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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATCS 


First SmshnIi 1947~-No. 1« 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber o! the LemslatiTO 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 3rd February, 1947, at 2-l§ p«m., 
being the first day of the First Session of 194/, pursuant to seotioH 
62(2) (a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

V. 

Mr. President (the Eon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.E.), was 
in the Chair. . 

Oath of Mambon. 

, iirt PRESIDENT: Order, order. Honourable members who have not 
yet made or subscribed to their oath as required under section 67 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, may do so now. 

The following members took the oath: — 

Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne, and 
Mr. Gerald Joseph Keeman Hook. 

Obituary Referenoes. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Order, order. Honourable member.H of ithe 
Council, it is the melancholy duty of the Chair to refer to the demise of 
some, of the illustrious sons ot India and some c.r-mcmhers of the Bengal 
Legislative Council since the House met la.st. . 

Pandit Madan Mohan Mulaviyu died at Ikmares at a ripe old age on the* 
10th ^^)vember, HMO. He was thrice elected President of the Indian 
National (\mgress. A man of great erudition, his was a life dedicated to 
the service of hi.s motherland. One of the greatest educationists he was 
the founder and life and soul of the Benares University. He was also for 
a long time a member of the United Provinces Legislative Council and of the 
Imperial Legislative (Council. He took a great part in the debate on the 
Rowlatt Bill, Pandit Malaviya was a great leader of the Hindu Community. 
He was also associated with the Hindu Mahasabha movement. In his death 
India has lost one of her devoted sons and a great patriot. 

Mr. Prasanna l)eb Raikut, an c^>member of the old Bengal Legislative 
Council and an <%r-Minister of Bengal, also died during the recess. 
Mr. Raikut came from an ancient and aristocratic family of Horth Bengal. 
He was a generous landlord and a sincere friend. He was a man of amiable 
^sposition and widely respected in Bengal. We all mourn his loss. 

Mr. Abdool Rezak Hajee Abdul Suttar who was a member of the Council 
of State and a member of the old Bengal I^egislative Council also died. 
Mr. Abdool Rezak belonged to a respectable ancient Cutchi Muslim family 
of Bombay and was connected with various public and charitable organisa* 
tions in Calcutta. He was one of the leading citizens of the city and was 
also associated with the Muslim Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy was a member of the bid Legislative Council 
and was also returned to the Bengal Legislative Assembly in 1937 and was 
later elected as its Deputy Speaker. He was a member of the Chlcntta 
Corporation for a long time. We all mourn his loss. ' 

Kawabaada A. F. M. Abdul Ali also died. He was a member of Die 
Bengal Provincial Civil Service ai^d retired from it several years ago* He 




appointed to the post of Ke^r of Imperial Eeoords of the Govern 
llent ox India in 1921. He also omciated on different occasions as Librariai 
jrf the Imperial Library He was the Honorary Secretary to the Board o 
Trustee oi the Indian Museum. He was also a member and Secretary’ o 
the Indian Historical Records. He was the first Indian President of th( 
Calcutta Rotary Club. 

Mr. D. C. Ghose who used to he the President of the Calcutta Improve 
ment Trust Tribunal died on thi 14th January last. He also served as j 
Commissioner of the Calcutta Corporation in the old regime and was j 
member of the old Legislative Council. He was long associated with th< 
late Surendra Nath Banerjea. 

May their souls rest in peace. 

I would now request the honourable members to rise in their places ai 
a mark of respect to the <lepurted souls. 

(Members rose in their places.) 

Thank you. Now with the permission of the House I would convey th( 
sympathy of tlie Legislative Council to the members of the bereaved tarailies 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Muslim education in Bengal. 

1. Mr. NUR AHMED: (n) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of th« 
Edm^ation Department be pleased to state whether any post-w'ar scheme foi 
rapid spread of education of all kinds among the Muslims of Bengal has been 
prepared or is being prepared by the Government to be put in operation attei 
the mivY 

(h) Do the Government of BengiU [)rop(»se to create a special fund of Ks.2f 
lakhs for encouragement of Muslim education in Bengid as recommended ii 
the resolution unanimously passed (m the 11th August, HKhS, in the Bengal 
.Legislative Council? 

(c) If not, w^hy not? 

((I) What spetnal measures have Wen taken by the Government for th< 
rapid spread of education among Muslim girls in Bengal? 

MINISTER in oharge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tht 
Hon’liie Mr. Stiyed Muauamuddin Hosain): (oi Yes. 

(6) Government 1ms decided b> make a special allotment of Rs.lO lakhi 
a year for a<lvancement of Muslim education and has for the remaining 
months of the current year already alloted Bs.4,dG,0(K). 

(c), Does not aris<‘. 

(vf) Special measures taken by Government for the spread of educatioi 
among the Muslim girls — 

(i) establishment of a first grade Arts College in Calcutta— Lad^ 
Brabourne College; 

, (i») creation of 12 scholarships for students in classes V to X of thi 
Sakhawat Memorial Girls* School, Calcutta; 

(Hi) creation of 2S scholarships (14 of Rs.G and 14 of Rfi.8 each i 
mouth tenable for two years) for the Muslim girls reading in 
classes VII to X of other Secondary Schools in Bengal: 

(iv) creation of 4 scbolandwps of Rs.8 em h a month tenable for fotu 
years (awarded on the results of the Junior Madrasah Exami^ 
nation); 

(^) ereation of two graduate scholarshi^is of Hs.3t> each per month tenabU 
for two yearn; 
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emtion of one sdbolambip of Bs.90 montli tenoUe lor 

one yenr at the Dacca UwTemty ; ' 


creation of three training stipends of Rs^SO each per mohth avail* 
able for B.T. training; 

(ifUi) special stipends are also awarded every year from the normal allot- 
ment of the Director of Public Instruction for the benefit of 
Muslim girls in educational institutions, madrasahs, schools, 
colleges and Universities; 

(wp) out' of the allotment of 118.1,00,000 provided in the current yearns 
Education budget for maintenance grants to madrasahs a sum of 
Its. 25, 000 is being spent for aid to girls’ madrasahs; and 
(r) a sum of about 118.25,000 is also annually spent for aid to madrasahs 
out of the normal allotment of the Director of Public Instruction 
for the purpose. 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, 1 find that the question was to have 
been answered in 1944. May 1 know how many such questions remain 
unanswered and when they will be answered 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I do not think it is possible for the Hon'ble 
Minister to answer that question. That question might be put to the 
particular Ministers conrerned. In any case, 1 shall try to find out from 
the Council Department lutw many questions are still pending to he 
answered. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state why this question remained unanswered for such a 
long time.'^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Evidently 
it was overlooked. 

- Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there lia.s been an> .special allotment of funds lor the 
advancement of education of the members of the other communities If* 


The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HDSAIN: For the 

Scheduled Castes an additional grant of Rs. •> lakhs is going to be allotted 


Mr. LAtIT CHANDRA DAS: F or other communities, such as Hindus, 
etc. 


The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HDSAIN: For 

Buddhists and Anglo-lmliuns we have allott-ed some funds. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May we know why the Hindus have 
beep left out ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HDSAIN: These com* 
munities are supposed to he hark ward in education and for their inlucational 
advancement special grants have been provided for. 

Supply of more petrol to the but owneri in Comilla. 

L Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: la) Will Hun’(>]e Miniatrr io 

charjfe of the Home Department be pleasea t4i state whether quite as many 
buses as are plying between Comilla and Companyganj (20 miles), Jietween 
^milla and Daudkandi (30 miles), and between Comilla and }>aksam (16 
iniles) are lying idle at Comilla for want of petrol? 

(^) Is it a fadi that between all these stations, there is a huge concourse 
of traveliiug public many of whom have to return disappointed eVery day fmr 
of even standing accommi^dation, not to speak of sitting/ ac^ms^a^ 

lum? 
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QITBSTIONS AND ANSWEB& 


[3ed Fin., 


(ff) Will Goranuitent consider the desiiuMity of issning more TOrmitB 
or licences to bus owners and arrange to supply , them with required petrol 
to run them in addition to those buses which are now running to remove a 
long-felt want of the public, particularly in view of the fact that there is nc 
railway communication in the direction of Comilla-Companyganj or Comilla- 
DaudkandiP 

MINISTER in charge of Uie HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Mfi H. Si Stlhrawanly) : (a) There are three routes, vis., Comilla-Daud- 
kandi, Oomilla-Companyganjt Comilla-Laksam. On the first route 16 trips 
per day are made by 16 out of 25 buses. On the second route 9 trips pez 
day are made by 9 out of 16 buses. The service on the Laksam route has 
been discontinue owing to the increase in the number of train services. No 
increase in the number of trips is considered necessary at present and it is 
not a fact that any buses on these routes are lying idle for want of petrol. 

(b) No. The number of trips and the accommodation in buses have been 
increased to cope adequately with the existing traffic. 

E The power to issue permits is vested in the local Regional Transport 
►rity and not the Provincial Government. The Regional Transport 
Authority have reported that the position will Im* reviewed sympathetically 
from time to time. The District Authorities are authorised to issue petrol 
to stage (carriages according to the actual demand. 

Seourity prisoner, Mr. Tsraksswar Prasad Einha. 

3. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mrs Humayun Kabir)S ((/} Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Depnrtment be pleased to state if Tarukeswar Prasad Sinha, a security 
prisoner in the Dum l)um Central Jail, was a student of Jadabpur Engineer- 
ing College at the time of his arrest H 

(b) Is it a fact that on the lOth September, PH4, he applied to the 
Government for j)errai88ion to qualify as an engineer through a wstal course 
offered hy the British Institute of Engineer and Technology (London)? 

(/•) Are the Government prepared to giant him jwrmission for under- 
taking the course and to help him with necessary fees for the purpose? 

The Hon’Mt Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Bubu Tarakeswar Prasad 
Sinha was released fnuu the Bhagalpur Centnil Jail on 27th December, 1945, 
on transfer from Bengal. I have no information that he was a student of 
Jadavpur Engineering College at the time of his arrest beyond his own 
assertion in a p<»tition. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Intemment of 8J. ChitUraii)aii Dot of Daoca. 

4. Rai Bahadur BR04ENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on bohalf of 
Mr* Humayun Kabir): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 

Home Department he pleased to state if he is aware that Sj. Chittaranjan 
Das of village Champakdi, post office Ichapur, in police-station Serajdigha 
in Dacca, has been home interned* in his village? 

tfe) Is he aware that the said Sj. Cliittaranjan Das was a student of the 
B-Sc. dass in the City College at the time of hLs restriction? 

(c) Is he aware that he has applied to the Registrar, Calcutta Hniversitjr, 
through the District Magistrate for permission to appear at the B.A. Exami- 
nation this year? 

(«l) Is he aware that the said internee's application has not been forwarded 
by the pistiiot Magistrate in spite of repeated reminders? 




VIUSSTflUJIH 4!(«0 f 

% ke Mr»e ^ ih* Mid k^ee hu been aUomd ne edtoirani!* 
for lus mamtenaiioe or education ? 

Tji Hoii*bl« Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYt («) The order of reeiriotion 
OB this person was cancelled on llth October, 1946. 

(6) to («) Do not arise. 

■Mantion of Mr. Hari|NKla Dm m a oooiiri^ priaomr. 

Home Department be pieced to state if he is aware that Mr. Haripada Da« 
of Madanpur is now detained as a security prisoner in the Rajshahi Jail? 

detention that the said Mr. Das maintained his family before his 

(c) Is he aware that there are five members in the said Mr. Das’s family? 

{d) Will he please state the amount of allowance sanctioneil for mainte- 
nance of his family after his arrest ? 

(c) Have the Goverament sanctioned any increase in his allowance to 
neutralise the increase in cost of livin|Cf? 

The Hon'Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) He has Wn released. 

(6) to (e) Do not arise. 

Security prisoner, Mr. Nirmal 8en of Deem. 

BRWENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir); («) Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster in char^” of the 
Home Department he pleased to state ii he is aware that Mr. Nirmal Sen 
01 ilacca IS detained as a security prisoner in the Jluxa Special Jail? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Sen is a suspected T.B. patient? 

(c) What arrantremente have the Government made for hi* treatment!' 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) He ha* been roleaeed. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 

AdmiMion of sick destitutes to the different hospitals in Caloutta. 

Nett Rmrt-**u*l?*^* (on behalf of Rai Bahadur dogondra 

j T *1 o ^ ® Minister ui charffe of the Department of 

iiealth and Local Self-Government be pleased to state- 
ly; the number of atlmissionH of siek destitutes to the different hospitals 
of Calcutta, since De<'einl)er, 1944, giving the number separatoly 
month by month ; and 

{h} how many of them died in the hospitals, and how many of them were 
discharged ? 

R**t**D* May I answer the queHtion on behalf of the 
-tton ble Minister in charge? 

AHMiO: Sir, is it the practice that the Parlia- 
wenta^ Secretar>^ may answer the questions when the Hon’ble Minister is 
“nuself present ? 

Hon’ble Minister liimself 

•nouia as far as possible answer the questions. 

irJ*'*!.***,.**'??? CHOWOMURYl To be more courteou* to the 

-ttouae he should do so. 



# QUESTIONS AND ANSWEE8. [3e» Em>, 

MtilltTER in oliiife of tlw DEPARTMENT DP HEALTH AND LODAI 
•ELP-COVERNMENT (tho Hon’blo Mr. Mohonmocl AH): (a) and {h] 

A atatement fumialiing the necessary figures from December, 1944, U 
August, 1946, is laid on the Table. 

Statemefit referred to in reply to question No. 7 showing the number oi 
admissions, discharges and deaths of **Sick destitutes** in the A. G 
(Ea^F.R.E.) Hospitals i>f Calcutta during December^ 1M4, to August 
1946. 


Year. 

Month. 

Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

1944 

December 

470 

329 

222 

194G 

. . January 

331 

279 

160 


February 

254 

284 

97 


March 

279 

230 

115 


April 

May 

167 

106 

82 


82 

62 

43 


June 

106 

40 

48 


July 

122 

42 

62 


August 

. ! 162 

54 

51 


September 

159 

109 

68 


October 

150 

77 

64 


November 

129 

74 

61 


December 

126 

46 

63 

1946 

January 

213 

69 

59 


February 

120 

73 

47 


March 

127 

94 

47 


April 

May 

113 

68 

34 


, . 107 

54 

32 


June 

146 

70 

58 


July 

133 

68 

54 


August 

90 

47 

52 


Promotion of Indian I.P. to tho rank of Deputy Inspector.Cenerat. 

8. Khan Bahadur GHYASUDDIN PATHAN : Will the Hon’ble Miuis^ 
in charge of the C'hief MiuiHter's Department be pleased to state — 

{a) why n<» Indian I.P. is promoted to the rank of Deputy Iusj>eetor 
(lenerul ; and 

(h) whether there is any rule or order to the effect that even* fifti 
appointment in the rank of Deputy Inspect or-deneral will go % 
Indians? 

MINISTER in charge of the CHIEF MINISTER’S DEPARTMEN1 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (o) Indian I.P. officers are equuil; 
^igible for promotion to the rank of iWputy Inspector-General of Folic 
with European officers and have in fact been promoted. 

(6) No. 

Khan Bahadur CYASUDDIN PATHAN: May I know how many o 
the Indian officers liave been promoted to the rank of Deputy Inspectoi 
General within the last lU years? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. S, SUHRAWARDY: T ask for notice. It is no 
a matter that 1 can possibly be aware of. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister awar 
that, under the rules for recruitment to the I.P. service, the age, in th 
oaae of Indians, is fixed at between 22 and 24 years whereas in the case o 
Europeans the age is linvited to 22 years. The result is that the India; 
officers retire before they attain sufficient .seniority to be promoted over th 
European officers and unless there is a change of policy by the Govemmeii 
ithere is uo chance for some time to come for any Indian to get to the highe 
posts of Inspector-General or Deputy Inspector-General. 
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•m HmfUb Mr. H. «. tUHRAWARDYt Ina^d of tjtkmg for 
infoniktioii tbe honourable member is himself supplying me the ia&nna* 
tion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that question arises. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYl It arises in this way, Sir, that 
promotions are made accordinj^ to seniority and my question is buvsed on the 
fact that the Indian officers before they attain sufficient seniority are 
compelled to retire. * 

PouiidnhKshattriya. 

9« Mr. PATIRAM ROY* (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Chief Minister’s Department be pleased to state \t*hetUer he is aware — 

(/> that the Government of Bengal accepted the name Pouiidra- 
Kshattriya in place of the ca.ste-narae “Pod” in tlie year 19d8; and 

{in that His Majesty’s Government w^as requestefl subsequently by the 
Government of Bengal through the Government of India to 
substitute the term Poundra-Ksliuttriyu for “IVkI” in tlie Govern- 
ment of India (Scheduled (’astes) Order, 1930.'^ 

{}>\ If the answer to part (o i is in the affinuative, will the Hon'hle 
Minister be plea.sed to state whether any information as to tlie amendment of 
ihe aforesaid Order has been obtained b\ tlie Government of Bengal from 
the SecreturN ot State for Indian 

(ri Jf not, will the Hon’bl(‘ Minister be pleased to state wlietliei he is 
oorisidei'ing the <lesirubility tot moving again Ilis Majesty’s Government 
throiigli the (Tovernnient fit India foi the substitution of Jhiundra-Kshaltriya 
tor the name “Pofl” in the ( lovernnient of India (Seliednied Castes) Order, 

mvrf 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: on (/i and {in Yes. 

(/m Xo. 

(ei This (tovernnient has alread\ reeonimended to tlie Seeretarv of State 
through the Government of India that the name of the caiste “I’oil’’ in the 
Selieduled Castes Order should be changed to “Jhmndru-Kshattriya”. The 
matter now rests entirely with the Secretary of State, 

Physical and military training for students of Bongal. 

10. Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmad): 

Will the Hun'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to 
state whether any plan or scheme ba.s been prepared by the (iovernment of 
Bengal to impart physical and military training to the students of Bengal 
high schools and colleges and madrasahs and also to impart jibysical and 
military training to the (iovernment officers of Bengal Government between 
ages 2(1 to 40 yearly for a period ot one year or two^ It not, wliy not}* 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As regards schoids and 
madrasahs, the answer is in the affirmative. It is hoped that improved 
physical education including elements of militar) training would be possible 

impart in the improved t\j»e of ^ecdudar} schools (iovernment are attempt- 
mg to set up as a post-war reconstruction measure. For I'ollege students, 
facilities have been pnivided by the Centra) (iovernment for military training 
*^f a limited number through the C.ti.T.C. 

The Central (iovernment have decided to start a National War 
Academy and there i^ a proposal to haw feeder institutions attached to it in 
Ihe Province. The Central (iovernment are al»io considering the possibilities 
^f establUhing a National Cadet Corps for imparting military educution in 
«<^hools and colleges. The prt^aak are under conatderatlon. 
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3. Oorenunent do not consider it necessary to impairt physical training 
to their ofEicers. Adequate facilities alrea^ exist for Toluntary military 
training of Government officers in the A.I.K.O., Auxiliary and Territoriiu 
Forces, etc. 

Mr. iULTANUDDIN AHMEO: With reference to paragraph 2 of the 
reply, is the feeder instituticjip to be a provincial institution or will it be 
managed by the Central Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. tUHRAWAROY: The proposal is under 
consideration, but I think, generally speaking, that it would be a provincial 
concern. 

Mr. 8 1 JOY SINGH NAHAR: Have the Provincial Government any 
scheme of their own for physical and military training for students of 
Bengal ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am afraid up till now the 
Government has not applied its mind to it.^ 

* 

Alleged moleetation of a laify pedeeirian on the 29l|i July, 1848, on 
Chowringhee Road. 

11. Miss E. M. ROBERTSON: Will the Ilou'ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department l>e pleased to state whether he is aware ot the 
tact that on Monday, the 20th July, 104(). opposite No. 40. (’howringhee 
Iload, eertain hooligan element consisting of hoys under 14 years of age 
molested a lady penestrian walking along the road at 12-"10 p.m.? It so, 
will he kindly take steps to erudieateMhis evil from the city, namely, the 
molestation of women on the .streets of Culeiitta hy these hoidigan Iwys!" 

Ths Hon’bis Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Xo 4ueh incident was reported 
to the local police or is known to have occurred. Any sj)eciti(* case brought 
tt) notice will he adequately dealt with. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! What about the specific ca.se mentioned 
by the questioner? Was this matter referred to the police for enquiry? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I regret that this case was 
not there specifically as it was not possible for us to contact the lady 
pedestrian unless we knew her name and address. 

Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DA8: Was any attempt made to refer ibis 
matter to the police so that the police could contact the questioner and get 
the name of the lady pedestrian? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No attempt was made. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Regrettable. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Was any attempt made to find 
out from the lady who put the question further facts about the lady 
pedestrian ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As I have said, no attempts 
were made. Obviously, it is a general event and it has nothing to do with 
the lady in question. What Miss Robertson evidently asks for is what can 
be done so that molestation of people hy the hooligan element may be stopped, 
and for as that is concerned, I hope (Government is now sufficiently able 
both psychologically and physically to cope with the situation. 

SbnBvnrBii M Mr. Humayun KMiir by Uit agnnts nf tbt InttlligniiM 

Brancb. 

It. Mr. BUOY BINCH NAHAR (on bMiatf of Mr. iyoJ BiBrtMMiila}f 

Will the Hon^ble Minister in charire of the Home Derwirtment be nleaa^ 
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to »ti& if he u aware that agents of the lAtelli^Aoe Branch have been 
shadoi^g Mr. Hninayun Kabir, a member of this House, since August,. 
1942F 


(b) Will he please state whether these agents were appointed under orders 
of the Government of Bengal? 

(r) (•) What reports, if any, have these agents submitted till now; and 
(it) what action, if any, have the Government taken on such reports? 

(d) If the reply to part {c){u} be in tim negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state why public money has neen spent on these agents for 
somanyyearsP 


The HOfi’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: (a) No. 

(6) to (d) Do not arise. 


Poltoa arrangMiieiit in CaioutU on tfio l8Ui Auguaty 1946. 

18 . Mr. PATIRAM ROYs Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Home DepArimant be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that no polioe arrangement iiMis made in Calcutta particularly in the 
wards 19 and 18 an the I6th August, 1946, the date declared as 
the “Direct x\ction Day” by the Muslim League; 

iii) that a great many shops in Calcutta were l(H)ted by the yoond/u on 
the very day; and 

(ni) that no police help was available to the shopkeejiers in spite of 
soliciting help from the local police-stations? 

{b) If the answer to part {a) is in the aftirmative, will the flon’bJe 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

<r) Will the Hou'bl^ Mi nister be j>lea.sed to lay on the Table a copy of 
the “Duty Charts” of the police (officers and constaoles) of the police-stations 
Entally, Taltala, Beniapukur and Jtariala in Calcutta, on the 16th and 17th 
August, lfM6? 

The Hon'Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: ia)(i) No. It is not a fact. 
But the police arrangements were made on the IGtn August. 

(ii) Yes. Shops were looted on that day. 

{ni} No. As far as possible within the ability of police such help 
was given. 

(b) Does not arise. < 

(c) All police registers connected with (Vlcutta disturbances have been 
»ent in original to the Enquiry Committee and therefore no chart of duty on 
these days could be given. 

f 

Atliok of Dr. M. N. Dty’s hocite by th# hooligaiis Ofi the 18lh Auguity 1848* 

14. Mr. PATIRAM ROY. {a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased t/) state whether it is a fact — 

(0 that the bouse of Dr. M. N. Dey, a Professor of the Calcutta Medical 
College, was raided by hooligans with /afAwj^ftaggers, etc., on th# 
16th August, 1946; 

fti) that Dr. Dey informed the police officers of Lalbasar for saving the 
male and female members of his family <and property as well from 
the hands of the ruffians ; and 

(m) that no police help was given to Dr. Dey at that time P 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who were the hooligans and why the police officers did not 
csre to take steps in this matte^ 
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(e) Did the Govemiaeiit oommimicate the orders to the police in Calcutta 
not to take steps whatsoever against the looting, robbery, theft, etc., on the 
16th and 17th August, 1946? 

The Hen'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a>(t) and («) It has been 
ascertainjed from Dr. Dey that on the 16th August, 1946, at about 1 p.m., a 
large mob attacked his house jit P/32, Ganesh Chandra Avenue, and caused 
damage. Dr. Dey rang up Lalbazar. 

(in) On the 16th August, 1946, when the information came the force was 
all out in other areas. So no party could be sent at the time from Lalbazar. 
{h) The identity of the hooligans is unknown, vide reply to (a)(iii) above. 
(c) No. 


Communal riot in Calcutta on the 18th August, 1946. 

15. Mr. HAR1DA8 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Rai Bahadur dogendra 
Nath Ray): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of th% Home Department 
be i)leased to state — / , " 

(a) cause or causes of the communal riot continuisig on the IGth August, 
1946; ' * ‘ » 

(h) the nunil>er of (<) deaths, iii) w(»unded persons, and {lu) houses burnt 
or looted, giving .sei)aratelv the numl)er of Hindus and Muslims; 

(r) the steps taken by the (loverumeiit t(j bi i ug tlirt situation under con- 
trol; and 

{(1) if he will make a general statement on the whole subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWXrDY: Ui) to id) Tliese mutters have 
lK*en referred to an E^qiiir^' Cdhimission appointed In the (iovernmenl of 
Bengal, and Government do not consider that it wrwild.bt^ proper to anticipate 
the findings of the (j)inniission Wfore its re}K)rt is submitted. 


Strike of the staff of the Imperial Bank of India. 

16. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: (.o Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charg(‘ of the Finance Department he please<l to state 
if he is aware that all the hraiu'hes of the Impenai Bank of India working 
in this Province have ceased to function owing to the strike of its staff? 

{b) If so, have tlie Government taken any stejjs to provide facilities for 
the public to cash j)ay orders issued }>y tlie (iovemnient in all its departments 
upo 4 the Imperial Bank branches? 

1C) It not, do the Government proiK>>.e to take immediate step« to pro- 
vide .such lacilities? 


u department (tlw Hon*bl. 

• \ ”P”AMMED ALI); {a) Yes; the strike has since- been called off' 
w'lth effect troin the 16th September, 1946. 


(6) Arrangements were made for the earrying out of treasun’ functions 
in the hanking treasuries as far a.s ]K>ssihle during the iwriod of the strike, 
(c) DtH\s not arise. 


RMomMatiom Of Mr. Kirby, Rationing Advisor to tho Govommont of 
India, ragarding balancod diat, milk sohNna and midday leading in 
•obooli, oto. # 

17. Mr. 8ULTANUOplN AHMED (on bohatf of Mr. Nur Abinsd): 

{a) Mill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Health and 
Local Self-Government he pleaaed to state if the attention of Government 
of Bengal has been drawn to the recommendations of Mr. Kirby, the Bation- 
ing Adviser to Government of India, regarding vital important of balanced 
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\iei, ^lutotnal cwleens, milk scheme, midday feeding of lohool childm, 
ipenin# of ntitrition restaurants to display model food and ip train people 
0 prepare balanced food, food advice centres for disseminating knowleo^ 

, bout balance foodP 

{h\ If SO, have the Government of Bengal taken any step so far to 
mplement any of thesa recommendations ? 

(c) If so, what are they ? 

(d) If not, why not? 

The Hofi'Me Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Yes. 

(6) to (d) Government in the Health and I^ocaJ Self-Government Depart- 
nent have already approved a Public Health Nutrition scheme, as a post- 
war development measure;, which envisages the creation of a nutritional 
organisation at the Provincial Headquarters. Its function will mainly 
nclude periodical nutritional health survey, studying the composition of 
foods available in the Province# investigation into the problem of tech- 
jology of foods with a view to better utilisation and conservation of 
lutritive factors 6f foods, arranging short course of training on dietaries, 
)rganising propaganda of food and nutrition, etc. 

A scheme for setting up a model nutrition restaurant is under prepara- 
tion in the Directorate of Rationing. 

(joverjunent in th^ E<lucation Department have got a tiffin scheme for 
boys and girls of aided high schools and senior madrasahs of Bengal 
(including Calcutta) with an annual provision of Rs.45,()<Ml. That 
Department also contributes towards* a sChool-feeding scheme of the All- 
ludia Institution of Hygiene and Public Hqalth for primary and secondary 
school children in the Singur Health Unit. v 

As regards industrial ‘canteens, the policy of Government is to encourage 
the establishment <>f conked food canteens at factories and for this purpose 
an allotment of rationed articles up to 50 {)er cent, of the normal allotment 
IS sanctioned by the Rationing Directorate. As far as information is avail- 
able, there are 283 canteens set up by factory authorities or other parties 
8upj)]ying meals or snacks and tea or both, which cater to 171,000 labourers 
and other jiersons daily. 

Government have no milk scheme of their own but it is understood that 
several factories and such charitable institutions as the Indian Bed Cross 
^society who are financed by the fiovt^rnment have made arrangements for 
supplying milk free or at concessional rates to certain classes of iiersonS. 


(Ireitiofi of the post of Additional Surgoon to the Oaloutta Modieal Collago. 


18. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYALs (a) Will the Hon’ble Hinister 
n charge of the Department of Health and I.(Ocal Self-Government lie pleased 
lo state when and under what circumstances the post of Additional Surgeon 
to the Calcutta Medical College Hospital was created? 

How many B.M.S. and non-B.M.S. men were appointed to the post 
Horn i93G to 1946? Wbat was the tenure of service of each one of them? 


V application from a senior B.M.S. or B,,G.S. man with 

r K.C.S. qualification for the post in 1941 ? Did he serve as Senior Burgeon 
the Emergency Medical Sendee in the Medical Oollege from 1941 to 1944? 
If so, what was the record of his service? 

id) Was any one outside B.M.S. appointed to the post between 1941 
lo 1944 in preference to the said F.B.C.S.P If so, wbat was the reason? 


(c) Did the said F.B.C.S. send a ntemonal to His Excellency the Goyer* 
sor of B«kgml in 1944? If so, arhat was the nsnlt? 
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Tlii Mr. MOHAMliEO ALI: {a) The poet-o! Addii^nal Sm 

l^n, Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, was mated in July, 1923, fo 
iiie proper and efficient working of ^at hospital. 

(b) Two B.M.S. and one non-B.M.S. men were appointed to the post fioi 
1936 to 1946. Their tenure of service is shown below — 

Dr. P. N. Roy, f.r.c.^ (Eng.), non-B.M.S., held the post for 5 year 
from 17th June, 1^6, to 16th fune, 1941. 

Dr. M. Ameen, B.M.s., hrfd the jxist from 17th June, 1941, to 8th Jamj 
ary, 1942, and again from 17th November, 1944, to 23rd May 
1946. 

Dr. Tinkari Acharjee, b.m.s., has been appointed to act in the post sine 
22nd October, 1946. ^ 'V 

During the intervening periods the work of the post was managed b 
internal arrangement. 

(c) Yes. Dr. S. C. Sinha, f.r.c.s. ^Edin.), Professor of A»atomy, of th 
B.G.S. (formerly of B.M.S.), applied lor the post in ‘1941, Ha^ served as 
Senior Sur^on in the Emergency Medical Service in the Medi<Jal Colleg 
Hospital, ^Icutta. His w^rk appears to have been satisfactory. 

(d) None outside the B.M.S. was appointed to the post between 194 

to 1944. Dr. M. Ameen, the then B.M.S. incumbent df the post, was depute 
for A.R.P. work for some time. But as he was permitted to retain a liei 
on the post of Additional Surwm, Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, th 
work of the post during his absirncerjwas managed by the Second Honorar; 
Additional Surgeon of the Medical College Hospital by way of interna 
arrangement. # ' 

(s) Yee. His Excellency considered the memorial and decided that *th( 
memorialist could l>e considered for apjK)iutment to a senior Surgical pos 
in the Medical College Hospital only after he had replenished his surgica 
skill by serving for a year as a teacher of surgery in a medical school. 

Mr. OHARU GHANDRA SANYAL: From answer (rl it appears tha 
Dr. S. C. Sinhu serveil us a Senoir Surgeon in the Emergency Medica 
Service in the Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, and it appears also froii 
answer (r) that lie couhl be considered tor appointment as such alter he ha^ 
replenished hi.s surgicuil skill, etc. But will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasei 
to* state whether serving ns Senior Surgeon in the Emergency Medica 
Service was not sutticieiit qualification for this appointment and was it no 
sufficient to replenish his Mirgieal skill 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That is asking for information. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA SANYALs Sir, it is u point for information 
Because the Hon’ble Minister has said in the answer that “He served as 
Senior Surgeon in the Emergency Medical Service in the Medical Colleg 
Hospital, Calcutta.” 

Tilt Hon’lllt Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS Tt was for a very short period. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA EANYAL: Was it not sufficient fo 
replenishing his surgic^ skill f 

Tilt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That was not eonsidere< 

sufficient for the purpose of holding a high post in the Surgical Departmen 
in the Medical C^De^, Calcutta. Moreover, he must also have teachinii 
exp«rienci, because the Professor of Surgery is also Professor of Clinics 
Surgery and has to teach in the Medical (Allege. 
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It. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-^Govemment be pleased 
:o state when and under what circumstances the nost of Professor of Clinical 
Surgery in the Calcutta Medical College was mane op<m to non-I.M.S. men? 

(6) Was the post advertised tnd selection made through Selection Board 
ji Public Service Commission? 

(c) Was the post ever advertised for Mi{hammadans only? 

(d) Does the post come under provision of Communal Ratio Rules? 

(e) What was the report of the Public Service Commission on the merits 
if the Muhammadan appliimMS? 

(/) Was the post again advertised for temporary appointment? If so, 
in what grounds? 

(g) Why was not the present incumbent made permanent? 

The H6n*hk Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) and (h) Prior to 1927, both the 
[josts of Professor of Surgery as well as of Professor of Clinical Surgery were 
reserved. * for I.M.S. officers. Since March, 1927, the latt^ post was 
[lereserved, but I.M.S. officern continued to hold it till 81st March, 1981. 
Tlie post was then filled up by uon-J.M.S. officers after advertisement, on 
the recommendation of Selection Committees appointed from time to time 
until the constitution of the i^rovincial Public Service Commission, Fnder 
the I.M.S. ' (Civil) (Reserved Posts) Rules, 1989, which superseded all pre- 
vious orders ou the subject, one of the two posts of Professor of Surgery and 
Professor of ('linical Surgery, Medical College, Calcutta, was reserved for 
I.M.S. officers. Since then the post of I^rofessor of Surffery was being held 
by I.M.S. officers and the other post filled by iion-T.M.S. offii^ers who are 
uppointed on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission after 
advertisement. 

(c) When a vacancy occurred in 1948 which was to l)e filled up on a 
temporary basis, it was re^erveil for Muslims and advertised through Public 
Si'ivice (''oinniission. 

id) Yes. 

(e) The Public Service ( 'ornniission did not consider any of the applicants 
suitable for the post. 

(/) Y^es. in accordance with (he principle of the Communal Ratio Rules 
the post was thrown open to candidates of all comm unities, 

(g) The ix>st was fille<l up only temporarily during the war. The oandl* 
date selected fr)r temporary apimiritment cannot be considered for permanent 
-kppointmeut except after readverti.sement for a permanent vacancy with due 
regard to the (‘ommunal Ratio Itules. 


Kaia«az«r in 


28. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Miniiter in 

charge of the Department of Health and I/iwal BelMloverntnent be pleaaed 
to state — 

(/7) the daily average number of kala-axfr patiente attending tbe outdoor 
Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine in 1944 and in 1946; 

(h) if it is a fact that most of tbe cases came from Entally and Tiljala 
areas within Calcutta; 

(c) if it ia a fact that kala-asar is rapidly spreading in the districts of 
Mursbidabad, Dinajpur, Rai^pur, Mymensin^, Faridpur and 
Bakarganj reaching, an alarming figure in 194^46; 
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(d) if any expert was sent to the affected areas for inTestigation ; if sc 

what was the report; and 

(e) what steps the Government are taking to prevent and check th 

process of kala-aaar in Bengal? 

nm Hofi’IHa Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) 1&44~ 47. 

1&46 (up till 16th Angus^j 1946) — 122. 

(6) Most cases come from Entally, Tlljala, Taltolla, Wellesley Stroe 
and Ripon Street areas. 

(c) Pigures of mortality show some, though not alarmingi increase in thi 
number of deaths from kala-azar in all the districts mentioned except Farid 
pur since 1941. In Faridpur the position has been more or less stationary 

(d) Surveys to investigate the incidence of kala-azar were conducted ii 
several districts including Faridpur among the districts mentioned. Th( 
survey in Faridpur revealed that the incidence was stationary. 

(e) Besides the usual grant of R8.1,i?(),000 for maintenance of kala-azai 
treatment centres and supply of kala-azar specifics, an additional sum oi 
Ils.20.000 was spent for purchase of specifics and their distribution tc 
different District Boards in 194o-4b. 

Three hundred and five Mobile Medical Fnits, J20 Governifient-aidef] 
Medical Fnits and all the Auxiliary Government Hospitals, Government and 
District Board hospitals and dispensaries are now providing treatment foi 
kala-azar cases. 

Mr. BlilOY 8INGH NAHAR: Are the Government taking any parti 
cular step in the p]ntally, Tiljala areas where kala-azar is most prevalent J 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. BUOY 8INGH NAHAR: May we know what steps he propose.* 
to take or are taking to combat kala-azar? 

Th0 Hon'bld Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: By opening up of treatmem 
centres and distribution of specifics and inducing the sufferers to come t( 
the treatment centres and get //m/ stiiunntnv injected. 

Mr. BlilOY SINGH NAHAR: Hus any centre been opened? 

Th0 Hofl*bl0 Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The centres are located in thf 
adjacent hospitals. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: In spite of the action 
taken by the Government to fight this disease, it appears that, except in 
Faridnur, the incidence of mortality is increasing. Have the Government 
considered any further action necessary to eradicate this disease from the 
moffusil or to fight this menace in any substantial manner? 

Th0 Hon’bU Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. The honourabb 
member may perhaps be aware that Government have now auxiliar] 
Government hospitals distributed throughout the province and since th< 
reopening of these hospitals, I mean re-conversions from F. R. E. hospitals 
the eituation has considerably improved and these hospitals are now in i 
better position to tackle Kala-azar. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: These mobile units ar 
there for some years and from all that the Government have done it doe 
not appear to have made any impression upon the prevalence of this disease 
I would like to know whether the Government are devising some othe 
means, some more effective means, to fight this disease. 

TN Hoi|»bl0 Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. These Auxiliar 
Goromment Hospitals and the mobile units working in conjunction witi 
those hospitals will l>e able tti cope with the situation better than what th< 
mobila units havo been doing hitherto. 
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RUMiring of tiie raid fram iitkkira to Itiiidigiiit * 

21* Mr* PATIRAM ROYs (a) Will tli6 Hon*bl6 Miiiistdr in. cbiurgi of 
he Dopwtment of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
whether he is aware — 

(f) that tbe road from Satkhira to Itindaghat (24-Pargana8) is very 
important for the people of Khulna and 24-Parganas; 

(it) that the above road is the only way to Calcutta for a large number 
of people of Satkhira and Basirhat subdivisions; 

(Hi) that the road has been damaged in the rain and that all the com- 
munications have fully been stopped ; and 

(/r) that a consider;il)le number of passt*l^ge^^ of both sexes undergo 
much hardship? 

(h) If the answer to part is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ hie Minister 
onsidering the desirability of taking immediate steps for repairing the road? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of the fact that the District Board of 
vhulna is taking no step whatsoever for repairing the road? 

(d } Is it a fac't that the heavy buses allowetl for plying on the road for 
a.st few months have caused the damages? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) {i) and (iv) Yes. 

No. There is another tair weather road to (‘aleiiKa nd Navaran ioi" 
he people of the Satkhira subdivision. 

(ui) The road has been damaged but the communication has never been 
ully stopped. 

{hi (foveriiment int<‘ml to improve tbi.s n»ad, wbieii has been inclmled in 
he first five-year plan of Works and Buildings llepartment for improvement 
'f communications throughout th<‘ Province. 

fci Tlie Board has spent about two and a half limes its normal pre-war 
'rant for the road, i.e , Hs. 17,858 per year on the average during these two 
ears, against Hs. 7,541 per year in pre-war time. 

(d) Yes, to a large extent. 

Education of Muslima in Bengal. 

22. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8AH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 

ihmed)S (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Education 
lepartment he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Muslim e<iucation 

Bengal has received a serious setback during the war emergency of the 
V orld War II and Bengal famine of 1948 and the number of Muslim students 
1 all classes of educational institutions has been considerably decreased? 

{h) What was the percentage of number of Muslim pupils in 1945 in 
engal in all classes and all sorts of educational institutions, namely, primary, 
^‘condary, collegiate, University, technical, profe-ssional, mediial, art and 
junmercial, and what was the percentage of decrease of Muslim pupils in 
hese institutions in 1945? 

(o What special measures are being taken to make up the deficiency in 
Muslim education in Bengal and to establi.sh a Muslim University as recom- 
nended by tbe Madrasah Education Committee in their report of 1941 ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) It is difficult 
to what extent Muslim education in Bengal received a setlmck due to tbe 
far and the famine. There has been a decrease of students in certain classes 
* institutions but in others there has been an increase. 

(5) A statement furnishing the figures is laid on the Table, 

(c) A special fund of Rs.lO lakhs (including Rs.a6,0(X) for Medical) baa 
^n crea^ for tbe improvement of Muslim education and every attempt ia 
made to establish a Mu^im University. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [3w) Ebb., 

Statement Teferred to in reply to qveition No. 22. 


1940 . 41 . 1044 - 48 . 

Jk— — .A 



Number of 
Muslim 
pupils. 

Percent- 

age. 

Number of 
Muslim 
pupils. 

Percent- 

age. 


In Primary tiage , 

1,763,096 

64 -9 

1.666.792 

64*6 

-97,304 

In liiddle ftago 

66,876 

30-1 

74,642 

31-9 


In High stage 

60,433 

26 -3 

66,691 

26 0 


In Arts CoUegefl (including 
Universities). 

7,676 

20-7 

7,084 

19-3 

-692 

In Professional Colleges (in- 
cluding Medical Colleges). 

816 

12-2 

976 

16 -4 


In Technical Schools (includ- 
ing Industrial Schools). 

2,392 

26 -4 

1,902 

28 -3 


In Arts and Coramerce Schools 

566 

21 -8 

440 

24 1 


In other Special Schools 

139,016 

77 -6 

134,193 

74 9 

-4,823 


Experts from Nevif Zealand to start dairy farms. 

^ Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: {a) Wil) the Hou’ble 
Minister in cliarge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state if experts from New Zealand were recently brought by 
vthe Government of Bengal with a view to start dairy farms in this Province ? 

(6) If so, are they still in the employment of the Government of Bengal? 

(c) Have the (Jovernment started any dairy farm since the arrival of the 
extorts ? 

(d) Do the Government jntend to start dairy* farms in the mufassal dis- 
tricts in the near future? 

(c) What was the total amount sjient over the New Zealand experts, 
including their travelling expenses, pay and allowances ? 

if) What work, if any, have they done? 

MINISTER in oharge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE, 
FORESTS and FISHERIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hoseain): (a) Tea- 
to advise Government about the development of dairy and poultry in this 
Province. They arrived on the 5th September, 1944. 

(6) Mr. Iladdon, the Poultry Expert, left on the 9th June, 1945, 
Mr. Singleton, the Dairy Expert, on the 14th June, 1946, and Mr. Ballinger; 
the Animal Nutrition Expert, on the 13th October, 1946. 

(c) A Central Livestock Researcb-cttm-Breeding Station is being 
estaolished. This scheme includes the establishment of a dairy farm com- 
plete with a dairy factory. 

id) No. 

ie) R8.1,10,790. 

(/) During the 9 months Mr. Eaddon had been in Bengal, he advised oi 
the preparation of a programme of work relating to poultry to be carried oul 
at tne Central livestock Hesearcb-ctim-Breeding Station. He also helped 
in preparing a syllabus on poultiy^ keeping for the degm course at ihi 
Bengal Agricultural Institute, Da^a. In addition to this, he gave a shorl 
oomee of practical instruction in poultry management to the staf and stu- 
dents of the Agiicnltural Institute. 



g47.| ammmm aho Asswisa. if 

In other officers ol tlie IHreotomtc of i^rkiilture, 

fr, Silifletoa (hurried out a survey of milk supply of Oiloutta. B.e almsted 
A th« preparation of a blue-jn'int for the Central Breeding and Besearch 
^arm »t Haringhatta in general, and for the dairy factory in particular, and 
ilaced orders for equipment frotii abroad. He u'as placed in ohar^ of the 
iIHdry Development scheme sanctioned with financial assistance from the 
government of India. 


Mr. Ballinger prepared a scheme in collaboration with other New Zealand 
experts in which it was recommended that the livestock improvement in 
Bengal should be implemented by the formation of an Anim^ Husbandry 
Section of the Department of Agriculture which would consist of extension, 
research and cattle breeding. The scheme was accepted by Gbvernment ana 
the establishment of a breeding and research station at Haringhatta was 
approved as a part of the programme. He worked as Liaison Officer for the 
scheme among the various departments of Government concerned. He drew 
up plans for the cattle sheds, laboratory and general layout of the area and 
ordered for necessary equipment for the research station. 

Mr. Ballinger formulated, in collaboration w’ith his colleagues, the scheme 
for the Central Livestock Research-cum-Breeding Station at Haringhatta 
and. on the sanction of the schen»e by Government, helped in drawing up a 
blue-print for the farm. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: May 1 take it that at 
a cost of Rs. 1,10,790 we have got only a survey made by one officer, a 
scht'ine, and a ])lan by another and a bine print, ht a thini officer Is that 
all that we have got for all this sum? 


The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN. The honourable member will 
find that in the answer; lie will find that they did many other things 
besides. Mr. Haddon had prepared a syllabus and other things and gave 
lectures, etc., at Dacca. I need not say more about the others; they will 
all be found in the answer. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H; Well, save and except 

the>e lectures and sch^es and plans, have we got anything tangible m 
Bengal for a sum of one lakh and odd? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: 1 do not understand what the 
bunourable member means by “tangible”. We have got a Researchrcum- 
Breeding Station at Haringhatta and a Dairy Development Scheme will ho 
started very soon. ^ 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: Are those officers still 

here.® 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08SAiN: No. It is in the answer that 
they have already left. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Can we expect a drop 
milk from the Advice that we have got from these officers? 

(No reply.) 

Fruit induitriee end fruit oultivatkMi In BengM. 

24 Khan Bahadur A. M. 8AHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed)! (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries he pleased to state what s^ial 
Pleasures have been taken by the Government ol Bengal to foster and help 
fniit industries and fruit cuftviation in Bengal? 

(b) If so, what are they? 

(c) Do the Government of Ben|ral propose to set up a Fruit Development 
Board as recommended by tbe Fruit Advisory Committee? 

(d) II not, wky not? 
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QUJBSTIONS AM) ANSWMS. 


(3ed Feu., 


THt Hmi’M# Mr. AHM€0 HOSSAIMs (a) and (6) The followii^g schemes 
have bi^n initiated by Government to foster fruit cultivation in Bengal:— 

(1) Scheme for distribution of papaya seedlings; 

(3) Scheme for distribution of pineapple suckers ; and 

(3) Scheme for distribution of banana suckers. 

Bengal is a deficit areatf in fruit production, ifntil fruit cultivation is 
increased so as to produce a surplus over demand the question of develop, 
ment of fruit preservation industry on a large scale would not arise. 

(c) A combined advisory board c^onsisting of Bengal, Assam, Bihar and 
Orissa is proposed to be constituted with headquarters at Calcutta, and with 
2 members from Bengal, one oflBcial of the Directorate of Agriculture repre- 
senting Government and one non-offic^l scientist representing convsuniers. 

(d) Does not arise, 

Mr. BldOY SINCH NAHAR: Have these schemes begun working? 
Or are you still distributing seedlings? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: We have got a Horticultural 
Station at Krishnagar. Besides this distribution, we have had grafts , of 
mangoes lichis, etc., distributed, and in the coming year we hope to make 
distribution of other grafts. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Where and to whom has 
this distribution been made? 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Why. all over the provide? 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Does it include the 
mofusail, I mean the villages? 

The Hon*ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: 1 think so. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN: At least we are not await 

of such a thing. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZU»y)AR: With reference to answer (3> — “rntii 
fruit cultivation is increases so as to produce a surplus over demand the 
question of development of fruit preservation industry on a large scale 
would not arise' ’-^is the Hon’ble Minister aware that tomatoes are some- 
timer selling at Re. 1 per maund and sometimes Re. 1 per seer? 

The Hon’bie Mr. AHMED H088AiN: That is why there is large scale 
schemes for fruit production. There are new private firms for the* produc- 
tion of vegetables and fruits under Government supervision. 

Uncultivated tract of land near Ranaghat. 

28. Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon bb 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Fore.sts and Fisheries 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that a vast tract of land covering an area oi 
many miles oh both sides of the Railway line beyond the Rana* 
ghat station is lyin^ uncultivated for a long time; 

(5) why no steps have yet been taken to bring this land under cultiva- 
tion; and 

(c) whether there are any difficulties to bring this land under cultiva 
tion and, if wbat are the difficulties? 

TIM H0A*bM Mr. AHMED HOSSAINs (a) Yes. 

(b) The Bengal and Assam Railway authorities have been requested tt 
let out the lands under their control and as a result a large area of such landi 
bas been settled. 




QU18SIOK8 AND AirgWKRS. 




iff) !nim aie fre%i diffic^ties in briagu^ tkoM Uauds under oulttruMon. 
Nadm is a m^am-riddeii district of decaying rivera and wy extensiTe 
gclieiiies of irrigation, drainage, and malaria contro} are necessary to reclaim 
these lands permanently on a large scale. 


Kluui Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATHAN: Has any attempt been 
made for settlement of the lands Cr to solve this difficulty F 


The Hon'hie Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I would add for the infer. 

mation of the honourable member that until the land is resumed by Govern, 
ment no improvement can be. started. So Government have in view a 
legislation for the resumption of these waste lande. 


Eradication of water4i|icinth nuisanoa in Bengal. 

26. Khan Bahadur 8 YED ABDUR RA 8 HID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and 
Fisheries be pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take to 
eradicate the water-hyacinth nuisance in the Province F 

(h) Have the Government any comprehensive scheme for the same? If 
so, will the Hon’ble Minister please give the detail thereof? 

(c) What part of the scheme, if any, has been given* effect to and with 
what result? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: (a) to (c) A comprehensive scheme 
for the control and eradication of water4»yacinth has been drawn up which 
is now under consideration of a Technical Committee appointed by Govern- 
ment. A copy of the scheme is placed in the Library. When the Com- 
mittee’s report is received (lovernment will consider what can be done to 
deal with the problem. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : May I enquire when 
this comprehensive scheme w^as prepared by the Government? 

The Hon’hle Mr. AHMED H088AIN: 1. think a year ago along with 
all other schemes under the Development Coidmittee. It is scheme No, 29> 
of the Blue Book. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Cannot the Honbie 

Minister be more definite — it is only a year ago? 

• 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: I caiinl)! say more definitely, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA 89 Was it under the consideration of 
another Committee? 

The Hoffl’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: It wa.s under the consideration 
of a technical committee under the Development Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: When was it appointed? 

The Hon’bie Mr. AHMED H088AIN. It was a Standing Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Has it finished ite labour? 

The Hon’bie Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Since then it is reported that 
the scheme is not feasible. " 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Then it means that all labour and 
money is wasted. Have you any other scheme for eradicating water- 
hyacinth. 

(No answer.) 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEfiS. 


[3e» Fb», 




"Atounmlslioii ol vietiHiyioiiitli In tii# rivir Ml low iandk 

V. Mr. NAGINDRA NATH MOHOLANABfSH: Will the Hon’ble 
Uinister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Foreets and Fisheries 
be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government arei&ware of tlffe huge loss of p^dv crops every 
Tear due to the accumulation of water-hyacinth in the rivers and 
low lands; and 

(h) if the Government have any scheme or plan to seriously combat the 
accumulation of water-hyacinth and to permanently eradicate the 
same from Bengal at an early date ? 

The Hon’Mo Mir. AHMED H08SAIIH (a) Yes. 

(6) A comprehensive scheme for the control and, if possible, ei-adication 
of water-hvacmth has been drawn up and is now under the consideration of 
a Techni(*al Committee appointed by Government. 

Mr. N AGENDA A NATH M0H0LANABI8H: The Hon'ble Minister 
has already answered with reference to question No. 2G and has repeated 
with reference to question 27 that it is under the consideration of a technical 
committee. Now I understood the Hon’ble Minister to say that .that 
scheme has been found to be univorkable. If so, will he kindly tell us if 
the Government have any other srlujme so far as eradi(‘ation of water-hyacinth 
is concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HoUaIN e Yes. Sir, the Government are 
examining the efficacy of the American drug. The herbal experiment is 
^most finished. In stagnant water it is particularly very .successful and 
in running water it is still under examination. 

Mfe NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Has any scheme been 
worked out or simply the experiment is going on? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN; The scheme is under experi- 
ment. 

Khtn Behidur QHYA8UDDIN PATHANS Who are making this 
experiment in India? Have any American experts been indented from 
America P 

Tin Hon’bit Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: The experiment is being done 
in the Directorate of Agriculture. 


Inoonvtnionoo to oommunioation Ni East Bongal duo to the aooumulation of 

watorwhyaointh. 

3f8. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H ; Will the Hon'ble 
Hinister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state — 

{a) if the Government we aware of the serious inconvenience to com- 
munication in East Bens^l due to the accumulation of water- 
hyacinth in the rivers and low lands ; and 

<6) if the Government have any scheme or plan to seriously combat the 
accumulation water-hyacinth on communication lines and to 
peripanently eradicate the same from Bengal at an early date? 

Tbo Mtr. AHMED HOBSAIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government are considering a scheme for the control and eradication 

erf watwvhyacinth* 
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QUE8TI0KS* AND ANSWEBS. «l 

4uti llmtflitfoii P ip trti iiii i t 

29 . Kluui BalUKlur SYCD ABOUII RAtHIO OHOWONUftYs Will 
Hon'bk Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and 
Fisheries be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Jute Regulati6n Department has merged with the Agri- 

culture Department permanently; and ’ 

<6) if not, what work they will be entrusted with after the jute season 
is over? 

The Hoil’bla Mr. AHMED HO$$AIN: (a) Jute Reflation Department 
has been organised as a section of the Directorate of Agriculture, but has 
not yet been made permanent. 

{b) In the slack seasons, the staff is being utilised in furthering agricul- 
tural schemes, e.g., making of compost from ’rural refuse, distribution ol 
vegetable seeds, raising of vegetable seedlings and distribution of agricul- 
tural implements. Some staff is also diverted to relief work in “affected^* 
areas. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to give us any idea as to the c'ost of this staff per year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of saving money by retreuchji^ thi.s staff? 

(No answer.) , 

Theft in the food rationing godown at 11C, Canal Circular Road. 

30. Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR (on behalf of Mr. 8yed BadruMuJa): 

(rt I Will the llorride Minister in charge of the Department of ('ivil Supplies 
be pleased to vstute whether it is a fact that bags of sugar w^ero stolon from 
the food rationing godown at IIC, Canal ('ircular Rond (Dltadanga area), 
Calcutta, between the 5th and the 8th August, 194b? 

ib) If 80 , is the Hon’ble Minister considering the advisability of institut- 
ing an enquiry into the matter and taking steps against the recurrence of such 
thefts ? 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) There is no godown at IIC, 
Canal Circular Road. On the Ist May, 194(5, the godbwn bearing that number 
was re-numbered as IIH, (West) (J’anal Circular Road. 

No incident of theft, shortage or discrepancy has been reported from 
this godown during the period mentioned. The physical stocks pf the 
godown at IIH, (West) Canal Circular Road, were checked by Inspecting 
staff on the 7th August, 1946, and also on the 8th August, 1946, and do not 
reveal any discrepancy. 

(6) Doee not arise. 

Ameiloratton of tho ooofiofiiio and sooiai conditiiNit of tho Bangal piatantiy 
amt landtats labouram, 

31. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE (on hahalf of 
Mr. Nur Ahmad): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Co-operation, (Credit and Relief be pleas^ to state if it is a fact that 
as a resull of the World War No. II and the iWngal Famine of 1945, the 
economic condition of the Bengal peasantry has wideW and steadily 
deteriorated and has reached destitution in most cases in Bengal? 

(b) la it a fact that the number of landless labourers has enormously 
mcteiMed during the years 1943, 1944 and 1946 in Bengal, and widespread 
deetitutio& previuls n^w among ^em? 



« ADJOUfiNMEFT MOTIOir. [ 3 ed Fbb., 

(c) If 80 , nrhat specific and ameliorative measures liave been taken by 
the Government of Bengal to improve the economic and social conditions 
of Bengal peasantry and the landless labourers? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHAfAN: (a) It is only those with 
small holdings that have been affected. 

(h) Government have no accurate information in the matter and a survey 
has been undertaken. Generally speaking, the famine of 1943 affected the 
landless lalKJurers very badly but subsequently many of them were employed 
in works connected with the war on high wages and even now the wages of 
agricultural labour arc very high. 

(c) Irrigation works, work centres and work houses, improvement of 
tanks under the Bengal Tank Improvement Act, restoration to small culti- 
vators of land sold out by them, post-war unemployment relief works. 
Besides, all the development schemes of the Agriculture Department aim 
specifically at improving the economic condition of the peasantry. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the situation that has arisen due to the terrible 
atrocities committed upon the Hindus in the districts of Noakhali and 
Tipperu in October and Noveml)eiv last when large number of Hindus, men, 
W(mieri and children, were brutalJv kill(‘(l, iheir properties looted, houses 
burnt, women abducted, raped unci forcibly married and thousands of them 
forcibly converted* to Islam by well organised bands of Muslim hooligans 
under a premeditated plan and the failure of the Government to prevent 
or promptly check the same or to render timely assistance to the people 
affected and to makt^ adequate provision for the protection and rehabilitation 
of the refugees who were rendered homeless and penniless by these 
disturbances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. There w'ere two Adjournment 
Motions, one in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar and the other in the 
name of Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholunahish. The latter one being more 
comprehensive, 1 Kaye given my consent to it. Now the motion to be 
imived liy Mr. Nagendra Nalli M<dn*laniihi.sl) as follows i-- 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importanc^^ namely, the .utuation that has arisen due to the 
terrible atrocities committed upon the Hindus in the districts of Noakhali 
and 'lippcia in Getoher and November last when large number of Hindus, 
men, W(»men and ciiildreu, were brutally killed, their pn»perties looted, 
houses burnt, women abducted, raped and forcibly married and thousands 
of them forcibly converted to Islam by well organised bands of Muslim 
hooligans under a premeditated plan and the failure of the Government to 
prevent or promptly clieck the same or to render timely assistance to the 
people affeeb'd and to make adequate provision for the protection and 
^rehabilitation of the refugees who were rendered homeless and penniless 
by these disturbances. 

Is there any objection? 

TIlE Hoil*bl0 Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Those wbo are in support of the motion will kindly 
rise in their seats? 

(13 members stood in their seats.) 

Mr. PRBilOlNT: Leave has been granted. I direct tha| the motion 
be taken up for discussion on Thursday, the 0th February, at 2-15 p.m. 
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1947. 1 ’ GO-^ftNOIl'S ASSKfT TO BILLS. 

. FaM at OliiinMii. 

MPii FRSSIDCIIT* Under rule 6 of the Benanl UeaulntiTe Coimoil 
Procedure Buies, I nominate — 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.e., 

(3) Dr. Muhammad Azisul Haque, and 

(4) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta, 

on the Panel of Chairmen for the current session. 


House Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Lnder rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1; Mr. Mohammed Taufiq, 

(2) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(3) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(4) Mr. Charles Edward Clarke, 

(5) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabi.sh, and 
(G) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.p., 

on the House Committee for the current session. 


Governor*Cefieral*s Aisent to Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have now to inform the honourable members that 
the following Bills vrhich were passed by both Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislature have been assented to by His Excellency the Governor-General 
under the provisions of section 7G(i) of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
namely : — ^ ^ 

(1) The Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, 1946. 

(2) The Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946. 


Govomor’t Astofit to Bills. 

Mr. PREBI DENTS 1 have also to inform the honourable members that 
the following Bills which were paiesed by both Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislate nave been assented to by ms Excellency the Governor under 
the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, namely: — 

(1) The Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946. 

(2) The Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

(3) The Murshidabad Bill, 1946. 

(4) The Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1946. 

I am also to inform the honourable members that His Excellency the 
Governor has, under the provisions of section 75 of the Government of 
ludia Act, 1^5, withheld his assent to the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Bepatriation and Belief) Bill, 1946, which was passed by both Chambers 
of the Bengal Legislature, for the reasons given in a communication 
J^ddreesed to the Secretary, ^ngal Legieiative Coimoil, copiec oi which 
have been distributed to the honourable membem. 
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GOVEENMINT BILLS. 


[3sd Feb., 


4 

Lajring of Oniiiifioos. 

Tlli Hon’biO Mr. H. t. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I beg to lay the fallow, 
i&g Ordinances before the House: — 

The Bengal Jute Mills (Temporary Provision) Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Consumer Cb>ods Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 1946. 
The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 194A. 

The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Drugs Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Criminal Laif^mendment Ordinance, 1947. 

The Bengal Special IMsers Ordinaii^e, 1946. 

The Bengal Special Powers Amendment Ordinance, 1947. 

The Bengal Civic Guards Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, 
1946. ^ 

The Bengal j^pecial Powers (Amendment; Ordinance, 194^). 

^ Laying of Amendmonts to tfto Bengal Motor Vehiolas Rules, 1840. 

Tho Hon'blf Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, I have another business. 
1 lay on tUe table also amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 
1940. ^ 


The Caloutta Ront Bill, 1046. 

The Hon'ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HdSAIN: Sir. I be/tc. 
present the report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Rent Bill, 194fi. 

, The Hon'ble Mr. FAUUR f AMMAN t Sir, 1 beg to give notice that 
1 shall move on the llth^ebruary, |#47, that the Calcutta Rent Bill as 
re^Jorted by the Select Committee be taken ‘iaio consideration and passed as 
•ettled in the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would suggest that amendments 
to the motion to be moved by the Hon’ble Minister, wmelv, thaif Ihe Cal- 
cu*tia Rent Bill be taken into consideration should be given notice of up 
to 6 p.ra. on Friday, the 7th February.^ ^ 

Tbt Hon'ble Mr. SAIYED MUAXZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, perhaps 
these aij^endment.H will lie only with regfrd to the clauses of the Bill ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, with regard to the clauses of the Bill as well 
at with regard to the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration. I 
thdnk, however, that longer |)«riod should be given for giying notice of 
amendments. In that case the Bill cannot be taken up on the 11th Febru- 
ary. 1 would therefore request the Hon’ble Minister to suggest some 
other date, 

Tta Hea'M. Mr. FAU.UR RAHMAN: tlmn let itV taken up a$ the 
17th February. > 

Mr. railliOENT: All right. In that case amenteents may be put 
in boBii irith regard to the motion that the Bill be taken into conaideratioii 
aa well a« with regard to the clauses of the Bill up to 3 p.m. Thursday, 
the 13|h February. That I hope gives ample time. ^ 
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Non-Agrieuitiinil 


Immmf <TMPorary ProviaiMit) IxtamBag 
Bill. fM7. « 


1^"Hoil*bl0 Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN t Sir, with your permiasiou, I 
beg to introduce the Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
gions) Extending Bill, 1947 and also beg to give notice that I shall move, 
at short notice, on the 6th February, 1941, that the said Bill be taken into 
consideration and passed as settled in the Council, 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOMOLANABISHs Sir, you have already 
fixed 6th February for the discussion of the adjournment motion. 

The Hon'Ille Mr. FAXLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it very formal thinr 
and I do not think it will interfere with the adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I think so. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLAN/y||SH: Then it is all right. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, Mrir Rahman, th#e is some difficulty about 
moving your Bill on the 6th because there are two liolidays intervening and 
so there will be no time for submitting amendments, although I presume 
the number of amendments will he very Ofnall. 

The HdFble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 think, Sir, there will be none. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not take up the Bill on the^lOth February^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAR: Yes, Sir, it may he taken uf 
on the 10th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right then let the Bill be takel uaon the 10th 
February and let the amendments, if any, be submitted by 3 # clock on the 
Gth February. Is that agreed toP 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sin* 


The B^gal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR. RAHMAN: ^ir, I have got another Bilk 
With your permission 1 beg to iutrQ||^ce me B0l|l||wl Tenancy (Amendment^ 
Bill, 1947, and also beg to give notice that I shall move at short noticf on 
the 12th February, 1947, that the said Bill be taken into consideration and 
passed as settled in the Council. 

Mnd^RESIDEIIJ; As regards submission of amendments, what date 
do you suggest? 3 o’clock on 10th? 

The Hon’ble Mr. f AZLUR RAHAMAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ail righft 

THe Bengal Undeairabit AdvartiaemenU (Control) Bill, 1947. 

Tbe Hon’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir^ 1 beg to give notice that I 
shall introduce the ‘Bengal tlndesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947, 
which waa, published in the Calcutta Gaaette on the 23rd January. 1947. 
I also give notice that I shall move that the Bill be taken nito eonsidera- 
tioa on the 24th February aid I shall also move thereafter that the Bill as 
ae^^d in Council be passed. 

Mr. PRiilOBNTs I suggest that amendments be put in hy 3 o’clock 
on 15th Febmaty. 

The ficnife stands i^oumed till 2-16 p.m. on Thursday ^ the 6th Fehruary.. 



*£'■> . • P 

m.: : MEMBERS ABSENT. [3u> Feb., |M7.*] 

fiil|vWrnmvnb 

The Cottnoil then adjourned till 2-15 p.m., on Thursday, Mib 6th 
February, 1W7. ^ 

Mambars abaanL 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 3rd 
February, 1947;— 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. Nur ^bmed, 

(3) Eban Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid, 

<4) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

id) Mr. Satish Chandra 

(6) Mr. Humayun Eabir, 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. George Morgan, c.^.e., 

<10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

<11 ) Mr. Satieh Xliandra Sen, and 
<12) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. ^ 





BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNOL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947~No. 2. 


The* Council met in the Lejyuslative Chamber of the Legislative 
[building,, Calcutta, on Thursday, the (ith February, IJMT, at 2-16 p.m., 
)eing the^nd day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 
>f the Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir ItuoY Prasu) Singh Roy. k.c.i.k.) was 
n the Chair. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Sir, 1 )>eg to move that 
his Cnuncil do adjourn its business to discuss a dehnite matter of urgtuit 
>ublio importance, namely, tlie situation that has arisen due to the terrible 
itroi’ities committed upon tlie Hindus in the districts of Noakimli and 
rip])eia in October and November last when large numl>^ra|of Hindus, men; 
romen andM'hildreii, were brutallx lulled, their pro]>erti?s loote<l, houses 
nil lit, woriK'u abduct(*(I, rapeil and forcibls married ami thousands of them 
o^l‘ibl^ converted to Islam b\ well-organist‘d bands ot Muslim hooligans 
iiider a premeditated plan and tlu' failure of the (iovernnn‘n4 to prevent or 
ironiptly check the same oi' to render timely assistance to the peiiq:>le affected 
ii'l to make adetpiate provision tor the protection amf^rehabilitation of the 
«‘tugees wiio were rendered homeles.s ami jienniless by th<*se dilturhanceH. 

Nil, liardly could the peojib- ot Bengal recover froia the shock of tht^ 
‘Mibh* carmig® in Calcutta in August last when ne\ys bt‘gan ‘to leak out 
Uai '•till inor(‘ terrible and inhuman barbarities had beim startl'd against 
iie hel|tless Hindus ot numerous villages in tlie districts of Noiikhali and 
ip!‘eia in East Jfengal by the Muslim lioidigans. Preparations for the 
uipo'.t* \\Vn»*})eing made from early October by inembers of the Muslim 
•eague of the locality, supported hv their comrades from outside. Meet- 
ig" were held and leaflets were hroadca.si inciting tlic Muslims to crudbi 
^e Himlus. This was known to the local police and Magistrates hut no 
tteniion was paid to it and no steps were tuKen. 

In "Noakhali and Tippera the Hindus are in a hopeless minority of 15 to 
i per cent. ItVing in isolated jiatches widely separated from each other and 
irrounded 1)> overwhelming numbers of Muslims with whom they had 
tpiarrel or dispute whatsoever. The two comniunitii's had been living 
lere side by side in peace tor centuries and the Hindus had done nothing 
> ^end their neig|ibours, the Muslims. Still the Muslims inspired by 
their leaders of the League coiiibine<l them'helves to attack and annihilate 
^lein. Tht Hindus informed the Polige and the Magistrates and asked for 
help tud protection but none did take notice them. Whether it w'a» 
a case of gross negiigenoe r>n their part or passive connimmce wdih the 
object of the hooligans or fear of the Muslim League Ministry, we need 
pause to conside® now. but the result was that during the second week 
‘>1 October, fhe Mu< 5 lim#h<Hdigans started the attack on tne Hindu families 
an organiseil manner with a premeditated plan. 

Bands of hundreds, and in some cases thousands, of Musliai hooligans 
<»i‘uied widh deadly weapons including firearms, raided the Hindu houscj 
Ole after another. Extorted money from them, set their houses on fire, looted 
thing that they could lay their hands upon, thAi killed them and finally 
forcibly converted the survivors to Islam, abducted, raped and forcibly 
oiarrie^ their women. Jfo huittan being nor even brutes could conceive of 
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more horrible and cruel barbarities than that were conceived, planued ‘and 
executed there in cold blood upon innocent and harmless men, women and 
children unprovoked, as was done in those villages. In many j^hstances 
large sums of money were extorted as subscriptions for the Muslim League 
and having secured that on threat of murder and violence, they demanded 
the victims to embrace Islam and on refusal tortured •nd killed thesm and 
threw their bodies to the flames of their burning houses. 

Abduction, rape and forcible marriages went, on side by side and 
mullahs, as meinbers of the party, were ready at hand ^ to make the 
unfortunate , victims recite the Raima. Even those who b^ force yere made 
to accept Islam were not spared; their houses were buiht and,Mest the> 
might revert to Hinduism Jater on, their women were married to some one 
or other of the hooligans or their relatives. 

More heart-rending, cruel and barbarous atrocities and tyranny could 
not be perpetrated by even th# worst irhninals and fanatics under any 
civilised (idv^mitlent unless the GoverniUent connived at them. These 
Were goingron from day t6 day and week after week well over a montli but 
nothing was done to protect the affected Hindus. AVhile this was going 
on and information began to leak (uit to the outside world tht‘ Government 
of llengal HUpj)ressed the news tor days together and wanted to minimist* 
the gravity of the situation. The (''hief Minister after several days ot 
aileuee arranged -^n aerial tour ot the affected areas with His Exeelleney tln^ 
Governor and afwr^iuving a few hou^s of low flying in those aieas publiclv 
declared that the incidents were grossly exaggerated b> tlie Hindu Press 
and though burning of houses was rather extensive the number ot death.- 
was low in ihr^e figures. There w’as a deliberate attempt to ignore the fact 
of mass conversion, forcible iiiarriuges, abduction and rape. He did not 
care to get d<^wn orJkpproach the miscreants, his brothers in faith, and 
comraeies if the Muslim League, to utter a word of protest or, threat oi 
•trong and *irame(Uate^ action but 8ilentl> flcw’ awa\ leaving the miscreanli- 
,to *go on wi^h tbeir job as merrily us ever. N<i serif)us attempt to call in 
the armed police or military in sufficient numbers was made and no 
were pusseu to ruthlessly stop the atrocities. The ,,Chief Minister by hi.- 
acts and deeds, led the hooligans to believe that the ffcrv’erninent were behind 
them. The Gliie( Minister’s belated statements (lid- not r€»aj or 

strong and sincere condemnation of these inluiman uttooitjes,'!. but reaidinji 
in between the Hues his earlier statements issfied m this connection, one can 
readily perceive his ill-concealed satisfaction, covered by a thin layer oi 
mild threats and protests. The whole Government machinery w’as practi 
cully at a standstill so tar as maintenance of laW and order in those p^rts o! 
Ithe country was concerned. The hooligans believed, and 1 bate no^doub 
they fully knaw, that the League (tovernin^tp'Would not interefere with then 
in their crusade against tlie Hindus. In fact the whole thing appears t< 
have been planned b\ the League and executed by their leaders with th( 
help of tlieir fanatical followers upd it was obviously foolish to expect tin 
League; Government to exert tli^'Selves for the protection of the unfortTBttit 
Hinuua. For days together pot soul from members of the Govern 
ment or of the Muslim La^gue or, for the matter of that, any high ofhcia 
cared to do anything to^lb^ively i^ton these ctuel barbarities and atrocitie.s 
It was about i#OkWo^ks.^ter that militarv were posted Imt they, it is sai(l 
were inpupable of contafttug the miscreanti for want of fa<‘ilities of comiiiuni 
cati## — though the hooligans could move frpia vilHgoI villa|:e and hous( 
to house and commit murder, arson, rape^ abductioi^ and all those atrocities 
unchecked and unhamn^ed. About 10 daya later Mr. Jinnah issued i 
statement ^th an explanation that he was awaiting fuller information s 
long. In this belated statement be, like Mr. Suhrawardy, complained o 
exaggeration by the Press, but did not suggest any ^strong or drasti 
measures, lest that migft stop the atrocities too early. 

It was only Mr. Shanisuddin Ahmed who had the frankness to admit ii 
bis stfd^enl that there was mass murder, arson, rape abduction an< 



forcible eonversion, etc., but unfortunately he too did not or could not 
sugge«t effective measures to stop these atrocities. 

The British had not then, nor have they even 4ow, quitted India— 1 
doubt if they will ever quit India, unless evicted by force or force of 
circumstances. These British peojde with their full resources, their Army, 
arms a&id ammunition, were looking on as the Purusha of the Sankhya, aa 
on lookers totally unaffected and unconcerned, unwilling and unable* to 
iiiterefere and to let themselves be involved because of their high principle. 
There was no sincere protest or even righteous indignation at these atrocities 
ever expressed by the leaders of the British community here, far less any 
organised attempt to volunteer to protect these helpless Hindus from such 
brutal massacre, tyranny and oppression. Are these people all cowards? 
Are these people so callous and uncultured as not to be roused to their sense 
of •Inty to their fellowinen by these horrible atrocities on ti hapless and help- 
less miuority community. The unajl^er is: Why then did they not raise 

their voice against these outrages? The answer is that they act on 

principle. Here they acted on imperialistic nrincipie. This onslauglit om 
the Hindus, this communal trouble engineered and fo.stered by them w{>uld 
help them in clinging to their Empire. The abominable communal award 
helped them to create a Muslim sfatutory majority in the Legislature here in 
Bengal. The British people are bound to support the Muslim League (iovern 
iiient installed here at all costs, even in their barbarities uod tyranies on tbs 
same imperi§listic principle provided these did not touch th(‘it» persons or their 
pocket.s. I cun easily iiulgine what wliuld have been the fate of this I^eague 
tiovernment and their supporters, the hooligans, and all connected with 
them if even one hundredth part of this sort ot atrocities ^was committed 
upon an^' Britisher here or if any single man of their coinmunitv were killed 
or any single woman were ahdncted or raped or forcijijy married or anyone 
converted to Islam. But during all these fateful days and weekflythey were 
us silent as dead. And yet some of them j^d not feel the slightest shamp 
or hesitation to declare that the casualties were low hi S figures as if that 
wa,s not worth any .serious notice. This show's to w’hat depth they have 
fallen for their principle. 

Sir, this outburst of fanaticism could have been suppresaed in no time 
if thP* Qofarli|aetit hlid oj^ly tlie w’ill to do so. All this could hwve been stopped 
if the League Cead^rs had immediately gone to the localities and strongly 
and sincerely condemned ^he.se barbarities and took immediate uiul drastic 
action. And one can easily see that the (ioverninent w'ould have certainly 
done that had not the lieaguers were at the back of it, had they not planmnl 
Jt or jand they not been concerned in their execution. The relief workers 
sent by several Hindu organiiations were hiimpeved in their* humanitariiui 
Work by the fiovernment offia^hf, many of them at the earlier stages were 
not even ^lloweil to approach the .scene of occurrences, many were not given 
the assistance they required. In spite of reouest they were not even given 
any protection. Many of them were waylaid, abducted and killed. 

When hundreiL and thousands of refugees took shelter in relief -centres 
opened by private relief di^anisations. Government after giving tneagre 
Hnd niggardly doles of rice for u few week.s, starlfd threatening the refugees 
^ith stoppage of supply unless they rft^iirDed to*#lieir reflective homes, 
Knowing full well that they had no hmnes to go to, noihii^ left for them 
jn tlii.s world and the place wher?*‘they had their Ironies were infested with 
hoolipj^i^i, st81 at large i^amik)t.about as wild beast.s to fall upon the nthdus 
wherever they could find tfiem.* Sir. as a result of the Lalcutta killing and 
these NoaklKiii and Tippera atrocities there w'as' terrible repercussions in 
”oiar, where 1 must admit to our shamr and disgust the peifile started 
reprisals against tfie Muslim }M)pulation and innm-ent people were killed and 
burnt. But the (government there ^ook such prompt and 
^ffecti ye measures that the di.sturbances W'ere quelled in less than a week, 
ihe distinguishing features there was total absence of any case of molesta- 
won of women, aodnctioD or Tape or forcible marriages o® conversion. 
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Severtbelesa the Congress Ministers and other Confess Leaders had been 
promptly deputed to the scene, military and armed police were at once rushed 
with orders to stop the disturbances as speedily as possible and they did 
stop it in no time 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. The steps 
taken by the Bihar Governntent may be a matter of controversy. I think. 
Sir, reference .should ))e made to the steps taken by that Government 
in thi.M (’ouncil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it i.s the practice that no reference should 
be made to the action of another Government and it is better not to make 
any reference to it. ^ 3 % 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, may I point out that il 
is more than better and 1 request you to rule it out of order any reference 
to the activities* of another Governments Because it would mean that 1 
would in Ti^ly 'havfe to refer to their action and that would bfe very invidious. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It ha.s never been the practice to refer to the actioi: 
of another Provincial Government and you better not make any reference 
to it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Sir, 1 bou down to youi 
ruling. I did not discu.ss tin* propriety or the policy of anot^ier Govern 
ment. I just mentione<l the matter and wanted ta,sav that it proper precaU' 
tion had been taken no incidents either in Xoukhali or in Bihar could havt 
hapjiened. However, Sii, a.s I .said the Bengal Government could have doin 
tbe sam(‘ thing if they had only willed to do .ho and had thc> done so, th« 
Bihar ineident.s w'ouki not have happened at all. But the iu'urt of tin 
Governmtq^t of Ben^^l wa.s not in Noakhali or Tipperu, it wa.s in Bihar. ^ 
higli otiicial was deputed to Bihar to look after the ridugee.^ in Bihai — 
though he was rwt mainted thi*re and though tlu* Goveininent there w’a 
doing all that wa.s necessar\ and possifile for the prot(‘ction and well bein# 
of those unfortunate refugee.-, tlieri*. But tht* Government of Bengal w’er 
not .satisfied and they w'ante<l to bring them in Bengal and have sinci 
uctuall> brought here over retugee.s and are ^sjfJ'pding iakl^s o 

rupees tor theft mufiitenunci' and have also o]nwi«d siwaiiiil ^hos|fitaIs to 
them * ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Moholanabish, 1 would reque.st to cunfini 
yourself to the incidents in Noakhali and Tippera. Please leave Biha 
a]>ai t . 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH; All right. Sir Thi 
generosity magnanimity and sense of humanity and fellow feeling is reall, 
commendable. But wlien we eoinjiare this with the manner in w'hich th 
Noakhali and Tiiiperu refugees have been and are being treated by the sam 
Government our heart i.s filled with intense sorrow and angui.sh. It is clea 
that tlie League Government in Bengal ha.*, enough kindness, enougi 
generosity and magnaniitiify but that only foj*'^their own community an^ 
nothing to spare for the Hindus. This is rank cnmmunalism — open am 
sickening. Nevertheless^ I have ihery sympathy for the victims and th 
refugees, thougli thi-* misfortune was brottght uj>on them by the mad polic; 
o| the League and League (fovernmenf ’of Beng|l by the policy of thei 
Direct Action, and their policy of hate against the Hindus 

Mr. PRESIDENT. ^ Mr. Moholanabisli, if you refer to the Biba 
refugees more it w^^ill be my |«iinful duty to a.sk you to sif down. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: I was only Wiling o 
the Bihar refugees 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is hot the subject matter under discussion 
You better avoid that. 
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Mr. MACE^MDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: Sir, it is obvidiis that 
unless that policy is changed, Calcutta, Noakhali and Bihar will repeat 
themselves in a vicious circle and the fire that would be kindled will con- 
.-ume the whole of India. 

Now, Sir, the causes that led to these outrages in Noakhali and Tippera 
are pretty clear. It was neither economical nor religious. The league 
leaders with a view to shift the blame from their own shoulders tried to 
.suggest that they were purely economical. But the fact that subscriptions 
were extorted for the Muslim Iseague, that there were abduction of women, 
iorcible conversions and iorcible marriages and mas.s massacre disprove any 
such suggestion. The fact that only members of the Muslim League and 
Muslim community were aggressors, that none (ji any other oomniunitv was 
attacked by the hooligans conclusively disprove it. ‘ That the cause" was 
political admits of no controversy. The circumstances leading to these 
atrocities prove it beyond any shadow of doubt. 

These were ,jDot merely outrages on the Ilindu.s, but suirageg on biviiisa- 
tioii, on culture, on religion, on humanity and on every thing el.se which 
distinguishes nian from beasts, civilisation from barbarism. Are we to live 
hencelorth a life of the jungle surrounded by beasts of prey ready to pounce 
upon us at every moment-' Are we hencelorth to live in eternal fear of 
losing our live.s. our properties, our honour, our religion and above all the 
honour of our women ? Are we always to be ready to kill in self-defence 
or ♦‘Ise be killed h* 1 would ask the League (lovernment to an.swer straight 
to these questions. 

riiis present Government have been persistently working in the sole 
interest of the Muslim League to further the interest of their aggres.sive 
party politic.s, in the sole interest of their own community in every sphere 
of its a('tiviti(‘s and at the cost of all the olh(*r jx'oph* in tin* proviiu-e. Such 
a partisan (joverniiient , which seeks to oppress ami suppress the minority 
roiiiiuun it N in such a wa\ ought not to lie permifttMi to fuift’tion a du,\ h»nger. 
Indeed I do not find the l(‘ast imlication that theie is going to h(» any change 
of lieait or any change of policy evtui for the sake of decency in piihlic life 
and affairs or in the juliuinistration of this Province. There lias not lieen 
any frank and 5tron|^: denunciation of these Noakliali outrages or t>f the 
iUmminable meUiyJs pursued during these disturbanoes and no real plan 
or measure.s ado|^ted to prevent the recurrence of such carnage which has 
been repeated twice in three months. 

The League Gouncil from which Mr. Suhrawardy has recently returned 
has called for the police to protect them in Bihar." After having violated 
every canon ot law' and every rule of morality in every part of the country 
and Fuiving coininitted or rau.s|*d to fie committed thousand times worse 
atrocities in Calcutta, Noakhali, and Tippera in Last Bengal, they are now 
railing for the police. Not a w-ord was saiil in the last League ('ouncil 
Resolution about the tragedy in Noakhali and Tippera and no police was 
asked to protect thq Hindus. On the other hand no serious attempt ha.s been 
made or is being made to ui.si»ire confidence in the refugees in Noakhali ami 
Tippera to enable them to return to tlieir villages. Absolutely no action 
has been taken to recover or rescue the unfortunate women and girls who 
have been so cruelly abducted or forcibly luarried. This heartless Govern- 
ment cannot feel for them and do not like to give any assistance for tlieir 
rtscue or recovery for advancement of their political game. 

There is yet time for the I.eague an<) the J^eugue tiovernment of Bengal 
ft) change this policy of terrori.sm. Termrism has never succeeded in the 
world. L<K)k at the fate of Hitler and MHissoliiii. Gnce they Were regarded 

invincible ami unconquerable but they failed and they liad to die u miser- 
»*ble death — death that is due to tiie worst crimiimis. 

It is no use threatening and liragging that one lakh of Muslims can 
Vanquish crores of Hindus..^ This (laznalar Ali — firand threats and 
proj^ganda will not bring your goal an inch nearer. The goal which ought 
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to be tbe common goal of all tbe inhabitants of India can Iw achieved only 
by peaceful methods, not by terrorism. These mad effusions and mean 
lactics must be abandoned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time is up,. 

Order, order. Motion r^oved that this Council do adjourn it.s 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance 
; namely, the situation that has arisen due to the terrible atrocities committed 
* upon the Hindus in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera in October and 
November last when large number of Hindu.s. men, women and children, 
were brutally killed, their properties looted, houses burnt, women abducted, 
raped and forcibly married and thousands of them forcibly converted to 
Islam by well organised bands of Muslim hooligans under a premediated 
plan and the failure of the (rovernment to prevent or promptly check the 
same or to render timely assistance to the i)eople affected or to make adequate 
provisions for the protection and rehabilitation of the refugees who were 
rendered homeless and penniless by these distur])ances. ' 

Khan Bahadur CHYA8HUDDIN PATHAN: Mr. President, Sir, f fail 
to understand tlie urgency of tabling this motion over tlie so-called incidents 
of Noakhali and Tijipera after the la{)se ol .^ome 4 or o months. The 
reason is 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : t)n a point ot Order 
Sir. Is my learned triend in order in (lUesUoniiig the piopriety ol 
admission of this motion. 

Khan Bahadur CHYA8HUDDIN PATHAN: Sir 1 have not (picstitm- 
ed nf)r do I qm*sti(m the pro]>net\ iii allowing lliis iidjounnnent motion 
I said that I failed t(» understaml tlie urgency ot moving ihi" adjoin nnient 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: After due consideration I have admitted the moiion 
and no reference should be made to its admissibility. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8HUDDIN PATHAN: The reason is rather 
stronger on the jiart ot this side of the Hou>e to table a similar motion tor 
what has been going on in Noakhali and Tipjxua in the napie ot restoration 
of peace and amity. The Muslims are being harassed and insulted riglit 
and left. The remarks of the mover ol the motion are not only worse than 
useless now but they are full of exaggeration and misstatements. It is far 
from truth to say tiiat the (lovernmeiit taileil to render adequate assistance 
and make necessary arrangements to give shelter to the affected persons 
On the other hand, in our opinion, the (lovernmeiit did more than what the 
situation warranted. Moreover alter the statement ot the IlonTde Minister 
to the effect that peace and confidence hud been restored in Noakhali I do 
not think there is any meaning in moving this a<ljournment motion now 
The law has taken its course, and offenders, it any, .and even innocent 
persons are being brought to book. In this view of the matter this motion 
does not, I think, deserve any consideration. With these few words I 
oppose the motion. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, it has been asked as to whyjiftei 
such a long lapse of time, long after the happening of these unfortunate 
events a motion for adjournment should be moved at all. There has, no 
doubt, been a long interval between now and then but there was no 
opportunity to move a motion at an earlier date. Moreover, I think, tht- 
events which have hapj^ed would require a very thoughtful consideration 
by everybody to de<*idp our future course of action. I can only say that 
tbeae events, these unfortunate incidents, are <lue to the root cause of 
mutual distrust betwe«m the two communities. It has destroyed the intrinsic 
trust without which no society can exist. So this motion is in time and 
ia rightly moved and I think we should not lie actuated by technical objec- 
tions but i^e should seriously think about what has happened. Any attempi 
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at whitewashing these incidents would only augur evil' for the country. 
Let us hope that the mission of the Saint of the East, I mean Mahatma 
Gandhi, and the object of his pilgrimage may succeed. His mission is to 
restore the intrinsic confidence and trust between the two communities. 
Let us take the lesson from him and pray that his mission be . fulfilled. 
Heally, Sir, the events of Noakhali are a challenge to the conscience of the 
nation and of the world and Mahatma Gandhi wants that the whole nation 
should take up that challenge and not allow’ a repetition of incidents like 
these. Sir, 1 will not recount the incidents; they are the events of only 
the other day, they are matters of recent past. And it is unfortunate and 
unwise that attempts should be made by the administration to shroud the 
events from disclosure to the public. That was a very unfortunate ai\d 
unwise attempt. There is no doubt that atrocities have been committmi 
which can justly be descriiieil as crimes against humanity. Sir, as I have 
said, I will not recount them. As to the conduct of the administration I 
c.in speak from my personal experience. I came to know of these incidents 
on the J4th of (October I94t>. As soon us 1 came to know of them 4 at oucf 
proceeded to Choumohani and Sonaimuri, the only two outlets from the 
cordoned area. What was happening there was imjmssihle to know; I 
could only get some glimpse ot these unfortunate incidents from some 
icfiigees w'lio told me their sorrowful tales. N<»t only were the authorities 
not taking an> action hut the whole area was cordonetl round and it was 
iiii])ossil)le for aiiybods to come out of or enter into th(>se areas. It was 
inii)Ossilde foi' us to send any sma'our or rtdi(*f to the jieople who were 
coiitined there; they suflered extreme humiliation and tortures worse than 
death. What were tlie authorities doing!*^ Gii the loth of Oedober I met 
Mr. Abdulla. tli(‘ Supt'riiiteiident of Polie.e, Noakhali, at f’omilla town as a 
guest <d a European gentleman of the town. I told him ever\ thing about 
ilo' ]ia]>penings ;es learnt at Choumohani and Sonaimuri. 1I(‘ then proceeded 
ijom (omilla to Noakhali -that w.is on the loth of October while atrocities 
sKiitfd on the Hull of OctoluM On the same da\ I came to know that the 
Ihoi'lde Ml. Ahdul Ontiai) w.ts jooeeeding to Noakhali and 1 did go lo 
l.viksiiani to no>et him and t(dd him that wo did not knou what was happefP^' 
iiiL’ HI tilt' inteiior hecaiise tlu* aifccteil parts utut' com])lctel_\ cut oft froifl^ 
all ( oiumnnieat loll h\ th(‘ ]iei pet rators t>f tln'sr atmcitics au<l any numb(‘r 
ot outrages might he committed without the information rcachiil^ 
iht' out.sith* \v(old. I ju*rsuadt‘d him to take \^ith him one of 
oui vei\ ielial)le Congress woikers. Mr. Mukherji, just to gef 
an outline ot what a('tuall\ happening, 'riiis was on the loth 
Ocioiipr when tlu* Superinteioleiit of Ihdice was in Coinilla although 
devastations were g’oing on in the district from the HMh t)f October. 
In this way oppression wu.s spreading towards the Tippera border# within 
the Laksham thaiia border aud there fortunately, 1 may say, that the first 
attempt of the Muslim hooligans was successfully resisted at Hassanahad 
111 Laksham by the joint eft'orts of the Hindus and Muslims and some oi the 
hotdigans were caught and made over to the authorities. Hut ultimately 
the hooligans were successful and |iroceeded wdth their atrocities northwards 
m the Chandpur subdivision. 1 must say that there w-as a complete disloca- 
Uon of the administration there, and I ean say this that administration 
which allows people to resort to the jiriinitive methods of barliarities and 
atrocities forfeits any right to govern or support of the people. It is a fact 
^*iid I have heard it from very telialde source that tw'o months before the 
occurrence information was sent repeatedly U> the Magistrate and to the 
Superintendent of I*olice and the thaiia officers about the preparations that 
were going on by certain organised people to have u mass attack on the 
minority community, but no steps were taken by the authorities to check 
It. 1 may say that this was not a niaiis outbreak, it was not a mass Muslim' 
rising but it was an engineered, well designed and w’ell planned move for 
uprooting the existence of Hindus from those areas. Neither the Superin- 
tendent of Police nor the Magistrate paid any heed to the warning that was 
given by the minority comeJunity. It was rather a very cleyer move on 
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the part of the Magistrate who was due for transfer to leave shortly befor 
the occurrence not to take any action thinking that he would not be mad 
responsible if anything happened after he left the place. This is ver 
cowardly on the part of the officer 

Mr. ^RESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, you should not use the word “cowardly' 
in the absence of the officer who cannot refute the allegations. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I am sorry, Sir and I withdraw it 
Then, Sir, the Police Superintendent, Mr. Abdulla, was benevolenth 
inactive all this time and did nothing to check the occurrence. Militar 
did not leave for the place of occurrence earlier than 24th October. On thi 
23rd I met Lt.-Genl. Bucher and told him the urgent necessity of stationing 
the Military force in the affected areas. But the actual operation of thi 
military began long after. It is apparent that the administration was sitting 
idle and doing nothing to check this outbreak of atrocities, to check th< 
primitive methods of barbarities in this modern century. 

Then about rehabilitation. On the 1st of February 1947, I had mei 
Mr. Nuniniiabi, the Special (.ommissioner for Behabilitation and I got iron 
him he had to admit — that people were not getting ploughing implement' 
and grants or cattle as yet and w(‘re not getting materials to build tlieij 
houses which had been burnt. I am speaking of Tippera. I asked bin 
whether he had got cash grants or building materials. He said lie liar 
absolutely nothing, neither cash grant nor huildino materials. He onl> 
got assurances on paper. I may .sa\ , Sir, that the\ will get nothing ani: 
when something will come, cash grant or building mateiials. they will In 
lost in transit or they will evaporate or lh(‘> will go down to the black 
market and will never go to the sufferers at all. These ])enple have not yet 
got any building materials, got no im}»!ements ot hus}>an(lr\ . So how they 
will build thtur houses and how the> \m 11 plough their fields, d'his ( allous 
attitud(* of tlie admiiiistratioii cau oul\ ))t‘ de.scrilied to Ik* abso]\it»d\ inhuman. 
It is a qu(\stion of ]uditics and it is not a ijue.stioii ot p.iit\ atiiliation. it is 
ijuestion of the demand of humanity, foi tlu* sake* oi liumanil\ let the 
administration beware. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Mr President, sir. 1 use to 
oppose the motion so ably moved by my trierul, Mr. Mahalanobish. I was 
endeavouring to find whether be was moving a motion about Noakhaii or 
really he was moving a motion about Biliar. Much ot what he hn.s stated 
about Noakhaii is true ab(»ut Bihar 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Plea.se do not refer to Bihar. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, lu. ,l„l an.l referred 
to Bihui and 1 have got to 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was not approved ot by the ('hair or hv the House 
and so I would reipiest \ou not to refer to it. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: 1 .hall trv t.. keep mvseli as 
abouT Iblirr"' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: if you refer to it then it will be mv painful duty 
to ask to resume your seat. So belter do not mention Ifiliai at all. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: S.,, before you .av so may I 

reque,st you to consider whetlier bis portion about Hiliar .should be expunged 
or not, * 


Mra PRESIDENT: I shall consider that. 


Khu Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Thank you. Sir, Mr. Moho- 
anabish stated that the Muslim League never took anv cognisance of 
wnat nappened in Aoakhali, much less the Government of the province. 
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Sir. I Ota tell you this much that as soon as the news reached Calcutta on 
the 14th October the Chief Minister sent one of his colleaj^ues, the Minister 
in chargee of Civil Supplies, Mr. Gofran, to Noakhali and what were his 
activities at Noakhali everybody knows. If after that somebody comes 
forward and says that Government were callous or indifferent, T sliould say 
he i." deliberately thinkinjr of .something whi<;h he should not think. Any- 
way. he has accused the Muslim League Government of the province for 
being callous and inhuman. I '^ay. Sir, tliis Government overacted in 
taking action. 

I may say a few words about what the Muslim League did here. 
Immediately the news reached Calcutta, the Muslim League Working Com- 
mittee passed a resolution condemning the action of the hooligans. The 
local Muslims did try to prevent these things. The District Muslim League 
Imd no information of what was happening there. You are aware, Sir, of 
the communmation difficulties there. One is not expected to know what is 
liappening 15 miles away from the headquarters when there is so much of 
transport difficulty. Anyway, Sir, that is neither here nor there. I 
shudder to think wdiat ojipression the military police are at present 
conunitting on the Muslim.s in Noakhali under the guidance of what they 
call the Congress volunteers that are now winking in Noakhali under the 
guidance of their able leader, Mr. (iandhi. 1 would like to say .so though 
I know, Sir, tluit Mr. Gandhi lia.s gone there W'itli a noble mission, — at 
least that is what the Congress platfomi preaches. Well, 1 say that 
Mr. Gandhi has gone there to provoke the Muslims and not really to bring 
hack jieace in thosi* areas (A muck: (Question'') You may say (^ie<.tinn 
hut 1 say, from his conduct it will show tliaf he has Ixym trying to do so. 

VAell, I went to (omilla along with other Muslim League leaders and I 
have seen several retugee centres at Comilla and Keni. Hut what w’e found 
theoC" A\ oil, not that there is much ol complaint against th(‘ local Mus- 
hnis hut it was an organis(‘(l atlcmjit t«» bring up a case against the local 
Muslim licagm* and tiic liimlus have succeeded in making“ a ease under the 
guidance ol Mr. Gandhi. They have been succes.sfiil in f*ommitting the 
"ofst type of atrocities, the most criminal acts against humanity. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: ( ite an instance. 


Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: There is a number of 
instances. 

Mr. BUOY SINCVl NAHAR; Kowher.-; it is ull fals<>. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN; Y ou may su\ it is false. 
M hut happened at Seuldah and at all the way-side railway stations in 
Hengal? These Congress hooligans started checking u]) the [las.seiigers 
that were coming from Noakhali side. Immediately after the incidents of 
-'oakhali these Congfess hooligans started setting uji what they call relief 
centre.H by the rail way station sides in Bengal and in the name of relief 
^’hat they were doing was checking passengers anri killing them mercilessly. 
Muslun women in purdah were humiliateil like anything. I was present at 
the Sealdah station 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Why <lid \ou not stop it when you saw 


Khan Bahtb Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN; AV«di, I did mv level best. 
'Again I tell you, Sir. it is due to the kindne».s of the Chief Minister that 
hey are still there, they are still functioning there. Sir, the civil adminis- 
^■i^ition of Noakhali ha.s cea.sed to function. The criminal admiriistration is 
continuing under the guidance of that hypocrite Mr. Gandhi. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAiH Stop it. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Wahiduzzaman, the use of that expression 
neither adds force to your arguments nor to the dignity of the debate. So 
will you please withdraw that expression? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: No Sir, because I feel that 
lie is a hypocrite. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, I am 8orr>% I shall have to ask you to 
«it down. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: I will sif down but I will not 
withdraw that expression. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I shall not allow you to speak further. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 shall speak later on. My friend Rai 
Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray will speak now, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is for the (’hair to decide who will speak next 
it you do not want to speak now\ Order, order. Yes, Mr. Amulyadhone 
Hoy. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Most dee])ly 1 regret the unfortunate 
incidents in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera ami my heart-felt .sympathy 
goe.s to the sufferers in tho.se districts. Hut, Sir, I have occupied this floor 
of the Chamlier not to apportion the blame between the Ministry and the 
OjjpositioM or for the mutter of that between the Muslims and the Hindus. 
Th(‘ f)nl_v (|uestioiv tliai ari.ses in my mind is this: What is the utility of 
this inljounmieni motion? Will it lead to Ilindu-Muslini unity? My 
answei is an em]diatic “No”. Will it }.»o to allay tin* sufferings of our 
brothel's and sisters in the districts of Noakhali and d’i])])era. or Avill it go 
to the solution of the root (*uuse which is responsible for the misfortune of 
thousands of men, women and children? Here, again, my an.swer is the 
saim*. Then, Sir. let the traged\ <d Noakhali and Tipj)i*ra on whicli .this 
adjournment motion is based be an e.\e-opener for our future guidance. 
With the utmost humility let me make an appeal to the honourable members 
of the opposition to show through this adjournment motion liow this chapter 
oi civil war in India caff be finall.v closed on tin* recognitum of mutual 
rights and claims by an agreement between the different (‘ommunities con- 
<'erned. For I lie sake of Hindu-Mu.slim unit\ vihich is the only w’a> of 
achieving India’s independence and avoiding this calamity, may 1 urge upon 
my honourable friends on the (’ongress benches to induce Mahatma (irandhi 
to go to the province of Bihar, so that b> hi.^ action he may win over the 
Biharee Muslims? Why am I making an apiieul tOv^his effect? Congress- 
men '-liould realise that righth or wrongly, probably wrongly, the Muham- 
madan eommunity is suspecting (jaiidhiji, liowever noble his mission may 
be in Noakhali, and 1 hang down uiy head in shame that according to some 
bonniirahlc niemhers of this House, the greatest man in India is today a 
suspect in the text's of Muhammadans. Therefore, Sir, if Mahatma Gandhi 
goes to Bihar, h.N lii.s action he ran win over the confidence of the Muslims 
there h\ persuasion, can induce the Hindus to win over the confidence of 
Muslims and rin-rrr.sn. Thus it will lead to Hindn-Musliin unity which will 
fully bring about India’s independence. Before I finish this subject 1 must 
urge that relief measires in every shape should reach the door of every 
tmflerer if the Ministry wants to survive. With these words I oppo.se the 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir. 1 must at the very 
outset controvert the statement of Mr. Mclnetuv, the District Magistrate 
of Noakhali, who once said that ^he disturbances in Raipur, Ramgunj, 
Lakshmipur and Begmuganj thanas in his district were due to economic 
causes. If it were .so, the disturbances would not have taken a communal 
turn. All poor Hindu^ and poor Muslims would have combined to fall 
upon the rich Hindus and the rich Miuslims and there would have been no 
outrages on women or forced conversion. 
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Sir, the whole thing was political. It was not the work of hooligans 

as we understand the terra. It was planned. Ex-servicemen led and the 

Muslims very generally joined, in which there were presidents of several 
union boards. They fell upon the inoffensive and unoffending Hindus, 
many of whom, on the plea of being given protection were subsequently 
treacherously done away with. Their war cry was — 

They were armed with all sorts of weapons ranging from guns to lathis, 
brickbats and bottles. They cut the highways so as to make governmental 
or private relief or rescue impossible. By Pakisthan they understood not 
the majority rule of the Muslims but the Muslimization of the whole urea. 
And 80 we find innumerable instances of forced conversions. In jier.suit 

of their pet idea of Pakisthan, they descended themselves h) the "lowest 

level of beasts. They raped women, forced them to marriage, committed 
murders bv hundreds, inflicted w’ounds on thousands, burnt houses a*s they 
liked and looted properties worth lakhs and lakhs of rupees with the results 
that panic-.^tricken people fled not only from disturbed areas but also from 
unaffected parts on apprehensions of ojipression. Disturbed areas were 
mostly confined to thanas of Kaipur, Uamganj. Lakshmipur and Begum- 
ganj in Noakhali and to thana.s of Phandpur, Faridganj and Hajiganj in 
Tij)peia. Over a lakh of peojile migrateil to different parts of the provimu* 
and even beyond. It was a planned invasion. Meetings were freipiently 
held before the distuibaiK'es in which violent sptM^cdies were made hy (lie 
Muslim Leaguers depicting what hapjiened in Calcutta in August last and 
what was the pniportion of Muslims and Hindus killed in tht‘ Oreat Calcutta 
Killing. laical authorities uere forewarned of the coming ('vents. No 
jireventive steps were taken. And when the disturbances started they did 
ver> little to cinuimsscrihe it or to stop it. Tin* attitmh* of the local 
authorities encoinaged the invaders to do their worst and the> did their 
worst for a ])t*riod t'xtending ever a fortnight till the Military were on the 
sjiot. It (loveniment really intended to supfiress the rising, it could have 
been quashed in a week s time as was done in Bihar. But. Sir, the jiersons 
in power seemed to enjoy the wlude thing. While iioin time to time 
condemnation came from high (|uarters, it was not fidlowed hy suitable 
actions. Sir, the ('hief Mini.ster and the Minister for Civil Supplies visited 
the disturbed area.s. They blew hot and c(dd at tiie .same time and their 
behaviour brought nd fears in the hearts of the wrong-doers. Mr. Fazlur 
Kuhinan also saw the arrested hooligans who threatenetl to go on hunger 
strike, and what lie told them he knows he>t. There was however one Mini.s- 
ter, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmetl, wiio spoke feelingl> uml did not mince 
matters. Since then he is in the had honk of the Muslim League Parf\. 

Even the military worked under great disadvantage as tlie> had work 
umler the direction of the police wljJl'h being umler ffle civil t ioviunmeJit 
often stayed tbe hands of tlie militarv. Otherwise man.\ ahductetl u'omen 
who still lemuin un traced could have been rescued. Worse than murder or 
arson or loot were tbe outrages on women. These outrages were so calculu- 
teil, brutal and gruesome, that it was no woinler tb#t the virile Hindus in 
Bihar lost their balance and retaliated terriblv for wliirdi we all regret and 
sincerely regret and for wbich the Government of Bengal should be held 
respoiisilile for having given a long rope to the Muslim Leaguers to ('arrv on 
their Direct Action Policv wliich is at the mot of all tlie miseries. The Gov- 
ernment of Bihar in dealing with the Mu.sliia refugees did, everything in their 
power to restjjre confidence and feeil them and clothe them. In comparison 
with them Bengal Government’s action in dealing with the Noakhali and 
South Tippera refugees calls forth the present (yiticism. This (iovern- 
inent action has been so half-hearted, ineffective and inadeouate that but 
for Gandbiji the areas where disturbances took places, would nave remained 
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waste only to be occupied by the Muslims. This great soul at the age of 
78 is now going from village to village offering prayers, giving advice to 
the people and doing everything in his power to induce tne Muslims and 
Hindus to live as before in unity, love, peace and co-operation. It is 
this great soul’s action which is responsible for return of confidence 
and with it the reiurn of refugees to their hearth and homes. The 
Government, as constituted, and as ij; is a communal Government, would 
not have cared a straw, if the refuge^.s had not have returned, however 
glibly they might talk. Although there was such a catastrophe, the 
Government did not transfer any notable officer for their act.s of 
incompetence or negligence. They merrily carried on. The standard of 
morality was brought down so low by the spirit of communalism in the 
ranks of officers dis])ensing justice that hundreds of persons accused of 
murder, arson, loot, rape, etc., and arrested for trial were alhjwed to go ou 
bail even in cases of nonbailable offences. Thanks to Tipp(*ra S. P. tliere 
was appeal against sm h bailing out of criminals. The District Judge had 
to intervem*, cancelled bail and llumgh his orders were api>ealed agaiiist in 
the Iligli Court, the High Court upheld the deeision of tlie District Judge. 
The* e.ommunal executive offieers are still in their respective places without 
any tear ed' transfer or admonition. 

The truth is, so long as there is this communal (lovernment which fur 
power have to look to Muslim Jicagiie party outside, and the holders ol 
power are men of no very great honesty or of intellectual eminence, such 
things will alw'ays happen. Indeed the moralitv in the administration has 
gone down ho low, that now, however regret t a lAe, there is a section of the 
people who are demanding partition of Bengal and asking for a Goverument 
of the Bengali Hindus for them and hy them. 

Sir, in various ways, l>y bringing in liighly controversial BilC. foi 
grahl)in|L( at lands, allocution of money for the Muslim (‘ommiinity without 
caring tor ilie opinion of the other major community who furnisher the 
hulk of the money of the Public Exchequer, simply relying on communal 
majority votes— which are not truly democratic voto — llu" Government are 
leading the jirovinee to a seriou.s crisis and I see nothing hut duiknesj 
ahead till this dark force so wholly represented in the lormation ot the 
Government is not totally crushed. For this every honest man should try, 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ: Sir, I rise to oppose this motion, because I do no'1 
find any justification for it at the moment. Had this motion been moved 
for the police zvlurn which is going on in Tippera ^d Noakhali certainly 
it would have some ground. The.se communal riots were spreading all ovei 
India from one end to another and in many jilaces much more atrocitief 
wer® committed and lawlessness prevailed for longer period. The memberi 
of the Opposition should have congratulated this Government having put 
this lawlessnCvSH to an end at a very early date. In many otlier provincej 
lawlessness is still going on and they could not quell it. Sir, everybodx 
has got sympathy with those who have suffered in tliese riots, but these 
occasions should not be utilised for advancing the propaganda of a party 
My friends on the opposite always try to utilise such occasions to meet tbeii 
party ends. They had done similarly when Bengal Goverument had verj 
wisely declared August 16th us a holiday. Thev put in several adjourn- 
ment motions, created ill-feelings, gave wiJe publication to theii 
mischievous propaganda which resulted in a serious riot in Calcutta. Xovi 
again they are trying the same methods, and it appears that their ihirsi 
for human Mood has not been qiiencluMl. When this great dangei oi 
communal trouble bus not come an end the Opposition .4iould liave aotec 
with some restraint on an occasion like this. Instead of doing .*«o. they 
ua usual, are tr>*ing to put the blame on the Bengal Government who bav( 
acted very promptly aiul generously so far as relief and rehabilitation ot 
refugees is concerned. Every possible attempt is being made, everj 
possible help is being given, but to my friends on the opposite, whatevei 
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^ood is done, it looks to them a bad thing. So I again say that there is no 
justification for this adjournment motion on this occasion. 

Mr* BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sir, in Noakhali the first incident that 
came to notice happened on the 10th of October, i.e., after the close of the 
last session of this Council and naturally this motion has been tabled today 
to show the utter failure of tiovernment to check the disturbances there 
Many incidents happened, many murders and many lootings happened 
before that date in those areas. There were hundreds of petitions to the 
District Magistrate and the Police Superintendent and also to the Ilon’ble 
the Chief Minister but nobody/ cared; nobody took any action; mdiody 
wanted to see in reality what was going on there, what wuvS happening 
there. The Goyernment were utterly callous at that time and for their 
utter callousness these things could happen. Even after these incidents, 
for a few days, as our Leader Mr. Dutta has pointed out. the local 
authorities, the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, were 
enjoying the fun in the town leaving aside the district in the hands of the 
murderers and looters without taking any interest in the administration. I 
do not know whether they at all sent any intimation to the Chief Miiiister 
or to the Government in Calcutta. It might or might not have come, 1 (h> 
not know. But at least 1 can assume that they did not scud any intimation 
as the Hon’ble Chief Minister has not said anything. At the tiim^ the 
authorities did not act at all. they took the affair perlians lightl\ , or 1 
should say, they connivtal at tlo'.se things and they enjoyed the fun of these 
sad and terrible happening>. Sir, I .*>a\ that the Gova^rnment and the 
Ministers failed even in discharging their elementarv duties by the jieople 
to m.iintain law and order. Gm* of m> friends on the opposite side slated 
that tht‘ (iovernment over-a(’ted. Ma\ 1 know what tin* Government 
didi" Can you point out how many arrests have been made th«*re.‘' llave 
the ( Toveniment even now imjio^t*d any collective tine in tliose art^as W’here 
these crimes w'ere committed!-' I should say. No. Still now’ no collective 
fine has lieen imposed in these pla(‘es. Why!-' W’e know wdiat the reply 
could be. It was not im|)oscd l>ecanse these beast 1> ac’ts were cnniniitted 
in a Muslim niajorit> district and the per.sons wlio did {h(‘se were all 
Muslims and the sapporitTs of llu* Muslim League, the party to whudi the 
jiivsciit Ministers belong. Sir, to(la> the (ioveinment have h^st the 
confidence of the tieojile ot the Province. (The UorChle Mr. Siiam-ScddiN 
Ahmkd: Long before!;. The Hon'ble Minister over there says that th(*y 
lost the people's confidence long ago. The\ should la* aslianierl of 
this and of fheir failure to run the ailmiuistration smooth Ij’ guaranteeing 
the ])eople safety of then lives and nroperty. They should lie ashamed of 
the tact that they have miserably failed to (jischarge their jinniaiy duty ami 
function to the people. 

My last point is this that the Government did not make any arrange- 
ments for essential facilities to those who .suffered, an an instance 1 may 
cite that tran.sit facilitie.s were absolutely inadequate. I know of 
instances where people were not alhiwed to bruird .steamers or trains and 
they were forcibly taken' out and were not allowed t(» go out ot their places. 
They were not given rations even in towns; no food had been supplied to 
those sufferers. The hatch ot relief vounteers who had been to these 
places were not allowed to carry on tlieir relief work to the distressed people 
because the Government thought it unwise to allow them to go there which 
they thought would create agitation. (Gnk iionoi KAHr.L ukmbkk: Did you 
go there yourself ) No, I did not but 1 am speaking from knowledge and 
information and from facts and figures, and as a matter of fact if I had 
time f could hdve placed them here today. lOxK iioNorRAWLK mf.mbkr: 
Was it not your duty to go there ?) 1 know that these incidents actually 

happen^ there. I therefore charge the Government and the Ministry 
with failure to do their duty at the time and have therefore lost the 
confidence of the people. They have absolutely mishandled the whole 
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thing; the administratian has absolutely failed; it has not taken any actioi! 
against officers who did not perform their duty; they have neither seen noi 
oared to see whether their own paid officers acted wisely and pr^erly and 
have allowed things to drift on without taking action against officers whc 
did not act or inform the Government in proper time of the happenings, 
although they were informed beforehand that such incidents mighi 
happen. 

Sir, Mr. Taufiq has mentioned that even now police zvlitm is going oi 
[there against the Muslims. I would like to hear of, such instances. Il 
police zulvm is going on there, why does he n*ot ask his own party memberi 
or his own Chief Minister stop this zulSn. (One honourable member : 
Because Mr. Gandhi is there). Well, Sir, I know who is who. If th< 
police zvlum is going on there it is the duty of thcj Minister in charge oi 
Law ami Order to stop it, to see that the people can five happily and peace- 
fully and confidence is restored amongst them. It is their own governmen 
and it is therefore shameful that they cannot stop this alleged zulum. ] 
w’ill not go into further details but I would like the Government to tak< 
j)roj)er steps and to see that confidence does come back among the peoi)h 
of Bengal and no further incidents of this kind ever happen. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Mr Pre.sident, Sir, I will no 
imitate some of my friends w’ho have spoken on this motion, iu)r shall 
be as light-hearted as the mover of the motion has been, (d)viously because 
it is the cheapest way of courting popularity of the public by championing 
the cause of his community just from the safe precincts of this ('huiiiber 
It is not my purpose today to try to apportion blame for what has happenec 
in Noakhali or in Calcutta or elsewhere. These are, may be, links in tin 
chain of communal antagonism which is embittering the feelings of tin 
people from one end of the country to another. It is not also my purposi 
to say what is the proportion or extent of the damage in men and mone; 
that has happened in Noakhali compared with what has happened ii 
Calcutta or in Biliar. It is just possible that what has happened ii 
Noakhali is only one-hundredth part of what has happened in Bihar. But 
Sir,' the result is the same. The result is the same destruction of one mai 
by another. Sir, we have to be ashamed for all these, whether a Hindi 
has been killed or whether a Mussalman has been killed. We mus 
pwuember that responsible political leaders have to play their own part am 
not exasperate the feelings further and embitter and rouse those passion 
which are responsible for these ugly and inhuman occurrences amongst us 
Therefore it will uot he proper for any one to try and rou.se the same hatrec 
that has been perpetrated here in Calcutta and in Noakhali. One thinj 
that 1 am afraid of is that the politicians are taking this antagonosti 
«ltilild«^o finch .an extent that the entire machinery ot the Government i 
m danger, so utp^k th«i the loss in Noakhali would not be so much ii 
oompurisou witk?th* loss tfftit would take place if the entire machinery o 
Governmeiit'breaks down. The leader of the opposition has spoken abou 
the happenings in Noakhali in an unrestrained and irresponsible manne 
and has shown great passion against the officers of Noakhali simply becaus 
they happened to be Muslims 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OUTTA? On a point of order Sir. Mr. Chow 
dhury was speaking of my statement and said that 1 was accusing th 
officers of Noakhali because they were Muslims. But the District Magis 
jtrate at that time was a Hindu officer and not a Musli 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is a point of personal explanation: 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHaWDHURY: Then again, Sir, I know c 
incidents in which colleagues of iny friends opposite, some of the leadin 
men of the Hindu community, were approached by us for accompanying t 
the affecietl areas in order to bring peace and confidence to tlie homes c 
the Hindus there but they flatly refused to go there. 1 have also know 
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of cases in which Hindu p^itioians ran to the Goyemment established 
refugee camm and asked the refugees to leave the place and took their 
names in order to make but false cases. I know of cases where Hindu 
politicians who never went to the villages of incidents but gave names of 
innocent persons there and implicated them simply because they belon|red 
to the other community as if it is sutEcient to entangle as many Muslims 
as possible and take them before courts of law and pet them punished. I 
am afraid, Sir, the whole administration is on the breaking point. It is 
for the Government to devise ways and means to deal with the situation 
and prevent this brelk down of the machinery. There are Hindu officers. 
Magistrates, Judges or policemto and they should always think that they 
are serving the Government and should not take sides. There are cases 
when sides were taken, 

Mr. NACENDRA 4|ATH MAHALANOBISH: On a point of order,. 
Sir. Is he entitled to say this against Hindu officers of Government? 

Mft PRESIDENT: He is quite in order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Then, Sir. we have seen how 
innocent Muslims were being punished on the plea that Ihey were named 
by some Hindus to have been involved in the arson. 1 have also come 
across cases in wffiich Hindus said that their lives were saved by such and 
such persons but the next information was that those very persons who were 
reported to have saved their lives were sai<l to have been responsible for the 
murder of hundred Hindus and tlius they were cla})ped into jail and are still 
rotting there. Now, Sir, if I compare the incidents of Noakhali with those of 
Bihar where 50,00U Muslims were said to have been murdered and the 
steps taken by the Bihar Government to stop 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. ('an he speak 
about Bihar? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chow'dhury, you should not speak about what 
took place in Bihar. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: All right. Sir. 1 withdraw the 
w'prd “Bihar”. 

Therefore I will not ask the Government to imitate the authoritie® * 
elsewhere and behave as partisan in these riots, in these fights, but liehave 
us a re.sponsible organi.sation. If this Government have to do that, they 
will have to remove Mid restrain those ugly officers who have forgotten 
their duties so much so that they are taking vengeance of what has 
happened already as if the\ are championing the causes of their own 
community. Another remark has been made that this Govefninetti^MlbJlve 
not imposed punitive taxes us yet in those ureas.i'^sBufll l^r^the disturhance 
has been quelled in ten days and after that there no further 

disturbance. Certainly some amount of restraint sliould iHive b^en enforced 
on those who created a sense of terror in the minds of the entire pcqiulace 
there. 

Now, Sir, I would have very much appreciated if Mr. (iandhi went to 
[the Hindus in places where the Muslims hud sufiered and bring back the 
friendship which had been lost and vice versa, it he had hv his persuasion 
tried to win back the confidence that has been lost. But he has not done 
so or is not doing that. 

As regards the rehabilitation grant. I may tell the House that the 
Budget will reveal what amount of money the Government have, out of 
their genenisity,* grante^l to restore the confidence, to help tlie people 
to build their burnt houses, etc. It may not be known to the honourable 
members opposite what amount of care has been taken by this (Government 
|o see that Mr. Gandhi does not feel any discomfort in his visit to these 
riot-ajSected places. Think of this attitude of the Bengal Government and 
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you should be ashamed of those authorities wk» created difficulties in th< 
relief work undertaken elsewhere. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Huq Chowdhury, your time is up. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you please give him a minute 
more to express regret for what has happened in his own birth place. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am sorry, T cannot. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. Pr^ident, Sir, we have 
assenihled here today under the dark shadow of all-pervading shrieks and 
bewiiilings of the bereaved, the destitute and the ruined, the poor victims 
of Noakhali and adjacent parts of Tippera. The air is thick with deep 
mutual hatred, disgust an<l misgivings which will probably never disappeai 
from Hengal’s mind in spite of all the swan-songs ol Mr. Suhrawardy, oiu 
popuhii Thief Minister who is also in charge of Law and Order. It was 
really a war against the weak minority of Hindus in the Noakhali district 
wluj form a little more than one-sixth of its pojmlation. In the affected areas 
they have been ruined in every way and in every sphere — in religious life 
in ec(»noniic status and in prestige. Almost all the Hindu villages and 
almost all the Hindu sections of other villages in the affected areas hav( 
been attacked and sucked. The ruin of village after village, the burning 
and pulling down of houses, one after another, the untold sufferings oj 
large masses of humanity — where could w(* find the wealth of expression 
ito give them shape in language Sj. Brojen Thakravarty, Seendary 
(diandpur Relief romniittee, sent the following Telegram under date 
October 10, 1946: — “Arson, looting and murder have started on a mass 
scale throughout the subdivision, .specially in .sadar, Faridganj and Haji- 
ganj ihanas. Reisorts of forcible conversion are numerous. Refugees art 
pouring in thousands. Mobs are proceeding towards tlu' town (Thaudpur) 
Police force is absolutely inademiate and the way out is machine-gunning; 
from the air by noon today. Military hel]) is also immediately essentijk 
to save the town”. From a report of Sj. Surendra Mohnn Ohose. Presidem 
of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, which also apjieared in sonu 
of tlie Calcutta dailies, we came to know that “at lea.st over d thousaiif 
persons have Ihhmi killed in the lawdessness in certain areas of Noakhali aiu 
Tippera since October, 10". Sj, Ohose adds that “over fifty tliousant 
btbors have been affected by the other acts of the rioters, namely, fnreibb 
conversions, forcible marriages and abductions’*. From the very beginning 
of the occurrence, the authorities have been dinning into the ears of th( 
people that the newspaper reports appearing then were exaggerated, 
To attempt to belittle this terrible and stupendous havoc is a crime againsi 
civilisation an<l humanity. In spite of these, the officiuU are denying th« 
reality of Noakhali havoc. Indeed history has yet to record such w'onder- 
ful forensic skill And foresight and masterly activity on the jiart of t 
Minister in diarge'^of Law and Order for the proper protection of the lift 
and property of the people — or should I say — such criminal and deliberatt 
inaction on the part of such Minister with full apprehension of the org> 
of violence that is very likely to happen and that in fact happened am 
continued to happen, the like of which even did not follow the invasion o 
Nadir Shaw or which Burke could not paint. 

Sir, essentially of a moderate temperament that 1 am, none but Go« 
alone knows how much it pains me when 1 feel an uncontrollable urg 
within me to allow this vocal expression to gush out of my bleeding heart 
Is there even a parallel to this in history? Sir. the greatest problem tba 
confronts us today i.s not whether the Hindus struck first or the Muslim 
stmek first or whether the Hindus have been killed in larger numbers o 
the Muslims have been killed in larger numl>ers. The first and foremos 
question of importance is who are responsible for this great calamity, hoi 
far the Government have discharged their duties for wie preservation o 
peace and tranquility, law and order in those fateful days and whether th 
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Govemmeiil had reasonabli^ causes of apprehension about the possible out- 
break of disturbances in Noakhali, and if so, what steps did they adopt to 
meet such a possible situationi Even a (general perusal of the notorious 
outbursts of some of tlie big guns of the Muslim l^eague of Bengal at Uie 
time will make it quite apparent to any layman how horrible their effect , 
might be in the mind of the illiterate ami intiamable mob. May I ask 
Mr. Suhrawardy why the (iovernment did not make elaborate police and 
military arrangements just on the receipt of the news of the outbreak of 
violence P The news]>;»])er r(‘poiN show that even when violence broke out 
no sufficient measurft were taken hy the (iovernment at the earliest stage 
to meet the situation. Fanc\.,the Inspeetordieneral of Police, says a 
Bengal Government press note, flew to Chittagong on the 10th October 
that is, practically a week after mass violence ha<i started in Noukhali. 
According to reports Ihe ('hief Minister who is also the Minister of Law 
and Order, is “not thinking of visiting Noakhali now'”. The Oovernor 
was having a brief holiday in the hills. The Viceroy, it is reported, asked 
the Governor of Bengal to send him “luller reports” of the terrible happen- 
ings of Noakhali. And there it stands! Meanw’hile the helpless 
thousands, men, women and cliildren got mercilessly killed and their 
homes ransacked. The League (foveriiment of Bengal could neither 
prevent nor stoj) the ('alcutta earnage. Its colossal inaptitude in those 
terrible days was visibly demonstrated. Similar inaptitiufe on its part has 
now been responsible for the killing of another d,(K)l) in an East Bengal 
district. We simpl\ fail t(t umlerstand now such a Government is allowetl 
to function. Military lielp was taken at a tunc when crores of valuable 
propcrtit‘s had been destroyed and thousands of innocent lives had been 
lust. Is not this inaction on tlie part of the ( iovernment a crime against 
constitution and law and are not the pcoph* w'ho are running the Govern- 
ment liable to imiieacement lorthwilh?’ There are various other cliarges 
against tlu^ G(»vi‘rnmi‘nt and (hat even h> the Press ami the persons of 
great importance in the puldic lile ol (his c‘ountrv. Failure to realise the 
gravity or to convey it to the military in time may after all he an act of 
great remissness, wlietluo it was wilful or otherwis<‘, it is not tor u.s to say. 
What is il that man> e\ e-w it ne.^>es' accounts reveal —and soim* of the eye- 
witnesses a?t‘ iesp(msil)l(‘ and ies))ectahh' (itizeiisi'' They rev(‘al. if any- 
thing, criminal callousness and imi(*tioii on the part of the nolice. If the 
riewspaiier repoit.> are true, certainly an\ lea.sonuhle man will consider the 
Government action to be far less satistactory than wdiat it should be. 1 
do not of course grudge tlie Govtuiiment .spending the juihlic revenue of 
Bengal for the ii)ter*‘sts ot the non-Ilengalis hut \ would like to remind the 
Governimuit only of the tact tlial Bengal’s 'iiite!<‘sts should be the first 
charge u])on Bmigal's revi'iiue. Before satistxiiig Bengal’s needs not a 
single farthing should lie spent otherwise in the interests of tlmse who are 
non-Bengalis and who have been dwelling el.sewhere. 

Apparently the Government have vers miserah!> failed in the proper 
discharge of their primary duties which mean the preservation of tbe life 
and the properties of the people. Uelerring to this Government Pandit 
Juwaharlal Nehru said shortly after the Calcutta carnage “One is inclined 
to doubt after this if it is any Government at all”. And he, J believe, was 
not far wrong. 

“In quietness and confidence” sai<l the Governor in one of his broad- 
casts, “shall be your strength”. The Governor need not ask people for 
confidence. We may assure His Excellency that confidence will come 
unasked the moment the people find the llovernment doing their duty 
fearlessly, impartially ami conscientiously. Let the Government vindicate 
their right to be*regarde<l as a decent Government that is neither directly 
nor indirectly sullied wdth any kiml of charge whatsoever for this great 
carnage. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I tabled a motion for adjoummeni 
of the House for GoveminenPs failure to protect the lives, property and 
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honour of the minority community in Noakhulr and Tippera and you, Sir, 
'very properly admitted the motion of my friend which is more comprehen- 
MTe. In 8upportinj( the motion moved hy my friend, Mr. Mahalanobish, 
1 only want to point out here a few salient facts for discussion and 
, conaideration hy the Umise. Since the notorious incident of the 16th 
August last, the public came to realise the sinister motive of the Muslim 
League. The Hon’ble the Lhief Mini.'^ter, just after the incident, declared 
at Bombay that what had been done fn Calcutta could easily have been 
undertaken in the districts ol East Bengal. Fears in dje Hindu mind were 
naturally raised and the leaders of Noakhali and other places many of whom 
were the leading members ol ilie Bar, made frantic appeals to the district 
oflicialH to lake timely action, hut subsequently events showed that all these 
ended in nothing. It may he remembered by tin? House that in reference 
to Dacca 1 too raistnl the question just alter the eottclusion of the Budget 
Session lust lime to whudi the Honourable Chiel Minister held out the 
assurance that he was per.Honally visiting the affected areas in East Bengal 
with leaders iiki* Mr. K. S. Hoy ami others and would sjiare no pains to 
restore normal stale of uflairs tficre. 

Sir, 1 am deepl> sony to tell \ou luue that communal i iot broke out 
afresli just niter lii.s cjuniiig hack troin tin* ri<tt-aff(‘cted areas. Arson, 
loot, plunder continued to play havot* in the <listricts of Dacca, Noakhali 
an«l Tippera. Mr. Harendra Kumar Chowdhurv, M.L.A., issued a state- 
ment just about a fortnight before the ugl\ traged\ of Noakhali in which 
he warned the (irovernmeiit of tlie elaborate preparation which was then 
being made hy a gang with Muslim League slogans in their nioiitiis. hut 
neither iht‘ Provincial (lovcrnimuit nor the district authorities took an> 
measure to imad tht‘ forthcoming cvi*ntualil> . Mr. Na/.iminldin on his wu> 
hack from the 1‘uiijah declared that a serious eonmiurial coiiHagralion might 
take place ami it. w'oiild liapjieii so soon tliut in‘ might not nmcii his own 
provini'e. I doiiT likt* to quote an\ more instance to pioM* the tact that 
extensive preparation was undertaken hy a gang oi hooligans to launch the 
Noakhali campaign and tlu' (to\ernni(*nt ii'mained unaccountahly and 
unnaturally inactive. 

The District Magistiali* and tlu* Supciintcmh-nl ot Police of Noakhali 
were approached h> thi* local leaders hut they maintained a passive attitude 
and deliherately failed to take active measures toi the fiitun* insurance ot 
peace and saft‘t> of the minorit\ community ol tin* distncts. Late Kai 
Sahib Uajendra Lai i{o\ and others, it is undei stofxl, handed over to them 
threatening letters received hv them hut instead oi taking measures to 
truei’ out and punish the culprits, the ineompeU‘nt Distiiet Magistiate slept 
over tlie matter. It is again (‘urious that tins incompetent Magistrati* was 
rmuoved on the day of oeeurrenee, that is, the KUh Oetnher, and the district 
remained nomimilly umh'r the i*harge ot Mi. /aman hut practically witlioiit 
any District Dtticcr. 

Now, again, Sir, the ugl> tragedy huppineil on and from the 10th 
October, hut Faleuttu the civili.sed world (‘ame to know of this liorrihle 
atrocity after three days in an incomplete and evasive statement of the 
Premier that there was something wrong in tlu‘ ilistrict oi Noakhali. Three 
or four days more were neces.sary to have a tnll idea ot tlie tragedy in 
details. Thus you will see. Sir, that the wlnde incident is full of signi- 
ficance. It IS full of perplexity too. We have been repeatedly asked to 
forgive and forget. Fun we forget the heinous crimes committed upon our 
womenfolk deliberately with sinister motive to annihilate the raceM'an we 
forgive the persons w ho still are tiding the abducted women and the Govern- 
ment being acemingly callous or- helpless. From the report of Mr. Simpson, 
a portion of which is said to have been just leaked out, it appears that “a 
mass scale molestation of women was committed”. Three hundred women 
were outrage^l in one place and four hundred in another. A local Moslim 
leader gave definite assurances to the minority community in case of any 
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mass attack; Imt at the time of «lirect action, this local leader conducted 
the orgy of loot, arson and abduction with all sutunio glee under his personal 
supervision. Even the report suggests that the officials were in league 
with these elements. The problem of problems is still today how to free 
this inaroone<l womenfolk who are still under the clutches of the ruffians. 

Sir, mere discussion of these tragedies that have become every day 
affair in Bengal life will not d(j. The Hindu legislators who form the 
major portion of the Bengal Opposition, if they have any sense of honour 
left to them, should* follow the footsteps <d‘ the League leaders working iti 
other Jirovinces ^ i This is the only way. 

Failing that there is no otlier alt«*rnative than to partition Bengal on 
communal majority basis tor the sake of sutet\, seciiiitx and tranquillity of 
both the communities of the* Ibovince. 

WiTh th(‘s(‘ words. Sir, I cnmnHunl tlu‘ motion for th(‘ acci‘ptance of 
the Hous(*. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, I am 
sure that every t)ne in this House deplores the incidents which occurred in 
Noakhali and Ti[)])era and condemns tlie action of thos(‘ hooligans who 
resorted to the crimes. I shall tr\ and be as ohjt'ctive as jiossible and 
jdace beior(‘ tlie House what steps the (ioverniiHUit Ituik to contnd the 
situation, ami I think, Sir, that (lovernment can take credit that the situa- 
tion was controlled very rapidly indeed without any great Ioh.s to the 
minorities. 1 make hold to say tliat the situation wouhl not have been 
controlled so easil\ ha<i it not been for the assistance that (lovernment 
received from the local Musfim League and Muslims in general. It is a 
traY(*st\ ol tacts to sav that th(‘ .Muslim League was ludiind that lawless- 
ness: a lawlessness that uas condemned throughout by every single 
Muslim League leader and h\ ev(‘i\ Muslim L(‘ague organisation . Time 
and again have Muslims in tliosi' aieas tiu'd to .s.ave and actually did save 
Hindus from imdestation. L ntoi tunatel\ thus is no^’ being forgotten, and 
today lane the spectach* ot respectable Muslim licaguers being 
iiiiplicate<l through false information ami being ])ut in jail. Sir, the 
iiKudeiit st.nte<l on or about the Itith ot (tetcdier. Befoi’e flint tluTC had 
bi'cn luinours and ie]forts of light disturbances. Eeni ap])eai-ed to be in a 
state ot ferment, but there \M*re no reports in the hands id (tovernrmmt 
that Bamganj was likel\ to blow up. (in the lOth a (lurkhu military unit 
of P.?0 was sent to Feni. On this \er\ <lay incidents oeeurred at Uaniganj — 
<‘onsiderable distanee away nearl\ 4tt miles. Sir, no fine knew that thinga 
were hfiillng uj* in Hamganj. I wouhl refjuest the Hf>use to rfsiliHe that tin* 
area i.s intersected with canals and at that time tin* canals were full. 
Movements were theiefore vewy fliflieult exeepf for nersfins who liad definite 
^d•jecti^es .iml knew whithei- th«‘\ are gfiing. Tills dilfii‘ul(N fd imive- 
rnent hampered the ]>olice and military in chasing the hooligans; for while 
they went in one direction the hooligans managed to fleearnn in another. 
Thi.s detachment of l‘.iO was despatched from Chittagong at tm‘ request of 
the (ommissioner of the Chittagong Division who reeeiveil information 
that the Feni situation was deteriorating. On the I’Uli Oedoher information 
was receivefl at police heachpiarters at Writers’ Buildings that there were 
w idepsread lawlessiu'ss in Bamganj pidiee-.station f»n the Hlth of (k‘tolu*r, 
the Superintenflent of Police, Noakhali, rejmiterl the inadequacy of the 
police and ask<‘d for additional jiolice force to he placed at his disposal. 
IL' asked for one Suh-lnspeetor, tliiiu* Hea<l Cfinstahles and twenty-five 
constables. Immediately on receipt of this information the Inspector- 
(reneral ordered the despatch of extra police force from Chittagong to 
Noakhali. When I refer to Head Constables and constables I refer to the 
anned police. So ultiinatelv you will find that 4o(f armed police were sent 
to that area. They started arriving at Feni on the Pith October and proceed- 
ed to Ramganj. One Sub-Inspector, 3 Hea<l Constables and !l() constables 
of Bakaraanj arrived on the 14jth Qctober and one Sub-Inspoctor,. 4 Head 
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CoiiBtableft and 50 cooKiableH from Aliporo left by f'hittagong Mail for 
Noakhali. Tlie Deputy liispector-fjeneral, llajshalii, wan ordered to 
depute 4 Head ConnlubleH and 50 constahleK to Tij>pt‘ra immediately. They 
arrived ut Feiii on the ]5lh. Two platoouH also arrived at eacli of these 
|wo places. Now you will see, Sir, the steps that (ioverumeni took and 
how soon the situation was brought under control. I will say one single 
sentence about Dihar just to ju)inl oi^t what s1<>ih we took to control the 
situation. I mention this only to show how socm w^e brought the situation 
under cf»ntrol. (.Mr. Lvi.n (‘ii\mm{\ l)\s: In lif>\v umny d.i>sy) In (I 
days. On the KHh the trouble started and aft(‘r the* Kith of October there 
was no incident in N<iakhali ainl after 2(Hh October thtoe was no incident 
in Tippera. These were the steps that we took. Tin* police opened tire 
in Begamganj killing M and arresting 5. in another place. Sir, there was 
no tiring on the hooligans and thousands (d p(‘ople wcii‘ niiinlered-- 

Mfa BUOY 8INCH NAHAR; Sir, can the llon ble Minister leter to 
the action of the other Oov«‘rnmeni nowr^ 

Mfi PRESIDENTS The Hon’ble Minister had Ixdtiu' not referred to 
the action of the other (ioveinmeiit here. 

ThB Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I merely pointed out to you 

that this Oovernment 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is better to depend on the merits ot your own 

caae. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS On the 14th (htolu,, Sn, 
the police opened fire ut Sonaimun wounding d, (d nlmm one dieil iutei. 
The Additional Suiierinteinlent ot 1‘oliee engaged a imdt (d looleis on tli(' 
uight of the KHh and 14th October in llamganj area and <)]n*nt‘d file on the 
looters killing >) and arresting d. On tlie Kith Oetolu‘r the Sup<‘i intemlenl 
of Police, Tippera, reported hy wireless that trouble lonl staitcnl in the 
Lakshum area and the Dejiuty Inspeetoi-( j(‘neral ot Kolua*. Uuidwan Itangr', 
sent a force of o Head Constahles and oti constable, s lanncd p(dicc) tlinc 
early on the lith morning. On th(‘ saim* da\ in addition to llio oiK) armeil 
police already despatched to the disturbeil aieas ot No.ikbali and 4’i)>]icia 
to .supplement the numhers previmisls stationed in the two distiicts, an 
Indian Infantry Hrignde Headijuarters and a hatlalion each ol the Kunjah 
and Rajput regiments were sent theie. On the same da> two })latoons ot 
armed police at Dacca wi‘re ordeicil to proceed to Noakhali iimiuMliately . 
On the Kith of Octoher the Inspeetor-t leneral (d INdice letl hy an tor 
(Hiittagopg arriving then* at d p.m. He discussed the situation th(‘re with 
the ('ommissium*r of the Division, Deputs Inspeetor-tb'neial ot Koliee and 
other local authorities ami (he pr<»\isional ilispo^ition ol lorct's was .igreed 
upon and preventive action was ch'citled on tlu* tidlowing !im*s, to stoj> 
trouble trom spreading luither and aricst the lingleuilcis and the hooli- 
ffans. On the 17th of OtdoluT the ln.spectoi-( boH'iul ol I’olice accompanied 
by the Divisional Commissioner and other milit.ir\ otficers tlew over the 
ftMCcted urea. It was (l<*cided that a joint military and jxilice headijuart(*rs 
ftliould he established at Chatidpnr and reconnaisauce planes were constantly 
patrolling the affected areas. Special trains for the moveimmt ot troops 
were arranged. Tlie Deputy Inspeetor-Oenenll was directed to tour the 
affected areas and arrangements were made for the posting of a Suh- 
Inapector to each military unit to co-ordinate p<dice ami military activities. 
On the 10th October His Excellency the fiovi'inor. m>self and the Inspector- 
Qeaegal of Police visited Feni aM tlew over the affected areas of the ilistricts 
of Tippera and Noakhali. The Inspector-Oeneral returned to headquarters 
only on the 2ilth after supervising tiie arrangements. Two companies wrere 
doapatohed at once one to Chundpur and one to Laksbam. On the Hitb of 
October the Deputy lnsi>ector-(leneral bad to open fire in the jurimliction 
of Begumgan,} thana am] di8pe^s«^ a mob. (In tlie .same day the police 
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opened fire on the unruly mohtj in some places in the jurisdiction of Chand- 
pur and Manipur i>olice-statioiis with some caisualties in* killed and wounded. 
On the loth and Itith the jK)lice 0 |>ened fire on three occasions in Farid^fanj 
in Tippera district killinj^ o and woundin^r 15. They again o]>ened firt^ on 
the lOth of October in an area in ('handpur police-station killing 5 and 
wounding 10. There was firing at Rumganj on the I8th of October killing 
1 and wounding some. 

I hoj)e the honourable members opposite are satisfied that drastic action 
was taken against the <»fle!ulers ami firing was resorted to whenev(*r tin' 
occasion arose for it. The lnsi)ector-(iem‘ral left Calcutta on the 22nd 
Octobt*r and visited Comillu ami ('hamljuir to discMiss the situation. 
Arrangements tor tin* des])atch of troops weie made, d'he police (Jpemnl 
fire five times on the IStli October in Ibiahimpur, in Chamlpur police- 
station killing 2 ami \\oumlifig some. This is the state of affairs. Sir. 
Everything was done as soon us intormalion reacln‘d the autln»ritit*s ami 
armed police were sent from all i)arts ot Bengal to the affected ar(‘as and 
the military were also mobilised and they took acti(m wheri‘ver they found 
violence taking i)lace. Not only did they open fire on such occasions but 
tln‘y prevented trouble from sprea<ling fuither for which tln‘\ traversed tin* 
whole area as much as was possible under the cinnimstaiices. 

1 think, Sir, this c(jmpaies ver\ favourabl\ with any action that any 
(jovernmeiit could have taken in the matter.* Then after that, Sir, w’e 
started taking steps tor tin* purpose of rehabilitatioji of tin* refugees. 
Reference has been made to M.dmtma (iamlhi s visit over tht*ie. Mahatma 
Gandhi, Sir, has gone there with the object ot lestonng confitlence among 
the Tlindus. He has gone ther<* to speak to th(*m and to ask tht*m to c.onm 
back. This is the policy of this tiovernim‘nt as well, Sir, that there should 
be rehabilitation and that the Jlimlu'* should go back to the areas where 
their homes are and should not be tiightened. 

hen 1 went to Noakhali and Tippera I met huge* crowds ot Mussiil- 
maiis and there was unaninnt\ amongNt them that the Hindus should come 
back, ami they guaranteed them pnitection and said that thi*ir own lives 
would be forfeited it anything happt‘ned to the Himlus. C nfort iinately , 
at that time tliert* wen* tjuite a large number of p(*rsons posing as volunteers 
of various organizations, who, while we were making ai laiigenients for the 
Hindus to come back, wcie instructing tlicm not to do so, and wert* even 
eneouraging exodus, so niinb so, that ev(-n on the du\ that .Mabatnia 
Gandhi arrived (»ver thi*re, there wa.> general exodus of Hindus from those 
area.s. It the Hindus could trust the Muslims siiflicientlv , the Muslims in 
their turn guarante(‘d them jirotection . So. it will be seen that it was not 
the Muslim communitx as a whole that was responsibh*, it was not a general 
uprising of the Mu-slim eommunit\ ?tgainst a mniontv community. I am 
absolutely confident and >ou will also honesf|\ admit that hail it Hot been 
so, the incidents waiuld not liave been as restricted as the> w<*re in magnitude 
and extent. 

Sir, I think it is right and propei that I should ohicc tieton* the House 
the e.xtent of the damage, tor ( »ov4*rinnent have uotliirig to eoneeal ami I 
have no desire to conceal, let the world know and coinjiare and then jmlge. 
Sir, a great deal has been said of the extent of the damage eauseil by these 
incidents. Sir, let me say at once that thi* damage eaus(‘d by these 
incidents ot cruelty ami hearlb‘ssm*ss pertonued by an aggressor coininunity, 
namely, what took place in Noakhali, pales into insignific.ance cauripartMl 
with what W'as done in other and diflerent fiarts of the country. Let me 
also say that this speaks volumes for the Muslim nation and the Muslim 
pt^ople at Noaknali. Let me tell you. .Sir, that onl> 418 villages. 24(1 in 
Noakhali and 178 in Tippera were affected. (It the number ot iwsons 
killed and we have taken a complete lall\ ovi r ami over again on tliis point, 
iKM'ause we have given every consideraatiou even to rumour# of coinpiaint, 
and have tried to check them up, I placed two judicial ofiicer# on upectai 
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duty for the purpose of aHSeHsiujr for themselves what aetually tcjok place. 
They were jifiliciul officeis of the hij^hest integrity and impartiality and they 

reported (interrupt iofis), (One iioNorHAHLK .\iemi{Er: AVho WTre 

they? Hut after all they were your own officers.) Yes, they w^ere our 
own officers hut 1 may n^peat that they are officers of the highest integrity 
and impartiality. Their names are Mr. K. Sim])son, and Mr. K. 

(Iii]>ta, i.(\S. I will deal in detail with Mr. SimpMors report when 1 come 
to that ]>art. It is in their reiant and we have checked uj) those reports 
over ami over again, and as a matter of fact, I am giving >ou more than 
wliat they gave us, that in Noakhali 14') men were killed and in Ti])])era d7, 
total IHU. Just compare this figure with the figure ascribed })y my friemls 
on the other side, which is in thousands, ami tens of tli(*usands. Uesjiect- 
ahle leaders ot tin* Congress parl> staitled the woild ii\ sa> iiig that as many 
as r),(U)() Hindus iiad been kill(*<l, and ]»recijntated incidents elsewhere. 
The number of persons injured in Noakhali is not known hut it was small, 
and in Tippera it was oO, wliich included dO Muslims. As regards abduc- 
tion, and here I am also pointing out about ioreihle marriages, 1 may tell 
you, Sir, that this has been checked up imt mcndy on tlu* wild statements 
of the people hut on teports. If in this connection 1 say that only ten 
persons came ami complaiiuMl, and they speak in tiTins ot thousands and 
millions, then I am afraid they are on the wrong side ot tjiie stile. Abduc- 
tions in Noakhali were ten in numher, in TippiTa ml. (('lies ot “ridiculous” 
from opposition lauH'hes.) Let me tell you again, Sir. that those ])c»sons 
who say that it is ridiculous are doing so without knowledge oi without 
their hooks. Hcsidcs, there is no (piestion of re]»oit here. It i> a (|uestion 
of complaints made before police otheeis and in court ; in (‘onrt hnndrcils 
and thousands oi cases might ha\i* been hiought against Mus^alniuns but 
there has not lieiui am thing of the kind. If thcii' were an\ thing on merits 
then the aggrieved people would liave all com(‘ to the court and (hen* wonhl 
he man,v such peoj)le. A largi* numlu*i ol these reports wen* luanuiaetnrcd 
in these reiugee camps, main ol th(‘m in om* handwriting b\ the same 
pensons and the names underni*ath .strung togetln*!’. I’roni the v»*ry first 
information re]»ort it was appan*nt th.it the jieojih* whose names \vt*re there 
were not at all jui'sent there, d’hi* report sa\s -nnmher of toreihle marriages 
in Noakhali two, and in Tippt‘ra nil, and it ainhody amongst the gentlemen 
sitting here can produce oue more ease I promise to look into it and to liavc 
it tiioroughly investigatt'd. 'riien. Sir, the number ol nipes in Noakiiall 
is nil, Tippera nil; thi'ie wa> no speeitie intormation about it. With regard 
to Mr. Simpson’s report he has not reported u.s a tact that ‘{(HI women were 
found b> him to have been taped. How* can tiiat be when tht*y were mostly 
ohl im‘n and women and (duldren? Mr. Simpson said tliat Hindus came 
to him and complained and he put down the enin])laint.‘'. The complaint was 
gent'ial and vagm\ but not a single rndiMdnal case was mentiom*d about 
rajie. 'riien, Sir, tiu'se two judicial otfieeiN. .Mr. . Simp.son and Mr. (iiipta, 
went from place to place, from village to village, entiuiring about any 
S]»oeitie eases and I |liink the ini'inbers ojipn^ite cannot idiallcngi* the report 
of these (wn uflieers .sitting here and knowing nothing about it. Then. 
Sir, with legard to conversions I must .say that there ^a.s a good deal of 
conversion. Hut no one theie believes in this conversion and was serious 
about it and now Hitulus there are going about in tlieu Hindu (‘ostume and 
Hindu form and the feeling tliat they were converts has altogether vanislied. 
Neither Hindus nor the Muslims in those areas think tliat these were 
genuine conversions. Now, Sir, if I eompure tins jiosition with wliat took 
pliice in Hihur fR>m where 1 have got reports from persons w'ho have been 
to Hihur 

Mf* LALIT CHANDRA OASS On a point of order. Sir. Is he entitled 
to mention about Bihar when he himself was against it? 


Mr. PRltlDlNTs Mr, Subrawardy» you bad better avoid it. 
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<The Hm’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I was requesting Rei- 

members opposite to to Itihar and (here the Hon’lde (,’hief Minifier 

having reached time limit resumed his seat). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order 

Mr. IO^C'ENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : ^ir. may I reply? 

Mr. PRl8iDENT: No, you have no right of reply. 

The (piestioii hefoie the House i.s that this ('ouneil do adjourn its 
bu.siness to discuss a (hdinite matter of urgent public importance, namt^ry, 
the situation that has })i‘en arisen din‘ to tin* terribh* atrocities commitkHi 
U[>on the Hindus in tin* district ot Noakhali and Tip]>era in October Jiltd 
November last wln'ii large number of Hindus, men. women and children, 
were brutally killed - their properties loottni, houses hurnt, women alxlint- 
ed, rajied and forcibly married ainl thousands ot them toi-cibly couveried 
to Islam by well-organised bands of Muslim Inxdigans uinb‘i a premeditaiiwl 
jdan and the failuie ot the Oovernment to prevent tir promptly check ll.'ie 
same or to render tim(‘l\ a.s.sistaiice to tin* pe<iple atiecteil and to imike 
mlequate provisions tor tin* protection and rehabilitation ot the refugei's who 
were remleied h(|in(*h's'. and penniless by these disturbances. 


The motion was put ami a ilivi^ion taken with tin* following result; — 


AYES--15. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oas. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Oas. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Outta. 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar. 

1^. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabish. 


NOES 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. i 

Rai Bahadur 0. L. Barua. 

Mr. Reaiuddin Bhuiya. j 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossen. j 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. { 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazie Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yutuf Ali Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazai Eliahi. 

The Hon’bte Mr. Abdul Cofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Mhoodul Haque. 


The Ayei* being lo amMhe Noes 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House 
tomorrow. 


Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


23. 

The Hon'bie Mr. Saiyed Moazzamud^^Ti 
H Ota in. 

Mr. Latafat Hoetain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjee. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyatuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhteeur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdur Rathid. 

Mr, Amluyadhone Roy. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. « 

Haji Md. Yutuf. 


th(* motion wns lost, 
staiuis ailjourned till U-jo p.m . 


Adjournment 


The (ouneil then adjourned till ‘i-lo p.m. Ion Friday, the 7,th Februih-y, 
194 < . 
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Members absent. 

The following? memluTM were ahsent from the meeting held on the Gth 
February 1 JM7 : — 

(1) Mr. Ahdiilla-al-Mahrnml, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(d) Khan Iluliadur Syed Ahdur Raslud (’howdhury, 

(4) Tlie Ilon’hle Mr. Abdul (Jofran, 

(h) Sir Md. Azizul Haqiie, Khan Bahadur, 

(0) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(7) Mr. Huinayuu Z. A. Kabir, 

(5) Alliaj Y^ar Ali Khan, 

(U) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(10) Mr. (ieor^e Morj^aii, r.i.K., 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimiuo, 

(12) Dr, Kuinud Sankar Bay, 

(Id) Mr. Sati.sh Chandra S<‘n ami 
(14) Dr. IvuMiruddin Taliikdar. 
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UnGAL legislative OOUIiCiL pjaAIES* 


First Session, 1S47— No. S. 


TAe CorN#L met in the Leg^islative Chamber of the Legislative Building. 
Calbutta, on Friday, the 7th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being the third 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62{-2)(a) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 


^Mr. President (the Hon'hle Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.cm.e.) 
was in [the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, may I mention one thing. It 
seems that there will be u general strike on Monday next. There would 
be bus strike also and it will be very inconvenient for the members to attend 
the meeting ^ ^ 

Mr. PRESIolllir: * Please Action it after the questions are over. We 
shall now take up questions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir the Hon ble Minister for 
Civil Supplies may be lute for few minutes io questions Nos. 32 and 33 
may be held over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. tliCsSe questions have be^*n held over 
since 044. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: These (piestions may be hehVover for a few^ajfnutes 
more. 


Allowtnce to seourity prisoners. 

34. Rai Bahadur BROdENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir): Will the HonTde Minister in charge of the 

Home Department })e pleased to .stale the amount of allowapce sanctioned 
lor each of the following security prisoners, vix. — 

{i) Mr. Jogeiidra (jJiandra Dutta, in tliv Dacca Jail; 

(//• Mr. Phanindra Bikjfs Das Gui>ta, detained in the Dacca Jail; 

{Hi) Mr. Amaleudu Bikus Das, detained in the Dacca dail; 
iir) Mr. Tarakeshwsjl* J'rasad Sinha, detained in the Dum Dum .rail; 
tr) Mr. Sautosh Kumar Bhattacharyya, detained in the Faridjmr Jail; 
(ri) Mr. Hariganga Basak. detained in the Daeca Jail; 
ivii) Dr. Suresh Chandra Bliar, iletained in the Myinensingh Jail; 

(nil) Mr. Gourauga Chandra Das, detained in the Faridpur Jail; 
iU) Mr. Bejoy Narayau Koy, detained in the Myinensingh Jail; 

(t) Swami Jujiuananda, detained in the Buxa S|)eeial Jail; and 
Ui) Dwijendra Nath Sen Gupta, detained iniUie Alipor# Central JaiTf 

(h) When were the^ allowances sanctioned in respect of each of the^ 
security priaoneif ? 

5 



m QUESTIONS AKD^AHISWERS. t7tti fi®., 

Mr. AtOUE RAtNIO* EtrHmwilary S«orilary (on Miitf of tho Ministir 
in ohargo of llio Homo DofMiUnont): (a) (i) and (h) Bs.lO per month 
with effects from the 12th April, 1942. Enhanced to Bb. 15 per month with 
ftfect from the Int April, 1943. Finally enhanced to Bs.^O i>er month with 
eifect from the 1st July, 1944. 

(«) R8.15 per month with effect from the 26th March, ^42. Enhanced 
to Bfi.2() per month with effect from the Ist August, 1942. I%rtier enhanced 
to Bs.fjd per month with effect from4he Ist April, 1943. * Finally enhanced 
to Rs.TO per month with effect from the Ist June, 1945. ^ 

(Hi) Rs.2(> per month with effect from the 26th October, 1942. Enhanced 
to R8.30 per month with effect from the Ist September, 1943. 

(iv) (Government did not receive any representation from the secunjity 
prisoner regarding his family allowance and no allowance was granted. 

(r) R8.3() per month with effect from the 26th December, 1942. Enhanced 
to Rh. 40 per month with effect from the Ist April, 1943. Finally enhanced 
tc Rh. 50 per month with effect from the Ist April, 1944. 

(vi) 118.20 per month with effect from the 28th November, 1942. 
Enhanced to Rk. 30 per month w'ith effect from the Ist April, 1943. Finally 
enhanced to RM.40^)er month wdth effect from the 1st April, 1945. 

(vii) Its, 30 per month with effect from the 7th May, 1942. Enhanced 
to Its. 40 ])er month with effect from the Ist !:^i)tember, 1942. Further 
enhanced to Ks.tiO per month with eft'e4d. fro|a the 1st April, 1943. Finally 
enhanced to Its. 7(^ per month with effejt^ij^m tha 134 May, 1944. 

(vni) Rs.lf) per mouth with effect from the 28th November, 1942. 

(?>) Rh.IO per month with effect from the 7th September, 1942. Enhanced 
to Rh, 20 per month with effect from the 1st A [nil, 1943. Finally enhanced 
to 118.2-5 per month with effeci from tin* l.st February, 1944. 

(.r) Rfl.30 per month with effect from the 1st April, 194-5. 

(^•i) Rh. 10 per month #ith effect from the 16th March, 194-3. Enhanced 
to R».40 ])er mouth with effect from the 1st April, 1943. 

Mr. SIREN ROY: 1 le respect to the answer given to item No. 
namely, “Rs.lo per month wdth effect from the 28tij November. 1942", will 
the Parliamentary Secretary please state wdiether it is possible for a man 
to live on 118.15 per month and whether the (Government will consider 
reviewing thi.s easel^ 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: Sir, may I point out that there are no more 
security prisoners in jail, all having be«‘u since released, and a.s such, 
Mr. Riren Rpy’s question does not arise. 


« 

Road from Satkinia Munsiff's Coart to Banskhali. 

35. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of 

Mr. AlhaJ Yar All Khan): (co Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
whether the Government propose to construct a motorable road from Satkania 
Munaiff’s ('’ourt to Banskhali which is within the jurisdiction of the said 
Munsith and Satkania khas mohal to facilitate conveyance of the litigant 
public and touring officers at (diittagong? 

(5^ Are the Government aware of estimates made on many occasions 
previously by the District bjugineer. District Board, for erection of Dalu 
Bridge for communication b^ween Satkania and Banskhali police-stations, 
Chittagong, and what wa#the estimated amount? 

(c) When do the Government propose to take up the construction work 
of the said important bridge between the two police-stations ? 
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MIMItlill in ohttia of the Of PARTHENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
IELF>CO^RNMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Mohammed Ali)( (a) The p<wt. 
rar road plan of the Chittagong diatrict includes proposal for gonstniotion 
)f a motorable road in ue area mentioned. 

(6) Yes, Es.38,653. 

(c) If depej^ds upon the priority which may, be allotted to this work. 
Phis has not been done till now. 

Non-Government College it Jtlpeiguri. 

36. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will tbe Hon ble Minister in 
;barge of the Education Department be pleaaed to state — 

(a) if the Government are aware of the existence of a non-Government 
college, named A. C. College, in the town of Jalpaiguri; 

(h) if the Government desire to make some grant to this college for pur- 
chasing scientific apparatus; 

(r) if the (jovernment have prepared a statement of the names of 
colleges and the amount of contribution proposed to be given to 
eacli out of the budget of Rs.2.<S4,<H)() if passed by the Legisla- 
ture under the head “Furniture and etjuipment grants and other 
grants to the pon-Government Arts (Colleges”; and 
((/) if so, if Jle will place I statelnent before this Housed 

MINISTER in charge of the EbUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

(b) In lf)4ti>47 (roverninent sanctioned the payment of a grant of Its. 700 
for laboratories and lls.ToO for library to the eollege. 

(c) and (d) The budget provision of R8.2,S4,000 includes Rs.2, 10,000 for 
payment of dearness allowance to non-Governmeni colleges and Rs. 74,000 for 
furnitine and ctiuiprnent granhn to such colleges. 

The college being paid tlic usual dearness allow^ince. A statement 
regarding distrilnitioii of furniluic ami e<iuipnieii! grants is laid on the Table. 


Shitcuieut referred to in reply to (fuesiion No. 

of furniture and equipollent '/‘rants to raileges 
{amount Rs.74/)()0). 

Serial Name of College. 

No. 


1. A. M. College, MynienHingh 

2. AKhutosh College 

3. Bangsbasi College 

4. Bankura College 

5. B. M. College, Barisal 

6. Burdwan Raj College 

7. Charmiehael College, Rangpur 

8. City College 

9. Daulatpur College 

10. Feni College 

1 1 . Edward College, Pabna 

12. Nanunnha Dutta College 

13. Saadat College 

14. K. C. College, Hetampore 

15. K. N. CoUf^, Berhampore ** 

16. Mtdnapore College 

17. P. K. tk>llege, Contai 

15. P. C. CoUe^,*Bafierbat 

16. Rtpon OoUe^ 

20. Sooituh Obureh College 

21. Serampore Collette 

22. St. Joeepfa ■ Colfoge, CaJetitta 


slunving the distribution 
for the year 1946-47 


Amount 

Rfl. 

1.750 

2.750 

2.750 

1,500 

2,000 
1,760 
1/360 

2.250 

2,000 

1,000 

1.750 

1.750 

1.250 

1,000 

1,500 
1,760 

1,000 

1.500 

2.500 

2.750 

1,000 

500 



ii' 

ifMdil 

Ho. 

avEsnovs 

NMMOfOglhti. 

¥ 


[7ts Vto., 

Es. 

21. 

8t. Paul ’• Colle», Calcutta .. 

8t. Xavier’* College, Calcutta 

. , 

1,700 

24. 


2,000 

20. 

Uttarpara College 


1,000 

26. 

Vidyaeagar College 


2,700 

27. 

Sir Aeutoeh CoU^ . 


1,700 

28. 

Bogra College 


1,200 

20. 

Sersjganj College 


1,000 

30. 

Ramkriimna Mueion Vidyamandir 


1,000 

31. 

Jemore Coll^ 

Chakhar F. Huq College 


750 

32. 


1,760 

83. 

Ramdia Sree Krishna College 


1,25 Q 

34. 

Manindra Cliandra College, Calcutta 


1,000 

85. 

8. IT. M. Institution 


250 

30. 

A. C. College, Jalpaiguri 


1,500 

37. 

Chaumuhani College 


1,260 

38. 

Kishoreganj College 


750 

30. 

Manickj^j College 

Katna Collet 

CharmichaeT Medical College 


760 

40. 


500 

41. 


760 

42. 

Malda College 


760 

48. 

Asansol College 


1,000 

44. 

Haraganga College 


1,600 

45. 

Victoria College, Comilla 


^ 1,750 

40. 

Victoria College, Narail 

St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling 


1,000 

47. 


760 

48. 

Rajendra College, Faridpur . . ^ . 


1,000 

40. 

Ramananda College, Bishnupur 

♦ 

1,000 

50. 

Ananda Haro Jaipuira College, Calcutta 


1,000 

51. 

Victoria Institution, Calcutta 


1,500 

52. 

St. Helen’s College, Kurseong 


500 

74,000 

Mrt LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Wliy is the grant for laboratory to the 
A. C, College, Jalpaiguri, so low — only Hs.ToO? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: Well, in 
your opinion it inuy‘ be low but in other’s opinion it inu> be reasonable or 
liigh. Neither is it possible to meet the full requirements of every college 
from the finances we have got at our disposal. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: When you say that the requirements of 
Ithe colleges cannot be met from your finances can you explain how you could 
allot Rs.l(l.(H),()fhl for Muslim education ‘r* 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think that question really arises. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It ari.ses in this way, Sir, because the 
Hon’ble Minister said that he cjilild not meet the requirements of the 
colleges in respect of laboratories, libraries, etc., from the finances at his 
disposal and therefore I ask, Sir, how it could be possible for him to make 
an allotment of 10 lakhs of rupees for Muslim education? 

Mr; PRE8IDENT: That is an argument ; it is not a question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: All right. Sir, 1 shall put it in the form 
of a question like this. In view of the fact that an allotment of 10 lakhs 
of r^ees could be made in the budget for Muslim education, why could not 
,tlie Hon’ble Minister consider the claims of ho many colleges in respect of 
their requirements and how could he make such a low allotment of E8,750 
towards the laboratory for the A. C. College at Jalpaiguri? 

Tte HoiPblt Mr. 8AIYE&^iUAUAMUDDIN HOSAINs How do you 

iay ii is low ? 1 have not *got the demand made by this college before me, 
&OT those made by other colleges, and 1 do not know if thike was any specific 
datn^nd at all from the college in question. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Then tiow could you at all make allot- 
ments if you did not know anything about the demands made? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that the A. C. College, Jalpaiguri. is one of the most infant institu- 
tions ‘amongst the colleges in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: That may be. 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that it is extremely difficult for this infant institution to carr>’ on 
without much more help than has already been granted to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: No. Sir. I am not 
aware. There are very wealthy people in the district of Jalpaigufi. and 
I think that if they contribute and make donations to this institution 
generously, it could be run very efficiently. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Is he aware that 
Jalpaiguri people have granted handsome donations to this college and have 
established the college at great expense and that what they want is only 
a maintenance grant to carry on it<t ordinary activities, that is, a few 
thousands? Will the Hon’ble Minister please enquire of the institution as 
to what is its deficit? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Sir. I am not 
prepared to enquire into whether they have any deficit or its extent. They 
can apply for grants according to the rules, and it will then be certainly 
taken into consideration. 


Excavation of the Damodar Canal. 


37. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Irrigation and Waterw’ays be pleased to state- 

{a) if his attention has been drawn to a leading article in a Perojpur 
weekly, dated 14th April, 194G, regarding nature of the work of 
excavation of the Damodar ('^anal off Perojpur in the district of 
Bakarganj ; 

(h) if so, what steps the (Government have taken to stop the work at a 
time of the season when sucl/ work is next to impossible and 
further to make good the damage done in connection with the 
said excavation work; 

(c) the reasons for not undertaking the excavation works of the Feeder 

khals along with the excavation work of the Damodar; 

(d) the names of the contractors employed in this connection; 

(e) in view of the report referred to in part (<i) standing uucontradicted 

if the Government proposed to institute legal proceedings against 
the contractors concerned; and 
if) if not, why not? 


mNIETER i|i oharge of tlio DEPARTMENT of IRRICATION $ni 
y^TMWAYE (the Hon’blo Mr. Tarak Nath Miikhorjoa): {a) and (&) 

The work was taken up according to specifications and was suspendea 
oa tho 15th June, #94€, on account of rains. No damage was caused. 


(c) Due to shortness of time ^fore the start of the rains the .woA of 
wcava^on of the Feeder khah could not be taken up along with the Work of 
fao main Damodar thjJ 
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(d) The namefl are— 

(1) MaulVi Md. Serajul Huq. 

(2) Maulvi Md. Ismail. 

(3) Maulvi Md. Hashem Khan. 

(4) Maulvi Nuruddin Ahmed. 

(5) Babu M. L. Sarkar. 

(6) Babu Khitiflh Chandra Ghosh. 

(7) Babu flap^adish Chandra Pal. 

(8) Babu Rohini Kanta Biswas. 

(e) and (/) Do noi arise. 

Mfi HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (c) will the Hon'ble 
Minister please let us know if before this work is taken up again the feeder 
khals will also be taken up along with it? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, 1 could not 
follow the question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will Mr. Mazumdar please repeat his question? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My question is this : Regarding the 
excavation of the feeder khals the work has been stopped and could not be 
taktMi up along with the work of the main Damodar Khal. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether the excavation of these feeder khals will be 
taken up along with the re-excavation of the main canal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Naturally, in due 
course it will be taken up. 

Permanently-eottled eetatee in Bengal. 

38. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. Alha] Yar All Khan): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state — 

ti) the number of permanently-settled estates in different districts of 
Bengal; and 

til) the dates of their creation in different districts with the terms 
thereof P 

{b) Is it not a fact that the number of permanently-settled estates in - 
Chittagong is cx)mpai*a lively great? 

(c) When were the following permanently-settled estates of Chittagong 
originally created and were they created in the time of Bast India Company 
or m the time of Queen Victoria: — 

(i) Tnraf Aliar Khan, bi'aring touzi No. 51 of Chittagong Collectorate ; 

(ii) Turaf Bhikan, bearing touzi No. 687 of Chittagong Collectorate; 

(til) Taraf Jabardasta Khun, bearing touzi No. 1281 of Chittagong 
Collectorate ; and 

(tr) Taraf Ramchaud, bearing touzi No. 24G3 of Chittagong Collectorate? 

Mr. ABDUR RA8HID, Ptrliamentary 8Bcretary (on bohalf of the 
iiilileter in ohergo of the D^Mustment of Lend end Land Revenue): (a)(t) 
A statement is laid on the Table. 

{ii) The information is not readily available and its collection would 
entail so much time, labour and expense that Government regrets that it is 
not prepared to undertake the task. 

(6) Tea. 

T-. i.\ a:— t 1? A T_ j:* r» 
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* Statemeni- rsfei^ed to ^ replyi^to^ quesHon No. 38. 


iHstrict. 

Numbpr of permanentJy- 
seltled ee Kates. 

Burdwan Division — 


Burdwan 

... 4,845 

Birbhum 

... 1,135 

Bankura 

... 1,529 

Midnamre 

Hooghly 

... 2,72T 

... 2,861 

Howrah 

906 

Presidency Division — 

24-Pargana8 

... 1,671 

... 2,172 

Nadia 

Murshidabad 

... 2,219 

Jessore 

... 2,487 

Khulpa 

928 

Dacca Division — 

Dacca 

... 11,202 

Myniensiugh 

... 10,125 

Faridpur 

... 5,913 

Bakarganj 

... 3,228 

Chittagong Division — 

Chittagong 

... 28,166 

Tipi>era 

... 3,640 

Noakhali 

... 1,647 

Rajshahi Division — 

Rajshahi 

... 1,860 

Dinajpur 

... 1,097 

Jal{)aiguri 

77 

Rangpur 

683 

Bogra 

665 

Pabna 

... 1,902 

Malda 

760 

Darjeeling 

*4 

Total ... 94,239 


Non-abolition of zomindary syttem in Chittagong. 

38. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. AihaJ Yar Ali Khan): Will ihe Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state — ^ 

(a) what effect has beed ^ven to4be resolution passed on the 1st June, 
1^5, by the Chittagoi^ Landlords’ Association and sent on the 
5th July, 1945, to the Cmief Secretary, Government of Bengal, by 
the Secretary of the said Association for non-abolition of the 
zemindary system in Chittagong on the ground that no profit hso 
been allowed to them as has been given to those of other districts 
of Bengal; 

(h) what weipe the Government revenue, cess and education cesses pay- 
able in Taraf Aliar £han, bearing touzi No. 51 of the Chitta^ng 
Collectorate ; 

(c) when and for what amount the Government purchased the said 
taraf; and 

(if) whether the Government are aware that by the abolition of semindary 
system of Chittagong tlSb Government will be loser? 



M 


[7th F»»., 


Qxrma^B Ai^fLifswms. 

Mr. AiDUII RASHfDp BtortUry (on behalf of the 

•Unifier in charge of the OeptniMt oi Land and Land Reventie): (a) 

®be resolution of tiw iAssociation i» uo't acceptable to Goverument. 

* Es. a. p. 

(b) Land Eevenue ... 1,600 9 0 

Cess ... 438 2 6 

Education cess ... 572 11 6 

(c) The taraf was sold ou the 15th March, 1943, for the anear revenue 
of 118.1,411-9-9 and i^as purchased bj^ Government for Re.l. 

(d) No. 


Repreeentation of the Bengal Legislative Counoil to the Publio Aooounte 

Committee. 


40. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he declared on the floor of the Council that the Government 

had decided to give two seats to the Council on the Public 
Accounts Committee; 

(b) whether he further stated that the mode in which those two members 

would 1)6 taken in the said Joint Committee of both the Houses 
would be determined by the Hon 'hie the Speaker and the Hon’ble 
the President; 

(c) whether he is aware if they met and decided the method of incor- 

[)orating those two members; and 

(d) when will the Public Acr-ounts Committee meet with the two members 

of the Council and when will the Government’s decision be given 
effect to? 


MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. Mohammed All): (n) and (h) Yes. 


(c) In the meeting which was held ff)r this purixise certain legal difficul- 
ties in the way of amendment of the rules were considered and it was decided 
to refer the matter to the Advocate-General for his opinion. Necessary 
aotilMi has ac^a^ingly been taken. 

{d) As already explained, final action will have to await receipt of 
Advocate-General’s opinion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When was the opinion of the Advocate- 
General sought? 

Tbi Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: Will the Hon’ble 
BEbuster please state as to what wae^^eallv thig legal difficulty involved in 
Ibis matter? * " ~ 


t>0 HOfl’blO Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The difficulty is with regard to 
• implication of the tentative decision which was taken by Government 
which was announced to the Council. Since then the Lagislatiye 
Ibmartment felt that there are a lot of difficulties in having a joint com- 
nmlee because the Government of India Act, 1935, did not provide for 
finance matters or matters dealing with accounts before the Upper 
Houae. They also felt that thAre was no provision in the Procedure Rules 
for anything of the kind. No joint committee was ever contemplated. So 
these are the difficulties pointed out by the I.,egislative Depaitoent. 
There was no provision in tne Rules of Procedure for having any kind of 
Joint Ccuaunittee, This fact was pointed out by the Le^slatiye Department 
previously wh«a Oovemmeat had obtained the opinion of, 1 think, either the 
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Legal Bwfmbraiicer or some o.^er ieg^ O^cer 1)f the ^ver&ttient that it 
was possiUe to ha^e a Joint Committee be<^use there is nothing in the 
Government of India Act and the rules framed theieunder to debar the 
formation of such 1a Joint Committee. But the Legisla^ve Department held 
a different view and therefore we have had to take legal opinion after show- 
ing the precis of the memorandum to the Legislative Department which 
was forwarded by the joint conference of Hon'ble President, the Hon^ble 
Speaker, the Finance Minister and presided" 'hver by the Hon’ble Presidents. 
It was decided at the conference that a precis should be submitted to the 
Hon'ble President of the Council and the Hon’ble Speaker of the Assembly 
and that is why there is some delay. We hlal to refer it to the Hon’ble 
President who sent it back with certain observations and then it had to go 
to the Legislative Assembly and that is why there has been some delay 

Mr. HALIDAS MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon’ble President throw some 
light on the point as his name has been dragged in the matter? 

Mr. PRJE8IDENT: What the Hon’ble Finance Minister has said is 
substantially correct. We met at a joint meeting of the Hon’ble Speaker, 
myself and the Hon’ble Finance Minister and we were informed there that 
the Legislative Department pointed out certain legal diflSculties in forming 
a joint committee. It was then decided at the meeting that the matter 
should be referred to the Advocate-General with regard to that particular 
point 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: When, Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Some time ago, I do not remember, 1 think in 
January 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: This year? 

Mr. PRE8IOENT: Yes. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUO CHOWOHURY: Why was it found necessary 
to refer the matter to Advocate-General ? AVas it necessary because of its 
validity when it come.s from the Advocate-General? 

Mr. PRE8IOENT: The point i.s this that the Legislative Department 
pointed out that the Government of India Act did not contemplate forma- 
tion of a Joint Committee of the Public Accounts of bo(h ^ Houses-ji^ is 
ultra virrs of the Government of India Act. That was the contention of the 
Legislative Department and on that point reference was made to the 
Advocate-General . 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Are not the members of this 
House competent to do so 

Mr. ABDULEA-AL-MAHMOOD: Wlmt was the specific legal objec- 
tion in the matter? 

Mr. PRE8iDENT: % I mak^ a suggestion? If you come overA'Io 
my room I shall get hohlm the papers and discuss the matter with you apd 
explain the whole position. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May I know from the Hon’ble Mizf^r ' 
if he pjoposes to request the Advocate-General to expedite the reply ? 

TN Hoil*ille Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I .shall certainly try to exn^te 
the matter. But I may say that no harm has beeii done by the dedflw; 
because the Accounts for the previous year have already been passed by Hie 
Excellency the Governor during section 93 regime and there has not been 
any Public Accounts Commitee of the Legislature. 

, Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister implement 
hJm promise regarding the allotment of two seats to the members of th* 
Coniuul on the Public Accounts CdmmitteeP 
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Mr. PRiSIDENTi Ifay 1 just request you, Mr. Das, to wait patiently 
«aiud let us meet and discuss this matt^ in my room. I think that will he ‘ 
much better and we would be able to discuss -the whole matter there. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: If this question is not settled before the 
Budget is placed, we shall not take an|r part in the Budget discussion. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The Hon’ble Minister cannot say even now where 
jthe matter stands at present. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I can assure you that the Hon’ble Minister is very 
helpful in the matter. ir 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the prestige of the whole House is 
involved in this question. It is not a question of any party here. The 
matter must be settled before the Budget is presented to this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would request you to come to my room to discuss 
this matter. 

Now, as regards question No. 41, the Hon’hle Minister-in-charge wanted 
to read the answer himself. Unfortunately, he is absent. So let the ques- 
Itibn be held over. We may take up question No. T2. 

Sale of stock of pulses by Government. 

32. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ui) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of (.’ivil Supplies be pleased to state whether in 
the mouth of March. Itt44, tenders were invited hy advertisements in the 
loeal newspapers for the sale of pulses (dal) hy the (iovernmeuty 

(h) Why were the pulses sold and what was the total quantity offered 
for sale? 

{(') At whut prices were these pulses purchased and at what prices were 
these disposed of? 

(d) Did the (lovenunent incur any lo.ss by such transactions, and if so, 
what was the amount of the loss? 

(c) Is it a fact that the pulses sold to the Calcutta traders were of a very 
bad Equality? ^ 

MINISTER in ohirffo of the DEPARTMENT of CIVIL SUPPLIES (the 
Hon*hle Mr. Abdul Gofran): {a) Yes. 

(h) The pulses were offered for sale, because of — 

(/) poor offtake; and 

(it) the apprehension, that unless quickly disposed of, these might be a 
tntal loss to (fovernraent. 

The ijuantity offered for sale was 479.159 maunds. 

{r} The average rate of procurement, taking all varieties into considera- 
tion, was Hs.H-M per muuiul, and the average rate of sale was Rs. 9-10-2 
|>er maiind. 

K,^{d) (hivernnient incurred a loss of Rs. 24,^18, >195-1 1-11. 

(c) Home portion of the graiiwhad slightly deteriorated, but it would not 
be correct to say that the jiulsw sold to the Calcutta traders were of very 
bad quality. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In view of this terrible loss, did the 
Hon'ble Minister make enquiry into the conduct of the officers who 
dealt with these pulses? Has any of these officers been brought to justice, 
dismissed or suspended? 

% 
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TIM HMl'bte Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have^ already stated ik reply to 
part (e) that because the quality was somewhat bad therefore it had to be 
sold at a reduced rate. So, it was not the fault of any officer and hence no 
action has been taken. 

Mri BIREN ROY: Government say that some portion of the grain had 
sUghtly deteriorated. So, why the entire quantity was sold at a reduced 
price? 

The Hon’ble Mr ABDUL COFRAN: It was unfit for consumption and 
therefore it was not thought necessary to keep any quantity left. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Obviously this happened at the 
time of the last Ministry. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister to find out from 
his Department as to the proportion of the grain that was slightly 
deteriorated. He said some portion had slightly deteriorated. In view of 
this answer what was the justification of putting the entire quantity in the 
market and thus incur an average loss of R8.5-2 per inaund making a total 
loss of Rs.23,38, 305-11-11? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have already given my ans\|(er 

to that and it is in answer {h){i) and (//) as follows “because of Jjpor off- 
take and the apprehension that unless (juickly disposed of these might be 
a total loss to Government". Moreover this was an occurrence of 1044 and 
it is now useless, I think, to pursue this matter because it will be impossible 
ito find out what portion of the stock hail actually deteriorated. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The (question is that even with 
the establishment of the Civil Supplies Department it could bring about the 
possibility of such sales at the loss of so much money to the Government 
of Bengal. Therefore an enquiry into the conduct of tfie officials of * the 
department is essential because after all the Government had a Rationing 
Department running simultaneously and the«e could have been given to the 
public through this rationing department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I think no reply is necessary. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: We want information whether 
the Minister will enquire into this matter more deeply to find out what was 
the exact rea.son why this entire quantity of dal was thrown into the market 
for sale enabling the dealers to purchase them at a very low price and to 
sell the same at their discretion at any price they liked. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Was there any other consideration? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No other consideration. I have 
already stated that the offtake wa.s poor. However, if the members like 
that I should have an enquiry ma<le I shall do so. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Minister stated that this 
etuff was not fit for human consumption, and if it was so 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: 1 did not say that. Some por- 
tion had slightly deteriorated, that is what 1 said. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is it a fact that good quality dal hat 
been sold at a reduced rate and if so, why? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Well, because there was no off- 
take. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: What do you mean by offtake? Will 
you please explain it? 

The HoiKble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: There was no demand in the 
market. 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We were not getting dal and you say 
Hiere was no demand in the market. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr, Mazumdar, you cannot go on arguing all the 
time. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Wten was the pulse sold? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I have not got the information 
just now in my hand and would like to have notice for such information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you enquire and let us know when 
was it sold? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Yes, if you want to have it, I 
shall make an enquiry and give you the information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In reply to the question of Mr. Hamidul 
Huo Chowdhury the Hon'ble Minister said that he would make an encjuiry 
if tne members so desired. We desire it and will you please make the 
enquiry? 

CMr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it not due to the fact that 
unduly#iigh price was paid at the source that this huge loss has been 
incurred ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are suggesting an answer; that is not a (jues- 
tion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that sometimes at the instance of the departmental officers much higher 
price is paid than the material deserved to be paid. 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No re])Iv is necessary. Of 
course I shall make an enquiry and give the information to the honourable 
members. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Minister stated that a por- 
tion of the stuff which was not fit for human consumption was sold. For 
what purpose and to whom was this portion of the stuff sold? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 did not say that they were not 
fit for human consumption. What I said was this that “some portion of 
the grain had slightly deteriorated and as they were not unfit for human 
consumption then they were sold in the open market. That was the reply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you please look at the question 
and realise that this is a question put in 1944 and is being answered today 
in the year 1947? Is it to avoid the public scandal of incurring a loss of 
more than 23 lakhs of rupees for nothing that the answer has been delayed 
80 long? 

TIhi Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I cannot . give any reason for 
that, but I shall try to be more quick in giving replies to questions in 
future. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please ask his ofiice as to the reason for this delay in sending this reply to 
the Minister ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOQfl; Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the highest tender was accepted? 

TN Hon'blt Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. AtDULLAi.AL*MAHMOOD: Will the Hon'Ue Miniater pleMe 
*t»t« how many tendera were received by the department P 
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Tin l|iinbto Mr. MBUL GOFRAIIi I want notice. 

Mr. ililllULLAH.AUMAHMUDs WiU the Hon ble Minsiter please 
state whe&er he is willing to place on the fioor of the House a statement 
showing the rate of each tenderer? 

Tha Hmi’ble Mr. ABDUL GOPRAN: Certainly. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please place all the papers before the House in connection with this transac- 
tion from the very beginning, from the purchase right down to the sale to 
traders through whom it was distributed to the public, and the manner in 
which it passed through to the traders from the department? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. ABDUL GOPRAN: They are available now. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
please make a statement in regard to this important matter? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has promised 
to make various statements : In that view the question may stand oter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When does the Hon’ble Minister propose to make 
a statement? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOPRAN: It will require sometime c^rtainfy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. But could you not give me some idea? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOPRAN: About the end of the session. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But before the end of the session he 
may go out ! 

Tha Hoil’bla Mr. ABDUL GOPRAN: Sir, these things happened in 
1944: it will certainly require Mmie time before I ciin make a slateinClit. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Fifteen days is quite 
sufficient for the purpose. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR:: Sir, how cun he bring forth any state- 
ment if this question does not stand over? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVell, the Hon’ble Minister can always make u 
statement, irrespective of any question. 


Quantity of old atta and flour lying with Govarnment stockists in Galoutta. 

33. Mr. LALIT GHANDRA DAS: la) Will the Ilou’hle Minister in 
charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be fdeused to state whether it is a 
fact that huge quantities of old atta and flour weighing about 150,000 
inaunds are lying with the Government stockists in Calcutta and that they 
have become unfit for human consumption? 

ib) Where and hoW long were those hag.s <if atUi and flour stored and 
how ( ould they become unfit for human consumption ? 

ic) At what prices were these hags of atta and flour punffiased and at 
what prices are they going to be .H<dd? What guarantee is there that the 
unscrupulous traders would not try t-o undermine the health of the commun- 
ity by selling them to the consumers after mixing them up with good quality 
otftu and flour? 

(d) What will be the Government loss by this tranaaction? 

Th. Hon'M. Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: During 194.3 and in 1944, 16,110 
u^nds of atta and 75,131 maunds of flour deteriorated in Calcutta and 
oecaine unfit for human consumption. 
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(h) Due to emergent conditions prevalent in 1943 and ear|y in 1944 when 
icvere restrictions were imposed on transport due to ur^nt military require- 
Ments, the considerable time 1^ between the date of despatch and the^ date 
ol arrival provoked deterioration during transit. Goods also arrived at a 
time when demand was no longer active as conditions had improved in 1944. 
It was also not possilde for the Government to make immediate adequate 
arrangements for storage. In the circumstances it was inevitable that sub- 
stantial quantities of wheat products ,|vhich are shortlived and susceptible 
to deterioration, particularly in a humid climate, should have gone bad. 

(c) The average purchase price of atia and flour were Rfi.11-8 per maund 
of afin and Rs.M per maund of flour. The condemned stocks were sold to 
lecogni.sed starch manufacturers; to preclude the possibility of the goods 
being disposed of for human consumption directly or as an adulterant, 
arrangements were made for the posting of inspectors to keep a watch on the 
progress of manufacture. 

(r/) The loss to the Government is estimated to be about Rs. 10,00,000. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state in view of the quality of atta that we are getting from the 
ration shops if it is not just possible that a large (juantity of this condemned 
atta found its place into these ration sho})s from where we are getting our 
Btlpplies P 

The Hofi’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No. no. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Qm ‘stions over. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 huAe an adjournment motion. 
May I read it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Notice of an adjournment motion 
was given by Mr. Lalit ('handru Das to which I have given my consent. It 
runs as follows : — 

That this (.'ouncil do adjourn its business lo discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, and of recent occurrence, namely, the serious 
situation arising out of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi- 
charge by the police on the peaceful and unarmed students demonstration 
on “ viet-Nam” Day on the 2lst January last, in front of the Senate House, 
Calcutta University (College Square, Calcutta) resulting in one student 
killed and 200 others injured of whom 21 received bullet wounds, including 
some lady students also. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, I want to raise a question 
and it is this — does it fulfil the conditions of adjournment of the House, 
namely, you should decide whether it is urgent. Simply because certain 
occurrence has taken place it cannot be the subject of an adjournment 
motion. Is there an/ urgency about it 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I may add, Sir, that the ques- 
tion for consideration is whether it is a matter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y CvH, I have considered these points. It is of recent 
ooouirenoe and “urgency” implies that it must l>e of recent occurrence. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May I add. Sir. that the 
result of the occurrence must continue and it musi have repurcussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid, not. It was a serious occurrence, it 
did occur in the recent past, and one person was killed and several persons 
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injured* So I is a matter of mgent public importance. 1 haTe 

considered all these points and following the pr^dents for allowing 
adjournment motions in this House I have allowed this adjournment motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have you seen, Sir, the recent 
ruling of the Central Assembly 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you should discuss this matter any 
further and try to go into the merits and demerits or refer to any observa- 
tions or rulings of the Hon’ble President of the Central Assembly. la 
coming to a decision regarding admissibility of adjournment motions I 
always take into consideration the rulings of the Presiding officers of the 
Central Legislature. Now, is there any objection P 
The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I object. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would now request honourable members in support 
of the motion to rise in their places. As 1*1 honourable members have 
supported the motion, the mover has the leave of the House to move hia 
motion. I fix Tuesday, the 11th February, at 2-15 p.m. for discussion of 
Ithis adjournment motion. 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Sir, may I mention one 
thing in this connection. Government is most anxious to transact some 
important business in this House and we are placing before this House quite 
a large number of Bills which the House will have to consider but*^ jf 
adjournment motion.s such as these are moved from time to time, I regret 
to have to say that very important Government work is being hampered. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! If the Government had managed their 
work properly there would not have been any necessity for bringing in these 
adjournment motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 would request both sides to re.serve their observa- 
tions till the motion is before the House. 

Address Motions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, when the House adjourned on the last occa- 
sion I was giving in brief the past hi.story of the ^levelopment of the ship 
building industry in India, particularly in Bengal. I cited some instances 
from the foreign travellers wh(» visited Bengal in the Kith century. I 
showed at that time that many ships were built in Bengal. Sir, one of the 
famous Muslim Admiral Khairmhlin Barhurosa said to Sultan v Soleiinan, 
the Magnificent that “He who* rules the .sea will shortly rule on the himl 
also”. The history of no country illustrates this principle better than that 
of India. As I said on tliat occasion that Indian shipping disappeared from 
the high seaij in the 19th century. From 1840 it was monopolised by the 
foreign shmping. Admiral Fitz Herbert organised Indian Boyal Navy on 
a large .scale. ' With regard to the expansion of sliips he produced a con.struc- 
tive programme by means ot which ship huihling was going on in India. 
Ships were built in India during the last war. B.l.N. will consist of 250 
8hip84 iF’or K.I.N. a great national mercantile marine is necessary. The 
Imlians demanded a mercantile marine of their own. This attempt of 
Indians to create a national mercantile marine was looked upon by tbe 
Government at first as a wastage of effort when the British Companies were 
there to perform the services more efficiently and perhaps at less cost. That 
is why tte reply came from the then Government of India in 1941 that there 
was no necessity for the development of Indian shipning industry. The 
foreign interests in India looked upon it as an outstanoing example of anti- 
foreign feeling, as manifestation of racial hostility.. India has a coas't-line 
of about 4,5(K) miles with 70 lakhs tons of coastal trade and at pre-war 
value — the value of the overseas import and export trade of India came up 
to about 475 crores a year. On the present value it would be more than 
double or treble of that figure. Moreover India is surrounded on three 
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defence, in other words, from the economic point of view and from the^ 
military point of riew also India needs a strong navy. Thus India is 
enilerin^ economicalljr every year on ac^unt of the absence of any mercan- 
tile marine. According to Professor Pigou ‘Hhe fear of war was a potent 
factor in compelling Government to support the ship-building industry in 
England.” But unfortunately in India neither world war No. I nor the 
last world war |fo. II so far seems to have had any such effect on the 
Government of India. The Commerce Secretary definitely stated in 1941 
that the Government had no intention to encourage ship-building industry 
as a part of the war effort. Explaining the position the Commerce Member 
pointed out that the emphasis was on tlie words “as part of the war effort” 
for the ships built in India would not be ready before another ^ or 4 years 
and war needs cannot wait for such a long time. Events have proved the 
invalidity of the Government position. But even before the war the Indian 
j# public insisted in demanding the development of Indian mercantile marine 
and it was supported by the recommendations of the Mercantile Marine 
Committee. Sir, India needs a very powerful and efficient mercantile marine 
for defence also, because the Indian navy cannot expect to defend India 
successfully witliout the help of a mercantile marine. Speaking of Bengal 
I may say, Sir, Bengal was all along famous for its ship-building industry. 
Previously Bengal had many harbours ami they were full of ships and it was 
only during the 19th century that Bengal’s ship-building industry dis- 
appeared. Sir, it is to the credit of the Scindia Stt*am Navigation ( ompany 
that they wanted to establish a ship-huihling yard in Calcutta but 
unfortunately there was some difference of opinion between the Port Com- 
missioners and the (ompany and the venue of their project had to he shifted 
to Vizugapatam in Madras. During the war. 4,0(M) ships were repaired in 
India and many small ships just like motor launches, mine-sweepers, etc., 
wwe built, and about dO thousands of people were engaged in the ship 
building industry in Vizagapatam. Coming from ('hittagong, Sir, 1 may 
«ny that tliere was a successful ship-building industry established in ('hitta- 
gong and in my boyhood I saw many ships being built and even during the 
great war No. I that industry was revived for some time and to a great 
extent. Sir, India with its large .seacoast should give facilities lor ship- 
building, but there was w’ant of encouragement to this industry* 
Fortunately, the present Government of India are trying their utmost to 
establish a ship-building industry in order to create -an Indian mercantile 
marine, and a sub-committee has already lieen ajipointed to con.sider this 
problem. 1 hope that at the time when the (’oinmittee will submit its report 
they will consider the case of Bengal. Bengal with tlie largest population 
und largest seacoast should be given every iacilitv, encouragement and 
help in developing her .Hliip-building imlustrv. Tnless the (irovernment of 
Ind da give liberal subsidy to this industry it cannot be developed very 
speedily. Sir, take the cu.se of Australia ; what was d(»ne in Ao^tralia during 
ine last war can also be expected to be done in Bengal if proper equipment 
and encouragement is forthcoming. We too have got here sailors who 
man the ships and face the high seas at all hours of danger and tlmrefore 
they should be given all encouragement and scope. JBut unfortiinaffly no 
school has been established in Bengal for their training. 1 therefore hope 
that the Government of Bengal vshould take up this matter most seriouily 
and ask the Government of India to give all lacilities to Bengal to revive 
and develop its lost ship-building industry. With these words Itcommend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Hr* ^RiSIDENTS Mp^(ion moved that an address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of B<^ga] throng the Hon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to make a strong 
representation to the Government of India to give every encouragement, 
aasiatance and help to the development of Indian shij^building industry in 
Bengal, principally under Indian capital, control and management. 
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^ Mr. 8HAMSUODIN AHMEDS Mr. Premaent, Sir. my 

Mr. Nur Ahmod, lias move<l motion to the eftVot “that aw Addresa 
be iiiwnted to His Excellency the Ciroveriior of Itengal through the Hon’ble 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency 
to laak© a strong representation to the Governmenli of India to give every 
encouragement, assistance and iielp to the development of Indian ship-build> 
ing industry in Bengal, principally under Indian capital, control and manage- 
nient’’. Sir, on behalf of the Government while supporting whole-heartedly 
the motion that has been moved by my friend I want to make one or two 
observations. My friend has stated his case very ably and 1 can tell the 
House that we hope that in the not very distant future India will have her 
own mercantile marine, her own ship yards and her own coast guards 
against enemy attacks. This question is under the consideratiiAi of the 
Government of India at the present moment. The Government of Bengal 
cannot do anything in this respect except forwarding this proposal to tlie 
Government of India. I can say that 1 liad occasion to visit Chittagong 
and when I looked from tlie shore of the Bay of Bengal so many ships 
coming it reminded me that it is my country and there is nothing to guard 
the sea frontiers. The Port ( ‘oimmssioners gave an address to me and in 
reply I gave an indication that we will try to establish a nautical school 
in ('liittagong so that Bengal would get trained and cjlucated men fit to he . 
a proper saib»r and captain. My trieinl Mr. Nur Ahmed also suggested that 
one school should be establi.sbed here. As at present situated Bengal can- 
not do anything in tliis respect. Lven if the Cabinet Mission’s proposals 
arc accc4)te(l we have nothing to do with Foreign delations, Communications 
aiid IKdence: Tln*y come untler tiie Central Government. When they (*ome 
within our sphere then it will lie time tor tlie Btoigul Government to take 
I hem up. Tliere was a time w’lu*n W'e used to build the best of ships lor ihe^ 
whole world. 1 read a report long before wdierein it was staled that tb(^ 
wooden ships' used to he built in Karuclii and Surat — they were of the best 
types as there was no steam engine at that time. J^et us hope that in not 
very distant future India wiH build ships of the newest type w'iih Uj) to 
date propeller whieh will prove to he the best ships in tlie W'orld. Sir, 
Ih'voikI this 1 do tiot think 1 need say more, i wish good luck to Mr. Nur 
AIibIimI. VV"e will forwunl tiu* proposal to the (lovernment of India. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that an 
Address be presented to His Fxcellene\ the Governor of Bengal through 
tin* Hon’ble the President of Bengal Legislative Coumdl requesting llis 
K\<‘ellency to make a strong re|>resenlutioi» to the Government of India to 
give every encouragement , assistance .iiid help to the ilevelopinmit of Indian 
ship-building industry in Bengal, principally und(*r Indian lupitul, control 
•oui management. 

The motion put and agreed to. 


Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I beg to move that an Address be presented 
lli« Exoflicncy the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’hle the 
1 ‘ resident the Bengal J^egislative (,’ouucil requesting His Excel lencj to 
J“J*ke a representation to the Government of India to establish a Military 
f ollegu in Bengal for the benefit of tlie Bengali people. 

‘>ir, this motion is a very important one from military^ of view and 
from other points of view also. Sir, 1 think the necessity of a military 
college in Bengal is realised by all right thinking people of Bengal. Bengal, 
•^»r, has fallen on evil days, Bengal was known fgr her bravery, Bengal 
’^wpplied her battalion Bi conquer Malacca and th^ •other islunda. There 
^ere Bengali i^giments commanded by Bengalis, Then came the Hepoy 
oi lfi57 and Bengal’s battalion was disbanded. Because it was 
iW 5 Bengalees were very^ intelligent and as such they should 

i from the military. Bengalees were shamefully styled as nou- 
P raije. Afterwards Bengal lost gradually her bravery and spirit (d 
imterprise. This ban was lifted ft the time of Gwat War No, 2. At 
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ithe time of the Last (jreat War No. 1 only 7,700 combatants and 53,000 
non-combatants were recruited. In this war 155, OiK) were rec^uit<^d from 
Bengal as combatant ami non-combatants and moreover 150,000 were 
recruited as sailors for mercantile marine. Bengars young men proved to 
be very skilful airpilots. At this psychological moment when the Premier 
of the Punjab went to Delhi to consult about the selection of a site of a 
militur>' college in the Punjab, Bengal has not been consulted. The ques- 
tion of the nationalisation of the Indian Army lias been finally settled and 
the cadet corps organisation sub-committee has been touring the provinces 
to gather opinion. While arrangements are being made for giving military 
training to college students and also in some other schools it is high time 
.that Bengal should approach the (lovernment of India for recognising its 
rightful and just claim for a military college in this province. Sir, for 
Bengal it is doubly necessary because Bengal’s claim is not recognised by 
other provinces ami the Military Academy at Delira Dun and at Poona do 
not at all consider the u])plications going from Bengal for admission very 
favourable. Sir, Bengal having the largest population it is imperative that 
she should have a military college ot her own. I do not like to take the 
time of this House any longer at this stage though the residuiion is a very 
important one. I would only ask tin* (ioverninent (d India to consider the 
claim of Bengal along willi tlu* claims ol tlie Punjab and other Provinces. 
1 appeal to the Oovernnient of Bengal to take np this question very 
.seriously and fight out lor a <*olleg«* ii* Bengal and thus give an opportunity 
to the Bengalees to show their iiieril ami to remove the stigma attached to 
the fair name ol Bengal tliat Bengal is not entmpiising, the Bengalees are 
idle peo()le, th(*y are (|Uill drivms, they hidoiig to the class ot tin* clerks. 
Sir, with this ajipeal 1 eomdmh* and I hojie that all tin* members will accord 
* their umuiinious ajiproval to thi.s motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion mo\ed that an ^ Address he 
presented to His Kxcellency tin* (lovmnor <d Beiig.il througli the Hon’hle 
the President ot the Bengal Legislative ( ouncil leqiiesting His Lxcelleney 
to make a rejiresentuiion to the tiovei nnient cd India to establish a Militar\ 
(’ollege in Bengal for the hemdit ot tlie Bengalee jieople. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sn, it appears in the fitness 
of things that a residution <d this type >hoirhi have been moved h> a 
representative from ('liittagoug hiTaiise it there is one place in Bengal in 
W'mch a college of this t>p(* can In* established it can he in a ])luee wdieie 
facilities tor militar\ opmatioiis and tor naval o])crations as well us lor 
aerial operations exist. 1 understand. Sir. that, alter considerable research 
and cogitation, llu* (ioverninent ot India havi* liit upon Poona lor the 
estahlisiiment ol a central Military College. It is proposed to put through 
a scheme ot National Cadet Corps in all the Provinces anyd for tliat purpose 
not long ago a eouimittee met me here in CaleuUa and 1 have assured them 
tliat my (iovernnient will give all possible facilities tor the establishment 
of such a Corps. Rut I want things to proeeeil much further.^ In the not 
distant pavst Bengal armies have iouml their wa\ to the Punjab. We have 
been purposely emaseulated and we have been damned wuth the thwiry ot 
not having any inilitury tradition or that we are a non-martial race. 1 deny 
it, Sir. We liave a large number of strong, healthy j>eople in our province 
H» many of us know to nur joy on the one hand and sorrow?, on the other, 
liuable to find any av»*nue for their energy ami for their health they become 
daooita, but the material is there and can be very well utilised. I am 
certain that if we start giving a military leaning to our youths from then 
t»ohcoi-age and give them iThias towards militarv training we shall be al>h 
to produce any number of regiments. It is a shame to Bengal that wdule 
Bihar has a regiment of it.s own, while Asvsam too has a regiment of its 
Bengal has not yet been permitted to have a regiment of its ow*n. The 
honourable member has nderred to the mental and intellec^al powers 
Mie Bengalees and how they have l>een prev^ted fr<jm exhibiting them. 



ADDEESS MOTIONS. 



am military circles these qualities are ccmsidereil a draw* 

back. 11^ would appear that a solder is not expected to be intelligent or 
to exercise any considerable mental and intellectual powers an<l one (»f the 
deficiencies of the Bengalee in the Army has generally been that a Bengalee 
thinks too much and wishes to know the why and wherefore of a particuilar 
order. It is for that reason that it. is necessary to inculcate in him from his 
very childhood a sense of discipline and obedience, and given the iieeessarv 
(raining 1 have not the least doubt that in Bengal and from Bengal w’e shall 
have one of the best armies in India. Now, Sir, I have conveyed to high 
quarters the desire of my Government for military training and for the 
establishment, at any rate for the creation, of a Bengalee Regiment. 1 
hope that the Government of India will consider this resolution sympatheti- 
cally and even though it may not at the present stage (MUisider it feasible 
to establish u Military College it should taki' step> to impart military train- 
ing, territorials, militia, battalions, regiimmts, ami give us various 

amenities. I hope that all sections of the House will supp(u( this motion 
and will sup]>ort oup endeavours to raise an etleetiv<‘ arm> ’u\ Bengal. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The que.stion heiore the House is (hat 
an Address he presente<l to His Kxecdleney the Governor ot Bmigal througli 
the Hon’hle the Ibesident of the Bengal Legislative (\»um il recjunsting His 
Kxcelleucy to make a repre.sentation to the Governiuenl ol India to estaldish 
a Military Gollege in Ibyigal for (In' himefii of the IbuigultM' pef>ple. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that an Address be presenlerl 
to His Excellency the Govr-mor ot Bengal through the Houddc (lie J*resid(‘ut 
of the Bengtil Tiegislative ( miiicil with an earnest appeal to His E\cidleney 
t(» move the Government of India to stop evictions of Bengali irnmigrunts 
from Assam b\ the jrrc’serit Assam Government. 

Sir, this is a (lUi'stiori which rrdatcs to humanriarian j>olicv. I <lo not 
want to take niucfi time rtver this motion. 1 ma> sa> that inhuman 
barbarities are lieing ]ier]u(rated in Assam iu tin* shapr* (d evicting those 
who at om* time cleared (he jungles and who tacial (lie Icrocious animals 
and made those waste and jurigh' lands fertile and si)w crops and thus made 
them fit for human habitation. These barbarities in the shape of evirdion 
of the settlers are done by Assam in sjrite of pi’ot<*st from all sides, in spite 
of appeals to that Government on gr-ounds of liuirianity and on othrr grounds. 
It is not understood why these poor pt'ople are being driven out ol Assam 
and deprived of their food and shelter. Justice and tairnlay seems to have 
vunivshed from Aasam. It is said that om* cron* am) HI) lakhs acres of land 
•»re lying fallow, in other words o crores bigha.s of land are lying as w'aste 
land fit for cultivation. In spite of .so niueh fallow' land it is not under- 
stood why these peopje who hapjreneil td he mostly Musliius and who went 
to Aasam. some 20 years ago, some 10 years ago and some H or 4 years ago, 
Were treated and are being treated in this way. The\ went there many years 
before, established themselves then* and Imill (heir horrres, cleared jungles 
and faced dangerou.s and ferocious animals and thu.s added to the wealth of 
the Assam Government. But these people are now' htdng evicted and not 
only evicted, their cr(»j>s are being auction-sold and thus they are being 
driven to the wilderness. The latest report is that about d lakhs of people 
kave been evicted. They with their children and" families, are suffering 
terribly and most of them are on the verge of death from starvation and 
other causes and the Assam Government have not made any arrangement 
lor their settlement elsewhere. Sir. it*i.s sad that the present Thief Minister 
^ Assam, Mr. Bordoloi, says that he is not following any new procedure. 
2®, says this policy is being pursued in accordance with the agreement 
was agreed to between Sif Saadullab and the then Congress Party 
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which was ia Opposition and wliiclj is now on the sa<ldle there.' Some of the 
jrelevant terms of that agreement are to the following effect: — 

(1) Those settled in Ooverninent reserves before the year i9J18 should 

remain where they are. 

(2) Those originally settled on Government given lands and subse- 

quently taking shelter in reserves owing to river erosion of tlieir 
lands or due to adi:juisition for military purposes should not 
be disturbed till they were given lands outside the reserves. 

(d) Individual cases of lordships resulting from evictions to he consider- 
ed l)y the (Government. 

(4) lane system policy, wdneh segregates tlie immigrants fnuji the 

original inhabitants, should be given uj) within three years. 

(5) Before carrying out this pcdicy a silting enquiry about encroach- 

ments and a survey of all available waste lands slionld be made, 
HO that a colonisalifoi sehenie might he started, reserving on<*- 
third of the availahle lands for future expansion and the rest to 
he allotted to the ditferent eoinmunities, such as, the caste 
Hindus, the Muslims and the Sclnululed (’astes. An area at the 
foot of the hills also to be reserved for exclusive settlement of 
the tribal peoples. 

Later an amendment to this agreement was accepted hy the Govern- 
ment — that ^‘any encr«)judier who hud raised one eroj) utter spe?iding 
considerable time clearing jungles, labour ami money sliould also be pndeet- 
ed from eviction”. These fundamental principles ,Mr<‘ not being followed. 
Sir Saudullah has clearly shown that this agre»‘ment is not being followtMl. 
Sir, ('ongress speaks of India as one nation ami they sp(*ak of himlamental 
rights and all that. Hen‘ I may cite a pr)rtion of a resolutyjin passed in 
Karachi hy the Congress. “Kvery citizen is In'c to move throughout India 
and to stay and settle in any part thereof, to ac()nire property ami to follow 
any trade or calling and to he treated equally with regard to legal prosecu- 
tion or pr(de(‘tion in all parts of India.” Mr. Bordoloi is a imunlier of this 
('Congress organisation, it is to he seen how these (h^claiatious are givmi 
effect to ami are followed by the Congress ('hief Minister of Assam. Sec- 
tion H8 of the (Government of India Act runs as follows: — “No suliject ot 
His Majesty domiculed in India shall on groumls (uily t»f religitm, ]>lace of 
birth, descent, colour or any of (hem be ineligible for otfi< e under the Crown 
in India or h(» prohibited on any sueli g'rounds from acquiring, hohling, 
disposing of property or carrying on any occn])ation, trade, Imsimvss or 
profession in British India. 

Sir, it is very unfortunate that at u time when there slmuld be peace 
and amity, good relations bet'ween Nation ami Nation, between Jill (he 
communities inhabiting this land sy.stematir ami cruel atnwiiies are being 
perpetrated on human beings not in thousands hut in lakhs who have 
produced the crop of the land, who have made their land of adoptitm a 
wealthy one and tliey are cruelly persecuted. Sir, is it n<»t inhuman t*> 
evict persons from their lioines with their families, with their little children Jj' 
Is if not inhuman to sell his only meams of livelihood, i.e., his oro]), which 
is produced at his cost and labour, to buy their lands in auction sale ami 
to deprive them of their only means of livelihood y Sir, this question was 
referred to that great Indian and he replied that because the pefiple went 
there without the permission f>f the Government, they should be evicte<l, 
but my appeal is that when they w*ent there, when they cleared the jungles, 
when they built houses, when they produced crops, then the Government 
aid not prohibit them from floing so. The Government allowed them at that 
time and acquiesced in allowing them to clear jungles to make the land 
more fertile to grow crops and the Government practicnllv permitted them to 
do 80 and they C4in have no right now to evict them at this time. T%ey are 
moetly Mualims and they are being brutally and cruelly treated. Sir, it ie 
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that we are one nation. If it be so* why this discrimination against 
Ihs Muslim immigrants from Bengal? There are others from the iTniW 
I^vinces and other provinces and they own 10 lakhs of acres of land. 
There is no eviction against them. Wliy should this cruel policy be follow- 
it against the people of Bengal alone who are mostly or 90 per cent, of 
whom are Muslims. Sir, I must .say this that because the Government of 
Assam thinks that the number of Muslims will be increased in the land 
tliey feel that the Muslim immigrants should be mercilessly evicted from 
their legitimate homes. Sir, this question was put to tlie Ilon’ble Member 
for Foreign Relations of the Government of India and he in his letter of 
reply to the Hon’ble Mr. Gopinath Bardoli, ('hief Minister of Assan», has 
said as follows: “The Immigration (juestion is u complicated one and it 
has heroine a communal question which will make it more difficult of solu- 
tion. Kvery effort should be made to avoid giving prominence to the 
communal aspect of it. Essentially it is an economic question and it should 
be tackled in an economic way. It must be recognised that a sparsely 
populated area with vacant lands as Assam is at jiresent, (uinnot (amiinue 
!»s it is with overcrowdcil provinces surrounding it. Therefore immigration 
is bound to take place because of the economie urge for it. No amount of 
sentiment and nOt (*ven laws will ultimately stop it. Indeed, (*ven from 
the point of view of developing AH.sam and making it a wealthier j>rovinc4*. 
immigration is desirable. To talk in lerms of stopping it is to ignore 
realities.” 

Sir, this statement is taken from u letter written by Pandit Jawahar La) 
Nehru to the ('hief Minister of Assam. In this letter it is apparent that 
the Pandit at that time did not support the policy of eviction hut my 
hum}>lc prayer and a])peal to tht* Governimmt of India is that it should ask 
the Government of Assam to stop these cruel evictions. There has been 
much agilfetion over this matter ami (he lust Karachi session of the Muslim 
League ])ussed a resolution which runs a-s follows: — 

“Tlie Working ('ommittee strongly condemns the hurhurious utnmities 
committed by the ('ongress Government in Assam on thousands of immi- 
grants hy forcible mass evictions of immigrants from the so-called 
[irofessional grazing nvserves and Government waste lands by ilemolishing 
their houses and driving them to wilderness rendering tliem homeless and 
destitute. 

The ('ominittee further records its condemnation ot the Assam Govern- 
ment’s inhuman practice of selling by auction the paddy and fond crops (»f 
immigrant cultivators, thereby depriving them of the fruits of their inonths 
<»f labour, of their srde means of subsistence, am! exposing to starvation the 
familie.s and children of the cultivators. The Committee urges upon the 
Assam (iovernment to put an immediate stop to these inhuman evictions and 
auctiem sales and allow settlement of Government waste lamls and ex<'eMs 
lands in the professional grazing reserves to those cultivators who have 
spent time and lalHoir in reclaiming their wa.ste lands, built their homesteads 
and sown crops there. It is a matter of great surjirise to the (’ommittee 
that the Assam Government jiersists in its policy of oppression of the 
immigrant cultivators at a time when there is such acute foo<l shortage |n 
India.” 

Sir, ap{)eal after appeal has been made by Mussalmans throughout India, 
and our popular (’hief Minister also wanted to settle the (fuestion hy 
tMinsultation. We however do not like to criticMie harshly the Govern meiit 
of Assam but when it is a question of inhuman sufferings nobody can remain 
unmoved. I therefore appeal to tjie House to accept tliis motion 
unanimously. * 

Mr. OEI^UTY PREIIOENT: Motion moved that an Address U 
Ptesenied to Hi* Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon bW 
^ President of the Bengal Le^lntive Council with an eamesi appeal to 
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His Excellency to make a strong repreaentatHm iniiiiefl lately to the Oovem- 
ment of India to stop evictionn of Bengali immigrants from Assam by the 
present Assam (iovernment. 

Khan Bahadur CYASuboiN PATHAN: Sir, the mover of the motion 
has very elaborately discussed the subject of his motion. So 1 do not think 
it will i>e necessary fOr me to be Jong in my speech. Sir, the Assam evic- 
tion is now a matter of great concern to all right-thinking persons in Bengal, 
in view of the fa(;t that the evicted families are all Bengalees. Moreover, 
the method of eviction pursued by the Assam (jovernment is not only 
inhuman but history fails to cite any such similar instance. We have read 
much about the inhuman and barbarous atrocities of “Namrud” and '’Ejid” 
of antiouity, but nowhere we have seen forcible eviction, followed by burn- 
ing of houses, crops and all that belonged to the poor and helpless people 
and wholesale raids by elephants. It may be noted that a few years ago 
th(‘ services of these fearless Bengalees were considered necessary to clear 
up jungles by fighting with wild and ferocious beasts such as tigers, leopards, 
elephants, but all on a sudden these people who <‘leared the jungle areas even 
enuangering their own lives and making lavish gilts of their children to 
malaria and kala-azur, are being evieied hy the Assam (Government on a 
lame excuse. I appeal to the honourable memhers ot the House to consider 
the helpless conditions of the Bengalee Muslims. I may tell you that very 
recently there was a eonferenee at Bahadurahad which was attemled hy 
about u lakh (d people (Mr. bAi.rr (’imnokv 1)\s: Has Assam been 
invaded yelHt uml about ‘J.tMKt people of Ass[nu also attended the 
conference iiwludiug man> members of the Legislature ami there w’as a 
unanimous Uesoluticui passed to move the (’entral (iovernment through the 
(government ol Bengal to take uj) the matter and put an end to the 
burhuritie.s perjiet rated in Assam. So in this view ot the matter 1 support 
the motif)!! ami 1 hope it will he unanimously ae(‘t‘i»te(l. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 oppos(* the niotioji - 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Why oppose? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Wait, a hit ami you will know. Sir, a 
re(|ue«t is being made to His Kxeelleney to make a strong representation 
immediately to the (Government of India to stop evictions of Bengalee 
immigrants from Assam. Why should His Kx(’tdlene\ he invited to tlo so? 
Whv should he do so when Bengal is an autonomous IVoviuce ami Assam 
is also an autonomous Province. 1 think it is tht* business of Bengal 
(Government and Assam (Government and the Central (Government has 
nothing to <lo with it. How can Central (Government interfere with Assam 
(Government if Assam thinks that it would he their best policy to do so for 
the protection of the Assam people. I do not understand w hy we on this side 
of the House in Bengal should move our (Governor to appeal to the (Govern- 
ment of India to stop eviction, I say land is a provincial subject and 
Assam has got sole riglit to do what it likes and it would he illegal for the 
Government of India to interfere in any wa\ in this matter. So in this 
niatter we should not lose all sense of justice and fair]>lay and interfere 
vfith the autonomy of the Assam Government. 

Sir, things are not what they .seem. Feelings are being exacerbated by 
the policy of the Muslim lieague. As a matter of fact, so far as this present 

S dicy of eviction in Assam is concerned, when Sir Saadullab was the Chief 
inister of Assam it wras decided by the Muslim League Government of 
Afumm that these Bengalees w'ere intruders in Assam and they were interfer- 
ing with the loaves and fish^ of the people of Assam and it was decided 
that they should he evicted." Sir Saadulluh’s policy is now being followed 
hy the present Government of Assam. Mr. nardoloi. tlie present (^hief 
Minister of Assam, has repeateilly stated in the press and on the platfonns 
that tJiey are only carrj'inff out the policy of the Muslim l^eague Govern- 
ment headed hy Sir Saaduflah. I may pomt out, Sir, that the real motive 
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not the jprotection of the Bengali immigranta as would appear from this 
motion. If the Muslim League (iovernment in Bengal* wus really sorry for 
those people, if they thought that those people \fere fueed with starvation, 
it is the duty of the Bengal Government to bring them here and provide 
for them succour. Without tioirig this they are shamelessly asking the 
India Government to interfere with the udministrati{)n of Assam. I submit 
they are adopting a dubious method of asking His Excellency interfere, 
to meddle in the affairs of Assam Government. It is an unfair suggestion. 
Sir, it is apparent that the present (fovernment of Bengal, formed by the 
Muslim League, are trying to make Assam a part of Bengal. Tlieir real 
intention is to Bakisthanise Assam. They Jmve moved tliis motion to tliis 
effect not only here in this House hut they are hohling meetings to this 
effect. They have at ])resent an intention of invading Assam to terrorise 
Assam Government and bring a tlownfail of the present Assam Government 
80 that Sir Saaduilah ma) again be the Gliief Minister and then it will he 
easy not only for I lie Bengali immigrants hut it would he easy to Pakis- 
thanise Assam, and Assam will form a part and ])arcel of Bengal. 1 
strongly oppose thi^ resolution. 

Sir, their real intention ma\ be well understood it >ou follow their 
jiolicy in regard to Bihar refugees. Tlie present Muslim League Govern- 
ment of Bengal sent Mr. N. M. Khan, through the Muslim League l*ariy. 
to bring about 1 00,111)0 refugees from Bihar with a view to Pakisihanise the 
West Bengal. Tlie\ li;(\e a ovei whelming majont\ in Last Bengal, now’ 
they want a similai majority in West Bengal. W(‘ strongly eondmnn the 
present policy of the Mu'-'lim League. Th(‘ Assam Government is sti’ongly 
jirotesting against the poli<> that is l»eing pursued by the .Muslim League 
there. If the Muslim League Government of Bengal is really sympathetic, 
us I have alieady said, the\ can witlnlraw those people from Assam and 
settle them in Bengal as bi'st as the (lovernnnuit of Bengal can do here, 
You are autonomous and independent, why should you ask the India 
Government to force the Assam Government to keep those nndesirahle 
elements there? 

Now, Sir. this motion is being (ilaciMl in this House hut 1 know that as 
a matter of tact representations were made to the GovernnuMit of India with 
respect to this and the Governmeril of Assam had to reply to tin* represen- 
tations in more strong terms than those emitaineil in tiie reiireseiitations 
uhich were made hy Mi. Nur Ahim'd in this Hou.s<‘. On hearing ihest* 
representations the Government of Imlia caim* to the ((inclusion tnat the 
Assam GovernimMit was right and they had every right to carry out their 
own policy. I do not understand why the (fovc^rnnient of India should he 
asked to violate the sacred principle of Ib'ovincial Autonomy and why the 
Governor of Bengal should he asked to take un a matter like this where the 
entire policy is in ihe hands of and can be dictated only by the Assam 
Government. With these words, Sir, I lodge my emjihatic jirotesi against 
this motion . 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: I beg to oppose this 
motion for the simple reason tliat the provisions of Itule 112 were not ever 
intended to bring in matters of this nature before the Council. It is 
intended for the purpose of expressing tlie opinion of this ( onncil on mailers 
which are really not controversial and in which all the sections of tlie House 
have got a strong desire to move the higher authorities. My honourable 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed, I am sure, knew it fnim before that this is a matter 
which is extremely controversial and that this controversy has been going 
on in the* country for several years past from the time when Mr, Saaduilah* 
was the Premier of Assam and if was practically he or his Ministry that 
decided that such immigration should not be allowed. From that time 
onwards the agitation started and it has noiv assumed great projiortions. 
Now we are even hearing of a possible invasion of Assam by lakhs of 
intending imiuigrants. I do not know if that is going to happen in the 
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ii«sr future. But whatever it i», there cannot be the least doubt in the 
mind of any honourai^|e member in this Mouse that this is one of the most 
controversial questions that is agitating the minds of the people of Assam 
m well as the people of Bengal and therefore I submit that this motion 
should not have been brought under Rule 112. It is obvious that except 
under Rule 112 we cannot discuss this mater iv this Council, l^w' bars it. 
The Rules bar it. That being the position 1 submit that this motion ought 
not to be discussed any more in this House. (The Hon'ble Mr. Saiykd 
McAK%AMcni)iN llo^jAiw : But the President has allowed it and admitted 
it.) With all respect for the President, the President is not supposed to 
know the feelings of the members of this House or the feelings outside. 
He might have admitted this resolution on the assumption tliat all sections 
of this House might agree to it. When the matter is brought to the notice 
of the President and when the attention of the President is drawn to the 
hislory of this controversy which has been going on lor several years, 1 
think that this matter should not be further proceeded with. My second 
point is that we cannot really discuss or criticise the conduct ot another 
Provincial Government. It was only the other day, I mean yesterday, that 
honourable members on the Treasury Benches even objected to the reference 
to Bihar and now we are going to criticise the conduct of another autonomous 
Government, the autonomous Government ot Assam. I submit, whether 
it is good, bad or indift'ereut, whether their jmlicy is liked by you or not, 
you cannot here in this House criticise the Assam Government and its way 
of dealing with the internal question ot immigration in that province. Now, 
Sir, every Government everywhere in this world ha\e got their own rules 
about this immigration ijuestiori. They cun allow somehodv to go there and 
settle or if they like they may not allow others to gt) there and settle. Tlie 
question that the'y have got enough lands to spare is iininuterial ami 
irrelevant. It is for that particular Government to decide and settle as to 
how their lands should he utilised. It is certainly meant for the Assamese 
people and it is the Assamese people alone wdio liuve tin* primary right to 
have tliese lands for their own benefit. Simpl^\ because your reply is that 
Assam has got enough lands, it is no reason why you slnnihl go and settle 
there and say “we shall have them because you have lands enough to sj)urt*“. 
That is notluug but an attempt to force one’s sell oi to help one’s- selt to 
other people’s property, ami there is no equit> in it. As Mr. Dus has 
pointed out, if you cun bring in one and a half lakhs ot people ttrnn another 
province and maintuin them at the cost^of Ibrngal’s taxpayers, then why 
not bring those immigrants from Assam because, as >ou say, the immigrants 
are suffering so much in Assam, for which yon art* now shedding e,ro(odih* 
tears F Bring them down here and maintain them at Beugul’vS cost; your 
Government will be willing to pay as much as is necessary. 1 submit that 
this is a matter which is not ivally permissible to be discussed here and 
that the Government of India also, as my friend Mr. Das has already pointeil 
out, has got absolutely no jurisdiction to interfere in the matter. Under 
the Government of India Act these are proviueial inattt*t's and the ('entre 
is not entitled to interfere with the internal administration of any province. 
They <lid not interfere in the matter of stopping the Great Ualcutta Killing, 
nor in the Noakhali business, or in the matter of any other maladminislru- 
tion by the Government of Bengal. I therefore submit that it is an alisnrd 
request to make to the ('entral Government. 

Vm Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Don’t talk of Bihar, 

Hr, Mahalanobish. 

Mn NAQENDilA NATH 4iAHALANMI8H: Tieave aside Bihar, 
indeed, but I do not think you should he m sensitive; 1 know' wdiat you have 
done and are doing 

TiM HMiHlit Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yea, you will get your 
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Hr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBitH I TA, you always have 
tb# last say on the other side. Even considering the motion on its merits 
I toik that this resolution shoiJid not be accepted by the House. 

Mfa KAMINI KUMAR DUTTAs ^Sir, I think that in the discussion of 
this motion unfortunately have introduced a oommunal complexion. 
That should be avoided and without any reference to any cominunai aspect 
this question can be discussed and can be discussed ven* efficiently. Of 
course in the motion itself the expression used is “Bengalee immigrants' \ 
Really, 1 would like to say that there is some confusion of ideas in respect 
of this matter. Jf it is a question of migration, then certainly it would be 
a subject exclusively within the jurisdiction ot the Government of India, 
for that item finds a .place in List I; migration is not a subject for the 
provinces at all. But it is not really a problem of migration at all; if It 
were so then the que.stion would be of gigantic magnitude. It is a ques* 
tion which every province would have to consider very carefully. Suppose 
if some residents of Central Province, which is known to be a not very 
fertile province w’ant lo mfgi'ate to the fertile soil of Bengal, would you 
welcome it^ Cer|ainly not. I sa> even if all those people be Hindus, I, 
as a Bengalee, would say “no”. It is a question of Bengalee and non- 
Bengalee ami you should look at it from that aspect. It was said that 
there is plenty of fallow land in Assam; but, as my friend has just now said, 
there is absolutely no reason why one province would allow migration of the 
people of another province into its own province. Then, Sir, migration is 
a very dift'erent problem. This is a very important problem in the whole 
world. We know how jealous people are to .see that there is no unrestricted 
migration. Tlie history of South Africa, Canada and otiier countrie.s wdiere 
eolouization has been going on shows how people are jealous and how they 
are against migration trom another country to llieir own. People are 
generally agaiii'^t migration from outside. So it is not a problem of migra- 
tion. Here then* should be no (juestion of Himlu lU’ Muslim, there should 
be no question oi eommunitN. It shouhl be the question of common mother 
land. So it is not a ouestion of migration at all from Bengal to Assam and 
it does nttt come witliin the jurisdiction of the Government of India. 1^, 
is a problem ot land dispute between those people who are .said to be enii- 
giants whether the> are settlers or not, whether the\ have a right t(» nuiiain 
.tlu>it> or not, whether the Assam Goveiliment have a light to evict the people 
wh(> elaim in have settled (heie, it is all a problem between the settlers and 
the Assam (ioveriimeiit. I think no political atmosphere ought to be 
eieated and no communal eoloui- ought to be given. VVe do not know how 
mmdi j)ereentag<‘ of these people are Muslims and how much Hindus -there 
ar(< Hiiidu>v aUo. But it i> a case for the A.ssum Government and the ques- 
tion whethei th(‘se ])erson'. .sliuuhl be evicted or retained rests exclusividy 
and eonelusivels witli the Assam Go\ernment. As I told you at the out- 
set —suppose you have a laige tiact of lami here in Bengal Iving fallow and 
if peo]>le from I nit^Ml Province want to (rorne lu‘re ami ^occupy this land 
would voii give them!^ Certuinls you have the right to refuse them and 
you would resist in the same way as the Assam Government is doing. That 
IS exactly the position ot the A.s.sam Government. The Assam Government 
says that it is their Y<>lic.V“it i« their land policy — in governing a province 
they must have a policy and under that policy if they do not want |>tM>ple from 
outside to settle there 1 think we have got nothing to .say. They have got 
a prdicy followed for .settling tlieir surplu.s larnl and they are following tnat 
policy and under that policy they may want to pr^|er the men of their own 
soil — people who require the lanos there. As far as we are able to see from 
the reports published, all the facts are not before the House regarding this 
dispute between the Gowrnment and the socallei immigrants. Then there 
the question of the pastoral lands also. Government have reserved some 
these lands for the purpose of grating. So, it is only a question of the 
application of the land poli^ df the Assam Government. After all the 
belong to the A$sma Government and certainly it is not fair to coerce 
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that adminiMtration lo to give fc^ome portion oi tlieir lands to the people 

who went there from outside. This question is iraught with great danger 
unless it is properly handled. We shouldfnot play with fire. I shouhi 
beseefli inv honoundde Iriend'. opposite and also the (ioverriinent o4 
Bengal to 'considei this policy carefu^y. Thiti«^xaniple of this (iovernment 
may he followed hy tlfe people of hther provinces. Tliey may also come to 
Bengal an<l ^ay that oim^iirovince is rtot fertile and we find there is enough 
of tortile lands in Ilengai, so we like to stay and settle here. I submit, 
Sir, it is not really a question of immigration at all. Migration from one 
province to another rests exclusively with the (iovernment of India. It is 
a domestic problem between the Gtnernmeut of Assam the people who 
clailn to have got some lands there. I*(’4s more a question as to the applica- 
tion of the land settlement policy of the Assam (iofernment and I would 
warn that we should not introduce any other aspect— whether it should be 
provincial or private, wdietlier it should be on a all-India basis or inter- 
provincial. The (|ueHtioii of on<* community or asioth6^ should not be 
allowed to come in here. We should nnt in induce .communal questions in 
all matters. We have had enough of it. We should npt forget our own 
province. We should not forget that Bengal is our mothiff land. Bengal is 
iny own province. Of cour.se the interests of tlie Ifengalees are to be sate- 
guardeil but at the same time wi* shoubl see that first cd all^tbe interest of 
the ])rovince is safeguardeil. The other provinces have tjieir own considera- 
tion, They liave first to protect and safeguard the interests of the sons of 
their own soil and certainly v'c cannot force our, ^jiopulation into tin* 
lioundaries of another jirovlnce. Simple because theV liavc .surplus lands 
is no ground that wt* shall (daim sfum* portion ot that. In coming to a deci- 
sion on tliis (jueslion, I would a])pcal to tlic memhers of this IIousc to banish 
Itiu* question of a particular community. Do not sirctcli this ([uestion of 
one community too much. It will bring danger. The F ranken^t.-!’! Umt 
you will be creating wdll kill you one day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Drder. order. The _^Hoiise stands 
adjourned till p.m. on Tuesday, the 11th F(d)niary. I'.Mi. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-lo p.m. on Tuesday, the llj^h kebiuaiv, 

1947. 
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The following members wer# absent from the meeting held on tiie 7th 
J'ebruary, 1947 t 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourii, 

(2) EJian Bahadur Syed Ab^lur Rashid Cho^ihury, 

(3) Ehan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azisul Haque, 

(5) Mr. Mufgturam Jaipuria, 

(6) Alhadj Khai^ Bahadur ShAttih iSuhammad Jan^^r 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(9) Mr. Syed^ Abdel Mazid, 

(10) Mr. Cleol'ge Morgan, C.I.E., 

(111 Mr. T. Nimmo, 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, and 

(13) Mr. Satisl#^ Chandra Sen. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 
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> First Session IS47— No.'4. 
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The Cofncil met in the Le^nslutive Chamber of the Le^giHlative Build* 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday the 11th February 1947 at 2-lo p.m. being the 
fourth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to sei^tion 92 (-2) (a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. ^ 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phasau Sinoh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the (‘hair. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT • Yes, Mr.'Lalit Chandra Das, « 

Mr. LALIT QHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you permit me to speak tlWl^h 
the microphone.^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Preside Mit, Sir, I be# to move 
that thi.^ Council do adjourn its business to discuss a dufiiiite matter of 
urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the serious 
situation arising out ot the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi 
charge by the police on the peaceful and unarmed students demonstration ou 
\irt’.\tnn Day and the 21st January, last, in front of the Senate House 
Calcutta Cnivc'rsity ((‘ollege Stjuare, (abuitta) resulting in one student 
killed and 200 others injured, of whom 21 received Imilet wounds, includ- 
inji some hidy ilitudents also. 

Sir, the other da\ the Ilon'ble Chief Mini.tter said in this House that 
Government business was being impede*! because of tliese Motions and 
Resolutions. Sir, it is amazing that this complaint caiue from the Minister 
wbr> is also in charge of and is respon.sible for the maintenan^^e of law and 
order and peacp ami tranquillity not only in the city of Calcutta but also 
the province and whenever there is a failure o{ the proper 
maintenance of law and order it is the duty ol the legislators to draw atten- 
ti«m ot the House to such a state of aflairs and because tlie macliin^fy of 
law hnd order fails too often we have i>lten times to bring in such motions 
lor discussjf)!! and if this eiitail.H any delay in the transaction of Govern* 
nieut business the responisibility for this lies on the head of the administra* 
tion. « 

Sir, about a week- prior to tlie 21st January last, 2l8t January was 
declared )|i Calcutta as “Viet-Nam Day” for expression of sympathy by the 
^udeuts ^ith the people of Viet-Nam in their heroic struggle against the 
French jingoes, struggling for freedom ami for jirotection and presert'atio* 
^ their Republic, ihis the police knew, very well. Sir, for one Colonial 
People struggling for freedom, it is but natu^l that all colonial people* 
of all other countries Wt^uld be sympathetic an<l hold demonstrations for the 
purpose of expressing their^sympathy. There was milling criminal or 
^oimuunaj about it, and itldferf, a very Itrong continent of Muslim student* 
joined with o^er students ^n the demonstration that day. The police, the 
^nts oi British impenaUemt scented danger they marched from Lai 
“aayr in kolM 'phalanx airbed with all sorts of weapon* to meet a liody of 
R tborottgbly unarm#d in College Square where in front of the Senate 

g tJmveraiiy lawn, a ipeeting and a demonatration waa to be held. 
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Sir, why did the police come in such grwi force? The answer would 
be, for the purpose of preventing the violation of the order under section 
144, Criminal Procedure Code. This order, Sir, was passed so far back as 
on the 18th August last by the Commis^Cner of Police at the instance of 
the Provincial Government for the purpose of preventing and checking 
communal disturbances which broke out on the IGth^August last as a result 

the Direct- Action-Day policy of the Muslim League party. The curfew 
was a Iso ’enforced. But the cUrfew order was w’ithdrawn long ago with the 
cessation of communal disturbances. Why was the order of section 144 not 
withdrawn along with it? The reasons for enforcing curfew are exactly 
the same as those for section 144. But quite inconsistently, in spite of 
protest, spite of clamorous demand of the public section 144 was not 
withdrawn — thus suppressing the civil liberties of the people, the citizens' 
right of freedom of speech and freedom of association and freedom of hold- 
ing meetings. Even then the order promulgated by the Commissioner of 
Pmice was only for preventing and putting a stop to further occurrence 
of rioting, arson and looting and could not be applied to a procession of 
both Hindu and Muslim students who were out, hand in hand, on the city 
streets on the Viet Nam-Day. Sir, that day the people of all communities 
irrespective of caste, creed and different political views, were peacefully 
proceeding to join the meeting and there was no apprehension of rioting, 
arson or looting for prevention of which only, tlie order urfder section 144. 
Criminal Procedure Code, was passe<l. In this view, the students going 
in jirocession to hold a meeting cannot be said to have violated the older. 

Sir, let us look at the question from another stand point. It had been 
seen that on important occasions, such as, the Id prsyer day and the idol 
immersion procession day, the police of their own accord suspended the 
operation of section 144, although on those occasions the chances of 
communal clash were not remote. 1 ask, why at least on the 2lst January 
last, when there was absolutely no chance of communal clash when in tact 
the Muslims fraternised with the Hindus the order under section 144, 
Criminal Procedure Code, was not suspended to allow the students to hold 
their demonstration peacefully? Is it that the defended of British 
Imperialism in sympathy with the French Imperialists had suddenly bedome 
afraid of Hindu-Muslim unity and were determined to crush the .Students 
for having dared symimthise with the freedom loving people of liulo-China? 
Sir, even if it is held that there was the technical violation of the order, 
the force used by the police was beyond all proportion, harshly excessive. In 
fact, Sir, the jiolice that day made a hurbarous exhibition thejl* brutal 
sltrengtb. Sir, they used tear gas, freely applied the regulation dfethis. 
turned the hose pipe on the crowd before the Senate House and finally 
discharged several rounds of ammunition from their guns with no qualms of 
conscience in iloing so, resulting in at least deaths of two students, one 
having died instantaneously and the other subsequently in the Medical 
College Hospital and also resulting in infliction of injuries on at least 200 
people, twenty-one of whom received bullet wounds. In the Ittack some 
lady students also suffered. Sir, the police behaved with equal ferocity 
when they stopped the students’ procession at Dharaintulla in iSovembar 
1045 demonstrating for the release of l.N.A. heroes. Sir, they urge 
l^essity as their plea, Necessity. Sir, is the tyrants’ plea. Sir, we ask 
where was our Chief Minister 4hat our during whose regime so many tragic 
incidents had taken place in almost clock work regularity at short intervals. 
Sir, we ask where was our Home Minister on the 2l8t Januarj* last? Was 
he in the (\)ntrol liiem of Lai Bazar thana to control the activities of the 
piolioie that day as he was^here on the ItUh Au^tst last when communal 
Hots broke out and contioued for full four days# He surelyjtnew before- 
hand that a students procession would converge in the Collegeoquare on the 
Viet-Nain Day, Was it not his duty to warn the police to bebive prowrly 
having known earlier exhibitions of t^ir improj^ conduct towards skaaei^ 
and naj^onalistsP Were the Moslem Leaguers in seoret sympathy the 
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Britift Imperialist P Far, let it be said here and now that it is common 
tnoiliirige every British Imperialist is supporter of the Muslim League 
and/#irery Moslem Leaguer is a supporter of British Imperialism, Or how 
else can you explain the masterly inactivity of the rolifte day before 
yesterday when thousands of Muslim Leaguers broke Section 144, Criminal 
Procedure Code order ^nd marching through the streets gathered before 
the Muslim Institute and in presence of Oie police shouted themselvbs 
hoarse, one section crying “Suhrawardy Ziudabad^' and the other crying 
*‘Sher-E-Bengal Faslul Huq”. Sir, clearly enough the poUoe the Agents 
of British Imperialism have one Code for the Muslim League and another 

for the nationally minded We ask again where was Mr. Suhrawardy 

on the 21st January last and what steps did he adopt to prevent the tragic 
occurrence — this bloodbath on Calcutta streets? For full four days tiie 
police on and from Ihth August were a milk of human kindness to rioters, 
looters and murderers and very sparingly used their weapons. Their 
conduct then must have pleased their Imperialist masters as their conduct 
on this occasion 4 ilso would gladden them. 


Sir, I do not loose sight of the fact that for that day’s business and 
official communique was issued in which various acts of hooliganism are 
alleged to have been committed by the student demonstrators to fasten the 
bliune on the students to justify the police action. Sir, it is easy to make 
allegations. How could the (Government be sure that it were the students 
who threw stones and not tlie ritlrufFs of the town who usually gather on 
such occasions to carry on their nefarious trade. Agents provocateurs who 
always concentrate their activities in big gatherings could very well manage 
affairs so as to })rovoke the ])olice to action. But the fact remains, tne 
students both Hindus and Moslems came in their thousands absolutely 
without any sort of arms with the intention solely to demonstrate their 
sympathy for the annamites in their trouble and not to defy the Govern- 
ment order nor to provoke the police nor to do rioting, looting or anything 
of the sort. Sir, if the police would have shown a hundredth part of their 
teecli on the Kith August as thes did on the 21st January last and used 
some bullets judiciously, then we would not have had to witness the great 
Calcutta killing which has disgraced the fair name of Bengal and of the 
Government. Sir, I repeat, I am not unmindful of the fact that a 
Communique was issued hy the G(»vernment on the day's happenings. Sir, 
in til is communique Government remained surprisingly silent alami the 
firing. Why? Did the conscience of the Government get pricked? Did 
the GoKerumdnt realise that the firing was unjustified and so remained 
sileni? Sir, ^tliis great omission proves if any proof were needed, proves 
beyond any doubt that the police were in the wrong. 

Sir, with tliese words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved that this Council 
do adjourn* its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, and of decent occurrence, namely, the serious situation arising 
•wt of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi-charge by the 
^lice on the [>eaceful and unarmed students demonstration on Tiei-Nam 
Day, the 21st January last, in front of the Senate House, Calcutta Uni versify 
(College Square, Calcutta), resulting in onef student killed and 200 others 
injure<l of whom 21 received bullet wounds, isicluding some lady students 
also. 


Mr. HARIDAi MAZUMDAR: In supporting the motion, Sir, I like to 
point out tnat Sir, Viet-j^am Demon straijon is nothing but an expression 
of that desirt of the students which wants to make their cxiuntry free from 
(be firm g®p of imperialism. 


Iwerialism, French ar English, tastes the same bitter stuff. Tbit 
^tural outburst of the inner ieeling of the students should have hem 
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appreciated rather than suppressed. May I enquire why firing was not 
resorted to when the League or Muslim students were ciying Muslim 
League slogans and various forms of Murdabad and Jindabad in and around 
the Assembly f’hurnber for days? Why this invidious distinction and 
treatment ? 

As to the Commissioner of Police whom I shall iot call coward, may 1 
enquire, why he when bothered or bored by the Premier in the control room 
etood inactive when section 144 was set at naught by these students. 
Firing on Hindu crowd or students has become very easy matter. Hindu 
youths without any leader in Bengal are really objects of pity in this doomed 
province. This calls for a Hindu revolt against the intolerable oppression 
by the League Ministry and its underlyings and slaves. 

May I enquire why Calcutta having 80 per cent. non-Muslim population 
should groan under a “Calcutta killing’’ atmosphere created by the League 
misrule and communal police control? Why of all things Hindu majority 
portion of Bengal should be steamrolled by an unreasonable, irrational 
fanatical section of the League Ministry and League conspiracy. Leaders 
are selling Bengal to the Muslim Leaguers at a price and consideration 
which even ten years back these very students could not dream. 

Sir, I do not like to go into the merits of these demonstrations except 
what I have already stated; hut good, bad or indifferent whatever might 
be the motive of these students, firing on unarmed students cannot be 
supported. The Ministry have failed to maintain law and order in the 
country, only students of Calcutta pay the penalty for the misrule of the 
League f’ahinet. The> must go out and make room for a Coalition an 
honest (’oalition (/uhinet failing which let there ))e a }>artiti()n of Bengal 
where Hindus may teel .secure and safe and maintain a true halancc tor the 
East Bengal. With these words, 1 support the motion of my honourable 
friend Mr. Lai it (’handra Das. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Mr. President, Sir, I 
l)eg to support this motion. I will not raise any communal (juestion in 
discussing the motion before us. It is umlisputed that the student.s' 
procession was a procession of student.s of all classes and communities. 
There were Hindus, Muslims and other communities representeil and their 
object was actually to make a demonstration for the jiurpose ot showing 
sympathy with the Viet Nainese people who were going to be deprived or 
rather rohhed of their independence by the French Imperialists. VV^hether 
that was right or that was wrong or that was projier or improper, it is not 
for us to consider here just now. The (question before the House is how 
far the (iovernmeut or the Police weie justified in interfering with the 
students and ultimately firing upon them and killing some f>f them. There 
was. I understand, absolutely no disturbance by these students before the 
police interfered. There was going to be held a meeting in their college 
premises and students from various parts of the city were converging to 
that place of their meeting and I understand that the police started interfer- 
ence from various (juarters and the students were held up at different 
places. There were ladies, there were girl students, thre were young boyS 
and almost all of them were practically in their teens. They were not 
armed; they had no intention to violate any 144 proceedings or any order 
of the Government. They were not making any Uemonstration against the 
144 order. That order has been in force in (’alcutta from August last apd 
nobody could have even dreamt that the Government or the Police in Cal- 
cutta could have thought that the.'^e young students were actually violating 
the ortler under section 144 4»ecause it was not their object; their object was 
iiot illegal and even if you ^strictly interpret the law they were not members 
of an unlawful assembly. If you read section 141 of the Indian Code 
you will find that the object of an assembly must be to do some mischief, some 
offence of criminal trespass or other offence or to break the law. Now 
hare, if, technically you can charge them with anything, you can charge 
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them with violation of the order under section 144. Now 144 was promul- 
gated not to prevent the assembly of students or other innocent assembly 
5ut it was primarily for the purpose of preventing any riot or communal 
clash or people armed with lethal weapons or other weapons so that there 
might be a breach of the peace. That being the object of order under sec- 
tion 144 what were these students doing; what were their objects! The 
Government knew it ; the Police knew it that their object was very innocent. 
Perhaps they wanted to make a demonstration before the French Consulate 
and to hold a meeting and pass resolutions sympathising with the lot of the 
Viet Namese. Now, Sir, if that were the object how could anybody possibly 
imagine that it was an unlawful assembly; how could the police take it into 
their heads that this procession ought to be stopped. If you see that there 
was a technical breach of the 144 order which I certainly dispute, 1 submit* 
that even then the police were not justified in starting tear-gassing them, 
/nMi-charging them and ultimately shooting them. There is no law which 
would authorise any government to do that. If they violated the 144 
order, well, the police were j)erfectly entitled to arrest them, to take them 
to prison, to take them away but what authority had they to tear-gas them, 
/n/^i-charge them and shoot them? 1 would like to know what authority 
there was and J hope that we shall be enlightened by the able advocates of 

the other side. You may go on arre.sting them if you cannot arrest them 

then you can do nothing with them. You should have a summons issued 
through the Magistrate and try them according to law. That obviously 
was the proper procedure to ado]»t. But how could you let loose the police 
gooiidas who were absolutely <loing nothing iluring the August riots and 
were standing as statues in street corners when hundreds and thousands of 
people were being killed in broad daylight in their presence and the police 

il tltey did anything, the^ were taking jiart in footing. Tips is your 

(aleutta police and your Calruttsi Police on this particular occa- 
sion took it into their head to interfere with this peaceful 

procession of students and then started shooting. The theory 

of brick-batting is there and that theory as ahso that of sodaw’ater 

hottle hurling is always handy to them and they could alw'ays say that their 
lives were at stake. Tliey would reply that the procession was likely to 
injure them and their lives would be at stake and that is w’hy they were 
forced to resort to firing. I submit that these sorts of excuses might be 
invented bv anybody and that is why they lost their head. The police could 
and should have only watched, hut there w'ere some among the policemen 
who 1 believe had a brainwave and thought that their inaction in August 
194G might be made good on this occasion. I submit and I may cite a 
recent case when hundreds and thousands of Muslim leaguers went in 
procession in Calcutta and they were left untouched. 1 do not at all raise 
this question to say tliut there was partiality, I rather say that tliat was 
the correct attitude for the police to take. Section 144 order was surely 
not imposed to prevent peaceful procession of students and other innocent 
people but to prevent second riot in August last. 1 therefore condemn the 
action of the Government and of the police and I commend the motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Rei Bahadur JOCENORA CHANDRA ROY: Mr. President, Sir, I 
would have been very glad if I could liave somehow spared myself this 
painful nece.Hsity of uttering some unpalatable truths. But the occurrence 
under discussion i.s so disgraceful and inhuman the entire episwle is so 
marked with* mediaeval barbarity that I shall be guilty to my electorate 
and false to my conscience and my Maker if I do not expressly anj frankly 
condemn the (government that have stopped down so low* as to fire upon a 
^dy of uiianned students of my country, sjiecially when that Government 
Jmust of their being a “National Government.” The Government may say 
*‘we have imposed restrictions ^n civil liberty under section 144, Criminal 
Ir^^dure CVsle, for the gowl of the country. ^ They have violated this law 
hence u their punishment*. May I ask* the Hon^ble Home Minister 
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to oearoh his own conscience lo find an honourable justification for what 
has been done in the present case for the so called maintenance of law and 
order? Is it not strange that the police which had displayed such masterly 
inactivity during the “Great Calcutta Killing” shouldf now be Wbbling 
with activity and be so eager to demonstrate their powers against unarmed 
youthful students. That shameful tragedy of the 16th August would 
never have disgraced Bengal’s history if the keepers of law' and order had 
been half so alert and active as they were on the 2l8t January. And though 
the Government in a press note has cooked up all sorts of slander against 
the students, it curiously does not mention police firing. That there was 
firing on the unarmed students was revealed from the reports of the 
hospitals; Why then this foolish attempt to suppress the truth 

On many occasions in the past w’e have seen that the police as an agent 
of British Imperialism had netted more brutally and the hell of repression 
had been let loose on the unarmed and non-violent people of our country. 
In my opinion the situation could have been saved by mere tactful handling 
as it was handled in the southern part of the citv to disperse the students. 
But in this case the over-zealous activity of some police officers led to this 
unhappy tragedy. The police barbaritie.s there were uncalled-for and 
unjustified. The students of Calcutta assembled before the Senate House 
to denounce the French Imperialism. No act of violence was contemplated 
as they were completely unarmed. Had the process! on i.sts been allowed 
a free passage I think no harm would have been done to anybody. For 
tragic incident of the 21st Police are wdiolly to he blamed. They display- 
ed force in a most disgraceful fashion. Besides using tear gas there was 
lathi charge and firing. There is some relief that military w^as not called 
out to disperse these non-violent students. 

On this day the students were ol)servinp[ Viet Nam Day peacefully and 
non-violently and still the police used Uuhts missiles and tear ga.s on them 
and peaceful citizens. We did not expect such Fascist behaviour from the 
Government that claims to be National and 1 further think it an act of 
shame and regret and everybody wdll condemn and ha.s condemned such 
barbarous acts. 

In conclusion I pay my humble re.spect to the memory of student martyrs 
Dhiraranjan and others and demand compensation from the Government for 
those who are <iead and wounded and we further demand unconditional 
release of those .students and citizens who are prisoners or against whom 
charges are pending, and we also request the Government that they with- 
draw* the section 144 forthwith. But may w*e not also fervently expect from 
this National Government of ours that such mediaeval barbarities will no 
more mar the sacred land of ours at least so long as they are at the helm 
of affairs in this province. Let this dawn tinged with red colour of blood- 
shed be the dawn that is brightened with the red hue of anew era of happi- 
ness and glory to our motherland. 

Mr. C. MORGANS Mr. President, Sir, 1 am afraid, we cannot support 
this adjournment motion. The thing is rather ill-advised because the 
whole point is that law and order had to be maintained. As to how it was 
maintained on that occasion and as to why firing and lathi charges were 
resorted to I hope the Chief Minister will be able to explain. My hon’ble 
friend Mr. Mahalanobish said that there was no disturbance; I was not 
there and I cannot corroborate that. It seems to me that the inference ia 
that the police fired on djiiet, innocent and law-abiding students. 

I cannot believe that. I think the Chief Minister will explain the position- 
We all know that section 144 is in force and it was the duty of Goveniment 
and their executives to see that law and order is mamiained and if they 
do not do that how law and order is going to be maintained and what 
going to happen 

Mr. MAQINIIRA NATif MANALANORISHt Calcutta killing. 
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Mr. C. MORGAN : Possibly. If they do not maintain law and order 
the ocmntry simply crashes, every one will run amok. It must be remember- 
ed that however misguided they mav be the fact remains that they will be 
the future rulers of the country and if thev are going to suspend law and 
order in this way we do not know what will be the reaction of that. But 
I say that the shooting and lathi charges will have to be explained by the 
(’hief Minister. Some said tliere was no disturbances, some said that* they 
were all completely unarmed and the police fired on innocent people. But 
poiire do not fire on innocent people so far as I know. 1 hope the €hief 
Minister will explain as to w'hy firing was resorted to. Regarding my 
friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar’s point about Partition, though it is a 
communal matter, still it interests me. For in 1908 when East Bengal and 
Assam was a separate province, I was a member in the first Legislative 
Council. When in Delhi we were told that w’e may have to go to Bengal. 
There to our astonishment in 1911 we were told to come back to Bengal. 
So, at that time there was an agitation against Partition and this agitation 
w'as carried on by the Hindus. Now, they want Partition ! (Mr. HaridaS 
Mazcmdar : Because circumstances have tdianged. You were then an 
young man and now* you are an old man). Therefore, Sir, I think we 
should support the Ministry' in the execution of law and order. No doubt 
{the ('hief Minister will explain to us why the particular firing episode took 
place — were the people innocent or were they creating disturbance whether 
thev w’ere violent and braking law or non-violent. 

Mr, BUOY 8INGH NAHAR: Mr. President, Sir, w’o all know that a 
very strong current is flowing throughout the whole world against 
imperialism, to kill imperialism of any sort. We in India, I am sure, all 
parties agree to drive out imperialism. We are in sympathy w’ith any 
people who are fighting against imperialism of any sort. What happened 
on the 21st January, the studeifts of Calcutta — all sorts of students Hindus, 
Muslinns of all colleges — decided to observe Viet Nam Day in sympathy with 
the struggle of the Viet Naim^se people — to figiit against the French 
imperiali.sm. They did nothing to break law. They w'anted to hold meet- 
ing in the Calcutta Cniversity compound. You will find. Sir, from the 
papers that notices w'ere issued from different student organisations that 
{they w’anted to hold meeting only, and the holding of meeting is not illegal 
nor has it been banned in this province. But what happened actually P 
Students came out of the schools and colleges and proceeded towards the 
Cniversity. There Mas no procession so to say. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
ScHRAWARDY : Hum.) There is no question of “Hum, hum” by the Chief 
Mini.ster. The students were coining out to hold a meeting — that is all. 
The police were too vigilant, as will he found that at about 9 a.m. long 
before the time of the meeting hundreds of police w'ere present before the 
Cniversity in (’ollege Street, as if something was going to happen there. 
When the student.s were coming out in the streets they were disturbed by 
ilie police, they were checked by the police near Hati Began in the beginning 
and next near the College Square. Wliut happened afterwards we all 
know*. There was no question of breaking the law. I can say that various 
other meetings of the students were being held in the University compound 
previously but the police never interefered and so no trouble arose. It is 
the police that ihtereferes and creates all sorts of troubles and they indulge 
in this blood bath on the streets of Calcutta. I can cite one or two instances 
to show that the police were over-vigilant. We have read the news and 
comments in the newspapers but the Government or the police never 
contradicted them. Sir, the beiis of the Medical College Hospital were 
vacated to some extent on the previous night in the expectation that name* 
thing would happen. Why this anticipation before? The Police Chief. 
I wifi not say that be was wrong, because unfortunately for us there is still 
R European as the bead of the folioe Chief in the city of Calcutta. Certainly 
™ Bwoueans who are with the British Iroperialism keie today thejr nre out 
^ kill all so!rts of agitation against any sort of imperiidiim and they want 
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Iinperialifim to be here. But it is most unfortunate, Sir, that our Ministers 
and our Government are siding witli tliis sort of thing. Sir, we never 
expected that the Minister in charge of Law and Order would indulge in 
this sort of thing ami would allow the police to do these things that the 
victims being the students be wounded, to be killed in this way. .Sir, this 
is most deplorable and when «uch sad scenes were enacted now and before, 
the Ministers sat tight in their homes; they did not do anything; they did 
not act; they failed. Sir, in thi.s debate at an earlier stage one question 
has been raised that this is a communal issue. Sir, I can say there wa.** 
no communal issue altogether in this. (Mr. Hamidul Hrq Ghowdhury: 
Who raised that?). Our friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar raised this thing 
but I can clearly say that both Hindus and Muslims, all sorts of students 
were tliere. The Hindu and Muslim students also were wounded and they 
were admitted into the hospitals and therefore there was no question of 
communal ism in if. The only object of the students was to show their 
sympathy in a fight, in a struggle between the people of Viet Nam against 
an Imperialism ami the Government of Bengal today wliich claims to be a 
popular Government, the same League Government today also wants to kill 
the spirit of fight against Imperialism. That is most unwanted ami 
regrettable. Sir, with tliese word.s I again ask our (fovernirient ami 

Ministers, specially tlie Minister in charge ot Law and Order, to .see that 
no further incidents like this do happen. Let the students and let tlu* 

public go on in peace so that unwarranted and mi])rovoked police exces-ses 
as firing, lathi charging ami tear-gassing do not lja})pen on the streets of 
Givlcutta like this henceforth. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr President. Sir. 1 would 
like to say at the outset that no one deplores this incident more than 1 do 
or the Government does and it is a matter of great regret that the jadicc 
had to resort to (soercive action on that da^. Led us, Sir, however, not 
confuse the issues. This was no outburst ol any imperialist sympathi«‘s h\ 
the European Gomini.ssioner of Police. It had nothing to do with Imperia- 
lism at all. As a mutter of fact, i*n one occasion the (’ommissionei of 

Police even told the students that he was prepareel to allow them to go to 

Park Street ami demonstrate if they wislied to do so ou^^ide the French 
Consulate provided that they did not go in a ]>rocession and this was refused. 
The students insisted on going out in a nroeession. Take the other issue 
also whicii lias been falsely raised, namely, the necessity or otherwise of 
section 144 in the city of ralcutta. Uegarding that if the issue comes to 
the fore 1 would be prepared to .seek your vote on that issue and I am sure 
that all responsible people will .support me in the policy that it is not yet 
time to remove section 144. It is wrong to say that section 144 has been 
placed there f(»r the nurpose of curbing civil liberties. Well, that may be 
applicable to some other places and some other provinces but not in a place 
where the memory of the late carnage is still with us and when its effects 
are still being felt by us. Is there anybody who can deny that things have 
not yet returned to the nonnal, that people are still in a state of panic? 
Are the Muslims in a position now’ to go back to Hindu localities? Have 
the Hindus come back and entered the premises which they bad vacated in 
the Muslim localities? Vp to now they are still far apart and do not tru.st 
each other and in this atmosphere 1 think it would be dangerous to relax 
section 144. 

On the 21st January some students misled by some designing people 
came out with the intention of holding a meeting in the rniversity lawn 
and then marching in procl?J»siou to Park Street, There is no objeoiion 
whataoever to allowing the holding of meetings in the University lawn; 
nobody has ever attemptetl to obstruct them here. They can bold an}^ 
number of meetings there. But if they are out with the intention of violat- 
ing section 144 and say that we will march in process whaU*ver happens 
bemuse they want the ban to l)e removed, then 1 am afraid that Govern- 
mont cannot take it lying dow n. As I have said, these unfortunate students 
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were ^ere taking the chestnuts out of the fire for other people 

behind. There was no responsible organisation that encountgen file 
students taking this up. There was no responsible organisation which 
encouraged the students to defy section 144 or to come out in n procession^ 
and as a matter of fact tlie more responsible organisations disapproved 
subsequently of their action. I therefore sympathise with tlie students all 
the more that they should have been made pawns of by persons with 
ulterior motives and not even for a high political ideal. 

Now, Sir, I may place before you some of the incidents which took 
place and which will show to you that it is entirely incorrect to say that' 
the students were unarmed or that there was no violence committed by 
them that day. Some members have said that they were “tlmroughly 
unarmed”. J will show you, Sir, that it was certainly not the police that 
hurled acid bottles upon themselves, or hrickbatted themselves or hud their 
faces hashed, their feet gashed open or thrown into the tank or had their 
motor cars burnt. These incidents took place and still there are honour- 
able members who come and say in tliis House that there was no violence. 
(Mr. liALiT Chandka Das: Did \ou hold an inquiry?) Hut 1 have look- 
ed through the reports. Not only have I read through the reports hut 1 
have come across several people, several impartial witnesses of the 
occurrences on that day, who hold that the jiolice acted wdth a great deal 
ot discretion and coiinuetidable restraint. I endorse that vii*w and 1 had 
hoped, indeed I had lojped, that fur from moving this motion to attack 
Government and the Police they shoultl have received your co-operation in 
the maintenance of order and peace. I assure you that the Government is 
determined to maintain order and peace. I will not have any more repeti- 
tion of the murders, loot, riots, arson and carnage which we have seen in 
recent times and this can only be done if instead of cfitising the Govern- 
ment in the manner you arqidoing, all of you come forward— -which you 
are morally bound to do — ann support the Government in their endeavour. 

Now, Sir, if I fook Mr, Ilaridas Maxumdar seriously, if 1 thougiit that 
he had u following, if 1 thought that he w'^as in a nosition tc> create public 
opinion or to induce people to follow him, I might have liad to take certain 
steps when he calls upon Hindus to revolt against Muslims 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR. Not against Muslims but against the 
Ministry and its imperialism. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I wish he Htopi>ed such 
talks. I wish to assure hon’ble members here that w’c an* not living in 
the days of the past. Today we are passing through very serious times 
and it behoves of all men of goodwill to moderate their language so that 
the tension is relaxed as much as possible. We are certainly doing our 
best in this direction. 

I may now plane before you some of the facts relating to the incidents 
on that day. I may say that at least 18 police officers were injured on the 
occasion. The police persuaded the students procession of about oO to 
disperse w^ho were coming from Mirzapore Street towards Senate House 
and the University and a large number of students of that type were 
as^mhied inside the University lawn. No one objected to that. The only 
objection was to the passing in procession. They refused to disperse and 
fomied in a procession and thereafter they came out to the C’oIIege Street 
shouting slogans. There was another prwessiob of about 500 students 
coming down College Street. This proCAwion was joined by the students 
o^f the University lawm in front of the Hare School and fW Presidency 
College. The students refused to dispt»rse and sat on tJie ground. This 
followed by showers of brickbats coming from various points from the 
compounds of Hare School, Presidency (-oriege and the Senate. It ia 
ggret table that the students "utilised tW sacr^ precincts of the Senate 
Mnnee and |he University for the purpose of throwing brickbats on ih# 
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police as a result of which several officers, including the Deputy Conunis* 
eioner, North, were injured. Then a procession of about 1,(KK) students 
headed by 2o girls arrived and squatted on the road in front of the 
Presidency College. Here I must deplore the bringing of these young 
ladies in all such dangerous demonstrations. They made the position very 
difficult. These young ladies should not have been brought out 

lift LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Look at Lahore and Punjab. 

Tha Hon’bia Mfi H. 8UHRAWARDY: Their position is quite 
different from Bengal. Here you are bringing out j'oung girls in their 
teens whom you are exploiting for creating difficulty. Here you are 
exploiting the ladies. In the case of Lahore and in other places they are 
mature ladies who understands, they understand what they are doing. 
Here they are little girl students who are being pushed forward every time 
by brave men who are behind them. 

Now, Sir, these students refused to be dispersed and 18 arrests were 
made and there was a lathi charge after the girls were removed from the 
procession. Then the Commissioner of Police arrived there and took 
charge. He contacted .some of the leaders and arranged that the student.s 
should come down the road and enter the I'niversity compound for the 
purpose of holding their meeting. He made it quite clear to them that the 
students will not be allowed to take out u procession. The leaders were 
unable to control the mob and the students squatted there. Then the Com- 
missioner of Police had no other alternative but to use tear .smoke. At 
l-5r]i p.m. or near about 2 p.m. 1 sergeant and about H) or 12 Inspectors 
dispersed the students when soda water bottles were hurled on them and 
when they charged brickbats were showered on them. It was at this 
period that the sergeant fired two rounds from his revolver which dispersed 
the crow'd and there was no visible casualty* Again there were showers of 
brickbats and again one more round had to be fired. Then bottles contain- 
ing acids were throwm on the police. While attempting to approach the 
University compound the Officer-in-charge of the Hare Street and 1 sergeant 
were heavily brickbatted and the latter was struck in the face with a Imicjc 
M a result of which his face was bushed and he fell down unconscious and 
in order to extricate him the Officer-in-charge fired 2 rounds. Then 
oountry-made bombs and crackers were thrown on the police not onlv from 
the University buildings but from the South East corner of College 

Square (Mr, Lamt CiiaM)ha D.is: How many police have been 

injured At about 2-30 p.m. the Uommissioner of Police sent for the 
police force which liad been detailed in Wellington Square as it was expect- 
ed that procession of students from (ollege Square w'ould meet the tramway 
workers at Wellington Square. The Wellington Square was therefore 
properly guarded by the police and that meeting of the tramway workers 
did not materialise. However, Sir, the two sepoys who were being heavily 
l>rickbBtt.ed fired f> rounds in self defence. A European gentleman was 
passing in a car. What happened then P The car was dragged inside 
jfiriapore Street and set on fire. At 3-30 p.m. Mr. Niharendu Dutta- 
MMumdnr, m.l.a., arrived on the scene and went inside the University 
buildings and of course one does not know what took place there. At 
^ p.m. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose arrived there and he spoke to the students. 

Mr* BUOY BINCH NAHAR: May I know how many police were 
injured P 

TiMI HonHlIa Mr* H* 8«^'*SUHRAWARDYs 18 police received injuries 
•nd were treated. 

Mr. BUOY BINCH NAHAR; How many of them were admitted into 
the Medical College P 

TIM Mr. N. i. BUNRAWARDY: I do not know. Now, Btr. 

that time an attempt was made to snatch away a gun from a sepoy mro 
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then Iwmbs were thrown on the police. They were not small or ordinary 
bombs without any force of violence. This was followed by severe showers 
of brickbats from the University compound. This was follower! by a severe 
showering of brickbats from the University compound whereupon the police 
party opened fire with their revolvers, the two sepoys with their rifles. 
Fourteen persons suffering from bullet wounds had been admitted. This 
took place on the road. In the south there was equally a repetition. 
Brickbats were thrown on the police wounding them and whenever they 
came back (this is a very long report) they were followed by brickbats. 
And similarly also girls were utilivsed as the spearhead of this violence. 
The core of this trouble was that a batch of persoius sniiatted on the i*oad 
including 15 to 20 girls. (Mr. Laut Chandra D.vs: What about Lahore?) 
My friend is always talking about Laliore. He ought to realise the 
difference. The ladies there go separately and get arrested. The men do 
not go behind them, as is the case here, skulking. The ladies there go 
separately and court arrests. It is not that the men go behind the ladies 
and push them forward. So don’t go on talking about it. It does not 
redound to your credit (Mr. Lalit (’uandra D.\s: I know it is going 
home. ) As soon as the procession with small girls in the front rank was 
stopped the men sat behind them on the road squatting. Then brickhuts 
became particularly vicious and stnall boys apart from ladies now small boys 
are being utilised for the purpose. Small hoys between the ages (»f 10 and 15 
were the cliief culprits. Several at various times advanced to w'itbin 4/5 
yards of the Deputy Commissioner of Police and threw the brickbats several 
of which struck the Deputy Commissioner of Police. Several police officers 
had, by this time, sustained brickbat injuries and so on and so on. It is 
not necessary for me to place before tl^ House all the various incidents 
W'hich took place in other parts of the tow’n. But after this, to say that 
they were an unarmed crowd, that they w'ere non-violent and that the police 
acted without any provocation would be distinctly unfair. I still maintain, 
Sir, that the police acted with oornmendahle restraint and I seek tlie vote 
of this House in their support. 

Mft BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Whose report ore you making; was it 
not a police report? 

The HoiPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A much more reliable report 
than yours. It is the report of those who were on the scene and not the 
report of those who are speaking here and who never w'ent to the place. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Then who were the culprits? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Now about the right of reply of the 
mover of the motion. Since 1 refiused the right of reply to Mr. Muhalaiiohish 
I have looked up the rules and precedents. I find that our rule is silent 
on that point and our precedents are not always very consistent. At one 
stage such right of reply w’as refused. Then at another stage the right of 
reply was allowed. But in the Central Legislative Assembly the right of 
reply has been allowed and also in the Parliament. As our rules are silent 
on this point we have got to follow the rules regarding substantive inotums. 
Anyone who moves a substantive motion has the right of reply. So I think 
henceforth I shall allow the movers of adjournment motions to exercise their 
right of reply and necessarily the Minister in charge who will have to give 
his reply a«second chance of speaking by way of reply. So if the honour- 
able member in this case wants to exercise his right I shall allow him. 

, Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, is it necessary to establish our 
right of reply? 

Mr. PMilOlNTt It is ^o,t a question of establishing your right, 
yill be permitted to exercise your right under the rules goreming 
••Mwitm motioan. 
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Th« HOA’Ille Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYS The rigb't being assumed it 
is not necessary for Mr. Das to speak when be has nothing to say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 sba)] reply to one point. 

Mr. President, Sir, the Hoa^ble Home Minister has said that the tension 
in the city has not yet ceased and that Muslims do not go to the Hindu 
quarters to live in and Hindus do not go to the Muslim quarters for u 
similar purpose. Sir, I do not hold that view. The whole tension has 
really passed away. I believe that at present Hindus are free to go to 
Muslim quarters and Muslims are also free to go to Hindu 
quarters, for the purpose of living, and I may repeat that I do not 
see any tension at all exi.sting between Hindus and Muslims now. That 
I am right and the Hon’ble Home Minister is wrong wdll be apparent troiii 
what he himself has said. For his statement has been to the effect that 
the ('ommissioner of Police himself told the students to go and demonstrate 
before the French Consulate in Park t’irrus. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Sruu.AWAuny : Not in Park Circus, but in Park Street in European 
quarters.) All right, may not be in Park Circus, but Park Street is very 
close to l*ark Circus and the Commissioner knew very well that in reaching 
the French Consulate the students would have to pass many Muslim qiiarlers. 
Therefore I do say that there is not the least api)reliension among the two 
communities or tension between them. For otherwise tlie (ornmissioner 
would not have advised the student demonstrators to go over to the Flench 
(Vmsulate U) Park Street. Then, again, in going over to Park Street to 
demonstrate before the French (Vmsulate the students woulfl have to go 
ill a body and that of course would have looked like a procession; tliat is 
to say, the police wouhl really allo^' them to demonstrate under certain 
conditions only. I do not understand vhy they should have taken that 
view. In fact wdiat took place is that the student demonstrators were not 
only Hindus but Hindus and Muslims together, and, Sir, wliat tor did t!ie> 
come together!^ Tliey came together for the purjiose of ex}>res8ing sympathy 
with the people of lnd(»-China in their struggle for freedom. Theie is 
nothing communal about it, there is notJiing criminal about it, nor is there 
anything [irovooative about it — in this matter of the studnets’ demonstra- 
tion. The Jlritisli Imperialists knew all that and they knew further that 
these students were going, these Hindu and Muslim students were going, 
side by side, hand to baud and heart to heart and that to them spelt danger. 
That 18 why, although the (’hief Minister has as a matter of fact said that 
Imperialism had notliing to do with this, he had referred to it only lielt- 
heartedly; he knew full well that the Hritish Imperialists did not like this 
demonstration of Hindu and Muslim students in expressing sympathy for 
Indo-(’hina's struggle for her liberation for a country inhabited by colonial 
peoples, J say, therefore, that the continuation of section 144, Indian 
Penal Code, is wrong and should have been long discontinued. I may cite 
instances when even under the continuation of this very section 144 there 
were occasions when this order was suspended, as on the occasion of the 
Id <lay and the Idol Immersion Procession. So why this order was not 
suspended on this occasion alsoP If the students could be allowed to 
demonstrate before the French Consulate, wdiy then were they not allowed 
to demonstrate befon* the Senate House? I say that the Hon’ble Home 
Minister in avoiding a public imiuirv into the afi^air which was demanded 
at many resjieetable meetings held in several parts of the city, and even 
within the University HalL his refusing to institute a public inquiry into 
the matter only proves that ne did not fully and really believe in the reports 
of the Police which he has read out before the House. If he had really 
believed the reports he would have »urelv apjaiinted a public inquiry 
committee to gt> into the matter. The students had nothing to hide; they 
are quite willing that there should be a public inquiry into the affair, and 
responsible persons, and I believe at one of the meetings the Vice-Chancellor 
of Calcutta University, wanted the Hon’ble Home Minister to hold a public 
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inquity, and if the Hon’ble Home Minister really believed in the reports 
of the police he would have agreed to hold a public inquiry to scrutinise 
the details that he read out here. He did not do that. I say, Sir, that the 
continuation of Section 144 has been a great enooarchment" upon the civU 
liberties of the citizen of Calcutta, It has stood in the way of freedom tif 
speech and holding of public meetings which is the elementary right of every 
citizen. Moreover Government of Bengal should not have‘ continued this 
section in a city like Calcutta which is the centre of public opinion of 
Bengal, nay, of who^ India. What Calcutta feels today is felt by the 
people of whole India tomorrow. In justice and fairness it is time that 
section 144 is withdrawn. With regard to the statement of the Home 
Minister that he assured that the people of Calcutta want this section to 
remain I say that if this matter is voted upon by the members of the 
Legislature, the opinion of the majority will be— the consensus of opinion 
will be— for the removal of section 144 and this is that he ought to do. 
Then, Sir, he has not taken any opinion of the Legislature with regard to 
the withdrawal of this section, and said nothing about it. Another matter 
in which he has remained very significantly silent is about the arrest of 
these young men who have been treated wrongly and then arrested wrongly. 
They should never have been arrested and kept confined. They are still 
continuing in Jail and it is a double wrong done agunist these young men. 
We demand that these persons should be released ujt once ant'l further 1 
should say that the Government for the sake of honour — and we believe 
that the Government is honourable — should take into consideration the light 
heartedness of the students and deal with them in that light. This incident 
iiii^ involved the sad death (jf two of our young hopefuls and I appeal to 
Government to ])e humane and compensate for this loss jind pay compensa- 
tion to their guardian.s. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. IVsident. Sir, I wonder 
it Mr. Lalit Chandra Das lives in Calcutta and knows anything about the 
carnage which took place in the recent past in •Calcutta or the sad memory 
whhdi is >till vibrant in the present atmospheie. J knf>w Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Da** does not receive those petitions I ^lo from Hindus asking for protection 
HO that they may go and liv(‘ safely in Muslim rnnhaHiiH. I know also of 
petilidiis coming tf> me from Muslims asking for protection so that they 
g^ and live in Hindu nuifuillitH, Cp till now the Muslim mos(jiu‘s in 
Hindu are not being used by the Muslims excejit on Friday prayer.s 

because they do not like even now to live in their old habitations. Hut 
n(d)ody suggests tliut Hindus and Muslims are not moving about freely in 
the localities of each other. I am thankful to God tliut they are now 
moving about freely and there is a gradual .tendency of restoration of good 
feeling among them which 1 hope will be helpful in getting the situation 
nonnal and it is for that we are hoping and it is lor that we are working 
«And it is this for that I do not wish to disturb section 144. All these talks 
about demonstration for Viet Xam Day and so and so are really an excuse 
—the talk about Lenin Day was an excuse— the talk about tramway strike 
an excuse just *to exploit our young people with some people behind 

Ihem so that it may be a protest against the existence of section 144 

^Mr. H^ridas Mazumdar ; Who are these peopJeK) You know who these 
People are? They belong to an organisation that ha.s not condemned — has 
not deplored that the students have been utilised. Now, Sir, I do not 
think it is neceasary for me to say more. I hope that the lumcmrahle 
members with their siense of responsibility will not do anything which will 
njsturb the e£Fort.s that are being made by us to restore normal condition. 

Nr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
this ('ouncil do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
nrgeut public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the sermus 
tuation arising out of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi* 
by the police on the peaceful and unarmed students demonstration 



Oft Viet Nam Day the 2Ut January la^t, in front of the Senate House, 
Cycutta Dnitersity (College Square, Calcutta) resulting in one student 
killed and 200 other injured of whom 21 received bullet wounds, including 
some lady students also. 

The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result : — 

AYES—U. 


Mr. Lallt Chamfri Das. 

Mr. H§m§iHln Kumar Oat. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Outta. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Harldas Majumdar. 


Mr. Nagandra Nath Mohaianabish. 
Mr. BIjoy Singh Nahar. 

Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 
Mr. BIran Roy. 

Mr. Bitwanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


NOE8-~34. 

I MrJ Gorald Joseph Kooman Hook. 

The Hon'blf Mr. Saiyed Muanamuddln 


Mr. Abdulla-al*Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Bultanuddin Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur Dhlrandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhulya. 

Mr. L. P. 8. Bourns. 

Khan Bahadur Syad Abdur Rasid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Moaiism Hssain Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syad Fails Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarks. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. 0. Doyns. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta. 

Ths Hon*bls Mr. Abdul Qofran. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haqus. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 
motion 14; aguinst the jiioffon 34. 


Hoaain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

AlhadJ Yar All Khan. 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latm. 

Mr. Syad Abdul Majid. 

Mr. Gaorgs Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhiasur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy. 

Miss Ethal Robartson, C.8.P. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Moulvl Wahlduziaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 

The Houtse has divided — for the 
The motion is therefore lost. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Ths Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 

Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, with your permission I 
beg to move that the Bengal Noii-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very small measure; it seeks to extend by one year the 
term of the Bengal Non- Agricultural (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1949, 
which was enacted as a temporary measure, pending the permanent enact- 
ment of non-agricultural tenancy legislation. The idea is that a compre- 
hensive Bill on the subject had oeen introduced into the Assembly and 
referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee has now completely 
reached the end of its deliberations and its report is expected to be submitted 
at the end of this month. But as it may not be possible to pass the Bill 
through both Homses of the Legislature during the current session, hence 
there has been tliis necessity felt to extend the term of the existing Act, 
which is temporary. I may also inform the House that the present Tempo- 
rary Act is due to expire on the 29th of May. Hence I hope the House 
will agree to this motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
Tefianoy (Temporary’ Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, be t^en into 
oonaideraiion. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBiSH: 1 beg to move that the 
Bill be oirouiated for eliciting opinion thereon by the 2dtii May 1947. 
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tke Bill wbose life is going .to be extended again by one year waa 
ena^i^ in the year 1940. ' The idea wa« that within two j^ears of its first 
enaolittiaot Government would put forward a compresentive Bill dealing 
^th the rights of non-agricdtural tenants. Since then the life of the BiU 
yf^s extended to several occasions, if I remember aright, for three successive 
terms, and on the last two occasions the House was assured by tlie Hou’ble 
Minister in charge at the time that he would not ask for any further exten- 
sion of the Bill and that he would bring before the House ^nd pass a compre- 
hensive Bill. Sir, we may be assured now that a Bill has been introduced 
in the Assembly and that the Select Committee report is being awaited. 
But it is clear from the introduction of this particular Bill that the Govern- 
ment do not propose to have that Bill passed by the two chambers of the 
Legislature within this particular session and before the 29th of May. As 
you are aware owing to the existence of this Bill in the Statute Book the 
lights of the tenants are remaining in a nebulous condition. Nobody knows 
what right the tenants possess and wdmt right the landlords have. Litiga- 
tion, perhaps numbering over 40,000, are pending in the numerous courts 
in Bengal and there is so^much uncertainty with regard to the non-agri- 
cultural tenants right and people do not know where they stand. People 
who have taken land for building purposes are not able to start their build- 
ing, landlords cannot take possession of the land which they w’unt with the 
result that there are utter confusion in the minds of the landlords as well 
as the tenants. In this way the (lovernment of Bengal has taken seven 
long years’ time and public opinion should he souglit on the question 
whether any further extension of time should or should not he allowinl. If 
really Government tliink that the comprehensive Bill has progressed so 
much regard being had to the fact that the Select Committee report is going 
to he placed before the Assembly, 1 .submit that this Bill can wait till 29th 
May and that in the meantime if the Select Committee report is reedy or 
is going to be ready very soon there is no reason why we should not wait 
for tlie comprehensive Bill and why this temporary Bil*! should have another 
year's extension. The vital (juestioii is that the Landlords do not know 
what are their rights and the tenants also do not know what is their position 
the landlords do not know whether they have right of ejectment and if so 
under what circiim.stunce.s. These things must he settled and settled finally 
very soon and we on this side ot the House and the public at large are not 
going to accept this shilly sliullying which Government are doing. J there- 
tore a.sk the House to accept my amendment and a.sk the Government to 
present the comprehensive Bill as soon as possible so that it may he passed 
hv Imth Houses this session. 

Mr« PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that the Bill Iwi circulate*! for 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 28th May 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 had 
promised to bring the Bill before the House this session and in accordance 
with that promise the Bill was submitted to the Select Committee of the 
other House and I understand that it has got through the Select Committee 
and it i.s now ready for ])resentation before the other House very soon. So^ 
there is no point in putting forward this amendment for circulation of this 
temporary Bill. As a matter ot fact it is only for the purpose of safeguard- 
ing the rights of the tenants that we are asking for this extension, because 
the passage of the comprehensive Bill will take some time. It will have 
^ be submitted to the Assembly which will have to consider the Bill clause 
by clause and pass it and after that it has to come to our House. It may 
not be possible, for the Bill to pass through both the Houses this session 
and so it is necessary to extenn the term of the Temporary Bill as a 
precautionerv measure. Sir, I do not understand what will be gained by 
hcmourable friends over there by moving this motion. He says that 
•he rights of the non-amcuIturaJ tenants are very shadowy. Everybody 
knows that. And therefore we^ want, to pass the comprehensive legislation. 
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In order that the comprehensive legislation may not be delayed, we mus 
make sure that the terra of the temporary Bill does not expire and we ma^ 
not have to start again on a new slate. In this Bill we have provided fo 
one year's extension only. We may not require one year. We may b 
able to get it tlirough both ^he Houses even before expiry of the term o 
the Temporary Bill, hut to be on the safe side we have provided for th< 
extension. I think the amendment moved by the Opposition is not at al 
necessary. 


• **/'. f**F**P®**'^* question before the House is that the Bill b« 
cireulatwl for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 28th Ma\ 

The motion was put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
^on-Agnculturul Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill 1947 
he taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause /. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, Nur Alimed, the last date for receiving amendments was Frida\ 
last and your amendment has been received by the Department this mornintr. 
no your amendment cannot he admitteil. ^ 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not like to move my amendmetit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion before the House is that clause 1 
stand jiart of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Tuuse 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before tlie House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause J. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Tause d stand part of the Bill. 

The (juestion before the House is that clause d stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


Title and the Preamble. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Title and the Preamble he added to the Bill 
The question before the House is (hat the Title and the Preamble he 
added to the Bill, 

Tlie motion was put and agreed to. 


u The Hon’ble Mr. FA^UR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
Bengal >on. Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill 
194<, as settled in the ( ouncil he passed. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bill as settled in the 
Joxmcil he passed. ^ 

The question before the^ House is that the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
rennncv (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, as settled in the 
.ounciJ he passed. 

^The motion was put and agreed to. 



1947.1 ADJOURNMENT. d5 

The Piiblio Demands Reoetery (Amendment) Bill« 1847. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: The Public Demands Recovery (Amen^ent) Bill, 
1947, if the next item on the agenda. I understand that this Bill was 
receivea by the Council Department only this morning and the department 
had no opportunity of examining the provisions of the Bill. So 1 would 
request the Hon’ble Minister to take it up later. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May I do so tomorrow, ^SirF 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday the 12th 
February, 1947. 
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The foljpwing members men absent from the meetinir helii on th« lU 
February, 1947 : — * 

(1) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal EUahi, 

(%) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(^) Mr. [^ujuayun Z. A. Kabir, 

T, B. Nimmo, 

(6)* Dr. Ku^lud Sankar Bay, and 
(6) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sstsion, 1917— 9. 


Th£ Coitncil met the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on^ednesday, the 12th February 1947, at 2-1& p.m. 

the fifth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant ie^saotioit 6^(^)(<i^ 
ot the Government of India Act, 1936. I 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh was 

in the Chair. ^ * 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Strike in the Imperial Bank of India. 

42. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
if he is aware that all the branches of the Imperial Bank of India working 
in this province have ceased to function owing to the strike of its staff? 

(h) If so, have the Government taken any steps to provide facilities ^or 
the public to deposit money due on account of taxes payable by them to 
(ioveynment or other monies required to be deposited under Civil Court 
order '^didecrees ? 

(g) ff not, do the Government propose to take immediate steps to provide 
such ^ilities^ 

Mr. ABDUR RASHIDi Parliamantary Storatary (on bahalf of Minlalor 
in ohaite of the Finance Dapartmant): {a) to (c) The honourablb member 
is referred to the reply already given to a similar question by him, vis., 
No. 1() of the 3rd February, 1947. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHAtANOBISH: In this House or it the 
other House — in which House? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: It has already been replied to. 

Civil Court for Kalimpong and Kurseong. 

43. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISHs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
if he is aware that the litigant public at Kalimpong and Kurseong in the 
district of Darjeeling and Alipur Duar in the district of Jalpai^ri find it 
extremely inconvenient to have tlieir civil cases tried by Magistrates not 
sufficiently acquainted with Civil Law and Procedure? 

(h) If 80 , will thte Govtoment be pleased to consider the propriety of 
appointing Munsifs to dispose of the iii^ cases in those places P 

^ minister in ohargo of the JUDIClAi DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Bia 
Nr. Napndra Narayan Ray): (a) and 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBIBHl Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if he has got any idea as to from which date thia will 
^ given eflhct to? ^ 

rir. NACiNDSA NARAYAN RAY: 8ir, the question of the appoint- 
munsifs in those stations will depend on three thinp, firstly, the 
th* of suits in each sta^n, secondly, the availablity of munsifs and 
nirdly, the accommodation <# conrt rooms, and their residence. 
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Mr. AIDULLAtl-AL-MAHMUO: Frola the criteria given by thi 
Hon'ble Minister, does he think that the stationing of a munsif in thi 
stations of Jalpaiguri and Kalimpong is necessary now? 

Mr> NAGENDRA HARATAH RAYS Will the hon'ble member please 
.repeat his question? 

^ Mr. ABDULLAH^AL-MAHMUD: My question is this; Does tht 
present figure of suits justify the afipointment of a^unsif in those stations! 

Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: No. 

^ Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Then how does he say “yes” in th 
printgd answer? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY; As I have already said, Sir, th 
matter will depend on these three things; if these three conditions ar 
satisfied, then they will be posted. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Are the conditions disjunctiv 
or conjunctive? Each of the conditions is to be fulfilled or any one o 
them? Suppose one condition is fulfilled and there ar** a large number o 
civil cases, will Government accept it in spite of the lact that there is n 
munsif available? t 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Unless the munsil 
ale available how are they to be appointed? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Suppose there are a number u 
inuusifs available but there are insutiicieiit causes? 

(No answer.) * 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: With regard to (pestion (b) “if so 
will the Government be pleased to consider the propriety of appointiiq 
munsifs ^-o dispose of the eivil cases in those jilaces”, the reply is “yes” 
Now the (luestion is have the Goverihiient considered the j>ropriety o 
appointing luunsifs from the <Titerions that the Hon’ble Minister bus jus 
no^ suggested in bis reply; Does it fulfil the condition? 

|he Hon’bte Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAt: The answer is in tb 
affirm at ive. 

* Mr. ABDULLAH«AL»MAHMUD; That means that we are to under 
stand that the Government have examined the question and have come ti 
the conclusion that there is sufficient numlier of civil cases and that ther 
is net'cssity of appointing the munsifs. Am I to understand this? 

Thl Hon’bll Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY; I have alread; 
replied that when these conditions are fulfilled 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What are those conditions? 

TIM Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Firstly, the numbe 
of suits in each station ; secondly, availability of munsifs and thirdly 
accommodation of court rooms. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Abdullah-aI-Mahmud*8 question is — ar< 
Government satisfied os regards the number of suits. 

The HoiPbib Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY S I irant notice. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Wliat is meant by availability 
munsifs? Does the Gotemnient mean that there are not sufficient number 
of officers to be transferred or does the Hon’ile Minister want fresh men t 
be appointed and that there are no candidates? In reply to a question tb 
Hon*ble Minister said that one of the factolb for which this was not giveJ 
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effect to munsifs are not available. Does tbe Hon’ble Minister mean 

to 8^ sufficient number of munsifs are not there to be transferred or 
alth^iffb Government wanted to appoint munsifs, there are no candidates 

available? 

The Hofl’Me Mr. NACENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Government will ^ 
appoint a fresh batch of munsifs soon. At present the number is not 

sufficient. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question was that great 
difficulty is felt by people as regards disposal of civil cases : the answer 
‘ yes’". Then the Hon’ble Minister in reply to a supplementary quostion 
said that it depends entirely upon three factors mentioned befor e - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think the Hon ’hie Minister has 
fully replied to the question. He has said that he wants fresh notice. As 
regards the number of civil suits, the Government have not yet examined 
whether there are sufficient number of civil suits in the district to justify 
the posting of a muiisif in the district. 

Bengal Markets Regulation Bill. 

45. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state whether 
it 18 a fact that a Bill under the caption Bengal Markets Regulation Bill was 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at the time of First Leagtie 
Coalition Ministry formefl in 1937 and was referred to a Select roramittee in 
the then Bengal Legislative ('ouncil? 

(6) If so, do the fiovernment of Bengal propose to proceed w'ith the said 
Bill or similar Bill with a view to making it a law’? 

(c| If not, w'hy not? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of tho 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agrioulture, Forests and Fisheries): 

(//) and (h) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. * 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Why there is so much delay in giving 
to this Bill. It w'as introduced in 1937 and we are in 1947 now’? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: The delay is due to the fact that this Bill was 
pasfit'd by the Bengal J.»egi.Mlative Assembly and then it was referred to the 
Bengal fjegislative (Council where it was referred to the Select Committee. 
The report of the Select Committee was not ready w’hen section 93 came into 
operation. 

_ ^Mr. ABDULLAH-AUMAHMUD; Sir, the answer (h) says “tes'L 
'Yes” relate to which part of the question? Does (he Parliamentary 
Secretary intend to say that the said Bill will be introduced or a similarly 
drafted Bill will be introduced? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: A similarly drafted Bill will be introduced. 
That is a new Bill altogether. 

Nationalisation of the utility sorvioot. 

4S. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister ia charge of the 
Jj^partment of Commerce, liabour and Industries be pleased to state if the 
^uvemment of, Bengal propose to nationalise the utility services, such as, 
il*i supply of electricity, (it) public bus, and tram services, etc.? 

(h) If go, what steps have been taken by the Government to achieve these 
sPurposes? ^ 

<?) If hot, why not? 
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MINISTER in eli««» of tho OCPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOl 
AND INDUSTRIES (tho Hon'Mo Mr. Sbamitiddin Ahmad): (a)a) I 
Provincial Government have already accepted the policy of nationalisati 
of the electrici^ supply industry and propose to acquire electrical und< 
takings in the Province as their option of purchase occurs. 

(it) Regarding bus and tram services a scheme for the formation 
Calcutta Passenger Transport Board to take over all passenger transp 

S ervices including the tramways has been worked out. The scheme invol 
dgislation, proposals for which are under consideration. 

(b) The option of purchase in respect of the Barrackpore Electric Sup] 
undertaking falls due on the 2nd December, 1947, and notice has alrea 
been served on the licensee intimating Government’s intention to exerc 
the option. It has also been decided that the option of purchase of i 
Calcutta and District Consolidated Electric License, 1946, should 
exercised on Ist January, 1950, and that the necessary financial implicatk 
arising therefrom be examined. Options of purchase of other undertakini 
as they occur, will normally be exercised. Government have alrea 
accepted a scheme for the electrification of the rural area lying on the noj 
and north-west of Calcutta within a triangle formed by Gouripur, Burdw 
and Krishnagar which has been put into operation as a State enterprise. 

Regarding bus and tram services see answer to clause (a) (it) above. 

> (c) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleai 
to state whether a notice has been served on the li<*enbee intimating tb 
Government intends to exercise the option witn respect of the purchase 
the (/alcutlu and District Consolidated KUn'-tric License, 1946? 

Th« HOfPbte Mr. SHAMSUDDiN AHMED: It has been stated in t 
answer tliat tin* option of pundiase of the Calcutta and District Conaolidai 
Electric License, 1946, will be exercised. The Cabinet has decided that t 
option will b(» (‘xercised. There are other complications. We have to fi 
out a large amount of money, for which the Government of India will lu 
to be approached and so on and so forth. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What will l)e the time for serving t 
notice ? 

' The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: At the end of 1947— tl 
year. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state what actual steps have been taken for the purpose of asc' 
taining the valuation of these undertakings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Our expert and oil 
officers met and they went into the whole thing. This took place unc 
section 9d regime and we had to accept that jiositon. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it correct to say that to fi 
out the actual valuation a formula has been worked out but that the act 
figure work is a tremendous thing and will require the services at least o 
special committee of exjwrts and if the latter work is not undertaken 
proper time this option of purchase could not be exercised? It is necessf 
to ascertain the complicated figures of actual costing. The formula h^ 
worked out but the actual costing requires examination which may invo 
the a))pointment of a committee of experts as was done in Englana. 

Mr. HARIOAS MA4UMDAR: Regarding bus and tram services, it 
stated in the printed answer, that a schema for the formation of a Calcn^ 
Passenger Transport Board has been worked out. Ndw will the Hon^l 
Minister please explain very shortly the stfkeme that has been lormuUf^ 
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till IfOfi’lito Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMfiOs 'Hie ackeme is Kinder oon- 
sideralion. I am not in a position to tell yon just now as to what skapf 
it will take. 

Mr. ABOULLAH-AUMAHMUDs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the principle of nationalisation of the transport services 
had been accepted by the Government? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That is under consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If you fail exercise the option and 
if you fail to take up the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation in 1960, 
when is the next period you get for the exercise of your option? 

The Hoti’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That will be aboU 15 to 
JO years after. However I can tell this House that Government have 
decided that the option of purchase will be exercised in 1950. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: With regard to the bus and 

tram services, w'ill the Hon’bie Minister he pleased to state when he will be 
making a statement regarding the Government’s accepted policy? 

The Hon'hie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; In a short time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is it not u fact that during Governor 
'usey’s time an estimate was actually drawn up as to what amount of 
aeiiey will be reipiired for the purpose of acquiring the Calcutta Electric 
Mipply ('orporation in 1950? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. the amount was 
icar about J5 crores during that regime and over and above that a building 

have to lie built possibly at a cost of 5 crores of rupees. Now that thing 

already been* examined and the Government will have to fake it up 
1 the electricity undertaking is t-o he taken over and Government are pre- 
wired to take it up to have that under cxmsideration and grant and establish 
lie southern section of the undertaking. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In answer (a) (ii) in the last 
sentence, it is stated ‘Hhe scheme involves legislation, proposals for which 
irt* under consideration”. Does not this .sentence give the meaning that 
government have already accepted the firinciple of nationalisation and has 
■orae to the stage of legislating? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The scheme itself is under 

onsideration. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That cannot be the meaning of 
hat sentence. The iioun “proposals’^ refers to “legislation” and not 
‘^Gieme”. 8o it is a[)pareiit that the (rovenimeiit have already accepted 
he policy of acquiring these transport services. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Flease see the answer. “The 
' heme involves legislation, proposals lor which are under consideration”. 

It H (dear from this that “profwisals” for “legislation” are under consi- 
Which governs what, legislation or your policy itaelf? 

The Mr. SHAMSUOOiN AHMED: IMIi. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHQWOHURY: W’ill the Hon’h'e Minister be 
I^^IT whether he will he abit* to make an announcement before 

House in the course of the se.sKion as regards Government’s rxilicy 
garding these bus and tram services? 

Th* H«i>M. Mr. tHAMSUODIN AHMED: I hope to. 
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Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ GHOWOHURY: In view of the statement made 
by the Hon'ble Minister that Government have accepted the policy of 
nationalisation of the electricity supply industry, will he be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that only recently Government have given sanction for 
certain rural electrification scheme to a private company? 

The Hon'hle Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That is a difiterent thing 
altogether. But that is the general position with regard to the services. So 
far as the electricity services in the province are concerned, Government are 
trying to undertake or inaugurate the grid system. As 1 have already 
indicated, there is the North Calcutta (Hural) Electricity Scheme which 
goes from Goiirepore and then goes on via Ranaghat and Krishnagar and 
Kalna and Burdwaii and then comes l>ack. There is another scheme which 
runs from Chittagong and goes right up to Noakhali and then to Mymen- 
sing^ and comes to Dacca and to Chandpur. As regards the two others, one 
is from Sealduh to Khulna, another from Sealdah to Budge Budge and 
Diamond Harbour and these are places w^here Government will run their 
own concerns. Tlierc^ are ten or eleven cases where small places have been 
asked to electrify themselves with the aid of companies or persons. Orders 
have l>een issued and a Cabinet sub-committee has been formed to decide 
whether in small places the grid system or any other system for individual 
places will be allowed or not. And orders have been issued. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question that I anted to 
ask is this: Goveniment while considering applications trom private com- 
panies have established electrical concerns in rural areas and have decided 
to grant licenses to private concerns before they have decided to establish 
an Electricity Board for the province. Have you granted any license to any 
new concerns which are private? 

The Hcm^ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 have ^readv explained 
the position clearlv. Our Special Officer, Col. Evans, has been looking into 
these things and he has placed before the Cabinet certain proposals; these 
proposals are that there are hundreds of applications from different i)]ace8 
for issue of licenses to individuals and concerns. The Special Officer has 
accepted the principle of the grid system and placed it before the Govern- 
ment. The North Calcutta Hural Scheme has already l>een accepted and 
will probably function from the next month, I hope. So far as smaller 
undertakings are concerned as was arranged we granted only jneliminary 
licenses, ten or eleven in number. After that we decided in the Cabinet 
that the whole thing should be considered. Applications from various 
places have arrived and are pending consideration by Government. But we 
nave not yet issued orders and we are <‘onsidering the matter and until it 
has Wn settled licenses to private eoneerns will not he i.ssued. There will 
be an agreement that when Government will W r^j|^dy to run a .scheme 
and will be in a jxtsition to supply electricity at (dieup rates these companies 
will have to give np their licenses. 

Mr, 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Why is it that Bogra has been omitted 
as well as Kuahtia from the grid sy.stem . 

Hoil’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have already said 

(interruption). Please listen to me. The grid system, as I have already 
said, so far as North Calcutta Hural Electricity Scheme is concerned, it 
does not go up to Kushtia and Cliaudanga and goes from Gouri[Mire, Hana- 
ghat and Krishnagar ria Kalna and then to Burdwan and comes back and 
the other one goes up to Khulna and the two other to Burdwan and other 
places, Only preliminary licenses have been issued for 10 places and there 
are still 50 applic^ations for license- pending but no orders have been passed 
on them. The whole matter will l)e considered by the Cabinet very soon and 
a sub-committee will be appointed for a final settlement. 
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Mr. HpIDUL HUQ OHOWOHURYl Sir, this is not a new question. 
But what Is the reason that Gbvemment have been simultaneously dealing 
with private license holders and granting them licenses when they are pro- 
pqging to take up the whole electricity policy before they consider and 
decide the entire position? 

The Heil>'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The proposal was submitted 
bv Special Ofldcer ; it is now under consideration as to what procedure should 
bi followed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, with regard to the 9 or 10 
( a>es for which licenses have been issued, was there any imperative necessity 
to grant these licenses . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I make a suggestion — wdiy don’t you make 
a comprehensive statement witli regard to the matter. Mr. Shamsuddin? * 

The Hon’hle Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: All right. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When do you propose to do so? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Next week. 

Recommendations of the Bengal Weights and Measures Enquiry Committee. 

47. Mr. NUR AHMED: (/i) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state whether 
the Bengal Weights and Measures Enquiry Committee appointed by the last 
Ministry has submitted its final report? 

(Z>) If so, on what date? 

(c) Do the Government propose to enact any legislation in Bengal 
embodying the recommendations of the said Enquiry Committee? If so, 
when Y 

(d) Has the re})ort of the said Enquiry Committee been published by the 
Government of Bengal? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) Yes. 

{h) 4tli December, 1944. 

(c) Yes. A Bill is proposed to be introduced in the Legi.slature in session 
after the next. 

(d) No. 

(e) The report was so long under examination and hence it was not pub- 
lished. I, however, hope to publish it very shortly. 

Circulation of Order Papers. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May 1 submit a iruittei? Today we 
have not received the (^rder Pa|)er and we do not kriow what w^iis the work 
before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then was some difficulty. The Order Paper was 
received only thi.s morning and it was despatcluHl by post. Naturally it 
has not reached the honourable merabeH, 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. we sent it Visterday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is why they have not reached the honourable 
members because it was sent by oost. The previous arrangement of distri- 
buting Order Papers tbrnuglj cycle peonn should be revived. 

The Hen’blq Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We shall see that Order Paper 
and other urgent papers are circulated by special masseiigers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that will serve the 


purpose. 
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L^ing of tho Bongal Civil Pkmolr Fm«o OniiiMiNO» 1M7. 

Tht Hon*Mo Mr. H. S. SUHRAWMRDY: Sir, I beg to lay on the table 

tie Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1947. 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege of 
the House. Sir, may I know when the Ordinance was promulgated. ^ 
far as our information goes, it was promulgated just on the day preceding 
the first sitting of the House, namely, on the 2nd February, 1947. The 
House was going to sit on the 3rd February, 1947, the next day. No doubt 
section 88 lays down that the Governor has the power to promulgate an 
Ordinance (luring recess of the Legislature but when the Legislature was 
going to sit the next day, may not the House complain that by promul- 
^ting this Ordinance the power of the House has been taken away and the 
House has every right to question the abrogation of the privilege of the 
House. 

The Hon’ble Mfv H. $• 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it appears that it was 
necessary that the Ordinance should be promulgated so that it may have 
some force, it may run for some time before it is made into law. The 
Ordinance was promulgated for the purpose of continuing the provisions oi 
the Government of India Ordinance. If we had not produced this, I believe 
that the Hengal Civil Pioneer Force would have been illegal and wt might 
not have been able to meet their expenditure. The position was that th( 
Ordinance could have been promulgated a few days earlier but for the 
fact that on account of His Excellency’s previous engagement, Hif 
Excellency could not return to Calcutta before the 2nd February and His 
Excellency signed it on the very day of his arrival in Calcutta. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. When the old Ordinance expired ‘r' 

The HorPble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is more than I know'. 
Sir. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The Hon’ble Minister says that h( 
cannot say when the Ordinance exjiired. In that case the question of th( 
urgen(’y of the Ordinance just on the day previous the first sitti^^g of th< 
House does not arise and the grievance of the House still remains, 

The Hon'Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! Sir. I »m just now 
it had already expired and the matter became more urgent. It expiret 
prior to the 2nd Ferbuary. 

GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, I beg to introduce th 
Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947, give notice the 
I shall move at short notice that the said Bill l)e taken into consideratio: 
and passed as settled in the Council. 

Sir, it is a one-clause Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The amendments may be put in by 3 p.m. oi 
Friday, the 14th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item is item No. 4, the Bengal Tenanc; 
(Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. ABDUtLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Sir. as regards the announcemwi 
made by you just now regarding submission of amendments to the previou 
Bill, notice may kindly be issu^ from your office to that effect. 

Hr. PRESIDENT! That will be done as usual, I am sure. 



1947 .] GOVEENMENT BILLS. m 

mr iOMim KUMAR UUTTAs As jet we liaTe not received the dajV 
Order Pa^r. 4 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been circulated, 1 believe. (Ssvbeai; 
HEMBsmS : No, No.) They have been posted but did not reach you, I believe. 
They will be circulated now. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Biili 1S47. 

The Hon*ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHAMAN: Sir, with vour permission I 
beg to move that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, be takei^ 
into consideration. 

The Bill has been framed with a view to — 

( 1 ) abolishing landlords’ fees in respect of transfer of permanent tinurea 

and holdings at hzed rates, ^ 

(2) relieving the Collectorates of the work of serving notices of transfer 

of tenures and holdings, ami 

( 3 ) extending the period of suspension of the provisions for enhancement 

of rents so far as they relate to rents of raiyats and under-raiyats 
for a further period of 5 years with effect from the 27th August, 
1947, on which date the existing section 75A will cease to> 
operate. 

Landlords’ fees for transfer of permanent tenures and holdings at fixed 
rates are payable at the rate of 2 per cent, on the annual rent subject to a 
maximum amount of Rs. 100 and the minimum of Re. 1. In most cases, 
the amounts are very small and they are payable to a large number of 
superior landlords. The labour and expense involved in the Collectorates 
under the existing procedure for the transmission of these fees are cut ( f all 
proportion to the value of the fees with the result that the bulk of it is 
actually forefeited to Government and the landlords do not consider it worth 
while to withdraw it. .It is for this reason and as a matter of administrative 
reform of the Collectorates that the Rowlands Committee recoin mended the 
abolition of these fees. 

The Committee also recommended that the ('ollectorates should be lelieved 
of s^mng notices of transfer of all rofiyati holdings which has placed 
UMecessary burden on the Collectorate staff. They considered that in the- 
case of transfer in such cases the interest of the transferee to get his rame 
mutated in the landlords’ shensta was so great that it was unnecessary to- 
make any special provision in the Act on that account. Government 
however consider that as the notification of these transfers is a matter of 
considerable importance to the landlords as well as tenants, their iiteiests 
are likely to be adversely affected if the official recognition to the service* 
of transfer notices is taken away altogether. Provisions have accordingly 
been made in the Bill for the service of such notices direct through the Sut- 
Registrars’ offices and the civil courts, as the case may be, the rollectorates 
being relieved of the work. 

As regards the pcOvisiou in the Bill regarding further 0 tension of the 
period of suspension of the provisions for enhancement of rent, Government 
consider that any enhancement of rents of raiyaU and under-raiyats at the 
present level of high prices which have not yet .stabilised will cause them 
great hardship. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to move for csonsideration of the Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Tenancy (Amend* 
went) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Tenancy Amendment 
Bill, 1947 be taken into consideration. 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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Claute 1. 

' Mr. PRESIDENTS Clause 1 staxif part of tlie Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Chaise 2, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 itand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Pill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clame 3, 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed 

Clause 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand pari of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Chuse 5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause G stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause G stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 7 stand j)art of the Bill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: 1 beg to move that in sub-clause {1} of clause 7 of 
Hie Bill, for the words commencing w’ith “and all such provisions” and 
^ending with ”Uie l>\enty-seventh day of August, 1947” the following he 
•ubstituted, namely: — 

^Provided that for a further peruui of five years with effect from the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating to 
enhancement of rent of a mijfat or an under-roiyat shall take effect 
subject to the following restrictions: — 

(a) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground that there 

has been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement sha’l not exceed twenty per centum of the 
present rent; and 

(b) That in the case of enhancement on the gouud of a land- 

lortPs improvementi the amount of the enhancement shall not 
exceed ten per centum of the amount expended on the improve- 
ment”. 
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Sir, we do not like this Bill very much but one or two points I would 
like to make in my amendment, I would like to mention that the propo- 
sal to amend section 7oA will, ho^Ver, have far-reaching effects on all 
landlor^; primarily it appears to me to be solely for the purpose of 
j)reveuting landlords and others from increasing their annual demand, 
thus aff^ting the agricultural income-tax and compensation payable for 
rent-receivers’ rights on the abolition of the zamindary system to effect 
which Government are already committed. 

Government have also stated their intention of keeping the price of 
agricultural produce up to a level which will enable the cultivator to obtain 
a reasonable profit from his land. The Explanation in the vStatement of 
Objects and Reasons is therefore feeble in the extreme. Government 
evidently forgot when they talked of food staples that raiyats were the 
people who produced the food and w’ere getting 4(H) per cent, of the pre- 
war price, bo that they could jmy and they were in a position to pay a 
higher price for other goods. But Sir, landlords are amongst the very few 
people whose annual income did not increase during the war period although 
the high price obtainable for |)roduce enabled landlords to collect arrears 
of rent to support the rise in the cost of living. These arrears have now 
been practically cleared and in view of Government’s intention U) main- 
tain high prices for agricultural produce, it is very unfair that the land- 
lord should not himself reap any benefit from the enhanced income which 
the tenant is deriving from land now that the tenants have wiped off their 
arrears. As this Bill proposes that landlords will have to continue to do 
without enhancement as we ha\t‘ been doing for the last ten years. 
Accordingly if tin* zeniindary systmn is to be alnilished, it would seem 
that zemindars will never again enjoy the right to enhanced rent regardless 
of the extent of the profit the tenants may make from cultivation. 

Now that the arrears have lH‘eii cleared, their seems no reason why the 
tenant should not lie asked to j>ay more towards the landlord’s much 
increased costs, possibly (b)vernment have in mind an intention to put 
torward such a very reasonable view only at such time as they themselves 
have become direct lundairds uml in the meantime will (‘onsider tlic view as 
undemocratic and not one which in the meantime will lie appreciated by 
the lyegislature, they look at it now as undemoeratir and it will Ih» 
democratic when they become landlords themselves. It seems to me, Sir, 
that It IS absurd to remain for 5 years under the i)resent condition and we 
can only agree to that with the proviso I have suggested. Tlie point is that 
in every other provision landlords are given 10 per cent, or 20 per cent, 
ot the increa.se in the ])rofil of the Gnants and iny ]>oint is that when the 
enant irets the benefit of the increased cost of his production and when 
»e IS able to stand up to the higher prices— the inflation prices— and when 
M gets '**0 much higher jirices for his food crops, there is no reason why 
the landlord should be deprived of a share of this increase. The jire-waV 
price of juuldy was Rs. 1-12 or Rs. 2 per niauiid. But what is it now? Tt 
IS nothing less than between Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 per niaiind. Surely that puts 
the mtyfjt in a position to pay a little higher rent to his landlord. Govern-,* 
ment merely base thefr reasoning in bringing this Bill on the high prices of 
toodstuff. But they do not take into consideration the fact that on account 
the higli cost of his food grains this money is also in the hands of the 
roiyaf to meet this position. In the circumstances T would ask the House 
to accept my amendment. 

* D*^?*i**®.**^* Amendment idovmI that in mib-elaiise (I) of clause 

commencing with ^'and all such provisions” and 
August, 1947” the following he 

Provided that for a further period of five years with effect from th« 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating 
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to enhancement of rent of a raiyat or an undeT-^raiyat shall take 
effect subject to the following^ restrictions ; — 

(a) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground that there 
has been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement shall not exceed twenty per centum of the 
present rent; and 

/ 

{b) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground of a landlord’s 
improvement the amount of the enhancement shall not exceed 
ten per centum of the amount expended on the improvement”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAXZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 1 beg to 
oppose this motion. My reason for doing so is that my friend over there is 
not aware how much inequitable and unfair the enhancement of rent on the 

f round of rise in the prices of food crops is on the generality of raiyaU. The 
and Revenue Commission took statistics and it was found that in Bengal 
76 per cent, of the raiyaU had uneconomic* holdings, 46 per cent, of the 
raiyats of Bengal hold less than 2 acres of land on which a family of 5 to 
6 depends has to subsist, 11 per cent, hold 2 to 3 acres, 9:4 per cent, only 
3 to 4 acres, 8 per cent, hold 4 to 6 acres and only 17 per cent, hold between 
6 to 10 acres and 8 per cent, more than 10 acres. These last two are the 
holders of economic holdings and the rest 75 per cent, are holders of un- 
economic holdings who cannot even meet costs of living. To increase the 
rent of these tenants would mean kililling them outright. They are already 
starving and as a matter of fact according to the present political econo- 
mists such holders of holdings should not pay any rent at all just as people 
with a minimum income have not got to any income-tax. So according 
to the present economic principles their rents sj^ould be excused. If any 
enhancement is made, on the ground of prices 75 per cent, ot the raiyat« 
will be hit and very unjustly hit. (An iionoukaju.k .nikmukr : What about 
khasmahal lands?) We shall follow this princi])le in regard to khasmahal 
also. Honourable members may be aware of the history of section 75A 
which was introduced in 19»38 just after the first Ministry came into power 
under the Government of India Act, 1935. Raiyats claim that the 
zemindars have no right to enhance the rent. This point was particularly 
gone into by the Land Revenue Commission and they came to the con- 
clusion that their rent was meant to be permanently fixed by the Court 
ot Directors. The Report says “Nevertheless the (juestion of fixing the 
raiyats' rent in perpetuity w'us considered”. I'he Lourt of Directors wrote: 
“It is an object of perpetual settlement that it should secure to the great 
body of the raiyats the same equity and certainty as to the amount of their 
Jrints, and the same undisturlied enjoyment of the fruits of their industry 
which we mean to give to the zemindars themselves”. But no provision 
to that effect was made in the Permanent Settlement Regulations which 
were enacted in 1793. The result wms that the zemindars have expropriated 
the raiyats to the extent of nearly Rs. 10(1 crores, or more. This sort of 
enhancement by the zemindars was not at all justified but the raiyats had 
to yield because of the flaw in the Permanent Settlement Regulations. The 
Board of Director’s instructions were clear but were got incorporated in 
the regulation. The result is that the zemindars liave already expropriated 
the rmyaU for these 150 years. We have now decided that for the time 
being we should maintain status quo should not allow any enhancement 
We are thinking of the abolition of the zemindarv system altogether and 
when that is done the question will not arise at all, Pntil that is done the 
present rents should contintf^ for maintaining the status quo. This Bill 
only contemplates to extend the period of that status quo for a year, for the 
present. Probably we may have to extend it lor another 5 years if within 
the first 5 years we shall be not able to acquire, all the zemindarv interests. 





Wilp words, Sir, I oppose ike motion moyed by my friend 
(|^ Mor^n. Perhaps ke has moved this motion not knowing ike 
history of tiiis particular section. (Mr. G. MonOAK: Excuse me.) ^ 

lift PRESIDENT: May I take it that the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
Joes not want^to reply? 

ThO HOfl’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 don*t think, Sir, I need add 
anything to what the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muassamuddin Hosain has already 
said on the subject, * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in 8U^B^ 
clause (i) of clause 7 of the Bill, for the words commencing with “and all 
such provisions” aud ending with “the twenty-seventh day of August, 
1947” the following be substituted, namely: — ^ 

“Provided that for a further period of five years with effect from the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating to 
enhancement of rent of a raiyat or an uuder-ratytit shall take 
effect subject to the following restrictions: — 

(a) That in tbe case of an enhancement on the ground that there has 
been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement shall not exceed twenty per centum of the present 
rent ; and 

(/i) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground of a land- 
lord’s improvement the amount of the enhancement shall not 
exceed ten per centum of the amount expended on the 
improvement”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. G. MORGAN. Sir, I beg to move that in sul>-clause (1) of clause 
7 of the Bill, for the word “five” the word “two” l>e substituted. 

lu view ol what the Hon’ble Minister has said already, this amend- 
ment also does not stand much chance of being accepted and I do not like 
to say much further than what I bavt‘ said. However I have moved it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (i) of clause 
7 of the Bill, for the word “five” the word “two” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 oppose this amendment on 
the ground that the high prices prevalent now do not show any sign of 
downward trend and have not yet stablished. On the basis of that if any 
enhancement is . 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: On a point of information, Mr. President. We 
cannot hear the Hon ’hie Minister. He is inaudible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is unfair that enhance- 
ment should take plac'e on the basis of prices which have not yet been 
stabilised besides the other ground which my honourable colleague the 
Ministry for Education has put forward before. The reason why we should 
not base any enhancement on these high prices is because, according to us. 
it will take at least 5 years if not more to have the prices staDilised. 
Moreover, as has been pointed out, we have to get on with the abolition of 
the zemindary system, I mean the Permanent Settlement. We have a Bill 
ready for the purpose which will be brought soon and we hope that legis- 
lation will be proceeded with in this session and under that legislation pro^ 
vision has been made for fixing fair rent. To settle the lands with the 
zemindars on such fair rents will take us time. On the whole it will take 
us 5 years or more and that is the reason why we think that it will not do if 
we have two years instead or five years and I oppose the amendment on that 
ground. 
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Mr. PRiSIOl^: Order, order. The question before "^the House is 
tha+ in suTi-cIause (1) of clause 7 of the Bill, for the word “five’' the word 
^ he substituted. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House it that clause 7 
stand part of the Bill. * 

The question was put and agreed to. 

^^CluuHe H. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: (’laiise 8 stand part of* the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauhe 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 0. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ("lause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The question w'as put and agreed to. 

Title am] Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT:" Title and the Preamble be added to the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title and the I'reinahle be 
added to the Hill, 

The question w^as put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: I beg to move that the 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, be 
passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Tenaiu'y (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1947, a.H settled in the Council, be jaissed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I have 
only one w(»rd to say in reply to Mr. Morgan. He has mentioned that the 
raiyat is making a profit of 400 per cent, on the sale of his goods or crops 
but at the same time Mr. Morgan forgets that the cost of production has also 
gone up by m(»re than 000 per cent, and also the cost of living of the 
raiyat has increased by 400 per cent. The ranjat has to j)urchase his clotlis 
at a ju’ioe 400 or otH) per cent, higher than the pre-war price, he has to 
purchase his salt at a price 5tX) per cent, liighei tliau the normal price. 
So it is not a fact that the raif/at is making all the profits and not spending 

his pecessaries. It is not a fact that the raiyat has been making a profit 
by getting for higher prices for his produce than he w^as getting some 
years agt). 

With these words I support the motion for the passing of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question Wfore the House is that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, he pa.ssed. 

The question was put and agreed tn. 

I now adjourn the House till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 14th February, 
1947. There i.s no business for tomorrow'. 

AilJoumiMiit. 

The CouudSi then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 14th February, 
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The following members were absent froin the meetii^g held on the 12th 
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(1) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellabi^ 

(2) Mr. Mjiingluram Jaipuria. 

HumaTun Z. A. Eabir. 

(4) The Hon^ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, m.b.e., c.i.e. 
(6J Dr. Kumud Sankar Bay. 

(6) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 

(7) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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lU QUESTIONS ANi) ANSWERS. [14th 

Th* Bengal Pun Food Bill. 

• 

50. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalfV Mr. Nur 
AhmeiD S (aj Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to State if it is a fact 
that a comprehensive new Bill under the caption of the Bengal Pure Food 
Bill w'as introduced in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and referred to 
a Select Committee P 

(b) Do the Government of Bengal propose to speedily proceed ^ith the 
said Pure Food Bill? If so, when? 

^c) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) Yes. 

a 

(^b) It is proposed to introduce the Bill in this House during the current 
session and to carry it through all possible stages. 

Oc) Does not arise. 


Public Health Act. 

SI. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed), (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state if the Govern- 
ment of Bengal propose to enaet a comprehensive Act containing all 

S revisions regarding public health and sanitation in Bengal on the lines of 
tadras Public Health Act of 1989 and on the lines of the National Service 
Health Act of 194() of United Kingdom? 

(h) If so, when such a Bill will be introduced? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) and (h) Enactment of a com- 
prehensive Public Health Act to make provision for matters relating to public 
nealth and sanitation in Bengal after taking into account the provisions in 
the Madras Public Health Act and the relevant Act of the United Kingdom 
is under consideration of Government. Steps will be taken for preparation 
of a Bill for the purpose and for its introduction in the Legislature as soon a? 
it is decided to enact such legislation. 

(c) Does not arise, 

Mr. BIREN ROY: When Government proposes to enact such a legisla- 
tion? 

Th« Hob’bM Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The matter is engaging the 
attention of Government, but so far no decision has been taken. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Can the Hon’ble Minister give an approximate time 
when this legislation will be taken up? 

Thft Hon’blt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry, I cannot predict the 
time when Government will actually take up the matter. But I may 
assure the honourable member that they will expedite the matter. ^ 

Mr. AtOULLA>AL>MAHMub: la there any enactment nnder the 
contemplation of Government. 

^ThO Hon'Blf Mr. MOHAMMEB ALI: Yes Sir. We have, as a matter 
of fact, some draft provisioBi of the BiU re|dy. but, as J ha^J 
already said, no decision has yet been taken so^ far as the provisions ih» 
wiU be embemied in the Act. 
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Co.op0r4Bv6 land aaloniiation Mhama far titm ax-aarviaainan of iangai. 

52. Khan ftahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HA^UE (on bahaif of Mr. 
Iltir Ahmad): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bepartihent 
of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state, if any co-operati'V^ land 
Colonisation scheme for the benefit of the ex-servicemen of Bengal has 
been prepared and put into action in Bengal by the Government of Bengal? 

j (h) Has the scheme for the resettlement of 10,000 ex-service personnel 
bn 2 lakh acres of reclaimed waste land, as mentioned on page 28 of the 
povernm»t of BengaFs Post-War Reconstruction Plan, published in 1946, 
fceu put into operation P 

I (c) If BO, when and where? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND and LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman): (a) Government have 
?iven further consideration to the matter and a revised scheme is under 
preparation. 

(6) Ifo. A Bill for the acquisition of waste lands for the purpose will be 
introduced in this session. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR. Sir, I have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Mazumdar, I have refused consent to your 
idjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I know tlie reason P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ye.s, I will state that. First of all it is a continuing 
■rievance and the situation has not changed. You should have sent the 
otice of adjournment motion on the opening day of the session. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR^ Sir, may I be permitted to explain why 
did not send the notice on the opening day. I wanted to give the 
fovernment sufficient time to bring about some sort of settlement oetween 
he workers and the Tramway Company. I wanted to give 3 weeks’ time. 
*ow, we have come to the conclusion that Government have failed to take 
ae necessary steps to bring about settlement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But today is the 24th day of the strike. You could 
ave sent the notice earlier. However, I am not prepared to discuss the 
latter further. 

r SINGH NAHAR: May we hear sometliing from the 

ion ble Minister concerned? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does the Hon ’ble Minister propose to make any 
^tement regarding this matter? 

Tin Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: No, Sir. 


Prccciitatioii of Soicot OommIttM Reports. 


PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, will you present your Select 
ommittee reports? 


r.J!**^-iJ*^** AHMED; Sir, I beg to present the report of the Select 
omnuttee on the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947, acd 
pennission, I also beg to ipresent the report of^the Select 
on the Bebgal Moslem Marnage Extravagant and Superfluous 
^Penditure Regulation Bill, 1947. 
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Mr* PRiSIDENTs I could not hear you, Mr. Nnr Ahmed. Have t( 
made the motions reg|rding the presentation of the reports of the Sele 
Committee on, (1) t& Bengal Muslim Marriage Expenditure Eegulatic 
Bill, 1947, and (2) the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947 

llr« NUR AHMED S Yes, Sir. May I have your permission also 
move a very formal motion for extension of time to submit the report 1 
the Select Committee on my ^ Bill, the Eastern Bengal and Assam 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are you moving, Mr. Nur Ahmed? Let u 
now take up Non-official Resolutions. Yes, Mr. Mahalanobish. " 


Non-offioial Raaolutions. 

Mf, NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Mr. President, Sir, c 
13th September last, when I was moving this resolution, I was going 
cite certain recent instances illustrating the mischievous effect of tl 
combination of these two functions, executive and judicial, but ^efore 
proceed to do that, I would, with your leave, Sir, like to state how the 
functions came to be combined and what steps were taken to separate the 
and with what result. 

As I said, the question of separation of judicial from executive fun 
tions of officers is as old as British rule in India. It may not be out i 
place to have a historical retrospect of this vet’y important questio: 
After grant of Dewani to East India Company in 17^0 A.D. administr 
tion of criminal justice was left in the hands of Mohammedan office 
appointed by the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 

in April, 1781, some powers with respect to administration of crimin; 
justice regarding some heinous offences were transferred to the Judges i 
Civil Court. 

Union of the office of Judge, Magistrate and Collector was introduct 
for the first time in 1787, in nursuanee of the instructions of the Court i 
Directors brought out by Lora Cornwulli!^ at the time of his appointmen 

After a short experience of the functioning of this system, Loi 
Cornwallis was satisfied that the result of this system would be to sacrifii 
the administration of justice to the supposed fiscal interest of the Goven 
ment. 

He, therefore decided to vest the duties of collection of revenue ar 
administration of justice in separate officers. He accordingly abolishe 
the Mai Adalat (Revenue Court) and withdrew from Collectors of Reveni 
all judicial powers. 

In Regulation II of 1793 (passed in Lord Cornwallis' time), it wi 
pointed out in clear and unequivocal language that the combination ( 
these two functions was extremely undesiralde. So in 1793, Collecto 
were deprived of all judicial pd^'ers and the duties of Judge and Magistra 
were united in the same pervson. This continued till 1821. 

In 1821 Regulation IV of 1821 was passed empowering the Governo 
General in Council to invest Collector with magisterial powers an 
Magistrates with the powers of Collector. 

In 1831, by Regulation VII of 1831, powers were taken to invest tl 
Zilla or City Judges with full powers to conduct the duties of Sessioi 
Judges. 

In 1837, Lord Auckland procured the sanction of the Court t 
Directors to the separattbn of the two offices which were gradually effects 
in the course of the neit eight years. 

In 1858, the offices of CoUecioi* and Magistrate #ere again united as 
temporary measure. 
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In the Meantime in 1889, a Comsuttee was appointed to draw np a 
icheme for Ihe more efBcient organisation of the Popoe. 

That Ooihmittee pointed out in forceful language the extreme nn- 
esirabili^ of combining the duties of Judge, Sherif, Justice the 
*eace and Constable in the same person. Su^ combination was charac* 
prised as absurd as well as mischieTous. It was pointed out that the 
fagistrate ought to have no previous knowledge of a matter with which 
,e had to deal judicially. 

jt was said that the union of Magistrate with Collector has been 

[ tigmatized as incompatible, but the combination of thief-catcher with judge 
surely more anomalous in theory and more mischievous in practice. 
So long as it lasts”, it was said, “the public confidence in our criminal 
ibunal must always be liable to injurv and the nuthorit>^ of justice 
Itself must often be abused and misapplied and the power of appeal is 
lot a sufficient remedy — the danger to justice under such circumstances, 
8 not in a few cases nor in any proportion of cases, but in every case. 
Lfter all, the Magistrate is constable, prosecutor and judge”. 

In 1854, Mr. C. Beadon, the. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
n a letter to the Government of India pointed out the desirability of the 
eparation of the executive from judicial function. Mr. J. P. Grant, 
lember of Council of the Governor-General, recorded a minute to the 
ffect that the combination of the duties of the Superintendent of Police, 
*ublic Prosecutor and Criminal Judge was objectionable in principle and 
hat the Government ought to dissever as soon as possible the functions 
f Criminal Judge from those of thief-catcher and Public Prosecutor now 
oinbined in the office of the Magistrate. 

In 1856, the Court of Directors of the East India Company reiterated 
he same views and stated that the management of the police of each 
istrict should be taken out of the bands of the Magistrate. 

In 1857, that eminent Judge Sir Barnes agreed with this view: 

“In which way is crime more certainly discovered, proved and punished 
nd innocence more certainly protected — when two men are occupied 
ach as a thief-catcher, prosecutor and judge or when one is eugagea ua 
hief -catcher and prosecutor and the other as a judge”. 

He observed further : 

“If the combination theory were acted upon in reality, if an officer, 
fter bribing spies, endeavouring to corrupt accomplices, laying himself 
ut to hear, what every tell-tale has to say, and putting his wits to the 
tmost stretch, for weeks, perhaps, in order to beat his adversary in the 
ame of detection, were then to sit down gravely us u judge, and were to 
rofess to try dispassionately upon the evidence given in court, the ques- 
lon of whether he or his aaver8ar>' had w^on the game — I am well con- 
inced that one or two cases of the sort would excite as much indignation 
8 would save me the necessitj* of all argument a priori against the 
bination theory”. 

Sir, these are the words of one of the most experienced and responsible 
nglish officials and not of an agitator or irresponsible critic. 

In 1860, a Commission was appointed to enquire into the organisation 
J the Police. This Commission reported that as a rule, there should be 
severance of Executive Police from Judicial authorities and the 
mcial who may be in any way connected with the prosecution of any 
‘ffence or the collection of any evidence should never sit in judgment. 

This recommendation was accepted by. the Government of India. It 
j^tnen suggested that the comhinaticrn of these functions wMa & tempo- 
^ measure. 
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During diwuMions on the Police Act, Sir .Barnes Peacock, Vice- 
President of the Council, states that he was always of opinion that “a full 
and complete separation ought to be made between the two functions^’. 

In 1867, the then officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Mr. 
H. L. Danapier observed as follows: — 

“I am convinced that the only true and lasting solution of the difficulty 
is a complete separation of judicial and executive duties”. 

Similar views were expressed by a host of other eminent officials, so 
long back as 1867-69, of whom the following may be mentioned : — 

Hon'ble Ashley Eden, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Mr. (afterwards Sir and Lt.-Governor of Bengal) Rivers Thompson, 

C.8., 

Mr. (afterwards Sir) H. S. Maine, the then Law Member of the 
Government of India, and 

Sir William Makkbey, a Judge of the Calcutta High Court. 

The much-wished-for separation was about to be realised at the time 
of the enactment of the Criminal Procedure Code of 1872, but Sir Fitz 
James Stephen, who happened to be ruling over the legislative destinies 
of India at the time turned down the idea on the ground that under the 
circumstances of British India, the system must continue and that the 
maintenance of the influence and powers of District Officers is essential 
to the maintenance of British Rule in India and that any diminution in 
their influence and authority over the natives would be dearly purchased 
even by an improvement in the administration of justice. He talked 
about prestige and dignity of the District Officer which was likely to be 
jeoparaised. 

Sir Fitz James Stephen did a great disservice to his own country by 
thus shelving a great reform of the administration of justice and thereby 
engendering a growing distrust in the administration of Criminal Justice 
in India. The matter was taken up by the Congress and other eminent 
public men of the time, including Mr. Monmohun Ghosh, one of the 
greatest criminal lawyyer of the time, and he demonstrated the evils of 
the system by citing concrete cases. Mr. Ramesh Chandra Dutta, i.c.s., 
published a scheme in 1893, showing how this could be done without 
mu('h additional expenses. In a debate on the subject which took place 
in the House of l^ords, on May 8, 1893, Lord Kemberley, the then 
Secretary of State for India in Council aud his predecessor Lord Cross 
flhowied their approval of the principle in no ambiguous terms. It wsfB 
then said that tneir separation would result in vast good to the counfry. 
Lord Duft'erin, the Viceroy, accepted it as (h)unsel of Perfection. The 
Indian National Congress started the movement for separation and resolu- 
tions ill support of it were passed in every year, since 1886-189() 
during the Goveriimeut to effect it without further delay. In later year? 
also a scheme of seperntion has been laid before the Congress. This 
movement, the then Viceroy Lord Lansdowne declared as a perfectly 
legitimate movement. 

Ultimately in 1899, a memorial was submitted by a number of 
distinguished Anglo-Indian Judges and Administrators to the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, headed by Lord Hobhouses, Sir Richard 
Garth, Sir Richard Couch, Sir Charles Sargent, Sir William Markbey. 
Sir John Budd Phear, Sir John Scott, Sir William Welderburn. 
Questions were often asked in Parliament and Legislative Councils in 
India. Reply was vague ^nd indefinite — ^vague promises of reform were 
held out, but the matte^ was not taken up seriously. In 1908, Sir 
Harvey Adamson, the then Home Member, in his budget speech 
delivered on 27th March promised to effect a separation of judicial and 
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£xeciitit» auues in Benj^al and East Bengal and formulated a si^eme 
for the jniurpose — a cautious scheme after all* He said ^^the inevitable 
result or Ihe present system is that criminal trials affecting the general 
peace of the district, are not conducted in that atmosphere of cool 
impartiality which should pervade a court of justice. Nor does this 
completely define the evil, which lies not so much in what is done, as 
vhat may be suspected to be done, for it is not enough that the administra- 
tion of justice should be pure, it can never be the bed rock of our rules 
unless it is also above suspicion**. 

The main objection hitherto put forward was that the District 
Magistrate cannot be deprived of his judicial power without loss of 
prestige and influence over the people. Prestige and influence cannot 
be acquired by under-hand and doubtful means. The prestige and 
influence that they suppose they possess is no real prestige or real 
influence, but it is what is acquired by tyrants — subnii.ssion to fear. No 
District Officer can properly claim any respect or regard from the people 
but people fear him, because he has the power to do mischief. 

The type of prestige and influence which they claim must disappear 
from the minds of our people and the sooner it does the better. In 
dealing with the ouestion of prestige, Sir Harvey Adamson, the then 
Home Member, in iiis speech said — 

“Can any Government be strong where administration of justice is 
not entirely above suspicion ? The answer must be in the negative. The 
combinations of functions is a direct weakening of the prestige of the 
executive.*’ He then said that the Government had decided to advance 
cautiously and tentatively towards the separation of judicial and epcutive 
functions in India. He formulated a scheme, but it never materialised. 

In recent times, Lord Reading, the then Viceroy, hml proclaimed that 
he would effect the much-needed .separation of judicial from executive 
functions, but ultimately failed to do anything. 

Numerous cases, many of them reported in Law Reports, may be 
cited illustrative of the baneful cfl'cct of the combination of the judicial 
iiiid executive functions and perhaps most — if not all — of the honourable 
members have got first-hand knowledge and information about the abu.se 
of these powers. It is unnecessary to cite a large number of cases to 
illustrate this and 1 would content myself in citing only 2 or d cases. 

The first case is known as the M>miensingh case of 1(S92, where a 
District Magistrate was so puffed up with pride and power that he could 
not tolerate the ]>osition, wealth and influence of a Maharaja, a resident 
of the town. He tried his level best to cancel his membership of the 
District Board by executive methods, but failed. Later when the 
Maharaja was extending the compound of his palace by building compound 
walls, the municipal overseer thought that there w^as some 
encroachment on municipal drains. The Maharaja tried to settle amicably 
and offered to the municipality to make a pucca drain, but it was found 
that there was delay in making the drain. The District Magistrate 
ordered his prosecution under municipal bylaw and other sections of the 
Indian Penal Code and made over the case to a Magistrate under him 
with the necessary instruction. Counsels came from Calcutta to defend 
the Maharaja who tried in vain to settle the matter amicably, the 
District Magistrate refused to settle. Under his instructions (as the 
District Magistrate himself admitted — that the trying Magistrate was 
his “post office and conduit pipe”), the trying Magistrate was to feet. 
He openly used to take instructions from the District Magistrate with 
regard to" the case. And during the trial, the trying Magistrate forced 
the Maharaja to appear personally and in spite of request by Counsel 
not onl^ was" not allowed a seat by his Counsel, but forced to stand in 
the dock. Not being satisfied with this indignity and humiliation to the 
Haharaja, under orders of the Magistrate one under-trial prisoner 
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charged with theft was brought in the same dock by the side of 
Ma^raja to receive his sentence. This was done obviously with a view 
to further humili%te him. 

As can be easily imagined the conduit pipe Magistrate convicted him 
of nuisance and acquitted him of the charge of encroachment and sentenced 
to a fine of Es. 500 or 20 days* simple imprisonment in default. 

When there was an appeal before Sessions Judge, the said Magistrate 
wrote a letter to the Sessions Judge in support of the conviction, but 
ultimately the Maharaja was a^uitted. 

This indignity, this humiliation, this harassment to the Maharaja 
could never have happened, if the District Magistrate had not used the 
trying Magistrate as his conduit pipe and if there was a judicial officer to 
try the case, who could function independently of the District Magistrate, 
the prosecutor. 

The next case, I would cite is the case of late Sir, then Mr .Surendra 
Nath Banerjee, subsequently a Minister of the Government of Bengal. 

The facts of this case may be recalled by many of the honourable 
members, who have seen the glorious days of first mass movement in this 
country in which Bengal took the lead. I mean the anti-partition move- 
ment. In 1906, there was arranged a Bengal Provincial Conference at 
Barisal on 14th and 15th April. Mr. A. Rasul, the well-known Barrister, 
was the President-elect. A large number of delegates including Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Bose, an eminent Solicitor of the Calcutta High Court, 
the well-known patriot, Babu Aswini Kumar Dutta, the renowned 
journalist and editor, “Amrita Bazar Patrika”, Babu Motilal Ghosh and 
several other distinguished leaders attended the conference as delegates. 

At Barisal, when the President-elect was being taken in procession, the 
police headed by the Police Superintendent started indiscriminate assault 
on the processionists upon which Mr. S. N. Banerjee protested and he was 
immediately put under arrest and produced before the District Magistrate 
who at the time was famous — I would say notorious — for his anti-Bengali 
feeling. 

Babu Aswini Kumar Datta and other gentlemen also accompanied 
Mr. Banerjee, but they were immediately asked by the District Magistrate 
to get out in these words : 

“Get away, you are not properly dressed and would be insulted — you 
have not yugris on”; they returned, 

Mr. S. N. Banerjee was going to take a chair when the District 
Magistrate shouted in an insmting and offensive tone — “stand up — you 
are a prisoner”, 

Mr. S. N. Banerjee protested against the Magistrate’s remark as one 
that ou^ht not to have come from the Court — the Magistrate said in a 
loud voice “keep quiet — this is contempt of Court and I shall draw up 
contempt proceedings against you’*. 

And immediately after he wrote something and told Mr. Banerjee 
“ you are fined Rs. 200 for contempt of Court” and immediatelv after 
Mr. Banerjee was asked to show cause why he should not be boun^ down 
under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, and at once the order was 
made absolute and he was asked to find surety to keep the peace — Mr. S. N. 
Banerjee protested that he could not do so bv an executive order, but that 
a judicial enquiry was necessary — and nothing more was done and the 
matter rested there. 

The oonyiction for contemjut of Court was set aside by the High Court 
holding it illegal and it observed that the record was tampered with bv 
the Magistrate by adding something later on. No Magistrate, the High 
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Court 8li|, caa add to or alter the proceediags or judraent after they are^ 
gilf&ed. fais is another instance, how we are treated under the present 

system. i 

In connection with the said incident in which the Police assaulted 
seTeral lelegates, a criminal char|re of assault was brought by some of the 
injured delegates against the Police Superintendent and others. 

The Senior Deputy Magistrate received the complaint, but refused to 
issue process or pass any order as required by law and was led to pass on 
tbe complaint to the District Magistrate as he said he had orders to do so» 
In spite of strong protest by counsel on behalf of the complainants the 
records were sent to the said District Magistrate. The Senior Magistrate 
shamelessly said in open Court : 

“My duty is of a clerical nature. That is what I have been ordered 
to do in this matter. My hands are not quite free. 

Shortly after the District Magistrate's order was received “Complaints* 
dismissed and struck off". 

Needless to say that the order was set aside by the High Court and the 
case sent back to be dealt with according to law. The Deputy Magistrate 
again dismissed the case. That was in 1906, and we are now in 1947 — 40 
years' after — the same system is still creating disgust amongst all right- 
thinking people, but Government is carrying on in the same way 
indifferent to the mischief and tyranny that is going on all round owing 
to the combination of these functions. The hatred and distrust that haa 
grown against the Government is in no small measure due to this system. 

It is needless to cite recent instances which are so numerous and so 
sickening that people have become callous about it and take it; lying 
down as their Kismat under this system. The case of a Superintendent 
of Police is still fresh in the minds of honourable memlwrs and recent 
instances of executive interference with the course of justice in which a 
Minister of Bengal Government was involved is fresh in our minds and 
I do not propose to detail those incidents. 

These powers give opportunity to the officers to either extort bribe or 
subscriptions in aid of Government schemes with the connivance of high 
officials only to further their own official prospects. 

Apart from that, the disturbance caused by multifarious works of 
Magistrates — during the trial of cases — cannot be conducive to a fair trial 
and every Magistrate thinks that the judicial part of the work is of very 
little importance. 

Even conscientious officers, their number though is extremely, limited, 
who would try their best to do justice, ultimately cannot keep their 
conscience and independence, as at every step, the Police has the right, if 
not in law, but in practice to ask and do ask for explanations and the 
Magistrates have to submit explanations for their judicial orders at the 
behest 6f the Police Prosecutors and Executive superiors. 

This is a system which should never hare come into existence, and if 
allowed to exist in the beginning of British rule must have been abolished 
hundred years ago. But now combination of this system has become a 
public scandal of the first magnitude. But our misfortune is that in spite 
of so-called provincial autonomy working all these years our Ministera 
have not yet done anything to effect this much-needed reform. 

I cannot believe there is anybody in this House who would like thia 
^micious sysiem to continue any longer and let us therefore demand ita 
discontinuance by this Besolution and fress upon the Government to act 
according to it. 
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A« for practical dcheme for effecting the separation, I may draw the 
-attention of the Bfouse to the schemes drawn np by— 

(1) The late Mr. Bamesh Chandra Dutta in 1893, 

(2) Mr. C. W. Bulten in 1900, 

(3) Sir Harrey Adamson in 1908, 

(4) Jiate Mr. P. C. Mitra in 1913. 

All these were very cautioua? and halting schemes, but Government for 
-one reason or another did not or could not adopt them. 

The matter was again brought before the old Legislative Council in 
1921 by a Resolution which ran thus: 

“This Council recommends to Government that early steps be taken 
for the total separation of the judicial from the executive functions in the 
administration of the Presidency’'. 

This resolution was passed on the 5th April, 1921, and Government by 
Resolution No. 6257, dated the 19th August, 1921, appointed a Committee 
to formulate a practical working scheme for the total separation of the 
judicial from the executive. 

The Committee consisted of the following members: — 

Mr. Justice W. E. Greaves, Bar.-at-Law, 

Mr. F. C. French, r.s.i., i.r.s.. 

Sir Ashutosh Choudhury, Kt., m.l.c., 

Dr. A. S. Suhrawardy, m.l.c., 

Baja Manmatha Nath Boy Choudhury of Santosh, m.l.c., and 

Mr. G .Morgan, m.l.c. 

We find that Mr. Morgan is still an active member of the House 
■destined to listen to and take part in the discussion of the same matter 
after 25 years. The matter remains in the same position as he found in 
1921. 

That Committee gave a very detailed and valuable scheme. The cost 
scheme estimated by them was Rs. 4, 48, (>50 non-recurring and- Rs. 1,53,000 
re(*urriu|^, the principle having already been accepted by the Bengal 
Legislative Council long ago. Practically everything is ready and 
Government can adopt one of these schemes and start the separation of the 
judicial and executive functions without any further delay. With these 
remarks 1 commend my resolution to the acceptance of the House and hope 
that the House will unanimously adopt it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Re.solufion moved that this Council is of opinion 
that the administration of civil and criminal justice should be carried 
on by judicial officers and not by executive officers and there should be a 
complete separation of judicial from executive functions of officers at an 
♦early date. 

Mr. C. MORGAN. Mr. President, in view of the fact that my honour- 
able friend has mentioned my name in connection with the Committee 
called the Greaves Committee, of which I was a member, I may state that 
we went into the subject very carefully and anybody who wants to know 
the details can get fiold of a copy of the report and read it for himself. I 
have no other option, but to support the resolution before the House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, 1 rise to support ‘the principle underlying 
this most important resolution. Sir, this question of separation of 
judicial from executive functions has been agitating the mind of Indians 
Irom the year 1893. In'^ this agitation the Congress has taken 
4all along a very keen part "and has been pressing this most important 
reform in the judicial system of India. Sir, this is a question which 1 
think should be supported by all members. It is necessary that a 
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Kagi«^te wko tries a case should be immune from any outside influence 
and Aould be impartial and should not be directly or indirectly under 
the influence of some body who will reflate his promotion or his future 
prospects. I do not like to repeat the nistory of the question which has 
been so ably narrated by the mover of the resolution. I would only like 
to touch one or two points im the resolution. I find from the 
resolution tabled in this House that along with the expression criminal 
justice, the word ‘^civir* also occurs, for, as regards the administration 
of civil justice, it is a known fact that administration of civil justice is 
now quite separate from the administration of criminal justice and all 
civil cases are tried by judicial officers. So I fail to understand as to why 
this word “civil” has been added to the resolution. 

As regards administration of criminal justice, Bengal has taken a 
great step in this direction. The Government of Bengal have already 
appointed some Munsiff-Magistrates, who try criminal eases. Important 
criminal cases or sessions cases are tried by District Judges, Assistaht 
District Judges or Subordinate Judges. But, Sir, whenever this ques- 
tion has been raised the question of additional expenditure has 
come into stand in the way of effecting this most 'important remAi. 
This question can be settled in my opinion very easily, if the right 
method is adopted. Now, every Magistrate hears appeals from the 
decisions of second class and third class Magistrates; tnis can be easily 
tranbferred or delegated to Assistant District Judges or District Judges 
and, if necesspy, in some cases, by Munsif-Magistrates and in that 
<‘086 the District Magistrate will be shown of all his duties as a Judge. 
In case of Subdi visional Magistrate in some cases in Bengal an experiment 
was made by appointment of Munsif-Magistrate as Subdivisional 
Magistrate, but in that case also that function has not been separated. 
My suggestion is that these Munsif-Magistrates mav be appointed as Judge 
for trying criminal cases and the function whicli is now performed bv 
the Subdivisional Magistrate as a Judge should be given to the Munsif- 
Magistrates and other Deputy Magistrates and Subdivisional Magistrates 
who try the.se cases can be placed under the control of High Court Judges 
and they may not be dependant and under the (‘ontrol oi the Provincial 
Goveriimeut. In this way without much expenditure the desired reform 
may be effected in Bengal. I strongly support the primdple underlying 
this resolution. I think it is desirable that the judiciary who try cases 
should command respect from all and there should be no complaint in 
regard to any case. To make that it is necessary that the function of a 
Judge and of an executive officer should be separated as early as possible. 
When the Congress Government came into power in 1939, it was hoped 
that this reform would be carried out, but to our great disappoinlment 
all those who accepted this policy said that this matter ahoula be post- 
poned on grounds of expenditure. I now find that some of the 
Congress Government have already taken up this question, such as, 
Madras, Bihar and other provinces. I hope the Government of Bengal 
which has gone too far already in this matter should complete the 
separation of the judiciary from the executive. AVith these few words I 
give my qualified support to this resolution. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBtflHs Ma;yr I draw your 
attention that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Judicial is not present 
in the House, when an important subject like this of his department is 
being discussed. 

TJw Hon’bto Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the subject does not, strictly 
speaking, come under Judicial, it concerns the General Administration 
and comes under the Chief Minister’s Department. 

Mr. AIDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: €)o you mean it comes under the 
Chief Minister's Department alone? 
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Tin HlNl’Mt tiff MOHAMMED ALi: No, it is a matter concerning the 
General Administration. The question of civil judiciary does not actoally 
arise. It is criminal judiciary which is to be separated and which is 
being pressed for. 

Mr# tULTANUDDIN AHMEOs Sir, the statement just now made by 
Die Hon'ble Minister is not correct. The powers to try cases are granted 
by the Judicial Department and they are not granted by the Chief 
Minister’s Department, so these ^Magistrates who try these cases are 
directly concerned with the Judicial Minister first and then for administra- 
tive purposes it may concern the General Administration. 

The H0fl*Me Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Primarily it is concerned with 
the General Administration. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to support the resolution 
moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Mohalanobish, regarding the 
Mparation of the judiciary from the executive. I think in the best 
interests of the country this should be given effect to as early as possible 
o^g^rise the communal whims and jobbery that are going on cannot be 

The HOII*bl6 Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Mr. President, Sir, the question 
of the separation of the judiciary from the executive has been a very 
controversial subject for the last 90 years. It is really appropriate lhat 
in the present political context, this subject should come to the fore, 
because we are now on the threshhold of a new constitutional era and a 
new constitution will emerge no doubt. But we do not know what that 
constitution will be and we do not know’ also what will be the future 
set up of the Governmental machinery. Therefore the Government is 
unable to accept the resolution in full. Bec’uuse the resolution w'ants 
that the separation should be given effect to at once. So far as the 

3 ue8tion oi separation i.s concerned, Government wdll certiiinly give 
ue consideration to the opinion expressed in this House by members 
when the whole question of the revision of Governmental machinery 
will be taken up. But honourable members of this House are aware that 
there is now a gradual and partial separation of the judiciary from the 
executive (Mr. Abdull.\-al-Mahmud : No, no). Sir, the District 
Officers have now multifarious works in connection with the development 
and other scheme of rehabilitation and Government are now utilising the 
services of Lawyer-Magistrates and Munsif-Magistrates. These Lawyer- 
Magistrates are recruited from the Bar and they have no connection with 
tbe General Administration of the districts. They are only concerned with 
the trial of criminal cases. They are *at once given first class 
powers because of their experience in legal matters, and they are entrusted 
with the trial of criminal cases. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: That is not true. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. If you go on interrupting the 
Hon’ble Minister in this way, it is not pos.sihle for him to reply to all the 
points. 

Mr. ABDULLA*AL*MAHMUD: He is not stating facts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must allow him to have his say. 

Tlld Hotl’bid Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member must 
patiently hear me first and it wrould be up to him to say afterwards that 
what I was saying was not correct. Now, Sir, I was trying to impress 
Upon the Houii^ that these Dlwyer-Magistrates are entrusted with the 
tmng of criminal .cases and they have no work regarding the general 
aaministration of the district or aii|r other general administration work. 
It is true that they are under the conkoi and dkeipline of the Dietriot 
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Magidll^te who is responsible for the general administration of the district. 

In ^at view of the matter, it may be said that there is not 
complato separation of the judiciary from the executive, because the 
District Officer is responsible not only for the running of administration 
of the district, but also he is in charge of the Magistrate, who try cases 
that are brought up for trial. Nevertheless, there is partial separation 
in the sense that previously trying Magistrates used to do administrative 
work. They were then in charge of law and order and used to try cases 
for infringement of any section of the law. But now after the appoint- 
ment of Lawyer-Magistrates there is partial separation. Also 
Munsifs who used to try civil cases, they have been empowered under 
the Criminal Law to try criminal cases and thus Munsif-Magistrates are 
judicial officers of Government who have nothing to do with the general 
administration. In that view of the matter also there is partial separa- 
tion but 1 admit that there is not complete separation of the 
judiciary from the executive, as is desirable and therefore, I would like 
to state on behalf of the Government that this matter is engaging the 
attention of the Government and they will certainly give due weightaga 
to the opinions expressed by the members of this House, but I only'^i^ 
to say that Government are unable to give any immediate effect "to^me 
question of separation of the judiciary and the executive in view of the 
fact that Government machinery at present is wholly occupied with 
de^lopment schemes and plans and that Government do not know what 
the future setup of Governmental machinery will be and Government are 
also not fully aware what the future constitution of this province will be. 
Therefore in that view of the matter this question of separation of 
judiciary from the executive cannot be taken up immediately. But 
inasmucn as Government’s attention has been drawn to it, Government 
would like to implement the views of this House as soon as it is possible 
for Government to do so, but only after there is general revision in 
Governmental machinery and there is change in the constitution. With ^ 
these words though I accept the principle enunciated in the resolution, I 
am afraid we cannot accept the resolution, because it states that immediate 
effect is to be given to this question of separation. 


Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The Hon’ble Minister wanted 
to say that there was a virtual separation of the two already (the Hon'ble 
Mr. aIohammed Ali : I did not say so). At least he said that there was 
some kind of separation already. X am not committing myself to either 
view; my views are quite different and I am not prepared to give my 
views on the subject. I have got up only on a< point of explanation. 
There is no separation of the judiciary from the executive at the present 
moment; it is a fact, because the question of who controls the district 
crops up here; certainly the District Magistrate, who is the administra- 
tive head of the district controls everyone woh does criminal 
work whether he is a Munsiff or he is a Lawyer-Magistrate — what is the 
source of recruitment is immaterial to the subject at issue — and he is 
under the control of the administrative head and the latter has the tower 
to retain him dr to report against the former that he snould 
not continue. The subject is a complicated one and I would request 
that the Hon’ble Minister and tbe Cabinet should give deep consideration 
to this thing. It is a verj’ important question, but it cannot be given 
effect to immediately without ascertaining the opinion of the country, not 
the opinion of this House alone, and the many points involved in it. 

Mr. PiUESIDENT: Mr. Mahalanobish, you have the right of reply, 
^r. Lalit Cbandra Das rose to speak.) Why should you speak now, 
Mr. DasP You did not get up at proper time when this important 

matter was being discussed. There ample opportunity for you to get 

and if you had drawn my attention, I would have allowed you to speak* 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is only to meet some of the pointe 
that I have got up, Sir. 

PRE8IDEMT! Now is not the time, Mr. Das. Yes, Mr. 
Mahalanobisb. 

Mr. NAGENORA NATH MAHAIrANOBISH: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
wanted to postpone this matter till be sees what the new constitution is 
like. Now, I for a moment cani^t at all understand what this question 
has to do with the new constitution. That constitution may come in two 
years or hve years or ten years later or may not come at all. That has 
got nothing to do with an urgent reform in this branch, for which I 
am now contending. As we all know there is a great deal of difficulty 
that we are experiencing in the matter of the Constituent Assembly and 
to have the Constitution through the Constituent Assembly or through 
the Brtish Parliament and then to have a Constitution of this particular 
province and then to consider whether there should be a separation of 
judicial and executive functions will take a very very long time and one 
does not know whether\ the particular Government then on the saddle 
reasonable enough to have a separation of the executive from the 
jhdiciary for which we are now moving this resolution. I submit that 
it is an extremely lame excuse which the Hon’ble Minister has put 
forward as a ground for delaying this matter. Now, the Hon’ble 
Minister has said that the Government are occupied with so much ani! so 
many important matters that they cannot look into the matter so early 
and takes exception to the resolution, because it says that “early” steps 
be taken. I have perhaps shown that this matter has been agitating the 
minds of the people of this province as well as the mind of Government 
for over a century and that after all sorts of discussion and all sorts of 
consideration of the })oint.s of view of the Governinent, of the people of 
the provin^ce und that of the Judges and Magistrates, ultimately in 
1921, the Bengal Legislative Council had decided to accept the principle 
and the only thing they w'anted to have was a proper workable scheme. 
That scheme was made and it was reported to the Government — that 
must be in the archives of Government, no donbt, — and there is very little 
to be considered anew. If there is any point of view which the Hon’ble 
Minister wants to place before the House for which all these 

considerations which w'ere given by successive Governments to this 
^estion have been set at naught or is going to be revised now, the 
Hon’ble Minister is perfectly welcome to say before this House as to 
what are the present circumstances which debar the Government from 
accepting the principle that was acceptable to the Government of Bengal 
in 1921. Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister was trying to give some 

consolation to us by saying that “we have already given effect to some 
partial separation*^. (Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud ; We do not admit 

this.) Certainly, we do not admit this nor should any one do so. What 

has oeen done is not fit to be called separation of the two functions. Sir, 
who are the Lawyer- Magistrates? 1 know many of them; they are 
woriA than your Magistrates, because you have |fot them as temporary 
Magistrates and they do not know when they will be called off. The 
District Magistrate will just write a confidential against them and say 
“these officers are no gwd, his acquittals are more than they ought to 
be”. The District Magistrate does not care to know tbe law or judge 
any cose on its merits; he only goes by the percentage of acquittal or 
conviction and whenever any poor Magistrate has a goodly number of 
oases of ac^quittal, then woe to him and a confidential letter is issued 
against him by the District Magistrate. Therefore, either you should 
appoint these Lawyer-MagistfUtes permanently or should sack them 
b^use it is all the more pernicious to have such officers in the judicial 
service who are anxious to have theif own skin saved. (The Hon’ble Mr, 
MoBAicifXD Au: Sir, it is doing great injustice to a gallant band of 



l94r.l'f NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. IST 

officerB.) Well, Sir, the Hon'ble Minister has never attended a law 

court and if he had, he would not have felt like that. I belong to the 

legal profession, Sir, and have great respect for the Lawyers, but still 
I am* constrained to say that that is the position in the mofussil, and 
hating regard to this practice, I think I am justified in making these 
remarKS. So far as the Munsiff-Magistrates are concerned they are always 
entirely under the control of the District Magistrate and District 
ifagistrates’ whims are sometimes reflected in the judgments and order® 
of tnese Magistrates. (Mr. Hamidul Huq CuowDurKY : Only in criminal 
cases and not in civil.) Yes, Munsiff-Magistrates, w^hen they sit aa 
Magistrates they are called Magistrates, but when they are taken off from 
criminal work they are regarded as civil. They should not be taken 

away in this way from criminal work. I want to say to the House 

that there is, therefore, no partial separation. It was not. Take it in 
that light and frankly admit it. But to say that w’e have got partial 
separation in the way in w^hich you say, is, I say, regrettable. 

Then, I submit, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister said that this was engaging 
the attention of the Government. I submit that Government 
have BO many things under consideration, as the Hon’ble Minister hinisell, 
has already said, that the expression “engaging the attention of Govern* 
ment” has almost become meaningless and w'e do not take it as of any 
serious import. It simply means shelving the matler and nothing more. 
It ijl^ only those who have come in contact with administration of justice 
can feel what a scandal, it is to have in the twentieth century judicial 
and executive functioning together. Everybody connected wuth law and 
justice know’s that now’ a days legislation is left to the executive. You 
just enact a law with a few sections and leave everything to be decided 
by rules and rules are framed by executives and the Magistrate and his 
siibordinates are to carry them out. This is simply arbitrary. In many 
civilised countries the method of ruling by rules is being 
abandoned and it is a very pernicious system. But w’e find here in Bengeu 
that we are not only having no separation of the executive and the 
judiciary, but we are having day by day every law administered by the 
executives and ludicial functions are more and more being entrusted to • 
Magistrates and executive officers under the rule-making powers of 
Government. Therefore the position has become extremely undesirable 
and it is high time that the Government should without delay undertake 
the separation of these two functions. I submit that the cost is not 
much as the Greaves Committee has showm and everything else is practi- 
cally ready. Therefore the question of delaying this matter any further 
should not be accepted by this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that this Council 
is of opinion that the administration of civil and criminal justice should 
be carried on by judicial officers and not by executive officers and there 
should be a complete separation of judicial from executive functions of 
officers at an early date. 

The motion was put and a division claimed. 

(When the Division Bell ceased ringing.) 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Sir, how can the Hon’ble Minister shout **No” 
when he is not a member of this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT! He can shout but he cannot go into the Division 
Lobby. 

A division was taken with the following result; — 

AYES— ia. 

Mr. 0. E. eiama. I Mr. Q. 4. KMiMfi Haoii. 

Sr. LiHt OiaiMlra Dat. Rtl Miatfiir BralMMira Mtliaii Maltra. 

Mr. Hmmmn Kmmr Dm. I Mr. HarMM MalifaMtr. 
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Mr. Mlw ■tagh Niliw. 
ilr. tlfin Roy* 

Mr. PMIram ll«y. . ' , ^ 
Mr. Nitwitfra Nath MahalanaMih. 
Mr. Oioraa Morgan, O.I.E. 


Mr. tlrindra Klthara Roy ChowdlMify. 
Mr. Miaru Charalra tanyal. j 
Mr. Satith Chandra Son. 

Mr. Satlah Chandra Jana. 

NOEg--S3. 


Mr. AbduMa^l-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. gultaniiddin AhmMl. , 

Ral iahadur Ohirondra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur Byod Abdur Ratid 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Moaiioffl Houain Choudhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. AInJuI Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Choiwdhury. 
Mr. Syod Fazio RabU Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. d. Cohan, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta. 

Ayes being 15 and Noes 23 the 


Mr. 6. M. Bhahoodul Haouo. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Balyod Muaziamuddlfi 
HooaHi. 

Mr. Latafat Hoosaln. 

AlhadJ Yar All Khan. 

Mr. Mobarah All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Utiff. 

Mr. Byod Abdul Majid. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Fathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlosur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Or. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 


motion was lost. 


Mr# LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that this Council is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps 
to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, and the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act of 1919, so as to enable women to be voters 
and members of the institutions set up by these Acts, and recommends 
for the purpose that all women of the age of 21 years or more who are 
literate or whose husbands or fathers or guardians, as the case may be, are 
qualified by these Acts to be voters or members, will be entitled to be 
voters or members thereof. 

Sir, half the population of Bengal is formed by women folk. So* far 
as women are concerned, we know that a very liberal view was taken by 
Parliament and under the Government of India Act, 1935, they have 
been enfranchised. They can really vote now and their representatives 
as a matter of fact are now sitting in the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 
Now, Sir, they were considered fit to be voters to send up representatives 
even to the highest Council that we have got in our province and yet it 
is strange enough, I should say, that they have not been considered fit 
to vote tor persons who are to go to union hoards or to union committees, 
to the local boards or to the district boards. It will be necessary for me 
to point out from the relevant sections of the Local Self-Governing Acts 
how they have been debarred. For this purpose, I would draw your 
attention, Sir, and through you of honourable members of this Souse 
to section 7 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. Therein 
it is stated that every male person of the full age of 21 years and having 
a place of residence within the union, who during the year preceding 
the election has paid a sum of not less than eight annas as cess under the 
Cess Act, 1880, in respect of lands situated wholly or in part in such 
union or during the year immediately preceding such election has been 
assd^sed at and paid a sum of not less than sis. annas for the purpose of 
union rate payaole under the Act, or in the case of a first election under 
this Act, as chaukidari tax, shall be entitled to vote. 

Now, Sir, this is the Qualification of a voter for members of union 
boards. All that is wanted now is to drop the word *‘male*^ appearing 
after the word “may" and just before the word “person" and then 
everything becomes all right. If this section is amended by the removal 
of the word “male" this section would read as follows — Every person of 
the full age of 21 years, and having a place of residence, and so on and 
•0 forth. Then every male becomes a voter. With regard to the female 
my resolution demands that not only does she need to ^ 21 
years of age. but what is more important, she must be literate or her 
nusband or father or guardian, as the ease may be, is qualified by these 
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Alls to 1» voters or members, will be entitled to be voters or members 
These are also the qualifications required of women to Wome 
under the Government of India Act, I93fi. This is one section, 
Then there is another section which requires to be amended in this 
connection and that is section 9 of the Bengal Jjocal Self-Government Act, 
lS8o, the proviso portion of it. In that proviso the description of the 
(jualifications of the voters for members to the local boards has 
been laid down as follow.s — * ‘provided that every male person of the full 
age of twenty-one years, resident witliin the area under the authority 
of a local board, who is qualified in one of the manners following, that is 
to say, is a member of u union t‘ommiltee within such area, has during 
the year immediately preceding suth election paid a sum of not less than 
one rupee on account ot road cess in ivsjieet of lands situated either wholly 
or in part within such area. or been possessed of a clear 

annual im^ome from any source of not less than two hundred and forty 
rupees’’ will be eligible to be v(»ters. In this proviso the only change 
that will be necessary will be the removal of the word “male” appearing 
after the word “every” and the female becomes a voter. It will be 
necessary to have a short change in section M of the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act, in the proviso. In that proviso the wording is exactly 
the same — “every male person” and so on and so forth. Here also, if 
the word “male” is dropped after the word “every” then a w^oman 

becomes a voter. So far as the Bengal Local Self-('iovernment Act of 
18S5, is concerned, it has been amended several times and later there has 
been an amendment also and that se^'iion is required to he amended. 
Here also the word “male” is to go. These are all the alterations required 
in the.se two Acts for the purpose of enfranchising women and 
thus enabling them to be vot(‘rs. I do not understand why this bare 

justice to our women folk should not he done, when once their right has 

been recognised even in respect of the Legislature in our country and 
they ought and should he allowed to vote for candidates for the local and 
district boards and union hoards. There has been great awakening 
amongst the women folk of our country and there will be no dearth of 
ju'operly qualified candidates. As a matter of fact some of the women 
of our country have gone tar ahead of the men. Take for instance Mrs. 
Hi joy Laxmi Pundit and Begum Shah Nawaz. Mrs. Bijoy Laxrai 
Humlit was sent to IT.N.O. as repre.seiitative of India and it was known 
to every one how splendidly she has performed her task to the glory of 
India. Take lor instaiu'e the case of Begum Shaw Nawaz, another 
Indian woman, who toured America on behalf of the Muslim League. 
And then the schools and colleges both in the towns as well as in the 
inofussil are full oi educated women and when the Universities are award- 
ing degrees, we find that the women are competing with the males most 
successfully. So, 1 cannot for a moment think why their claims to be 
j-mfranebised can be disregarded by us. I have no ‘doubt that taking a 
long view of the situation, a proper and reasonable view of the case of 
the women Government of the land will accede to them this right tbia 
<laim, this franchise. . m 


With these words, Sir, I move my resolution. 


, PRESIDENT: Ilesolution moved that this Council is of opinion 
ihat the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps to amend the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, and the Bengal Village Self- 
bovemment Act of 1919, so as to enable women to.be voters and members 
Ik set up by these Acts, and recommends for the purpose 

U k.® j who are literate or whose 

fl^hands or fathers or guardians, as the case may be, are qualified by 
^ese Acts to be voters or members, will be entitled to be voters or 
members thereof. 
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Mr. C. MORGAN: On a point of information, Sir. With regard to the 
wording of the resolution “recommends for the purpose that all women 
of the age of 21 years or more who are literate or whose husbanift or 
fathers or guardians, as the case may be, are qualified by these Acts to 
be voters or members”. Now, will an illiterate woman be a voter if this 
reeolution is accepted? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will th,e honourable member please explain what 
he means by those words in the resolution? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, so far as it obtains in the exercise 
of votes by ladies in case of candidates standing for the Legislatures, the 
women who are illiterate also have been allowed to vote on the qualifica- 
tion of their husbands. So I have worded the resolution like that. But 
I may say that the women will not be generally illiterate. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Sir, I rise in su])port of the motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, there is one word which I could not under- 
stand. You have proposed the minimum age to be 21 years, but you have 
also U8e*d the word guardians. But they will be all majors. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is exactly not a legal expression 
but only ladies of the age of 21 years living in a family. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T cannot follow you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Even if a lady is of 21 veins of age still 
she has to live under some guardian to look after her. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Oh, you mean to .say that they are perpetual minors! 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 rise to support this resolution of any fri(*nd, Mr 
Lalit Clijindra Das. Although I realize that it is a very unreal 
atmosphere after having witnessed the voting on the rescdution just 
preceding, 1. think. Sir, neither our ITon’hle Minister in charge of 
Local Self-(iovcrnment nor any member of this House would he unchival- 
rous enough lo refuse this little fraaehise in these da\s when we are 
shouting for adult franchise in every sphere. The (longress as well as 
the Muslim Taaiguc are in favour of adult franchise and although Mr, 
Das has hardly (lualified the voting by adding guardians even tor w'omen 
of more than 21 years of age, the exjilanation would be, Sir, this in 
this particular (aise : In our country, the women are not economically 
independent and therefore provision has been made in the fiovernment 
of India Act and in other Election Manuals that women whose husbands 
are (jualified to vote may vote even though they are not qualified otloTwise, 
that means by literacy or by means of assessment of their house 
and so on. In iliis case there may be .some women whose husbands are 
dead and wh<» f unnot come in in any other way, but as members of the 
family — these perpetual minors as you have put in properlv — and there- 
fore when the house is asses.sed and a lady is living in that house without 
having any share in that particular house, she being (jver 21 
years of age, she should be considered us under the guardianship of the 
gentleman or the lady who owns the house. In this particular (‘ase she 
will come in as a voter, but the best thing would he, Sir, to introduce 
adult franchise Imth for male and female over 21 years of age and we 
would have the restrictions as has already been envisaged by Mahatma 
(iandlii that those who are over 50 yeairs of age may not ne entitled to Ik‘ 
voters in all cases and many of our old men and women will be then out 
of this unreal atmosphere wd we young people can fight out our own 
©ase here. There are other aspects of the thing, Sir. We have found 
also that in cases where women, when they have ^en given franchise, 
they use it with much better common-sense than perhaps we male folk 
would do and that is a fact. The fact being that in many cases, the male 
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folk ar« guided by other considerations than by considerations of principle 
and hare in this House we saw that in the voting on the 
preceding resolution and if women ij^erabers in this House could also 
have been elected by their own franchise — not by nomination — they would 
have acted jpthejwise than what they have done in the resoluUon on the 
separation of judiciary from the executive, I feel sympathy for all 
women over 21 years of a^e and await the day when they will he voters 
aud take part in the administration of not only this jnuvince, but of the 
local (ouncils and the district boards and the l(M*al boards in this province 
and T think our Hon'ble Minister will accede to this resolution aud tak«* 
necessary stejrs to make the necessary amendments to the Acts suggested 
by the mover, if it is jmssible, even during the (‘urrent session of the 
Council and the Assembly. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: 1 rise to support the resolution 
moved by my friend, Mr. Das. Days have come when women arc coming 
forward to work side by >ide with men. Thev are getting similar 
education as men; they are trained in the same lines us men and it is 
(juite natural that they should claim the same privileges as men have in 
the administration of the land. Th(‘ women of England had to fight for 
the franchise. In Bengal let us not face the same ugly fight. liCt the 
iranehise he extended to them without any fight. Some may say that 
men are now afraid of women. The point is controversial indeed. 
Hut it is high time , that intelligent and able women should be allowed to 
take pait in national work and admini.stration. Women are best suited 
for administration of the departments of ])rimary education, child wolfivre 
and maternity, etc. The (jovernmeiits of Europe and the United State’k 
of America have allowed women inside the administrative mnehi- 
ner> and probably they have nothing to repent for their action. So, 
instead of creating cla.ss antagonism, let us develop class compromise. 
With these words I commend the re.solution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sii. 1 have mv full sympathy 
with the main purpose of the resolution, hut I am afrairl Mr. 
Das wants to make mischief in the sense that he wants to bring friction 
and disputes into the household. I am afraid, I cannot support the 
resolution inasmuch as experience show'> (hat women rarely vote for 
womtMi. In voting, if it is limited to men folk, women have got a cliaiU’e 
to do some work on representative organisations, but it is the 
experience ol many countries that w'omeii voters or hulk of them do rarely 
let urn women. Ther efore, if for nothing else, 1 would rather have the 
I'hance given to women to he members of local bodie.s and the only way 
to have that is to limit the vote to men folk. From a practical point of 
vuwv, 1 am afraid that in rural jrarts of the country extension of the 
franchi.se to women us i,> the experienee in the elections to the jirovincial 
legislature, Sir, absidutely becomes a mere theoretical provision. For 
very few women except in towms have taken advantage of this enlarge- 
nieiit of franchise. Theretore, 1 say. let consciousness grow arnongst 
women - not to the 4 *xtent that we have heard amongst the suffragist 
w'onien in England, when women have fought tooth and nail for getting 
their rights and have fought for representation in Parliament —not to that 
extent, but let them demand this franchise for themselves, hut let us 
not as a mark ot chivalry concede that right to them. Therefore, till that 
time eomes let us defer this re.solution, 

Th0 Hofi'bte Mr. MOHAMMED ALl! Mr. Pre.sident, Sir, at the ri**k 
of being dubbed unchivalrous and at the risk of in<*urring the displeasure 
of Miss Robertson and Mrs. Dutt, I have to opipose the resolution. The 
resolution is not as simple as it looks. It proposes a change of a fur- 
I'eaehing character and of a revolutionary type, and I shall explain 
^hy. Elsewhere and in another place I explaini^ to some members of 
the legislature Government’s point of view regarding the extension of 
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fraaclliBe to vomen. OoveiJiment contemplate bringing in a eompre- 
hensire amendment of the Local Self-Government A$iy 1885, and it is 
proposed to extend the franchise #omen so far as district bopds are 

^ncerned. 1 have explained the reason why it is not possible for 
Government to extend the franchise to women in the matter of election 
to the unij^n boanls. Members of the House are aware thaw the cost of 
elections to local boards are borne by the local bodies. The funds of 
union boards are very limited i^jiid it is not possiblef* for union boards to 
arrange for the erection of separate booths for different classes of voters. 
Therefore it would create a lot of difficulty, if ‘franchise is extended to 
women in union boards. Women enjoy the franchise in the matter of 
elections to the municipalities and the provincial legislatures and it is 
our experience that response from women voters is not very great (Mr. 
liALiT Chandra Das: Questions!) and that is why it is proposed to 
extend the franchise only gradually. Now, as I stated earlier, this 
resolution contemplates a change of a far-reaching character and the 
reason is this : if the resolution is accepted then for every male voter 
there will be 3 or 4 female voters and the result will be that the number 
of female voters will be more than male by 3 or 4 hundred per cent. 
The point is it will give adult franchise to female whereas 
that is not extended to male because the resolution states that all women 
of the age <d 2i years or more, who are literate, etc., will be entitled 
to be voters. The net result of this will be that for every male voter 
there will he 4 or 5 female voters, because a male whb is eligible for vote 
on account of property mav have several females. Now, as Mr. Biren 
Wh had .said, they ma> be living with their brother, uncle or other 

^fuiirduins, wlio happen to be their guardians and tliey will be entitled 

to vote, but this eonression is not extended to male. Now, for every 
property which belongs to male there is one vote. On the other hand, if 

y<p.ac(’ei»t the resolution, there will be 4 or 5 female voters for every 

pyd^rtv. So this resoluti(m eontemplates a ehange w’hich is of a 
revolutionary character and by which male folk will have to abdicate 
and the seUa-tion of nominees in the local and union boards and other 
local bodies will fall in the hands of females. But our country unfortu- 
nately has n(»t progressed, so fur as to permit our women folk to be 
voters of these local bodies and allow the males to abdicate their right to 
do 80 . The prineij)le should be accepted as we have now^ such women 
folk as Mrs. Hijoy Ijuxmi and Begum Shaw' Nawaz, as stated by mv 
liriend Mr. Lalit Thandra Das. But some time should elapse before such 
rights are given and it should be given gradually. So Government do 
not propose any radical ehange just at the present juncture. In these 
circumstances, I cannot accept the principle enunciated in the resolution. 
But I can assure the House that franchise will be allow^ed in the matter 
of district board and when w’c will bring in a comprehensive Amending 
Bill in the next monsoon session of the Legislature these things will be 
considered. It is not possible to have this Amending Bill in the present 
session as wanted by my friends iipposite. 1 therefore oppose this 
resolution. 

Mr. LALIT OHAHDRA DA8: Sir, I want to say a few words in reply. 
The Hmrble Minister is labouring under a great mistake. He seems to 
think that the woman voter will get advantage over the mule voter, if 
my resolution is accepted. He does not know the present state of 
affairs. Ha ought to know, if he does not know, that in joint family 
Ihertns H'Tninimum rate that requirea to be paid for the purpose of 
making one a voter and that in a joint family every adult becomes a voter 
even JiiCordilig to present 4a w’ of joint family system. Therefore his 
oompfiunt that the women voters will be larger in number than males 
has nd legs to stand upon. As a matter of fact, he should uot have made 
a ooiiiplttlnt like this. He should not be sorry, if women get advanta^ 
over mile and come in larger numbers. Why don’t you make adult 
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fra&chi# for all midos as well as females h Well> voters in demooraoy--"- 
the movt^ilie iaarri|d. As a matter of fact that would be a great 
irnprovemsint upon the present stote if Jlungs. So far as the present law 
under the Government of India AcC 1936, stands, if views of th# 
Hon'ble Minister is acceipted these ladies cannot be voters, Fortunately’ 
enough the ll^wtr lay elsewhere and those authorities took a different 
view and the laches have been enfranchised. If the matter rested with 
the Hon’ble Minister,** from what 1 heard of his views, the ladies oould 
not be members of the legislatures. It is surprising to know that the 
ladies could be voters in the legislatures, but they are incompetent to 
vote for the ^trict l^ards, local boards or union boards or for the 
village committees. Sir, 1 expected to hear the opinion of ^ Mrs. Dutta 
and Miss Robertson on this resolution as to how far this touches the 
interests of and the rights of women and how they feel over the question. 
But they have not spoken. Anyway, it is better late than 

never. Let us see how they oast their votes. 1 find no point 
in his criticism regarding what 1 have stated that ladies 
whose husbands or fathers or guardians are voters should be qualified to 
vote. This will be acceptable to all, particularly in the case of Muham- 
madans, who can marry up to 4 wives. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 
has said that the ladies will have a tendency not to vote tor a woman. 

1 think that is not at all relevant, and that is not at a point, why he should 
go against the resolution. 

The HOfl’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Sir, there is no gain saying the 
fact that the desideratum to be attained is the extension of adul^ 
franchise. But I was speaking so far as this present resolution is' 
concerned. This resolution simply extends practically adult franchise 
to all women whereas the same concession is not given to the men. Mr. 
Das says that all the women ot the age of 21 years should be enfranchise^ 
Suppose a gentleman has four daughters of the age of 21 yeiVi 
and above and the ffentlemau is enrolled as a voter and they will all be 
entitled to be enrolled as voters, whereas the same concession cannot be 
given to all the sons. Similarly if a brother has many sisters, all the 
sisters will be eligible to be enrolled as voters whereas the other brothers 
will not be so. Similarly, if a husband has more than one wife, then all 
the wives would be entitled to be voters, whereas husband cannot have 
more ^aii one vote. And then. Sir, in the question of local boards 
there is joint electorate and the Muslims will have a disadvantage, becaufe^ 
as the mover has said a Muslim may have four wives so when the contest^ 
is going on they will be able to produce up to a maximum^ of four wives 
whereas a Hindu gentleman will have the scope of an unlimited 
num^r of wives as voters, because there is no restriction on their number 
of wives. Therefore it is a serious problem and therefore I am afraid 
that my contention that the number of female voters will he far in excess 
of male voters has many legs to stand upon. 

Mit» PRESIDENT. Order, order. The question before the House is 
that this Council is ^f opinion that the Government of Bengal should 
take immediate steps to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act. ol 
1885, and the Bengal Village Self-Government Act of 1919, to as to enable 
wo^n to be voters and members of the institutions set up by these Acts, 
and recommends for the purpose that all women of ^e age of 21 years 
or more, who are literate or whose husbands or fathers or guardians, as 
|he ca^ may be, are qualified by these Acts to be voters or membifs, iwll 
be entitled to be voters or members thereof. | 

The questidn was put and a division taken with the following resttt: — 

AYgt-lt. 

NMMirKa.w'bM. I r!m 

I Mr. M«Mm mSSSt. "***" 
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Kliail ialMdur GHYAH8UDDIN PATHANs What has then been the 
* decision F 

^ The Hoff Me Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINt The decision 
has been that compulsory primary education will be given effect to in one- 
fourth of Bengal. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHO^HURY; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the principle to guide, the Ministry in selecting the 
districts.^ 

The Hoifble Mr, 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AiN: Our idea is 
that the districts which have first imposed education tax will be given first 
preference. But nothing has been finally decided end I cannot give you the 
final decision. 


Mr, HAMIDUL HUq CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he will follow the procedure of lottery in the selection 
of the districts?' 

The Hon’kHe Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Certainly 

not. 

Khan Bahadur GHYASHUDDIN PATH AN: Will the Hon ble Minister 
l)e pleased to state whether the idea is to start the scheme where the districts 
offer voluntary education tax and who are ready to take this scheme up? 

Tha HOffble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Those who 
had taxed themselves at the very beginning on the starting of the free 
^imary education system will be given preference; but as I have said, 
ubthing has been finally settled. 

Khan Bahadur HYA8HUDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
hn pleased to state how many districts have taxed themselves? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: All the 

districts except Midnapore. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Then all the 24 districts will 
get the advantage of the free and comjuilsory primary education first? 

" Tha Hon'bla Mr. SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, according 
to priority, namely, the districts who taxed first will get the advantage 
first. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon^ble Minister please give 
an outline of the scheme w'hich is under consideration and which is c-oino* 
to be implemented in 1947-4^? ^ 

The Horfbie Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Compulsory 
and free primary education will be introduced as has been shown in the 
Free Primary Fducation Act, 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Has any provision been made in the 
Budget? 

The Hoifble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I am not sure 
But provision may be made m the Supplementary Budget as soon as it 
is introduced. 


Posting of a SulHludge at DarJaMing and a Munsif at Kalimpong. 

*84. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on bohaif of Mr. Nagondra Nath 
MabfMM): (a) Will Hon^ble Minister in charge of ^rTudicS 
De|Wtment be pleased to state if the Government have decided to post— 

(i) Subordinate Judge at Darjeeling (in place of the Munsif) with 
powers of a Su^^inate Judge, and 
(ii) a Munsif to try civil cases at Kalimpong? 
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(6) If «o, lias wiy officer been posted P If not, do the Goveriunent 
propose to post a Subordinate Judge and Munstf at an early date? 

(c) Have the Government decided to post a Subordinate Judge for the 
district of Jalpaiguri alone, as proposed by the then Judicial Minister in 
rtply to a limilar question in this Council during the first session of 
194647? 

' (d) Do the Government propose to appoint Munsif at Alipur Duar to 

try civil cases there? 

MINISTER in oharge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. Nagendra Narayan Roy): (a)(t) Government have accepted the prin- 
ciple and arrangements are being made to post a regular Subordinate Judge 
at Darjeeling as early as possible and necessary orders will issue as soon 
as the same are completed. 

(m) Government have also decided to post an itinerant Munsif to try 
civil cases of Kur^ieong, Kalimpong and Siliguri. 

(6) Not yet posted. The scheme could not yet be translate<l into action 
as the difficulties regarding the accommodation of the Civil Court and the 
Munsif at three outlying subdivisions have to l>e overcome and c(.rresp(*n- 
dcnce towards such arrangement is iii progress. The Goverumeiit vill post 
a Subordinate Judge at Darjeeling and an itinerant Munsif for three tu tlying 
subdivisions of Darjeeling district as early as the arrangemtnts uie 
completed. 

(c) The matter is still under consideration. 

(d) Yes, owing to the shortage in the cadre of Munsif this t*ould not be 
(lone as yet. As soon as [mssible a Munsif may be posted to Aiipore Duars 
who will also dispose (»f criminal cases during his sj)are time. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer (d), will 
this work be liis normal work or the Munsif will do .snch work as he may do 
(luring the time he can choose to spare? 

The Hon’bie Mr. NACENDRA NARAYAN ROY: 1 have nothing to 
add to the answer already given. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: It is not clear to me. The answer says 
•will dispose of criminal cases during his spare time”. This may mean 
that time will l>e set apart tor doing criminal work during the week— which 
may be a normal j)art of his duty — or he inay be asked to do su(Ti work 
during such time as he can spare after doing his ordinary duties as a 
Munsif. What is contemplated by Government? 

The Hon’bie Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY; That will be taken 
into consideration as the exigency arises. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (h) “Not posted. 
The scheme could net yet be translated into action as the difficulties 
regarding the accommodation”, etc., will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 
t*» let us know when he will overcome these difficulties? 

The Hon’bie Mr. NACENDRA NARAYAN ROY: (orrespondence is 
going on on this point and 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: When do you expect to overcome these 
difficulties? Approximate time? 

(No Answer.) 

Mr. RRE8IDENT: Questions over. The Bengal Maternity Benefit 
iTea Estates) Bill, 1946 (introduction, consideration and passing). The 
Hon’ble Minister. 
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The HOffi’Me Mr. SHAMpUDDIN AHMED; I shall not move for tb 
introduction of the Bill toda;f as certain provisions of the Bill are still unde 
consideration and we have not yet come to a decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not moved? 


The Hofi’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

ix 


The CBioutta Rent Bill, 1946. 


The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 

Calcutta Kent Bill, 194C, as reported by the 
consideration. 


Sir, I beg to move that tb 
Select Committee be taken inti 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Calcutta Rent Bill 194G 
as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946 a 
leported by the Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

The (iuestion was put and anreed to. 


. PRESIDENT: As regards laknip up of the clauses of the Bill ] 
atraid there are certain amendments which require previous sanct 
the consideration of the detailed clauses of the Bill must wait 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: I have seen some of the amend, 
ments. They are very badly typed and badly arrauKcd. As they are, they 
would create confusion. So, Sir. .some (ime may be given to us so that iii 
lirauged«‘"’^ necessary action night be taken ami tlie amendments properly 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID: 


We nmy go up to cbui'^e 4. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 

vious sanction. 


There are several amendments which recpiirp pre- 


The Hon'bls Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 

Up to clause 6, Sir? 


Are there any such amendments 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The fir^t one requires previous sanction. So is the 
second one. ^os to 7 also require previous sanction. As such I think 

we iMunot proceed with the coiisidernfion of the clauses of the Bill without 
previous sanction — -a a j o * , . . . . ^ wunoui 

to everybody. 


wri. i. *1 1 ' V .. . ' tu uu* Dill Wltnout 

by not wait tor a day. And this would be convenient 


Th. Hon>bl. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: All right, Sir. 
i”tomn"rr,!!v“^''''’‘ adjourned till 2-15 


Aliloumment 


The Council then 
1947. 


adjourned till 


2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th February, 



1W7.] 


MEMBERS ABSENT. 


m 



The followmg members were absent from &e meeting held on the 17th 
February, 1947:— 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

^4) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Mazid. 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, m.b.e., c.i.e. 

(10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(11) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdor. 

(12) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 


% WBGP-47»3S]4A.7S0 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First S'essioDi 1947— No. 8. 


The CbxJNCiL met in the Legislative Qhamber of the Legislative 
Buildpg, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 18th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being 
the eighth of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 
of the GovemSbxit of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Koy, k.cm.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

Amendments to Non-Oflloial Bills. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, before I make my statement 
on 4he Budget Estimates 1 have to give notice of some motions. With 
your permission 1 would like to give notice of the following amendments : — 

To the motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding the Transfer of Property 
and Indian Registration (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943, that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee, that it be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st October, 1947. 

I also beg to give notice that Mr. Nur Ahmed’s Bill — Bengal Probation 
of jjj'irst Oftenders Bill, 1942~-be circulated tor the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st October, 1947. 

I also beg to give notice that Mr. Nur Ahmed’s Bill — The Children 
Amendment Bill, 1943 — be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31st October, 1947. 

1 also beg to give notice that Mr. Nur Ahmed’s Indian Registration 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the dlst October, 1947. 

I also beg to give notice that Mr, Kur Ahmed’s Bengal Moneylen^^# 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opiman 
thereon by the dlst October, 1947. 

Mr. J»RE8IDENT: Well, a whole series of BiUs by Mr. Nur Ahmed I 

Presentation of Budget Estimate for 1947-48 

Th. Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 rise to present to the Benga^ 
Legislative Council the Budget Estimates for the year 1947-48. 

These estimates were presented to the other House yesterday and in ths 
statement which I made on that occasion 1 reviewed in detail the dnanolsl 
position and the budgetary proposals for the current year as well as forums 
coining year. In accordance with usual piuctice, copies oi that atatemsnl 
hav# been sunplied to honourable members for their convenience. It will, 

1 think, be sfnicient in the circumstances if 1 confine my present observations 
to the more iHportihit features of the estimates. ^ 

So far Us our basic revenue in the current year is concerned — and by basiQ 
revenue I mean the total revenue less grants from the Centre for financing 
unproductive Development Projects — it appears that the yield will be ve», 
nearly what #as anticipated at the Budget stage, hamely 82 crores. tt^ 
true that compared with' the original estimates we shall be down by 1 crm 
^der Income-tax according to the lat^t information furnished by tbe 
^vemment of India. We are also lik^y to be down by 50 lakhs undiiP 
^ee Tax oiring to disturbance of nonnal trading conditions in the midditi 
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of the year. But these are going to be compensated very largely by increaaed 
yields from other sources incthding 60 lakhs under Customs and 60 lakhs 
lunder Stamps. The growth t^der Customs is due to enhancement of the 
/ Central export duty on Jute with effect from October last; and that under 
Stamps is distributed evenly between Judicial and non-Judicial. In total, 
as 1 have said, there will be little variation between our original and revised 
estimates so far as Revenue receipts are concerned. 

In regard to our basic expenditure, that is to say, the total expenditure 
on Revenue account less the expenditure on non-productive Development 
Projects financed by outright grants from the (’entre, our original estimate 
is likely to l>e exceeded by dj crores. This is due to an increafid expenditure 
of d crores under “Famine Relief'’ and 2A crores under “Miscellaneous” 
counterbalanced by a reduction of about 2 crores in respect of ordinaiy 
expenditure under Agriculture, Inigation and Civil Works. The increase 
under Famine Relief is due jiartly to large scale purchase of accessory 
foodstuff and partly to distribution of gratuitous relief on a wider scale than 
was originally anticipated. The in (‘rea.se under “Miscellaneous^ is accounted 
for by a provision of 51 lakhs for the relief of refugees from Bihar and* a 
wore and 80 lakhs for the relief of other refugees. It also includes 7 lakhs 
for the Calcutta Di8turl>aii(*eH (’ommission of Fiujuiry. The decrease under 
Agriculture amounts to half a crore out of which 25 lakhs is due to reduction 
of Jute Regulation staff and the balance to smaller expenditure on Grow 
More Food Schemes. The decrease under Irrigation and Civil Works totalling 
about IJ crore is due to Hlo\v(*r progress of work. 

The result of this increase of JU crores under n'venue expenditure is that 
the revenue deficit of a little less than 10 crores visualised at the Budget 
stage now stands enhan(3ed at about 18 crores. 

The House will recall that we started the year with an opening balance 
of 7J crores. We thus require a further 5J (‘if ires to close the gap between 
revenue and expenditure in the current \('ar. Also we must have an opening 
balance of at lea.st 2^ crores in the coming year. This means a toM 
additional requirement of 8 crores in the current year. 

In November last we moved the Government of India for requisite 
finikoial assistance to enable us to break even on our revenue account and 
ito open the coming year with a moderate balance in hand. Although we 
have had no reply to our representation as yet we earnestly hope that the 
requisite .financial assistance will he forthcoming from the Centre. In the 
meantime, for the puri> 08 e of tlu^se estimates the uncovered gap between 
receipt and expenditure has lieen closed by short-term borrowing. 

Let me now turn to the estimates for 1947-48. On the assumption that 
there will be no untoward incidents obstructing the inflow of revenue or 
llboeBsitating any large scale outlay on abnormal and unforeseen items, the 
gap between revenue and ex|>enditure in the coming year is estimated at 6 
^res against 13 crores in the Revised estimates for the current year. This 
mnwovement of 7 crores in the revenue position is the joint result of an 
irap^vement in revenue receipts to the extent of 3^ crores and a decrease 
ur abnormal exjwnditure by an equivalent amount. 


The principal items responsible for the improvement in rev^ue receipts 
are an increase ot IJ crore under Income-tax, 70 lakhs undw Customs, 
26 hkhs under Excise and 90 lakhs under Other Taxes. The increase 


U|ider Income-tax is based on the latest estimates fumi8hed> by the 
Oovemment of India and presumably includes arrears which could not be 
Oj^eoted this year owing to disturbed conditions in Calcutta, Bombay and 
places. The increase jftider Customs is due to the operation of the 
enklMUm export duty on Jute for full twelve months in the coming year. The 
iiaicoved yield under Exoiwse is due to non-recnrrence of the current year’s 
djpUOase in revenue owing to the closure of excise shops in disturbed areas. 
Other Taxes, the improgement is due to an increase of 60 |skhs under 
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Sales 30 lakhs under tlie Tax on Motor Spirit and 5 lakhs each under 
£lectric3ttj I^ty and Entertainment Tax. The increase under Sales Tax 
is based on the assumption that the depressicm in business brought about by 
disturbed conditicps in the current year will disappear in the coming voar 
and trade in consumer goods will thrive. The improvement in revenue jfrom 
Motor Spirit Sales Tax is due to the operation of the enhanced rate throughout 
the year as against a few mouths only in the current year. The improvement 
under Electricity Duty and Entertainment Tax is based on the 
assumption that conditions will continue to he normal in regard to the 
fimctioning of Cinema Houses and the consumption of electrical energy. 

The decrease in expenditure is made up of a reduction of 3 crores under 
Famine Relief and 1| crore under Miscellaneous for the relief of riot victims 
and refugees; counterbalanced, to some extent, by an incTease of 76 lakhs 
under Police. The increase under Police is due to the absence of any 
contribution from the Centre in the coming year towards the upkeep of the 
Police Force in the Province. The decrease under Famine Relief is based on 
the assumption that there will be no widespread scarcity in the coming year. 
The reduced provision under “Mi.si‘ellaneous” is hasea on the continuance 
of relief measures pending permanent rehabilitation of riot victims and 
refugees. 

Even with the improvement in revenue and decrease in abnormal 
expenditure our revenue deficit in 1947-4(S is, as I have already stated, likely 
to amount to 6 crores. This has l>een provisiouallv covered in the Estimates 
by borrowing in the form of Treasury Bills. The real solution of the 
problem lies, as the House is aware, in a revision ol the financial settlement 
between the* Centre and the Province, pending which there is no other course 
open to us than to ask for ad hoc financial assistance from the Government 
of India from year to year. 

Let me now review briefly some of the ini|K)rtunt items of expenditure 
for which provision has been made in the Revised Fistimates for the current 
year and the Budget Estimate for 1947-48. 

Agriculture. 

The activities of the Agriculture Depart nieiit are al j)reHent corujentdlted , 
on the Development Prograinme and the Grow More Food (’umjHiign. ^ 
Fnder the former the eNtimated **\peiiilil utf during 1!)47-4S is erorf‘K out 
of which 1 crore 28 lakhs lias been provided under ('ivil Works for the 
acquisition of land and construction of recjuisite buildings. The following 
are some of the more important it funs included in the Development 
Programme : — 

(i) Training of technical personnel . — Paucity of trained personnel has 
constituted a serious handicap to Agriculture in this Provincel 
With a view to remove this handicap the Bengal Agricultural 
Institute, Dacca, which wa.s originally equijiped for traiuing/2(Jj 
graduates per year has now been expanded to turn put 
40 graduates e\ery year and it is pnqMised to expand it further 
to enable it to produce 150 graduate.s every year. The three 
.Agricultural Schools, at Dacca, Ciiinsura uno Daulatpur ate 
being reorganised and a new school has l>een started at 
Gaibandha for the training of KK) Agricultural Deraonstiaitors 
every year. A scheme for the establishment of Agricultural 
Centres for the training of ex-sobliers has also been taken in band. 
These Centres are proposed to he set up in the districts of Dao^^ 
Noakhali, Chittagong, Tippera, Faridpur and Bakarganj. ' 

(tt) Agricultural Re$edrch , — A comprehensive reorganisation 5 of 

Agricultural Research is being undertaken with a view to mak« 
it an effective instrument for all-round development M 
Agriculture. Increased facilities for Agricultural Research i|e 
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beiiiff provided at the Central Besearch Farm at Dacca. The 
H^cultural Section at Kri^hnagar ia being reorganise for a 
comprehensive reah^rch into the fruit and fruit prooucts industry 
of the Province. A scheme has also been fonniilated for intensive 
research on sugarcane cultivation. 

(Hi) Animal Husbandry . — The most important scheme for the 

development of Animal Husbandry is the Central Livestock 
Research-CMW-Breeding Station at naringhata. The work was 
taken up sometime back and considerable process has already 
been made. It is also proposed to undertake a scheme for the 
improvement of the auality of cattle, goats and poultry by 
scientific breeding ana livestock breeding farms are proposed 
to be established at Ealimpong and Chittagong. A scheme has 
been formulated for the salvage of dry cows in Calcutta and 
surrounding areas by removing them to a farm at Ohuadanga. 

In regard to Grow More Food Schemes, a Five-Year programme has been 
drawn up with the ultimate object of reaching a target of 4J lakhs of tons 
of additional foodgrains in the fifth year. This includes among other things 
reclamation of 00,000 acres of waste land, sinking of tube-wells for irrigation 
purposes, distribution of manure and various kinds of seeds and seedlings. 

Fisheries. 

The Department of Fisheries which was revived in 1942 with a staff of 
J Director, 3 District Fishery Officers and 5 Field Assistants has now been 
expanded so as to include in addition 4 Assistant Directors, 9 Superintendents, 
30 District Fishery Officers and 90 Fishery Overseers. Proposals for the 
further development of the Department ar(^ under consideration of 
Government. Among important schemes of Development undertaken by the 
Department are the exploitation of coastal and estuarine fisheries and 
improvement of tank fisheries on an extensive scale. Fish-curing yards are 
being established at Contai and Cox’s Bazar and for the rehabilitation of 
fishermen, yam suitable for the preparation of fishing nets is being 
distributed under the supervision of the Director of Fisheries. 

Medioal and Public Health. ^ ^ 

In the Medical Bud^t, a grant of 1 lakh 36 thousand has been provided 
for the Islamia Hospital during the current year and of 2 lakhs 36 thousand 
for 1947-48 with a view to enable the Institution to make suitable 
improvements in its equipment and accommodation. A number of important 
Development Projects has also been taken in hand. A Medical Colley was 
opened at Dacca in July, 1946, A new hospital with 500 beds is also 
proposed to be opened in the old College building at Dacca. It is 
proposed to establish by May, 1947, a temporary Medical College in 
Lake area in Calcutta with a temporary 1,000 bedded hospital attached to 
it. The Government of India will meet the entire cost of the College and 
60 per cent, of the cost of the Hospital. Steps have already been taken for 
the convmion of the Campbell Medical School into a Medical College with 
the provision of 100 additional beds. It will not be possible to open this 
Go}lege before July, 1948. The intervening time will be taken up in the 
confection of buildings required for the purpose. The establishment of a 
modem Infectious Diseases Hospital in C^cutta. with 750 beds is another 
important project under contemplation. It is proposed to commence the 
oooitniction of the requisit^buildings in the coming year. A Tuberculosis 
B^s|dtal has been started at Kanohrapara with 216 beds in the current year. 
Hext year’s Budget includes provision for further expansion and 
devdopsttent. The Public Health Budget for the coming year contains s 
irovision of one lakh for Health Publicity propaganda. ^ 



19474 


PBESENT iTidK Of BODCHET ESfIMATE. 


146 


Ediiottioii. 

In tlii Education Budgc^t, several important provisions have been made 
for the advancement of Muslim education. The first is the creation of a 
special fund called the ‘‘Muslim Education Fund** in the current year with 
a contribution of 4| lakhs. This has been raised to 10 lakhs (including 
36,000 for Medical) in 1047-48. This fund provides for the award of stipends 
te p^mising school and college students, special grants to madrassas and 
special scholarships for technical education abroad. The next item is the 
opening, at a cost of about 3 lakhs, of ten hostels in Calcutta for 
accommodation of Muslim students, some of the hostels being established in 
the current year. Necessary provision has also been made for the teaching 
of a larger number of Muslim students in the Islamia College and the 
Presidency College. For the coming year there is a provision of about 2 
lakhs for increased allotment to old scheme Madrassas and Farkania 
Madrassas. Other important provisions include lakhs for additional grants 
to Secondary Schools for boys and girls and 1 lakh for additional grants to 
non-Government Arts Colleges for men and women. For the advancement 
of education of the memWs of Scheduled (Pastes an additional provision of 
5 lakhs has been included in the estimates for 1947-48. A Buddhist 
Education Fund has also been created with a contribution of 16, (KK) with 
efiect Iroiii the coming year. In the “Development Programme** under 
Fducalion the provision of 10 lakhs made in the current year for 
encomagejnent of post-graduate research has been omitte^l. The provision 
for inoreasiny* the salaries of Primary School teachers has been enhanced 
from 20 lakhs in 1940-47 to 54 lakhs in 1947-48 with a view to increase 
the pay of untrained iion-inatriculate staff. In 1947-48 provision has 
been made for establishment of a new College of Engineering at Dacca 
and the development of the Ahsanullah School of Engineering at the same 
place. Provi.Mion has also heen made for the training of staff of Primary 
Training Schools and of teachers of Nursery Schools, e<juipmcnt of private 
colleges, overseas training of new students and the establishment of 
additional high schools for girls. Another important item included in the 
programme is the development and extension of the Islamia College, Calcutta. 
This College is to l>e shifted to a new site in the outskirts of the city and 
for this purpose 2,000 acres of land are proposed to be acquired. A provision 
of4^1ikh8 has been made under “Civil Works** to cover the cost of 
acquisition of land required for this scheme. 

For the development of Anglo-Indian and European education next year's 
Estimate includes additional provision of 4 lakhs for grants to non- 
Govemment schools and for improvement and extension of two Government 
schools at Kurseong. 


Irrigition. 

Among Irrigation Projects for which provision has been included in these 
estimates the most important is the Mor Reservoir Project for which half a 
t rore has been provided in the Revised Estimates for the current year and 
about a crore and a half in the Budget for the coming year. Preliminary 
action is also being taken for setting up of a suitable administrative and 
executive machinery for the improvement of tbe Damodar Valley Area by 
fiood control, irrigation and generation of electrical power. 

Mitoalliiiooiit. 

Among other schemes which call for special mention are the North 
y^^tta Rural Electrification Scheme for which 44 lakhs has been provided 
Jo the next year’s Budget and the Kanchrapara Area Development Scheme 
which 50 lakhs has been provided in the current year and 50 lakhe in 
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1947 - 48 . Tliis scheme involves the acquisition of the U.S. Army site 
Kanchrapara measuing about 14,000 aires with a view to develop it i 
industrial) residential and other purposes. 

Civil Works. 

The provision for Road Development in the Civil Works Budget has be 
estimated at a crore and 32 l&hs in the coming year. The provisiAoi i 
buildings amounts to 2 crores 90 lakhs, the largest items being 1 crc 
18 lakhs for buildings required by the Medical Department and 75 lakhs \ 
buildings required by the Agriculture Department. A special Buildi 
Section has been attached to the Agriculture Department with a view 
expedite construction work as far as possible. 

I need not detain the House any longer over the details of proje( 
included in these estimates since these have been set forth fully in the B 
Book circulated to honourable members. 

The House is well aware of the fact tliat Bengars financial difficult: 
date back from pre-Autonomy days when tiie inicjuitoiis Meston. Awa 
deprived her of tne means to promote the welfare of her ])eople and 
provide them with reasonable standards ot administration. The Nieme> 
Award on which the present financial adjustment between the Centre a 
the Provinces is based completely overlooked the aceumulaled deficienci 
of past years and failed to })rovid(‘ for the growing needs of the tiit\ire. 
did no more than provide for a temporary balancing of the l^rovinci 
Budget on the extremely meagre standards whicl» were prevailing in Hh: 
The Award did not stand the strain of hard realities. During the War wli 
other Provinces reaped the benefit of large scale industiial and commerc 
operations based on military recjuirements, Bengal, by rt^ason ot her chi 
proximity to the actual theatre of War in tlie East, had to bear the fi 
urunt of its disrupting effects 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; On a point of information, Sir. T 
Hon’ble Minister i.s reading something which we cannot find in the print 

Budget. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: This is an addition. 

Now, Sir, the disastrous famine which was a direct result of the disloc 
tion of her internal economy and transport system dealt her a blow fro 
which she has not as yet recovered. 

Its effect has been clearly reflected in the emergence of enormo 
deficits in her Budget year after year while all other major Provint'es we 
piling up substantial reserves of revenue. It is now admitted on all hup 
that a fair and equitable allocation of financial resources between the Cent 
and the Province is essential if Bengal is to recover her financial eijuilihriui 
In particular the whole of the export duty on jute which is hers by i 
canons of financial propriety should be assigned to her. Pending the re^ 
sion of this financial adjustment there is no other course open to us tin 
to aak for ad hot financial assistance from year to year. 

Conolysion. 

So far as the presentation of next year’s Budget is concerned, I have don 
I have, endeavoured to place before the Hou^ not only a bird’s eyeview < 
the financial jK)8ition but also the implication! of some of our importai 
financial commitments in xfisi^eci of long-term projects of improvement. 1 
no other Province in India is the problem of economic reconstruction so va; 
and so complex as it is in Bengal where we have to overcome the bandicaj 
imposed by long vears of poverty and neglect in the past. There can be n 
difference of opinion as to our needs and objectives. What group or part 
it liboro which does not aspire to improve the lot of the masses, to Hit to 
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‘ttitivator out of his tramc poverty and ill-health, to infuse the ray of hope 
rhere thei*e now broods the aarknees of despair? When such are our common 
deals and objectives there sMsuld be no obstacle to a united effort to secure 
keir fulfilment. With this hope and in this spirit I commend the Budget 
X) the consideration of the House. 

^ Calcutta Tramway Strike. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I mention an important and 
urgent matter? 

Mr. PRESIDE HT: Yes, what is it? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 have tabled a short-notice question 
regardmg the Calcutta Tramway Strike and I have also informed the 
Hon’bl^ Leader of the House about it. May 1 eiuiuire if he will be pleased 
to make a statement on this very important question? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 
the Minister concerned in the matter, is not present here today. So, I can- 
not sa> whether he is prepared to make a statement on the mutter or not, 
but 1 shall bring the matter to his notice. If he agrees, then I have no 
louht that he^^will make a statement on a suitable da> . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is suggested that Friday should be a holiday. 
The idea is this that if we do not sit on Friday then there will be contifiuons 
)ff days, namely, Friday, Saturday and Sunday and we are already having 
)ff days og the IDth and 2iHh. So is it the general desire of the House that 
re do not meet on Friday? 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR OUTTA: Sir, we have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is (lovernment agreeable to that? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday 
‘ext. 

Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 24th February, 
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Ut m i wf iln^pti 

The following members were absent frdtn meeting held on tbe 18l 
February, 194f:— ^ « 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al'Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(3) Eban Bahadur Abdul Catif Cbowdbury, 

(4) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

X? (7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

i(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(10) The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, irf.ii.E., c.t.E., 

(11) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(12) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, and 

(13) Khun Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 24th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being 
Idle ninth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of thb Qi^ernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr, President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
ia the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Embankment in tha saline water in Obittagong. 

Mr. AL-HAJ YAR ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state 
what are the reasons for issuing Government letter No. 1495/1, dated the 
25th June, 1942, to the Commissioner, Chittagong Division, preventing 
erection of dam or embankment in the saline water area in the district of 
Chittagong ? 

(h) Are the Government aware of erection of dam in Sonaichari Khal in 
village Manikpathan, police-station Banskhali, Chittagong, in open violatlgi 
of above Government circular? 

(c) Why is no criminal prosecution started against the persons concerned 
in spite of complaint by the public? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): Sir, instead of 
reading the printed answer I may give the information I have received 
since the printing of the answer. 

(a) The order was issued in order to check indiscriminate blocking of 
khuls and other natural passages of water. The previous permission of 
the Collector in consultation with jtlie Superintending Engineer has been 
made obligatory in connection with any proposal for the construction of 
dams, embankments, etc., in the area in question. 

(b) and (c) One Maulvi Emtazul Huq Chowdhury constructed a itempo- 

dam for the purpose of keeping out saline water. When it came to 

^ the notice of the Subdivisional Officer (Civil), Maulvi Emtazul Huq Chow- 
dhury was asked to remove the dam or to apply for permission to the 
Collector for its retention. 

TMito Valley Barrage Schema. 

5i. Mr. C. MORGAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state what are the 
main features of the Teesta Valley Barrage Scheme, including particulars 
of the site of the barrage and its height? 

(b) What is the present position of the scheme? 

(c) What iiHhe total estimated cost of the scheme, capital and AcurringP 

(d) How is it proposed to finance the scheme? 

(s; WTiat new road alignments are proposed to take the place of the 
•listing Ealimpong and Peshok roads in so far as these will be under water? 

(/) When is ft pom^osed to begin work on the schwneP 
0^ When is it ^ected that the scheme will be completed? 
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Tilt Hon’lile Mr. TARAK NATH l«UKHER4EA: (a) The mi 

featuree of the Teesta Valley projects are— 

(f) Resusdiitatioii of the dead and dying rivers of North Bengal; 

(it) Irrigation on a large scale in North Bengal; 

{tit) Generation of hydro-e4ectrical power for industrial a^nd domes' 
use ; 4 

(tv) Navigation in the reservoirs and resuscitated rivers of North Bengi 
(t?) Pisciculture ; . * 

(vt) Recreational facilities. 

It is proposed to build dams and a barrage on the Teesta at suitable plaoi 
Their location and height will be determined on completion of necessa: 
survey and investigation. 

a Investigation about the scheme including survey, collection 
ogical data and geological investigation are proceeding for plannii 
the scheme. 

(c) It is not possible to give an idea of the total cost of the scheme 
the investigations are completed. 

(d) This will be decided when the costs are known. 

(e) The roads that will go under water will depend on the location ar 
height of the dams. They will have to be re-aligned above reservoir leve 
The ilew alignments have not been fixed yet. 

early to say when the work will styrt of*"finish. 

Mr. G. MORGAN. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says in (/) “It is tc 
early to say when the work will start or finish”. Does he refer to the actui 
concrete workf* If he means that 1 can understand it. But, Sir, when 
came down from Gielle Khola I saw the Forest Department already clearin 
the forests on both sides of the river. When I asked them they said thf 
thev were clearing before the Irrigation Department took up the wor 
ri^ht down irom the top on both sides of the river. Has the Hon’bl 
Minister no information on that point ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 do not folloi 
clearly what answer the honourable member wants. Certainly we hav 
information about this work. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Morgan wants to know whether Governmen 
have got any information with regard to the work they have alread 
started P ‘ ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: These works wer 
laken up by the Forest Department. 

Mr. Gt MORGAN: What I mean is that the Forest Department ha 
already begun clearing jungles on both sides of the river near Giel KhoL 
and that is for the barrage, we understand. What the Hon’ble Ministe: 
says is that it is not yet decided where the site of the barrage will be 
I want to know if he has further information on that subject. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The Irrigatioi 
Department has got no information on that subject. 

Mr. i||REN ROY: Arising out of the question and out of the answer ii 
(e) ^**It is not possible to give an idea of the total cost of the scheme tili 
the investigations are completed*’, in any case has the scheme been ajpproved 
by Government that it will be taken up or is it under consideration still 
not knowing what the cost will be? 

Tbo Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Unless the scheme 
has finally ^materialised it is not possible to give idea as reg^arda the 
coat. • ^ * 
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Mr. MWEI^OY: ^erefoit the scheme has not yet been approved bv 
GbveJmmeat. TnaJ is what I want to know. 

The Mon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEAi NaturaUy. In the 
ogreninstances how can it be approved? 

Then the whole question falls through because the 
Hon'ble hmister says that the scheme has not yet been approved and 
therefore the question of starting or finishing the work cannot be answered 
But then Mr, Morgan says that he asked the officers of the Forest Depart- 
ment there and they said that the works have partially started on both sides 
oi Giel Miola and the Teesta River. The Hon^ble !^ini8ter said that the 
icheme has not yet been approved by the Government. Are we to under- 
itand that amounts are being spent without the approval for the scheme ! 

The HWble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I am afraid the 
lonourable member has misunderstood the point. Work is quite different 
Tom scheme. I said that the scheme unless it is finally laid out cannot 
be approved. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Therefore the scheme, namely, the Teesta Valley 
Barrage Scheme, has been approved by Government, that it will be taken 
up without knowing the cost and the outlay entailing on the Government 
to complete the scheme. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The honourable 
nember ha^ again misunderstood the issue. Government intends to take 
ip the scheme but how can they approve of it unless it is finally formulateiT 
md presented to Government, 


Mr, PRESIDENT: How could the work in this connection be taken in 
land without the scheme having been approved P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: No work has been 

aken up by the Irrigation Department. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In view of the statement of Mr. Morgan that some 
^'ork has been taken up 


Th. Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 

lepartment; not by the Irrigation Department. 


May be by the Fores J 


Mr, PRESIDENT: In connection with the scheme Mr. Morgan wants 
0 know whether you have any further information to give. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: We have no further 

nformation. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: In view of the statement of the Hon’ble Minister 
♦ P^vemment have not yet accepted the scheme as they have not yet 
jgot the details of cost, etc., will it be possible for Government to have the 
; cjails obtained within n reasonable time, say before June 1948? 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Certainly— much 
earlier than that. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In how many months? 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It k rather difficult 

say m exactly how many months. 

whpTk* RDY: Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be in a position to state 

1948? Government have accepted the scheme or not by or before June 


Mr. 1MRAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I have ahri 
* « wui be done much earlier. ^ May be in the coune of the 


said 
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Mr* HARIOA8 MAZUMOARs Arisinf^ out of answer (a)in) **lt is 
proposed to build dams and a barrage on the Teesta at suitable places, 
llieir location and height will be determined on completion of necessary 
survey and investigation. May I know when the survey and investigation 
work has commenced P 

The Hoii’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERdEA: I cannot teU it 
exactly but it is still in progress. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I know, Sir, when it will be com- 
pleted P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, I have already 
said “in the course of the year”. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. The scheme comes after survey. 

Damodar Valley Project. 

57. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the setting up of a statutory body under the name 
and style of the Damodar Valley Corporation with autonomous powers has 
been decided upon by the Bengal Government in consultation and in co-opera- 
tion Vith the Central Government and the Government of Bihar P 

^6) Will the Government be pleased to give a short outline of the aims 
■•‘Of tne project and the benefits likely to accrue to the people of Bengal in 
carrying it into fruition P What area and how many people are likely to be 
benefited P 

(c) When will the abovenamed Damodar project be carried into 
execution P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (a) There is a proposal 
of setting up the corporation, but final decision about it has not yet been 
taken. The matter will come up for discussion in the next Damodar 
Conference at Delhi which will be held shortly. 

(b) The project envisages the construction of a series of dams and 
reservoirs, canals, transmission lines, etc., serving the following purposes:— 

(i) Flood control. 

(ii) Irrigation. 

(in) Generation of power. 

(fv) Navigation. 

(v) Industrial and domestic water-supply. 

(ri) Other related activities. 

In Be^al a very large number of people in the districts of Burdwan. 
Howrah, Hooghly and Bankura will be benefited. 

(c) The work is expected to be started as soon as final decision is taken 
about the matter after the next Damodar Conference and the necessary stall 
and materials are procured. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Can the Hon’ble Minister adduce any 
reason why he has changed the answer as pointed in (a) towards tl^e endF 

Mr. RRE8IDENTS What is itP 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: My Question is if the Hon’ble Minister 
will reasons to why he has ohangs# the. answer in (a) 

the 
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TfM MlwnHa Mr. TARAK^ATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, I liaye only 
changed date which was the 13th of February next, because the* Confer- 
enoe wai postponed as Bihar Ministers could not go to the Conference omng 
to the no>oonfidence motion that was being discussed in the Bihar 
Assembly, and a final date has not yet been fixed 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the Hon^ble Minister himself go? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERdEA: Yes, I was proceed- 

ing but was recalled owing to that reason. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of any 
future date for the Conference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: We are in 

correspondence with Bihar and Delhi, but a final date has not yet been 
fixed. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether 
tha previous scheme, namely, the Teesta Valley Barrage Scheme and the 
Damodar Valley Project are practically complementary or similar to each 
other ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERdEA: They ore independ- 
ent schemes; one has no connection with the other. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; May be independent but they are nonetheless 
similar projects. Will the Hon’ble Minister therefore be pleased to apprise 
us of the cost of the projects and might have given us some idea of it whilt 
replying to the previous question (No. 5G) ? 

The Hoffl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERdEA: Each case has got 
to be judged on its own merits and requirements and it is not possible to 
compare one scheme with another and also to give an idea of the cost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please give 
MS an approximate idea of the cost regarding the Damodar Valley Project? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERdEA: The total scheme 
including flood control, irrigation, generation of power, will be costing 
Rs. 55 crores. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Who will bear the whole cost,— what 
will be Bengal’s share of the cost? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERdEA: The entire scheme 
will be financed by a loan which the Centre has promised. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Are the Government in a position, if the scheme 
is not financed by the Centre, to finance this 55-crore scheme independently? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERdEA: Since the Centro 
has already agreed to a loan, I submit this question does not arise. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It arises in this way, because it is a similar 
project to the Teesta Valley Barrage Scheme and we want to know whether 
this Government will be in a position to finance the scheme which will cost 
in the neighbourhood of 55 to GO crores of rupees? If Government will 
not or may not be in a position to do so, what is the use of spending so 
much money ‘on investigation, etc.. * 

Tbi Hoil’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERdEA: That question does 
^ arise in this case, as I have already pointed out. 

Mr. LALIT CH Amor A DAS: How much of Jbe cost wi H | || ie Bihar 
Goveminent bear? ^ 
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Hoa’lli0 Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEAs That has not yet 

)>eeh finally settled, but it is premature |o make statement at the present 
■stage 'regarding cost and other things; details have not yet been finally 
■setSed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if the Damodar Valley Project can be taken up before June, 1948, the 
date-line ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; The work will be 
taken up as soon as it is finally settled at the next Conference. 

Short-notiee question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I had put in a short*notice question 
regarding the Tramways strike and the Hon'ble Finance Minister assured 
me that a statement would be made on it. The matter is very urgent and 
I understand there is a tussle and a tug of war going on between the 
Tramways and the Calcutta Corporation with regard to the price pf 
tickets 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your point? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. It is this, that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister assured me that a statement on the matter would be made 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What assurance? Was any assurance given? 

^ Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, last Monday an assurance 
was given 

Mr. PRE8ipENT: So far as I remember you wanted the Hon’bh 
Commerce Minister to make a statement but he said that he was noi 
prepared to make a statement 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Yes, Sir, I mentioned the matter the 
other day and in reply to that the Hon’ble Finance Minister told the House 
that when the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin would come on Monday he would 
make a statement and the Hon’ble Finance Minister promised to mentior 
the matter to him. He also gave me an assurance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, I promised to inform thf 
Hon’ble Mini.ster about it, but I did not give him any assurance. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Hon’ble Minister concerned was not present. 
So who could give (the assurance? 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, 1 could not give him 
any assurance. As a matter of fact, when on the last day I presented the 
Budget before the House I had a temperature of 101 and I was not able 
to contact the Hon’ble Minister in charge— — 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Soriy^; but will you convey the idea 
of this House to him today? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Covommant Bills. 

Tht Bongil Protootion ami Conservation of Fishorios BUI, 1947. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The second item of today’s agenda is the Calcutta 
Rent Bill and the third item is the Bengal Protection and Conservation of 
Fisheries Bill. I propose to take up the third item first to give the 
Hon’ble Minister in oharge an opportunity to move the introduction of the 
Bill. 
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Thi liOll*llte AHMAD HOS8AIN: Sir, I beg to introduce the 
Bengal Rroteotion and Conservation of Fisheries Bill, 1947, I al89 bSg to 
give notiee td «nove for consideration of the Bill * ^ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When do you propose to do it? 

The Hen’We Mr. AHMAD H088AIN: On [the 26th February. I gave 
notice on the 17th, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You want to move for consideration on the 26th, 
that is, (lay after tomorrow? But the time is too short. The point is 
this: I must give some time to the honourable members to put in 
amendments to the consideration of the Bill and to the clauses of the Bill. 
Is it a big Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD HOS8AIN: No. Sir. it is a small Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; How many clauses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD H08SAIN: 11 clauses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If there is no objection, shall we fix tomorrow for 
putting in amendments? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir, the time is very short. We 
want sufficient time and we would like to take it up in accordance with 
the Rules, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is nothing irregular in it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Of cour.se, Sir, it is your power, un- 
limited power, but 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand your point. I must give 
adequate time to the honourable members but I should also accommodate 
the Hon’ble Minister to move the Bill at short notice. When do you 
suggest that the Bill should he moved for consideration? If it is not 
noved tomorrow then it cannot be moved before the 11th of March. Do 
rou agree to this? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD H08SAIN: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; In that case amendments may be sent in by 
Saturday next, botli to the motion that the Bill be taken into considera- 
tion as well as to the clauses of the Bill. 


The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the Calcutta Ren] 
Bill. 

The Hon’bla Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has already been accepted by the House. 


Clause 1, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

, Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (4) of 
cl^se 1 of the Bill for the figure “1948” in line 2, the figure “1949” be 
aobstituted. This is a very simple amendment the purpose of which is to 
oxwnd the time-limit. In the original Bill the figure “1949” wa^s put 
wot m the Select Committee it was reduced by one year. At that time ii 
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wag thought thaf the Bill would be pegged in the House and put on the 
gtathte Book in 1946. Unfortunately owing to certain unfo^seen incidents 
the Bp foild not be taken up and passed into law in 1946. So it is 
necessary ihil the ^ime-limit should be extended. 

Mft PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( 4 ) of 
clause 1 of the Bill for the figure **1948” in line 2, the figure “1949” be 
substituted. 

Mft LALIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, 1 beg to oppose the amendment. 
The alteration made by the Select Committee, namely, 1948 should remain. 
After all it is a temporary Bill. The Select Committee has provided that 
the Provincial Government may, by notification, direct that it shall remain 
in force for a further period not exceeding three years. When tWe is 
already a provision like this there is no meaning in extending this period. 

Mfi Cl El CLARKE: Sir, I rise to support this motion. The amend- 
menj actually restores the date that originally appeared in the Bill and 
my reasons for suggesting an additional year are that accommodation in 
Calcutta and in other large centres is unlikely to be more easily obtainable 
during the period for which we now seek to retain control. Signs that 
ithere will be great distress for people seeking accommodation are already 
there and it is in our opinion urgently necessary that the control provided 
for in the Bill should remain. 

,Mr, BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the amendment. Mr. Clarke, 

I think, is sometimes inconsistent. He has already given notices of some 
amendments which will come up later. Being one of the biggest land- 
' lords in Calcutta he thinks that this amendment is not going to hit him 
for he may have a class of clientele very different from that of ours. He 
was one of the members of the Select Conimittee and he was a dissenting 
voice so also was Mr. Nur Ahmed. ^ I quite appreciate Mr. Nur Ahmed 
suddenly withdrawing all his amendments to clause 1 which wanted to 
extend the Bill to some municipalities near about Calcutta where the 
housing conditions are far more difficult than in Calcutta itself and also 
to other bigger towns as Howrah, Dacca, Darjeeling and Chittagong on 
the advice of his party but he has stuck to this thing about “1949“ 
although there is a provision as my honourable friend Mr. Das has pointed 
out that it will continue to be in force for a period of another three years 
after 1948 if the Government so chose it. Now June 1948, as we all know, 
is the date when Mr. Clarke or many like him may go away and if they 
choose to go away many houses will fall vacant and therefore we can move 
into those houses or those who will desire those houses can move in there 
and therefore it will not be so very difficult to get much more accommoda- 
tion than what Mr. Clarke thinks we would get; and besides, the Govern- 
ment are trying to bring in bills like this without looking after those 
persons who are trying to build houses, those who are trjdng for some 
cement or some iron rods for even their own premises instead everything 
is going to the black-market in spite of the fact that the Central Govern- 
ment has now relieved itself of its responsibility in the matter of discharg- 
ing all these controls. (Mr. G. Morgan : No, no.) Steel, at least not 
cement but steel. Not one single piece of rod can now be purchased in 
the market at less than four times the controlled price whereas even six 
months ago when the supply was still difficult with war condition, riots 
and other things in Calcutta, i.e., when conditions were not so peaceful, 
steel was available and available on permits from the Central Government 
offices. What is the reason when everything is controlled by this Govern- 
ment here that things disappear. And if you allow the people to bt^d 
their small houses they will not go into rent at exorbitant cost which 
think of course is exorbitant even when Government is allowing a 
10 per cent, increment on rentals which prevailed in December 1941 at a 
‘ time when people were willing to giv^ thebr hpheee le li^i^ebody just to 
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sjay in ot k)ok after even for a petty sum of money becau^ everybody waa 
leaving and most of my friends on the othp side jujUp i^hapa 

were not within this territory and such members coming fr^ ^tslde Cal- 
cutta being larger in numbers than we the Calcutta memoers here out- 
vote us on all practical points, now my suggestion to them would be to 
acqmre all these houses just as they are taHng the zemindaris and so on 
and pay us so that we can clear out. That is the best thing to do and 
better it is done before June, 1948. 


The Hon’hie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 accept the amendment on 
the ground that things will not come to normal by September, 1948, and 
the conditions obtaining now being abnormal sufficient time should be 
given for this Act to remain in force. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in sub-clause (4) of clause 1 of the Bill for the figure “1948” in line 
2, the figure “1949” be substituted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result:— 


AYES— 26. 


Mr. Nur Ahmsd. 

Mr. SulUnuddIn Ahmed. 

Ral Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raaluddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur 8yad Atxlur Ratid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzam Hustaln. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chawdhury. 

Mr. Yutuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Eliahi. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 


Mr. Q. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon'bla Mr. Balyad MuauamurtdUb 
Hoeain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoataln. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jam. 
Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul LatIR. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. Abdul Raihid. 

Mr. Satlih Chandra San. 

Mr. Md. Tauflq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahlduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yutuf. 


NOES-S. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Dat. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brolendra Mohan Maltra. 


Mr. BIren Roy. 

Mr. Bitwanath Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


Ayes being 26 and Noes 8 the amendment was agreed to. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, 1 beg to^ 
move that in clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
sub-clause (4), namely: — 

“but it shall not affect the rent of buildinp constructed after 1943”. 

Sir, under the provisions of this Bill which this House is discussing 
today every house and premises is subject to a standard rent irrespective ol 
the cost of the house or premises, w'hich provides only 10 per cent, increase 
over the old rent prevailing in 1941. In ray opinion this is a great 
injustice to the landlords and therefore I have suggested in my amend- 
ment that those houses which had been constructed after 1943 should he 
exempted from the purview of this Bill. We are all aware that the cost 
of living have gone up tremendously during the last five or six years; not 
only prices of necessaries of life have gone up, but also prices ol luxuries, 
such as, gramophones, radios are high, and while we have to pay double, 
treble and even more for them, why we insist to line at low rent and wny 
landlords only should suffer and be compelled to receive from their tenants 
extremely Ibw rents prevailing in 1941. Sir, we all know that the cost 
of living has gone up very high. There may be some justification for tho|IF‘ 
tenants who are living in a house or premises for a long time and they m4j^ 
argue that ^ the rent Was $xed hy the landlords after due considerable 
ol eost of the bvildf]^ have m to imctease the rent as far lets eject 
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tliaiiL and let out to other tenants at higher rent, but they forget that many 
landlogds Uye only on the rents received from their tenants for the houses 
inherited w the landlords from their forefathers. They have also to main- 
their faiSilies and it is a great pity that the tenants do not take care 
that there is a rise in the prices of all commodities. But there is no justi- 
idcation whatsoever for this attitude in the case of those houses which were 
•constructed in 1943 or afterwards or are being constructed now. These 
newly constructed houses cannot be rented at such a low rent provided 
in the Bill. Prices of building materials have also gone up very high. 
Bricks which used to sell at Es.lT per thousand* in pre-war days, are now 
being sold at Es.SO to R8.55 per thousand. Control price of cement is 
E8.62 per ton while before the war it was offered and advertised at Rs.35 
per hm. Similarly iron rods, beams, etc., were selling at the rate of 
118.7-8 per cwt. and now the control rate is Es.H or Rs.lS per cwt. In 
the same way sand is sold at Its. 105 per 225 cubic feet or 100 maunds but 
it used to be sold at Es.22 in pre-war days. Thus the house or the building 
which could be completed within R8.20,()00 and could fetch a rent of Rs.50 
cannot be built now at less than Rs.50, 000 and if the rent is fixed at 10 
per cent, above the old rate, i.e., at Rs.55 it does not work out at lA per cent, 
for the capital invested in the building. Any one can get for fiis invest- 
ment in promissory notes and fixed deposit more than that. Therefore I 
would suggest that the houses which have been constructed after 1943, 
during the high cost of building materials, should he exempted from the 
.purview of this Bill, while looking into the interests of the tenants we 
should not overlook the difficulties of tlie landlords and house-owners, also. 
We must do justice to all including the landlords wlio like the tenants are 
♦also the members of our city, and it is tlie duty of the Legislatures to 
protect their legitimate interests. With these words I commend my amend- 
ment for acceptance by this House. 

Mft PRESIDENT! Amendment moved— that in clause 1 of the Bill, 
the following be added at the end of sub-clause (4), namely: — 

“hut it shall not affect the rent of buildings constructed after 1943.“ 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose this amendment. 
The amendment is unnecessary in view^ of the provision that has been made 
by the Select Committee that the standard rate can be ascertained from 
the Controller. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 1 of the Bill, the following he added at the end of sub-clause 
(4), namely; — 

“hut it shall not affect the rent of buildings constructed after 1943.” 

The amendment was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The i question before the House is that clause 1 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in sub- 
'^lause (J) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “and also includes a room or 
rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house” be deleted. 

The restriction is undesira^ because the casual visitors to the city 
iinay not find a place to live in. The hotel is generally for temporary 
-liooommodation. No encouragement should be given to a boarder to get 
.into a hotel and taking advanta^ of this Act to stick on to the inoonve- 
iliienne of others. In wat oase w hat^ would fail to serve the purpose, 
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ihe prinuk^ funotioa of a hotel that is to oater to the needs of the casual 
Tisitors. Those coming from outside would not ^ei any accoxi^odation. 
They will have to stay on the footpaths which is most undeiirable and 
nobody would like it. The boarding houses and the lodgihg houses also 
share the same fate. Of course to keep these bowdi^ houses and hotels 
under check there is the Bengal Hotel and Lodging House Control Order. 
This order is sufficient to keep these houses under check. So I move **^d 
also include a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging 
house*' be deleted. 

Mrt PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause (5) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “and also inculdes a room or 
rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house*’ be deleted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. My reasons are tliat the above 
establishments should be free to take in visitors or patients and not have 
tenants forced on them. Consequences of this restriction are bound to be 
undesirable, for in many cases visitors to the city may find themselves 
stranded and in other cases patients may have to go without treatment for 
want of accommodation. With these words T support the amendment. 

Raj Bahadur JOGENDRA CHANDRA ROY: The arguments already 
advanced by my friend, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, are also supported by me 
and I support the amendent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment 
because I find that no case has been made out really lor it, for the result 
wiU be really otherwise. There is a class of people who come to the city 
for visits or rather for necessity for a temporary period and they cannot 
under this amendment get any accommodation except at a very exorbitant 
rate, and if this rate is not controlled, it will go hard with them and there- 
fore this class ot people will require protection and as such I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the Hous^ is that in sub- 
clause (5) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “and also includes a room 
or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house” be deleted. The 
question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemandra Kumar Oat. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan. 
Mr. Satlih Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 


Rai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Ray. 
Mr. BIrtn Roy. 

Mr. BItwanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


NOES-as. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddln Ahmad.^ 

Ral Bahadur DMrandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddln Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur Syad Abdur Ratid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzam Huttaln. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, J.P. 

Mr. Syad Fazia Rabbi Chowdhury, 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. D. J. CohM, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyna. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazio Ellahi. 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. Abdul Qafnn. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoadul Hasua. 

The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 


Mr. Q. J. K. Hook. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. Saiyad Muazzamuddin 
Hoaaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hoaaaln. 

Mr. Alha) Yar All Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Alt Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Utm. 

Mr. Gaorga Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. AmulyMihona Roy. 

Mlaa Ethel Robarttan, C.S.P. 

Mr. Md. TauMi. 

Khan Sahib Maulal WahMuzzaman. 

Hal Md. Yuauf. 

the motion was lost. 
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Mr. ABDUL HAMID OHOWDHURY: Sir, I liave given * notice M 
eereral amendments but I shall move only 12 and 19. I do not propose 
to move the other amendments. As regards 12 and 19 if the Hon’ble 
Minister is agreeable to consider these amendments these two amendmenta 
may be held over. 

Mft PRESIDENT! Suppose other amendments in this clause are 
accepted, what will be the repercussion of them on your amendments P 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURYs There will be no repercussion. 

Rai Bahadur dOGENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (J) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words ^‘lodging house'' 
in line 11, the words “let on daily or weekly rent basis’' be inserted. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: This amendment (ISfo. 14) is virtually 
the same as amendment l^o. 19 which stands in your name and it has 
already been decided that amendments Nos. 19 and 12 will stand over. 
So taking that view of the matter 14 may also stand over. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Have you any objection? 

Rat Bahadur JOGENDRA MATH RAY: I have got no objection. 

Mr. C. E. GLARKE: I beg to move that in sub-clause ( 6 ) of clause 2 
of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line 11, the words “let for 
a period of not less than one month” be inserted. (Mr. Sultanuddix 
Ahmed: This maj also be postponed for the present.) Now rates would 
in all probability be most unfair. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: This is also connected with the 
other amendment! postponed a little while ago. So this also may stand 
over. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Mr. Clarke, will you be agreeable to 
have your amendment held over for the present!^ 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I have no objection to take it up later on if it 
is the desire of the Deputy President. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. Clarke has already moved it. Will 
you allow him to continue? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Let me again ask Mr. Clarke. 
Mr. Clarke, are you agreeable to the postponement of consideration of your 
amendment P 

Mr. C. E. CLARKES I am quite prepared to carry this to a later stage 
if it is the wish of the Deputy President. 

TN Hofl'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Inasmuch as Mr. Darke’s 
amendment relates to clause 2 { 5 ) and other amendments to this very 
sub-clause have already been postponed, I request that all amendments 
to clause 2 stand over so that I may have a comprehensive view of all the 
amendments when they are* taken up together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! May I offer a suggestion, Sir? Let 
the Government side take some 10 or 15 minutes now to study those 

amendments and to come to a decision. So far as Mr. Clarke’s amend- 

ment is concerned, it is somewhat different from that of yours as well as 
Jogen Babu’s. Yet if they wapt time to consider over this amendment as 
well, let them take some time and consider all the amendments to sub- 

olaime (^.of clause 2 together and come to a decision and then meet 

again. Without doin|^ that if we go on with some of the clauses imtron- 
inn some of the earlier clauses everything will go disorderly ana mere 
wm be oalHng of divisions and losing time for nothing. 



1947 ] GOVEENMENT BILLS. l«l 

TIM l^bto Mr' FAZLUR RAHMAN i All the amendmeata on sub- 
dause 0) oi clause 2, are interconnected and so let them stand over. That 
is^U what we want. 

Mr. BillEN ROY: We cannot go on discussing a Bill piecemeal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Other amendments, as far as 
I know, t^y are not connected with this clause, and we may proceed with 
the other clauses. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Our objection is that discussion piece* 
meal of different clauses of the Bill should not be allowed unless the matter 
is very pressing and urgent. Here we are proceeding with definitions of 
expressions and we have come up to the stage of the definition of “land- 
lord’’ and when on the point of discussing the definition of the term 
“premises” we are stuck up. Why? My submission, Sir, is that if they 
so liked they could have come prepared and let the House know what the 
position is?* The best thing to do in my opinion is that we adjourn for 
10 to 15 minutes so that the Government side may study the amendments 
held over and come to a decision and then come back and explain to this 
House what the position is? By so doing we would be proceeding orderly 
in accordance with what has been laid down in the Order Paper of the day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, when my amendment was 
being considered, I Ihink this que.stion should have been raised at that 
time. As in that case the House postponed the consideration of that 
amendment, I believe no inconvenience will be caused if the whole clause 
is now postponed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that be your view, Sir, 1 have no 
objection. 

Clouse 2A. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 2A stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: I beg to move [that in sub-clause 
(4) (a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words “executive or” in line 1, be 
omitted. 

The Controller’s functions will be mainly judicial functions and the 
Executive Branch of the Services should not be entrusted with these 
functions, for I think that if these functions are placed in the hands of the 
executive those powers may be abused or misused. And in this view 1 
move that the words “executive or” be deleted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in suh-olause 
(4) (a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words “executive or” in line 1, be 
omitted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I support the amendment of my friend. 
Sub-clause (4) (a) says “a member of the Executive or Judicial Branch of 
the Imperial or Provincial Civil Service of not less than ten years’ standing 
in such service” etc*, etc. When we find that members of the Judici^ 
Branch of the services may also be taken in as Controller, etc., it is 
unnecessary to take in executive officers. When there is provision for 
judicial officers, provision for executive officers is not necessary. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I oppose the amendment, 
because if the amendment is accepted then it will be difficult to get judicial 
officers for the post of Controller, Deputy Controller, etc. On the other 
hand, Subdiyisional Officers who are members of the executive services have 
been appointed by Government 'to various mofussil municipalities as 
Controllers and I have received no complaint from the nublic tbat they have 
abused or misused their powers. So 1 do not see the necessity^ of the 
amendment. 
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Ilf# SIREN ROYs Is the Hon’ble Minister «ving a hint that he is 
going to extend this principle to other municipalities also? 


Hr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT* The question before the House is that 
wb-clause (4) (a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words “executive or’’ 
line 1, be omitted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result:— 


AYin-IO. 


Mr. Lallt Chamlra Oat. 

Mr. Hamantfra Kumar Dai. 

Mr. Satiili Chandra dana. 

Hal Dahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra. 
Ral Bahadur dogandra Nath Ray. 


Mr. BIran Roy. 

Mr. Bitwanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. BIrandra KIthora Roy Choardhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Banyal. 


NOES— 26. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Ral Bahadur Dhlrandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur Byad Abdur Ratid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moaiiam Huttaifi. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Byad Faila Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. E. 0. Ooyna. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. Abdul Oof ran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoodul Haqua. 
Mr. Q. d. K. Hook. 

The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 26 th 

Mr. 0. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg t 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Or 

House is that clause 2A stand part oj 

The motion was put and agreed to 


Tfw HM’bla Mr. Balyad Muaziamuddin 
Hoaaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hoataln. 

Alhaj Yar All Khan. 

Khan Bahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Qaorga Morgan. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rathid. 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Khan Bahib Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahl. 

motion was lost. 

move 

er, order. The question before the 
the Bill. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

New Clause 4A, 

Mr. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that after clause 4, the following 
new clause be inserted, namely: — ® 

“4A. (1) Where, as the result of an v alteration of the terms of the 

tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 
on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of his Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not. 

(2) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terras of the 
tenancy, the tewns, on which any premises are held, are 
not on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
pluvious terms, the rent shall not be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not.** 


B-B- 
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In mo^g thk amendment, Sir, I have to admit that the first portion 
is definitely to the advantage of the tenant but relying on the olausn 
empowering the Eent Controller to fix standard rents at rates to be just and 
fair, members of Ely party are unanimously of the opinion that the amend* 
ment should be passed. It is in any event borrowed from the Rent Act of 
1920. Sub-clause (2) if passed goes in favour of the landlord and together 
with the previous sub-clause gives an added improvement to the Bill. I 
therefore move this amendment confident that my honourable colleagues 
will give their support. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that after clause 4^ 
the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“4A. {1) Where, as the result of any alteration of tlie terms of the^ 

tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 

on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 

previous terms, the rent shall be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of his Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not. 

{2) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terms of the 
tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 
not on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall not be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not.^’ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order. Sir. You will 

kindly permit Mr. Clarke to move the first portion first, namely, 4A(i) and 
only when this is disposed of he is to move the second portion, namely, 
4A(.^), because the first one is in favour of the landlord and the other is in 
favour of the tenant as he has himself stated. Now if a division is called 
then there may be some w'ho may support 4A(i) and but naay be opposed 
to AA(2), and hence there may be confusion. Therefore in moving this 
amendment he should not be allowed to inov<‘ the two parts together. In 
one amendment he has moved two parts, 4A(I) and 4A(-^), together and 
this is wrong, I should think becau.se according to Mr. Clarke himself one 
portion of his amendment is in favour of tenants and the other is in favour 
of landlords; therefore the two should be moved separately. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I think Mr. Clarke wants a 
balanced decision of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What I propose to do in this connection 
is this: that I shall allow discussion on both the portions together but if 
it is decided by the House to that effect, I may put them to vote separately. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is for you to decide whether the 
whole amendment should be put in part or in wliole. We on this side of 
^e House are of the opinion that they should go separately. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I think that both 
should go together. Let us know what is Mr. Clarke’s intention. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I am of opinion that they should both be 
taken together. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If that is his opinion, then they will go 
together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I submit my view on this matter. 
Sir? It does not matter what Mr. Clarke’s intention or opinion is P The 
House is in possession of his amendment and the House has a mind of its 
own. The intention of the mover cannot decide the course which the House 
ought to t^e or wants ifl take. In respect of his amendment he has told 
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that one of its parts has been moved in the interest of the tenemts and 
another in the interest of the landlords. We put it to you whether it would 
1)e fair to put them together or separately. One bloc may support the por- 
iion which is in favour of the tenants and another bW may support the 
|K>rtion which is in favour of the landlords and there may yet be another 
bloc which may support or oppose both the portions, but I should think that 
il is just and fair that you should put them separately to vote. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT* t think that is the business of the mover 
himself. 

Mr. BIREN ROY* Sir, speaking on this amendment, (Mr. Hamiditl 
Huq Chowdhuky: which portion?), I do not know which portion but 
speaking with regard to the amendment which has been moved by Mr. Clarke, 
as I have already pointed out, Mr. Clarke does not know his own mind. 
He is a landlord himself and by pressing mutters in this way he has made 
it very difficult for us not only to decide but also to act. In this amend- 
ment he has placed two parts which go counter to each other and so will 
not allow us to act wisely. In clause 4 which has been already passed control 
has been ^iven to an authority to alter the standard rent according to addi- 
tions and improvements carried out in respect of premises let out to tenants, 
and here Mr. Clarke puts in something that in a way, supposing develop- 
ments have been made in such a way that, really, tne Controller should 
increase the rent, Mr. Clarke would immediately come in, but at the same 
time if it is favourable to the tenants, even then he would not sit idle. So 
that there is this dual position. I want to see how Mr. Clarke behaves 
through the proceedings on this Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the examination of Mr. Clarke’s conduct the subject of the debate? 

Mr. BIREN ROYS Well, Sir, that is between Mr. Clarke and mj'self. 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury should not intervene. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment 
moved by my friend Mr. Clarke. In clause 2 we really give this loop-hole 
to the landlords so there is no need for this amendment and I oppose the 
whole amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
after clause 4, the following new clause be inserted, namely,— — 

Th8 Hon'blU Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, if the honourable member 
wishes to withdraw his amendment he may be permitted to do so 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: No, Sir, I object to this. The amend- 
ment is being put to the vote now and it 6annot be withdrawn at this stage. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tes. The question before the House is 
ithat after clause 4, the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

‘*4A. (1) Where, as the result of anv alteration of the terms of the 

tenancy, (the terms, on which any premises are held, are 
on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not. 

(2) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terms of the 
tenancy, the»»^terms, on wmch any premises are held, are 
not on the ivhole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall not be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent k increasena or not,’’ 
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The motion put and a division taken with the following result;—^ 


AYES— 15. 


Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. Laiit Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hamendra Kumar Dat. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. George Morgan. 


Mr. T. B. Ninrnie. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biawanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satlih Chandra Sen. 


NOES— 20. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hussain. 

Mr. Hamidul Haq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Khan Bahadur A, M Shahoodul Haque. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Saiyed Moazzamuddin 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Alha] Yar All Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerlea. 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Ha|i Md. Yusuf. 


being 15 and being 20 the motion was losi. 


Chntsc 0. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ( 'lanse 5 >tun(] pait ot the Hill. 

The question before the House is that clause 5 ^tand part ot the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


(louse 6'. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Clause (I stand part oi the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HUQUE: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
for clause b, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“(i. No ])erson shall, in consideration of the grant. ren(‘wal or conti- 
nuance of a tenancy of any premises — 

(^0 (daim, receive or invite offers or ask for the j>ayment ot any 
premium, salami, fine or any other like sum in addition to 
the rent, or 

(h) except with the previous written consent of the Controller, claim 
or receive the payment of any sum exceeding one month’s 
rent of such premises as rent in advance.” 

The reasons which led me to table tliis amendment are very simple. In 
the Select Committee Report receiving and clamiing of salami nr any 
premium has been forbidden. But inviting offers or asking for payment of 
salami or any premium has not been forbidden and it is very necessary that 
this should be done for it appears that such invitations for offers of salami, 
etc., are going on. I shall read out a notification appearing in tho 
Statesman, dated the 9th December, 1940, asking for such salami or premium. 
It runs thus ; 

Houses and flats.— Ho let three-storeyed bigger buildings at 46, Chakni- 
haria Road, North, Bhowanipore, Calcutta, at a system of monthly 
rent. ‘ Lease may extend up to a period of five years. Party is to 
mention in the application (a) the amount of premium and (If) the 
amount of monthly rent he is able to paJ^ Apply to Manager, 
Khararia Ward Estate, P.O. Khulna, on^or before the 1st week of 
Decern W 1946. 
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This may hot be an isolated case of such demands being made. I have seen 
it in the Statesman and I believe many of my friends have also seen such 
advertisements in the Statesman and in other papers. It is impossible to 
tee a house witnout payment of such salami — we can call it a salami to the 
darwan and he won’t show the land or the place unless 50 or 60 rupees is 
paid to him. When we are going to forbid the system of taking money as 
salami or premium I think it is neoessary in the public interests that claim- 
ing or asking for or inviting ojffers of salami^ etc., should also be included 
in the main provisions of the Bill. 

Now, Sir, with regard to part {h) oi my amendment, only slight dralt- 
ing changes have been made to make it more explicit. 

With these words I commend my amendment foi the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mft DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that tor clause G, the 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“G. No person shall, in consideration of the grant, renewal or conti- 
nuance of a tenancy of any premises — 

(a) claim, receive or invite otfer.s or ask tor the payment of any 
premium, salami, fine or any other like sum in addition to the 
rent, or 

{h) except with the previous written consent oi the t’onlroller, claim 
or receive the imyment of any sum exceeding one month’s rent 
of such promises as rent in advance.” 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 rise to oppose this amendment, Sir, clause G is 
quite explicit and as soon as a person aci'opts such jiayment he can be 
hauled up and in tliis particular case which my honourable trieml is men- 
tioning he perhaps does not know that the (jovernment is asking for the 
premium. The house is under the management of the Court ot Wards. 
But after all this Government is omnipotent! And therefore my friend 
should not have brought this up. If a private individual had a "mind to 
take such salami, etc., lie would not have dared to give it out iii the news- 
papers, at a time when there is the Ordinance and this Rent Act, that he 
will ask for such premium. Only the Government oi Bengal can do it! 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, as this amendment an 
improvenieut on clause G as dratted, I accept the amendment. His amend- 
ment prohibits any (ilaim, or to receive or even to invite otters for the pay- 
ment of any premium or salami, etc., and as all these are consistent with 
the objectives of ^he Bill, 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is some irregularity: if this amendment 
is put at this stage then it would throw out several other amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is that for clause G the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“6, No person shall, in consideration of the grant, renewal or conti- 
nuance of a tenancy of any premises — 

(rt) claim, receive or invite offers or ask for the payment of any 
premium, salami, fine or any other like sum in addition to the 
rent, or 

{h) except with the pripvious written consent of the Controller, claim 
or receive the pdyiUent of any sum exceeding one month’s rent 
of such premises as rent in aavance.” 

The Question was put and a division called. (When the House was 
oividiiig.) ^ 
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Mr* MDUR RASHID 8 Sir, instead of going out every time in this way 
cannot the divisien be taken by a show of hands? 

Mr* DIREIi ROY* We have no such rule in this House. 

Division was taken with the following result; — 

Mr. Nur Alunsd. 

Mr. SulUnuddin Ahmed. 

Rti Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Realuddin Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur Raild 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hussain. 

Mr. Hamidut Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. E. 0. Doyne. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M Shahoodul Haque. 

Mr. Q. J. K. Hook. 

NOES---S. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. Mr. Blren Roy. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. Mr. BIswanath Roy. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 8 tlie motion was carried. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; In view of the acceptance of this amend- 
ment, amendments Nos. 29 to 85 fall through. 

The (jin*stion before the House i.s that clause (> as amended stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stand adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Tho Hon'blo Mr. Balyad Moaizamuddlfi 
Hotaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hoosaln. 

Alhaj Yar All Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

Mr. Goorgo Morgan. 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. Tarak Nath Mukorjoa. 
Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhono Roy. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Son. 

Mr. Md. TauAq. 

Khan Sahib Moulvi WahWuzuman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 25th February, 
1947. 
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Membars absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting^eld on the 24th 
February, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Abdul Lati/ Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(5) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mabalanobish, 

10) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 

11) Khan Bahadur dhyanuddin Pathan, 

12) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 
l|J^^f)r. Kumud Sankar Ray, and 

ll) Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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First Session, 1M7— No. 10. 


The Co^xil met in the Legislative (Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing,* Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 25th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. beij^g the 
tenA day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of thOj 
Gownment of India Act, 1935. r 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phasad SiNiiii Roy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

8afo deposit scheme. 

50.^ Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge the 
Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleaeed to 8tat<fcpt|Wiy 
“safe deposit scheme’ to collect the savings of the poor through the oftfj^ra- 
tive societies or otherwise has been drawn for Bengal districts and put into 
operation ? 

{h) If not, do the (jovernment of Bengal contemplate to draw up such 
co-operative safe deposit schemes for the benefit of the pool in Bengal P 

(c) If not, why iiotP 

(d) Do the Government propose to direct all the co-operative societies in 
Bengal to introduce a scheme of compulsory deposit for its members on tho 
lino of Chittagong Traders Co-operative Bank by suitable amendments in 
their rfespective bye-laws and rules? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION, 
CREDIT and RELIEF (the Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): 

{(f), {1)) and id) No. 

(c) There is already a netw'ork of co-operative credit societies in the 
Province and all members or non-memliers can keep their savings with these 
credit societies. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, may I draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to (d) of the .ouestion where it has been asked “Do the Govern- 
ment propose to direct all the Co-operative Societies in Bengal to introduce 
a scheme of compulsory deposit for its members on the line of Chittagong 
Traders Co-operative Bank by suitable amendments in their respective bye- 
laws and rules?” Now, will the Hon’ble Minister please say whether any 
such rales should be made making it compulsoi'j’ on the members to make 
deposits ? 

Tlw Hotl’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN S I am sorry, it is against 
the principle of co-operation. We cannot compel anybody to deposit. 

^ TMtU ValMy Barragd aohema. 

m 

60. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobish) t Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state if the Teesta Valley 
Barrage schema is being worked out by survey and collection of the neces- 
aary data? If so, when is the survey work likely to be completed and 
when do 4he Government expect to start the exopition of the work? 
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MtHItTER in eharg* of th* DEPARTMENT of IRRICATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): Yes. It is 
too early to say when all the inTestigations will be completed and the 

execution the scheme will start. 

» 

Mr. flIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state ifhen the 
survey began P ^ 

The Hofl’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Since l^t year. In 
this connection I may also make a short statement that possible sitel are 
being investigated for the construction of dams and barrages, in GiellajAola 
^and in other places and geological survey report is also being enquirecfcinto 
to investigate the possibility of damages by earthquake. 

The Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let us take up the Calcutta Rent 

JBill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Before you take it up, Sir, 
permit me to make this motion. ^ 

With your permission I beg to introduce the Calcutta Thika Tenancy 
Bill, 1947, and to give notice that I shall move at short notice at the 
aitting of the Bengal Legislative Council to be held on the 11th March, 
1947, that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, M.L.C., 

(2) Mr. S. M. Taufiq, M.L.C., 

(3) Haji Mohammad Yusuf, M.L.C., 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, M.L.C., 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, M.L.C., 

(6) Mr. George Morgan, M.L.C., 

(7) Mr. Amulyadhone Ray, M.L.C., 

(8) Mr. Biren Roy, M.L.C., 

(9) Mr. Patiram Roy, M.L.C., 

(10) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, M.L.C., and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 2Gth March, 1947. The 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to (‘onstitute a quorum 
shall be five. 

The Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette, Extraordinary, of the 
17th February, 1947, and necessary number of copies of the Bill was sent 
to the BengiJ Legislative Council Department by the Legislative Depart- 
ment for distribution to the members of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Any amendments that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon, etc., can be put in up to 
3 p.m. on the 4th of March. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The amendments may even be 
for change in the personnel of the select committee that I have suggested. 

The fSiloutla Rent Sill, IML 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we, take up the Calcutta Reqt Bill, 1946. 
Several amendments on clause 2 were kept postponed yesterday. What 
about them? 
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TN Httii’bid Mr. FAZLUR RAHMANS They may stand over also todsy 
as Government requires more time to go through them and to come to a 
decision. n 

M^. RRE8IDENTS Is that the general opinion that the amendments 
to sub-clause (J) of clause 2, the consideration of which was postponed 
yesterday,* should be postponed again today as requested by the Hon*ble 
Minister? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: We have no objection. 

Mil PRESIDENT: We will now go to clause 7. 

Clame 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The Question before the House is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: I be^ to move that in sub-clause 
(1) of clause 9 of the Bill, for the words and figures “2Gth day of Juno 
1943”, the words and figures “the Lst day of October 194C” be substituted. 

This is the date on which the Calcutta Rent Ordinance of 1940 came 
into force and it is proper that here also the date should be made Ist day 
of October 1946, instead of the “20th day of June 1943”. 

Mr. j^RESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (7) of clause 
9 of the Bill, for the words and figures “20th day of June 1943” the words 
and figures “the 1st day of October 1940” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment. 
In view of the fact that provision for refund exists in the Rent Control 
Order the clause as amended by the Select Committee should stand. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(i) of clause 9 of the Bill for ^e words and figures “26th day of June, 1943”, 
the words and figures “the Ist day of October, 1946” be substituted. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is 3;hat clause 9 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 10, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. L. P. S. BOURNE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 10 of the 
Bin, after sub-clause (7), the following new sub-clause be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(7A) The Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on receipt 
of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim* 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the 
st^dard rent for any premises, by order in writing fix the standard 
rent of any premises leased or about to be leased by any land* 
lord after such enquiry as he may 4hini fit.” 
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]5'ow, Sir, if you will please tura to the Beport of the Select Committe 
on this Bill you will find a note of dissent by my friend Mr. Clarke in whicl 
he says ^Trovision should be made in clause 10 to enable the Controller oi 
bis own initiative or on the receipt of reliable information from ap iijerest 
ed party to fix the standard rent for any premises 


Bourne for a minute? I 
after the word “initiative’’ 


Mri PRESIDENT: May I interrupt Mr. 
gipears that he read an additional word “shall’ 

But what is his actual amendment? 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: I am afraid there is a typographical ilTror ii 
the printed form as supplied to us. My original amendment was that th 
Controller may on his own initiative and shall on receipt of informatio] 
from an interested party that a landlord is claiming, etc., etc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I think that is all right. You may go on. 

Mr. L. P. S. BOURNE: Thank you, Sir. I will read it again- 
'*{1A) The Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on receipt o 
information from an interested party that a landlord is claiming or receivinj 
a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard rent for. any nremises 
by order in writing fix tlie standard rent of any premises leased 'or abou 
to be leased by any landlord after such enquiry as he may thing fit”. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, he has changed the word “than’ 
to “that” 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Yes, that is all right. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: As 1 was saying, Sir, in the minute of disser 
on the Select Committees rejKirt on this Hill, Mr. Clarke says tha 
“provision should he made in clause 10 to enable the Controller on his ow 
initiative or on the receipt of reliable information from an interested part 
to fix the standard rent for any premises”. In clause 10, suh-clause (1) c 
the Bill, it is provided that the Controller shall, on application by any lane 
lord or tenant, grant a certificate of standard rent and sub-clatree {:i) c 
the same clause provides — “on application made to him b> any tenant c 
occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, hoarding house, or lodgin 

house Now, Sir, this does not go far enough a.s it leaves out i 

the question ordinary domestic premises and business offices and we war 
something in this Bill to provide for the fair use of the Controller's powei 
with regard to all premises, including private premises, lodging houses an 
hotels. The amendment that I have suggested has nothing restrictiv 
about it. It meraly seeks to widen the powers governing the action of tb 
Controller. 1 have also provided in this amendment that the Controlh 
may take action on his own initiative. The clause as it stands does n( 
allow the Controller power to take action on his own initiative. He wi 
have to wait until the landlord or the tenant applies for such action. 
Ifhink, Sir, that this House will accept the view that it is only right that 
a Controller is to be appointed he should have sufficient powers to do his ow 
job and to take action as soon as he comes to know of any unfair dealin 
either on the part of the tenant or on the part of the landlord and that 1 
should therefore take action even if he is not prompted to do so by tl 
tenant who may for various obvious reasons not be willing to bring tl 
matter to his notice. Secondly the amendment provides for application 
be made to the Controller to intervene by any person who is an intere8t< 
party. According to sub-clause (/) of this clause unless and until a pers^ 
first becomes a tenant he cannot make such application and the Control!* 
cannot take action on application. That position seems to be entire 
unfair. Therefore I havjj included in this amendment the words “on recei] 
of information from an interested party”. There may be a person wl 
want to rent new premises and he may also be one of many persons wi 
want the same premises and he knows that the landlord is trying to impo: 
an unfair rent, but h# cannot take action under the provision of Jhe Bi 
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to take aoi^ii iintil he becomes a ^ant. As I say there may be sc^'eral 
other applinumts for the same premises and in our Tiew it is only fair that 
any one of them should be in a position to call i^n the Controller to use 
his pqjB^er. For these reasons I hope that the Hon* hie Minister and the 
House will accept my amendment, 

Mr. PRC8IQENT. Amendment moved that in clause 10 of the Bill 
after sub-clause (i), the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely.* — 

“(iA) The Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on receipt 
of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim- 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard 
rent for any premises, by order in writing fix the standard rent 
of any premises leased or about to be leased by any landlord 
after such enquiry as he may think fit.” 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Sir. I rise to oppose this amendment proposed by 
our honourable friend, Mr. Bourne. The amendment at first reading seems 
Jo be very simple and I thought it was just going to give the Controller 
additional power of assessing the standard rent of the premises on his own 
initiative but Mr. Bourne has been very helpful and he has explained what 
his intentions are and his amendment nearly borders on mischief. He said 
that interested parties will come — and there may be 5 or b parties in certain 
places — and report to the Controller about the fixation of the standard rent 
and the Controller may arbitrarily give a decision which may be against 
the interest of the landlord or even a tenant wdio is interested in the place. 
The particular tenant may not come and that tenant may be preferable to 
the landlord. Now, Mr. Bourne’s amendment would be adverse to the 
interest of both the landlord and a really interested party, a tenant prefer- 
able to the landlord. Here in the Bill sufficient power has been given to 
the Controller to assess the standard rent and clause 10 with all its sub- 
clauses is very exhaustive. The only thing Mr. Bourne wants here is to 
remove landlord from the scene of fixing the standard rent on his own 
initiative? Why, hasn’t he any interest in the renting of his premiseH. 
He gives the initiative to the Controller at the instance of the interested 
parties who need not be tenants but just be interested to harass the house- 
owner. If they are tenants and if they are oppressed they can certainly go 
to the Controller for the redress of their grievances. But when one is not 
a tenant, he certainly should not be allowed to come in to create mischief 
simply to trouble the Controller with his vexatious application and ther(d>y 
injure the owner. This is the reason. Sir, why I ojipose the amendment. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment. 
The first thing is that the “Controller may on his own initiative and shall 
on receipt of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim- 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard rent for 

any premises, by order in writing fix the standard rent 

Jhings must happen — one is that the Controller has got to take the initiative 
whether he receives any information or not and the second thing is that he 
may act after getting the information from the interested parties. In the 
main Bill there is a provision that the Controller has jmwer tc^ fix the 
standard rent on application from the tenant. It is^ queer that the 
Controller should act on receipt of information from interested parties. 
Suppose a landlord has given his building, room or a flat to a tenant and a 
third party comes in and his only interest would be to take advantage of 
this amendment by resorting to foul means, by adopting objectionable 
tactics he will want the building and then let it out at an enhanced rent. 
There are many touts in Calcutta now who are making money out of this 
sort of practice. Does Mr. Bourne want to help them? These touts will 
go to the Controller and say things which do not exist and harass the land- 
lords and disgust Controller and will make money out of these transac- 
tions at the cost of the landlords. The Bill has alr<^ady given enough powers 
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Jo tbe Controller for fixing rent in various Ways and I do not think thu 
amendment will in any way help in checking corruption rather it will bring 
in more complications. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amen&menl 
and my reasons are these: With regard to the premises that are rented 
sub-clause (-?) of clause 10 is sufficient. And with regard to the premises 
that are about to be leased even if the provision is there in the same sub- 
clause, you cannot compel a landlord to lease out his house to the man whc 
is offering the standaril rent. The apprehension of the honourable membei 
Mr. Bourne is : suppose there are five applicants and one of them manoeuvres 
and tries to offer the landlord a higher rent than the standard rent fixed 
by the Controller. The other applicants should be allowed to approach the 
Rent Controller so that he can take action in the matter, if necesspy. Bui 
for that already provisions are sought to be given by Government in amend- 
ment No. 110 which will at a later stage be moved by Khan Bahadui 
A. M. Shahoodul Huque at the instance of Government and provision u 
made therein for punishing all malpractices. And I think that amendment 
would remove the apprehension of the honourable mover who seeks tc 
incorporate his amendment and I would appeal to the honourable membei 
to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister one 
thing? He has explained as a plea for the withdrawal of the amendmeni 
of Mr. Bourne that Government has asked a member of their party to pul 
in certain amendments on behalf of Government. I know, Sir, that the 
Government took the initiative 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: And in view of that amendmeni 
which Government are going to accept, this will be unnecessary, lhat i^ 
what I was saying. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Do the Government realize that the.> 
failed to bring all these matters to the notice of the Select Committee anc 
so they are now putting forward certain amendments through certaii 
members ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nahar wants to know why these points whicl 
have cropped up since could not be thought of and brought before th( 
Select Committee for being thrashed out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: That question cannot arisi 
because. Sir, if in the course of furtlier discussions after the Select Com 
mittee finished its labours some new light was thrown on a matter am 
certain amendments required to be put in either from the Government sidi 
or from any other side of the House Government should be prepared ti 
accept them as they are alw'uys prepared to accept any reasonable amend 
ment. 

Mr. B I REN ROY: Of the Opposition? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Any side if it is reasonable. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: On a point of explanation. Sir. As it is no 
likely that my amendment will have much luck to be accepted by the House 
I rise just on a point of explanation 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You cannot speak again on this amendment o 
yours. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNES- Just in explanation. One particular point wa 
made in the debate — two points in fact. One was that the Controlle 

was 

Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DAB: Will you give us the right of explana 
tion, Sir? 



CALCUTTA EENT BILL. 


m 


mi.] 

Mr. MIESIDENTs Mr. Bourne, you may say sometking only 'on a 
point of personal explanation and not refer to the points raised in the 
debate. Let some member of your party speak on your behalf if you are 
very keen in offering your explanation. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: I think it better that we leave the matter rest 
as it is. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: When the mover has been requested 
by the Minister in charge to withdraw his amendment, cannot the member 
be allowed to have his say, SirP 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; No, he cannot even in view of the fact that he Ifhs 
been requested by the Hon’ble Minister in charge to withdraw the amend- 
ment. He either withdraws the amendment or sticks to it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 10 of the Bill, after sub-clause {l)y the following new sub- 
clause be inserted, namely: — 

'^(lA) The Controller may on his own initiative and shall on receipt 
of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim- 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard 
rent for any premises, by order in writing fix the standard rent 
of any premises leased or about to be leased b\ any landlord 
after such enquiry as he may think fit”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury will now move 
amendment No. 4G. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. So far as this 
motion is concerned it is connected witii other amendments of the Deputy 
President in relation to clause 2 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: AVhich mot ion P 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: The motion which you have just now 
called upon Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury to move, viz., Nos. 4(147. 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: But 1 am not moving this 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In any ca.He there is another gentleman 
along with him; you cannot escape that responsibility; he may move his 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Roy. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But, Sir, can he be allowed to move his 
amendment just now’ because it is connected wdth amendments in relation 
to clause 2 of the Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me examine the point. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This amendment is connected also with 
amendments Nos. 14, 15, 19, regarding "lodging house” which was post- 
ponecl. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think this amendment should stand over. Let 
ns in the meantime examine whether it is out of order or not. beciiuse m 
view of the fact that the House has already accepted the general principle, 
this will probably be out of order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, in that view let it stand over 
for the time being. 
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Ml*. PRESIDENT: It wiU have to be considered in connection with 
amendments to clause 2. 

Mra LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Therefore, Sir, let it stand over instead 
of immediately ruling it out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now Mr. Clarke will move amendment No. 48. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Should not amendment No. 47A come before 
mine ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This amendment of Mr. Rashid also 
should stand over as it relates to the “boarding house” portion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Yes, this amendment is also connected with clause 
2 and should stand over. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May 1 suggest, Sir, that all the amend- 
ments under clause 10 may stand over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, let clause 10 stand over. Now we come to 
clause 11. 


Clause 11. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. The Select 
Committee has deleted clause 11 altogether. This is a new amendment to 
clause 11. When there is no clause 11 how can it be an amendment under 
clause 1 1 P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a new clause. It is a new clause proposed by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir, it is a new clause. I beg to move that 
the following new clause 11, he added: — 

“No distress warrant shall he issued under (liapter VIII of the 
Presidency Small (’ause Courts Act, 1882 and no process under the Code of 
Civil Procedure, 1})()8, in execution of decree passed v.r parte thereunder, 
shall he issued, either for the attachment of property or for the arrest of 
any tenant, in connection with the recovery of the rent of any other premises 
situated in any area to which this Act may a])ply, unless the jierson apply- 
iM for execution, when making his application, swears or affirms by 
affidavit or otherwise that none of the rent, in respect of which execution 
18 applied for is irrecoverable under this Act”. 

Sir, Here I find in line 6 there is a mistake. Sir, the word “any” 
before the word “rent” in line fl should he substituted with the word “three” 
and I have read with this correction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do so. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I am trying to explain why this clause ii 
necessary. Objection has been raised that this clause does not exist in the 
Bill, that this was omitted by the Select Committee and as I was a membei 
of the Select Committee I should not have moved an amendment 
Unfortunately I was absent and so I did not get any opportunity to expresi 
my opinion about it. With all respect to the members of the Select Com 
mittee I must say that this is a most important clause which should Im 
retained, “No process in execution of a decree passed thereunder” — tMi 
is very important. Such safeguards are in vogue in many of the existing 
Acts m Bengal. This is a saieguard against recovery of irrecoverable due 
by an unscrupulous landlor(^. My submission is that there are some ^reed; 
landlords who may go to cdurt and obtain a decree ex parte and then in th< 
claim the sums whidi are irrecoverable under this Act may be included am 
the court may not decide w’hether any portion of the rent is irr^verabl 
in a parte judgment. As the suit is decided ex parte and there will be non 
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to point out if portion of the claim is illegal. So such protection s^ainst 
fraud practised upon court is needed. So I move the addition of this new 
clause for protection of poor tenants. This safeguard is the most important 
in this Bill specially owing to the fact that there is acute shortage of 
housing accommodation in Calcutta. We should give this protection to the 
tenants. With this end in view I move this amendment and I hope this 
will be accepted by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the following new clause 
11, be added: — 

“No distress warrant shall be issued under Chapter VIII of the 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 1882 and no process under 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in execution of n decree pass-^ 
ed eu’ parte thereunder, shall be issued, either for the attachment 
of property or for the arrest of any tenant, in connection with 
ithe recovery of the rent of any premises situated in any area to 
which this Act may apply, unless the person applying for execu- 
tion, whem making his application, swears or amrms by affidavit 
or otherwise that none of the rent, in respect of which execution 
is applied for is irrecoverable under this Act.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I oppose the amendment moved by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. It is an unwarranted attempt on the part of the Govern- 
ment party to give jurisdiction into the hands of the Controller o%’er the 
Presidency Small Causes Courts or civil courts in Bengal. Whenever a rent 
suit is brought even if it is done under the provisions of (^)de of Civil 
Procedure or under the pr()vision.s of the Presidency Small ('auses Courts 
as in Calcutta, certain rules are to be observed. In accordance with those 
provisions a summons has got to be issued on the tenants against which a 
decree is obtained by the landlord. If the tenant does not appear and a 
de<‘ree is pas.sed it becomes e.r parte. No jurisdiction should by given to 
the Controller to override the decrees which are pas.sed ]»y civil courts as 
well as by the Presidency Small Causes Courts. Pven alter getting a 
decree against a tenant there are remedies which are open to the tenants. 
That remedy is that as soon as the execution is sought or a notice is issued 
the tenant may re-appear and apply for revival of the case in the Presidency 
Small Causes Court or in any other court alleging that no summons was 
issued or served upon him and again evid«*T»(‘e is gone into to prove whether 
any summons was actually served upon the tenant. If it is proved that no 
summons was actually served then the court revives the original case and 
the tenant is given an opportunity of filing his Nlateinent and Ids case is 
re-heard and the whole thing comes in again. ^Vhy then the Controller 
should be given this power when the tenant has so many remedies. In fact 
what is sought by the Government here is to make the Controller a Fascist 
Officer giving him uncontrolled power to deal with cases betw^een the land- 
lords and tenants. Here Government i.n trying that even where the civil 
courts or Presidency Small Cause Courts exercise their jurisdiction properly 
even then thev must he interfered with and even then the powers should be 
given to the Controller to come in ami interfere. Here again, Sir, there is 
another purpose behind it. Now why comes in the question of swearing r 
It is for the purpose of increasing the revenue; it is for the purpose of 
indirectly enhancing the revenue to the Government. iMir no affidavit can 
be filed Vitbout affixing a proper stamp and the stamp tliut is necessary 
would be at least one rupee on each affidavit. This also means prolonga- 
tion of the agonies of the landlord or agonies of the parties, of the landlords 
and of the tenants in the matter of realization of rent. This was discussed 
in the Select Committee by us and after some hours discussion we came t^ 
the conclusion that this provision should be deleted and that 
the Presidency Small Causes Court and the power of the Civil 
thould remain in tact and that no power should be given to the Controller 
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«o interfere in any way with the legitimate rights of the civil coorte ai 
well as the Presidency Small Causes Court. With these words, Sir, I oppose 
the amendment of my friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. BUOY 8IH0H HAHAR: I also rise to oppose this amendment 
Sir I would have been glad if Mr. Nur Ahmed would have come forwwd 
with an amendment of a different type suggesting that at the time of filing 
the plaint the landlord must mention therein that the rent as claimed h 
not in exce.ss of the standard re^t. But he has not done that. But whal 
he is asking in the amendment is after the case is over at the time oi 
execution of the decree, again the landlord has got to affinn in an affidavil 
that there has been no increase in the rent. That means, as Mr. Das has 
* said, an indirect way of suggesting additional revenue to the Government 
Mr. Nur Ahmed might be thinking that he is going to relieve the tenantt 
by this amendment. But that is not the case, Sir. This cost will bf 
realised from the tenant also because all the expenditure in the case will 
be realised by an order of the court, the tenant also having to bear the cosi 
in part, and this will be an extra burden on the tenants and there is nc 
eafeguard to prevent it because the landlord who files a suite does openly 
«ay that such and such is the rent. If there is any objection by the tenani 
he can naturally at any time go io the llent (/ontroller and file an objection 
that the rent demanded is in excess of the standard rate. Therefore th( 
question of an affidavit does not in any way help either the tenant or th( 
landlord. With these words 1 oppose the amendment. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I do not understand wh: 
Mr. Das was so vehement in opposing this clause because I find that it ii 
only a question of swearing an affidavit. The Controller has not at all beei 
introduced into this clause. This is also a power to he exercised by t 
party before the court, not before the Kent (Controller. This gives nc 
power to the Rent Controller in addition. Then again, Sir, this is not £ 
new provision. The same provision is there in the (Calcutta Rent Act oj 
1920. Exactly the same wording as section 13 of the Calcutta Rent Ac 

of 1920 where it is laid down “ .shall, when making his application 

swear or affirm by affidavit or otherwise that none of the rent in respect o 
which execution is applied for, is irrecoverable under this Act”. Exactb 
the same terms have been introduced here. And this amendment, I feel 
should he accepted because this will have the effect of preventing illega 
executions by the landlords by c.r parte decrees obtained without ihi 
knowledge of the tenants by suppressing the facts and it is perhaps withii 
the kiiowdedge of my friend, Mr. Das, who is u lawyer how these things dc 
happen in regard to other cases also not only with regard to rent cases. 1 
accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the following 
•clause 11 he added: — 

”No distress warrant shall he issued under Chapter YIII of th( 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 1882 and no process undei 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in execution of a decree pass- 
ed c.r parte thereunder, shall he issued, either for the attachmeni 
of property or for the recovery arrest of any tenant, in connec- 
tion with the recovery of the rent of any premises situated in anj 
area to which this Act may apply, unless the person applying 
for execution, when making his application, swears or affirms b\ 
affidavit or otherwise that none of the rent, in respect of whicl 
execution is applied for, is irrecoverable under this Act.” 

The question was put affd a division taken with the following result:— 

AYES— 3S. 

Mr. 8y«d BidniilSuJa. 

Rai Bahadur Dhlrandra L4il Barua. 

Mr. Raaluddm Blwlya. 


Mr. Abdiilla-tl-Mahmiid. 
Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Buttanuddlfi Ahmad. 
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Mr. Btunit. 

Khan BilUMliir Syad Abdur RatW Chou- 
dhury. 

Mr. Moatwn HotMln Choudhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Utif Choudhury. 
Mr. 8yod Failo Rabbi Choudhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarko. 

Mr. E. D. Doyno. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahl. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hooaln. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Dai. 

Mr. Hemondra Kumar Daa. 

Mr. Satlih Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojondra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 


Mr. Utafat Hoaaaiii. 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latm. 

Mr. Goorgo Morgan, C.I.E. 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. Taraknath Mukor|oa. 
Mr. T. B. Mbnino. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhono Roy. 

Mr. Satlih Chandra Son. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauflq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahlduzzaman. 
HaJI Md. Yuiuf. 

NOES— 10. 

Rai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Birin Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Binndra Klihoro Roy Choudhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai. 


Ayes beiiip ‘^2 and the Noes 10 the motion was agreed to: — 


Chuse 12, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 12 stand part of the Bill. 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I bejir to move that for clause il)) of the 
proviso to sub-clause {1) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“(i) where the tenant has, in the ca.se where there is a contract the 
terms of which prevent him from subletting the promises with- 
out the consent of the landlord, sublet the premises in whole or 
in part without such consent unless such consent has been 
unreasonably withheld, or”. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for chiuse {h) of the 
proviso to sub-clause (7) of clause 12 of the Bill, the f(»llowing he substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“(M where the tenant has, in the case where there is a contract the 
terms of which prevent him from subletting the premisos with- 
out the consent of the landlord, sublet the premises in whole or 
in part without such consent unless such consent has been 
unreasonably withheld, or”. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, Mr. Rashid has not explained what he means 
bv “unreasonably withheld”. The (question is that a tenant finding it 
inconvenient at any time may in order-for whatever reasons to oppress the 
landlord—here the question of landlord not oppressing tlie tenant comers in— 
sublet the place to another person whom he likes and derives a profit out 
of the transaction at the cost of the landlord. Mr. Rashid very conymient.y 
puts in that there should not be any validity of even a written contract, 1 
think he is ashamed now he has moved hi.s amendment. (Mr. Abpi^ 
Rashid: No.) Well, if anybody can explain the words unreasonably 
withheld” we shall have no hesitation in accepting this amendment. But 
unless we are quite sure of what he actually means by this word 
“unreasonably” and then the word “withheld” 1 do not think any member 
should accept this amendment. 

Mr. MOHO. TAUFIQ: Sir, I rise to support the amemlment moved 
by Mr. Rashid. I will explain the word “unreasonably'’ which ““s 
objected to. It is the custom in Calcutta that the landlord (fives his ho^ 
to a tenant and the tenant sub-leU it in parts but now-a-days due to tto 
profiteering business whenever a landlord gets a chance he tries to ou« 
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tlie tenant and himself lets it in parts. It is said that the tenant by sub- 
letting will reap the benefit out of it and why should he alone be benefited f 
It is not correct. Every sub-tenant has also got the right to approach the 
Controller and say that the original tenant is charging higher rent and. the 
Controller can remedy it. So there is no question oi the tenant or the 
landlord profiteering. The sub-tenant also can approach the Controller and 
say that the original tenant is chpging undue rent. The question of 
oppressing the landlord does not j^rise. With these words I support the 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I would oppose this amendment, Sir, 
as it implies that there is no sanctity in the contract. There is a contract 
entered into between the landlord and the tenant under the terms of which 
the tenant is prevented from sub-letting the premises without the consent 
of the landlord. Now that sanctity of the terms of such a contract is sought 
to be violated by this amendment indirectly, by an indirect attack on the 
contract, inasmuch as it is stated at the end of this amendment “sublet 
the premises in whole or in part without such consent unless such consent 
hw been unreasonably withheld.” The question of withholding consent 
reasonably or unreasonably cannot and does not arise when there is an 
express contract between the tenant and the landlord by the terms of which 
[the tenant is prevented from sub-letting the premises. In this view of 
the matter, Sir, I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir. 1 rise to support this amendment. Many 
tenants are placed in very great difhcultie.s due to the fa(‘t that they are 
unable to obtain the sanction of the superior landlords to sub-let and in 
conseciuence they may be in danger (»f losing ])osse.ssion of their premises. 
The main point on which we place our support this that a landlord does 
unreasonably withhold this permission and the reason for doiiig so is quite 
often only too obvious and that is to get rid ol the tenants wlio have oeen 
in possession for a long time so that he can quite possibly obtain very much 
larger rents from tenants wlio will not bring the matter tf> the notice of 
Government or to the Rent (’ontrbller. With thes(‘ words, Sir, I support 
the amendment. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this amendment. 
What does the amendment mean? It means that the mov(‘r wants to create 
another class of people. There is already a class known as “tenants” and 
there is a class “landlords”. The amendment that has been suggested by 
Mr. Abdul Rashid seeks to create another class of people as “middlemen” 
or a tenant having the status of a landlord by sub-letting the house. Why 
do you agree to create a new class, jute as there is the jotedar class among 
the landlords? You want to kill the zamjndary system and also the 
jotedar class but here you want to create another class just as there is 
another class, namely, that of jotedan in the zammdary system. Why 
I oppose this amendment is this: we find that there may be in a flat three 
or four rooms, one bath-room and one kitchen, but if the flat is sub-let and 
divided, then what happens? It will surely happen that the new tenants 
will not get any proper kitchen and oilier things and they will go to the 
Rent Controller and sav “Provide UvS with all these things” and then what 
will happen ? The landlord will have to spend — for getting the same amount 
of money as rent — a huge sum and at the same time Government will not 
supply him with any pipes or cement or other building materials at 
controlled rates, and he will have to get all these in the black market, — of 
course I do not say that the Parliamentary Secretary does really want to 
help the black market — for the erection of iliese things but at the same time 
they do not release all thes^^niilding materials, cement and pipes, etc., and 
they want a new class of men to be put in the position of landlords who will 
have to do all these things. Suppose a drain system could stand its use 
by 10 persons only and if a tenant with a memWship of ten sub-iets the 
house to have a profit out of it to another person who has a family of ten 
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perso^ Also, then the drainage will not work prowrly, and the tenants will 
get diieases of all sorts and still you want to hdp another cl^s of people 
earning something by unfair means. I would not have mentioned all these 
Idlings but I know that even responsible persons in the Controller’s office — 
I will not name anybody here — but members of the select committee had 
discussed the matter and found that tliere are quite a large number of persons 
who are earning a huge lot out of this sub-letting business. The main 
purpose of the committee was to stop this. If a tenant does not for some 
reason want more than two rooms, let him leaTe the other rooms to the 
original landlord and let the landlord divide the premises and let it at the 
rate of rent which will be fixed by the Controller. But jilease do not allov 
this amendment to be carried. It ivould be doing injury to the public 
health of this city for maintaining all these things. If you allow another 
class of landlords to grow up in place of the original landlords tiiat will 
create more trouble and confusion and I dare say men who have got means 
and influence will go to the Controller’s office and get this and that done. 
We want the people to live in peace and happily. (‘^Heur, hear” from the 
European group) Sir, I hear the words “hear, hear” from the European 
benche.s. 1 may say that many of my European friends are in possession of 
rented houses and they are earning a huge lot of money by sub-letting, and 
because their interest is served by the pa.ssing of this amendment they are 
supporting it. By this amendment you will he creating a hell in the city 
of Calcutta which in respect of health is going from bad to worse. 

Mr# 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: I regret that I have to differ from my 
friends on this side of the HouHt‘ and to support the amendment. Sir, the 

f jresent legislation is purely (‘luergency legislation and not permanent 
egislation. My friends have raised the question of the sanctimony of the 
contract and that it will he violated if this piece of legislation is passed. 
But, Sir, what are we going to do in this particular legislation ? Is it not 
violating the sanctity of contract for the purpose of protecting n class of 
people who on account of a dearth of houses is in great difficulties and there- 
fore deserves such protection? Can we make any distinction between the 
case of a lessee and that of sub-les.see in this matter. Both are in difficulties 
for dearth ol liou.ses and require protection. If we accept tliis amendment 
protection for the purpo.se of which this legislation is going to he enacted, 
will also be extended to a deserving cla.ss. 1 think in case of emergency 
when people want such protection it must be given. With these words I 
support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I do not quite follow the 
argume|t8 of Mr. Nahar, because I do not see how this is going to lead to 
abuses which this Bill is trying to stop. I do not think there is any room 
for such abuses as ample provision has been made io stop such abuses and 
I do not consider that so much argument was necessary in support of this 
amendment. I support the amendment, and I hope the House will accept it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that for clause 
{h) of the proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

(b) where the tenant has, in the case where there is a contract the 
terms of which prevent him from subletting the premises with- 
out the consent of the landlord, sublet the premises in whole or 
in part without such consent unless such consent has been 
unreasonably withheld, or” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. There are several amendments— amendments 59 to 
72 — ^which fall throjugh because of the acceptance of this amendment. 
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Mr* SIREN ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in the |>roTi 80 to sub-danse 
ti) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of paragraph 
le)f namely;— 

“or has wilfully or negligently caused damages to the premises and 
refuses to repair such damages or“. 

Sir, it is a very simple amendment. Clause (c) reads as follows: — “Where 
the tenant has been guilty of coi^uct which is a nuisance or an annoyance 
to occupiers of adjoining or neighbouring premises”, but Sir, the question 
is how he can be found guilty of the conduct or how he can be a nuisance. 
Even if he is found guilty in that way by the occupiers of the adjoining 
premises, there is nothing to prevent him to be a nuisance to the landlord 
or even to the building and in many cases it will be found that when 
damages are caused to the buildings by tenants they refuse to repair it and 
shoke the responsibility on to the landlord. Now, Sir, when this Bill will 
be in operation the Controller would have the power within 14 days to ask 
the landlord to repair such damages caused by the tenants. There is no 
provision to make an enquiry as to who caused the damage. There should 
be an enquiry and on enquiry if the tenant is found to have caused the 
damage he should be made liable for such repairs as would be necessary, 
and in case he refuses to repair such damages then that should come under 
what is termed guilty of conduct which is a nuisance or an annoyance to 
occupiers of adjoining or neighbouring premises, or has wilfully or negli- 
gently caused damages to the premises and refuses to repair such damages, 

or “ This should be tak en as one of the reasons for the landlord to 

apply to the court for ejecting the particular tenant and for this reason I 
have put in this amendment. As explanatory to this I have put in amend- 
ment No. 100 which will give an idea as to how these damages can be 
assessed. Now, Sir, landlords have been found to be criminals and their 
only crime is that the let out buildings and it is the desire that they are 
to be penalised in every way, short of being sent to jail. They are therefore 
to be put to all sorts of troubles. This amendment at least removes one of 
those troubles of the landlords, namely, that of being hauled up for repairs 
at once or being made responsible for a heavy sum of money as penalty or 
even forced to pay exorbitant charges on account of repairs for damages 
caused by his tenant — to be fixed by the Controller. 1 think, Sir, this simple 
amendment will be accepted by the Hon’ble Minister in charge. 

MFi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the proviso to sub- 
clause (i) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
paragraph (c), namely; — 

“or has wilfully or negligently caused damages to the premises and 
refuses to repair such damages, or”. • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAE: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by my friend, Mr. Roy, It is so very reasonable that I should think 
that even the opposing side which opposes everything that comes from this 
side should cease opposing this time. Here the tenant causing damage 
either wilfully or negligently should be asked to repair and it will be higWy 
improper if that damage is to be repaired by the landlord. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: On a point of order, Sir 

(Mr. Clarke also rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Clarke. 

Khan Bahidur ABDUR BA8HID CHOWDHURY: Mr. Nur Ahmed has 
risen on a point of order. Sir. Is it a point of order, Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. I beg to submit that this amendment is 
not in order. This amendment is in connection with paragraph (h) of 
proviso of sub-clause (/) which has been omitted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: We are dealinff with («). So. it is quite in order. 
Yes, Uf. Clarke. 

Mr> Ca Ea CLARKE: Sir, I have great pleasure in supporting Mr. Biren 
Roy’s amendment. It is a very useful amendment and I think he haa 
argued his case extremely well. With these few words I do support tho 
amendment that is now being made. 

The Hon’ble Mfa FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I think the amendment of 
Mr. Roy is unnecessary in view of the provision that is already there in 
12(i)(a) “Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall apply: — 

(a) Where the tenant has done any act contrary to the provisions of 
clause (m) and clause (o) or clause (;;) of section 108 of the 

Transfer of Property Act, 1882 “ This covers all the 

cases of damages, wilful or negligent. I think Mr. Roy will not 
be able to give one instance which is not covered by this Act. 
So I oppose the amendment. 

Mr PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the proviso 
to sub-clause {1) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the 
end of paragraph (c), namely: — 

“or has wilfully or negligently caused damages to the premises and 
refuses to repair such damages or”. 

Question was put and a division called. (When the Division bell was 
ringing.) 

Mr BIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Is it in order for him, I 
mean Mr. Sen, to come and sit with us but vote against usP The Govern- 
ment Benches are on that side; we are in Opposition. He is crossing the 
floor several times. 

Mr PRESIDENT: That is all right. 

A division was taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 12. 


Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Oat. 

Mr. E. D. Ooyne. 

Mr. Q. J. K. Hook. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 


Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 
Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


NOES— 14. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Ruid 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Moazzem Hoeaain Chaudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Ohowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Faale Rabbi Phoivdhury. 
rt. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 
han Bahadur Sheikh Fazai Ellahi. 

The Hon'bie Mr. Abdul Qofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Hague. 


The Hon'bie Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddln 
Hoiain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoetain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

The Hon'bie Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerioa. 
Mr. Abdul Raahid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. Satiih Chandra Son. 

Or. Kaairuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauflq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl WahMuzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yuauf. 


Ayes being 12 and Noes 24 the motion was lost. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that for clause 13 of the Bill, the 
following 

(At this ^tage Mr. Abdul Rashid went to Mr. Nur Ahmed and spoke 
something to him.) 


Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Is it in order for 
Mr, j^hid to go over to Mr. Nur Ahmed and make suggesitonaP 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: He is a member of his own party and there is 
nothing wrong in making suggestions to him. I do not see any objection 
to it* 



Clause 13. 


Mfi NUR AHMED S I be^ to move that for clause 13 of the Bill, the 
following be substituted as clauses 13, 14 and 15, namely: — 

13. Suit or proceeding for eviction not to be instituted and possession 
of premises not to he recovered without previous permission of the Controller 
in certain eases. — (1) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant 
in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom in which 
any of the grounds specified in clause (d) of the proviso to sub-section (/) 
of section 12 has been taken as a ground for such eviction shall be entertain- 
ed by any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the Controller 
by an order in writing under sub-section (3) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such permission 
has been granted. fC/. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, 
paragraph 9A and the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, paragraph 
lOA.J 


(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 
possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a decree 
or order for the recovery of possession of such premises has been made before 
the date of commencement of this Act on any of the grounds specified in 
clause (c) of the proviso to sub-paragraph ()) of paragraph 9 of the Cal- 
cutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, or in clause (c) of the proviso to sub- 
paragraph (/) of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order. 
1942, but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from the 
tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed until the land- 
lord produces before the Court by which such deciee or order may be 
executed or in which such execution is pending, as the case may be, proof 
that he was permitted by the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House 
Rent Control Order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942. 
as the case may be, to institute such suit or proceeding or to prosecute such 
suit or proceeding or to recover pos.session of such premises by the execution 
of such decree or order or that he has been permitted by the Controller b> 
an order in writing under sub-section (J) to recover possession of such 
premises by the execution of such decree or order. 

(J) A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — ^ 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (1) permitting him to institute 
a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub-section against a 
tenant in possession of any premises for evicting such tenant 
therefrom, or 


(5) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him to recover 
possession of the premises in respect of which any decree or 
order referred to in the said sub-section has been made by th§ 
execution of such decree or order, 

flhall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on receipt 
of such application, the Controller, after giving the tenant in possession of 
the premises an opportunity for showing cause against the application and 
after considering all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(t) in the case refeaTed to in clause (a) that there is sufficient cause to 
hold that any of the grounds specified in clause (d) of the proviso 
to sub-section (1) of stKjtion 12 which has been taken by the 
landlord as a ground for eviction of the tenant in such suit 
proceeding exists, and 
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(U) in the case referred to in clause (b) that it is a fit case for the 
landlord to recover possession of the premises by execution of the 
decree or order roferred ip in that clause on any of the grounds 
referred to therein on which such decree or order has been made, 

the ^ntroUer shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make the order 
applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, he shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any order 
referred to m sub-section (i?) permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any premises by the execution of a decree or order, allow such time as 
he considers necessary to the tenant to vacate the premises and to delivsjf' 
possession thereof to the landlord. 

14. Suit or proceeding for eviction for non-contpliance with the provi^ 
sions of the Act as to payment of rent. — (1) No suit or proceeding by a land- 
lord against a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant 
therefrom, in which non-compliance witn the provisions of this Act as to the 
pavTnent or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act within the time specified in that 
behalf in this Act has been taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be 
entertained by any Court imless the landlord has been permitted by the 
Controller by an order in writing under sub-section (i^) to institute such 
suit or proceeding and has produce-l before sucli Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. \Cf. The Calcutta House Kent Control Order, 
1943, paragraph 9B and the Bengal Hou.se Kent ('ontrol Order, 1942, para- 
graph lOA.] 

{2) A landlord desiring to obtain from tbt* Controller any order referred 
to in sub-section (!) permitting him to institute a suit or proceeding referred 
to in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any premises for 
evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
that bwialf, and if, on receipt of such application, the Controller, after 
giving the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity of showing 
cause against the application and considering all the circumstances of tlm 
case, is satisfied that there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant 
in respect of such premises, or that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
compliance, and if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has depositfCii in 
the manner in which a deposit of rent is require-l to be made under sub- 
section (i) of section 16 the rent allowable by this Act in arrear before an 
order sunder this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after recording 
his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application, but, if the 
Controller is not so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
tthe rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make the order applied for. 

15. Stay of suit and proceeding for eviction of a tenant pending appeal 

against order permitting landlord to institute or prosecute such suit or 
proceeding . — Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 
against an order of the Controller under sub-section (3) of section 13 or 
under sub-section {2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit 
or proceeding in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub- 
section (J) of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any 
premises by the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connec- 
vion with such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, 
shall be stayed during the period such apwal is pending on intimation ox 
such appeal being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding han 
been instituted or such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree 
or order is pending, as the case may be, by the person W whom such uppm 
bus been presented. [Cf. Tlie C alcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, 
pwugraph 9D. ] ' 
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Sir, bj this amendment I want to restore |he clauses wbicb were in the 
original bill. These three clauses have been omitted by the Select Com- 
mittee and a new clause has been substituted by the Select Committee to 
cover all these three clauses. These clauses, particularly 13 and 14 relate 
to the procedure as to how to get permission from the Controller and I tl^k 
that was a very easy and less costly procedure, advantageous and convenient 
to the landlord and also to the tenant and it was less costly at the same 
time. Now the procedure which has been provided in the bill by the Select 
Committee will prove very costly and very much harassing and obstructive 
to the tenant. 

Mri SIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir. The question is that there 
dre many amendments to clause 13 and Mr. Ahtued is putting in clauses 13, 
14 and 15 all together in one amendment. Is this in order, Sir? He can 
put in 13 first and carry on with it. 

Mn PRESIDENT: I think that is quite in order. He can move his 
own amendment and if his amendment is carried the other amendments will 
fall through. 

Mfi BldOY SINGH NAHAR: We have taken up clause 13 and not 
clauses 14 and 15. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed is not moving amendments to bill 
clauses 14 and 15. He has moved an amendment to bill clause 13 only, to 
replace it by his suggested clauses 13, 14 and 15. He has simply said that 
such and such be substituted for bill clause 13. Yes, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: As I was saying Sir, this will be advantageous 
both for the tenant and also for the lanalord and my amendment seets to 
simplify the procedure and to provide safeguards for the tenant. So I 
commend my amendment for the acceptance of the House, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that for clause 
13 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: I would request Mr. Nur Ahmed 
to withdraw his amendment in view of the Government being prepared to 
accept the amendments to be moved by Mr. Clarke on this clause. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: In view of the statement made by the Hon’ble 
Minister I beg leave of the House to withdraw this amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In any case I have got to place it before the House. 
Now the house is in seizin of the amendment. Mr. Nur Ahmed has moved 
it. 


Amendment moved that for clause 13 of the Bill, the following be substi- 
tuted as clauses 13, 14 and 15, namely: — 

13. iSwit or proceeding for eviction not to be instituted and possession of 
Remises not to be recovered without previous permusion of the Controller 
tn certain cases, — (1) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant 
in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom in which 
any of the grounds specified in clause (d) of the proviso to sub-section (I) 
of section 12 has been taken as a grouna for such eviction shall be entertain- 
ed by any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the Controller 
by an order in writing under sub-section (J) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such permission 
has been granted. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, para- 
graph 9A and the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, paragraph lOA.] 
(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 
possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a decree 
or order lor the recovery of possession of such premises has been made 
before the date of commencement of this Act on any of the grounds specified 
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in ciattse {e) of the proviso to sub-paragrpah (2) of paragraph 9 of the Cal- 
ontta House Bent Control Order, 1943, or in clause (c) of the proviso to 
sub-pftragraph (I) of paragraph 10 of ^e Bengal House Bent Control Order, 

1942, but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from the 
tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed until the land- 
lord produces before the Court by which such decree or order may be 
executed or in which such execution is pending, as the case may be, proof 
that he was permitted by the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House 
Bent Control Order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, 
as the case may be, to institute such suit or proceeding or to prosecute suol 
suit or proceeding or to recover possession of such premises by the execution^ 
of such decree or order or that ne has been permitted by the Controller bv 
an order in writing under sub-section (J) to recover possession of suon 
premises by the execution of such decree or order. 

A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him to institute 

a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub-section against a 
tenant in possession of any premises for evicting such tenant 
therefrom, or 

(b) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him to recover 

possession of the premises in respect of which any decree or order 
referred to in the said sub-section has been made by the execution 
of such decree or order, ^ 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on receipt 
of such application, the Controller, after giving the tenant in possession of 
the premises an opportunity for showing cause against the application and 
after considering all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(t) in the case referred to in clause (a) that there is sufficient cause 
to hold that any of the grounds specified in clause (d) of the 
proviso to sub-section (I) of section 12 which has been taken 
by the landlord as a ground for eviction of the tenant in such 
suit or proceeding exists, and 

(m) in the case referred to in clause (b) that it is a fit case for the 
landlord to recover possession of the premises by execution of the 
decree or order referred to in that clause on any of the grounds* 
referred to therein on which such decree or order has been made, 
the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make the order 
applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, he shall also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any order 
referred to in sub-section permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any premises by the execution of a decree or order, allow sucn time as 
he considers necessary to the tenant to vacate the premises and to deliver 
possession thereof to the landlord. 

14. aSuH or proceeding for eviction for non-compliance with the provi- 
nons of the Act as to payment of rent. — (/) No suit or preceding by a land- 
lord against a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant 
therefrom, in which non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to 
the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act within the time specified in that 
behalf in this Act has been taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be 
entertained Jby any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the 
Controller by an order in writing under sub-section (2) to institute such 
suit or proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. [(7/. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 

1943, paragraph 9B and the Bengal House Bent Control Order, 1942, para- 
5fnph 10AA.J 





ADJOTJBNMENT. 


[2&th 


(J^) A landlord desiring to obtein from itbe Controller any order referred 
^to in 0 ub- 8 ection (I) permitting him to institute a suit or proceeding referred 
^io in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any premises for 
eticting such tenant therefrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
that bwialf, and if, on receipt of such application, the Controller, after 
giving the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity of showing 
cause against the application aim considering all the circumstances of the 
case, is satisfied that there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
lions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant 
m respect of such premises, or that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
r compliance, and if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited in 
» 4he manner in which a deposit of rent is required to be made under sub* 
^ section (I) of section 16 the rent allowable by this Act in arreay before an 
order under this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after recording 
his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application, but, if the 
Controller is not so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited the 
rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller shall, also after recording 
his reasons in writing, make the order applied for. 

16. Stay of suit and proceeding for eviction of a tenant pending a^eal 
against order permitting landlord to institute or prosecute such suit or 
proceeding , — Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 against 
an order of the Controller under sub-section {3) of section 13 or under sul>> 
aeotion (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit or proceed- 
ing in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub-section (3) 
of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any premises 
by the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connection with 
such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall be 
stayed during the period such appeal is pending on intimation of such 
appeal being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has been 
instituted or such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order 
is pending, as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal has 
been presented. [Of, The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, para- 
graph 9D.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to grant leave to 
Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS and Mr. BIREN ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been objected to. So it will be put to the 
vote. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir, it may be put to the 

vote and Gtevemment will have to vote against it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To save the time of the House I need not read the 
amendment again. 

The question before the House is the amendment No. 79A of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Nur Ahmed your amendment is 
lost. Come over to our side. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we better stop here today. The House 
stands adjourned till p.m. tomorrow. 

AdJfNimiiMiiL 

The Oounoil Aen adjourned till 2*15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 26th 
February, Hi?. 



M£MB£BS ABSENT. 


Mamiiers abseiit. 

Tll« following members were absent from the meeting held on the 25i|^ 
February, 1947: — - , 

(1) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(4) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(5) Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(6) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(7) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(10) Mr. Biswanath Roy, and 

(11) Miss Ethal Robertson, C.S.P. 
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Bengal legislative council j>eiiates 

, , - ■ - - — 

First tiitlMii 1M7-4IO. II. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 26th February, 1947 at 2-15 p.m. being 
the eleventh day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(^)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Peasa'd Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Programma of Busineas. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD. Sir, may I draw your attention to 
ihe programme of business that we have received up to now which shows 
that there will be business on the 3rd and 4th March and the House will 
adjourn and then again meet on the 10th March. 1 think members on both 
sides of the House are of the opinion that it will be convenient if the House 
d^s not sit on the 3rd and 4th so that members who come from roofussil 
* will not be required to come again on 3rd and 4th and then again go and^ii 
again come back on the 10th March. I would request you to give us this 
recess. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. AbdulIa-al-Mahmud, my attention was drawn ^ 
to this request yesterday but I regret to say that I ^id not agree with your 
views and my reasons are these: We shall start the general discussion of 
Bie Budget from the 27th and there will be General Discussion of the 
Budget on the 28th also and then we adjourn and take up the general dis- 
cussion of the Budget again on the 3rd and 4th March, that is on Monday 
and Tuesday next. Now, it is very necessary that the Budget Discussion 
should be continuous as far as possible. It is a privilege of tliis House to 
discuss the Budget. This House has no right to vote on the demand for 
grants and it is assumed that Government will take decision on the Budget 
in ^he light of discussion of the Budget here, 1 believe that the voting on 
the demand for grants in the other place will start on the 12th March. So, 

H we postpone the general discussion of the Budget till 10th March we 
•haj ] hardly give Government chance to consider the opinion expressed on 
the Budget in this House. (Mr. Biren Roy: Do thev ever take into 
.consideration our views on the Budget Discussion?) (Mr. Haeidas 
Mazumdab : That is a farce of a debate and therefore the general 
discussion of the Budget can be postponed.) Well, it is entirely lOr the 
House to decide that. I am just drawing your attention to the fact that 
it is a privilege of the House to discuss the Budget and my advice to the 
House would be to take the matter seriously, namely, the General Dis- 
cussion of the Budj^et. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: We do not take the discussion senously 
at aU. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You should, Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is your opinion, Sir, and we may 
l^ve our OW 31 opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: However, I would suggest that the general dis- 
c?Mion of the Budget should be continuous. If you postpone the dispf* 
®oa After 2dth and ihon take up discussion on the 10th March thwi iBere 
22 ' * 





^ Mf» ABOULLA»AL*MAHMUDs There will be time sufficient for the 
Hon^ble Minister to embody our views on the Budget in the course of hie 
reply to the other House. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Well, it is not for me to press my viewij on you. 
I am entirely in the hands of the House. It is for you to say what you 
want at the same time it is my duty to advise that the House should take 
the General Discussion of the Budget very seriously and it is your privilege 
to criticise the Budget in a manner which would enable the Government to 
shape their policy in the light of the discussion that takes place here. 
Personally, my opinion is quite contrary to the suggestion. May I hear 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s views in this matter? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, I have consulted the members of 
my party and they have no objection to postpone the discussion of the 
Budget. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of objection. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Inasmuch as they are anxious to have 
holidays we do not stand in their way. # 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is the privilege of the Opposition to take part in 
the discussion of the Budget. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Tomorrow and the day after we are to 
discuss the Budget and these days are not affected. The Government partv 
is anxious to have holidays only on the next two allotted days, namely, the 
3rd and 4th March. To this we can possibly have no objection. » 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I also agree with the views of Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. 


Mr. G. MORGAN: I object to the proposal before the House. Perhaps 
it is one way of postponing discussion on the Budget on the second two 
allotted days. I don’t know if this postponement is to prove that discussion 
by this House is a “farce” as remarked by an honourable member. 

Tha Hon'bls Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We shall have no objection to 
whatever is the desire of the House as a whole. If it would be convehient 
to the majority of members to have the Budget discussion postponed after 
the first two nays debate tomorrow and the day after. Government can 
possibly have no objection. I agree with the views you hold and expressed, 
that it would be desirable from the point of view oi the importance of the 
House to have the discussion, continuously for some days, but, for the 
convenience of the members if a postponement is desired we won’t object. 

HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What about the Accounts Committee? 
We have not heard anything since about the constitution of the Accounts 
Committee with this House represented on it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At present Jhat is not before the House, 
Mr. Masumdar. If it is the desire of the House that the Budnet discussion 
should be postponed by ten days it is for the Government to wter ^e dates 
accordingly. 


ABDUL RASH ID l OxKthe 27th and 23th of this month, namely, 
^J^nltoiTOW and the day after, w»e are having the discussion. I# is only m 
^i^ot of the last two days we want a slight postponement. 



QMB3TiONS ^ ANSWERS. . 

. lioint Ilf Afriouitun, VtUrtawy aMI Animai Hmtandry. 

ii« Mr* Ca MORGAN I (a) Will the Hon*ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to sta^ if he is 

aware — 

(t) lAat the term of office of the Board of Agriculture, Veterinary and 
Animal Husbandry expired in August, 1946; and 

(ft) that the Board has not yet been reconstituted? 

(b) Is it proposed to reconstitute the Board of Agriculture, Veterinary 
and Animal Husbandry? 

(c) If so, when? 

(d) If not, why not? 

Mf. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries)! 

(a)(t) Yes. 

The Board has just been reconstituted as the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries with three wings, Agriculture, Veterinary and Fisheries. 

(6) to (d) Do not arise. 

, Mrt HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Parliamentary Secretary let 
the House know what are the names of the members of the Board of Agri - » t 
culture already constituted? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I cannot tell you that oflfhand. I have not got 
the list with me. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be pleased to state 
Shat the Board of Veterinary which expired in August, ly46 and since 
reconstituted cannot find a place to sit and cannot even house their office 
and is advertising for a place for the last one year and is it a fact that no 
landlord is going to give a house to house this office on account of the 
rigours of the Rent Control Order? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I have got no such information. 

Bengal State-Aid to Industries Amendment Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that a comprehensive Bengal State- Aid to Industries Amendment 
Bill was drafted by the last Ministry and even notice was given for its intro- 
duction in the Bengal Legislative Council ? 

(b) Do the Government of Bengal propose to introduce a comprehensive 
Amending Bill as promised by the last Ministry? 

(c) If 80 , when? 

MINISTER in ohargo of tho DEPARTMENT of OOMMERGE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (tlia Hon'bM Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmod)i (a) and (b) 

Yes. 

(c) Id the next Session. 

The Caloutta Rent Bill, 1S46. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR S What about a statement from the 
Hon^ble Minister, Sir, in the matter of the tramway workers strike that is 
going on stiR?, 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I cannot allow you to put a short-notice quesl^e^l 
aa I must now pass on to the Caloutta Hent Bill. ' ^ 



Mr. HARIDM IIAZUMOARi ftte Hautoe Minuter u fortmutely 
fc fff and ]» may asave na wl^ he ia ooming forward yrj^h anoh a atatemeat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It 10 for him to say whether he is prepared to asstire 
ycm or not. Let ns now take up the amendments that were postponed on 
(^) clause 2. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards amendment No. 12 I do not think it 
arises in view of the fact that Nos. 10 and 11 were lost. Similar is the case 
with regard to No. 13. No. 14 therefore may be moved. Rai Bahadur 
Jogendra Chandra Bay. 

Rai Bahadur dOGENDRA CHANDRA RAY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in sub-clause {5) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “bdging house” 
in line 11, the words “let on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

Sir, there are two kinds of boarders, some permanent and others qasual. 
Casual visitors visit the city for purposes of business, for purposes of 
pleasure or for temporary halt en route to their destination. If a hostel is 
to serve the primary purpose of accommodating casual visitors the number 
of permanent visitors should not be allowed to be increased beyond a certain 
proportion; otherwise it will be very difficult for casual visitors to find 
accommodation. If this amendment is not accepted, it will give encourage- 
ment to boarders to get into a hotel ostensibly for temporary accommoda- 
tion and then take advantage of the Act and stick on to the inconvenience 
of genuine visitors. I therefore commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (5) of clause 
2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line 11, the words “lei 
on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

Mr. BIREN RDY: Sir, I rise in support of this amendment which is 
a very reasonable one and I think the Hon’ble Minister will find his way 
to accept it, because of the fact that, otherwise, us the Bill is being framed, 
landlords will try to take advantage of this by going inHo hotels and boarding 
houses and lodging houses and occupying all the rooms there, because that 
is the only way whereby they can have a place where to lay their hands. 
But if this is ifone on a weekly basis, that may be stopped. 

Mr. LALIT DHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment. 
In the Delhi legislation on this subject a similar provision with regard jto 
the hotels has been found. In fact, unless these words are inserted, those 
who come and would like to stay in hotels will find it difficult for wtfnt of 
accommodation if all the seats in hotels, etc., are occupied by permanent 
boarders, and the very purpose of hotels will be frustrated thereby. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment. 
I do not see any reason why the rooms let on a monthly basis should be 
excluded from the operation of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The q uestion before the House is that in sub-clause 
(J) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line 11, Jhe 
words “let on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

The motion was put and a division taken wdth the following result: — 

AYit— 13. 


Mr, Lain Ohantfra Das. 

Mr. HanMiMlra Kumar Oai. 

Mr. taiililiii Ohantfra Dutta. 

Mr. Satiah Ohantfra Jana. 

8 11 iihatfur Oralantfra Mohan Maltra. 

r. NaMMNlra Nath MaholanNMth, 
^|l*i Saliaf OUiih Nahar. 


Rai Rahadur Jofantfra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Batiram Roy. 

Mr. Blrondra Kishoro Roy O howtfh M ry. 
Mr. Oharu Ohantfra Sanynt. 

Mr. Batlih Ohantfra Bib. 






NOM-at. 

Mr. K. NMlU _ 

Tiw Ita*M« Mr. Mytd MinmimiiMiii 
Nuttin. 

Mr. LatMit MmhiIii. 

KhM SahM Mtbaraii AU KhMU 
Mr. AMM Utif. * ^ 


Mr. MoaiMiii Htitsain ChoiMlIiury. 

Mr. AbM HamM Chowdliiinr. 

Mr. C. e. Olarkt. 

Mr. D. 4 . Conan. 

Mr. E. 0. Doyiit. 

Mrs. LaOinyaproYO Outta. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haqua. 


Mr. Qaarfs Morgan. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Muharji. 
Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Ahdur RaahM. 

Mias Ethal Rohartaon. 
Mauivi WahMuaaaman. 


Ayes being 13 and Noes 24 the motion was lost. 

Mr* Ca Ea CLARKE: Sir, I be^ to move that in snb-clause (J) of olause 
2 of the Bill, after the words ^^lodginff house*’ in line 11, the words *^let for 
a period of not less than one month’” be inserted. 

Sir, this clause as it now reads is likely to prove unfair and dis- 
advantageous to travellers in transit and in inserting this amendment we 
seek to be more precise and definite in regard to the definition of “premises”. 
With these words, Sir, I commend my amendment for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (S) of olause 
2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line 11, the words “let 
for a period of not less than one month” be inserted. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman was saying something to the President.) 

The Hoti’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, does this amendment arise 
in view of the decision of the House on the previous amendment? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We cannot follow what he is saying. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Minister was trying to point out whether in 
view of the decision given by the House on tne previous amendment' of 
Eai Bahadur Togendra Nath Kay, this amendment arises. That is the 
question; is it not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a thing in which there may be differences of 
opinion. I cannot disallow it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I support this amendment of Mr. Clarke. 
But I fail to understand the logic why these gentlemen, the Europeans, 
went over to the other block while the House was voting on the previous 
amendment. Possibly, Sir, he wanted to have the honour seeing his own 
amendment carried. Well, we will give him our unstinted sup^rt to this; 
we do not grudge it. But still I would like to know from him whether 
these words “let for a period of not less than one month” which he wants 
to be inserted by his amendment, qualify the word “lodging house” only 
or they also apply to “hotel, and boarding house”. Assuming that his 
intention is that these words should qualify all the three namely “hotel, 
boarding house and lodging house”, 1 have no hesitation in supporting him. 
At least by virtue of this amendment travellers from outside may have an 
opportunity of getting some accommodation in a hotel. With these words 
I support him. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, 1 should like to 
support this amendment though th^ other amendment, No. 14, has been 
lost, as whateyer we get in the form of some advantage over the official view 
we should welcome it. The point here is whether anybody getting into a 
boardiM house for an hour or two is entitled to claim jmteotion from "eyip 
fion. I submit, Sir, that the law as proposed in this Bill would be scihr^ 
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%ar8h and so rery unreasonable tbat no sensible legislator should proceed 
on the terms which have been adouted in the final Bill. Therefore, though 
you may not restrict it to a weekly or daily basis, but at least those who 
remain at a hotel for a period not less lhan one month should have the 
protection. Something is better than nothing. 

Hfbw, Sir, what is the object of this protection? The object is that 
persons who are at a hotel or a boarding house with the consent of the 
owners of the establishments for a period of at least one month, they and 
they only should have protection because, obviously, they came to the 
boarding house for some business or purpose which would require them stay 
there for at least a month or more. If so, it would be unreasonable for 
owners of hotels or lodging houses to ask them to pay any amount at their 
pleasure. It is in order to prevent that position that Mr. Clarke has very 
wisely brought forward this amendment and I submit it is a very very" 
reasonable amendment and it should be accepted by the House and the 
Government; otherwise it would be extremely difficult to find any room 
in any boarding or lodging house. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I feel that there is some 
misapprehension in the minds both of the mover of the amendment and of 
Ihe honourable member who spoke last. The question of eviction does not 
arise at all. Those who take a tenancy on a weekly, or daily basis or for 
ten days or a period like that, at the end of that period, their tenancy is 
terminated ana therefore no Question of eviction under clause 12 arises. 
Accordingly, this ground shoula not be put forward by honourable members. 

As regards the question of rent, that a hotel or a lodging house should 
charge as he likes, a person who is in need of accommodation. Take the 
case of a patient, who comes to Calcutta for treatment for two or three 
days. Now the hotel owner finding him in a helpless condition would like 
to charge him very high rates. Should this House allow the hotel-owner 
Ito do so? It will be simply allowing the hotel-owner or owner of lodging 
houses to exploit the necessity of the people. I pointed out on a previous 
occasion that necessity of persons should not be allowed to he exploited, 
and that is the main object of this Bill. Because there* is not sufficient 
accommodation there has been felt this necessity for a Bent Control Bill. 
If you really go into the spirit of the Bill, then 1 believe the House will 
agree with me that this amendment should not he pressed. In this view 
I would appeal to the lionourable mover not to press his amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(f5) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words ‘‘lodging house” in line 11, the 
words “let for a period of not less than one month” be inserted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8~10. 


Mr. L. F. 8. Bourn*. 

Mr. C. E. Clarkt. 

Mr. Lallt Chandra Oat. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Daa. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. E. 0. Ooyna. 

Mr. 0. J. K. Hook. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Hal Bahadur Brolandra Mohon Maitra. 
Mr. Nagandra Nath Mahalanohith. 


Mr. Abdulia*al-Mahiiiud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Biiltamiddin Ahmad. 

Hal BMiBdiir Dhlrandra Ul Btrua. 
Mr. MaAliaMBn Bhulya. 


Mr. Oaorga Morgan. 

Mr. Bajoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Hal Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Blrandra KIthora Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Chandra San. 


*Mr. Moauam Hussain Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choanthury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul LatH ChowdlHiry. 
Mr. Syad FuM RabM Chowdhury. 

Mrt. Libanyapfova Dutta. 
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Khan BtHate A. M. Stialioodul Haout. 
nm Hon^m Mr. Salyad Muaziamudtfifi- 
llaaaifL 

Mr. Latafat Hoataln. 

Klian 8ahM Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 


Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Or. Kuiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. TauAq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduuaman. 

s 


Ayes being 19 and the Noes 20 the motion was lost. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBiSH; Sir. I beg to move that 
in sub-clause (-5) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “at variable rents at 
different seasons of the year” be deleted. 

Sir, it appears that the draftsman of this Bill has actually omitted to 
include the stalls in a market as defined in clause (JW) of section 3 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, but then he has qualified it by the words 
“at variable rents at different seasons of the year“. It is extremely 
difficult at least for me to understand what difference does it make whether 
a stall is let out on a certain rent or at some tolls, fixed or variable. All 
stalls are stalls and whether the rent will vary or not will depend upon the 
seasons, the demand and various other circumstances which have got nothing 
to do with the principle of control of rent. As we all know, these stalls 
are very often abandoned, have to be frequently improved, altered and 
there are several other factors which go to make the stalls entirely different 
from any room or any house that is let out from day to day or from month 
to month or from year to year. The point is that if you really want to 
exclude stalls why do you qualify some like this “at variable rents at 
different seasons of the year” and exclude them only? I submit. Sir, that 
“stalls” ought to be excluded altogether without qualifying it in any way 
whatsoever and I will be very anxious to hear the Iloirble Minister on this 
point as to what particular interest is there to have the stalls qualified in 
a way in which it has been sought to be done in this definition, for the 
purpose of excluding tho^e stalls only. As honourable members will readily 
perceive, there has never been any case with regard to these stalls — at least 
I have not come across any case and 1 believe it will be the exnerience of 
other honourable members; there has never been any comjmiint with 
regard to exaction by the market owners or others with regard to these 
stalls. They are carrying on business in the market and there is really no 
guarantee tliat they would really attend every market on every day or that 
they would stick to a particular stall for all time to (uime. These are in 
the nature of temporary occui»ations and they settle between themselves 
and the market-owners what their rents should be. I therefore submit, 
Sir, that it has been very unwise to qualify the stalls by these words “at 
variable rents at different seasons of the year”. Now supposing you have 
got “at variable rents” without having that qualification “at different 
seasons of the year” you can conceive easily that the rent is variable but 
that does not necessarily vary with the seasons; it varies with other circum- 
stances. But here stalls “at variable rents at different seasons of the year” 
they will alone be excluded. So I submit, Sir, that these qualifications 
ought to be removed and the clause ought to read like this “* * but 

doe.s not include a stall let for the retail sale of goods, etc.”. That would 
be reasonable and that ought to be acceptable for the House. I therefore 
commend this amendment for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT? Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause (»5^) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “at variable rents at different 
seasons of the year” be deleted. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment, 
the reason being that a standard rate cannot be fixed for this kind of stalls. 
Ti^e the case of a fruit stall. Now' they have variable rents in the different 
seasons of the year awording to the kind of seasonal fruit that is sold there 
in the stall and thereTore as the rents are varied at the different seasans ot 
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tii« year a atandard rtat for the year caimot be fixed for auch etidb. With 
regrard to the other atalla the aame conaidera'tion does not ariae and there- 
fore they are not excluded from the operation of this Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: I support the amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You ought to haTe got up before the Hon’ble 
Minister replied. I will now put the question. 

The question before the House is that in sub-clause (5) of clause 2 of 
the Bill, the words '^of rariable rents at different seasons of the year” be 
deleted. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mrt C« E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (S) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, the words ‘*or a room or rooms in a hospital, sanatorium » 
convalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at the end. 

Sir, I do not consider that this amendment needs any enlargement. The 
desirability is obvious and I do not think it is the intention of Government 
to interfere with arrangements relating to hospitals, sanatorium and like 
institutions or domestic affairs of residential clubs. The amendment 
improves this clause and I submit it to the House without further comment. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The amendment moved that in sub-clause (J) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, the words “or a room or rooms in a hospital, sanatorium, 
canvalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at the end. 

Mfi BIREN ROY: Sir, on behalf of this party I wholeheartedly 
support the amendment. I need not add any further word. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: I support the motion. 
As Mr. Clarke has very aptly said, this amendment does not require any 
elaboration, but still I would like to say a few words as to why there should 
be an amendment like this. In order to clear up the matter, let us suppose 
that there are rooms in hospitals, paying rooms, where a patient is allowed 
to stay on on payment of certain charges for the rooms and he gets medical 
aid close at hand, and the question that will arise unless this amendment is 
accepted, is whether they do or do not come within the purview of this Bill. 
Would anybody like to interfere in this matter? I think the Hon’ble 
Minister will agree that those rooms should not be brought within the 
purview of this Bill. 

There is another question which is about sanatoria, convalescent homes, 
infirmaries or residential clubs; the same question will aris here, for they are 
sought to be deliberately excluded. Take, for instance, the residential 
clubs. It is obvious that it is undesirable to bring them within the mischief 
of the Bill. Now, Sir, what I would like to say on this is that Mr. Clarke 
wants to exclude them but does not include stalls and other things and a 
room or rooms in a hosiptal, sanatorium, infirmary or residential club. I 
therefore support the amendment. 

Mr. 8ATI8H GHANDRA 8EN: Sir. I support this amendment, the 
reason being that the idea of this Act to give protection to certain class 
of people who want to live in Calcutta. But certainly it is not the inten- 
tion that by giving protection to this class of people there should be certa^ 
difficulties for the institutions which are being run on a different basis. 
From that point of view this amendment is very reasonable and I 'support it. 

TN Hon*bli; Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose this amendment 
inasmuch ns it is not necessary. If you refer to the definition given in the 
Bill you will find that “premise^’ means any building or part of a building 
or any hut or part of a nut whi^ is or is not intended to be let separately 
for residential or non-residential purposes” and then ft says ”* * • als(> 
includes a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house but 
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does noHncltide a stall at variable rents at diflereni seasons o! the year*’. 
TLerefoie the presumption is that these are not included m room or rooms 
in hotel, etc. This Is one ground why this amendment is not necessary. 
As a matter of fact it is not the intention that the Rent Controller will 
interfere in these cases. But at the same time there may be difficulty if 
we expressly provide for it, because a residential house or a lodgi^ house 
may pass as hotel or sanatorium or residential club. It is very difficult tO' 
define what is a sanatorium and what is a infirmary and what is a lodging 
house. But where there will be a genuine case it will not come under this 
definition. In this view of the matter I oppose the amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(S) of clause 2 of the Bill tiie words “or a room or rooms in a hospital, 
sanatorium, convalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at 
the end. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


Mr. C. E. Clark#. 

Mr. Lallt CHandra Dai. 

Mr. H#m#ndra Kumar Dai. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. E. D. Doyn#. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 
Mr. Satiih Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maltra. 


Mr. Nagendra Nath MahalanobUh. 
Mr. Qoorg# Morgan. 

Mr. Bajoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. J. B. Nlmmo. 

Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 
Mr. BIran Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Banyal. 

Mr. Satlih Chandra San. 


AYES— IS. 


Mr. L. P. S. Bourna. 


NOES-aa. 


Mr. Ahdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Syad Badruddoia. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. Moaziam Hoiain Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syad Fazia Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mri. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. Abdul Qofran. 

Ayes being 19 and Noes being 23 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul HM|ua». 
Tha Hon’bla Mr. Saiyad MuazzanHNHHm 
Hoialn. 

Mr. Latafat Hoaiain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukharjaa. 

Mr. Abdur Raihid. 

Mr. Amuiyadhona Roy. 

Dr. Kaiiruddln Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. TauAq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 

the motion was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 


Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: It stands held over as arranged 
the other day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are on clause 2 now. We are considering 
those amendments which were held over the other day. 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Not moved, Sir. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD dAN: Sir, I beg to 
move that in sub-clause of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added 
at the end of paragraph (a), namely: — 

“Provided that if the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to 50 per cent, of the rent at which it would have been 
let in 1943.” 


The reasons for my moving this amendment are the same as I put for- 
ward before, namely, that the cost of constructing a house now is much 
higher at present than it was, say, 5 yeps ago. Therefore in the first place^ 
it would have been ^tter if the buildings erected after 1943 had Deem 
altogether excluded from he purview of Shis Act. I pleaded on this poim 
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Imt that has not been accented by fhe House. At least this much I want, 
in Tiew of the tremendous increase in the cost of materials for building a 
liouse, that the increase ovei the standard rent should be up to 50 per cent, 
^nd not a mere 10 per cent. I hope that this amendment will be accepted 
by the Government. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
dause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
paragraph (a), namely: — 

*Trovided that if 'the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to 50 per cent, of the rent at which it would have been 
let in 1943”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I do not find any justification 
ior this amendment to allow an increase of 50 per cent, over the rent for such 
^ building in 1943, for the buildings constructed after 1943. So I oppose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in sub-clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added at the 
*€nd of paragraph (a), namely: — 

'‘Provided that if the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to TiO per cent, of the rent at which it would have been 
let in 19i3.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY; Sir, I beg to move that sub- 
clause (2) of clause 10 be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hon’ble Minisier desires that 
clause 10 and 12 should stand over, us he would like to reconsider the 
matter in the light of the previous amendments. So let this amendment 
stand over, 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: All right, Sir I have no 

objection. 


Clause 13. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We therefore come to clause 13. Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE; Sir, before I move this amendment I ask the 
permission of the Chair and of the House to let me move my own amend- 
ment as well as the amendment No. 83A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But No. 83 A stands in the name of Mr. Abdul 
‘^Eashid 1 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Y es. Sir, but I ask permission to move that 
.^amendment in conjunction with my own amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not let Mr. Rashid move his amendment and 
you move yours as it is, so that while there will be one discussion on both 
the amendments, they would be put separately.^ But Mr. Rashid’.s amend- 
ment will be put first. 

TtM Hon’bla Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: But a redrafted amendment 
^Dombining both amendments has been put in by Mr. Clarke. 
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Mr. PRESIOEMT: Is the draft readyP L^t me have a o^y of it. 
(A copy of the re-drafted amendment was handed over to the President.) 
Yes, that will do; i1?will make the thing much simpler. 

Mr. Clarke has redrafted his own amendment incorporating therein 
amendment No. 83A, that stands in the name of Mr, Ahdiil Rashid. I take 
it that there is no objection to Mr. Clarke moving his own amendment in 
an amended form. Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAE: Sir. we have not got amendment 
No. 83A or even the amended amendment of Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I beg to move that for clause 13 of the Bill, the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“13. (I) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 

possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom 
in which any of the grounds specified in clauses (b) and (d) of 
the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 12 has been taken as a 
ground for such eviction shall be entertained by any Court unless 
the landlord has been permitted by the Controller by an order 
in writing under sub-section (.5) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. 

(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in posses- 
sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a 
decree or order for the recovery of possession of such premises 
has been made before the date of commencement of this Act on 
any of the grounds specified in clause (c) of the proviso to sub- 
paragraph (7) of ])aragraph 9 of the Calcutta House Rent Control 
Order, 1943, or in clause (c) of the proviso to sub-naragraph (I) 
of paragrapli 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, 
but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from 
the tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed 
until the landlord ])roduces before the Court by which such 
decree or order ma> be executed or in which such execution is 
l)ending, as the case may be, proof that he was permitted by 
the ( ontroller appointed under the Calcutta House Rent Control 
Order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent ('ontrol Order, 1942, as 
the case may be, to institute such suit or proceeding or to 
prosecute such suit or proceeding or to recover possession of 
such premises by the execution of such decree or order or that 
he has been permitted by the Controller by an order in writing 
under sub-section (J) to recover possession of such premises by 
the execution of such decree or order. 

(J) A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section {!) permitting him 

to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against a tenant in possession of any premises 
for eviction such tenant therefrom, or 

(b) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him 

to recover possession of the premises in respect of which 
any decree or order referred to in the said sub-section 
has been made by the execution of such decree or order, 

flliall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, 
on receipt of such application, the Controller, after giving the 
tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity for showing 
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caiuie against the application and^after considering all the oireum- 
stanoes of the case, is e^tisfied,— 

(i) in the case referred to in clause (a) that there is sufficieni 
cause to hold that any of the grounds specified in clauses 
(b) and (<f) of the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 
12 which has been taken by the landlord as a groimd 
for eviction of the tenant in such suit or proceeding 
exists, and that in the case of suit or proceeding for 
cvrti j:i om th'* ;.y:tjund specified in clause (h) of the 
said proviso that the consent of the landlord to sublet 
the premises has not been unreasonably withheld, and 

(ti) in the case referred to in sub-clause (h) that it is a fit case 
for the landlord to recover possession of the premises 
by execution of the decree or order referred to in that 
clause on any of the grounds referred to in sub-section 
(2) on which such decree or order has been made. 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the Order applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, 
he shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make an 
order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any 
order referred ta in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to 
recover possession of any premises by the execution of a decree 
or order, allow such time as he considers necessary to the tenant 
to vacate the premises and to deliver possession thereof to the 
landlord.” 

Sir, we have very carefully considered the new clause which I have 
suggested in my amendment and we are of opinion that it is much more 
suitable than the original clause of this Bill. So liaving considered very 
carefully I place it before the House for its acceptance. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for clause Id of the Bill, 
Ithe following be substituted, namely: — 

”13. (1) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 

possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom 
in which any of the grounds specified in clauses (h) and (</) of 
the proviso to sub-section (7) of section 12 has been taken as a 
ground for such eviction shall be entertained by any (^ourt unless 
the landlord has been permitted by the Controller bv an order 
in writing under sub-section {3} to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. 

(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in posses- 
sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a 
decree or order for the recovery of possession of such premises 
has been made before the date of commencement of this Act on 
any of the grounds specified in clause (c) of the proviso to sub- 
paragraph (1) of paragraph 9 of the Calcutta House Rent Control 
Order, 1943, or in clause (<j) of the proviso to sub-paragraph (/) 
of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, 
but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from 
the tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed 
until the landlord produces before the Court by which such 
decree or order may be executed or in which such execution is 
pending, as the case may be, proof that he was permitted by 
the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House Rent Control 
order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, as 
the case may be, to institute such suit or proceeding or to 
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prosecute suoli suit or proceeding or to reooTer possessioii of 
such premises by ttoi execution of such decree or order or that 
he has been permitted by M Controller by an order in writing 
under sub-s4ction (J) to recover possession of such premises by 
the execution of such decree or order. 

{3) A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (1) permitting him 
to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against a tenant in possession of any premises 
for evicting such tenant therefrom, or 

(h) any order referred to in sub-section {2) permitting him 
to recover possession of the premises in respect of which 
any decree or order referrea to in the said sub-section 
has been made by the execution of such decree or order. 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, ^ 
on receipt of such application, .the Controller, after giving the 
tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity for showing 
cause against the application and after considering all the circum- 
stances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(t) in the case referred to in clause (a) that there is sufficient 
cause to hold that any of the grounds specified in clauses 
(6) and (d) of the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 
12 which has been taken by the landlord as a ground 
for eviction of the tenant in such suit or proceeding 
exists, and that in the case of suit or proceeding for 
eviction on the ground specified in clause (b) of the 
said proviso that the consent of the landlord to sublet 
the premises has not been unreasonably withheld, and 

(it) in the case referred to in sub-clause (6) that it is a fit case 
for the landlord to recover possession of the premises 
by execution of the decree or order referred to in that 
clause on any of the grounds referred to in sub-section 
(2) on which such decree or order has been made, 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the Order applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, 
he shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make an 
order rejecting the application. 

{ 4 ) The Controller may, before making under sub-section any 

order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to 
recover possession of any premises by the execution of a decree 
or order, allow such time ns he considers necessary to the tenant 
to vacate the premises and to deliver possession thereof to the 
landlord.” 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this amendment. Mr. Clarke 
has practically put in what was in clause Id. It was hence a waste of 
time for the Select Committee to go through the whole Bill and draw the 
travelling allowances as usual and then come in with the support of the 
Government from behind to replace those clauses which were deleted in 
|he Select Committee. I do not know whether the Government did not 
know ftheir mind at the time when the Select Committee were meeting or 
they were playing with the time. Now, Sir, there is another aspect of 
the thing and it is this that the Controller has been made the Dictator in 
Calcutta in respect of the landlords renting their houses. But, Sir, I do 
not see smy reason why his judgment should be preferred in preference to 
the Civil (^urt Judges. This is a kind of thing which we on this side^ 
lihe House cannot omy, not tolerate but cannot support it. Bor here wh# 
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we are trying to separate the judiciary Iroin the executive, the Govern- 
ment is bent on graaually transiigring evefything to the hands of the 
executive and in spite of the faciNhat the Europ^n members supported 
ns in this matter of transfer of the judicial^ fromHhe executive they are 
choosing another backdoor policy of handing over everything to the 
inefficient and corrupt executive officers, not even to executives properly 
appointed, much to the detriment of the landlords who have invested 
large sums of money to cater sufficiently to the needs of the tenants and 
where the Government has not come forward in any way in regard to the 
supplies of controlled building materials such as cement, iron, etc., to 
help or alleviate the difficulties either of the landlords or of the tenants. 
We, Sir, oppose this amendment. 

Mr. NAGEMDRA tiATH MAHALAN0BI8H: I am sorry I have .to 
oppose this amendment of Mr. Olarke. Mr. Clarke, it appears, was a 
member of the Select Committee. Of course he has submitted a Note of 
Dissent no doubt. But then the Hon’ble Minister in charge who was 
presiding at the Select Committee meetings, it appears, did accept tbe 
Select Committee’s amendments. We find that the Select Committee 
entirely omitted clause 13 which contained this provision replacing it by 
another but also the two subsequent clauses 14 and 15 dealing with this 
matter of decision by the Bent Controller. Now the first point that would 
naturally strike honourable members is this. What is the necessity of 
having the same matter tried over again once by the Bent Controller and 
then again by the Civil Court? If you think that the Bent Controller is 
^an authority who should finally decide the fate of the landlords and the 
ti^nanfs, well, let him have the final power to sav whether a particular 
tenant should be ejected or not. Here I am not dealing with the (juestion 
of fixing of rent. I am dealing with the question of eviction. If a land- 
lord actually requires the house for his own occupation bona fide and he 
wants the tenant to vacate and gives the tenant a reasonable and legal 
notice to vacate and if the tenant persists in occupation what is the land- 
lord to do? The ordinary law of the land is that he can claim eviction 
from the Civil Court. And this law says, No. The jun‘^diction of the civil 
court is barred until Mr. A, B, C, or D who may be the lortunate fellow who 
becomes the Bent Controller either in Calcutta or in the moftu^il has had 
his say. The landlord has to approach him and he may be dragged on 
with his application for 3, 4 or 5 months at least it not more and the 
tenant also is to attend the Bent Controller’s offict* to put forward various 
pleas true or false. Both have to attend court, spend money over lawyers 
and other things when rightly or wrongly the Bent Controller decides one 
way or the other. Anybody who is dissatisfied goes up to appeal and 
there the same process is repeated and another 6 or 7 months or perhaps 
more pass when the appellate judgment is received. So w^e merrily pass 
on for about a year in taking the Bent Controller’s decision and to have 
ithe decision tested again by an appellate authority. Then we come to the 
civil court. If the landlord is fortunate enough to convince the appellaje 
court^that he has got the right of eviction because the premises are 
required for his bona fide requirements for his own occupation. Then the 
case conies to the civil court and the tenant begins to argue anew, files 
written statements and contests that right of the landlord. This process 
goes on the appellate court and also in the High Court. Whv do you add 
injury after in3uryP If you do not want that landlords should evict their 
tenants, because they were intervened and it was at some time difficult to 
obtain accommodation, and tenants should he the real masters of the 
situation, tell us frankly that landlords should not eject their tenants up 
to the year 1949. We can quite understand that. Let the landlords hold 
their souls in patience till tiiat ^ime. But why go through the farce of 
iofcing llthem to litigation, causing them to incur expenses, trouble and 
annoyance? If that is your scheme, if that is thought fair and expedient 
by you, say so in so many words and let the landlords and their tenants 
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after the year 1949 have their^^ordinary legal rights, but instead of doing” 
^t you practically do the sanle thin^ ip another way. Even if the land- 
lord has got the right if he ultimatM^llucceeds in proving to the satisfao^ 
tion of the Controller as well hs to the satisfaction of the Civil Court and 
also the High Court for the case can as well go up to that Court also, and even 
if he succeeds at all these places, he could not possibly get occupation or 
possession of the house till after 4 or 5 years. The Law’s delay is w^ 
known but even so I think further cause for delay is being inserted in 
between the landlord’s rights and the civil court’s decision and the Bent 
Controller’s decision, I do not for a moment understand the justification 
behind all this and as to how you could get better and quicker results by 
this amendment. If you have no faith in the civil court’s decision, or if 
you prefer the Rent Controller’s decision, then make the Rent Controller’s- 
decision final and exclude the civil court altogether. That we can under- 
stand but the process in which legislation is going on in tliis House in 
this province seems to be that the intention of the legislature is not only 
ito create difficulty both in the way of the landlord ana the tenant but also- 
to realise more court-fees and subject .them to more and more litigation 
expenses and to harassment and embarrassment. I submit that thia 
introduction of the Rent Controller for the purpose of forcing the land- 
lords to obtain his previous consent for the purpose of going to the civil 
court cannot be justified by any principle or necessity or even expediency. 
Generally, Sir, if you had put down certain principles which the Rent 
Controller would be bound to observe before he granted or refused permis- 
sion to sue then I submit the same principle could be enunciated for the 
purpose of guiding the civil court, namely, that under such and such 
circumstances a tenant could be ejected and under such and such oirounif*^ 
stances a tenant could not be ejected. You can embody that principle in 
the body of the law and tell the civil court that it must act according to 
that, and if a civil court makes a mistake then the matter may be taken 
to a higher court. Rut why do you put in the Rent Controller here 
unless you have some ulterior motives P Sir, I am very loth to impute 
any ulterior motives to the authors of this Bill or to the author of thia 
amendment but I submit that unless there is some motive behind this, 
then wli\ are >ou ho very anxious to bring in the Kent Controller P I can- 
not understand ior a moment what henefit the landlord and the tenant will 
get by seeking the preliminary decision from the Rent (’ontroller. It may 
be suggested that the tenant might be saved from litigation expenses in 
a civil court if the rent controller refused to grunt permission but I submit 
that if really the landlord has got the right to sue under the ordinary law, 
the landlord can harass the tenant by litigation and in many other forma 
and it is perhaps known to many honourable members that if a landlord 
is dishonest in spite of your law he cun carry on litigation. You will 
have also to consider the honest landlords and honest tenants. In their case 
you ought not to bring in all this further complication by bringing in a 
Rent Controller and again the way in which the provisions are sought to 
be enforced are full of complications. 1 would just refer you to clause 2 

in the first instance. Clause 2 of the proposed new amendment By 

the way, Sir, I would like to mention to you that we have not got a copy 
of this proposed amendment of Mr. Clarke before it was read out, and it 
was not circulated to us. It is rather an involved amendment and requires 
very careful consideration before we can do justice to the matter involved 
and I am saying what 1 have got to say. 1 submit, Sir, that in case of 
this sort of amendment though the Chair has power to admit any amend- 
ment at any time— 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have done it with the consent of the House and 
I did no.t exercise my power. I wanted to find out whether there is any 
objection to Mr. Clarke moving the two amendments together hut there 
was no objection and I allowed it. 
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Mr. NAOIIiDRA HATH MAHALAMOfttH: Is that »o? 

I did not hear it a« in that caae I would iflire spoken about the dmiculty. 
JBoweTer, as I hare said, it is a iBWsy ^complicated amendment and r^uirM 
wary careful consideration. What 1 would Ike to point out is that in this 
nrorision you are not satisfied with having ijbtained permission from jthe 
Bmt Controller: you go further and do with the right of the land- 

lords under the Transfer of Property Act. Then, Sir, you do away with 
the right of the landlords which they have obtained under a decree of a civil 
•court; you impeach that also and even after obtaining decree you require 
him to go to the Kent Controller to have permission to execute the decree. 
This, I submit, is one-sided legislation and it is not fair. In every legis- 
lation we should look not only to the interest of one class, the tenant, but 
also to the other class, the landlord. The first and foremost thing we 
should bear in mind is that both are honest and work on that basis, and 
unless some special mischief is brought to the notice of the Controller that 
in regard to certain acts of a large number of dishonest tenants or land- 
lords certain remedial action is necessary, we should proceed on the basis 
that both landlords and tenants are honest. But demand of higher rent on 
^count of scarcity of accommodation ought to be resisted. It can be done 
by the Rent Controller but we should not venture into legislation wluch 
would really ruin both the landlord and the tenant specially in this city. 
Ton ought to simplify the procedure. As I have suggested just now, this 
intervention of the Rent Controller for the purpose of having permission is 
mischievous and unnecessary and therefore I am opposed to the principle 
underlying this amendment and I hope that the House would reject this 
amendment and accept and proceed upon the Select Committee proposal. 

^ Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would oppose the amendment 
which has been moved by Mr. Clarke. In order to understand whether this 
-amendment is reasonable or even necessary it is necessary that I should 
read out section 13 as has been put in by the Select Committee that would 
give a fair idea to the House re^jarding the procedure to be adopted in certain 
euits and proceedings for eviction of tenants. Section 13 lays down: — 

“13. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law lor the 
time being in force in every suit or proceeding by u landlord 
against a tenant in possession of any ^iremises for eviction of 
such tenant therefrom in which any of the grounds specified in 
clause (d) of the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 12 or in 
which non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to the 
payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of such 
premises to the full extent allowable by this Act has been taken 
as a ground for such eviction, the Court shall at the first hearing 
of such suit or of the application out of which such proceeding 
has arisen, or as soon as may be thereafter, after giving the 
parties an opportunity of being heard and considering any 
evidence whicn they may produce, decide first if the ground so 
taken by the landlord for eviction of the tenant exists, and, if 
the finding thereon is sufficient for the final disposal of such suit 
or proceeding, may pronounce judgment or pass orders accordingly, 
but if the finding is not sufficient for such final disposal, the Court 
shall adjourn the further hearing of such suit or proceeding for 
the proauction of such further evidence or for such further 
argument as may be necessai’y for the final disposal of such suit 
or proceeding: 

Provided that in the case where the Court fi^nds that reasonable grounds 
exist for non-compUance with the provisions of this Act as to the 
payment or deposit of rent to the full extent allowable by this 
Act, the Court shall before passing any decree or order for evic- 
tion of the tenant on the ground of such non-compliance allow 
to the tenant such time as it may think fit |o pay to the landlord 



CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 


207 


1947 .] 


or to deposit in Court^*4he rent allowable by this Act in arrear 
together with snch costs of the suit or proceeding as may be 
determined l)y tlie Cojprt, and shall not pass such decree or order 
il' the tenant pays tQ the landlord or deposits in Court such rent 
in arrear together trith such costs within the time so allowed. 

This is what has been put in by the Select Committee in place of that 
cumbrous procedure which was shown in the original clause — sections lo, 
14 and 15. In order to under.stand the suits or proceedings to be adopted 
for the eviction of the tenant it is first necessary for us to realise on what 
grounds tlie tenants can he ejected. First of all I wouhl draw the attention 
of the House to clause l‘J of the Bill. At the very outset it lays down a 
provision that there shall he no order for ejectment ordinarily to he nuule 
if rent paid at allowable rate. Now, the proviso says “riiat nothing in this 
sub-section shall apply, — 

{a) where the tenant lias done any act contrary to the provisions of 
clause {tn) and (o) or clause {p) of section 108 of the Iranster 
of Property Act, 1882. or 

[(/>) where in the absence ot any contract to the contrary the tenant 
has, without the consent in writing of the landlord, sublet tlie 
premises in whole or in part, or], 

{!>) where the tenant has, without the consent in \Miting of the land- 
lord, sublet, oi’ allowt'd any person other than the landlonl to 
enter into possession ot, tin' premises in whole or in jiart, or 
Cfintinuousl \ for a period ot not less than two months allowed 
the premises to remain vacant, or 

(r) wliere the tenant has heen guilty ot conduct which is a nuisance or 
an annoyaiKH* to oeeupaus ot ailjoining or neighhouring prtunises, 
or 

{(I) where the ])reniis(‘s are hona fide reijuired by tin* landlord either 
for ])urposes ot building or re-building, or tor his own occiijiation 
or for the occu])alion of any person tbi whost* beindit tin* premises 
are held, or where the landlord can show any cause which may 
be (b'l'ined safisfactory by the ('ourt.” 

Now, Sii, this is laid down in clause 12. lien* \on will find that we 
have laid mnidiasis on the ta(‘t that the landlord is to show cause wdiich is 
deemed satistactoiy b\ tin* court. Is this Conlrollei a court i' We dis- 
cussed this jioint elabiualelx in the Select Committee wh(*ther the Controller 
should be made a Dictator in all affairs relating to the relations lietween 
the tenant and the landlonl. That was a moot ]»oint we had a discussion 
on, and we had a talk on the principh* that, in the matter when^ a decisifin 
is to be given with resiu'ct to the final rights of the landlord and the tenant 
regarding eviction, the matter ought to rest with the court, for the (’ourt 
is considered a far more res})ectalde and n‘sj>onsible bodv than a Dictator 
Controller who is recruited from the e.xeeuti^e seivice. \Ve have got, Sir, 
the conditions and w’e have got. Sir, the oualifications that will be n(‘Cessary 
for one to be made a Controller. Now tne (iovernment may have a set oi 
Controllers hr inferior in qualifications arni in foresight, and, in the matter 
of deciding cases for inferior to the Judicial Officers who are the persons 
competent to pronounce a decision in cases of eviction. Sir, in redrafting 
clause 13 the Select Committee eliininuted altogether the Controller as we 
considered that there was no nece.ssity to go to the Controller but as there 
was a provision for a preliminary hearing we thought that w'e can concede 
thus far that a preliminary hearing niay be given by the court to both the 
bindlord and the tenant to decide whether a suit for eviction should proceed 
or not. We thought that the proper forum was the Court to avoid the 
unnecessary waste of money and time which the proposed amendment 
involves by bringing in the Controller before Ihe Court. We decided that 
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the preliminary hearing will be given byv the court and we gave it in sec- 
tion 13. We conceded that a preliminary hearing ^may be given by the 
court whether a just ground specified in clfuse id) of section 12 exists for 
eviction of a tenant, and then only if the Court is satisfied, after giving a 
preliminary hearing to the landlord and also to the tenant after giving notice 
to the tenant in cases of eviction, that no ground existed to evict the tenant, 
the court will reject the application of the landl(»rd at once. And if the 
ground exists for eviction they wdll proceed with further hearing, etc. 
This is all provided in the Bill clause 13. But what is propo.'itMl to be done 
by the proposed amendment of Mr. Clarke suggests that wliich the Hnn’ble 
Minister sitting on the other side is eager to accept. What Mr. Clarke 
suggests is that the Controller shouhl sit head and shoulders over the court. 
According to him the Controller should he first ap])roached for a certificate 
wii(*iher a suit will lie or not, whether reasonable grounds exists for bringing 
in a suit under clauses (h) and {d) of section 12. lie gives a hearing to 
both parties. Then if he is pleaMMl or if he can he pleased he grants a 
certificate. What is that certificate The certificate is — (lO to the bivil 
court for eviction. 1 a>k — Why go to the Civil Court? If you trust your 
Contndh'r invest him with full ])Owers to d(‘Cide a case f»ne way or the other. 
Why this dubious way ot asking a man to go to the Controller to obtain 
a certificate and then direct the landlord to go next to the court. Really, 
Sir, this is astounding. We, Sir, .sitting here art' labouring umler a great 
disadvantage and our suggestions, however rea'^cmahle tliey may be, are 
rejected by a brute majority on the other side. We are not to lie outvoted 
by reason, fairness or justice but simply by hrut(‘ majority, (^Ir. Annri.i.Mi- 
AL-M.\TlMn): Reason and justice and fairness is \a)ur nmnopoly only.) 
W(*ll, Sir, wait in jiaiience and y(»u will h(*ai. This ri'iiiark came from 
your ]ea(h‘r, Mi’. •liiiiiah. and I am simply (|U'>tiii<.' it (.Mi. A a1»i 1 1 , \h- u.- 
Mahmcd: Yes, we have heard yoiir argument.) Yes, 1 am only (juoting 
your leader. Bui now to (’oim* back to the Bill and the amtoidment Lai 
us see how the matter stands now and under the report ol the Select Com- 
mittee, There W'e dispensed wit\i the Rent ControlU'r aRogethm’ in tins 

matter. Wi' ])rovided in the select eommitti'e that tlu' landlord who wauled 
eviction of his tenant should in the first ])laee po to the civil ('oiiit so th.it 

the civil court should have a ])relimiiiar> hearing and if tlie court were 

satisfied after hearing both the landlord and the tenant that just cause or 
ground existed it would accord ]»ennission toi the eviction. Wlindi is the 
better provision, Sir? WhetluM to go first to the Rmit Controller for a 
preliminary permission to sue and thmi to go to the ('ivil Court for settle- 
ment of the matter, or to let the civil court (h*eiih‘ the niattm once lor all 
without the iiii(*rmediarv of the Rent Controller? We wanted to avoid the 
dubious lU'oeedure of spemling money as well as time when jirima facii' just 
cause existed for eviction. Then. Sir, there is another i[uepr thing. If the 
landlord gets a decree he will again liave to set‘k tlu‘ permission of the Rent 
Controller under suh-clau.se ot the suggested amendnnmt lor evicting 
the tenant, and the Controller will have to he satisfied as to whether every- 
thing was in order when a jirevious eviction order was passed, that is, 
whether in jiassing th»‘ ordm* of eviction the ]uo(M*duie laid down in the 
Calcutta House Renl Control Order. nM3, or tlie Bengal House Rent Control 
Order, 1942, was fully observed. I submit that it must be ]>resumed to he 
in order if the fact is that the order was passed by a com])etent court of 
competent jurisdiction. When a competent court of competent jurisdiction 
passes a decree of eviction it must be presumed tliat all the formalities of 
law were gone into and that the procedure laid down in the law were fully 
observed. The onus would now lie on the other side to prove that it was 
not so observed, after getting notice to do so; and the tenant after getting 
fresh notice will come forward and .say that in fact the procedure laid down 
in the two House Rent ControrOrders of 1943 and 1942 were not observed. 
And in this cUvSe the landlord will have to run again to the Rent Controller, 
and what for. Sir? Only for getting a certificate that everything had been 
in order. And if the Rent Controller is so pleased then and then only will 
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he come back to the civil court for the purpose of carrying out the order 
of the court. This is a very tedious process and should be done away witli. 
If you do not trust the civil court, a court of competent jurisdiction, then 
take away its jurisdiction and invest your Kent Controller with full authority 
to dispose of the suit. But instead of doing that, you are having the matter 
duplicated so that the Government coflers might be replenished. You are 
further insulting the civil court by allowing the Rent Controller to sit head 
and shoulders above the court. From the start of the litigation at all the 
stages you are allowing the Controller to sit liead and shouhlers over tiie 
civil court. The matter may he very much simplified and rendered very 
much easy if you placed implicit faith in the civil court. The people have 
faith and trust in the civil court, a court of competent jurisdiction used to 
deal justice in an even handed manner between all jiarties; let this court 
he authorised to do all the things in connection with the eviction of the 
tenant. If you really do not Iru.st tlie civil court, then all that 1 say is that, 
for God’s sake, give all the p(^^^ers to the Controller, so that the parlies 
ma> not have to go from one jilace to another and get involved in huge costs. 
But instead ot doing that y(»u are tollowing all sorts of duhiou,> methods. 
For these reason^ we object to tliis amendment. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, I ri.se to rendei’ my u holeliearti‘d 
support to the amendment moved hy my friend Mr. Clarke. I have heard 
witii eare tiie arguments advanctal hy Mr. Nagemlra Nath l^Iahalaiiohish 
and Mr. laiiit Chamlra Das. 1 wouhl give credit to Mr. Das for his lengthy 
argument. He tliinks however that all tlu* reasons and arguments an* his 
inoii()p(dy . I do not like to argue about what he said, hut 1 would like to 
reply to what has been said hy Mr. Mahalaiiobish regarding the tirocediire 
to he gone into hy tlu* CiMl Court. What an* the advantages 1 must 
say tliat there are advantages in having the provision tiiat has been 
suggested. Tins special measure — the Rent Contnd Bill — has h(*t‘n provided 
aftei a great deal oi ex])enence gatheied during the time when iht*re was 
war and the eiVei't that aie la'ing experienced after wav. It has \kh*u 
seen that unscru])ulous landlonG in order to incn*ase the r<*nt by lea]is and 
hounds lUsh to the roint or lain* any otht'r im‘ans th(‘\ liki‘. This is (jovern- 
im*nt ot the ])eople wliicli Mi. Das eharactt‘rises as having a hnit(‘ majority. 

1 may sa> that it is hmind to la* a majority rule evcryw'hcre as it is in the 
(’entre Now. Sir, in older to give relief to the tenants frfim the unscrujml- 
ous landloiaN this proviNion h.ts lua-n suggested hy .Mi. ('larki', heeause in 
claiist^ that ha> been siiggrstcd to he provided liy the Select Commiltei* 
jirovisioii ot the Controller lias hceii made who should lie a barrister or a 
member ot the judicial oi e\ecuti\e service having 10 y(‘ars of servict*. 
Mr. Das and Mr. Malialanohish ])n*sume that heeause tliesi* officers hold 
executive otiice tlieieloie the\ will he unsciupulous in passing judgment as 
soon as a landlord eoiiies with a ])etition. 1 cannot undt'rstaml how they 
juesiime that an (dlicer wtio comes trom a jmlicial service and who will sit 
in a court to give pei mission oi- to rtduse permission of evii'tion U])on an 
application, will he l)iasfd and will not deal with the ease in a judicial frame 
of mind. I do not see ain force in this argument. I lend niv suiiport to 
this amendment for the reason that if power is given to the Controller who 
i.s a meniher of the Provincial Service or a Barrister or a niernher of tlie 
Judicial Service iii order to prevent unnecessary harassment to the tenant 
from the action of an uuscriijmhm.s landlord this wdli not only save his time 
hut will also save a lot of money to him. So I think that tliis amemlment 
is advantageous both to the landlord and to the tenant as it whll take less 
time and will be less costly. The new clause 13 suggested hy Mr. Clarke 
is clearer than the one sugge.sted hy the Select Commit t<‘e and it is an 
improvement over the original clause. Special provi.si on has already been 
made for giving special power to the munsif or judge here in order to bring 
an ejectment suit. But nowhere it is laid down what the value of the court- 
fee would be in order to bring such a suit against the tenant. Would it he 
annas twelve ox would if be decided according to the value of tlie property 
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rom which the eviction of the tenant is sought?. Now, Sir, this petition 
k^liich will to he ^^'iven to the Controller will cost the landlord only 

2 annas u.s fees and some fees to the lawyers 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mahmud, our time is up. How 
rmg you will take to finish your speech? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: I do not know. But it the House can 
0 on I can finish within 5 minutes, 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Then we can continue tor o minutes more. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD; Now, Sir, that empowers the civil 
Durt with special power and twice the matter will have to be gone into, 
irst of all it will lo^ar tlie preliminary argument. We do not know what 
ill be the jfrocediire to be adopted by the civil court judge, whether he 
ill take evidence as sfion as the suit is instituted and a date fixed and 
jinmons served on the rlefendant that is the tenants. Then on the first day 
le tenant will appear and on tiie very day he may submit a written .state- 
leut and another date will have to be fixe<l to hear the preliminary aigu- 
lents whether the tenant is liable to be ej(‘cted or not. A prinia facie case 
ill have to be made f)ut on the first day. Then another date to be fixed 
t the discretion of the court whether to take evidence or not. Ihen it will 
e a lengthy procedure. First there will be an adjournment for 2 or d 
lonths. He will tlien pass a ]>ndiminurv decr(*e just as in mortgage ''uit 
fter say IJ years. Here also .s]a‘Cial j)ower lias Ikhti suggestf^l to be giv(*n 
n the Munsif or -ludge to give a jutdiiiiinarv decii*e not beffire d oi 4 months, 
hiring this period both the tenant and the laiidloid will have to be present 
hrough tlndr lawyers. Of coursi* this would be advantageous to us no 
oubt and from Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and Mr. Mahalanobish’s point ot 
iew also, but tin' landlord and tin* tenant will be hai‘ass(‘d and unn(*cessanly 
[)o. So if this amendment is accejited only ])ermis.sion is necessary from 
he Ib'ut Conti'oller and a date will be giv(*n soon to ase(‘rtain whether the 
indlord re(|uires the house or ])remises as has been giv<*n in clau'^f* r2(r/). 
f the landlord can make out a ca.se that he recjuires the houses for his own 
ccupation tin* matter will be easier. If the tenant does not do anything 
ontravening tlie jirovision of section lOS ot the Transfer ot IVoperty Act. 
882, and if the landlord harasses the tenant nnnecessanh and also it tli.it 
s proved tlu'n the matter will be easi(*r and tin* landlord will have to jiay 
or it. Mr. Das and Mr. Mahalamdiish are pleading for tlu‘ landlords but if 
he landlord goes on harassing tin* ti*nants in this wa\ an amendment of this 
lature is very necessary. 

With these words, Sir, 1 wholelieartedly suiiport the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. order. The House stands adjourned till 2-1 •) 
i.lu. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 2-lb p.ni. on Thur^day, the 27th 
t'Vbruaiy , 11147. 
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amount of in’BWtion received from the Central Government, only' one- 
third or eo, if earmarked for real development jmrpoees, and the balance 
if spent in running the present administration; of. in other words in cre^ 
tion of offices sometimes it may be without any duty attached, and is this 
the development jjroject with which the Government intends to increase 
the economic wealth of the Country? Sir, I may mention their another 
gigantic plan or bluff if I am allowed to say so. Sir, it is a paper scheme 
Just to mislead the Centre and the people. In the Budget I ^d a pro- 
jjosal to spend a sum of rupees 153 crores for the development oi the pro- 
vince. Just below this proposal, there is the note of the Gdvernment 
which states that the sum of rupees fifty three crores that is the superfluous 
portion over the one hundred crores will be spent on unproductive purposes 
in the name of development by a Government which is mishandling a huge 
sum every year and whose notorious boat building policy has almost be- 
come a scandal all over the world. 

Sir, I can assure you, had the Finance Minister intended, he could 
have balanced the budget very easily and this I say from the very figures 
he has given to us for consideration. On the revenue side there is a loss 
of half a crore under Sales tax and another half a crore under Excise duty 
on country spirit, the total amount is only one crore. Similarly, there is 
decrease on the expenditure side and it is two crores. Is it not sufficient 
to balance the amount, even if we take the increase in expenditure in the 
Department of Law and Order. Under the development plan, the Minis- 
try curtaihjd expenditure under Irrigation and Civil Works. May I know 
the reason? The public suspects that it is postponed on communal grounds 
only. 

The basic, revenue of the province is 32 crores. If so, it is already 
threefold of the old figure, which is, however, eciuivalent to the latter 
figure, supposing the inflation prevailing within the country to be about 
300 per cent. But the Finance Minister is making a proposal to raise it to a 
peak position of 45 crores, that is, about 40 per cent, above the present 
figure and that is when deflation is about to set in. He perhaps forgets 
that this amount is to be raised in future, when a recurring amount of six 
crores to be added to it for some years for reconstruction and another sum 
of four crores is to be added as interest charges for 82 crores of rupees, 
the amount to he ])ayable for the abolition of the zemindarv system of the 
})rovinco. The total amount will reach 55 crores. Remember our basic 
and natural revenue of province stan<ling on the inflated finance is only 32 
crores. Will the Central Government come annually with a subvention of 
not 10 or 12 crores but its double amount? 

Of course, the Hon’ble Minister might say that the development echemes 
when given full effect to and the abolition of zemindary system will bring 
in a revenue. The old story repeats itself. We were similarly assured 
when state trading was started under a system of loan from the Central 
Government. From the figures under Debts and Deposits item, it appears 
the whole amount of one hundred and twenty five crores of rupees is 
grossly mismanaged, as instead of profits, the deficit noted has been in 
1944-45 a little l^ss than a crore; in 1945-46 it is more than ieven crores 
and seventy laks; in 1^46-47 — it is a little less than 8 crores and 4 lakhs; 
and in 194748 it is more than 5 crores and 65 lakhs. It is the historic in- 
efficiency of handling finance by our League Ministry of the province. 
In the face of this sterling fact how can we believe that the additional in- 
come would be earned when the abolition of zemindarv' and the develop- 
ment schemes will be given effect to, I may very boldly prophesy that 
what would happen would he multiplication of new and costly posts and 
provided the League satellites and thus strengthening the party at the 
cost of the Hindu population of the province ; is it not a fact that it is they 
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who pl& the major portibn of the revenue? But the Hinifitry is so un- 
mindful of them that yf the allocation of benefits, they totally forget about 
their existence. If not, why thej^ so much earmarking about Muslim hos- 
iels, Muslim colleges, Islamia college, Islamia hospital, provision of one 
Engineering College at Dacca in addition to one already existing, proposal 
for adding two more Medical Colleges in Calcutta in addition to one more 
in the Lake area? If anybody takes even a bird’s eye view of the budget, 
he will J)e justified to conclude that in Bengal no Hindu resides except the 
Muslims, for whose welfare, the so-called National Government of Bengal 
is so solicitous. This is frankly speaking robbing Peter to pay Paul. 

I say, Sir, finance is a science and science is very cruelly exact in its 
application. Communal or no communal, if you go on milching the cow 
which has given you the sustenance so long, if you do not still restrain 
yourselves in the unscientific way you are managing the province’s finance, 
it will be bled to death. When a mine is hectically worked up it is ex- 
hausted before the country could reap the benefit from its resources. The 
law of diminishing returns will soon set in as the inflation will melt away 
and the people will be reduced to penury, incapable of profitable assess- 
ment, the state finances will sustain a crack, the repair of which w'ould 
mean nothing less than dire bankruptcy. 

From my past experience in the Ijegislature under the grossly com- 
munal administration of the League Ministry I can safely state that the 
discussion that we are having here in terms of the spirit and letter of the 
19d5 Constitution Act and the rules made thereunder is mere waste of time 
and for practical purposes nothing but a humiliating farce. The pious 
wishes of our Hon’ble President that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will 
make necessary changes in the light of the discussion here, will remain 
pious wishes all the while and will never be translated into action. Not a 
comma will be changed, not even a clerical error will be corrected. 

In my last year’s budget speech us far as I remember, I suggested the 
appointment of an Advisory (kmirnittee with Government and Opposition 
members to examine the Government schemes, contracts and the payment 
of bills in connection therewith. No honest Government could have brush- 
ed aside the request for such a (’ommittee for the satisfaction of llie people, 
where the representatives ot almost half the j)opulation form the O])posi- 
tion. But that is not to be lost; the whole game would he found out. 

A real Coalition Government is the need of the hour. The lieague 
Ministry should realise that the days for such smooth sailing relying on 
the brute and artificial majority are going tf) l)e numbered. And “making 
hay while the sun shines” even for a few months is a very bad principle 
from the point of view' of the interests of the masses. I warn the Govern- 
ment not to forget this fact once and again. 

I would request the Ministry not to miss this golden opportunity of 
approaching the Hindu half of Bengal to bring about a real co-operation 
and coalition. If you miss the bus, the result will be tlie success of the 
movement of a separate Hindu province where more than GO per rent, of 
the population are the Hindus and non-Muslims. They cannot eternally 
bow down before your communal authorisation. The other day the Hon’bla 
Chief Minister taunted me when I threw out a suggestion on these lines 
and he could not take me seriously. But he is mistaken in his estimate and 
apprisal of the situation and the character of the Bengali Hindus. A few 
lines fnmi a Bengal paper should be an eye opener to him : (Began to 
read a Bengali newspaper) 

Wr. PRESIDENT: What is that paper? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Aruinda Bazar Patriha of the 14th 
1353 B.S. 
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TN Hofillle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Is that ielh editorial? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Tes. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Mazumdar, are you reading from the edi- 
torial of the paper. 

TIW Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, can he read from the 
editorial which is more or less a political opinion of a party? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Sir, the editorial redects the minds of 
the public. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the honourable members here fully represent 
the opinion of the electorate and so you need not refer to the editorial of 
newspapers. It is not the practice. (Mu. Sultantjddin Ah^d: Some 
reference was made to Madhupur) Order, order. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. But this much I can 
say without any fear of contradiction that if the Ordinance Rule of 
Muslim League Ministry be a permanent feature of the administration of 
Bengal and if the communal educational policy be followed shamelessly 
and State killing in Noakhali or Calcutta be repeated anywhere else the 
division of Bengal on communal lines is sure to come. From the economic 
,point of view also this may be suggested that the Upper House may be 
abolished and in its place one Legislative Assembly in each of the two 
newly created provinces Suba Bangla with Dacca as its capital and Rarh 
Banga with Calcutta as its seat of Government under the Indian Union 
may be created resulting in the good feeling amongst all the communities 
of the Province. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Mr. President, Sir, just at the 
moment when perfect harmony amongst communities has become essential 
to facilitate transference of political power to the hands of the people of 
India, it is a pity that a budget of this type has been placed in this House 
for consideration. The budget as presented before this House is not a 
Bengal budget but may be characterised as an Islamic budget. I thank 
the Ministry for this straightforward business. It has several factors of 
far-reaching effect. If weightage to the majority is to be seen look at this 
budget. A little sprinkling to the Scheduled Castes and to the Buddhists 
may console a few job hunters but not the general masses. Anglo-Indians 
and FiUropeans have been given a mighty weightage to keep their voting 
in favour of the present Government in tact. This budget is certainly an 
example and an eye-opener to the non-Muslim majority provinces. It is 
out and out a political budget. It will strengthen the hands of those who 
want the partition of Bengal. The trick played upon is sure to entangle 
those who have invented it. Black art is a momentary illusion which is 
best suited for the stage but not for a nation. It is an uneconomic budget. 
Mere distribution of jobs does not improve national economy. There is 
hardly any item that would permanently improve the financial status of 
the common man of the province. The deficit runs into crores and if this 
policy is pursued it will mount up Everest high until an avalanche sweeps 
the nation away in spite of calling that old Otto Niemeyer to prop up. 
The great constructive suggestion in this budget that is likely to have a 
mark for generations is that an officer from the Finance Department is 
being sent abroad to learn the most progressive and scientific method of 
taxing the people. The people of Bengal would no doubt thank the Gov- 
ernment when the result would be felt by each and every one of them. 
The profit earning business ^of the Government by purchasing a Brooklyn 
ice plant no doubt fits in with time. Bengal has beenme too hot. The 
icy hand of cold waived over Bengal may no doubt bring some profit. We 
are accused of destructive criticism only. I offer a suggestion, and that 



GENERAL DISCJUSSION ON BUDGET, 


217 


1947,] 


ia that tlie sales tax on books and news sheets should be withdrawn as it is 
a tax on education and learning. I may be further accused of trying to 

increase the deficit but there is a proverb ^ 

This is not the last straw on the earners back. This budget has nothing 
more to criticise item by item. It is a budget that should be thrown out 
at once and replaced by a truly nation building budget of the most pro- 
gressiv# type. The Finance Minister has very rightly hit upon the point 
of improving the taxable capacity of the people by developing the wealth 
and resources particularly in the field of agriculture and industry. But 
the command of his party is there to stifle any attempt on his part in this 
line and reduce his expectations to a dream. Each and every item of this 
curious budget which I think the Finance Minister has presented to the 
House just to please his party is sure to be passed by the “brute” party 
majority — the party crying against majority oppression may take note of 
it. 

Sir, I again appeal to the Minister in charge to withdraw the budget, 
recast it to the l>est advantage of the common man of Bengal so that none 
may feel that he is unjustly ignored. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KiSHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, rising to 
speak on the budget before us, T regret I cannot congratulate the llon’ble 
the Finance Minister. The financial position as set forth in his statement 
IS not a satisfa(‘tory one. I would rather call it gloomy. It has been 
.stated that under the revised estimates for the current year the deficit is 
likely to he more than Id crores which, as this House should remember, 
re})resenied before the war the total amount budgeted for in this province. 
In the coming year also my friend, the Hon^ble the Finance Minister, has 
not held out any j)ro8pect more satis fact-ory. In fact he has told us that 
he has already estimated a deficit of (> crores, which, he warns us, is most 
likely tu swe ll to 12 (Tores if the recommendations for increased salary 
scales for Government servants are to be given effect to. As the salary 
scales will have in any event to be revised, it may virtually be taken for 
granted that the Government will have to put in an extra expenditure of 5 
to 0 (Tores or even more for this purpose. So there appears to be no doubt 
about it that the deficit in the coming year will be practically as large as 
the deficit with which the Government is confronted in the })re8ent financial 
year. No Government can look on with equanimity when it cannot find 
money sufficient to meet alwut one-third of its normal expenditure. The 
future of India as also of this province is of course on the knees of God. 
AVe do not know on what basis the relations l>etween the Central Govern- 
nient of this ])rovince will be determined after a year from now. Whether 
in view of the coming changes negotiations with the Government of India 
which, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister states, have been started for re- 
adjustment of Bengal’s financial {msition have any vahie, I do not know. 
But, Sir, I wish the Government of Bengal success in this regard. 

I w’ould not, Sir, go so much into what has been done or left undone in 
the current year. All that I would point out is that in the yesj" which is 
now coming to a close the Government of India made availalde to Bengal 
10 crores 45 lacs for working non-productive schemes of development and 
Tnore than another one crore and a half for executing productive projects 
of development. Unfortunately, although Bengal requires development 
in every field, the Government has left unsent about 4 crores of this sum. 
It is still more unfortunate that a portion of the unspent amount could 
have b^n exfwnded without any difficulty and this would have yielded 
faults in the long run more productive than any other item of expenditure. 

I am referring, Sir, to the pittance of 10 lacs which was originally allotted 
lor post*graduate research. It is regrettable that the money so allotted 
not spent. In Irrigation, in Agriciilture and in Civil Works also the 
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Government found it unable to work out the schemes. The year we l^ye 
passed tbrougrb has of course been abnormal but would I be ungenerous if I 
say that abnormal times require super-normal energy and drive on the 
part of those who constitute the Government. 

In the year 194748 the total estimated expenditure is nearly 54 crores 
or four times as much as the expenditure in the year before the war. In 
those days we could not visualise that it would be the lot of a provincial 
Government like that of ours to have the privilege to undertake such a 
huge expenditure. Many people then thought that if a few more crores 
were at our disoosal a new heaven and a new earth might possibly bo 
created. But although we are now in for an expenditure four times as 
much there is hardly any likelihood of the face of this disfigured province 
being much improved by such a lavish expenditure. It is true that the 
value of the rupee is no longer what it was in those days. But all the same 
54 crores is a huge sum, which, if expended on right fines might have re- 
sulted in some permanent benefit to the province. It is however unfortunate 
that the budget estimates as presented to us bear witness to the wrong 
angles from which the present Government of Bengal is approaching the 
problems that are before us. 

First of all I may take up the Government policy in respect of develop- 
ment jjrojects which it contemplates to undertake in the coming year. The 
total amount which has been earmarked for these purj)()se8 is near about 16 
crores. Much if not the whole of it represents grants from* the Government 
of India. Everybody who knows Bengal will at once admit the many 
sided improvement which this province requires in the immediate future. 
India herself is a backw’ard country in most primary matters and due to 
neglect and indifference on the part of the Government and its administra- 
tors during the last twenty-five years this province has become more back- 
w’urd still than many other parts of India. AVliile several other ])r()vincea 
like the Punjab, Madra.s, Bombay, Unite<l Province and even Bihar exploit- 
ed fully the opportunities offered by the reform of 1919 and 1935 for con- 
structive improvement, we let slip these opportunities and our conditions 
in matters of education, public health, agriculture, road-building and other 
primary subjects deteriorated from year to year. The war wdiose brunt fell 
most cruelly on this ])rovince and the famine of 1943 which the war bnmght 
along with it had left deep scars on the face of Bengal. Consequently, Sir, 
any money that is spent for purposes of development should be welcomed 
by all and sundry. Fnfortunatelv we find that the 16 crores which the 
Government is intending to spend during the coming year will be spent 
virtually without any well-planned scheme behind the exi>enditure. Other- 
wise liow is it possible that when more than a crore of rupees is being ear- 
marked for educational development, not a farthing of it is devoted to Uni- 
versity education and research. I have already referred, Sir, to the fact 
that in the budget estimate of 194647 there as a provision of 10 lakhs for 
Fost-graduate research. But in the revised estimate it was cut and in the 
estimate for the coming year no such provision has Wen included. This 
is only an indication of the angle of vision from which Government policy 
is now being directed. 

We find in the statement of the Finance Minister a reference of 10 lakbs 
for the Muslim education fund, 10 lakhs for the scheduled caste education 
fund and 16,000 for the Budhist education fund. I do not grudge. Sir, the 
expenditure provided for under these heads. But I should emphasise that 
just as an education fund is necessary for the Muslims, for the scheduled 
castes and for the Budhists, so it is equally necessary for the remainder of 
the people. It cannot lie said that those Hindus who are not included in 
the scheduled castes are all of them so prosperous as to fend for themselves. 
Just as there are prosperous people now among the Muslims so there are- 
prosperous people among the caste Hindus. But poverty and destitution 
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are unfortunately not confined to any community in this country, "^y 
then this discrimination P A huge sum is again to be spent for developing 
the Islamia college on a new site for which 2 thousand acres of land are to 
be acquired. A provision of 4 lakhs has already been made to undertake 
civil works in this connection and many times more money will be spent to 
complete the scheme. I would not object to these better facilities for col- 
legiate education among Muslims provided such facilities were placed with- 
in reach of the people of other communities as well. The Government is 
the Government of Bengal though its directory is now mostly composed of 
the Muslims and it is expected that it would look to the interests as much of 
the Muslims as of the Hindus. But it seems that the policy of the Govern- 
ment appears to he to pamper one community at the expense of the other. 
No Government can possibly proceed with such lines of action without 
arousing the deepest indignation of even the most sober section of the people 
who are being denied to-day all facilities for progress. 

What is true of the Government policy in respect of education is also 
equally true in matter of medical aid. The only noticeable special grant 
wnich, mv friend, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister mentions in his state- 
ment is the grant of 2 lakhs 3G thousand to the Islamia Hospital. This is 
again a very clear indication of the outlook of the Government which is now 
ruling Bengal. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has with pleasure 
referred to the improvement which statistics show in respect of death rate 
in this province. Malaria and other diseases are reported not to have taken 
their due toll in the year under review. But I should point out, Sir, that 
the figures are still not such as to congratulate ourselves upon them. All 
the diseases are still there not only 8weej)ing over vast tracts but also lark- . 
ing in other places in nooks and corners to take their toll circumstances may 
j)ermit. Unfortunately, Sir, w’e find in the develoi)ment projects for 
public health reference to only the insignificant sum of % thousand for 
malaria control in Bengal. I do not know what the Government will do 
with this sum. It is time that somthing more serious and more compre- 
hensive was done by the Government for controlling malaria which is 
devitalising our people from year to year and making them increasingly 
unable to branch out into activities so necessary for making Bengal pros- 
perous and progressive. The Government of Bengal should konw of the 
activities of the Central Anti-malarial Society with its headquarters in 
Calcutta. I believe that Socieh^ could have claimed greater co-operation 
and assistance of the Government than it is receiving today. If public 
health in Bengal, Sir, is really to be improved and the people are to be 
given opportunities of leading a healthy life, more tinkering will be of no 
avail. I do not find in this budget any indication of a new scheme to be 
operated in this field. The basic plan still remains that which was intro- 
duced more than twetny years ago with results of which the Government 
of Bengal is certainly not proud. Meanwhile as every one knows the Gov- 
ernment of India appointed a Committee for public health survey under the 
Chairmanship of Sir Tosej)!) Bhore. The report of that authoritative Com- 
niittee has now been before the public for nearly two years. I want to 
know, Sir, if the Government of Bengal had considered the long term and 
short term consideration in this budget which is largely a development 
budget. A sum of one lakh of rupees for propaganda purposes will not 
certainly result in the people of Bengal being more public-health conscious, 
^^at can be done with only one lakh of rupees in the 26 districts each of 
which is almost with area and population of a small state. It is regret- 
table that neither a plan of its own has been formulated by the Govern- 
ment of Beilgal nor has the plan formulated by the Bhore Committee 
J^eived any attention on its part. 

Sir, I would not like to dilate further upon this budget which has left 

deeply depreroed. I wish this Guvemment which is to all intents and 
P^n>08e8 a Muslim League Ministry had shown a wider and a more liheml 
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outlook in framing the budget and in running the administration There 
are many who would of course point out that a wide outlook and the basic 
tenets o^f the Muslim League are inconsistent. I, for one, Sir, while 
attaching a good deal of importance to the organisation to which I belong 
attach still more importance to the person himself. And I believe that 
men may always rise abve the tenets of the organisation of which they are 
the torcn-bearers, I expected therefore that my friend, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister and his colleagues would in presenting this Budget rise 
above the exigencies of party politics in Bengal and give every man his 
due. I wish however that in the future they will be working for a more 
liberal policy so as to make Bengal healthy, wealthy and contented. 

Mr. MUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission I wish to make a few 
observations on the budget so ably presented by the BengaBs most young 
Finance Minister. Sir, I first vcongratulate the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister on the presentation of the Budget w’hich cannot but be described 
as a nation-building budget to a larger extent. This budget has been 
attacked from many aspects and I do not like to answer to all of them. I 
would like to say that members of this House feel very little enthusiasm 
over the discmssion of the budget estimates because the constitution hM 
given very little effective po\Ner over the finance of this province to this 
House. Ours is an academic discussion and therefore we do not feel very 
much enthusiasm over it. 

My first point would be about the allocation of contribution to Bengal 
by the Centre. In this connection I would refer to that unjust and inequi- 
tous Meston Award. The Central Government was in difficulty and they 
wanted money from the provinces and Mr. Meston was deputed for this 
work. A rejKirt was submitted by him in which Bengal was very unjustly 
treated. It was calculated at that time that Centre got Bs. 28 crores from 
Bengal and it was given only 7 crores, i.e., 25 i)er cent while Madras about 
8 crores, i.e., about 40 per eeut. and Bombay and other ])rovinees were 
given about GO per cent. Bengal has the largest poiiulation and is one of 
the biggest industrial provinces w’ith its big port of Calcutta. Bengal 
represented to India Government for some more contribution but no heed 
was paid to it. This question was again gone into by the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Sub-Committee when the question was raised before them and 
they also recommended that Bengal should receive special consideration 
from the Government of India but no heed w^as paid to that also, and the 
injustice to Bengal remained unremedied. Then came the Niemeyer’s 
award. Before the Awrad w'as given Bengal had strongly presented her 
case. Even His Kxcelleni^y the Governor of Bengal put up a verj^ strong 
fight but the result w^as that only the share of the jute export duty was 
raised from 50 to 62 per cent, and 20 per cent, share of the divisible pool 
of income-tax was given to Bengal and as such Bengal was placed on a par 
with Bombay. Sir, Bombay has only less than half the population of 
Bengal. S'loh being the case how can Bengal be placed on a par with 
Bombay P Bengal contributes, according to some calculation, 28 crores to 
the Centre. According to other calculations, with surcharges and the 
excess profits tax she contributes about crores or more of rupees ta 
income-tax to the Centre. In return she will get only 7 crores out of this 
28 or 38 crores or more. Sir, owning to this injustice her resources are crip- 
pled permanently and she is lagging behind and her many-sided needs can- 
not be fulfilled and cannot be ministered to. Had not the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister taken courage in both hands he could have balance the budget by 
making drastic cuts under ih% head “Nation-Building Departments”, Of 
course it reflects great credit 6n him that he was courageous enough to face 
the deficit in his budget and yet o provide larger sums under heads “Public 
Health”, “Medical”, “Agriculture” and “Education” and thereby provid- 
ing more amenities and more comforts for the masses of Bengal. Surely 
he deserves thanks for this. 
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Sir, it will be said that the Bengal's budgets, both the revised budget 
for the current year and the budget for the coming year, show a deficit 
of 13 crores and 6 crores respectively, and it may be argued that this 6 
crores deficit in the next year’s budget may be enhanced to about 12J crores 
or more because there remains the big items such as the recommendations 
of the Pay Commission, and these recommendations may increase the 
expenditure by 6 crores. There is also another item, the introduction of 
free and compulsory primary education in Bengal which according to 
Government estimates will cost the province 3 crores of rupees as capital 
and Rs. 80 lakhs as recurring cost. This has not been provided for in the 
budget. Sin, I strongly support the finance Minister in his demand for 
the revision of financial settlement with Bengal by the Centre and also for 
subventions from the Centre to make up the deficit which they can justly 
claim from the Centre. 

Sir, it is a known fact that jute is the monopoly of Bengal and the 
Centre realises more than 5 crores of rupees from Bengal as jute export 
duty. But Bengal gets back only, according to the present year’s budget 
estimates, 2 crores 80 lakhs. If Bengal is given the full amount of the jute 
duty realised by the Centre then it will get more than 5 crores in all. Or 
if Bengal is given at least 40 per cent, of the income-tax realised from 
Bengal, then Bengal can easily make up its deficit. 

Sir, I now come to two most important omissions in the budget. It 
will be said, and I think it has already been condemned, as to why there 
should he a provision for Muslim education. I have drawn a picture of 
Moslem education in this House more than once and I do not like to repeat 
at length the figures which will show the condition of Muslim education 
which is most miserahle in Bengal. Sir, Bengal with its majority of 
Muslim population is lagging behind in the most imiM)riant field of life, 
namely, education. Even in the most primary stage the Muslims are most 
backward. It may be said that according to the late.st figures given in 
this Hou.se, about 17 lakhs of Muslim students are reading in the primary 
stages. If wc analyse the figure, we find that 54 per cent, of Moslem 
students are in the j)rimary stages and the number has dr()pj)ed down to 26 
per cent, in the middle stages — from 17 lakhs it has come down to 6 
lakhs. In the higher stages, that is, up to the matriculation stage, we find 
that their number has come down to 70,000 from 17 lakhs. I ask honour- 
able members of this Hou.se to realise the gravity of the situation and see 
how useful human material has been wasted, the. energy and money spent 
on these 17 lakhs students. We also find that 17 lakhs have come down to 
7 thousands in arts colleges. 

This is the picture of Muslim education in Bengal, Sir, and if under 
these circumstances any extra money has been allotted for Muslim education 
I ask my nationalist friends on the other side to welcome this iirovision. 

It is said that in India there is only one nation and that the two-nation 
theory is wrong. In that view, Sir, I ask my nationalist friends with all 
r^pect if the Hoif’ble Finance Minister has dorle anything wrong by alot- 
ting a special amount of money for a part of the nation. Sir, irfuslima 
have suffered long for want of education. I may remind my nationalist 
friends again to read Muslim history and then learn what a magnificent 
and widespread system of education prevailed among the Muslims who 
once po^ssed India in the early days. I would ask them to read the 
resumption proceedings, I would ask them to read the history of 
the early ^ British rule in India and in Bengal. What you will find 
^ that the system of education which was provided for Muslim by the 
Muslim Government was very magnificent. You will find how unjustly 
^ Muslims were treated in the matter of education under the British rule, 
^ere was a separate endowment of Rs. 3 crores for Muslim education in 
"ongal. It will be found in the book entitled “Discovery of India" written 
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by Pandit Nehru showing how Muslim education suffered for lack of suffi* 
cient facilities for their education and culture, ^is is not the only 
authority. This is not my own personal opinion, but this is also the opinion 
of W. W. Hunter. He described in his book how the national system of 
Muslim education was ruined by the British in Bengal. Again, Sir, that 
peat lady, Ih*. Annie Basant also testified to this fact that once the Muslims 
in India possessed a very widespread national system of education which 
used to produce great administrators, great diplomats, great scholars and men 
of great learning. Sir, this endowment which was dedicated for Muslim 
education was taken away by the Britishers by the resumption proceed- 
ings in Bengal and since then no steps were taken to facilitate ‘the progress 
of education of the Muslims. It will also be found from the report of 
the Calcutta University Commission of which late Sir Ashutosh Mukherji 
was one of the prominent members, that they also realised the drawbacks 
from which the Muslims suffer for want of proper education and recom- 
mended that separate Moslem schools and colleges, even a University for 
the Moslems should be started to impart suitable education congenial to 
their tradition and culture. They also recommended that the educational 
system should be reconstructed, especially the University and the Moslem 
scholars should be invited, not only from Bengal but also from the whole 
Islamic world so that they may teach the Moslem in an atmosphere con- 
genial to them. These are all historical facts which are on record and 
there is no getting away from them. It is very regrettable to note that 
because some paltry sum, compared with the need for Muslim sudaction, has 
been nllotled for the Muslims there have been bitter criticism from the 
opposition benches and these small grants are l)eing objected to. The small 
sum of Bs. 10 lakhs for Muslim education is nothing when compared with 
the mass illiteracy among them. This sum has been provided in accordance 
with the resolution which was moved by me and was adopted unanimously 
by this House on the 1 1th August 1938. Sir, the Government of Bengal 
slept over the resolution and woke up recently in 1947 to give effect to this 
resolution. All these years the Government showed scant justice to the 
education of the Muslims. The Muslims have got a meagre standard of 
education according to the needs and requirements. I mentioned above 
about the woeful wastage of human material in the primary stage. All 
the Committees and other bodies appointed to enquire into the condition 
of the Muslim education express the view that it is in a verv* backward 
stage. T do not like to s])eak in detail why it is so but I may only say 
that it is believed that non-introduction of free and compulsory primary 
education is the root cause of it. We find that in England a provision 
has been made to compensate the guardians who would send their boys 
for receiving education instead of helping them in their earning. There 
is a provision in the English Education Act of 1944 whereby every guardian 
of a boy will get some compensation for sending his boy to school. In 
Bengal we cannot go up to that length. Here in Bengal some guardians 
suggested that they would not send their children to school unless they 
get some compensation. T think we should introduce free and compulsory 
primary education in Bengal without delay. There is a demand from all 
sides that there should not be any more delay about it. Inspite of that 
I am surprised to find that in the Blue Book containing post reconstruction 
plans there is no scheme for free and compulsory primary education in 
Bengal. It is true that it requires money but at the same time it is the 
duty of the State to provide this money to give its citizens the minimum 
of elementary education. No ewilised State can avoid it. It has been 
stressed by various Commissions* and Committees that primary education 
is necessary and it is the basis and foundation on which structure of the 
nation’s progress and advancement depends. There cannot be successful 
labourer or enlightened citiien without education. A citiaen unless he i« 
educated cannot take any useful part in various elections. This point 
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should attract the attention of our Finance Minieter. But I am afraid 
this matter will not ^ given his immediate attention. From the speech 
of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister I find that Government scheme will 
spread over 6 years and that means that one district one year and there- 
fore it will take 30 years to cover all the districts. Bengal cannot wait so 
long. Then there is no provision for the Muslim University in Bengal. 
Sir, I find that a Muslim deputation consisting of all then leading 
Muslims of India headed by Aga Khan waited upon the Viceroy, Lord 
Minto, on the Ist October 1906 at Simla and stressed that they wanted a 
Muslim University where they can cultivate their culture and which would 
serve as centre of culture and tradition. It has also been mentioned by the 
Calcutta Commission, Mr. Hunter and others who have gone into the 
question of Muslim Educational backwardness. They cannot improve 
their culture in the uncongenial atmosphere provided by the present-day 
schools and colleges and the University. Of course it is true that Muslims 
in the past had not much of a leaning towards modern education but now 
there is no apathy amongst the Muslims. They are also yearning for 
education but they find that the atmosphere which prevails is not con- 
genial to their genius. So there is the imperative necessity for a separate 
Muslim University in Bengal in addition to the two Universities already 
existing a third University is a necessity compared to 1720 ITniversities in 
the United States of America with a population more than double that of 
Bengal. There are more than two most up-to-date Universities in Turkey 
for a population of 1 crore 70 lakhs. Surely 3 crores and 50 lakhs Muslims 
can demand that there should be a separate University of their own in 
Bengal. Sir, it may be pointed out that there are already many unemploy- 
ed graduates. My answer to that is that yet the number of students who 
are getting University Education in India is very small compared with 
that of Imgland, America and other civilized countries, and even in com- 
parison with Russia. I do not like to take more time of the House by quoting 
figures. There are 12 Universities in England for a population of 
crores; 13 Universities in Canada for a population of 85 laklis; 6 
Universities in Australia for a ])opulation of 55 lakhs. In the United 
States of America there are 726 Universities for a population of 13 crores 
while in Bengal there are only 2 Universities for more than (> crores of 
j)opulation. 


Sir, these comparative figures can clearly prove thatl;here is need here 
for more Universities. So the demand for a Muslim University is not 
unreasonable, and tliere cannot be any reasonable objection to this. In 
this connection Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, the then Education Minister, called 
a conference in 1944 to consider the question of founding a Muslim Univer- 
sity in Bengal and an expert committee was appointed in that conference. 
Since then nothing has been heard of the activities of this committee. So 
I would request the Ministry to found a Muslim University without any 
delay. As regards what sort of University it will be, I leaVe that to the 
exi)erts. 

Then I come to the question of prohibition. In Bengal this question 
uf prohibition has not been seriously taken up. Bengal has only intro- 
duced a policy of gradual elimination of excise shops. From the working 
uf this policy it appears that even within 100 years this scheme will not 
attain any fruition. It may be said that Bengal is in hard times with a 
deficit budget of a huge sum and cannot afford to lose a revenue of about 
d to 4 crores of rupees a year. But, iSir, other provinces which are not 
well off, they are also doing this at a sacrifice of their excise income. 
**^ugal'8 income, moreover, has increased from 11 creres up to 30 citirea; 

imposed upon Bengal, with the result 
laat Bengal's income has almost trebled 
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Mr. LALIT ChAnDRA DAS: Sir, on a point of order. Is it not the 
practice that during budget discussion the Finance Minister should le 
present in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS He is coming back soon; he has just gone out for 
a few minutes. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: At any rate, Sir, I am here, taking notes for 
him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Your presence will not do, Mr. Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. The Minister himself ought to be present. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Go on, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As 1 was speaking, Sir, I need hardly say that this 
question of pruhibitiori is as vital as any other thing for the masses. We 
know what ruin and misery the drink habit brings upon the drunkard and 
his family; 1 think this is well known to everybody. If the Government 
truly calls itself a Muslim League Ministry then it should tackle this ques- 
tion very seriously, to save tlie ixHiple who are mostly of the labour class 
and are very poor, and the devastation wrought by this habit is very con- 
siderable in Bengal. Sir, in Chittagong I am surrolinded by many excise 
shops and I know what tiiis means. Very promising men take to this 
habit and not (mly ruin themselves but ruin their families also. Many 
prosperous families have been ruined In this habit. So I a])peal to the 
Finance Minister as well as to the House to take up this question quite 
seriously. 

Now I shall come to Chittagong before I finish my speech. Chitta- 
gong HutVered veiy much on ac<‘ount of the war. Practically it was a war 
zone and as a result of this the educational system here w’as smashed 
altogether, and the normal life has been dislocated. I find no grant for 
Chittagong — only Its. 10,000 for excavation of khals. Before the war' 
commenced there were projects for raising the Khastgir High English 
School for girls to the standard of a college as there was no college for 

f irls in the Chittagong Division, but nothing has been done about it. 

here was a scheme for a boarding house for Moslem girls as there was no 
boarding house for Muslim girls attached to the Khastgir H. E. School 
for girls. This t(U) was not proceeded with. We are suffering very much 
for want of a colpge and a boarding for Muslim girls. Schemes for these 
were sanetioned, laud was acquired and then the war broke out and every- 
thing was stopped, Chittagong (h)llege is the only college maintained by 
Government in the Chittagong Division. It cannot accommodate all the 
students who want admission. The extension of this college was proposed 
but that proposal havS been postponed. Now there was a scheme for a 
female training school in Chittagong, but on account of the war that too was 
postponed and as compared with other provinces, this province suffer very 
muon for want of proper female teacher training school. I think, Sir, there 
should be more colleges in the Chittagong Division as there is only one 
college in Chittagong Division. 

W^ith regard to Medical school in Chittagong, there was a proposal to 
turn the present medical school into a college. But I find no provision in 
the budget for this. I find that the Ministry has paid too much attention 
in this re8|>eci to Calcutta and Dacc^a as if other districts do not requirtf 
any attenion. Other districts are getting very little attention from the 
Ministry. My submission is that ^ese medical institutions should be 
scattered all over the province, so that students will not have to run a 
long way to have their education and they would get it in their own dis- 
trict at a much lessor cost in the mofussil. Here in Calcutta they find 4 
very difficult to get accommodation and also to live comfortably as living 
is very costly in Calcutta. If these schools and colleges are scattered all 
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oTer tlif province they conld get education at much cheaper cost in ooUegei 
in their own districts. I appeal to the Hon*ble Finatce Minister to con- 
sider these needs of Chittagong and to see that they ire removed without 
further delay. I regret to find that the Hon’ble Education Minister is 
not present. I appeal to the Hon’ble' Finance Minister to take steps to 
convert the present Medical School at Chittagong into a College. 

Another fact to which I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister who is also Minister for Public Health and Medical, that 
re-excavation of tanks in Chittagong is a very important item. Chitta- 
gong is a land of tank and within the municipal area there are about 
1,000 tanks. If these tanks are renovated and developed it will be a great 
source of profit and it will greatly benefit the people. Fishery could be 
very successfully developed and the banks of these tanks could bo utilised 
for cultivation of vegetables and fruits. It will at the same time serve as 
irrigation tanka for cultivation and for other purposes. I bring all these 
facts to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in the hope that he will do 
something in this direction. I find with great regret that provision for 
re-excavation of derelict tanks made in the revised budget has been omitted 
from the budget of 1947-48. These are the few items to which I draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and I hope the Finance 
Minister will reply to them. Unfortunately the Education Minister is not 
here but I hope Hon’ble Finance Minister will reply to these points. 
Lastly, Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Finance Minister to consider another 
fact that Bengal’s present condition of the masses is very deplorable on 
account of the disturbances and for many other factors and the poor classes 
are living from hand to mouth and their condition is getting w’orse day 
by day. Some provision should be made for raising the standard of living 
of the poorer masses. Sir, I find from the allotment under the head 
“Co-operative” that no such scheme has been provided in the budget and 
I do not find any indication of any scheme for the improvement of the 
condition of the masses through the co-operative socueties. In Bengal the 
co-operative movement may be said practically to be a failure. I would 
ask the Hon’ble the Finance Ministt'r to look to the Punjab as to what 
they have done through co-operative movement. They have raised their 
standard of living. Bengal has not aken up this question seriously. Sir, 

I am myself connected with some of the co-operative societies and I know 
that we lack in the spirit of co-operation. We do not know what is the 
meaning of co-operative sj)irit. There is no proj)aganda to infuse in us 
the spirit and usefulness of co-operative movement. Sir, the other day I 
put a question to the ITon’ble Minister for Co-operative and he said that 
there was no saving scheme for the poor in Bengal. He also said that 
there was no necessity for making any compulsory saving scheme for the 
poor. In Chittagong we have been running one co-operative society, 
namely, Traders’ bank and I know how to work it. There is a compulsory 
rule in this bank that every member must deposit at least -/8/- a month 
and this has been working very satisfactorily. There a man can save in 
10 years as much as Rs. 100, 200 or 800. Before the start of this hank 
the people used to borrow at a much higher rate now they can lK)rrow from 
their own saving at a concession rate. Only change of rule is necessary. 

Now, as regards the development schemes that have been drawn up by 
the Government of Bengal, it is a known fact and it has been admitted in 
answer to a que.stion put by me that all these schemes were prepared by 
, Government during the 98-regime. It appears that some of the schemes 
have been put into operation but before putting into operation all these 
schemes, they should be revised and scrutinised in the light of experience. 
Expert opinion should be obtained in each scheme. T know that experts 
sometime differ and thev actually differ. Sometimes different experts give 
different #iews. A handwriting expert sometimes differs from another hand- 
writing expert. Sir, I find huge sums will he spent on these development 
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iclieinea. And I appeal to the Hon'ble Finance Minister and tie Ministry 
to look into tiis matter carefully. Sir, sometimes schemes are draTO up 
iritiout looking to the real condition of Bengal. Sir, conditions in Bengal 
iiffer from the conditions in other countries. That fact is not always taken 
nto consideration. A huge sum of about 12 J crores will be spent on these 
ichemes and we the members of this House can reasonably ask the Govem- 
nent to see that this money is well spent and produce the desired result 
ind benefit the masses to a great extent. 


Sir, another matter I want to speak on is this. As regards abolition 
d Zeminda^ I find nearly 37 lakhs has been provided for the Eevisional 
^ttlement uperations. We found a small provision for this in the current 
'ear’s budget and we find it as 37 lakhs in the next year’s budget but there 
B no indication that the scheme will be put into effect in all the districts, 
iir, there may be difference of opinion about the obligation of zemindars 
lut it has been stressed by all the Commissions that Bengal’s misery and 
lengal’s backwardness is largely due to the prevalence of this system 
?hich is eating into the vitals of the masses. No land improvement can 
le effected uiuess this system is abolished. Sir, it is not my humble 
pinion alone; it is the opinion of experts who have gone into this question 
arefully. It has been stressed even by the latest Famine Commission that 
Jengal cannot grow more food, that there cannot be an all-round improve- 
aent in apiculture unless this vicious system is done away with. Why 
his delay in giving effect to this very important reform in Bengal? Sir, I 
pish that this had been done at least in some districts of Bengal but I find 
lothing except that for the Revisional Settlement an allotment has been 
riade and it will be continued next year. I do not know when it will be 
;iven effect to. I with all respect ask the Hon’ble Minister and the 
Ministry not to dilly-dally and shilly-shally w’ith this important matter 
m which depends the future prosperity of Bengal. 


Sir, T find b lakhs has been provided in the budget for Secondary 
^hlucation. I do not know w'hether this sum is for giving eft’e(‘t to the 
H'condary Education Scheme and whether the Secondary Education Board 
t'ill be established as a result of the Secondary Education Bill that is 
0 Ik* passed into law. Sir, the establishment of a Secondary Education 
^oard in Bengal is necessary for an all-round imj)rovement of secondary 
duration. I do not view this question from the narrow communal point 
if view but from the efficacy of a j)roper system of secondary education so 
hat our youths can struggle for their existence with greater equipment and 
;ourage. Sir, the present educational system produces some clerks who 
ire unsuited to the hard struggle of life and so they are only adding to 
he tiuinlHir of unemployed in Bengal. Sir, education should be reoriented, 
ducaiion should be reformed in such a wav, should be reconstructed in 
inch a way so that the products of the schools and colleges and University 
hat are turned oUt are enabled to face the world with all the preparation 
ind equipment that is required for leading a happy life with employment 
or all in this hard world. Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister that the 
Secondary Education Bill be passed and the Board established in Bengal 
it an early date. 

Lastly, Sir, I appeal to my friends on the other side not to consider 
this inatter from a communal point of view. There is nothing communal 
in this budget. Moreover, I would ask mv friends if they think that the 
irery occurrence of the word “Muslim” in tie budget is repugnant to them. 
How can they expect Muslims to live with them together in Bengal who 
is said by them to form a part and parcel of the same nation if the Hindus 
irrudge them any extra amounts, for their backward education. Sir, it is 
this sort of mentality. I say with all respect to my Hindu frmnds, that 
has actually accentuated the differences in this province. It is' very 





unfortoate that today when we are going toget the longnwnght indepen- 
dence in 1948, we should be still divided. We must rise to the occasdon 
and consider the matter from the point of view of a whole nation. You 
should see that here is your brother Muslim who has been lagging behind 
you for want of many things and who should now be equip^d with the 
resources for the very hard struggle of maintaining the independence 
that will come to them. My friends should know that the great Muslim 
nation will not remain under them for ever. If they read Muslim history 
they will learn that the Muslims are a virile nation and they will not 
submit to anybody's oppression. Therefore it is better to equip them 
with all facilities and to educate them. Finally, Sir, I appeal to my 
friends of the opposition not to criticise any provision for Muslim education 
from a communal point of view. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, in presenting his 
deficit budget before the House Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Ali starts his speech 
by lamenting over the “misfortune that efforts and resources should at this 
juncture of the country be dissipated in strife and discord which not only 
jeopardise the chances of economic recovery but also shake the very founda- 
tions of social security”. Though he takes the garb of injured innocence 
it is nothing but his pricked conscience which perhai)8 torments him after 
the Calcutta and Noakhali carnages. Or is it simply sham sympathy 
shown only to browl>eat the House and hoodwink it into passing a budget 
in which as the Minister says “the disturbed conditions left their marK” 
and thus forced the hands of the Minister into earmarking large sums to 
appease the wrath of the majority party upon those support his present 
position depends. 

Failing to make both ends meet in his budget, Bengal’s Honourable 
Chancellor appears in the role of a beggar to the Central Government for 
subvention over and above the Centre’s grant for non-productive reconstruc- 
tion schemes. Tliis is one side of the picture and on the other side his 
political chief Mr. Sulirawardy is proclaiming from h()uscf()j>s that Bengal 
wdll declare independence and the eastern Pakistan uill he the citadel of 
Muslim culture and consolidation. Yet the tragic fun is that the bulk of 
money thus taken in the name of Muslim culture and consolidation comes 
from the non-Mu.slims— the hapless minority in their own provinct* — the 
Hindus, who made the province what it i.s and upon wliose sacrifices and 
privations the League is lording over. If the province has to depend upon 
the Centre how can they hanker for a separate Pakistan P Is it only a 
slogan to keep the flames of coinmunalism buriiingP For the Leag^ie 
knows that if the fire is lo.st, Paki.stan falls through. The switchboard of 
the Pakistan current is in the po.ssession of League leaders and the Bengal 
budget is to supply finance for the generation of that cuircnt. The 
Central Government subvention will only helj> the consolidation of the 
communal frenzy and the corruptive practi(‘e8 whose story is told in the 
pages of the Woodhead Commission. 

Coming to details of the schemes of expenditure, one wonders if com- 
munal ism could go further. The persual of the budget will reveal the 
mentality of tha Ministry which considers that Pakistan is already an 
accomplished fact in Bengal and the non-Muslims are there only on 
sufferance and at the mercy of the majority. They are to rest content on 
the pittance of the League, the less crumbs that might fall from the League 
table. The list of expendiutre, namely, Rs. 10 lakhs annually for Muslim 
education fund, Rs. lakhs for ho»^tels for Muslim students, Rs. 1} lakhs 
nearly for Tslamia Hostel, Rs. 51 lakhs already spent for Bihar Muslims, 
Rs. 54 lakhs for them in the ensuing year, Rs. 2 lakhs nearly for Madrassas, 
which shows that perh^s there is no other community in Bengal save and 
except the Muslims. Hut for all these the University College of Science 
bas to be deprived of 9 lakhs required for its much needed expansion. 
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Strettffthening of the police force will drain a heavy sum in the next 
year. That the inefficiency,’ pretended or actual, of the ^police force, is an 
open secret, no one will deny. But the virus of communalism has got a 
strong hold upon the minds of the guardians of Law and Order, Can 
additional expenditure for that department stamp out and eradicate this 

S iison from their minds? No, not even the monstrous pretention of 
r. Suhrawardy to maintain the Law and Order by promulgating not less 
than 14 ordinances, can effectively deal with the anti-social elements of the 
province if the police force is saturated with corruption and communal 
poison. The result will be that these powers given to the executive will 
find inevitable expression for personal and sectional aggrandisement and 
for suppression of legitimate political and humanitarian activities of the 
Congress and other nationalist organisations. 

The boat construction scheme of the Government has become in their 
own admission a bottleneck to them in post-war days. A loss of 1^ crore 
of good money of the people is being simply pushed through the legislature 
by the force of a brute majority and the brunt of the burden is now borne 
by the community now in the opposition. May I urge in this connection 
that there should be a thorough enquiry into the maladministration which 
has led to the huge expenditure of this grant. 

The Hon’ble Minister in estimating his incomes for the ensuing year 
presupposes that “condition will continue to be normal”. If this assump- 
tion is well grounded, the Minister should be thanked for at least giving this 
hope of normality of relations. Does he give this on the hopes that suffi- 
cient money has been allocated to his partymen so as not to excite them 
with communal frenzy again? 

The Hon’ble Minister’s statement is really interesting when he says 
that the Ilouse would be interested to know that a sub-committee of the 
cabinet was carefully looking into the question of possible reduction in staff 
of the Civil Supplies Department. So bad days are ahead for Civil 
Supplies Department whose uncivil administration and still more unsocial 
activities were open scandals for the Ministry whose eyes have now opened. 

The revision of pay scales will burden the j)rovincial revenue to the 
extent of 6 crores. I do not know if the officials merited this increment 
for the efficien(‘y they have shown during the last famine, Noakhali and 
Calcutta carnages and if they deserve these in the light of the prevailing 
circumstances of the country. Side by side wuth this, there is the Finance 
Minister’s proposal for a drive for checking corruption, and inefficiency in 
officials and evasion of tax dodgers. Does it mean that the officers are to be 
compensated by increase of salar^^ when there is an attempt at drive against 
corruption and evasion? But it is very doubtful if the Ministry which 
thrives on communalism can effect any improvement if it has to keep itself 
in power. It will be telling a plain truth that the present Ministry' has 
created such an atmosphere in every branch of administration that it has 
become a standing scandal for Bengal Government. 

With regard to the nation-building heads, I find that money has been 
allowed to remain unspent and entire schemes have been abandoned half- 
pursued or unpursued. In this connection I respectfully draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister to the irrigation problem of the West Bengal, 
particularly of Burdwan district. It is a matter of regret that although 
nuge amounts were sanctioned year after year for irrigation projects no 
practical steps were taken to execute the schemes which always remain on 
paper. 

The Finance Minister has sought to present an optimistic picture before 
the House and says that time is «pe for agricultural and industrial develop- 
ment. But this platitudinous iulminations of Bengal’s Chancellor of the 
Exchequer are not supported by the details of the budget presented to the 
House. 
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The budget lacli# foresight, is communal with a vengeance, is lacking in 
that perspective of leeing things in their inter-related and inter-communal 
aspects and bespeaks of a frankly sectional partisanship. It is political 
and not humanitarian, communal and not broad-based and avowedly it is 
a party Budget which is a scandalous muddle of big money and communal 
mind. 

Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: Mr. President, Sir, both the 
revised and the original Budgets show that we are to face hu^e dencits in the 
current as well as in the coming year and this state of affairs will occur in 
years to come. The Hon’ble Finance Minister suggests two measures to meet 
those deficits (1) Revision of the Financial Settlement. l>«?t ween the ( entre 
and the province pending which to ask for ml hoc financial assistance from 
the Government of India from year to year and taxation in future. I 

perfectly agree with the most important statement made by the Hon bit* 
Minister which runs thus — “It is well to remember liowever that enhanced 
yield from taxation depends very much u]>on imprtuement in the taxable 
capacity of the people and the latter in turn de}»ends on the developiueiit 
of our economic wealth and resources particularly in the fields of agricul- 
ture and industry”. But I am sorry to see that the Hon bit* binunce 
Mini.ster has stopped here and has not stated what lu* wants to do regarding 
the development of our economic w'ealth and resources particularly in the 
fields of Agriculture and Industry. But what do wt‘ se<* in the budget 
figures? And that is this — under head “Agriimlture” Rs^ 41.4r),0tM) was 
provided in the Budget for the current year whereas Its. ‘J7,R?,00t) is being 
provided in the Revised Budget and Rs. GO, (12, 000 in the Budget for the 
year 1047-48. And under head “Industry” also we see that Rs. *ll,(>d,0(Kl 
was provided in the Budget for the current year whereas Rs. 4,84,000 is 
going to he provided in the Revised Budget ami Its. 27,54,000 in the 
Budget for 1947-48 out of a total expenditure of Rs. 52 crores. This state 
of affairs is not at all satisfactory. When wt* all know' for certain that the 
economic resources of our country depend on the development r»f Agricul- 
ture and Industry we should divert our entire energy in this direction. 
The sums ]>rovided in the Budget were nominal in consideration of the 
importance of Agriculture and Industry and in tin* a(‘tual work even that 
nominal sum is not going to be spent. The Tfon’ble Finance Minister has 
also said “AVhat group or party is there which does ot aspire to imj)rove 
the lot of the masses, to lift the cultivator out of his tragic poverty and 
ill-health, to infuse a ray of hope where there now’ broods the darkness of 
despair. Where such are our common ideals and (dde(’tives, there should 
be no obstacle to a united effort to secure their fulfilment. All this sounds 
well but in actuality we see very little ray of hof>e for the cultivator and 
I think that in order to please the cultivator a tebhaga bill or barga bill 
is going to be introduced in order to show that this is their ray of ho}>e. 
But will this Bill if passed into Act produce any actual benefit for the 
(‘ountry as a whole? Certainly not, for several reasons, viz., (1) By this 
Bill or Act the material resources of the country will not be incr(*nsed 
inasmuch as it will only help taking something fn»m the pocket of one 
person and giving iC to another, (2) By this measure the middle class will 
be crushed and the cultivator wdll find no person under whom to cultivate 
inasmuch as there is already tebhaga because the Bargadar takes by under- 
hand means something before the actual bhag takes place and this being 
his habit which has grown into second nature he will not he able to give 
it up and he will go on doing the same even if tebhaga is introduced so 
that in reality there will he chowhhaga and the Jotedar will have practi- 
cally nothing left after payment of rent, cesses and taxes, It will affect 
the revenue inasmuch as taxes hitherto paid by the middle class men will 
he much reduced if not totally lost and then it will act contrary’ U> the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister's statement that enhanced yield of taxation 
depends very much upon the improvement of the taxable capacity of the 
26 
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people, (4) ft wUl not bring permanent benefit to the cultivator inasmuch 
as the’ cost of preknt system of labour is rising by teups and bounds and 
the cultivator whom it is projmsed to help will be in the midst of the same 

tragic poverty in which he is, i.e., he will be in the CT 
The real task before us is to change the present system of labour and to make 
it lesH c.o.stly in comjiarision with tlie production which it ensures. Neither 
the Tebliuga Jlill nor the Chowbhaga Bill will be able to bring any benefit 
to the cultivator. There are many other things which may be said against 
tlu^ Burga Bill which 1 don't like to mention here. I have only stated 
timnc matters which arise out of taxation for improvement of revenue and 
do away with the revenue deficit. The Hoii’ble Finance Minister has 
stated that an officer of the Finance Department is going to be deputed 
to nndertJike intensive studies of the budgetary systems and juinciple.s of 
taxation in the Tnited Kingdom. America, Canada and Australia (although 
Canada is included in America) hut no projiosal is made for deputation of 
oHitao-h to undertake intensive studies in agricultural systems of foreign 
(ountries. It would have been in the fitness of the statement made by the 
Ilon’ble Finance Minister that the taxable cajiacity of a people dejiends 
very much ujioii the development of agriculture that along with the dejmta- 
lion of an officer to undertake intensive studies of the budgetary systems 
arnl principles of taxation some officers of the Agricultural Department 
would have been deputed to America, Australia and Russia to undertake 
intensive studies in the airricultural systems of those countries and to apply 
tli(* same in this count r\ as tar as and us soon as ju'ucticable in order to 
lilt the cultivator out ot liis tragic poverts and ill-health. And this policy, 
if a(d.cd upon, will, I am sur(‘, be able to give ])ermanent and substantial 
licucfit to the cultivator and not only to the t'ultivator but to the counry 
as a whole, I do not say anything of Industry bei'ause our country is an 
agrn-ullural country and agricultural devclo])ment should be prior to indus- 
trial development. 

As regards the ('ivil Supplies Department most probably (iovernment 
iiro aware that the majurit\ of the people of our country specially the 
c\dtivat(Us do not like its existence inasmuch as they have to waste time to 
get sup]»lies and even then they do not regularly get the articles under the 
control of the department to meet their bare necessities. If the De}»art- 
^ mciit cannot remove their wants there is no justification for its existence. 

^ Now-a-days mustard oil has become so very scarce that the pooi pc<)])h‘ arc 
(‘ooking their food without i>il. Wc too sometimes have to take I'ecouisc 
to the iinjiure ghee, sometimes Dalda and sometimes til oil. If it is said 
that scarcity of mustard oil is due to the failure of mustard crop and the 
I'lvil Sujjplics Department ha^ nothing to do regarding its production, 
then It is the turn of the Agriculture Department to tuke steps for larger 
prixl action id' mustard. I think nothing has been done to that effect except 
tile general eamjiaign of “(irow More Food”. We do not get also regular 
supj)l\ of coal although I think there i^ no w’ant of coal in the collieries. 

I hope the Civil Supplies Department will remove these difficukies and 
justify its existence. 

1 am glad to see that it has been at least admitted that the guarding 
and maintaining the Civil Supplies boats involves a good deal of expendi- 
ture wliich in effect is throwing away good money after bad and the Gov- 
ernment have decided to dispose of the boats at the l)e8t available price 
and chise the account before the dlst March 1947. I hope the Government 
will not change the decision ^nd disjwse of the boats at the price of fuel 
even in order to save the cojt of maintaining these boats. 

In the Development programme for Agriculture are mentioned — fl) 
Training of technical personnel at Dacca, Chinsura, Daulatpur and Gai- 
^ndha, (2) A|ricultural research at Dacca, and Horticultural research at 
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Rri&hnagar, (3) Animal Husbandry at Haringbata, Ealin^nf and Chitta- 

a and (4) Reclamation of 5,000 acres of waste lan^^ m the gi'ow-more- 
campaign. This is good progress towards agricultural development 
and I cannot but thank the framer of the Budget for this, but at the same 
time I am sorry not to hear anything done for Kumar Basanta Kumar 
Agricultural Institute at Rajshahi which was established with the sole 
local donations amounting to 4i lakhs of rupees from the late Kxtmar 
Basanta Kumar Roy of Dighapatia for agricultural instruction of the 
people of Rajshahi where 80 per cent, of the ])opulaiioii is Muslims and 

79 per cent, of the same are agriculturists. I think in none of the 

above places w'here agricultural development ])rograinme is going to l>e 
carried there was any such donation. I tliink it is the duty of the 

(jovernment to see whether the institution is of any utility and if the 

Gfovernment see it is of no use they ought to provimdalise and then re- 
organise or reform it in order that such big donation may not be wasted 
there. 

Under Medical and Public Health 3 lakhs, 72 thousands have been pro- 
vided for the Islamia Hospital. I have seen the Hos])ital and its working 
and I think a very good work is being done and tlie Hospital deserves such 
a grant and it has been rightly given. 

The creation of a Muslim Education Fund is a novel feature of the 
budget and it deserves praise. 

Lust of all, I think the Government are aware that the District Boards 
in Bengal are in a helpless condition inasmuch as their incomes are limited 
whereas the prices of labour and material have gone up to 3 to 4 hundred 
per cent, and they have to pay dearness allowance to their officers. The 
result has l>een that the roads are being neglected and arc going to la* 
im])assable day by day, necessary quantities of medi(dnes are not la‘ing sup. 
plied to the dispensaries. Officers of the Ilealfh Department are suflering 
very murh for want of housing accommodation, sufficieiif dcariH*Hs allow- 
ances are not being given to their officers. But in the budget nothing has 
been done to come to their help in this direction. With tlu'se few words 
T resiime my seat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do 1 tak<' it that there an* no other menihers ih'siririg 
to >.])eak to(la\. I find tliere are none. The Hous(‘ i". adjourned till 2-b3i 
p.iii. tomorrow . ^ 


Adjournment. 

The (Council then adjourned till 2-!o p.m. on l-ridav, the 2Sth Febru- 
ary, 1947. 
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Mmnbm ab$mt 

The folldkittjjl mimbers were absent from the meeting held on the 27th 
February, 1947 i— 

(1) Mr. L. I. S. Bourne, 

Mr. Yusufali Ohowdhury, 

(3) Mr. Hemendra Kufnar Das, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazl Ellahi, 

(f)) The Hon'hle Mr. Abdul Gofran, 

(G) The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyid Muzzarauddin Hossain, 

(7) Mr. Mungtuain Jaipuria, 

(8) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(9) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(10) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(11) The Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath Mukerjea, 

(12) Mr. T, B. Nimmo, 

(13) Khun Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(14) Dr, Kumiid Sankar Ray, 

(15) Mr. Biswanath Roy, and 

(16) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf. 





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL im^iB 


First Smion, 1947— No. 13. 

- ., 1 ^ 

The Cofncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
inj?, Calcutta, on Friday, the 28th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being the 
thirteenth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) («) of 
the Government of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, kx.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Questions and Answers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: Sir, this question may be held over as the 
Hon’ble Minister has not been able to come yet. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Question No^ 63 is held over. Order, order, there 
is a message. 

Message from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. GupU): Sir, the following message has 
been received from the Bengal Ijegislative Assembly: — 

‘‘Message. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed liy 
the Bengal I^egislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 24th February, 
1947, has been duly signed by me and i.s annexed herewith. The concur- 
rence of the Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is roqueHtod. 


CAixuriA, 

The 27th February, 1947. 


N. Amin, 

Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assemltly.'* 


Sir, I herewith lay on the table the Bengal Ordinances Temporary 
Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the Bengal Ivegislative Assembly on the 
24th February, 1947. 


Tht Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

V The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to give notice tlwiv 
on the 10th of March I shall move for consideration as well as for passing 
the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister proposes to move the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, on the 10th March for c(m- 
sideration end passing. The notice of amendments both for the motion fy 
consideration es well as for ihe clauses of the Bill may be given by 3 p.to. 
on the 4th of March. 

27 
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PresanintiM of tho Suppfamentary Budget Estimtee for 1948-47. 

Tha HAi’HI* Hfr> MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I be? to present to tb< 
Bengal Legislative Council the supplementary statement of expenditure 
for Ine current year. 

It will appear from the Supplementary Estimate now in the hands of 
the honourable members that the total amount included in the statement 
in over 7 crores 10 lakhs and that this excess, for which the necessary 
explanation has been given under each head, is spread over thirteen major 
h(uids of account; out of these thirteen heads, in two cases, viz., under 
Education and Medical, there is a nominal token demand which is neces- 
sary for pur])o.ses of audit. As regards the remaining eleven heads the 
exce.sses under Income Tax, Stamps, Veterinary, Co-operation and 
Stationery and Printing are comparatively small and I need not perhaps 
tax the fKitience of the House by a recital of the rea.sons for these demands. 
Coming now to the other heads, the House will find that the largest indivi- 
dual demand amounting to nearly 3 crores is under Eamine due to large 
scale distribution of gratuitous relief in the shape of foodstuff, clothings 
and cash payments, besides opening of more test relief w'orks and better 
management of work-houses with their connected institutions. 

The next important item is a demand of over 2 crores under Miscellan- 
eous necessitated by unforeseen expenditure for the relief of riot victims 
and refugees. 

The expenditure of half a crore for the development of Kanchrapara area 
will be met from loan money obtainble from the Centre for financing pro- 
ductive schemes included in the Provincial Development Programme. The 
large excess expenditure under Police has been mainly caused by smaller 
recoveries from India on account of police expenditure, the other factors 
being larger outlay on jmlice buildings, incretised expenditure for strength- 
ening the armed and unarmed police in Calcutta and other districts and 
provision of better facilities for transport on land and water. Under 
General Administration several oompiiratively small items make up the 
total excess of 24 lakhs and the only important item is an increase of 9 
lakhs for post-war unemployment relief where the Revised Estimate has 
been placed at 2S lakhs against the original budget jirovision of 19 lakhs. 
The last item of about a crore under loans includes oO lakhs for loans to 
agriculturists, 19 lakhs for cattle loans and 20^ lakhs to the Calcutto 
CorjHjration ; all these loans are interest bearing and recoverable in due 
course. 

General Discussion on the Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Isow, the House will resume the General Discussion 
of the Budget. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I may s<ty at the outset that 
members of this House have no power either to sanction or to refuse the 
grants and therefore I shall not devote myself at all to the details of the 
grants provided in the Budget. But I shall confine myself to the general 

S rinciples underlying the Budget. 1 must say also at the outset that this 
iudget has been introduced at a very momentous period in the history of 
our country. I tliink I shall not be beyond the mark if I say that perhajw 
this Budget is the last Budget under the existing Constitution. Because 
when the time for the next Budget would (xime a new constitution if 
agreed by all the parties must be complete for operation, and in case of 
any failure of an agreed constitution I say with hesitancy no doubt that 
the only other conclusion whipli can be drawui would be a deadly civil strife 
in the country leading it to chaos and confusion. So this budget what- 
ever its claim may be the working out of this budget will cast its reflexion 
on the coming events as to what shape the country will take, what history 
we shall build for the future of Bengal. We should not shut our eyes to 
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the reelitJ^, we must take a realistic view of the situation which *18 now in 
existence in the country. The dead line has been set by iJie British and it 
[g a challenge to ns. Bengal has to think very serionwy .whether the 
challenge has to be accepted or not. The country cannot remain in a static 
:x)ndition. We have to move. We shall move either to rule and order; 
!ve shall move either to the growth of the country; ‘we shall move either to 
ndependence, or to chaos and (X>nfusion. We have to move any how; this 
)resent condition cannot continue. The British have said very cleiirly, 
^iVe are not going to take any part in your raiiiMings; we are going to 
juit the country; we leave the country to you; it is y(mr country; you are 
o settle your differences and \ou are to settle the future (onstitution of 
our country ' — a very statesmanlike attitutle taken by the Britisli. And 
ip till now looking at the statement 1 for myself do not see that there ia 
lot absiilute honesty in the statement of His Majesty's Government. W© 
lave nothing to read into the statement and to suspect that they would 
esile from it. Tlicv are going to gi\e back this country and wv are to take it. 
That makes the task harder for us. So I wiid a moment ag<» tluit this wa© 
a momentous occasion. It was a historic occasion for us. This jiresenta- 
tion of the budget is perhaps the last budget, as I sa>, wliicli thi.s Jlous© 
will consider under the present Constitution prevailing in the c-ountry. 

Now turning to the budget I must congratulate the llon’lde Fiiwinc© 
Minister ill his realistic appreciation of the real pixildeins facing tiie country. 

Here I (piote his own wonls. He said, “ This is not a moment for 

Iiarliamentary obstruction, or a moment for uppioaching vital pmhlem.s as 
a matter of party scores; tln.s is a moment which calls for a united assault 
upon the obstacles wliich impede our progress and unib'd endiNivour to 
attain our objective with the minimum loss of time.” 1 fully agree with 
him. This is a noble sentiment no doubt. Only 1 wish tliat the ]mrty of 
which he is an important member .should keep it.sclf up to the ideal set* out 
in the Statement. About the objectives he lias not .said clearly. What it# 
the objective ? The objective is nothing hut imlependcncc'. The objective 
whicli IS betore us and which is close at band is Imlependcnce. The only 
(juestion is whether we sliall eijuip ourselves to he comp<‘lent to atUin 
Independence or wt shall (xmvett the country into an arena of civil strife a© 
prevailiig in China. The problem is (dear. We have to choose, and I think 
there can be no hesitancy in the minds of any one whether he is a Hindu or 
a Muslim that the only way in which we can ai (‘(‘jO the challenge of th© 
Briti.sh is the way in whicli w’e can attain the goal, is the w'ay of absolute 
unanimity, of absolute unity in framing tiie coming Constitution of 
Independence of the country. It is not a (onstitution which the British 
is ^oing to impose upon us. It is a Constitution wliich the Britisli have said 
we are to frame and if we fail in that the w'orld will judge us and will judge 
us very justly and the judgment w'lll lie one perhaps which wdll not be to our 
credit if we cannot fulfil the duty which has been entrusted to us. It may 
he asked why in discussing the budget I have been introducing it. To that 
I luive already .said, that if you kmk at the budget only a.s a (xitalogue of ^ 
figures if it is of no interest; but look at the policy underlying the li'udget and 
the policy which the administration will lidlovv in carrying out this budget 
till the dead line is reached, till the time comes when we are to present oiir 
ow^ Constitution for the wmntry. Bengal, as some of my friends are say- 
ing, would be Q Sovereign country then. I do not demur that. But if 
Bengal will be a Sovereign country it will be a Sovereign country for both 
the Hindus and Muslims. It cannot be a Sovereign country for one com- 
munity alone. If you agree on that, I can assure you the Hindus will work 
tn unison with vou. But I must remind you of one thing. If you think 
that on the analogy of the present Constitution it is the tyranny of vot/e» 
^hich will rule the country we shall not agree to it. The ^egal imperatives 
of the State of Bengal — by legal imperativea, of course it is a technical 
expression, it means the irectives of the administration, I say that the 
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ksttl impemtiTe of tlie State of Bengal must be a joint imperative of both 
Hmdus and Muslims. It cannot be an imperative of one prticulor aeetwn 
of this House or of one particular section of the people of the country to the 
♦xclusion of the other simply by an artificial majority of votes, bir, votes 
may guide the House, but votes do not create history and votes do not con- 
trol a country. I am not giving out any threat but I am simply telling the 
House tliat it is the ordinary lesson of history that 45 per cent, of the popula- 
tion of a country cannot be made to surrender its freedom to the tyranny of 
votes. So, in building up the constitution the constitution must be of a 
character in which the elective will of both the communities should pre- 
vail, in which both the communities should have equal rights. Of course 
it may be said that now we find in Bengal that there is diversity of opinion 
as to the division of Bengal. Some people may be inclined to think that 
perliaps Indians are divided ; one section thinking of a united Bengal and 
another of a divided Bengal. I can, however, assure my friends, of one 
thing, namely, that the whole of Hindu Bengal is united. Their demand 
is very rational and a reasonable one. We want that the demand of the 
united Hindu Bengal must be listened to. The Hindus of Bengal must have 
an effective voic.e in the future administration; tliey miust have a part in 
the Administration. The constitution must be of such a character as would 
riot allow the exclusion of the Hindus from the executive of the Adminis- 
tration. It must be framed in a manner so that the constitution itself shall 
not allow any major ptirty to exclude the other community from sharing in 
the responsibility for the administration of the country. So, that really is 
the united demand of Bengal and any claim for the division or partition of 
Bengal is only a counsel of desperation. They think that if their reasonable 
demand be not adhered to or granted, then the only other course left open 
to them would be a division of Bengal. J do not know what they mean: 
practically it amounts to this: if the Hindus are driven ultiinutely to asking 
for a division of Bengal it would practiciilly be asking for civil strife in the 
country between the two cHimmunities which I think it will be the duty of 
everyone to shun. And we should remember that in this civil strife British 
bayonets are not coming or wdll not come to help any of the fighting parties. 
So, really, in thinking of the budget this idea runs pre-eminent in my mind. 
If you kvok at the budget only as a set of dead figures, it would ifot be a real 
•tudy of the budget. Tiien* have been complaints about the various allocii- 
tions made in it, there have been complaints about the wastage; but all that 
happened under pre-existing conditions. We are now going to hid adieu 
to the old constitution. We are heralding a new constitution and 1 can 
assure all other txmimunitios or the Muslim community that if in the fram- 
ing of a new constitution they join their hands with ours then they will find 
that the Hindus are quite reasonable. The Muslims are no doubt in a slight 
numerical majority in the country and certainly as such they ought to have 
a greater voice in the administration of the country than a minority. But 
at the siuue time it is not an absolute minority but a minority of a very small 
niimher and a minority which is not weak. So this minority must be giver 
a statutory right in the administration of the country. The constitution 
must be jiuch that there can be no possibility of excluding the minority foi 
having a hand in the guiding of the policy to be followed. If any attempl 
is made to exclude them by means of a few votes, in that case— I can only 
voice the feeling of the country — it will lead to disaster. There could be,;nc 
iuhmissioii to any such constitution. If a rational constitution, if a consti- 
tution in which Hindus will have equal rights is framed, they will have full 
<X>-operation of the Hindus. But if a constitution is tried to be imposed 
upon them then God help Bengal! There will be no submission to it: but 
extend vour hand of co-operaTion. extend your hand of love, we shall grasp 
And abide by it and accept if. But if there be an attempt to override, over- 
riding will not be allowed, because this time it is not a constitution w’hich 
will oome from White Hall, but it i« a constitution which will be built hen 
and the people will * 
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Tlw Httfbl* Mn MOHAMMED ALI: May I suggest that this is a speech 
which should appropriately be made in the Constituent Assembly. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he is quite in order 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; Wlint was your ruling, Sir, last time when 
I had to refer to the members of the Cabinet Mission? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should remember it better than myself because 
it affected you. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I do not object to the speech but 
what I said is that it could appropriately be made in the Constituent 
Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As .you know, the convention is that during the 
budget discussion considerable latitude is allowed to the members and if any 
honourable memlier wants to sliow the background of the budget I do not 
think I can object to it. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Well, Sir, the Finance Minister was 
objecting 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, I do not object to the 
speech, 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: What 1 S4iid is that 1 do not like io deal 
with the dead figures of the budget. I want to deal with the Ixickground, 
the underlying principle of the budget. It is not so much witii the framing 
of the budget but with the working out of the budget of the (Miming yeor 
w'hich will be framing the history of Bengal, We arc going to frame a con- 
stitution and a new child is going to he heralded — the (juestion is whether 
we are going to have a healthy child or a monster whieh will eat Bengal, 
So 1 say that in working out that policy the future must be looked to. We 
have been so much accustomed to the idea that votes ean rule the eountry, 
but it cannot rule for all time. So that impres.sion ought to be dispelled. 
Votes <'an rule a eountry when the people uecjuiesce; but the moment the 
acquiescence is removed the vote cannot rule. It is the will of the people 
that rule a eountry, and the ex])ressioTi may be in various ways. But I do 
not like to dwell upon what the exjiression of tlie per cent, of the Hindue 
will he in ease the new constitution is undesirable, you may think of it, every 
one (“an think of it but it will be something whieh Bengal would not like, 
which India would not like, which the world would not like. 

Now', as I said before, at the very beginning, in what w^ay this budget 
should be cousitlered. Sir, I congratulate the Hou’hle the Finance 
Minister that he has the objective entirely in his view. I interpret the 
objective to mean the independence. It he had any other thing in his 
mind of course I shall be disillu.sioned. The Iwsis of the budget is nothing 
hut the welfare of the whole people, not the welfare of any particular sec- 
tion of the people. The budget i.s only the reficciion of the policy followed 
fiy the administration. So, in judging a budget w'e are to see wdiether that 
test has been fulfilled, wbelher it is based upon the desire of the welfare of 
*he entire people of the c'ouutry. 1 can only .say that the details have been 
discussed so much that 1 need not go into details. Sir, the past record of 
the Ministry is not very in.spiring. Their past record i.s not a creditable 
it is a "record of wastage. Some of my honourable friends have called 
[i the budget a communal budget. I do not subscribe to tliat view. It is not 
’ ^ communal budget. A communal budget would really mean a budget 
j ^hich serves at least one community. The previou.s budget — and the present 
\ same line with the other one, has not served the Muslims. 

I The Muslims as a community did not derive any benefit out of it. By Muslim 
I immunity I mean the poor Muslims — they have not been served and they 
I not be served. The past record of the working of the budgets only show 
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that really the budget allocation has served nobody. The stage and damage 
by mal-aamiiiisiration (paused by corruption and ineflSciency reveals only one 
£act, the fact is this that it has not helped the Muslim community as a whole, 
it has helped only a cluster of persons who cling round the Ministry. It 
ia not the Muslim community or any other particular oomiuunity but a few 
peojde derived the benefit at the cost of both Hindus and Muslims and 
that i.s the reason why there has been so much wastage, why there has been 
go much (X)rruption, why there has been so much inefficiency in the adminis- 
tration. Becau.se the real object is not to serve the people as a whole, the 
real object is not to serve the Muslims, the real object is not to serve the other 
people — the Ilindu.s. And in Bengal the position of the two communities is 
intermixed* in .such a way that if you are to serve one community you cannot 
but serve the other. Both the communities will he .served. But here the 
intention was to serve a coterie of persons who clings round the Ministerial 
gadi and they s(juandered away public revenue. This has been done in the 
case of the previous budget and we apprehend this will l>e done in the case 
of the working of this budget also. S^o, it is not really a communal budget in 
that sense, bewui.se it has not served the wiu.se of the Muslim masses in the 
least, whatever pretence the Mini.sters may entertain for catching the votes, 
really the ma.sses have not been .served. I ask in all seriousness has the condi- 
tion of the mas.ses been improved in the least? Are they living a happier 
life? Are thev free from their various wants and needs? What is the role 
in life of an ordinary Hindu or an ordinary Muslim? Has he been freed from 
the privations? Has he been freed from tho.se wrongs wTought on him on 
account of (:orruj)tion of the administrative machinery and its inefficiency? 
In tliat regard both the Hindus and the Muslims suffer alike. In each case, 
eg has been .s^iid by some of the members here, on ac(ount of the partiiility of 
a particular otficial if any particular party gains, the (ommunity does not 
j(ain hut few people may gain but the peruiciou.s result of the corruption and 
inefficiency in the administration is visited ujKin the whole people irrespective 
of whotlier they are Hindus or Muslims. 

Now coming to the list of expenditure. It is an awful thing. I do not 
wont to go into details. If you go into the list of the wastage of public 
money what do you find? You find the loss of several crores on boats, some 
6 crores and odd on the sale of sul)sidi.sed food and on rice and wheat com- 
modities crores have been wasted in this manner. Why? No satisfactory 
explanation ci\n there be except that lho.se who were holding the reins of the 
admin istnit ion of the country had not the welfare of the people in their 
hearts. They were there for their personal position and to keep up their 
position they had to satisfy the greed of those who are clinging to them and 
that caused the whole mischief in the admini.stration and the sufferers were the 
Muslims and the Hindus alike. Moreover it would appear that there had 
been some provi.sion for some exiraordinary expenditure also in the budget, 
an expenditure, which I noticed from a calculation which 1 read in the papers, 
ooming to .several lakhs, 325 lakhs. Now tliis is all due to what ? Not surely 
due to acts of God. These di.siisters were man-made. The question would 
at once arise why there was this disiistrous occurrence of a riot in Bengal 
at this time. That also shows the inefficiency of the administration as 
reflected in the serious charge which is brought ag4iinst the administration, 
that the administration itself was a party to all these ravages caused in 
Bengal, which has caused so much discord between the Hindus and the 
Muslims. This is a charge seriou.sly brought against the Ministers, I mean 
a^inst the administration. This is a charge which it is the object of the 
aami nisi rat ion to establish noVto be a fact because if this charge proves to 
be true and if there is any bii^is for this charge then naturally the question 
will arise and I w^ould put that question of both to the Hindus and to the 
Muslims whether this sort of constitution ought to be allowed to remain 
which can permit the administration to sow seeds of discord between the 
two communities and which can make the two communities to flv at each 
other’s throat; whether the future constitution should not be of a nature 
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that it would not allow the gamble of these people anyhow to keep up their 
position in the administration and then to ruin the country by disoord and 
disharmony between the different communities and by riots and by other 
devastating acts. So this is the catalogue of wastage, this is the catalogue 
of inefficiency, not only of inefficiency and if that charge be a well founded 
one which up till now has not been proved to be baseless that this ravage 
in the country was not an accidental one but was the result of a mature 
plan. If that was so then certainly the time has come for the thinking 
people of this country, both Hindus and Muslims, to devise w'ays and means 
to eradicate this poison. This poison has somehow to be eradicated. 
I believe that there is a considerably powerful section among Ivoth Hindus 
and Muslims who would combine to eradicate this poison and not to allow 
people, this class of gamblers, to l)e in charge of the administration of the 
country— people who gamble with the fortune of a country, or as my frjend 
just DOW s4\ys, not only with tlie fortunes of a country, but with the lives 
of the people of a country, and why lite? — with more tlian life, the honour 
of a people or with the sanctity of things held most siicred hy any nation. 
So, in considering this budget, as 1 said (he real budget must he one in which 
the people’s will is reflected and in which the basis is only the real welfare 
of the people that is aimed at. There may he a trap created and put for\vard 
for those who render help to the e.vecutive whenever trailed upon to do so, 
hut it must not he a trap. It must he prompted hy a sincere desire to help 
the j)P()J)1p to remove their wants and to raise their status. (Mr. Mi/Hammad 
T^ukiu: The landlords’ party will do that!) 

As I was saying, Sir, when 1 was interrupted, it may he that we may not 
he framing, the future constitution hut 1 want to say tiuit we Oiiu help in 
framing it. The budget is to he piepared here and uV have a hand in fram- 
ing it, and we r^ui compel tiiem to iiarne it in (he manner the p<M)i)le desire. 
Some of my friends did agree with me when I said that if Hengiu i.s going 
to he a Sovereign State then it should he a Sovereign State with eipial rights. 
Hut why should they think of leaving Hengal alone F Why not think of a 
greater Hengal to include also other portions which were once Hengal’sP 
Think of a gre<\ter Hengal and build up a glorious hisiorv for Bengal, not 
a hi.story of shame which future history of the world will paint very black 
for us, hut a real history of glory. 

Now, Sir, I would like to say one thing. I received a copy of an addi- 
tional budget statement from the lion’hlp Finance Minister in which he has 
complained that “the Benpil budget for HM7-4H is the hth deficit budget in 
the year.s following the Nieme\er Award which f(>rm,H the basis of financial 
adjustments between the (’entre and the Provinces. While this Huccession 
of deficit budget is attributable generally to principles of financial alloca- 
tion between the Centre and the l*rovince, the present deficit is to a great 
extent due to the role which Bengal was called upon to play as an important 
Military Base during World War II.’’ Then he continues that “BengaPR 
chronic financial stringenc) dates hack to the iniquitous and unfair finam ial 
alloaitions under (He Moston Award in pre-autonomy years and under the 
Niemeyer Award in force since HK17-38.’’ Of course he is referring io the 
di.stril)ution by the Centre of the inoome-tax and of the jute tax. Only one 
thing I can say and that is wdiatever znight have been their allocation 
regarding income-tax and the whole of the export duty on jute, one thing 
18 clear, whether Bengal remains within India or outside it is not for me to 
foretell. The ciuestion of allocation would not be on the wzme trend as it 
18 now. Bengal will be independent a.s regards .sources of revenue— income- 
Bengal, export duty on jute realised in Bengal— independent 
oi the Centre. But we should not think of day dreams — we should not suffer 
illusion — we shouM not he amused in day dreams or illusion in this 
^ insecurity remains in the province, if the policy of 

the administration is such as to do away with the Hindu capitalists altogether 
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and if sncli a procedure is followed, I may say — not that I pretend to be a 
prophet, I may say without any fear of contradiction — that if this policy of 
scarinf^ away from the country is followed and if there is no sufficient security 
in the country the jute duty and the income-tax will dwindle into nothing. 
Tox can only be collected from the income of jute that would be exported. 
But think what will happen if the jute products are removed to some other 
place or some other province or State which could very well be done. The 
capitalinls will know what to do. It may be said that Calcutta is a port, 
they are bound to come to Calcutta for export purposes. But do you know 
that Orissa is thinking of a port of her own on her coast — and who cater at 
present the Calcutta Port? Bengal, Assam, United Provinces, Orissa and 
Behar. Now, Orissa is going to have a port of her own. At Vizagapatam 
a port has already grown. My friends who of course live in the security of 
a majority vote only do not perhap.s keep tliis information. Orissa is trying 
to open an industrial centre and they are seriously thinking of a port in which 
they are being backed by their neighbouring provinces of Bihar and United 
Provinces and serious attempt is being made to have the w'hole port route 
shifted on to the ports of Vizagapatarn and lk)ml)ay. So if this trade channel 
of Orissa, Bihar and United IVovinces is diverted from Calcutta what will 
your ('alcutta port do. So do not indulge in illusion and day dreams. So you 
must have tlie goodwill of the w'bole of India. You must have co-operation 
of tile Hindus. Bengal cannot prosper without the co-operation of the 
llindu.s. Bengal must lie a happy country Inith for the Hindus and the 
Muslims. In Bengal cajiitalists must feel se<ure — . 

Khftn Sshib Mtulvi WAHIDUZZAMANs Capitalists are all non-Bengalis. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA* Yes, non-lk*ngali ciipitalists are already 
here and you C4in not drive iijem. I know as a matter of fact and I may 
remind my Muslim friends that there is lip loyalty to l^engalis and they speak 
of it very glibly, hut I find if anybody has any induence on the Ministry it 
is the Ispahanis not a Bengali Muslim, in the services in the (loverument of 
India there are the United Piovinces Muslims and the Punjabi Muslims, the 
Bengali Muslims are parias there. You talk very glibly of your love for the 
Bengali Muslims hut we know as a matter of fact that in the Ministry they 
are nowhere. The Bengali Muslims may be coolies and clerks but it is the 
Ispahani.s tliat dominate in the Ministry, in the .services of the Government of 
India it is the Punjabi Muslims and United Provinces Muslims that rule and 
no Bengali Mu.slim.s. So, I would advice that unite witli us, the Hindus, and 
in case of an all-India constitution of wdiich there is every chance from the 
trend of the events in that case a united demand of the Hindus and Muslims 
of Bengal will have an effective voice. Otherwise you are parias now and 
you will remain so. (Kh.\n Sahih M.^mvi W.aiiiduzzaman : By keeping 
Birlas here) I do not like to reply to that. Birlas and Ispahanis there wull 
he .HO long as vou do not join the Hindus. I would appeal to the Bengali 
Muslims that if you wi.sh to get rid of these Birlas and T.sfmhanis, if you wish 
to have a jmsition on all-India affairs take your brothers, the Hindus, in your 
confidence. In that case the claim of Bengal w'ill he irrestible otherwise if 
you still adhere to this policy of ruling by majority of votes bid good-bye to 
that idea of doing real good to the people, it will never cfuue and it can never 
come. So really this complaint ought to he remedied. It appears that the 
Hon’hle the Finance Minister is still thinking of the allocation of revenues, 
but the allocation would he a history of the past as the future constitution has 
U) judge what would Ik' the iKi.sis of the allocation. Y’^ou may have 
indepfmdent sources of income, 'You may destroy with your own hand the 
(Calcutta Port by pursuing the present policy of ruling by majority votes. I 
warn you no real industry can be built up and the real structure of society 
can he laid unless there is co-openriion between the two communities. No 
particular community can tolerate the tyranny and oppression of another 
community for all time. 
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Now, I woiild refer to some of the particular items in the statement of the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister as to the cause of the present economic condi- 
tion of the country. He says “In my opinion it is due to the inflatory forces.^* 
No doubt it is the general cause but the ravages caused by the inflatory 
forces has been accentuated particularly in Bengal by corruption and ineflS- 
ciency. Inflatory forces are there all over India but the result is not the 
same and therefore we are to consider why the result is so disastrous in Bengal 
alone. 

Then about the extraordinary expenditure and other things. A picture 
of the few schemes of development of the country has been given. But the 
past record of course does not create any oonfidenw in our mind. Schemes 
there were and funds there were but the schemes were not worked out. So, 
there were rwilly no schemes for the welfare of tlie pe<iple or perhaps those in 
charge of the schemes were scheming for their own benefit. 

Then as to the future grant of Rs. G9 ciores which we are going to receive 
from the Centre in a five-ye«ar plan : To that we can only .say that if the money 
allotted by the Centre is to he really employed for the welfare of the people 
and is not to be allowed to go into the hands of the grabbers, into tbe bands 
of those sharks who just hover around those who arc in jvower for a share 
in that and if the sharks are not to he allowed to swallow thal amount I 
would insist that the control of the funds should he placed in the hands of 
a joint committee of both sections of the House so that they may give their 
judgment over it. It should not be left to the sharks to iMUitrol the funds. 
The scheme ought to be eoutrolled, or rather the working of tlie seluuue ought 
to lie under tlie control of a joint (xunmittee of Iwth the sections of tlie House 
and ouglit not to he left to be done aciamling to the wishes of those who are 
only anxious to please those sharks who often hover ai'ound them. 

Then coming to Education I find there is a special grant to the Muslims. 

I welcome it. I do not oppose it. Rwdly the standard of education amongst 
my Muslim brethren is still not up to the mark it ought to he. They reipiir© 
special aid and special aid should he given. There is nothing to object to 
that. This spending of the money, 1 think, will really be for the luHterment 
of the country. But one thing I cannot subscribe to and here I differ from 
my honourable friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed, who says that the Muslims re(|uire 
sepiirate institutions which are (x^ngenial to their nature. 1 think, in the 
modern century to speak of this, that a particular .section of the public or a 
community wishes to lead an exclusive life and they do not think that their 
contact with the other people would be congenial to them is a thing which 
you must not allow in your community to grow. If you wisli Muslims to get 
education in Europe I welcome it but not separate institutions for the differ- 
ent communities in the land of their birth. 1 say come in contact with the 
outside people. It is the brushing of the .shoulders with the other people 
which would make you competent, which would arouse in you a spirit of com- 
petition, So thi.s id(\i of cogeniality, that of having education in a tx)iigen- 
ial atmosphere, 1 am positively of the opinion, will be to the detriment of 
the interests of tlie. Muslim youths themselves. Every atmosphere i.s cx)n- 
genial, if you adapt yourself to it. And rwdly the Muslim.s and the 11 indue 
<JUght to get educated in the same institution and no action ought to he taken 
which would increase the cleavage hetwt*en the two communities. It will 
be to your interests; it will be to our interests. There ought to he contact 
between the two ooramunities, in all the spheres of life, and no exclusivenes# 
of a particular oommunify should he tolerated at all. So Ibis idea of a 
separate Muslim University or of particular iffstitutions for the Muslims 
ought to he* discouraged. Have your grant; utilise it; use it for the uplift 
uf the Muslims. Let the whole Muslim community be educated and be 
raised in the estimatfon of the world. It will be to the benefit of the (xiuntry. 
H will be equally to the benefit of the Hindus. But again I request j^ou to 
'*P Ike idea of exclusiveness, to give up the idea of a separate T niver- 
•«y or of a separate institution. As regards culture, certainly the Muslim 
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has his own culture, the Hindu has his own culture, the Christian has his 
own culture, every country has got its own culture but that does not debar 
the Hindus and Muslims being edu^ted in the same institution. That does 
not debar their coining in contact in all spheres of life with others with 
increasing cordiality between the two communities and that would create 
a healthy feeling of brotherhood between the two major communities. 

One more thing and I finish. It is a matter in which I may say that I 
am somewhat concerned in my official capacity as the President of the 
Refugees Rehabilitation Committee of Tippera and Noakhali. There w^as a 
Committee formed. I did come in contact with the refugees and I know 
something personally of the condition of these refugees. Sir, the refugees 
have left the refugee champs and are not at present concerned with the distri- 
bution of doles at all. Now comes the question of rehabilitation of those 
people who had left their homes and are now going back there. Most of 
them are not ricli jieople like my friends sitting over there and 99 per cent, 
of them are very poor pi'ople, cultivators, who require hou.ses, cows, cattle 
for cultivation, implements of husbandry, and ordinary clotbiugs and they 
want all these things without any delay. Even when I was coming to 
Calcutta, to attend the session of this House, I had met the Special Commis- 
sioner for Relief, Mr. Nui^innahi Chowdliury who is posted there and brought 
to his notice the fact that the ploughing sea.soii is passing, the sowing s^^ason 
was passing, those men liad no jilough or cattle or anywhere to live in. If 
the vast tracts of paddy land w(*re allowed to remain uncultivated you wdll 
be facing a famine. 1 found him, 1 must s-ay, very .sympathetic, an officer 
popular with the people, the ma.sses, a good officer, hut his reply was that 
ne could not help very much in the matter. ‘I am being informed that spades 
are coming, ploughs, and other implements are coming, hut I am not receiv- 
ing any’ — that was Ins reply. Sir, if tliis is tlie state of things, tlien it is 
very undesirable. Every one of us knows, every one wlio lias some acciuaint- 
aiiee with Eastern Bengal, knows that the sowing season is passing off and 
unless the people are immediately supplied with all these elementary require- 
ments, the implements for ugrieiilture and they are also granted money for 
housing, it is impossible for them to e^irry on. There is on paper a list of 
grants. 1 have seen letters on thi.s matter; the letters say ‘plough, spade 
end other implements are being sent, etc.’ but, Sir, letters do not help in 
cultivating the land; they want something tangible and the Hon’ble Minister 
ooiicerned should certainly think over the matter and relieve the distress 
of the peole without the least dtduy. 

I will now finish, Sir, with a statement of sincere appeal to my brethren 
of the Muslim (X)mmunity that as they form the majority community in the 
country the future of Bengali depended mostly on them. If you mar the 
future of Bengal, history will put the blame upon you. I say again that the 
Hindus are (luito prepared to extend their hand of eo^iperation hut a hand of 
oo-operation only and not by way of subjugation or shivery, and a hand of 
equal rights. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mr President, I would have very 
muob liked that the Hoirble (‘hief Minister had been present in the Chamber, 
for, Sir, as far as I have found from the working of the new organisation 
that is working in the Secretariat, 1 see that only one department of Govern- 
ment is functioning and that is the Chief Minister’s Department, and most 
of the Ministers according to the Rowland Committee’s scheme of things that 
is now prevailing in the Secretariat are nothing more than departmental 
heads occupying positions similar to that of head assistants. There is no 
initiative left to any minister; ncT final shaping of policy. The Minister is 
not master in his own department and even if anything is agreed upon in 
the Development Department it gets entangled in llie Chief Minister’s 
Department which has become an octopus, so to say; which has become a 
machinery for delay and defeot every scheme wliatever it might be. Then, 
Sir, the Finance Department as far as my knowledge goes, is nothing more 
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than an Audit Department short of any other responsibility. So it is in th 
htness of things that every individual Minister, if he has any initiative 
should rise against any policy which is followed in accordance with thi 
regime of the Section 93. The Ministers seem to take no initiative regard 
ing their departmental schemes. The policy followed during the Section 9t 
period is still continuing. Everything that emerges from a Minister*! 
department gets entangled in the Chief Minister’s Department and 1 may a' 
once describe as the working centre of that organisation. Therefore if an) 
Minister should have been here and should have taken notes of the suggest 
tions from the members of this House he is the Chief Minister, because he 
is the head of all the departments and it is he who controls the administration 
in every way. I may tell the House that the Hon’ble Chief Mini.ster is over- 
whelmed with work; people hang on to him for days together for conferences 
of very important chaixmter and he cannot apply his mind to the office and 
because of this enormous amount of work which he takes uih)u himself, — 
I do not know if it is thrust upon him — he is not able to do justice to it with 
such efficiency and expedition as he would have done otherwise. Therefore, 
as on the last occasion I protested against this system of administration 
which has been introduced, so 1 do again emphasise that Government as a 
whole must decide whether the scheme is working successfully or whether 
that scheme should be allowed to continue and whether their policy has led 
to any progress. 

Now, Sir, before I pass on to the budget figures, I should like to recipro- 
cate wholeheartedly w^ith the sentiments expressed by Mr. Dutta, the leader 
of the Opposition. I wholeheartedly agree with all that he has said regard- 
ing the need of co-operation between the Hindus and the Muslims. Sir, my 
desire in this direction is no less than what he sixid. I (piite agree with him 
when he said that if the jiroviiu'e is to jirogress, if th(‘ jiroxiiu'c is to jirosjier, 
the comm uni ties must cxi-oporate, that it is by this co-operation between the 
Himlus and the Muslims the number of which is almost eijually balanced, the 
province cun progress. It is not only true in Bengal, hut it is true for the 
whole of India. What we feel here is felt for a garcviter degree by the pwiple 
of other provinces in India. There should he a complete change of outkwk 
and attitude towards each other. Mr. Dutta spc>ke of Bengal minority. I 
think, Sir, that minority interest should always l>e .sjifegiiarded everywhere. 
We, Hindus and Muslims, who have been ruled by the British for over 200 
years know to our exist wliai is to he ruled by others. So we must always 
safeguard the interest of the minority. For the last JO year.s we are presiding 
over the administration of the pixivince without any real power of control. 
AVe have no control over the machinery of administration. The machinery 
ha.s created such an amount of frustration in our mind that our inner feel- 
ings have undergone a great damage. So I say there should be 
co-operation between the Hindus and the Muslims and without co-operation 
one cannot by sheer weight of number rule. Let us take up the challenge 
that has come from His Majesty’s Government and lei us show thiit we c^n 
take up the challenge and rise ecjual to the occasion and decide before we 
^n perform the great task of ruling the sub-continent. We can see reason 
in the argument of the opponent, we can compromise and they can evolve a 
system which will be beneficial for all doing injustice to none upholding the 
interests of everybody. Therefore, Sir, 1 extend my full sympathy and 
support to what Mr. Dutta has said that there will he a oo-oporation between 
the two sections for the general gcnid of the country. It is believed that 
without the co-operation of one c'ommunify the other community cannot even 
rule much less can they further the interest of the country. 

Now, Sir, the present budget is a repetition of what has been done in 
1946-47. In fact 1 scanned through it very quickly and I have not been able 
^ find any new light thrown in and the defects that were there are still there. 
First of all I would draw your attention to what is happening in the Civil 
ouppUes Department. On the last occasion I said that this commercial 
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department lias been taken over by the Government for the first time on a 
very vast scale employing a capital of Rs. 100 crores in a financial year or 
a fiscal year. Therefore this department should have checks and balances 
that are essential for running a successful business concern. I pointed out 
that many people have been able to become millionaire from nothing but how 
is it that Government lost crores of rupees in the transaction of foodgrains. 
A little scanning will show how the amount has been lost during Ihe last 4^ 
years of the administration of the Food Department. Subsidised foodgrains 
cannot be included in that loss because subsidised food account goes into 
the other budgetary heads. Under the head Purchase* and Sale of Food- 
grains'' for ordinary rationing for the general consumers in 4 years Rs. 4,686 
kkhs have been lost. Why has it not been possible to pass all these losses 
to the consumers? Why is it that the losses of the entire province should 
be borne by the pwr men who pay annas 5 as tax only ? Why has it not been 
possible to increase the price of rice from annas 6 to annas 7 to meet the 
tosses? The Department spent Rs. 24 crores in years and Rs. 4,686 kkhs 
liave been lost in the operiiiion of the (livil Supplies (Food Department). I 
ask — has this co1ons4i 1 figure received the attention which it deserves from 
the public as well as from the Government ? Has any attempt been made to 

S kce that before the House so that the attention of the members might be 
irectly focussed upon the state of affairs, I am not saying that this loss 
has been due to any fault in the administration of a particular Minister. I 
say only that there is something wrong in the macliinery which employs 
15,000 to 20,000 persons in the Civil Supplies Department. Something 
should he done in order to remedy this continuous loss on a huge scale. 
This foodgrain supply is a business, pure and siin])le, so this should be 
managed as a business proiKisition. This should In? treated as a separate 
subject and there should he a separate budget as the Ikilway Budget in the 
Government of India. The Government of India is running this as an 
entirely business proposition having its final kiknce-sheets showing profit 
and loss account through which the losses have occurred. Therefore, Sir, I 
again plead that these should be vseparated altogether. This system of 
aUocntiug exjienses should be review^ed and re-examined and a new system 
evolved by which these luige losses from year to year can be stopped. 

In the same manner another new scheme has been brought this year. 
This is also a commercial sc heme, the entire amount to be financed from loans 
which the Government of India is advancing, I mean the Kanchrapara Area 
Development Scheme. For this the Government has already siinctioned a 
sum of Rs. 50 lakhs for the current >ear and another 50 lakhs is asked for to 
be sanctioned by the Assembly for the coming yeiir. But one thing is that 
We have not been told as regards tlie commercial aspect of this proposition. 
We want to know something more before the Government proceeds further 
on this scheme. We want to know if the entire ttapiUil outlay will bo one 
crove of rupees or is still something to be added during the next year. What 
is the prospect of this area for the return of the money that the Govern- 
ment is investing and how and to what extent the landlords of the area have 
been benefited by the scheme. What is the ultimate benefit accruing to 
the province as a whole? If this scheme is to he one of the trading concerns 
of the Bengal Government, as it appears it is, and if this money spent is to 
be made good, a profit in tlie luirgtiin should have been made and should be 
made. Without any such end in view, if this amount is foolishly spent 
neoessitating more funds, in the long run this may be found a losing concern 
and the future Government may think that it is not worth continuing and 
the entire amount will thus be lo^T. Therefore some idea about this scheme 
should be given to this House. 

Now, Sir, let me come to the Post-War Development Schemes, We sow 
several post-war development schemes shown in the budget for the year 
1946-47. This Ministry while presenting the budget Last year said that these 
schemes were drawn up by the Section 93 official Government, that they 
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were not aatia^^ with the presentation of tlie schemes as they were and ye 
they no time to scrutinise them and to present them in the proper form 
These schemes were to be executed at the expense of the Gk)vernment o 
India as they decided to give to each province a sufficiently large sum o 
money with a definite direction that the Provincial Government must be abh 
to spend the sum on causes which they thought best. They granted 12 crorei 
of rupees and the Provincial Government here under the stress and pressuiM 
from the Centre thought that they must have some schemes on which U 
utilise the sum offered by the Centre ond the\ must be for the benefit of th4 
province. It is one thing to draw up several schemes and it is quite a differ- 
ent thing to see that the money is well spent on schemes properly drawn u| 
and the work completed in proper time. Out of this 12 crores only 4 to f 
crores were spent and the rest remains unspent and the amount that Las beer 
spent has been on existing structures, namely, acquisition of large buildings 
already built by the military and the money has been spent only on such 
acquisition and no original construction work was done. To name the work! 
that were undertaken there is none. For Hoad Building 1 ciore 92 lakhs wai 
sanctioned but only 8J lakhs could be spent during the year. Let me giv< 
some figures for other items. For Agriculture 35 lakhs were siinctioned 
for expenditure during the year 194(1-47; only S\ lakhs could be spent end 
the balance of 2()A lakhs rcmaine<l unspent. For the North (Calcutta Ruru 
Electrification Scheme 33 lakhs were sanctioned ; only 7 J lakhs could be speni 
and 25^ lakhs remained unspent. For Civil Work-s 19 luklis were budgeted: 
only 2\ lakhs could Im 8i>ent and the balance of 15^ lakhs remained unspent, 
For girls secondary education 2i lakhs were sanctioned but the expenditure 
was nil. For the Medical Budget 95 lakhs were siuictioned; but 22 lakht 
ware only spent and the lialance remained unspent. For Public Health 
lakhs ware sanctioned; only 1 lakh could be spent and the Imlance of 4 lakhs 
remained unspent. For Agriculture 78 lakhs ware sanctioned; only 
lakhs could he .sptmt and the balance of 50 lakhs remained unspent. Foi 
Veterinary 5 lakhs were s4inctione<l ; nothing could he spent and everythinc 
remains unspent. For Industries 11 lakhs were sanctioned; only Rs. 30,00(1 
could he spent and the liahima remained unspent. For the construction oi 
Roiids 92 lakhs ware siuictioned; only 8 lakhs (M)uld he spent and the rest 
remained unspent. It is no use repeating this sad story as you w’ill find that 
the story is the .siime with many other dcfKirtments alsi). What is the 
reason at the root of all this is the old administrative machinery wdiieh hof 
proved incompetent times w'ithout number. Who does not know', Sir, that 
5 lakhs ol rupees ware allotted to this province for building loads before 
the war came in, of w'hich not a single pice could be spent in spite of the 
fact that all schemes ware ready hut the machinery was rotten, and nothinj^ 
could be done. Therefore, a supreme eftort should he made by Govern- 
ment to see that the machinery wdiich they have inherited from their pre- 
decessors is so radically changed and remodelled that any progre.ss whicl 
is contemplated by any Ministry may be made possible of achievement, 
(Mr. Buoy Singh Naiiar: Get rid of the I.C.S.). Well, anyway the I.C.S, 
are fading away, but I do not know' wdiether any other rule which will comi 
in its place w'ill improves, matters as w’e expect. But anyway that chaptei 
seems to be closing, and we need not pursue that point. I will now give yot] 
an example of how road building has been handled in my district. Then 
has been a road sanctioned in my district as long ago as 1929-30 a.s one oi 
the provincial roads; it w'as taken over by the Provincial Road Board 
find one oould easily expect that it would be taken in hand. But up tc 
now nothing has been done. This year in the year 1947, and in the montli 
of January, I was told that the department had called for tenders for brick 
burning — in January, 1947, Sir, for a scheme which had been sanctioned 
As early as 1929. I would therefore ask the Ilon’ble Minister to enquin 
into the matter, as to w'hat was the difficulty in the budget grant or in th< 
policy that a notification about tenders for brick burning was issued so l&U 
Asking applicants to come forward ready to bum bricks which oughi 
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actually to have been prepared in December last and which should have 
been in the kiln at least in the month of January. But it is now only that 
the Communications and Works Dejmrtment is asking the people to come 
forward to offer their prices for burning bricks which are to be utilised this 
yeor. If the department’s policy is such in which the Communications and 
Works Department, is merged then it will be lucky even if at the end of the 
year 1947, they can decide their minds as to when, where and to whom they 
are going to give orders for bricks necessary to metal the road. Therefore, 
unless some supreme effort is made to remedy this defect no progress, far 
less building a happy and prosperous Bengal on a large and gigantic scale 
that is contemplated by many, is not likely to be seen in the ne^ir future. 

Sir, there is one distressing thing which I submit is agitating tlie minds 
of most of us now. It is the price of the ordinary commodities which are 
rising rapidly in a spiral form. After the Government of India’s handing 
over of control of most articles, that however has ]ai)sed and it is high time 
to seriously consider the (juestion of checking the inflation of prices. 
France has started to check it drastically because the end of inflation has 
brought in disaster of a magnitude which many nations have not been able 
to overcome in a qiuirter of a century. We have Kseen that in Sind also, 
where there is a danger of inflation of every commodity price. Therefore 
I say that it is a matter for serious CMjnsideration and I earnestly appeal to 
the Government that they should apply their minds as to whether it is now 
possible for them to full back upon the rigid price control and distribution 
of essential commodities of life. It is no use denying the fact that with 
control will come in corruption. We cannot and have not been able to 
completely eradicate corruption. But there is no reason why we should 
not make a serious effort to see wdiat r.iin be done to check corruption and 
inflation that is about to be an all embracing feature throughout the 
province. 

Tlie next thing that I want to bring before the House is the remarks 
made by some of my friends opposite by way of criticism of tlie budget. 
They have characterised the budget as a cxmimunal budget. Now, Sir, 
with regard to the remarks made against the grant of Hs. 10 lakhs for 
Muslim education, Mr. Dutta, Leader of the Opposition, has already given 
a proper reply to that criticism. I may say, Sir, in this connection that 
many of my other Hindu friends also have often said in the past that the 
need for Muslim education is very great and that for this they should be 
given as much as jKissible am] no one should grudge it. But here only 10 
lakhs lias been allotted for Muslim education and equally another 10 lakhs has 
been given tor a section of the Hindus who are also in need of helj). Muslims 
are, as you all know, admittedly in need of encouragement in the matter of 
education and they should get much more than has been allotted for tlieir 
education. So a grant of only 10 lakhs for Muslim education, should not be 
objected to and any one having a sense of reality sliould not call it a com- 
munal budget, nor a jirovisiou of one lakh for the Islamia College should be 
objected to. I may say, Sir, that Islamia College is not a Muslim College. 
To it Hindus are as much welcome to join as Muslim are. Therefore if you 
have an Islamia College it will be for the general improvement 
of educational system and it is not a sectarian college which my friends 
opposite are apiirehensive of, and therefore it is not good to try to put it as 
a communal budget. These sentimental or emotional remarks should 
not be made. I^et us come down from sentiment or emotion to 
reality. The position is that if larger grants are made for Muslim educa- 
tion and if appointment.s are mffde in the larger numbers in public vservices 
for 10 years even then the number of Muslims will not be equal to that of 
Hindus. 

Mr. LALIT CHAHDRA DAS: Sir, although it is customary to oon- 
gnitulate the Finance Minister on presentation of the yearly budget, it is 
difficult to observe that custom in face of the dismal financial sitiiation with 
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which W6 have been confronted. In the current year the deficit is 13 crores 
28 lakhs 47 thousand. For the coming year, the deficit is shown at 6 crores 
20 lakhs and 14 thousand and if as we must add to it 6 crores more which 
will be necesary to give effect to the scheme for the revision of pay of the 
Government employees, the deficit will be 12 crores. In two years therefore 
the deficit is 25 crores which is an absouliely disgraceful state of affairs. 

Sir, the limit of taxation has been reached. There is hardly any way out 
of the impas-se except by a subvention from the Centre to offset the borrow- 
ing which is necessary to balance tlie budget with 21 crores more for the open- 
ing balance. Sir, Bengal is the richest province in India having the greatest 
potential resources and yet Bengal now stands at the threshold of bankruptcy. 
No doubt the financial relations between the Centre and Bengal biought about 
by the Meslon Award and the Niemeyer scheme have operated very prejudi- 
cially for the latter and we have every sympathy with the Finance Minister 
in his efforts not merely to get the subvention hut also to get revision of 
the .schemes so as to put Bengal on sound financial basis. The Ijtxague 
Government should realise before it is too late that discretion i.s tlie belter 
part ol valour and that in w<K)iug the Centre with the pbiintive cry of “live 
and let live”, the Lejigue Government .should see to it that its party buries 
fifty fathoms deep its war cry of “Larke Lenge Pakistan — a Pakistan, Sir, 
which IS politically f<x)lish and economically highly unsound. 

Sir, while we have every sympathy with the Finance Minister in his 
effort to win the good grace of the (.Vntre, we must say that the manner in 
which the League Government is wirrving on the administration in Bengal 
and the manner in which they arc handling the financies is open to the 
gravest objection. Sir, Bengal managed her.self with 13 crores in 1937. 
The Government of India ha.s alway.s proved itself as Bengals Ihitron Saint. 
It wiped off Bengal’s debt of 8 crores and allowed Bengal to start the work- 
ing of the new constitution with a clean .slate. Gradually receipts and 
expenditure were mounting up and for four more years Bengal pulled 
through with receipt.s aud expenditure varying from 13 to 16 crores. Then 
came the sudden rise in expenditure to 31 crores with the receipts standing 
at 23 crores. Next year the expenditure rose to 42 crores with receipts 
standing at 32 crores and so on till we reached the present stage at which 
receipts stand at 38 crores 73 lakhs 2 thousjind with expenditure higher by 
1,328 lakhs aud 47 thousand and the receipts for the tsuning year forecast 
at 4,7(1,785) lakhs witli the expenditure showing at Rs. 53,881 lakhs. Sir, 
all these years it was the Government of India which liberally contributed 
for upkeep of this Government. Some excuses for inability to square the 
budget were handy, namely, war, famine, etc. I will not stop to ern^uire 
who was responsible for the man-made famine which devasted Bengal in 
1943-44 nor shall I point out how Ass<im being more in the war Iwi.se than 
Bengal could present far more satisfactory budgets than Bengal but this 
much 1 want to say that for the past two years, Bengal is no longer in the 
lirip of famine and that the war drum ha.s ceased to beat since September, 
1945. Why then should we have in course of two years a deficit of 25 crores? 
The League’s high-ups have made the Government of Bengal a party caucus 
since 1937 and constituted the Government wdlh a set of incompetent bullies. 
M^ith full connivance of this puppet Government the Muslim I.»eague on Kith 
August, merrily started Direct Action — which resulted in the great Calcutta 
Carnage with terrible loss of life and property. Then followed the Noakhali 
and Tippera outrages resulting in considerably greater extensity in damages 
fo life and property and in rupture of good relations between the two major 
communities inhabiting Bengal. They had repurcussions in Bihar where 

all the more deplorable brutalities which occurred. Government of 
"cngal must share the re.sponsibility. Sir, conscious of that respon.sihility, 
the erring Government deputed without consultation with the Bihar Govern- 
iDent one of the most notoriously reactionary communal minded officer to 

in liaisoxi with the Muslim League party to share in works of rescue and 
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rehabilitation of sufferers in Bihar. They returned with 150,000 Bihar 
refugees who have been promised succour, relief, comfort and settlement 
in mngal with the ultimate object of pakisthanising Western Bengal which 
is overwhelmingly non-Muslim. These activities of the Muslim League 
party with the full connivance and support of the Bengal Government caused 
ever-widening and serious drain in the finances of Bengal in the shape of 
2J crores for relief and rehabilitation of the Bengal sufferers and of over 1 
crore for Bihar refugees— all due to communal frenzy brought about by the 
Direct Action Policy of the Mulim League party of which the Bengal 
Government is but a ^rty. We are afraid that the Centre in considering the 
allotment of subvention may take into consideration all these factors and 
something more I am relating hereafter. It is this that the Direct Action 
Policy has taken a new turn. The policy has been taken up by the Govern- 
ment in right earnest in pursuit of which they totally ignore the existence 
of all sections of the people except the Muslims and are pursuing it with a 
ruthlessness the like of which it will be difficult to find a parallel. Take for 
instance the legislative activities of the Government — their Bill for acquisi- 
tion of cultivable waste Lands of Bengal which will reouire unlimited 
moneys with the intention, as Nve believe, of Moslemising tnose areas, that 
daylight robbery Bill — the Bargatlar’s Bill to finish the middle class 
hhadraloks as they finished the great body of Hindu creditors by the Debt 
Settlement Boards — their Bill for the exploitation and extinction of fisher- 
men in Bengal miscalled the Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes 
BiU. 

Sir, let me now turn to their educational policy. They are out to 
implement their promise to the Moslem League Party to get through the 
Secondary Eduction Bill over which a Ministry foundered and about which 
the League Party and the Government were left in no doubt as to the 
attitude and opinion of the non-Muslims. Yet they must have it with a 
mint of money. Their creation of a special fund of Rs. 10 lakhs for Muslim 
education ignoring the claims of adequate help to all educational institu- 
tions which cater to the educational advancement of all sections of the 
people irrespective of any caste or creed but which are dragging a miserable 
existence. Extension of Islam ia C/ollege which since its start could not 
compete succtcwssfully with other progressive institutions in Calcutta, hostels 
for Muslim students in Calcutta, grant to Islamia Hospital, Madrasas, etc., 
which by themselves are not wixmg are some of the significant items of 
exp<‘nditure in glaring contrast with the Government effecting a saving of 
the much-needed expenditure of 9 lakhs which was earmarked this year for 
the expansion of the University College of Science. But what is particularly 
Wrong is the preliminary provision made to start a Muslim University. Sir, 
they are going to acquire 2,000 acres of land near almut Calcutta, and they 
intend to move the Islamia College there and making it a nucleus they aim 
to start at the expense of non-Muslims whose contribution to the public 
exchequer is higher than that of the Muslims — they aim to start 
at a cost of 3 to 4 crores of rupees which after all would be a com- 
munal University. Bengal is suffering already from an overdose of com- 
munalism and this University when in action wull breed fanatical com- 
munalists who will be a danger to the society and peace and tranquillity of 
the whole province. If we look at the past history of the Dacca Moslem 
students and of the Aligarh University students, my forecast will have 
ample justification. 

Sir, if the items of expenditure on 8ubje(‘t8 I have dealt with be added 
on one side together with wharhas l)een provided for the upkeep of that 
notoriously inefficient and corrupt department of Civil Supplies, a depart- 
ment, Sir, which frittered away orores on leaky boats, boats which do not 
float, a department, Sir, which has as yet given no justification for its 
further continuance but which really is found essential for Muslim League 
supporters of the Government and we look to the deficit as shown in the 
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Budget. On the other side, we find that the communal policy of the pre- 
sent Government is mainly responsible for the inability of the Finance 
Minister to present a balanced budget. You do ell ugly things, show deficit 
and then approach the Centre for subvention l)eing ouite oblivious of the 
fact that he who seeks equity must come with clt^an hands. 

Sir, I have indicated in very brief outline the Direct Action which is 
being carried on by this communal Government to the prejudice of and 
against the best interests and wishes of the 45 per cent, of the population 
in Bengal. Sir, the communal activities of this partisan Government liave 
so exasperated and alarmed a certain section of the |)eople that already 
there is a strong body of public opinion favouring partition of Bengal. In 
fact, Sir, a conference was held on the 17th February, last, in which 
amongst others not less than 11 members of the Bengal Legislature took 
part and in which they decided to mobilise opinion for a sejmrale province 
for the Bengalee Hindus. Sir, in 190(5, a province was carved out for the 
Muslims by Lord Curzon. A vigorous and su.stained agitation against, the 
partition of Bengal led by Sir Surendranath Banerjee of hallowed memory 
resulted in its annulment after six years of Eastern Bengal Government at 
Dacca and Bengal was re-united and raised to the status of a Governor’s 

Province in 1911. The time has brought its revenge. The Muslim League 

in fanatical pursuit of C(»minunalism has so coloured the outlook of the 
Government that Hindus very generally feel tliat their interests are no 
longer safe in its hands. In this atmovsphere we have now’ before us the 
momentous declaration of His Majesty’s Government made in Parliament 
on the 20th February, last. Sir, before this dechiration all other questions 
pale into insignificance. Particularly it is a declaration which iouohe.s 
Bengal very much and w’ith it its present and future budgetary provisions 
also. Sir, I will quote a relevant portion of Mr. Prime Minister Attlee’s 
Statement. It runs as fol Ws : “His Majesty’s Government wish to make 
it cleair that it is their ilehnite intention to Uike necessary steps to effect 
the tran.sference of power to responsible Indian hands by a date not later 
than June 1948’’. Then he goes on to say, “But if it sliould appear that 

.such a constitution will not have been worked out by a fully representative 

Assembly before the time mentioned in paragraph 7 (June, 1948), Hi.s 
Majesty’s Government will have to consider to whom the iww'ers of the 
Feutrai (lovernmeut in British India should be ha ruled over, on the due 
date, whether as a whole to .some form of Central tiovernment for British 
India or in some areas to the existing Provincial (rovcrnments or in such 
other way as may seem most rea.souable and in the best intere-sts of the 
Indian people”. Sir, we have before us the bmlget for the next 12 months 
to end on March 31, 1948, and here is a statement of rlefinite date for trans- 
ference of power to happen in next 15 months with a very sinister hint at 
Bengal. Sir, I have no apprehensions as to the Centre which, 1 trust, will 
be made strong to withstand anv outside or inside attacks. But as I have 
siiid Bengal is in danger. I will, therefore, not touch on other points but 
shall confine myself to the que.stion.s rebiting to Bengal. Sir, I stand for 
united India and asti part of it for united Bengal, if possible, divided Bengal, 
if necessary. It was not for nothing that Bengiil agitated to be re-united. 
In the agitation which followed in the wake of the partition, arguments 
for and against partition w’ere exhausted. It is too late in the clay now to 
go over them again but with the danger looming ahead not a day must 
be lost for all non-Moslem leader.s in Bengal to put their heads together 
and to solve what threatens to be perpetual serfdom of 45 per cent, non- 
Muslims of the province, I .should think a joint demand should be pre- 
sented with an ultimatum to the Government of Bengal and the Muslim 
League party which should be to the effect that (1) the present inefficient, 
oormpt and communal Ministry be dis^lved; (2) the Ministry to be 
xelormed being composed of equal numbers of Muslim and non-Muslim 
representatives, the Prime Minister being alternately a Congressman and 
a Leaguer; (8) joint electorates to repla^ the communal electorates from 
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the legislature down to the local self-governing units; (4) public 
to be by men recruited by a competent and non-partisan Public 

Service Commission ibroiiKb open competitive examinations; (5) religion to 
l>e divorced from the State and Bengal to remain a part and parcel of united 
India. 

If by a certain date, say, four months from now, the demands are not 
met, there must be jiersiHtent raging and tearing agitation carried on by 
tlie joint efforts of all non-Muslims braving all consequences making it 
impossible for Mr. Attlee to transfer power to this hostile, ineflBcient and 
wjiTupt Uovernment which draws its sustenance from communal votes and 
w'hich, therefore, is not a democratic institution at the same time demand- 
ing separation of the west from the east of Bengal. Sir, if in spite of the 
Muslim League, the sejwaationists can hope to curve out a separate pro- 
vince, then surely the hejKirat ioriists joining forces with the unionists can 
enforce the alnive deman(ls. Sir, if the demands are met, there will be an 

agiwd constitution and then things will so turn out that there will be no 

more deficit budgets. There will be peace and plenty, progress and 
happines.s all round. There will be alove all real treedom which will enable 
each and every one of us to work on with bead erect, with head on high. 

Jai Hind. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8HUDDIN PATH AN; Mr. President, Sir, before' 

I propose to offer my (‘ongiatulations or thanks, if any. to the youngest 
member of the Ibmga! ( aliinel througli whom 11 h‘ coming year’s budget 
has been presented to ns, 1 feel tempted U* give vent to my feeling of 
surprise as to why the honourable members of lh(‘ Opposition should be 

HO miieh lacking in elo(|uen( e to offer their sincere gratefulness to him for 

giving them the gidden ojijiortunity to style this budget as a one-sided 
parly budget on the ground that a small fraction of the estimatinl amount 
has Ihhui provided for a few Muslim institutions although this amount jxiles 
inb) insigniiicauce as compared to wdiat has lieen jirovided for the benefit 
of tile members of the other community wduKse cause they are here to 
advowite. Unfortunately the use of the words Islamic, and Muslim seems 
t 4 ) have created a consternation in the Op|)osition (ironp which has found 
expression on the fliHirs ot both the Houses as well as in the columns of 
new simpers. Some ot the friends of the Opposition have gone to the 
length of sasing that, it is budget to have the way to Pakisthan and to 
satisi\ tlmse who are advorute.s of that ideology. But if we go through 
tin* budg(‘t cari'iully with an unbiased mind and judge it in its true per- 
spective, the irresistible conclusion is that it is not .so. It is a mamiili 
Imdgel ~ a fanc> pioduction ol tin* ^dd bureiiucratic machine with charming 
jiiclures here and there — very beautiful to look at wdth naked eyes, wherein 
attempt has bei*n made In the .so-called peoples’ Oovernmeiit — 1 mean the 
[iresent Uahiuet — to provide nonie amount, s for sevend natioii-lmilding pro- 
jects and to meet reasomihle |mblic demands to some extent. 1 think the 
Finance Minister for sonn* ot his frank and straightforward statements 
while piesenting tlie budget. But 1 must at the siime time tell him that 
his straightbAwardiieftS I?* not to be appreciated by those to please wliora 
the nmst Naluable time and the best energy of the Uahinet under the able 
giiidame 4 )t tiie llon’ble Ubief Minister are being devoted. Liiyish allot- 
ments of crores for institutions wherein the advociites of one nation theory 
ami Akhand Bharat are ruling and which in name are open to Muslims 
have not satisfied tliem and on the contrary a few’ drops for the educationol 
uplift of Muslims who are admittedly backward and to mitigate some of 
the long-felt grievances, have betmme their eyesore. Allotment for the 
extension of the Tslamia Uollege liiul the old sclieme of Madrasas has been 
the subject of bitter criticism, bqt those critics do not utter a single word 
abont the allotment of about 2 lakhs for Europeims and Anglo-Indians at 
Kurseong under the improveuieiit and extension of building”. God only 
knows when this mentality will be changed. Mr. Maznmder in the oon- 
oluding lines of his speech instructed the Muslims to shape their own 
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d^stiay by establishing a capital at Dacca. This reminds us of the Bentru! 
partition days more than 40 years back. Unfortunately not only yoi 
Mr. Mammdar but many Hindu friends including: the roaring? tiger ol 
Hindu Mahasabha realises after a long time the uec^essity of partition which 
was a settled fact unsettled by you and some of your predecessors. Tin 
contention of my friends of the Opposition that it is a communal budget 
for the benefit of the Muslim community alone to be passed by a brutf 
majority because of a small provision for some Muslim institutions is as 
good as calling a long-bearded or fowl-eating Hindu a true Muslim. 1 
would rather advise my friends to go deep into the budget and I am sure 
they will be disillusioned. I am grateful to the I.tNider of tlie OpjH»sition 
who, however, owing to his large-hearted ness does not sub'-cribo to that 
view. 

As my hoiiourable friend Mr. ]Nur Ahmed, a \iMy old membe! ot this 
House, has \*ry rightly remarked that the discussion of the bmlget on the 
door of this House is notiiirig more than academic, 1 will not take much 
of the time of this House by elalxu-ate discusNion on dift'erent heads of tlie 
proposed expenditure, and in doing so, I am under the painful m^cessitv t^) 
submit that almost the whole of the budget pro\ ision has beioi e 4 n‘mark(Ml 
for works of public utilit\ in West Bengal and in the surroiimlings ot 
Cahutta. T am sorry thid tlie lUurble Finance Minister who hails from 
North Ihmgal was not even the least ins]>ired hy a hit of hu-al jiat riot ism- - 
ixitriotism in the sense of impiirtial treatment seems to he wanting. Ovi*r 
and almve the hivish provisions in the luidgel for irrigation jirojects in West 
Bengal, aW attention ot the (lovtunment appears to hav<‘ heeri (‘entred 
Txmiid Calcutta for improvement of imiustrx and agriculture. I fail to 
understand the logic behind it FaTsi and North Ihmgal with their dumb 
and unlettered millions ha\e ln‘en anxiously hadiing ioriMird tor pra(‘tic;i) 
sciiemes to he worked out in their hands for their »‘conomic uplift .md 
advancement. But, unfortunately they have been totally disapjuu’nted. 
Even under he^id “Medi(*<il and public liealth” gros^ injustict* has luuoi (him^ 
to East and North Bengal. The (amphell Medic4il Sclund will In* raised to 
the standard of a medii'al college — a new medical college will he stiirteil 
near the kike areii at enormous losts, hut no such si heine is in contemphi- 
tion in the almve tw*o yiarts ot Bengal except 4»ddition of s«‘V(U’aI hundMul 
beds in the Dacca Medical College. The <iistnct of .Mymensingh— the 
biggest district in the province inhabited by ;i i>opulation of more than 
lakh.s — has been running a small medical schoid with gre4it difficulty. In 
spite of representations, not a farthing has Iwen provided in the budget 1oi 
its improvement.- The S. K. Hospital in the heaihjuarters fd the distriit 
ran scarcely meet the large demands of the public. I niiumerjihle jiatients 
are lieing refused admission ever\ day owing to tin* limited number of seats. 
An addition of at least 2(10 beds hv an extensum of the hospital building is 
an urg^ent necessity. The Mymensingh munii ipalify owing to its limited 
resources ran scarcely meet both ends with the result that the rmids and 
drains have been turned into nui.sanee. The drainage scheme wincli<»ned 
by (iovernment should he finamed at oijci* to he worked out in the interest 
of public health. The A. G. Hospitals .started in different fwirts of Bengal 
are doing excellent works. But the .system of iHiusing is so Had and the 
Mipply of drugs and me<licine so inadequate that medical officers cannot 
give medical aid to the public according to necessity and demand. A better 
Wusing scheme should be drawui up; the number of beds should he 
incr^sed and substantial money provided fo? supply of medicine, etc, fri 
the interest of rural Bengal all the A. G. Hospitals .should lie made perma- 
The Finance Minister who is in charge of Local Self-Governirient 
and Medical Department ought to have thought it pnident to establish one 
of the T. B. hospitals either in East Bengal or in North Bengal. 

The prbvision for seed store at each thana headquarters to the extent 
of 18 lakhs has been appreciated by many of us. But according fo many 
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of iiA th« Department of Aj^riculture is a failure for all practical purposes. 
We Kaye not yet been enlightened as to what effective result was produced 
by the allotment of 41 lakhs for establishment of seed multiplication and 
jute multiplication farms in the last year’s budget. There is a propo^ 
for broadcasting of 45 lakhs for research-cum^breeding station at Harin- 
ghata and lb lakhs for establishment of 4 livestock breeding farms and 
stud bulls. I doubt very much whether these projects will ever materialise. 
In this way lakhs and crores have been wasted after experiments. But 
alas the Department of Agriculture has remained the self-same theoretical 
(lei>artmenl. Experts from Europe and America have devoured much of 
Bengal’s fortune with no net result. The Department of Agriculture is now 
dominated by officers indented from the Punjab. It is said that the Punjab 
has made considerable progress in agriculture. But may I know what 
agricultural training tlie.se officers did undergo before they were taken to 
this department.^ Is it a fact that in the name of iinprovemeiit of agricul- 
ture even kodalis and haheeif which are available in large quantity in 
Bengal are being indented from the Punjabi One word alwut seeds. Let 
us hope that seeds will be multiplied by the multiplication farms, but let 
not our misfortune be multiplied along with that. Sir, I know of instances 
where seeds of arnati paddy supplied to farms by the contractors turned out 
to be austh and mustard seeds supplied were too old with the result that 
they never germinated. But in spite of compkints the lucky contractor 
did not suffer in the leftist. Two lakhs 97 thousands provided for construc- 
tion of buildings in connection with poultry schemes, I am afraid, will not 
be a good inve.stment. 

Now about industry, no scheme or project has been pre.sented to us for 
spre4id of cottage industry. It appears from the budget that attempts will 
be made to overindustrialise the surroundings of Calcutta. The extension 
of electric power up to Bunlwan will also help the growth of industry on 
the two sides of the line in West Bengal. I do not know what prevented 
the (iovernmeni to introduce a similar scheme in North and East Bengal. 
So in a word the fate of Iksl Bengftil and North Bengal is sealed, so far as 
industrial improvement is (oncerued. 

The Civil Supplies Di'partment is another cause of anxiety to the public. 
Fortunately or unfortunately one amongst us is holding the portfolio. We 
arc tired of hearing alxiut maladministration and corrupt practic^es in that 
department. 1 do not think the Ilon’ble Minister has succeeded in running 
the administration with a strong hand. We art* disappointed to hear that X 
is still ruling and Y is Iwssiug even though he is said to be at the helm of 
affairs. The provision for 40(1 Jeeps and 4 speedy light planes in the last 
year’s budget gave us the hope that the Ministers and the high officials will 
nave extensive tours all over the piovince and thereby mitigate public 
snfterings. But here too we are disappointed. In the present budget one 
Inkb 7ti thousands ■ have been provided for Parliamentary Secretaries in 
])liu‘e of 93 thousand of the previous year and in place of 4 lakhs there is 
an allotment of alnnit 7 lakh.s for Ministers. liet us hope that thing.s will 
iinpixive to a great extent in future. If the honourable Ministers sineerel}’ 
want our (o-operation, then we as party members will certainly lend it, nay, 
I am sure, even members of the Opposition will not deprive them of the 
same if they really mean business and not mere show. 

The absence of any provision in the budget for c^ompulsory primary 
education and to give effect to the proposed Secondary Education Bill, if 
passed into law, has caused ujiprejiensions in the ininde of many. Many 
nright hopes were held out to the public at the time of the last election 
about these two measures of legislation and the abolition of Permanent 
Settlement, but it appeiirs that all these three measures ere going to be 
shelved for an indefinite period. We demand a definite statement in this 
connection from the Ministers holding the respective portfolios dn the floor 
of House at la very early date. 
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Before I resume my seat, Sir, I must say that I am really sorry to remark 
that honourable Ministers holding the difEereut portfolios might have been 
present in the Chamber at the time of the discussion of the bud^t by this 
House, We consider their presence to be a privilege which the honourable 
Ministers should not think of denying to us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think I should call upon any other member 
to speak today. But what about the date to which the Mouse should be 
adjourned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it has already been agiwd 
upon tliat there should be no sitting of thi.s House on the 3nl and 4th March. 
The House can, therefore, he adjourned till the lOth March, when we ciiii 
get througli the Ordinance Bill and on the 11th and I2th we may resume 
the general discussion of the budget. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 would rather sugge.st that we should not fix the 
Hill and 12th March at thi.s ^tage tor the discussion* of the budget, liecause 
it would not be wise to antidipate what lime would be taken by the Oidin- 
auce Bill. It would be better to wait and see. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All right, Sir, us you suggest 
1 have no objection. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Besides, one day may not he sufficient for the Bill. 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, one day may not he sufficient. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: Then the discussion of the budget 
iiia.N he resumed after the disposal oi the Ordinance Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I think that would he more convenient. We 
CiiM lesunie the budget discussion alter the Ordinance Bill is finished. The 
liou.se, thereioie, stands adjourned till 2-la p.m. on Monday, (he Itlth 
March. 


Adjournmtnt. 

Council then udiouiued till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the lOth March, 

11147. 
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MMIlbMt SliMfit* 

Tie following m<*uilwr» were abueut from the meeting lield on the 28th 
February', 1947 : — 

(J) Mr. li. i*. 8. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. YuHuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(d) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(4) Alhadj Klian Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan, 

(-'0 Mr. Humayiin Z. A. Kabir, 

(b) Mr. Syed Abdul Mazid, 

(7) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(8) Dr. Kumud Sankar Hoy, 

(9) Mr. BiKwaiiath Roy, and 

(10) Mr. Haji Md. Yuauf. 





' BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 14. 


The CotTNCiL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 10th March, 1947, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
fourteenth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section G2(-2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr, President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k.'c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

Obituary Roforences. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order. Honourable members of the Council, 
it is the melancholy duty of the Chair to refer to the demise of Sir Francis 
Stanely Jackson, an ea'-Governor of Bengal. This sad incident took place 
in London on the 9th of March. He was a prominent cricketeer, a great 
sportsman and was long associated with the Marylebone Cricket (!lub. He 
was for some time the Chief Whip of the Conservative Party and also i 
Financial Secretary to the War Office between 1922 and 1923. He was the 
Governor of Bengal from 1927 to 1932. He was universally popular and 
resj)ected by Europeans and Indians alike. We deeply mourn his loss. 

Hai Bahadur Jogendra Chandra Ghosh died in Calcutta at the ripe age 
of 87 on the 3rd March. He was an advocate of the High Court and a 
fellow of tile Calcutta University for a long time. He was an educationist 
and took considerable interest in promoting the Association known as the 
Scientific and Industrial Association for Indians Abroad of w'hich he was 
the Founder Secretary. We deeply mourn his loss. 

May their souls rest in peace. 

I would now request honourable members to rise in their places as a 
mark of respect to the departed souls. 

(After the members have risen in their places.) 

Thank you. Now witli the permission of the House I would convey the 
sympathy of the Legislative Council to the memhers of the bereave<l 
families. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Recommendations of the Shore Committee. 


^ 64. Rti Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury): Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state — 


(a) if the attention of the Government of Bengal haa been drawn to the 

recommendations of the Committee of Public Health, popularly 
known as the Bhore Committee; and 

(b) if BO, what steps the Government of Bengal are contemplating to 

implement these recommendation.^ ? 


MINISTER in eharge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
tELF^COVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Alt): (a) Yes. 

^ The Development Schemes undertaken by the Public Health and 
Medical Branciee of Health and Local Self-Government Department 
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implement some of tbe more important short-term recommendations of tke 
Bhore Committee. Schemes 187 and 191, for instance, aije in accord with 
the short-term recommendations of the Committee with regard to water- 
supply. Schemes 185 and 189 implement some of the recommendations with 
regard to Leprosy and Tuberculosis respectively, while Scheme 188 deals 
with malaria control as envisaged in the Bhore Report. In addition, it is 
proposed to implement the main recommendations of the Committee in two 
selected areas, Polha in district Hooghly and Kaliganj in district Dacca as 
pilot experiments and to await the results of these experiments before finally 
accepting all the recommendations for the Province as a whole. 


Educational Plan for five years. 

66. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Iklucation Department be pleased to state whether there is a 
6-year Educational Plan drawn up by Government for developing general 
and technical education in Bengal P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us in short an outline of 
that plan? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us also an approximate 
estimate of the costs therefor? 

{d) Is it a fact that there is the dearth of educational, general and 
technical experts to carry out that scheme P How will Government meet this 
difficulty P 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Saiyed Muazzamudoin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c) Individual items of the plan are now being examined by the 
Development Department and after they are approved and sanctioned by 
India Government, the whole plan will be published. 

(d) Yes, but an endeavour is being made to get trained staff either by 
recruitment from abroad or by sending students for advanced studies in 
foreign countries. 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Arising out of the reply to (c?), is there any 
committee to select such students who are sent abroad? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How many years will it take to bring 
the trained students back to Bengal to undertake the w6rk? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: They are 
generally sent for two years’ training. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What is the personnel of the committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Some of 
them are being selected by the Public Service Commission and some are 
being selected oy ad hoc committees set up for the purpose. The personnel 
differs from year to year. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In (r), the reply says, '‘Individual 
items of the plan are now being examined by the Development Department 
and after they are approved and sanctioned by India Government, the whole 
plan will be published”. May 1 request the Hon’ble Minister to publish 
the scheme as soon as the examination is over so that the public may offer 
healthy criticisms before they are sent out to Delhi? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a suggestion and not a question. 
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Tin il«R*llle Mr. tAlYED MUAZZAMUDDiN H08AIN: Unlua and 
imtil the plan is hnally examined by the Government of India we do not 
propose to publish it. 

Khan Bahadur CHYA8HUDDIN PATHAN: Arising out of (b), how 

long has it been under examination by the Development Department and 
what time it will take to finish the examination? 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AiN: They are 
examining item by item and they have taken six months and it is expected 
that they will take six monllis more to finish the examination. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if communal ratio is being observed in selecting the candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, we 
insist on communal ratio being observed. 

The post of the Director of Public instruction, Bengal. 

66. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury); (a) Will tlu* Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state who is the 
permanent incumbent of the post of Director of Public Instruction, Jlengal? 

(6) Who is officiating in his place at present? 

(r) When is the retirement of the officiating incumbent due? 

{d) What arrangements have been made for filling the post of Director of 
Public Instruction when the officiating incumbent retires? 

(e) Is it a fact that the present officiating incumbent was chosen in 
supersession of senior officers in the department? 

(/) Will the Government give an assurance that no such suiierseHsion will 
take place when the post is filled after the retirement of the present officiating 
incumbent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) Mr. A. K. 

Chanda. 

{hj Dr. Snehamoy Dutta. 

(c) Dr. Dutta will reach the age of superannuation in October, 11)49. 

(d) No arrangements are at present necessary. 

(cj There has been no sujiersession of any officer. 

(/) Government will take into consideration the claims of all officers. 

Behari refugees accommodated by the Bengal Government 

67. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
^charge of the Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that over 18,000 Behari refugees have been accora- 
ipodated by the Bengal Government in 8 camps opened in Asansol 
subdivision ? 

(h) Is it a fact that for all these camps the Bengal Government have 
appointed 8 Superintendents, 12 Assistant Superintendents, about 60 clerks 
and general assistants and about 60 vietKars and menials? If not, what are 
the accurate figures in respect of these officers and staff? What is the total 
cost for this staff? 

(c) Of the officers, clerks and assistants, is it a fact that in appointing 
them. Communal Ratio Rules have not been observwl and that all are 
Muslims? If so, why? Will Government consider the desirability of 
repatriating these refugees at an early date? If not, why not? 
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MINISTEfI in iMrgB ^ OEPABTilEIIY of CCMIPEftATiON, 
OREOIT and RELIEF (the Hon’bie Mr. A. F. M. Ahdur Rahman): (a) 

Yen, 

(b) No. 

The accurate figures are 8 Superintendents, 17 Assistant Superintendents, 
18 clerks, 32 sweepers and 132 servants. Rs.24,277 per mensem. 

(c) Yes. It has been found essential that for the smooth running of the 
camps they should be Muslims. Government will consider the desirability 
of repatriating those who are now willing to go hack to their Province. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
how many months this amount 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, will you please speak up? I cannot 
follow you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My question is for how many months 
Government will spend R8.24,277 per mensem to keep up the camp at 
Asansol? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
inform the House whether any Special Officer has been appointed to take 
charge of this camp? If so, what is his name? 

The Hofl'ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: There is no Special 
Officer for this camp, but there is a Special Officer for the Bihar refugees. 
His name is Mr. Ali Ashgar, i.c.s. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what apprehensions were working in the minds of Government in not 
observing the communal ratio rules in the appointment of the staff of the 
camp — why are they all Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN; We have found it 
expedient by experience that for the Muslim Relief Camps there should be 
Muslim officers and for the Hindu Relief ('amps there should be Hindu 
officers and that is the reason why in this case all the staff are Muslims. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Question No. (18. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May I request you, Sir, to 
kindly hold this question over? 

> Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. Question No. G8 is held over. Questions 
over. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us now take up the Bengal Ordinances Tempo- 
rary Enactment Bill, 11)47. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I rise on a point of order, Sir. In th# 
Order Paper for today the Bengal Ordinances Tenmorary Enactment Bill, 
11)47 (as passed by the Assembly) is shown after Questions and Answers. 
I submit, Sir, that this violates rule 23 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules and that rule save, “All business appoint for any day 
and not disposed of on that day snail stand over until the next day of the 
aeasion available for business of class to which it belongs’ \ Sir, on the 
last sitting dav we had our discussion on the General Budget and that had 
flot been ended. It is to continue still. So I submit, Sir, that under rule 
28 we are entitled to have budget discussion today, I mean general discus- 
sion on the budget and before that general discussion on the oudget is over 
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Tlw MM’bM Mr* H. S. SUHRAWARDYl May I say a word, SirP 
The nde is quite clear, I mean rule 23. It says that all business appointed 
for any day and not disposed of on that day shall stand over until the next 
day. That means that such business is to be carried over to the next day, 
but the rule does not say that such business shall be placed first on the 
Order Paper of the next day. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have also looked up the rule. It is 
clear.* But it does not say what the Hon’ble Minister has said. It id 
commonsense that a business not disposed of on a previous day should be 
taken up first on the next available day and disposed of and then only other 
business can come in. Not only has no priority been piven for the ffeneral 
discussion of the budget as the first item after the question hour, but also 
there is absolutely no mention whatsoever in the agenda that there would 
be budget discussion today although the discussion of the budget still 
remains incomplete. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The point is this, Mr. Das. You know that dates 
for the discussion of the budget are fixed by the Governor under the Bengal 
Legislative founcil (Governor’s Rules). Such dates are not governed by 
tlie rules you refer to. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But we have the Bengal Legislative' 
Council Procedure Rules so far as conducting business in this House is 
concerned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are tw'o .sets of rules. One is the one you 
reter to and the other is the Governor’s Rules and the Governor’s Rules 
have precedence over other rules and the Governor fixes the dates for the 
discussion of the budget. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: {’an discussion of the Supplementary 
Budget Grants take place before general discussion of the budget is overP 

Mr. PRESIDENT.: That question does not arise; that i.s not the point 
raised by Mr. Das. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. The last Bill 
that this House w'as di.scussing before the House reassembled today after 
the adjournment was the Calcutta Rent Bill. We have r»ot finished dis-^ 
cussion on tliat Bill and yet we do not find that Bill as the first item iu 
today’s agenda after the question hour is over of course and some other 
Bill is shown which is rather curious and is not permissible under rule 23 
of the Council Procedure Rules, ’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; May I refer you to rule 20(i) of our Rules which 
says, “At times when Government business has precedence, the Governor 
may arrange that busine.ss in such order us he thinks fit”. So the 
Governor has got the right to prepare the Order Paper in any manner he 
likes. He can change it also. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: I do not question the powers of tho 
Governor, Sir. What I say is that under our rules a business not disposed 
of on a previous day should have precedence over other business on the 
following day, I was referring to the Calcutta Rent Bill which has not 
been shown in today’s Order raper as the first item for discussion as the 
discussion on that Bill is not yet over. A partly discussed Bill sliould have 
precedence over*new Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; This Bill which is shown in today’s Order Paper 
w Government business and the Governor can v^vy the Order Paper direct- 
ing which Government business should be taken up first. Please look up 
rae 20(1) where it is clearly laid down what the Governor can do. That 
is the position, Mr. Nahar. * 
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Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY1 Sir, I beg to moTe that the 
Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1M7, as passed by the 
Aasembly, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise on a point of order. My 
first point in this point of order is that what is being attempted to be done 
is not a Bill as we understand it, containing provisions to which we are 
entitled to submit amendments, but the Ministry is arrogating to itself 
powers and rights which are not given to it under the Government of* India 
Act, 1935. Practically, Sir, if you look to this Bill, it is really an 
Ordinance and not a Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Das, will you please allow the Hon’ble Minister 
to move his motion first? A point of order can arise only out of a matter 
which is before the House. So, please let him move the motion first and 
then you can raise your point of order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, he has already moved it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, he had not finished when you interrupted. Go 
on, Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, several Ordinances 
E which had been passed under the Defence of India Rules by the Govern- 
ment of India and thereafter adopted by this Government lapsed about the 
30th of September, 194(>. These Ordinances touched the jurisdiction of 
Provincial Governments and consequently they lapsed six months after the 
expiry of the Defence of India Rules. We had therefore the alternative of 
either allowing the Ordinances to lapse altogether and wait for the Legis- 
lature to assemble before we could place them before it in the form of a 
Bill or Bills or to enact the Ordinances ourselves. Some of the matters 
affected by the Ordinances were matters of such seriousnes.s that if any time 
had been allow^ed to elapse between the lapsing of the Ordinances and their 
enactment into Acts the whole scheme of distribution would have been 
thrown into confusion. Also, we had passed through very difficult times, 
as everybody is aware, in Calcutta and in other parts of the province and 
it was necessary that Government should take in their hands certain powers 
foi the purpose of preserving peace and quelling disorder and lawlessness. 
For these two purposes the Ordinances were promulgated by the Govern- 
ment. I wish to assure the House that Government have no desire whatso- 
ever to govern through the medium of Ordinances, but the situation happened 
to be 80 critical and was so extraordinary that we had no alternative but 
to promulgate those Ordinances. As the House is aware, these Ordinances 
will lapse within six weeks of the sitting of the Legislature and 
hence these Ordinances will lapse on the 17th March. Now, in order that 
the provisions of these Ordinances should form part of an Act, it became 
necessary tliat we should enact these provi.sions in the form of an Act of 
the Legislature. 

Now, Sir, if we had taken each of these Ordinances separately and 
introduced them as separate Bills then we know, and the House knows, that 
the legislation procedure is .so dilatory that we could not have got through 
a single Bill by the time these Ordinances lapsed, namely, by the 17th 
March, 1947. Consequently it has been considered not only desirable but 
imperative that the provisions of these various Ordinances should be enacted 
by reference and in one compendious Act. The Ordinances have all been 
collected in a schedule. The^e Ordinances are not being enacted and we 
are not continuing the Ordin^ces. What we are doing is that we are 
enacting the provisions of these Ordinances by reference. That is the 
procedure which has been observed in the House of Commons when it has 
been considered necessary to put through seferal measures in one ooin^- 
dious Act and where time has not been available to get through individual 
Acta. In this House too this practice has been resorted to on two definite 
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occasioibi when the provisions of several Ordina.noe8 have been enacted by 
reference in the manner in which we are proposing now. So this is nothing 
new and I am sure that the House will appreciate the necessity of putting 
through these Ordinances before the 17th March and will support us in the 
measures placed before the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Ordinances Tempo- 
rary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. The Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, provide for Ordinances by sections 88 and 89. By 
sections 88 the Governor can promulgate Ordinances during recess of the 
Legislature and by section 89 the Governor can nromulgate Ordinances at 
any time in respect of certain subjects. But what the present Ministry 
attempts to do is to enact the Ordinances thereby usurping the ])ower of 
the Governor. The Bill is named the Bengal Ordinances Temporary 
Enactment Bill, 1947, a Bill for the purposes of enacting the Bengal 
Ordinances. Really if you will kindly look to the Bill itself as presented 
before the House, you will find that the w'hole thing is contained in its 
schedule. Tlie schedule makes reference to 10 different Ordinances, namely 
the Bengal (’ivic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, th< 
Molasses Control Ordinances, the Bengal Drug Control Continunnci 
Ordinance, and so on and .so forth. Th«*y have only mentioned th( 
Ordinances. In fact, had this been a Bill there would have been 10 different 
Bills containing provisions of all these Ordinances and then the members 
would have been called upon to submit their amendments in re.spect of each 
of those Bills. Instead of that they have practically usurped the power of 
the Governor and have taken upon themselves the power of enacting the 
Ordinances 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhat is your point Mr. IhinY 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point is tliat the Ministry have no 
power to promulgate an Ordinance. They are not enacting any law. A 
Bill containing provisions of the.se Ordinances should liave been framed and 
then it should have been put before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you say that the Government are promulgating 
Ordinances? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. I will give another instance. 
Take for instance 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, may I draw the atten- 
tion of the honourable member to the second paragraph of the Bill 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am not giving way. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: I know that.) Now, Sir, take the case of the 
Calcutta Rent Ordinance. Supposing today or tomorrow the Chief Minister 
succeeds in passing this Bill into Act then what would he the effect of this 
Ordinance Bill upon the Calcutta R^nt Bill, 1947. As a matter of fact wo 
are in seizin of that Rent Control Bill. That Bill was referred to a Select 
Committee, the Select Committee has already submitted its report and we 
are now considering the different provisions of the Bill. There are only a 
few sections left — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point of order is this that this 
Bill is not to be an Act of the Legislature in the sense we understand, it is 
really promulgating Ordinances. The Government is really ujsurping upon 
themselves powers which are^not given to them by law. Ten different 
Bills should have been put separately with their provisions so that we could 
submit our amendments. This i^ the usual practice. 




Hff PREtlDEMT: Mr. Das, I think I have followed yoiir^int. You 
object to these Ordinances being enacted into law in one Bill That is your 
first point and the next point is that you have not the opportunity of putting 
in amendments to the clauses of the Ordinances. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: No, Sir, my point is that in the guise 
of a Bill they are really promulgating Ordiiiances. In the iwual course a 
whole month would have been necessary to enact these Ordinances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case, these Ordinances have now come before 
the House in the form of a Bill. The Bill has been passed by the other 
House. I may draw your attention to the Preamble of the Bill. ‘‘Where- 
as the Ordinances specified in the schedule which have been promulgated 
by the (Governor of Bengal under section 88 of the Government of India 
Act, 19‘io, are, by virtue of clause (a) of sub-section {2) of that section, 
(temporary in their duration; 

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the temporary enactment as 
in this Act mentioned of the provisions contained in those Ordinances.” 

So, this Bill is really to enact those Ordinances, to put them on the 
Statute Book as ordinary Acts. 

The Hofl'blu Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, enacting those 
provisions of the Ordinances through tlie medium of reference. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may T draw your attention to the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons of this Bill? 1 draw your atlention to 
the last sentence of it. “This Bill has, therefore, lieen drafted with the 
object of temporarily enacting the provisions of the said Ordinances so as 
to afford sufficient time for the separate consideration and enactment in 
e,rtemo of the provisions of each of the said Ordinances. Bills for the lattei 
purpose are separately being introduced. Bills for flie latter purpose are 
separately being introduced in the Provincial Legislature.” Sir, mark the 
words “separate consideration and enactment in eittemo'' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the Statement of Objects and Reasons is not 
before the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is a part of the Bill, Sir. So 
what the Government are doing is nothing but promulgating Ordinances 
through the medium of this House which is to do legislative business in 
proper manner. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It has come before the House in the 
form of u Bill already accepted by the other House. So I do not think we 
can refer to the Objects and Reasons. Tlie Objects and Reasons were meant 
for the other House. Here it is in the form of tlie Bill as passed by the 
Assembly, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Whatever has been done in the other 
House, even if they have passed it, never mind, I think we are entitled to 
raise iioints of order where necessary and to show in this case how the Bill 
is really not a law draft of proposeil law but merely Ordinance. Although 
the Assembly have passed it, I think I am w’ithin my rights to point out 
here what they are attempting to do which merely is the promulgation of 
Ordinances and not enacting any law. This Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, although meant for the Assembly, lias been circulated to us along 
with the Bill. So I can refer to it and to point out what is at the hack of 
the Ministry's mind. They are only biding time. They say in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons, ^ This Bill has, therefore, been drafted with 
the object of temporarily enacting the provisions of the said Ordinances so 
as to afford Sufficient time for the separate consideration and enactment in 
^tm$o of the provisions of each of the said Ordinances. Bills for the latter 
purpose are separately being introduced in the Provincial Legislature. 
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Silt iiii Ordinanoee already promulgated by the Goverjimeiit are being put 
through this Legislature hurriedly so as to give the colour to it that it is 
an Act of the Legislature. I again say that it is nothing but promulgating 
Ordinances. Promulgation of Ordinances can very well be done by the 
Governor under section 89 of the Government of India Act. This is one 
thing, Sir, which I would like you to consider. Another point which I 
would like you to consider. Sir, very seriously is what would be the posi- 
tion, if this Bill is passed, of the Calcutta Kent Bill which is before the 
House in an incomplete stage. This Bill now before the House has in its 
schedule The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 194G. If this Calcutta Rent 
Ordinance, 194G, shown as one of the many Ordinances in the schedule, 
becomes an Act then 1 want to know what would be the position of the 
Calcutta Rent Bill. The House was in seizin of that Bill the other day. 
We have already gone through some portions of it. So what is the point 
in bringing all the Governor’s Ordinances including the Calcutta Kent 
Ordinance, 194G, under one Bill and having them enacted into law in the 
same form ? This House must go through the Ordinances one by one in the 
form of different Bills containing their provisions and transact legislative 
business in <he projjer manner as is done in other eases. The Government 
cannot promulgate Ordinances through the Legislature. As sueh they 
should not be allowed to proceed with this Bill as there is no power conferred 
on them under tlie Government of India Act to promulgate Ordinances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot agree with you, Mr. Da.s. 
What I feel is this that the Goviuamient are within their rights in moving 
this Bill, That it has precedence over a Bill which is still incomplete, of 
course tliat is a fact. The matter is not free from doubt. It is a matter 
of considerahle complexity. But following the usual convention of this 
House, when there are doubt.s and it is not clearly a case of a measure 
being ulfra rirrs of the Legislature we have allowed the mutter to be 
considered by the House and I have to do so accordingly. If its validity is 
questioned that can be done on\y iu a court of law. As regards the point 
raised by you with reference to the Calcutta Kent Bill, I may say that this 
Bill has to be passed by this House, then by the other House, then it must 
seek the Governor’s assent, may be the Governor-Generars assent too, 
before it becomes an Act. This will all take much time, and if this Bill 
is passed by the House, the Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 194G, contained in it, 
will be kept alive till such time as is required, at least till such time as the 
Calcutta Rent Act comes into force when this Ordinance will be repealed. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. We cannot 
entertain this Bill, Sir, because we are already considering another Bill 
which is a part of this Bill, namely, the ( alcutta Rent Bill, (’an we 
consider two Bills on the same subject at the same time in two different 
form 8.^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT. We are not considering two Calcutta Rent Bills. 
The Bill before the House is The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment 
Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H« 8* 8UHRAWARDY: There are precedents. We 
have passed or rather considered as many as 10 Bills amending the Bengal 
Tenancy Act at one and the same time. You can consider that. The way 
we want or intend to proceed is this: that the Rent Bill which this House 
is considering and which we do not know when it will be enacted into law, 
because the mere consideration by this Hosse and passing by this House 
does not turn •any Bill into an Act until it has been passed by the Low'er 
House as w^ell, we intend to put in a provision in the Bill repealing such 
provisions in the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, so the 
provision of the Rent Control Ordinance will automatically disappear as 
soon as this Rent Bill is passed into law. There cannot be at any time two 
conflicting statutes on the Statute Book. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How will the Rent Ordinance automati- 
cally disappear, as it will be part of the new Bill that we are asked to 
consider F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the Hon^ble Minister said just now, the Rent 
Act under this Bill will be repealed by a later Act, and the Ministry propose 
to put in a section in the Bill in the other House to that effect. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May I say one word on this point of 
order F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you must finish it quickly. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: What Mr. Suhrawardy has said practi- 
cally supports my view point. He has said two Bills of the same nature 
are bein^jf considered in the same House and he does not know what time 
will be taken to pass the Rent Bill into law and so he wants the same Bill, 
[the same thing, to be considered 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Well, it may not be the same thing. Take for 
instance one concrete case. Suppose that three or four Bills are introduced 
by different non-official members in this House and they may all aim at 
amending the Bengal Tenancy Act; so that all those Bills are before the 
House simultaneously. So long as the provisions of one Bill do not conflict 
with the provisions of another, 1 think there is no difficulty. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, in that case, namely, in the 
case of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bills, a number of them coming 
up and being passed, they relate to different sections of the main Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M ay or may not relate to different sections; may 
also relate to the same sections. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But the whole of the Calcutta Rent 
Ordinance is going to be enacted into an Act and there will also be the 
lame Act under this Ordinance Enactment Bill, the latter, however, lasting 
only six months. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But Mr. Das, what makes you assume that that 
uill which will emerge from this House and the other House and will 
ultimately receive the assent of the Governor or of the Governor-General 
will be exactly the same as the one now before the House? In this view, 
I am not prepared to discuss your point of order further. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: M ay I rise on another point of order? 
Sir, so fur as I can see, it is not a Bill ; in a Bill we are entitled to propose 
amendments, hut in the case of this Bill we are not entitled to do so, 
because the whole thing is not before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have considered that point also. You w^ould 
have been perfectly justified in putting in amenclments to the clauses of 
this Bill provided that you had also at the same time put in amendments 
for modifying the Preamble and the Title of the Bill. But I have received 
no such amendment. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; But we thought that we were not 
entitled to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No question of your thinking in that way; if you 
make a mistake, I cannot rectffj^ it. It was open to you to put in amend- 
ments for modifying the Title" and the Preamble of the Bill and you could 
also put in amendments for amending provisions of those Ordinances 

Mr. BI40Y SINGH NAHAR: Our difficulty was that the whole of the 
Ordinances was not before the House. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: They were published in ihe Gaaette. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, ttey were published in the 
Gazette in the form in which they would only have the force of the previous 
Ordinance of the Government of India and in fact the Government of India 
Ordinances are not before us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case these Ordinances were published in the 
Gazette at one time, so you should not say that they were not before the 
public 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: But, Sir, those Ordinances are the 
Government of India Ordinances 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nahar, I do not think there is anything in your 
point of order. 

Now, is there any objection to taking up the Bill for consideration? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, I oppose the consideration of 
the Bill. From the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill it appears 
that Government still think that it is neces.sary to have all these Ordinances 
which have been incorporated in the schedule. It has been pointed that 
the circumstances necessitate the promulgation of such Ordinances as u^e 
specified in the schedule to this Bill continue to exist 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is one thing I would ask. I would ask the 
movers of the amendments to move their amendments first regarding 
consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we are opposing the consideration 
of the Bill and if we succeed then the question of amendments wdll not arise 
at all 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ultimately the motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration will have to be put to vote. But when the substantive motion 
has been moved the amendments will follow and if any amendment is carried 
the motion will be put in an amended form, otherwise the original motion 
will be put to the vote. That is the proper procedure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY. Sir, I do not understand how 
after all these years of parliamentary experience these gentlemen speak like 
that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I think the main motion for 
consideration should be taken up first 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is never the practice. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: But, Sir, unless the consideration 
motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Nahar, will you just try to understand what T 
aayP When the substantive motion is moved it is always the practice to 
move amendments, if any, on the substantive motion. Then tlie amend- 
ments are put to the vote first and if the amendments are defeated then the 
original motion is put to the vote and then the House has the right to accept 
or reject it. But if all or any of the amendments are accepted the original 
motion, as amended, is put to vote and then the House has a right to accept 
or reject the motion as amended. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With regard to practice, the general 
practice is to take up the consideration motion fifst and then go on with 
the amendments. But such occasion very rarely arises. So we oppose the 
consideration of the Bill and if we fail then the amendments will come and 
it is our privilege to rise up and say that we oppose the consideration of the 
Bill. If we succeed then there uvill be no question of amendments, either 
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in select committee motion or circulation motion. When the main proposi- 
tion is before the House ^Jiat this Bill is to be considered, we have got a 
right and privilege 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you please look to rule 52 which says that 
the circulation motion or reference to select committee motion can be moved 
when the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration is moved and at 
no other time? 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, Mr. Das had already raised a 
point of order regarding the 10 Ordinances which are going to be enacted. 
His objection was to the introduction of these Orsinances. You have already 
given your ruling on that. Can he now refer to it again 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point order. Either he moves his 
amendment and he speaks on the motion itself or votes against the original 
motion. Mr. Das, will you move your amendment or you will not move it? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; I will move it. Sir I beff to move that 
the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 11)47 (as passed by the 
Assembly) be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
30th June, 1947. My submission is that the Chief Minister in one of his 
arguments said that he was struggling against time as the Ordinances were 
going to expire very soon. He was suggesting that he would come lat(‘r 
on with the different Bills embodying the provisions of the Ordinances and 
get them passed. Instead of adopting this dubious way of ruslung this 
Bill tlirough, which concerns us and in fact affects the riglits and liberties 
of the p(‘ople in various ways, I should think that the people should be given 
an opportunity of expressing their opinion on these Ordinances. The 
Government says that the provisions of the Ordinances are essential for the 
maintenance of peace and order and also for conducting the administration 
and that the Ordinances will expire on the 17th March. But, Sir, they 
could adopt a straightforward course and that would liuve been to request 
His Excellency to exercise his power under section 89 of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, to promulgate Ordinances wliicli His Excellency can 
do at any time so that if the Ordinances are promulgated by His Excellency 
ithen there will be no question of shortness of time. Sir, the Government 
can respect the wishes of the public by allowing the public to express their 
opinion on these Ordinances. They can cause them to be circulated and 
for the public express their opinion whether they have any objection to the 
enactment into law of these Ordinances. These Ordinances seriously affect 
the rights and privileges of the people of Bengal and so they should be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 
1947, and some time should be given and that time is not long. I have 
mentioned the time as the 30th June, 1947, within which time public opinion 
could be easily gathered. Among the Ordinances, the Bengal Special 
Powers Ordinance, 194G, is a very dangerous Ordinance. Under this the 
civic rights of the citizens are jeopardised; their liberty may be disturbed 
at every step and the people rendered absolutely without any means of 
redress against the arbitrary acts of the Government or their servants. 
The people can he detained; they can be imprisoned ; sent outside the province 
at any time without any reason ; they may not he allowed to hold meetings 
in public or even in private places. I view this Ordinance with grave 
concern and I think this is a matter on which the public should be asked 
to express an opinion. I cannot understand why the provisions of the 
ordinary law are not sufficient for the purpose of carrying on the adminis- 
tration. The Government nre’tdready doing things that are contemplated 
to be done under the provisions of tnese Ordiiuinces, under other laws. 
They are prohibiting the public in their attempts to hold meetings by using 
•ection 1^, Criminal Procedure Code. In certain other places, they have 
Aot down people, for example, the Hajangs of Mymensingh and in other 
places also, .they are seating on merrily with the exercise of the powers 
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luidar lirdinary laws of the land. Sir, the people are very seriously affected 
hy eaoh and every one of these Ordinances. So# it is very important that 
these Ordinances, more especially the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 
1946, should be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. With 
these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Rai Bahadur BROdENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Ordiiumces Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the Slst March, 1947. My 
friend, Mr, Dass, has already advanced sound arguments in favour of 
circulating the Bill and he has already moved his amendment and mine is 
similar to that. The Chief Minister said that he does not wish to govern 
the province by Ordinances, but really he is doing the same thing by nriug- 
ing forward this Bill embodying all the Governor’s Ordinances. These 
Ordinances were pniraulgated to control the unruly elements in the country, 
but now 1 do not know whether these Ordinances will be directed against 
the innocent and law-abiding citizens. That is the reason wdiy I wish that 
the public should give their opinion on these Ordinaiu^es, whether they are 
to continue or to end. I do not w'ish to delay the consideration of this Bill 
and so I have put the shortest date possible, namely, the 31st March, 1947, 
so that by that time we would have received public opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendments moved — 

(1) That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 

thereon by the 3()th June, 1947, and 

(2) That the Bill be circulated for the puipose of eliciting opinion 

thereon by the 31st March, 1947, 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sir, I rise to support the amendment# 
moved by my friends for circulation of the Bill. We find that this Bill 
hu.s been meant to introduce into Bengal lawdess law's and proposes to rule 
by Ordinances. What we find in this Ordinances Temporary Enactment 
Bill is a catalogue of certain Ordinances w'hich were promulgated in 1946, 
although there are some Ordinances which were in existence in the same 
form even in 1942. But, Sir, that w'as an emergent period during the 
continuation of the war when British Imperialism wanted to suppress the 
national movement and so introduced certain Ordinances. But I do not 
see wdiat reasons our Ministry has fo have those Ordinam^es still continuing, 
specially in Bengal when we are on the verge of a great transition. Do 
you think it is a sample of the future Government that we are expected to 
nave from the hands of the present Ministry or the ministerial party or ate 
we to take it that they w'ant to rule Bengal not by laws or Acts which are 
to be considered by this House, but merely by Ordinances which are to be 
thrown or forced upon us according to tlieir wish and pleasure P In the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill it has been mentioned that 
as the circumstances necessitating the promulgation of such of these 
Ordinances as are specified in the schedule to this Bill continue to exist and 
have not materially changed, it is necessary to enact the provisions of the 
Ordinances, etc., etc. May I ask, Sir, what are those circumstances accord- 
ing to the Hon’ble Minister? Are those circumstances really prevailing 
today? What are the circumstances necessitating the continued existence 
of the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance and the Civic Guards Ordinance 
today? Do the Government think that we should still continue to have 
the same type of civic guards or the same type of A.R.P. personnel or things 
like that in Calcutta or in other parts of Bengal? Do the Government 
think that theV require to have the same powers as they had under those 
Ordinances? Under one of these Ordinances the Government can arrest 
any person whom they please at their sweet will and pleasure. Why do 
they want to retain such powers at the present moment? Do circumstances 
which necessitated their promulgation still continue today? I do not think 
ao and I also do not think there 4s any necessity to enact those Ordinances 
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into Acts of this leffislature. Among such Ordnances is one called the 
Bengal Molasses Oruinances. This has been introduced to support the 
sugar industry, to support the capitalists. What is the present position r 
We find that if we go to the villages or to any towns we do not get any 
sugar and why? It is because Government have suppressed the production 
and supply of sugar or of gur which is the primary right of the citizens. 
Government have debarred them and even taken away the right of the 
people to eat sugar and gur or even to produce them in their own homes, 
and have thus created black-markets and profiteers out of these Ordinances. 
If these Ordinances were not there I am sure we could have got most of 
these things just like fountain pens which have now flooded the market, 
although there is a price control on it even now, and that they are being 
sold at much lower rates only because of their availability in larger numbers. 
So also is the case with medicines; many medicines are coming to Calcutta 
but are not released because Government themselves are supporting black- 
marketing and profiteering, all for the purpose of consolidating their party 
or for keeping their own party intact. If all these Ordinances under this 
Bill become law then I am sure people will curse you and not allow you to 
go on in this fashion or to rule by Ordinance. They want to be ruled bv 
their own representatives and not by j'our whims "and pleasures. With 
these words I support the motion for circulation. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, in rising to support the circulation of the Bill 
I would mention several points. A few of these points have already been 
mentioned by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and Mr. Nahar and which were 
practically supported by you although you subsequently ruled the point out 
of order. We have not before us the provisions of the Ordinances which 
are now to form part of this Bill. The names of the Ordinances are simply 
put down in a schedule which you want to rush through in a day’s time, 
Decause the Chief Minister knows that even ii we oppose it, he will be able 
to carry it through with his brute majority. I think, Sir, these Ordinances 
should not' he enacted when the war is over. We do not think that these 
are necessary any longer. Why then the Bill is being rushed through? 
Is it merely done to crush the movement of the people of Bengal to rise up 
to a man to demand of the Muslim League in Bengal either to join the Centre 
with a unified Indian Government or divide it into two sections, East and 
W^est, and also to further their petty interests? But the people as a whole 
cannot be cowed down and your Ordinances will be of no avail. In spite 
of your Ordinances, in spite of your control, there is black-marketing 
rampant in the province and there are all sorts of lawless activities and we 
all know that tliese cannot be overcome by merely promulgating Ordinances 
Then, Sir, the Ordinances are not before us. You have overruled the point 
of order of Mr. Dus on the ground that they were published in the gazette 
and that we members of the Opposition have not had the opportunity of 
placing our amendments in time on each and every section of tlie Ordinances 
so that we could bring them under discussion before the House. Sir, you 
yourself were at first doubtful about its legality, hut then you corrected, if 
1 could understand you alright, and said that we could have submitted 
amendments on the title and preamble of the Bill. Unfortunately we did 
not do it. We did not think it would be necessary because we thought and 
we still think that the Bill moved was out of order, but you ruled that we 
could have submitted the amendments to the title and preamahle. So we 
were not allowed to clear the picture 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have misunderstood my point Mr. Roy. You 
could have put amendments mx the clauses of the Bill provided you also 

f ave notice of amendment to* the preamble and title of the Bill. But you 
ave not done so 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Because we have not done it, you have surrendered 
your right. 
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Mr* (PRESIDENT: There is no question of surrendering my right. It 
was your right to move amendments and you did not exercise that right. 
So it is your mistake. 

Mr. EIREN ROY: Yes, Sir, we accept your ruling. But what I was 
trying to explain is that our rights have been overridden and these Ordinances 
have been brought before the House in an illegal way to rush them through 
and pass them in a day. We know that the brute majority of the present 
Ministry can stifle us down now. (Mr. BtfOY Sincih Nahar: Not for 
long.) Yes. But I ask, Sir, is it necessary to hame these Ordinances nowP 
Can you show me why is it necessary to have the civic guards? 
Government have police and the military. Why then is it necessary to 
have the civic guards.^ These civic guards do not do anything. They, on 
the other hand, are helping the black-marketeers. They were even found 
.to steal telephone and telegraphic wire which they were a.sked to guard. 
It is a fact. So I do not think this Ordinance is necessary now. 

Then the next one is about molasses. Mr, Nahar has stated that the 
villagers are being deprived of their only sweets — the nmnufacture of (/wr. 
Next one is Drug Control. I do not think that Drug Control is necessary 
at all. We are on the Drug Control Committee. We wanted that it sliould 
be withdrawn completely. I do not know on what basis this has come up 
again in the form of an Ordinance. Drug control was necessary to prevent 
quinine and other things during the war going underground. It would be 
silly if foreign drugs are now sought to be controlled, because foreigners 
will be very much interested in bringing their stuff in the markets now. 
We need drugs keenly and we do not want to stop its flow. Of course if it 
is only to give some shops to the members of the Government party, that i.s 
a different thing altogether. Mr. Nahar has spoken about tlie fountain 
pen. They are now being sold at below the controlled rates. 

About the Calcutta Kent Ordinance, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has 
already explained that there will be repealing clauses in the Ordinance. 
Now, we have already passed some amendments of the Calcutta Rent Control 
Bill, but this Ordinance will he passed today. Then the Bengal Consumer 
Goods Control Ordim^nce, 1940. Everybody here, even the Governnent 
party, would agree with me that any consumer good which has come under 
the control of this Government has vanished from the market and a more 
clearer picture vriil be available if we look to the fact that within three days 
of decontrol mustard oil which disappeared altogether from the market has 
appeared in large quantities. You can at least purchase the mustard oil 
whatever may be the price. So, I say no further Ordinance is necessary. 
Do not try to rule by the Ordinances. After all June, 1948, is the date line 
— after that perhaps you will not be here or we may not be here or none of 
us will be here. All your Ordinances wull be swept away by the people. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. I shall first nut Mr. Das’s amend- 
ment. If that is carried Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra’s amend- 
ment will not then arise. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1947. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result; — 

AYES->«. 

Rai Bahadur Jafandra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biran Ray. 

Mr. Biawanath Ray. 

Mr. Patlnun Ray. 


Mr. LaJit Chandra Oaa. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Oat. 

Mr. Bafith Chandra ilana. 

Ral Bahadur Bralandra Mahan Maltra. 
Mr. BIliy Bhifh Nahar. 
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Moes-4f. 

Kh«i Batiadiir A. M. Slialioeciiil Haqiiti 
Mr. Q. J. K. Hook. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Salyod Muaizaimidciiii 


Mr. Niir AfimMl. 

Mr. Sultofiuddln Ahmod. 
flol Bahodur Ofilrandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raaluddln BHulya. 

Mr. L. P. 8. Bourna. 

Kkan Bahadur Syad Abdur Raihid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moarzam Hoaain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syad Fazia Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. 0. d. Cohan, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. 0. Doyna. 

Mri. Labanyaprobha Outta. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahl. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr, Abdul Qofran. 


Hotaln. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latm. 

Mr. Qaorga Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyaahuddin Pathan. 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlasur Rahman. 
Mr. Abdur Rathld. 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy. 

Mitt Ethal Robartton. 

Dr^ Katiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Latafat Hottaln. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Haji Md. Yutuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 32, the amendment was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 
1947. 

The motion was put and lost. 

MFi LALIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Muhammad Aziziil Haque, k.c.s.i., c.i.e., Khan Bahadur, 

^ (3) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdullah-al-Mahmud, 

(6) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr. G. J. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(10) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Sir, here are ten Ordinances before the House and we are asked first of 
all to take them into consideration outrij^ht, without a preliminary 
examination of their provisions, Instead of bringing this Bill for considera- 
tion before the Houvse, the Ministry should have followed another course. 
As I pointed out while speaking on my circulation motion they should have 
asked His Excellency the Governor to promulgate all these Ordinances 
under sections 88 and 89 of the Government of India Act, 1935. Sir, these 
Ordinances affect the lives of the people of the country very seriously. We, 
Uierefore, think it to be just and proper that all these ten Ordinances should 
be placed before a Select Committee of the House for examining its 
provisions and to see how those provisions can be modified to suit the 
circumstances of the country peevailing at present. If they are so examined 
it will be found that most of 4he provisions will not be necessary at all or, 
even if necessary, they could he easily modified. When you lump together 
ten different Ordinances to be enacted into one law that is a huge joke^ 
That is a joke upon the members of the House. But 'if it is not a joke 
perpetrated upon the members of the Council, this House should insist that 



TEMPORABT ENACTMENT BILL. 


^1 


1M7.| 

a committee of its own should examine the provisions of the Bill just to 
see how far the provisions will suit the present condition of the province, 
how far it is necessary for the good administration and what modification 
can be made to improve it. So unless you go through each and every -one 
of the Ordinances in detail you will not be able to say what modifications 
are necessary and what improvement can be made. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be referred to u 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Sulirawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Mulianiinad Azizul Haque, k.c.s.i., c.i.e., Khan Bahadur, 

(3) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Bashid Chowdhury. 

(0) Khan Bahadur Abdullah-al-Mahmud, 

(b) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7 1 Bai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr. G. r. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(Kh Mr. Heinendra Kumar Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their rep(U‘t by the 30th June, 1947, and tliat 
the nuinher of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall he four. 

Mr, Nahar. will y(»u move your amendment? 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Yes, Sir. I beg to move that the Bill 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’hle Mr. II. S. Snhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Mr, Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. i>. -I. (ohen, 

(4) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(o) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(b) Mr. Hamidiii Hiiq Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Yousuf, 

(8) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzern ITossain, 

(9) Mr. Bi.swanath Roy, 

(10) Mr. Lai it Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 2lHt March, 1947, and ihai 
the number of members whose preseiu'e shall Ik* neeesHar> to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Sir, I have already pointed out that this Bill attempts to curtail the 
civil liberty of the people of this province. This is a most dangerous 
procedure that has been introduced in this Bill. We find, Sir, that 10 
Ordinances have been placed into one Bill and the Hon’ble Minister wants 
to rush it through in this fashion In many of the provisions of tJn^ 
Ordinances we find there are discrejnincies and there should be substantial 
changes not only here and there but in many places. I would cite one or 
two instances, namely, the Calcutta Rent Control Order. In tins House 
we discussed that it should be allowed that a tenant can sublet and for 
i «tibl©ttiiig there would be no ejectment. But under the Ordinances for 
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giibletting there can be ejectment. So it will be seen that it is self- 
contradictory and you are pushing through these Ordinances. So it is 
proper that the provisions should be considered in a select committee to find 
out^what changes are necessarj*, what should be the shape of these 
Ordinances. Then, Sir, with regard to another Ordinance, namely, the 
Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, there are schedules of various 
articles and I am sure that even the Minister in charge and the members 
of the Government Benches will agree with me that there are many articles 
which should be removed from the schedule and which do not require any 
control at all. I have already pointed out about fountain pens. There are 
many other articles which do not require any further control. For example, 
you will find plenty of American goods, pencils, combs and other articles 
are being sold at a very cheap price. Does the Hon’ble Minister think that 
they require control? I do not think so. So we should go into details. I 
have put very short time for submitting the re])ort of the Select Committee. 
If you do not go into details and have the 10 Ordinances as they are, it 

would be some sort of biwle.ss law — a black law. This is most dangerous. 

The Hon’ble Minister may think that be can get it passed tfirough sheer 
majority. But I must say that it will have such tremendous effect upon 
the people of the province that they will not remain as they are now. You 
will have to face terrible things if you w^ant to rule by the Ordinances. 
The days of rule by Ordinances are gone with the days of the British 
Imperialism. We should now consider wdmt is really beneficial to the 

people. These things can be considered in a select committee if the 

Government really means business. 1 do not know whether our friend 
Hon’ble Mr. Sulirawardy will agree to tliis. It he agrees to this amendment 
really be will serve tlie people. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee convsisting of : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Sulirawardy, Minister in charge of tin* 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(4) Mr. C, E. Clarke, 

(5) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(G) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf,. 

(8) Mr. Chaudrury Moazzem Hossein, 

(9) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(10^ Mr. Ijalit Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 21st March, 1947. and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The Hoii;hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I oppose the two motions. 
I have specific ground for opposing the motion of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
wliicb does not apply to the motion of Mr. Nahar. Mr. Das has included 
several non-existent members of this House in his list of members of the 
Select Committee. There ij^no member, Sir, of this House who is known 
as Sir Md. Azizul Haque, jc.c.s.i., Khan Bahadur. Again there is no 
member known as Khan Bahadur A. M. Sbahoodul Haque or Khan Bahadur 
Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. Nor is there a member known as Khan 
Bahadur Abdullah-al-Mahmud in this House. Speaking generally a« well, 
this House will have an opportunity of considering the provisions of the 
Bill in the form of separate Acts and there they could put iu as many 
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amenjmeiits as they liked. Mr. Nahar continuously harping on the theme 
that dheae Ordinances are lawless Acts and lawless Ordinances and so on, 
hut at the same time looking through the list ol amendments I find that 
he has attempted to introduce certain of the Ordinances within the schedule 
which he thinks ought to be inserted therein. 1 believe there is a certain 
amount of contradiction in the attitude taken up by him. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Order, order. I will put Mr. Lalit Chandra Uas’s 
amendment first and if that is carried then Mr. Nahar’s amendment will 
not arise. 


The question before the House is that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hou'ble Mr. H. S. Suhruwardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, K.c.s.r., r.i.E., Khan Bahadur, 

(d) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Ahdur Rashid ('howdhury, 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdu!lah-al-Mahmud, 

(G) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7) llai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr, G. J. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanohish, 

(10) Mr. Hemeudra Kumar Das, and 

(11 ) the mover, 

with instructions to submit tlieir report by the dOth June, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose prestuice >hall be ne<;essiiry to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The c^uestion was put and a division demanded. When tlj(* boll hud 
ceased ringing and before I he Hou>e divided the (jii(‘Htion was again put 
and the President declared that tlie Noes had i( ami proceede<l to pul the 
next amendment to vote. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We ha<] already demanded a division, 
Sir, and so the House should divide on this issue. 

The Hon’ble Mr; H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 understand. Sir, th.i( the 
rule is that an honourable member should use in his seat and demand a 
division if lie wishes to call a division. He did not rise in his seat when 
the question was put to vote after the hell had ceased ringing. He was 
simply swaying in his seat mumbling sfunetbing. I think the honourable 
member is out of order iu demumling a division now when the amendment 
had already been declared lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case I did not observe any member stand up 
and demand a division or if at all any member stood up he did not cat(di 
my eye. There must be some amount of misunderstanding. Any how, 
Mr. Das, the other amendment is coming up and you may have your division. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We will certainly rise up and stand and 
ask for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill he 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 
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(4) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath R&/, 

(6) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(8) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein, 

(9) Mr. Biswauath Roy, 

(10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 
(llj the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report bv the 21st March, 1947, and lliat 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result:— 

AYE»— «. 


Mr. Lillt Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Dat. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. BIloy Singh Nahar. ^ 


Mr. At»dulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Syad Badrudduja. « 

Ral Bahadur Ohirandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhulya. 

Mr. L. P. 8. Bourna. 

Khan Bahadur Syad Abdur RStld 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moauam Huasaln. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syad Fazia Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yutuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyna. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahl. 

Ayes being 9 and the Noes 35, f 

PRESIDENT: The question 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bil 
taken into consideration. 


Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Bitwanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

t— 35 . 

The Hon'bia Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haqua. 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Tha Hon'bia Mr. Saiyad Muazzamuddln 
Hotain. 

Mr. Latafat Hotsain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Georga Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyatuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethal Robertson. 

Dr. Katiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. TauAq. 

HaJi Md. Yusuf. 

? motjon was lost. 

before the House is that the Bengal 
I, 1947, as passed by the Assemlily be 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 would hke to oppose tile coiisidera- 
lion of the Bill. Tliere are two sets cd amendments, om* st‘t on the original 
motion and the other set on the clauses. But we are now concerned with 
the main motion before the House 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das. are \ou now speaking on the main motion ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it seems to me that 1 
have to point out the parliamentary procedure to the honourable member 
who as a veteran ought to know’ better. Sir, these amendments are moved 
and if anybody de8ire.s to speak generally on the motion he is permitted to 
do 80, but once the amendments have been voted down there is nothing 
before the House excepting tHe main motion itselt. The honourable member 
should have taken the earliest opportunity to make general observations 
against the motion. When he has not done so, 1 do not think that he can 
at every stage get up and try and make speeches. I am not saying that 
he has not the ri^ht. 1 am only pointing out the usual practice in this 
House as well as in |jlie other House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not usual practice, it is true. But as 
you have the right to reply on the main motion I must allow the honourable 
members to speak on the main motion if they want to do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 would like to speak on this 
motion. I oppose the consideration of this motion that ‘‘.this Bill be taken 
into consideration”. Sir, it would appear that the Government are trying 
to enact 10 Ordinances by one omnibus Bill. The House has to consider 
them. May I enquire from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister whether we are 
free to consider all these 10 Ordinances? There is no provision in this Bill 
like that. Practically there is nothing before the honourable members to 
consider. It will be said “well, the Ordinances were actually published 
and the members are expected to know what the provisions of these 
Ordinances are’’. This is one way of meeting the ditiiculty. The other 
way is to properly put all the provLsions of all the Ordinances in the form 
of a Bill or Bills and then ask the House to consider them. That has not 
been done in this case. Theretore the House is in a very great difficulty 
so far as this question of the consideration of these Ordinances is concerned. 
Some ol these Ordinances are not at all necessary to be enacted into land. 
The emergency is over. The Ordinances ceased to be effective since the 
time declaration of emergency was withdrawn. The present Government 
have given a colouring to the situation w'hieh is not as they depict it to be. 
May I give a picture of the Ordinances? A little reflection will show that 
they are not actually necessary under the present circumstances. Sir, the 
civic guards are not necessary now. Their work is being curried on by the 
police and the military and they are now’- a burden on the administration. 
At no time, thev were useful, ^he sooner these civic guards go the hetier 
it will be for all concerned and for the financial position of Bengal. The 
next thing that comes in. Sir, is the Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 
l!M(i. Why should the molasses he controlled now'? Once these are 
decontrolled the people w'ill be in a position to obtain the molasses more 
freely than now and the poor peasant and labourers will get their tobaco 
at much less cost. This control, if at all there’ be any advantage in it, is 
only to enable some of the supporters of Government to obtain permits for 
molasses and by selling tlie molasses to earn money. But so far as the 
convenience of the public is concerned this control should go and if this 
goes there whll be free competition of traders in importing and selling these 
inola.sses at prices witliin the easy reach of the poor. Then comes the 
Bengal Drugs Control ('ontinuance Ordinance, 1940. Tliis may la* considiT- 
ed necessary by the administration, but in our view it is absolutely 
unnecessary. If this control is taken away drugs will be freely coming 
into the market and the firice al.so will be within reach of those wdio are 
urgently in need of medicines at a moderate price. Now, Sir, in spite of 
the control, the diugs are sold at such iiigh prices that not even well-to-do 
patients can afford to purchase them in spite of their being badly in need 
of such medicines. The prices are really be>ond their purchasing power. 
If the drugs are freely allowed to come in, the position w’ould be far easier. 
Then comes the Calcutta Kent Ordiimiice, J94b. It is surprising, Sir, that 
the Government by saying what they intend to do hereafter in the Assembly 
when our Calcutta Rent Bill is pas.sed by this House try to escape from a 
difficulty which I pointed out, namely, that this Calcutta Kent Ordinance, 
when enacted, would conflict with the position, namely, that the Calcutta 
Rent Bill is before this House and we are in seizin of it long before this 
Bill was introduced in the Assembly. Sir, it will appear that the lease of 
life of this Ordinance, when enacted into law’, will be 6 months which cun 
be extended by another 6 months bv a notification. This provision is in 
direct conflict with what w^e did in tbe case of the Calcutta Rent Bill. In 
it we filed three years as its lease of life and gave power to the Govern- 
ment to extend it by another three years. Here, Sir, the whole thing that 
is now being done is in direct conflict with what we have already done and, 
therefore, Sir, all the members oPthis House should sti|)ngiy protest against 
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any attempt made by the Governmenf^^o enact this Calcutta Bent Ordinano 
into law. Then, Sir, comes the Bengal# Special Powers Ordinance, 1946 
This is a most important matter. Sir, this House should consider i 
ieriously. It is a queer position, Sir, that the Muslim League Party ti 
which this Ministry belongs protested against the Punjab Public Security 
Ordinance and they protested so very v^emently that they invited th( 
Hindus and the Sikhs to join with them as their campaign was really 
against the Government which were putting obstacles, according to theni 
in the way of the civil liberties of the people. Now^ here we find a verj 
contradictory position taken up by the Muslim League Government, th( 
Government of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. There the Muslim League 
Party actually fought the Punjab Public Security Ordinance; they foughi 
for their rights of taking out processions and also for their right of holding 
meetings and they invited all others to give their support to the campaign 
because they were fighting for the restoration of the civil rights and in 
this, Sir, in their attempt in the Punjab, several of the noted Muslim League 
Leaders went to jail. Here the position is quite the reverse. Look at the 
Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 194G, which they want to enact. Tin 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is really trying to do an act wdiich the Muslim 
League Party as a whole in the other provinces of India are directly against 
Here he is taking power in his own hands to inteifere with the civil libertie^ 
of the people; it is such a bad law. Sir, that I am amazed that it has been 
put in along with the other Ordinances which are of quite another descrip- 
tion. - 

Here is an Ordinance which is going to interfere with the ordinal} 
freedom of speech, freedom of association, with the ireedom ot holding 
meetings and with all other things tliut we value most. Here, in thij* 
Ordinance the police has been given e\traoriIinarv j)owers, to unnecessarily 
detain people, to interfere with their liberties, to intern them, to extern 
them, and, in short, to do whatever they think riglit and proper. It it- 
really a thing which no democratic or civilized Oovenimeut can countenance 
in any shape or form. That is one fact about these circumstances which 
1 place before the House and of which tlu' Bengal Premier ouglit to take 
due note of, but of which be seems not to be n'ally (‘ognizant— - 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Yes, go on, Mr. Das. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 was waiting for the Chief Minister to 
finish his business with you, Sir, and to get hack to his seat. I want to 
say to him that now has arisen a situation which has quite altered the face 
of the country and liere is a sitiiatinn in which the Premier, as also the 
bead of the Muslim League party, slmiild not take advantage ot, by enacting 
tbe Bengal Special Powers Ordinance into law. 1 ask him to look at the 
position that a great change is ahead. The Britisli Oovernmeiit has already 
notified that they are going to qiiit India at the latest in June, 1948. In 
making that announcement His Majesty's Government through Mr. Attlee 
also proclaimed tiiat power ma} bo Iranslerred to tbe ('entral Government 
or if occasion arose it might also be transferred to Provincial Governments 
or in some other areas according as they think fit and proper. Sir, there 
is a great danger ahead of Bengal. The danger is lliat power may be 
transferred to the Muslim League Government which is a communal Govern- 
ment antagonished to other elements of Society in Bengal. Will tbe 
HoiPble Chief Minister allow us to protect against that measure? Will the 
Hon^ble Chief Minister allow us to formulate our grievances against tbe 
present Government, to takeout processions, to hold meetings, etc., to show 
what we think or what we sTant to do with regard to that declaration P Or 
will be take advantage of the Special Powers Ordinance provisions and 
apply them against us when we protest against the transference 'of power 
to the present Muslim League Government? Will he take advantage of this 
Ordinance for the purpose of thwarting us in holding meetings or stand in 
our way of demons^tiug for showing in what way powers shduld tie 
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transfotred, namely, among other thtlge, by creating Another province 
with a separate Legislature withJte Bengal in which the ndli-Jluslims may 
feel safe and in which they can find their own salvation, political, social 
and economic? That is the danger. Sir, that is where our danger lies^ 
namely, if he takes advantage of the powers under this Ordinance and tries 
his utmost to thwart us and takes awav our liberties, etc. In fact even 
before enacting this law, he is not withdrawing section 144 in Calcutta. 
It is there since August, ]94f), with the result that the people cannot freely 
take out processions and hold meetings. The present Government are 

acting in most arbitrary fashion against the civil liberties of the people 

hrhe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. 
The honourable member is not very intelligible and it is very difficult to 
follow what he i.s saying. What little T have been able to follow shows 
that he is constantly repeating not only the arguments which his colleagues 
placed before the House before hut he is repeating liis own arguments wiiieh 
he put forward in the beginning of his speech. I hope, Sir, that you will 
tr\’ to curb lii.s eulhu->iasm for repetition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, with regard to the remark made by 
the Hon’ hie fliief Minister just now, 1 may .say that while T \vas speaking 
he was attending to otlier business and was not hearing what I was saying. 
He ^was attending to other business when this particular business wuis going 
on. Sir, he has not followed my sp(‘ech as he was talking and confabulating 
wuth you. After all he is a human being and cannot attend to tw'o business 
at the same time. He certainly did not follow' my sp(*e(:h and, therefore, 
his remark is quite unjustified. Now*, Sir, as 1 was pointing out, while 
the present Government are trying to eontinue the Bengal Ordinances, they 
have found it convenient to withdraw' the Ordinances enforced in Noakhali 
and South Tippera where the situation is still very serious w'here murder 
and arson and loot are still going on. If they had retained tho.so 
Ordinances along wdth the other Bengal Ordinances, then there would have 
been some .show of impartiality on their part. But their action in with- 
drawing the Noakliali and South Tippera OrdinuiuM's shows how' partial 
they are. We on this side of the House think that the Special Security 
Ordinances for Ts^oakhali and South Tippera should hav(‘ been there because 
acts of murder and loot are going on there even now. The Hon 'hie f’hief 
Minister is showing anxiety lor continuing the Bengal Special Pow'ers 
Security Ordinance. But may ] ask why this measure shoiilfl b(‘ retained? 
Will he give us assurance that so far as the other partie.s are concerned-— 
his political opponents — he will allow them to have their civil liberty of 
taking out processions and ludding meetings? Will he give us a pledge 
that there would he no bar to our doing so? If lie does, then he would 
he showing some reason and ‘jome impartiality. Sir, this Ordinance is not 
nifressary to meet the situation arising out of the Tevaffn dispute and rising 
in Mymensirigh. The provisions of the ordinary law' that obtains in the 
country are sufficient to deal with them. 

Then, Sir, the .fut«' Mills Ordinance, I04h. Of course our European 
friends would be able to .say how' far the Ordinance is necessary. They w'ill 
be in a position to comment on it. Tlien the Bengal Criminal Law Anumd- 
ment Ordinance, 1047. T havt* already said that Ordinances like these 
curtail the civil liberties of the people and prevent them getting proper 
^trial and impertial justice. I need not go into detail. Sir, I oppose the 
""consideration of these Ordinances as put in this omnibus Bill. They 
interfere with the ordinary liberties of the people and are also intended to 
stiffle the popular agitation in tlie eotintry for redress of grievances. 

Mr. ^RESIDENT: The question l»efore the House is that the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947 (as passed by tbe Assemblv 
be taken into consideration. 

Tbe motion was put and agreed 

Mrl PRESIDENT; The Hou^ stands adjourned p.m. toniorrow. 
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Adjoiniiment. 

The Hou^4afl then adjourned till 2A^ p.m. on Tuesd^iy, the 11th March, 
1847 . 

Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 10th 
March. Ifl47. 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Sir Md. Azizul Ilaque, Khan Bahadur, 

(•‘1) Mr. Mungiuram Jaipuria, 

(4) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. dan, 

(h) Mr. Huinayuu Z. A. Kabir, 

(b) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Nugendra Nath Moholanobish, 

(0) Dr. Kuniud Sankar Ray, 

(10) Mr. ('haru Chandra Sanyal, and 

(11) Mr. Satish (Jhandra Sen. 
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BENGAL LEGISLAltVE COUNOL DEBATii» 


First Sessioiii 1947— No. 15. 


Th]^ Council met in the Lepslative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Icutta, on Tuesday, the 11th March, 1947, at 2-lo p.ui. being the fiiteentn 
y of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section G2(.^)(a) of the (joveru- 
int of India Act, 193j. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) waa 
the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions. Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chow- 
ury, 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I put the question No. G9 on 
3 behalt K It is a very important question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly not; you belong to the Opposition. Let 
me other member on the Government side put the question. 


Corruption in the Civil Supply Department. 

69. Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN (on behalf of Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur 
BShid Chowdhury): {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge ot ho Chief 
mister’s Department be pleased to state what steps the Government have 
ken or intend to take on Rowlands Committee’s Report for erudite ting 
ihery and corruption rampant among the othciuls, specially in the Civil 
ipply Department F 

(b) How many proceedings have been drawm up against such officials and 
>th what result F 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
inister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): (a) In pursuance 
recommendation contained in paragraph 22H{t} of the Report only 
small number of officers have been selected who are uutlronzed issue 
Tmits and detailed instructions have been issued concerning the ehgiliihty 
candidates for receiving permits. A confidential circular covering the 
unts mentioned in sub-paragraphs (ir), (ni) and (n;) of paragrpan 228 
IS been issued to all concerned and orders giving effect to the recommen- 
tion contained in paragraph 228(r) have also been issued. 

The Government of India, who were requested to enact legi.slation on the 
les of the recommendations contained in paragraphs 229-31 of the Report, 
'Omulgated Ordinance VI of 194G as an ad tntenrn measure. The Preven- 
5n of Corruption Bill, 1940, has been introduced in the Central Legislative 
ssembly and is now pending before that body. 

The various Service Associations were addressed on the subject of 
storation of the traditions of the public service mentioned in paragraph 233 
‘d constructive suggestions were invited. ‘The suggestions liave bt^en 
amined and Govei^iHient are considering the possibility of sotting up a 
[^•ial organisation for dealing witir bribery and corruption in the services, 
aa deUlls coocemisg this organ isotioif •I'e under examination. 
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(6) SiMe^the publication of the Rowlands Conamittee’s Report proceed- 
ings have neen drawn up against Government servants for bribery and 
If 'Corruption in 237 cases with the following results — 


Cases. 

Dismissal from service ... 89 

“Acquittal” ... 39 

Minor punishments inflicted ... 37 

The remaining 72 cases are pending. * 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Private Secretary be pleased 
to state if tliere is any such member as Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur I^hid 
Chowdhury ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: There is Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury and 
the Khan Bahadur before his name may be dropped now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But why is it printed before his‘name 
in this question ? It was objected to by the Chief Minister yesterday in 
another connection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a question which the Parliamentary 
Secretary can reply; it is not hb concern. This department has not yet 
been iniormed either officially or unofficially either by the members con- 
cerned or by the Government that all titles attached to the members of the 
Government Party should be dropped and that their names should appear 
witiiout the titles. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Chief Minister objected to the title 
Khan Bahadur .standing before his name, I mean before the name of Syed 
Abdur Rashid (diowdhury. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is neither here nor there. Will you kindly 
put your supplementary questions, if anyp 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will Government be pleased to give u.s 
the names of the small number of officers wdio have been selected and 
authorised to issue j)ermits refened to in answer (a )? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I cannot give that offhand; I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I w^ant to know whether they are all 
Muslims or whether there are non-Muslims also in that small number of 
officers. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: I have already said that I cannot give , the 
names of the officers offhand as if I could give out the names of the officers 
it could easily be made out whether all of them are Muslims or all are 
Hindus or how many Hindus and how many Muslims. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Parliamentary Secretary please 
tell us what is meant by the words “Government are considering the 
possibility of setting up a speidal organisatiim tor dealing with bribery and 
corruption in the services” towards the end of the first paragraph? Is 
there any obstacle in the wmy of setting up this organisation? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: There is no obstacle but details are under 
examination. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRAJDAS: May I take it that Government have 
already drawn up a scheme for such orgnaisation? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASl^'^Wl^n is it likely that your oonsidera' 
tion will end? 
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Mr. A 80 UL RASHID:^ That will be taken up very I cannot 

give you any target date, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Parliamentary Secretary please 
gtate how many out of the 89 men dismissed were prosecuted? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: 1 beg your pardon? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your question, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If is said tliat out of 237 cases 89 were 
dismissed. May I know whether Government prosecuted them also for 
corruption and bribery? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is, whether besides dismissing the 
Government also prosecuted them in a court of law. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: 1 want notice. I could not tell you that off- 
hand. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: With reference to answer (b) 
regarding proceedings against Government S(‘rvants, were those proseou-» 
tions drawn up departmentally or in a court of law? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; Departmentally. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Why were not they prosecuted 
in a court of law? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I want notice. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: As regards the remaining 72 
cases, they are pending, but pending where? In a court of law or in the 
department ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In the department. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When you say that out of 237 corrup- 
tion cases have been dismissed, do V)U mean to say tliat nom* of tbora 
have hei'ii jiiosecuted beloie a couit ot law? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then these 72? They also are before 
you and none ot them is lielore a law court? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: These are pending 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Parliamentary Secretary let 
us know the .sort of minor punishment inflicted upon the 37 cases? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Do you want details? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, whether a fine, or jail, or what? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In that case I would like to have notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If you want notice in every case, you 
should take time and don’t try to avoid answering questions like that. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: If you want details, I cannot give you a 
straight answer. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In that case, Sir, as the Parliamentary 
Secretary is unable to answer supplementary que.stions, the question may be 
hidd over. We want^Kl to know the nature of minor punisliraent inflicted^ 
whether it was a fine, whether it was departmental punishment, or W'hether 
they were sent to jail, and in most ftises he wants notice. That is why 
^ that this question be hekl OfCT. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, let this question be held over. 

^ Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, tlie honourable members want details. 
iLet them give notice and the details will be given. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At least in three cases he has asked for 
notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It appears that Mr. Rashid is not in possession of 
all the facts required to answer a supplementary question. ^ 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, is it ever possible for any- 
body to know all the details in connection with any question? He can 
only say that certain people were punisiied and may not be able to ^ive 
details regarding that punishment. For this purpose I submit notice should 
have to be given. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, do you want the question to be held over 
only for that information? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, in regard to other supplementary 
questions also, his answer w’as “1 want notice, 1 cannot say offhand”; and 
that is why 1 ask tliat this question be held over for proper answers to 
aupplementary questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are your other questions? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: For the moment 1 cannot tell you, Sir. 
But it is on record. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He wants information regarding community, he 
wants details of tiie minor punishments and he wants the names 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, let the question be held over 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mazumdar it is not the practice 
to get up when the Chair is addies*sing the House. So, Mr. Das, you wanted 
these details and the Parliamentaiy .Secietai> asked for notice to get these 
information. Now, it is not possible to answer ail the questions offhand. 
Are you prepared to give fresh notice? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All that 1 want to say is that the 
Hon'hle Mr. Suhrawardy is in charge of the Department and if he had said 
that he W’oiild ask for notice, 1 would have accepted it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It w’ould not have been possible even for the 
Hon’ble Minister to give details offhand. When the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary is answering the question he takes the responsibility on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, this question should be held over 
for the reason which 1 have already given. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Arising out of answer (h)^ namely, 
aince the publication of the Howland Committee’s Report proceedings have 
been drawn up. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state w'hen these 
proceedings have been drawn up? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: It is not possible to give the date when the 
proceedings have been drawn up. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Give us an idea of the time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I do not tiiink that is a question which can be 
answered offhand by any Minister. He has already asked for notice. 
Either the question should he held over or fresh notice should he given. 

^ Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This question may be held over. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: Al) right, let the question be held over. Questions 
over. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is another q^uestion — No. 68 — which was 
held over yesterday. Tlie Hon’ble Minister m charge of Commerce is 
present here and it should be answered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not find it on the agenda today. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, it was held over 
yesterday. It may be taken up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Post-war development of cottage industries in Bengal. 

68. Mr* NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 

Department of Commeree, Labour and Industries be pleased to state what 
amount has been ji Hotted for the post-war development of the cottage 
industiies in Bengal? 

(h) What are the industries which have been incduded in the post-war 
development cottage industries schemes? 

(r) How many workers will be benefited thereby? 

(d) Do the Government of Bengal propose to set up development organi- 
sation on the line of the Punjab Goveriiineut for development of cottage 
industries in Bengal? 

(e) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) and (h) 

A reierence to pages 171 to 242 of the J*ost-War R(*construction Plan of 
this Government will indicate the amount as well as tin* particulars of the 
schemes intended to tjickle and stimulate cottage industries. A copy of the 
Plan IS placed in the Library. It will be seen therefrom that apart from 
the schemes that directly aim at development of specific industries such as 
salt, silk, leather, handloom weaving, etc., there are others whicli will also 
contribute towards the development of cottage industrie.s particularly those 
intended to impart technical training and to provide for aid to industries. 

In fact, the schemes in the post-war plan have been drawn up mainly with 
the object of encouragement and development of small-scale and cottage 
industries. ^ 

(c) It is difficult to state in precise terms the actual number of workers 
who will be actually benefited. 

(d) and (c) Government have no precise information regarding the 
development organisation of the Punjab Government. I shall however 
enquire of that Government about it. This Government is having its own 
industrial policy, if it thinks that the policy adopted by any other Govern- 
ment would be helpful, Government would certainly try to benefit by it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Ari.sing out of {/;), will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government have any plan for importing exiHsrt or 
sending Indian students abroad for technical training? 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Both are being contem- 
plated. ’ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As regards the reply in (e), will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is prepared to arrange for a censui 
of the number of workers in the cottage industries mentioned in pages 171 
w 242 of the Post-War Reconstruction Plan? In the absence oi a censui 
it is difficult to know the precis^ number of workers. 
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Tbt Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government will consider 
that. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I know when the Hon’ble 
, Minister in charge of the Department of Labour, whom I see present now 
in the House, will answer the question regarding the tramway strike? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow that today. It is not on the agenda. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAIUMDAR: Sir, it is a held-over question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When was it held over? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Last week. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House did not sit last week. Well, you raise 
this question tomorrow. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I have some more supplementary questions to 
ask. I thought Mr. Mazumdar was asking some questions out of this 
question. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Well, that is not my fault. Now, let us go back 
•to the Bill. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

' The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I hog to move that in clause 2 of 
ihe Bill, the words “have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act of the 
Trovincial Legislature and shall” be deleted. 

Sir, we have already expressed our views that this side of the House 
does not want such a Bill to be enacted into law. This Bill contains series 
of Ordinances which have been jiroiuulgated and Government want to 
continue tliem for some time more. It would he better if we could have 
deleted the words “have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act of the 
Provincial Legislature and shall”. The Ordinances are not before us only 
the names are before us. We are unable to consider the different a.speet8 
of the Ordinances clause by clause. It would he prudent, theiefore, Sir, 
that the Bill should not have the force of the Legislature’s wishes, or that 
this Legislature has not really passed this Bill into law. If this Bill is 
passed it would he thought that the Provincial Legislature has considered 
are aspects of the Ordinances and is satisfied that these Ordinances are 
necessary at the present stage and tliat these Ordinances should continue. 
But, Sir, we have said more than once that there is no necessity of any of 
these Ordinances to ho in force. Government have already enough power 
to control the various things and why the Government should ask for the 
aanction of the Legislature to^ass these Ordinances? Sir, these Ordinances 
really were meant for the v^ar period. The war period is long over, the 
emergency of the war is long over and at this time it is most unwise to 
^ave these Ordinances enacted into law as if the Ordinances had been 
Approved by tlie Provincial Legislature. Therefore, Sir, I move that these 
unes be deleted. 
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Mr. raESipENT: Order, ordJr. Amendment moved that in clause 2 
of the Bill, the words ‘*have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act 
of the Proyincial Legislature and shall” be deleted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Sir, I would like to support this amend- 
ment. This portion of the statement in clause 2 of the Bill brings the cat 
out of the bag so to say that these are really Ordinances and not an Act 
of any Legislature, Now what do they mean by this expression “as if they 
had been enacted in an Act of the Provincial Legislature” P Here we are; 
this is the Legislature and whatever law would be enacted would be enacted 
by this Legislature. When they use the expression “as if they had been 
enacted in an Act of the Legislature” it shows, as a matter of fact, that it 
is not really a law, it is not a Bill, a draft of a proposed law but really an 
Ordinance. This expression is to be found in section 88 of tlie Govern- 
ment of India Act when an Ordinance is promulgated by the (Governor 
during the recess of the Legislature. In sub-clause (2) of section 88 of 
the Government of India Act we find this expression “An Ordinance 
promulgated under this section shall have the same force and effect as an 
Act of the Provincial Legislature”. Now, Sir, this ex])ression can be used 
by His Excellency the Governor for promulgating an Ordinance. But how 
such an expression comes in when the provisions of the Ordinances are 
before this House for the purpose of enactment as a law'. These words are 
redundant and they slioulo be scrapped. With these w’ords 1 support the 
amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the utility of these words 
is self-evident. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 2 of the Bill, the w’ords “have effect as if they had been 
tmacted in an Act of the Provincial la'gislature and shall” b<* delet(‘d. 

The question was jiut and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYE&— 9. 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahtr, 

Ral Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. BIran Roy. 

Mr. Biiwanath Roy. 

NOES— 27. 


Mr. Laiif cnanara uas. 

Mr. Hemondra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brotendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reaiuddin Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Oatta. 

^be Non'ble Mr, Abdul Gofran, 


Mr. A. M. Shahoodui Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Ho&sain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Or. Kasimuddin Talukdar. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 27 the amendment w’as lost. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: I heir to move that in clause 2 of the 
bll, for the words “six months” in line 4, the words “three months” be 
ubstituted. 

. Sir, this Bill has been introduced for the purpose of having its life for 
IT months more. The time factor is a very essential thing. There may 
emergency in future; but there is no emergency at present. Still the 
'ovemment want these Ordinances*!© continue for six months more. What 
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is the motive behind it ? Do I take it within six months the emergencj 
period will be over or in the period of the next six months they will be abh 
to have these Ordinances enacted into proper Acts? I do not think thal 
tilt* idea behind it is to enact these Ordinances into law within the next sb 
months, because the Government know that there is no necessity for these 
Ordinances to continue: at least within the next six months they will noi 
be alile to have these Ordinances enacted into law. Now, Sir, the question 
is how Jong this rule of Ordinance should continue? If the Government 
really want to continue the rule of Ordinances it will be a dangerous thing. 
Ordinance is a thing which is very seldom used in any province or by any 
Government and is only used to meet a very serious situation. Really 
people want that they should be governed by such laws under w’hich they 
can live happily without any interference by the Government. Govern- 
nient now interferes at every stage. Now, Sir, we are having more or less 
much easier time than we had during the last few years. So, this rule by 
Ordinances should not continue any lon^r. So, I have put 3 months instead 
ol (i months. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the words “six months” in line 4, the words “three months” be substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 rise to support this amendment. 
Th is Ministry calls itself a popular Ministiy. Is that the reason why they 
want to introduce 10 Ordinances by which to control us in different ways. 
Sir, we are passing through a period in which it is absolutely necessary that 
all restrii'tions on our civil libeiti<‘s should be removed and controls regard- 
ing our food and drugs should also be removed. We know bv our experience 
how the mustard oil has flooded the maiket as soon as tlie control was 
removed from it. Such will be the case in respect of drugs and consumers’ 
goods also. I can say, Sir, that immediately alter tin* controls are removed 
the markets will he ffooded with these things. Then, Sir, with respect to 
the civil liberties, we know that we are still having section 144 imposed 
upon Calcutta from Kith August since the Muslim League started “Direct 
Action”. The r(‘sult is that we cannot take out any procession. Now by 
Special Powers Ordinance the Government w'ant to ban meetings even in 
private houses. We think, Sir, the sooner the controls are withdrawn the 
better for us all concerned. With these words, Sir, I support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it is hoped that within 
a period of (i months the provisions of these various Ordinances now proposed 
to be enacted into law will he placed on the Statute book through separate 
Bills. If w’e were satisfied that w’e w'ould have time and that the Opposition 
W’ould be reasonable enough to accept these Bills without delay and without 
obstruction, we might have been able to reduce the period but as w^e are not 
certain of this, for we are to pass as many as 10 Ordinances, we have there- 
fore put in a period of G months. For that reason we have taken a further 
(I months in ca.se owTng to any difficulties we are not able to complete our 
work w'ithin the first six months and because there ought not to be any 
hiatuses. Can Mr. Lalit Chandra Das guarantee that controls will be 
removed by the Government of India wdthin G months or an year? After 
all, the controls we have put have been necesvsitated by the controls imposed 
\ipon us bv the Government of India. Everybody know^s that. The Govern- 
ment of India has removed the control ever mustard oil. We had been 
mi'viiig the Government of India for a considerable time to remove the 
control ever the mu.sturd oil in conferences after conferences. We have 
foitunately now succeeded. The whole question of controls depends on the 
Government of India’s controlling the various things. And we have got 
to keep the Control Orders '^n here as well in respect of most of these 
subjects. Sir, the period of 6 months at the beginning and G months there- 
after is reasonable. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “six months” in line 4, the words “three months’ 
he substituted. 
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The ques^on was put and a^division taken with the following result: — 

AYES-e. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oat. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Dai. 

Mr. Banlilm Chandra Outta. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maltra. 


Mr. BIJoy Bfngh Nahar. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Bltwanath Roy. 

Mr. Birandra Klihara Ray Clitwdliiiry. 


NOE8~30. 


Mr. Abdufla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Syad Badrudduza. 

Ral Bahadur Ohirandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syad Abdur Raihid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzam Hocsain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Al'dul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syad Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Oatta. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazat Ellahl. 


The Hon’bla Mr. Abdul Oof ran. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haqua. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon'bia Mr. Salyad Muazzamuddifi 
Hot&aln. 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyaiuddin Pathan. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Dr, Kasimuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Mu. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being \) and Noes 30 the motion was lowst. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that the j)rnviso to 
clause 2 of the Bill be omitted. 


Sir, the proviso to clause 2 of the Bill runs as follows: — “IVovided that 
'the Provincial Government may by notification in the official Gazette, direct 
itbat the provisions of any of the Ordinances specified in the S(diedul(‘ shall 
continue in operation for a further period not exceeding six months if in tlie 
opinion of the Provincial Government it is necessary in the public interest 
so to do.” 


Sir, a direction may come from the Central Government upon the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister of the Government of Bengal not to withhold contiol and he 
will only be too glad to follow that suggestion and will not withhold the 
control. He will at once say that the Provincial Government consider it 
necessary to do so. And then there will he another extension for six 
months; and against this we put up an emphatic protest. It is enough that 
nile hv Ordinance should cease and that if it does not actually cease 
altogether, then it should he as short as possible. Therefore, I say that 
it may remain in force for three months and not a day sliould he extended 
for any one of these Ordinances. With these words I move my motion, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the proviso to clause 2 of 
the Bill be omitted. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I have nothing furtlier to 
add to the remarks which I have already made and which cover this amend- 
ment as well, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the proviso 
to clau.se 2 of the Bill be omitted. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8-0. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Dat. 

Mr. Baidiim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satiah Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Br«|andra Mahan Maitia. 


Mr. BIlay BIngh Nahar. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Bltwanath Ray. 

Mr. BIrtadra Klahart Roy Ohandliiry. 
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NOE8-<-2t. i 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodui Haqiia. 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon'blo Mr. 8aiyad Muazzamuddln 


Mr. ADdulla-ahMahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Ral Bahadur Ohfrendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Realuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rathid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hotaaln. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur A^dul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. «l. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Oatta. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

The Hon’bla Mr. Abdul Qofran, 


Hossain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoataln. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 
Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Dr. Kaiimuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib MauivI Wahiduzzaman. 
Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 28 the motion was lost. 


Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso 
to clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the 
words “three months” be substituted. 

^Sir, I have stated my reasons before that we do not want to give the 
Government so long a latitude for full one year to continue these Ordinances. 
I need not add anything more to it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Amendnu ‘lit moved that in the proviso to clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the words “three 
months” be substituted. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have nothing more to 
add to what 1 have already stated. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The oueslion before the House is that in the proviso 
to clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the 
words “three months” be substituted. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The question before the House is that clause 2 
fltand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Schedule. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT. The Schedule stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. Das, you move your amendment and Mr. Nahar may speak on it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 beg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following he deleted, namely: — 

“194(1 II — the Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 194(1. 

Now, Sir, this Ordinance should not have found a place in the Schedule. 
It is not at all necessary. It is an unnecessary burden on the finances of 
Bengal, Some of the civic guards are not even of ordinary honesty and 
some of tliem were even found stealing wires and other things. In fact, 
Sir, the duties that are assigned to the civic guards often times correspond 
to the works which are done by the police and (he military as well as the 
chf/ntk'idors and others. The civic guards are absolutely unnecessary and if 
they are uboli.shed so much the better for all concerned and also for our 
finances. As to Collective FiiTes Continuance Ordinance I should say that 
it is also unnecessary. In the Police Act there is provision for imposition 
of collective fines whenever necessary and so far as this Ordinance is con- 
cerned it is out of time 1 should say. The present atmosphere in the 
province does not require the continuance of this Ordinance. With theao 
words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House, 
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llr.^PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Schedule of the Bill, 
the following be deleted, namely : — 

**1946 II... The Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 1946”. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to support the amendraeni 
that has been moved by my friend, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. This Bengal 
Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuanne Ordinance, 1946, was 
introduced at a time when* the war was going on and the Government 
required the help of the people of the different localities in organising the 
safety and defence of the country. Sir, this was an emergency measure. 
This Ordinance was first promulgated in 1940 and this Ordinance of 1946, 
under discussion now, followed suit and gives powers to the District 
Magistrate in a district or the Commissioner of rolice in a Presidency 
Town, as the case may be, to constitute a body to be called the civic guards 
fthe members of which shall discharge such functions in relation to the 
protection of persons, the security of property or the public safety us may 
be assigned to them in accordance with the provisions of the Ordinance and 
the rules made thereunder. Sir, for these reasons this Ordinance wt^ 
promulgated at that time. That was an emergency and the Government 
wanted to defend the country by the people of the country at that time. 
There is no such emergency now which necessitates the continuance of 
such civic guards. We know that these civic guards were discontinued — 
that is at least what I know of — but why again \ou want to have those 
civic guards? What is the motive behind your action? AVe know also, 
Sir, that at that time the Collective Fines Ordinance was promulgated, and 
that was promulgated when the famous August 194*2 Movement was started 
by the Congress, There was nothing before that. That was meant to 
suppress tlie national movement of the people of the count ry. Sir, rlo the 
Government still insist that that type of Ordinance should continue? 
During the riots collective fines were imjiosed and yiui liav(‘ aniph» powers 
to impose collective fines if such an emergency arises again hut tliere is no 
such emergency now. Then, Sir, it is mentioned that this Civic Guards 
Ordinance extends to the whole of Bengal. Do you want to organise civic 
guards throughout Bengal at the expense of Bengal’s Kxchcqiu'r or do you 
waint to have a dummy show' only m Calcutta? Chief Minister has not 
explained that when lie moved for consideration of the Bill, did not exulain 
w'hat is his intention in keeping these civic guards still in Bengal. Several 
examples can he cited to show' w'hat kind ot people these civic guards are 
and what they have done by way of theft, etc. As regards their status they 
are more or less in the category of ordinary constables and they were select- 
ed from out of the people who had practically no work to do and they joined 
the civic guards and the result was that many of them had to he pro,seeut<»d 
for various offences inclu<ling theft of articles which they w’eie ask(‘d to 
guard and to see that nothing untoward and disorderly happened to them. 
Sir, this is the type of people who were seleet(‘d to he inernhers of llie civic 
guards. The civic guards of that time were dfiiiig rather various .sorts of 
injury to the public at least in Calcutta in their own locality; they were 
behaving as if they themselves w'ore the Government and coniinitb^d various 
zoo} inns which w’cre brouglit to the notice of the (ioverniiieni at that tinn?. 
It was rather a happy augury wdien the civic guards were discharged and 
the people of the locality were saved from terror of them. Do the Govern- 
ment, does the Ilon’hle Chief Minister, the so-called popular Chief Minister, 
still want these civic guards to continue in cities, villages or throughotlt 
Bengal, just to terrorise people and hold them in awe, and to behave as if 
they were the’ Government? Does the Chief Minister want to have these 
civic guards to maintain his power or to have in them an extra police force 
or military force to protect his own or his party’s intere.sts? We all know 
that the Britishers are quitting India next June, that is, in Juno IfMS. 
Does our present Ministry mean to make over this province to the tender 
mercies of these civic guards? I do not know. Will he kindly explain 
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why they wish to have these civic ^upds now? We find that there is no 
emergency at the moment and there is no war also; therefore there is no 
necessity for any civic guards of this type. This Ordinance also empowers 
these civic guards in many places to use compulsion on the people of the 
locality to become members of the civic guards or help in various ways the 
doubtful activities of these civic guards. This is really a great hardship 
on the people of Bengal. Although at present there is no war or emergency 
yet they are asked to support the acts of omission and commission of the 
Government. The authorities in the various places are doing at their 
sweet will and pleasure various acts and now by this Act they will be doing 
further and further mischief to the people whom however they are expected 
to guard. In this way Government are forcing the province into a condi- 
tion which is unwanted and which is rather most harmful to the people of 
Bengal. With these words I support the amendment moved by my friend 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. BI8WANATH ROY: Sir, I rise to support the amendment. I 
jBnd no justification on the part of Government to introduce these Ordinances 
in the form of Bills in the present circumstances. Before entering into the 
controversial point as to whether this Ordinance should be enacted as 
common law I would like to point out that Government has done a serious 
injustice in not having this measure circulated for eliciting public opinion. 
On the other bund, Government is trying in an arbitrary and in an autocratic 
way to govern with the advantage of their brute majority and is rushing 
this Bill through this House. Sir, it will be admitted on all hands that 
emergent situation culls for emergency law, Ordinance or whatever you may 
call it. I would like to ask Goveinment to say if they consider that the 
present situation in tlie country is such as to perpetuate an Ordinance of 
this type and to enact it into common law. Surely the Government does 
not feel so weak with its ordinary and special apparatus for maintaining 
law and order, 1 may say so witli a particular eye to the budget allotment 
on this particular item, as not to be able to maintain peace and order in 
the province without having recourse to special Ordinance. The war is 
over, time is normal and every one ought to feel comfortable under ordinary 
law. 

It is a matter of regret to note that the Government is completely 
Degloeting the opinion of a very large section of people in this province. 
Within tiiis Legislature the only course left to us is to record our protest 
but outside the Legislature there is hound to be a reaction which, I am 
afraid, no power on earth can suppress. The Ministry seems to he very wise 
to rush through such legislations but I wonder whether they at all consider 
what reaction there will be outside the Legislature throughout the province. 
The situation is not at all happy and if the Government goes on in this 
fashion, people will, I am afraid, be forced to go beyond the thin line of 
toleration w’hich still hangs between inaction and dangerous reaction. 
In spite of the fact that it is a one-party Ministry, we on this side of the 
House would still appeal to the better sense and wise judgment of the 
individuals forming the Ministry not to act in such a w'ay as would 
comonly affect tlie civil liberties of all classes and communities w^hether 
they be Hindus or Moslems. 

I have been keenly observing the attitude of my honourable friends in 
the European Group too. It is liigh time that they should rise up to the 
pension when big political developments are happening in this country 
and surely they may al.so have a chance to live in this country* in peace, 
and should take a cautious mowe as not to alienate the sympathy of any 
particular section of the people in this country. I appeal to the good 
sense of the members and hope that they will support the amendment. 

Thtt Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable 
members should have no doubt observed that this is a temporary Bill, and 
when the main Bill for the continuance of the civic guards is placed before 
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the House they will have ample time and opportunity of discussing the 
question whether the civic guards should be maintained or not. I never 
realised that honourable members who desire a reign of peace and order 
should be distrustful about the civic guards. There may be some distrust- 
ful and lawless elements — I do not know — and I am sure the honourable 
members of the House do not represent those lawless elements. I wish I 
could agree with my honouiabie friends opposite that the situation in the 
country is normal. Unfortunately, it is not so and the new dispensation 
before us will I hope not set any new fire ablaze. But there are seedS 
therein of the creation of an abnormal situation. Therefore 1 do not think 
that we can lightly dispense with the services of the civic guards who did 
their best in momens of strife and stress and into which organisation we 
have been able to harness to some extent the non-ofliciul forces in the 
interest of law and order 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8S Did they help in the riots? 

The Hon*ble Mr, H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, surely they did. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, they did, in the looting in Noakhali 
and Tippeia. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order, the question before the 
House is that in the schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 
“11)40 II — The Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 1040.” 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result; — 


AYES~-9. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oat. 

Mr. hemendra Kumar Dai. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Outta. 

Mr. Satith Chandra «lana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 

Rai Bahadur ilogandra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biiwanath Roy. 

Mr. Birtndra Klthort Roy Ohowdiiury 


NOE8^22. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanutdm Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Ruhld 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choubhury Moaziem Hoisain. 

Mr. Abdui Hamid Choudhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Ciarke. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazai Eliahi. 

The Hon'bie Mr. Abdui Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Hague. 

The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Mr. Latafat Hosiain. 

Khan Sahib Mo^arak Ali Khan. 
Mr. Abdul tatif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Abdul Raihid. 

Mt. Amuiyadhone Roy. 

Miu. Ethel Roherti on, C.S.M.Q. 

Dr. Kaiimuddin Taiukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Haji Md. Yuiuf. 

the amendment was lost. 


Mr, BlilOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely; — 

“1940 III — The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 194G”. 

In the preamble of the Ordinance, a copy of which has been circulated 
to U8, we find it said that “for control of tlie production, supply and distri- 
bution of, and trade in, molasses in Beng.il” this Ordinance has been 
iniioduced, and they want to continue the control over the molasses. Sir, 
We know liow the control of the piesent Bengal Government is giving relief 
to the people. ’Sir, whenever we find control over one thing we see that the 
uiticle immediately disappears from the regular market; black-markets 
sprang up and are encouraged thereby; the prices go up ami all the slocks 
in the regular maiket vanish. In clause 3 we find it mentioned “lor main- 
taining or increasing the supply of molasses or for securing the equitable 
distribution or availability of molqsses at fair prices”, etc. Sir, we do not 
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know how far fair prices have been maintained and what is the production 
— whether the producflon is going up or going down. Sir, so far as I know 
production is going down. As a result of this control the production of 
molasses that was hein^ done previous to this Ordinance has gone down 
and that is not at all giving relief to the people. Sir, the poor people use 
these molasses in their homes for feeding their cattle, for use in their 
tamak (tobacco) which the villagers generally take. They have not got 
so much money to buy cigarettes as the people of the city could do or the 

mem hers of this House could do. They use these molasses and produce 

their own tobacco at their homes. You have controlled the production of 
these mola.SHes even at their homes. They cannot produce them until you 
^ive them licences. Sir, it has been mentioned that the Government will 
issue licences, permits or some such thing either for production or for 
storage, transport, etc. That means you are taking away the right, the 

members of tliis House could do. They use these molasses and produce 

these things at their homes from out of the sugarcane productions or the 
gur productions from which these molasses are being prepared. You have 
taken away their private rights and you are encouraging certain big 
industrialists or the persons who can go round you and dance attendance on 
you, the security permits either from you or from the district authorities 
whom they will satisfy in any manner so that they can have their permits 
and what they do after obtaining the permits. They give something accord- 
ing to the directions of the officials, they give something to the market and 
take away the rest to the black-market where t\\ey earn more n\ouey than 
fair out of this Ordinance that you have pronuilgated. Sir, 1 know, and 
many of the members on the opposite side also must be knowing, what are 
the results in the mofussil of tlie enactment of these Ordinances, and the 
continuance of these controls. On account of this control tlie people are 
handicapped and Government is in a way rather lieljiing the rise of prices 
or the disappearance of these articles from the market. Now, Sir, there is 
a provision in this Ordinance which says that they will keep a staff for 
collecting information and statistics with a view to regulation and prohibi- 
tion, etc. I know that Government always want to incieast* their staff' just 
to please tlieir supporters here and there. They want statistics out of these 
but we have never seen any such statistics being piihlished anywhere about 
these productions or about productions which were then hei'ort‘ these 
Ordinances were promulgated and at what rate they are being produced 
now. We have not seen anything of the kind, Sir. There may be a staff 
muintaiiied drawing fat salaries and feeding fat upon the poor people of this 
province. Wi' always see that our budget is in deficit and this is tlie way, 
Sir, that deficit is being caused. 

Next, Sir, we see that producers are to maintain books and those hooks 
are to he inspt'cted at any time by Government officers as they please. Sir, 
the poor village people produce their gnr and molasses at their own homes. 
Do you expect that they could ever keep their books and accounts and 
maintain cleiks for the purpose just to show them to Government’s 
Inspectors? Are these poor people who anyhow are able to produce at tlieir 
own home some quantity of f/i/r and molasses, are they expected to maintain 
a secretariat staff to keep proper hooks and accounts? AVhat will happen 
if they fail to please your officers in respect of these records? Perhaps 
they will be fined, or taken to a police-station and there will be scope for 
corruption, and many other things may happen. Therefore these Ordinances 
do not really help the country or the province in the matter of production; 
they do not give the people any impetus for more and more production 
which is required; these OrdiTlances might have been helpful (luring an 
emergency, during the war-time when Government w’anted to control their 
production and sale. But the situation is now normal and more production 
has become necessary but Government want to check such production. Do 
not the Government see that other countries outside India are flooding our 
markets with their products, while they themselves are not allowing their 
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own people to produce more and more. You wan| to control them, to 
compel them to dance attendance at your offices, pay them something and 
get permits from the Civil Supplies Department. Do you want this posS 
tion still to continue and still say that you are a popular Government and 
rule by just lawsP Is this a sample of the process by which you will rule 
Bengal in future and you want our support and co-operation P We will 
certainly refuse to co-operate with a Government which does not want this 
country to flourish or to produce more and more articles to become rich, 
and rather handicaps them and wants foreigners to send us large number 
of articles to earn as much as they can and I have a suspicion, Sir, as to 
whether they themselves do not earn something out of these things. There 
is a provision which empowers officer to search. We know. Sir, what 
happens in the course of a search. We know that the officers of the Civl 
Supply Department generally go to the h<Hs and take over tliose articles 
from the poor men in the hats armed with this Ordinance and do not allow 
them to be taken from one place to another. They harass the poor people 
by unnecessary search in their houses, entering their house only on the 
pretext that Government have the Ordinance. The Government want to 
rule by Ordinance and harass the poor people in this way. Really this sort 
of control by Ordinances takes away the inherent right of the people — the 
poor villagers — to produce their own commodities for their own use and at 
a time when we want to have our country — our Bengal — to be prosperous, 
rich and happy. We do not want that at such a time these Ordinances should 
exist to retard tl\e growth of improvement and the nroduction of commoditie| 
required by the people so hadly. Rather you should give impetus by giving 
grants to the people to enable tluun to produce these things, and hereby 
bring money to the people. With these words, Sir, I oppose the inclusion 
of this Ordinance into this Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: A mendment moved that in the schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194G 111 — The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinancp 194G”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by niy friend Mr. Nahar. To umlcrstand what rnolu.sses means, I 
would read the definition as given in the Ordinance: — 

“molasses” means (lie final resiilual by-product of factories manu- 
facturing sugar from cane, or by ndining yur, by means of vacuum 
pans, hut dries not include convmtihle molasses which are t!u' final 
residual by-product of factoiies ojieiuting on the open pan system”. 
Sir, it affects the poor men. The molasses aie used in the prejiaration of 
tobacco which is generally used by the agriculturists. This commodity is 
also used for feeding cows in order to get more milk — it increases the 
quantity of milk — the milk which is so dear now — that can be harl in plenty 
by the use of this commodity. Thrm, Sir, what wa.s an Ordinama^ ouring 
the war-time w'as repeated in September 194G and now the (iovernment seet 
to continue the same wlien there is no emergency. How they want to 
control will appear from section 3, sub-section (2), which says — “Without 
prejudice to the generality of the powers conferred by sub-section (/) an 
order made thereunder may provide — 

(a) for regulating by licences, permits or otherwise the production of 

molasses ; 

(b) for controlling the prices at which molasses may be purchased or 

80 ^ 1 ; 

(e) for regulating by licences, permits or otherwise the storage, trans- 
port, distribution, disposal, acquisition, use or consumption of 

molasses ” I need not read further. 

Tbere^are also portions as to how to control it. This only shows that instead 
of aUowing the molasses to be produced in plenty in the villages they want 



m 


TEMPOEAKT ENACTMEOT BILL, [11th Haech, 


to manage it in such a way that the people cannot have it in plenty at all. 
We tolerated all these Hardships durinjr the war but as there is no war now 
j^d also as there is no emergency there should not be any control in the 
Itlatter of molasses. 

^ With these words, Sir, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I wonder if Mr. Nahar 

will over realise that his continued and inapt references on every single 
occasion to rule hy Ordinance, war conditions, normal conditions make his 
obsoj vat ions unworthy of notice. Increase ot production or lowering of 
production oi making the country rich or Bengal rich or India rich oi Asia 
rich or the world rich and so on and so foitli. Now, Sir, molasses is not 
nijr nor is {jur molasses, neither is molasses sugar or sugar molasses. 
Molasses is nothing else but the refuse or the by-product of certain 
factories. If the honourable member will read the definition he will hud 
it out. (Mr. Lamt Ciundua Das: I have read the definition.) Not you, 
I am referring to Mr. Nahar. You have read the whole thing and so you 
have wu.sted the time of the House in citing instances which are in the 
possession of any ordinary member of this House. Now, molasses are used 
ioi the useful purpose of manufacturing spirits, methylated spirit, rectified 
spirit and spirits of other kinds and so it is necessaiy th.it the distilleries 
should be assured of the supplies of molasses. Therefore in order that this 
most iniportunt article most of which is used for medicinal puijioses is 
as.sured to the public it has been found necessary to continue in force tlie 
jhovisioiis of this Ordinance until such time as molasses are a tree commodity 
and could be moved from one part of the country to the other without 
hardship. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
in the Schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1940 111 — The Bengal Mola8.8e8 Contrbl Ordinance, 1940“. 

The question was put and division called. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: For such divisions I think three mem- 
bers liave to rise in their seats. Only one member rose this time. Thiee 
xnemhers have to rise. 


The division was taken with the follow'ing result: — 

AYES— 8. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Daa. 

Mr. hemandra Kumar Oat. 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Outta. 
Mr. Sattah Chandra Jana. 


Rat Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. Bljoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biiwanath Roy. 

NOES— 23. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mt. 8utt4nud4in Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur Syad Ahdur Ruhid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Chouuhury Moamm Hotaain. 

Khan Bahadur A idul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syad Faiia Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarkt. 

Mrt. Labanyaprobha Datta. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Faial Eilaht. 

Tha Hon'bta Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haqua. 
Mr. Latalat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. Q. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mi.kiitr|at. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhons Roy. 

Miss. Ethtl R hwtson. 

Dr. Kpiimuddin Taiukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Hail Mb* Yuauf. 


Ayes being 8 and Nck»8 23 Uio amendment was lost. 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 IV — The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 
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Sir, this Onlinance is in continuance of the Ordinances promulg^at^ by 
the Government of India under the Defence of India Act, 1939, as we 
in the preamble. The Hon'ble Chief Minister pointed out that if India* 
Government withdraw these Ordinances then he would be fflad to withdraw* 

them, but it been mentioned that under rule 81 of tlie Defence of India^ 

Rules they will cease to have eftect — (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SunKAWARDt: 

I never said any such thing). Yes, the Chief Minister had said that before, 
but it is easy to forget. Now, Sir, this Ordinance is being promulgated by 
the Provincial Government and not by the India Government. In this 
Ordinance Government want to have control not only over production but 
also over imports, wholesale or retail sale, etc. They want to control not 
only production but also the import, sale and distribution and all these by, 
this Ordinance, and I do not know why. AYe knew that the Government 

of India’s Ordinances were meant during the war lor the purpose of 

military supplies to their own military troops and that is why they gave 
these medicines the first priority for the troops. Foreign medicines as well 
as medicines produced in India, in Calcutta or in any other places, they'^’^ 
were taken by Government under their own control and they were otVered 
first to the military ant’ next th(‘ jieople of the (‘ountry. That was dining 
a war emergency and the imjienalist Government had to do all this jnst to 
save their own face. But there is no war emergency now, the war has gone 
and although the Cliiet Minister seems to think that there is an emergency 
existing now, (1 do not agree with his view') for which they should havej 
control over the production of drugs 1 do not see eye to ey(‘ with him. We*^ 
know that the chemii'al factories and the chemical industries are trying their 
hardest to produce more and more but it is the Government that is not 
allowing them to produce but is restricting them from getting articles of 
manufacture. If they do not get proper articles they cannot manufactun*, 
and if you do not give more and more licences to your ])roducerH you do not 
get more productions. You ought to give an impetus to the capitalists or 
scientists who want to jiroduce these drugs becuiLse we know that it is 
very difficult to get licence lor production ol drugs fnmi the Civil Supply 
Department. We know, Sir, how the Civil Supply J)ei)artnient is working. 
We know why they aie hami»ering the cause of those industrialists who want 
to bring the public all thc'^e articles (^Mr. Mih.ammai) Tai fiu: What about 
hlack-niarketing y ) Yes, 1 am coming to that. My Iricnd lias raised the 
})oint about black-marketing. I agree with him ami 1 can cite one or two 
instances. You all know, .Sir, that Martin and Harris is a hig firm in the 
city which imports foreign drugs. If you really mean Imsiness you should 
go and inspect their godown. If you do so, you will find a very large 
quantity of valuable drugs there which liave not been released ami there is 
every cliance that these line drugs go underground. They are not uvailahle 
to the real sufferers. But they go underground and fetch more money than 
the control price to such dealers. That is the way in which black-market- 
ing is going on by your order, and by your action you are encouraging^ 
those business people who are indulging and thriving in this sort of nefarious 
business. It is high time that the people should get the medicine they w'ant 

so badly and it is the duty of Government to see that (The Hon’ble 

Mr. H. S. Suhrawaedy: Hear, bear.) Are you short of hearing? 
(Laughter.) But the Government is trying to handicap the business people 
who are trying to produce more. You are also putting handicap in the wuiy 
of those businessmen w’ho want to import and sell these medicines in the 
market. We know that foreigners are producing more of these drugs than 
l>efore and they. do not want these drugs for their own soldiers or military, 
but for the sake of their business they are producing these drugs and are 
billing to export them to those places which require them. But by these 
Ordinances necessitating permits, licences and such other restrictions these 
busine^s^men are being discouraged to export. So you are not helping the 
people #1 the Province to get more; but you are standin g in the of the 
people "Wio are suffering and want these medicines. We know, Sir, that 
l&any doctors prescribe xn^icines which are not available in the xnai^et, 
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but if one goen to the black-market these medicines will be found in plenty. 
vBut if anybody goes to the shop and want a medicine at control pnce the 
Wop-keeper says “oh it is not available, all sold out”. They might have 
aold some, out of the stock at a control rate, but the bulk of the stock goes 
Wderground to be sold at a very high price in the black-market. Then, 
Sir, for these Ordinances you have to maintain a big staft and you are hot 
getting any money from this business. This is also a heavy burden upon 
the exchequer ol the Provincial Government. When we do not want any 
expenditure made on account of these things you forcibly Wiint to do it. 
The thing is that you have some people in the department whom you do 
not want to displace because they are either your supi)orters or relations of 
your supporters. If you do away with their services they will go out and 
speak against you. That is why you are afraid to do away with the staff 
of the Civil Supjily Department and you want to maintain these people. 
You do not consider whether the people of the city or of the province get 
their medicines or not. I think the main idea behind this Onlinance is to 
t*'mainiaiu their own people in the various ('ivil Supplies Department. (The 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S, Suharawrdy : In the Civil Supplies Departments ) 
You know better than me. What I say is this that you want to keep these 
‘Ordinances only to patronise your own people. Now, Sir, there is a provi- 
sion in section 5 which runs as follows: “The provisions of the said Order 
us HO continued in operation shall have effect notwithstanding anything 
inconsistent therewitli contained in any other law tor the time being in 
4‘orce or in any instrument having effect by viitue ol any enactment other 
than tliis Ordinance.” Sir, there is the ordinary law by which tlie jiroducers 
and the distributors and tlie shop-keepers are goveinetl but by the>e 
Ordinances you want to take awa\ the legal rights ol those peo])le. You 
want to supersede all those laws by passing this Dill into law. \Ve always 
used to say that the Governor of the province used to do all these things 
and not the liCgislature but by introducing this temjiorary Bill you are 
trying to make this Legislature responsible for all these misdeeds by over- 
riding all the ordinary laws of the land. This is a mo.^t dangerous" thing. 
This should not liave any precedence over the ordinur\ law?, ol the land. 

Lastly, 1 would appeal to the House not to pass this Ordinance regard- 
ing the drugs at least. People are dying for want of medicine. The 
Government should withdraw this Drug Ordinance from this Bill. Do not 
pass this Ordinance by mere majority. It will be really taking away the 
medicines from the markets, from the people, from the patients who badly 
require these medicines. I would again appeal to you not to pass this 
Ordinance. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“P14b IV— The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 194t;“. 

' Mr. BIREN ROY; Sir, I rise to support this very rea.sonahle amendment 
of my friend Mr. Nahar. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister stated earlier in 
this House that by hia efforts he had been able to have the mustard oil 
control removed by the Government of India and tlierefore today it has also 
been removed in lieiigul and we are in this happy position at least that those 
who could not get even a drop of mustard oil is getting something. We 
accept the position that the oil is now available in Bengal J^fter the removal 
of the control. In respect of the drugs control the same thing can be done. 
I would request the Chief Minister to go up to the Government of India in 
the same spirit to take aw^ay th^ control from the drugs so that tliis Ordinance 
at least could be wiped out in' Bengal and we could freely get medicines not 
only in the cities but also in the interior parts of the count r\'. If we 
support this Ordinance we would be doing something which would be 
contrary to the resolution we accepted li^st year moved by Mr. Nur*Ahmed 
regarding the indigenous drugs industry in Bengal and we passed this 
resolution wholeheartedly in this House. We supported that resolution 
# ^ 0 
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which urged the Government to come forward to help the development of 
indigenous drugs industry in this province. And now by this Ordinance^ 
we are taking away that facility. Not only do the Government not want 
ito develop our own indigenous drug industry' ; not only do they not wai^ 
that paore drug shops should be opened in various parts of this province to 
ameliorate the conditions prevalent at the present moment but they are atso 
going to control the import of drugs which would have normally flowed into 
this province because everybody wants to do business in this country now 
aD(i thereby increasing the normal flow. As we could see, in case of some 
consumer goods which are controlled partially, they are flooding the market 
and thfe prices are coming down, even rates lower than the control price are 
prevalent at the present moment. In some cases, even those drugs which 
have gone underground since, on account of their being controlled, could 
be obtained, during the period when the war was on, at even below the 
controlled rate. It is not a fact that all the drugs immediately went into 
the black-market during war-time because of the control enforced by the 
Government of India. Everything would have come down in price if thes(»^ 
foreign drugs, at least the sulpha-drugs, and other new medicines which 
have been developed during the war period in the U.S.A. and in the 
continent be allowed to come freely, to be imported and sold in the provincd 
freely and as a result, many of the disea.ses which are also the outcome of 
the tamine conditions and pestilence in this province could he very well 
tackled. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy. how long more will you take 
to speak P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Some]) minutes more. If there is no time we cun 
take this up tomorrow and continue. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Let us continue this tomnrrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tlie House stands adjourned till 2-10 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment 

The (buncil then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 12th 
March, 1947. 
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UEUBERS ABSENIft^ [11 th Maech, 1947.] 


Memters absent. 

S The folJowing members were absent from the meeting held on the 11th 
|farch, 1947:- 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(2) Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur. 

(3) Mr. Mungturam Juipuria. 

(4) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(fj) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(9) Dr. Kumud Sankur lioy. 

(lU) Mr, (’haru Chandra Sanyal. 

(11) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne. 

(12) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(13) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Bahamun. 

(lo) Mr. Patiram Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNOL DEBATES 


First StMion, 1947-No. 16. 


The IforNt il met in the Legislative Chamber of the Ivegislative Build- 
ng, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 12th March, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being the 
ixteeiith day oi the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2}(<i) of 
ho government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. President (the Hou’ble Sir Buoy I’kasad Sinoii Bov, k.('.i.e.) was 
u the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Re-examination of the Post-war Reoonetruction Schemes. 

70. Mr. NUR AHMED; (a) Will the lIon*l)le Minister in ctiargi' of the 
^'hief Minister’s Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that most of the 
mst-war reconstruction schemes as printed in the Blue Bonk published by 
he (jovernment of Bengal were prepared during the regime under Section 9dr^ 

(5) It so, do the (jovernment propose to re-examine these schemes by 
in expert committee consisting of non-official members ami oHicial experts K 

(c) If not, why not? 

({/ ) Is it a fact that most of these scdiemes are preliminary schemes only? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA (on behalf of the 
^inister-in-charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): (m Yis. 

(h) No. 

(cl The schemes are always under examination by experts; and my 
‘olleagues and I, who (‘onsider them in detail in ('al)imd Committee, art* fully 
n touch With non-ottirial opinion on polie\ . Members of the Legislature are 
ilso being eon.suhed in the distiiets under tin* organisation now being set 
ip. 

(</) Not now. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Have members of the legislature been invited as per 
nsw'er (c)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: They wen* not 
nvited but were consulted troin time to time. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, but who W’cre consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: If the honourable 
lember wants to know the names, then I want notice. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Are any Hindu members included in that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Certainly, when the 
ccasion arises and as the case may lie, they are certainly invited. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: There is n«» question of occasion arising. It is 
fated that members of tlie Legislature are also being consulted in the dis- 
Jn wiiat districts and who are being consulted, and who have been 
t>nsulte<1 up to this time and what are the schemes on which their 
<^peration has been invited? 

14 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Th* HonT»l* Mr. TARAK HATH MUKHERJEAt Member reproaent 
ing a diutrict whose schemes are being considered are generally invited for 
the purpose. 

Mr AMULYADHONE ROYS In which districts work is proceeding? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Almost in all the 

districts. 

Mr. BIREN ROYs I think, Sir, the question should stand over, as in 
fact many things are involved in it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Honourable Minister has replied to the ques- 
tions and I see no reason why it should stand over. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All right, Sir. I shall then put other supple- 
mentary questions. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether he is prepared to publish for general information the post-war 
reconstruction schemes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The original schemes 
were published and further details will be published in due course. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Details are not ready then? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; The details are being 
considered and as soon as a final shape can be given to them they will be 
made public. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Are you jirepared to admit that 
besides official experts there are also exjierts outside the otticial circle? 
Will the llou’blo Minister admit that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB. My point is; It said in (c) that the 
HchomcH are always under examination by experts; m> ([uestion is whether 
these experts are all official who examine the s{‘hemes; presumably they are 
all officials? 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, normally, they 
are offic'ials but if a case demands outside consultation outside experts will 
be consulted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: What is meant by the answer “not 
now" in (d)? The question was — if it is a fact that most of these schemes 
are preliminary schemes only, and the answer is — not now. What is meant 
by tins? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: riesumably it is a 
printing mistake. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will you kindly exjdain w’hat is the 
nature of the mistake? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is not a preli- 
minary scheme. These schemes are being finalised. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be jileased to state what 
are the schemes which are not at the priliminary stage at the present 
moment and what are the schemes wdiich are very much advanced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, it involves 
stating in great details. If the honourable member wants in detail I can 
•^Pply them later. 
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iIt. mWA HATH ROY! Will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased to 
state whether there are any schemes in the Presidency Division? 

Tha HOR’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, certainly there 
are many schemes in the Presidency Division. 

Mr. BISWA NATH ROY: Who have been consulted with regard to 
these schemes in the Tresidenc}' Division? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 cunuot give you 
the names off-liand. 

Mr. BiREN ROY: As the llon’ble Minister who is replying to the 
question represents the Burdwun Division would he be pleased to let us 
know what schemes relating to that Division came to his knowledge and 
cite that these are the schemes ot his division? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, it is the privilege of the members to nsk 
(jue.^'tions for information. Rut it is not the function of the Oiiposition or 
any memlxir of the House to cross-examine a Minister — that is not the 
object of putting (piestions. Asking for information is the only object 
underlying the wliole system. It is not the practh'e to cross-examine. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I am not cross-examining the Minister, but I am 
jmtling (juestion to elicit information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sure it is the duty of tlie Minister to give you 
infoimation. Bui no question should be put in a spirit of cross-examination. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, Sir, there are 
hundieds ot scheme.'^, such as. irrigation scheim*, road development scheme 
and sucli other s(dienH‘.s. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: Ari.sing out of answer (r), namely, 
‘’members of tbe Legislature are also being consulted in (lie distrii'is under 
the organisation now being .set up", is there any instruction from tbe 
(iovernment that in all cases members of the Ijegislature of a particular 
locality should be consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: M mbers an con- 
sulted whenever occasion demands. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: In vi« w of the 

t-K't tliat experts an> liig^li iioi-vf* ]>owcr men who an* to be controllt‘d, is it 
nxt (le.sirable that inatt(‘i.s slninhl not be left entirely in tbe bands of tbe 
'•^junts but sboiiid be examined by a Loininiticc or tin* administrative 
dcjjurtmcnt lioni their point ot view? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The (hibimt Deve- 
I'qmient Committee always consider these tbing.s. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Is there no 

okelihood of some of these imimrtant schemes being left in tbe pigeon bole.s 

tbe Secretariat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: No, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the llonble Minister he jileused 
to consider tbe desirability of instructing the district authorities to consult 
the members of the Legislature in their re.specti\e districts with regard to 
the scheroes in their districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: They will bo 
informed about this. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Tram employeM’ strike. 

63. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of tlie Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to 
state what steps the Government propose to take to bring about a settlement 
of the dispute between the workers and the management of the Calcutta 
Tramways Co., Ltd., at an early date? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister make a statement explaining fully the 
present position of the strike in question? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahme^: (a) The dis- 
pute has been referred for adjudication and continuance of the 
strike is now illegal. Government do not propose to open any nego- 
tiations with the workers for redress of their demands until the strike is 
culled oh and they resume work. Meanwhile action is being taken under 
the law against those who are responsible for continuing the strike. 

(h) 1 have already made a statement on the Tram\\ay emi»loyees’ strike 
in the Assembly on LSth February, 1947, co])y of which is placed on the 
Table. 1 have nothing to add to it. 

Stafvnient referred to in repJij io (iuestion No. 63. 

Statement made «y hie Hon’bee Me. SH\MsrDDiN Ahmed, Minister in 
cTiAiDiE OF Commerc e, LAnoi R and Indi stries 1)kj*artment, Government 
OF Henoal, in the Lkgisl.vtive Assembj.y on the 18th Ferriary, 1947 
Sir, 

I beg leave to make a statement on the Tramways strike which still con- 
tinues. The other day there was a motion for adjournment of the House to 
discuss the matter, but permission was refused. Government are aware of 
tile serious inconvenience w’hich is being cau.sf*(l by tlie continuance of the 
strike, and would like to be given an opportunity to .state all relevant 
facts in the hope that their action has the full a]>proval ot the House. 

llelations between the Tramway (’om|mny and tbeir enqiloyees, as repre- 
sented by the Caleiittu Tramway Workers’ Union, have for some time now 
been far from harmonious. In 1944 the Union gave notice of a strike which 
was averted on reference of the matters in dispute to adjudication. In 
1945 the Union put forward u list of as many us 99 demands which had 
again to be referred to adjudication. This time the Union have put forward 
7 demands including a demand for increment of basic wages and revision of 
scales and grades for all categories of stall and a demand for 2 months’ pay 
to be given immediately to every member of the stall' as bonus. The Union 
gave notice on the 7th Junuurv that unless these demands were conceded 
by the morning of the 21st Juuiuiry, the workers would resort to a ci:>mpletc 
strike and would continue the same until the demands were fulfilled. 

On receipt of the strike notice the Lalwur Uommi.ssioner endeavoured 
to settle the matters in dispute by conciliation. He failed. Having reganl 
to the importance of the Tramways as a transport service for the Calcutta 
area, he proposed reference of the dispute tor adjudication. When tie 
Workers’ Union served a notice to resort to a strike I was in Delhi. On 
inv return T was told that efforts had been made for conciliation without 
any fruitful result. In spite of the adjudication order I called the representa- 
tives of labour to a conference and asked them to come to a settlement and 
accept a<l, judication orders passed by Government. However in spite ot 
luy appeal to them tliev did^ot accept my advice. I asked them to see 
me again. Meanwhile 1 sent for the Acting Agent of the Tramway Com- 
pany, Mr. Cross. The Acting Agent saw me. I told biin the whole situa- 
tion md asked him as to whether he could do something in respect of bonus 
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and increase in basic wages before the Adjudicator hears both sides and gives 
decision. He pleaded for time to communicate to the Directors at Home. 
The day following when the workers saw me again at my residence, I 
pleaded ^th them to grant time and postpone the strike if lit all to a later 
(late. The workers’ representatives refused to grant any time. This con- 
ference took place one or two days before ‘21st when the actual strike was 
resorted to. I told the workers’ representatives the position of Govern- 
ment in matter of dispute between the employer and the employee. The 
true course left open is a settlement by conciliation failing that Govern- 
ment could order adjudication. I told them if the Tramway workers went 
on strike even after the adjuilimition order the strike would ])e illegal and 
jn that case Government would be forced to take action and that would 
not be fair either to them or Government. They did not listen to my 
advice and resorted to an illegal strike according to the notice on the 21st 
danuary, 

(Tovernmeut made an order on the 11th January a])])ointing Mr. Gupta, 
a memlver of the Indian Givil Ser\ice and an otlicer of judi< ial experience 
with previous knowledge of adjudication work, to adjudicate in the dispute. 

( opie> of the onler were duly sent to the Gompany as well as to the Workeis’ 
l iiion. Governmi'iit issued a Pre-is ' Note on the same da\ late in tlie 
.iilermxm announeing for piihlie infornmtion that the J'ramwa>s dispuh* had 
l)een refernal to adjudication ami that it was an offence for workers to uMiiaiu 
on strike' and for leaders who are not workers to instigate its contimianet*. 

N otw ithstanding this, tho striki* eommeneeel on the 21st. Gn the 2dtii 
Hon’ hie the Ghiel Ministej issued a statement eh’preeating eontinuanee (d 
the* strike, and while he utte'red a warning against the eonseij lienees ol con- 
liiiuance of tlie strike he maele a terxent appeal to workers to resume work 
and wait tlie Adjudi( ator s dec ision. J here wais no res[M)nse trom the 
woikeis. A ti'W (lax s after the <‘ont inuancc' oi the* striki* soni«‘ Muslim 
xxorkers saw me at my residence I told them the same thing that thi'y had 
<loiie an illegal act and adxised them to call off the .strike and lesume their 
duties and it the\ wanted m\ ]>eisonal interxention 1 would hc' pri'pan'd to 
intcrxene piovidc'd the> called off the strike. A tew da>s later the woikc'is 
saw Mr. Ahul Hashim, the Si'cretarx of the Ifengal Pioxineial Muslim Leagin*. 
Mr Hashim had eonx eisat ion with iik' oxer the jihone I told him the same 
thing that “you will jilease ask those men to cull off the strike and 1 will 
iHMsonally intervene in the matter in spite of the adjudication order hut unless 
<fi(*x call off the strike* 1 am sorry I cannot take any act inn”. Tlie I*resi«lent 

the I nion, ^fr. Tsinail, xx rote to me a letter on .‘flMh Januarv, “Sir, thir 
representatives had l>een present x\ hen Mr. Alml Hashim, Seen'tarv o( tin* 
henL*-al Pimincual Muslim I>eatrin', talked to y<Mi over the* jihone vesterday 
^'n the fjucstion of settling the Tramway’s strike. Thc'V were givem to under- 
stand hv Mr. Hashim that X on xvould he xvilling to discuss w'ith ns lutw the 
Question of bonus and increase in the basic wage <‘oii!d he settled straightaxvay 
cxen without referring to adjudication. 

If that he so, will you kindly let iis know when it will he convenient tor 
.'•oil to discuss wdth our representatives the al)ov<* cjiiestion.” Sd. M. Ismail. 

I replied hut no response came from the workers. The reply that I gaxe 
them was that as the strike had lieen illegally launched I could md discuss 
''ith them the terms of the demands unles.s it was called off. I'fre very .same 
told Mr. Hashim “I.et the Tramway workers call off the strike 
md then I would he prepared to personally intervene in the matter Iiefore it 
aT tt’ Even now' rnv offer atands. What I told 

- T- Hashim was that ‘ if the strike is called off I am prepared to iTi<*et their 
♦ Pfesi nta fives and di.seuss with them the (piestion of bonus and increase in 
msic wage.” Well, my doors are alway.s open. I have tried to alleviate the 
onmtion of labourers after my assumption of office as Minister in elmrge of 
® ur. The representatives of labour can see me at any time and tell me 
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their grievances. But in this connection I must tell you that in spite of my 
repeated warnings the Tramway Workers’ Union launched on an illegal 
strike. 

'I’hen the workers approached the Mayor of Calcutta, Mr. Osman. He 
had talks with me and he told me that the workers wanted to see me and I 
told him that the workers were always welcome to see me in spite of the 
adjudication order. 

Four or five days back some of the workers saw me and they pressed me 
to get their demands acceded to by the Tramway Comj)any. I gave the same 
reply. In this connection I might mention that on these three occasions every 
time new batch of workers came and saw me. The first batch of workers 
including the Secretary and Achariya came and saw me. The second time 
when the Muslim workers saw me there was only one man of the first batch 
and on the third occasion when they saw me in my office they were absolutely 
a new group. I told them that “that is not the way in which you should 
behave. Your President who wrote to me and your Secretary and Achariya 
who saw me on the first occasion should have come. Is this the w^ay in which 
the Tramway Workers’ Union should behaved” 

The continuance of the strike raises certain very important issues. One 
is that a parfy in dispute asks to be the judge of its own diunands and to be 
allowaal to by-pass the machinery provided by law for settlement of trade 
disputes. If the Tramway Workers’ Union will not take part in the adiudi- 
cution proceedings and must continue the strike, tlauc* is reason to apprehend 
that other workers’ unions eiiually well organised mi^ht he tempted to follow 
their example. The other is whetiier (iovernment are expected to continue 
to condone the commission of an illegal act. Not onl\ workers are refusing 
to resume work, but many others who are not workers are instigating the 
workers to continue to lie on strike. 

(Iovernment have noticed a statement made by the Union in the Press 
that if their demand for minimum wages was accepted, they might call off 
the strike. The Tramway (’ornpany sanctioned a certain increase in basic 
pay from 1st January. The Union was not satisfiiMl. Now the point that 
I w’ant to emphasise is that there is no legislation which lays down what 
should be tlu* basic wages in certain undertaking or in certain industry. All 
tliat legislation can pr(»vide is the ])roce<lure to be followed in determining a 
basic wage. The issue regarding basic wages has been included in the 
reference for adjudication and (Jovernmeiit have given an assurance that 
they will juiblish the entire text of the Adjuilicator's decision and take steps 
to implement it. The Uompany, I may add, have voluntarily agreed to 
abide by the Adjudicator’s decision. 

In the circumstances what, I ask, is the justification for continuance of 
the strike. This is no case in which a charge can be made of (iovernment 
standing on its prestige. Government have tried conciliation and offered 
adjudication. Government have made repeated appeals to the workers to 
call off the strike. Government have given an assurance that they would 
fully implement the Adjudicator’s decision. 

Government must continue to explore every means of bringing the strike 
to an end. If workers continue to defy the adjudication machinery', Tram- 
way Company will be compelled, as the workers are continuing their offence. 

terminate tlieir services and employ new’ hands. 

I might mention that in this country in its present stage of industrial 
development uneertainty of po.sition regarding labour and the constant 
threat of strikes w'hieb seemsMo be a part of the programme of work of a 
particular section of labour Representatives is hardly conducive to the 
development of industry. It is impossible to make any headw'ay in this 
country when everything is in a nascent state of existence. I fully realist 
that labour must have a living wage but the Government of the day is not 
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unaware of it. A popular Oovernment is fully alive to its responsibilities 
but at tbe same time it cannot forget its duties to the people so far as the 
governance of the country in a peaceful manner is concerned. I can assure 
the House that this Government after its assumption of office has dealt with 
labour in a fair and square manner and it propose.s to pursue the same policy. 

I do not like to end on a note of threat. My sympathy with labour is 
wellknown. I need not cite instances, but even during my short term of 
office I can claim in quite a good number of cases I personally intervened and 
brought about satisfactory conclusion of labour strike. I can mention some 
of these: The Dhakeswari Mill labour strike, The Bata, Bauria Jute Mills 
and a few others. 

I have always tried iu>t only to vsympalliise with the workers but 
to help them and in many cases I have told the employers that time has 
cf)nie that employers should change their angle of vision and look at the 
demands of labourers with toleration and sympathy. I am sorry to say that 
in this particular case I have not been able to meet with any amount of 
success. T have already told the workers that this is a case in which the 
public utility concern and the workers should realise the inconvenience that 
they are putting the public in this matter. Even today my offer stands. Let 
the workers call off the strike and resume work and 1 would personally 
intervene in spite of the adjudication order. 

MTi HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the lIonMilc Minister ]>lease state 
what steps the Government have taken to ])ersuade the Tramway (’ompany 
to accept the terms of the emi)loyee8? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The whole qmstion has 
been Tef(‘iTed to the adjudication — both the employer’s points of view as also 
the employees’ points of view. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is it a fact that Mr. Sornnath Lahiri 
with Mr. Osman, the Mayor of Calcutta, approached tli(‘ ilon’ble Minister 
to negotiate in this matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, they came to me. I 
'lave always told everybody whoever came to see me in tliiH connection to 
a^k the employees to join, because it was an illegal strike, for it has already 
been referred to adjudication. But they do not listen to me. I do not 
know' who guides them. Po.ssibly the* ('ommunist Party guide theun. The 
strike has already been declared illegal. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister inform the 
the House the principle that is followed in regard to these strike disputes in 
Calcutta and in the suburbs? Have all these been referred to adjudi(*ation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, that is a general question. I do 
not think that that que.stion arises out of this. 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, you wdll see- the relevancy after- 
wards when I put another question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the present one does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Do the Government consider that their 
nuty ends as soon as they refer the matter to adjudication? Why do they 
not open negotiation with the representatives of the workers but only take 
notion against those wdio are responsible for continuing this strike? 

The Hon*bl« Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government askn (he 
panies to come to terms hut when that fails the Government has no other 
alternative left but to refer tbe matter to adjudication. 

tiiiM?*'' CHANDRA DA8: Does the Government realise the neat 

PUDlic inconvenience owing to the stoppage of tramways r* 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: Government know that it 
ig a public utility concern and that is why this matter has been referred to 
the adjudication. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please inform 
the House whether the adjudication award is binding on Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; Adjudication is always 
binding on Government but when there is difficulty about the terms it is 
for the (loverniiient to decide what particular item of the award would be 
favourable to both the parties. 

8ir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I take it that the 
Ilon’ble Minister when he says ‘‘Award” means decision of the adjudication? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; Yes 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Have Government put any pressure 
upon the compunv to see to it that the Tramway Company imported workers 
irom outside and ran the service. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: In view of the reply given by the Hon’ble Minister 
1 do not think your (luestion is relevant. 

8ir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon bh 

Minist(‘r 1)(* ])leas(*(l to state whether it is a tact that in the past in every 
such cas(‘ adjudication had been accepted by Governuient ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDiN AHMED: Yes. 1 may also tell my 
triend that so long as we have been in office all the ca.ses that have been 
referred to adjudication have proved very fruitful. (hil> recently the 
Burnpur case uas put before tlii' Adjudicator and both side^ eame to a 
settlement speedily before the Adjudicator gave the award and all othei 
cases, that caim* before the adjudicator have jiroved very fruitlul and always 
both the siiles have been pleased with the result. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur; Will the Hon'hle 
Minister he pleased to state \\hether adjudication is the onlv alttunativi' 
left open to (iovernment in such cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; Yes 

Mr, BIREN ROY: As a que stioii of jirinciple is inv(d\ed may 1 request 
the llon’hh^ Minister in charge ot Labour to let us know whether in all 
cases of strikivs, in which he thinks on the best authoiit\ unreasonable 
demands had been made, adjudii'atiou is ordered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Adjudication is ordered 
when the Government finds (hat both the querrelling parties could not conic 
to a settlement themselves. Otherwise why should Government ordei 
ud judication? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; My question has not been properly understood. I 
did not ask whether if one jmrty to the strike is unreasonable in theii 
demand adjudication is ordered, because it both the parties are fighting one 
party must lie unreasonable and 1 want to know whether the adjudication 
is ordered in such cases of strike only. Supfiosing the methars — they are 
essential lor inaintuiiiing (he health of the people of the place by keepinp 
the place neat and clean — of the Calcutta Corporation or any other place 
strike, is adjudication ordered just as is done in the case of the Tramways? 

The Hon’bit Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I could not quite follow 
you. You say both parties may be unreasonable or one party may bt 
unreasonable in making or meeting the demands. For exampfe certain 
demands are made by the employees. Certain demands are met and certain 
aiv not. Even then tlie question of dispute remains. What is left 
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to the Government then? Government cannot tie them together and force 
them to come to terms except by an order of adjudication. They have no 
other course. 

^**1 ROY: That is exactly wluU 1 was asking for and I now 

have the answer from the Minister that adjudication is ordered in every such 

case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: ( ertainly 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will Governnient take up the Tram- 
ways and run it themselves? Will the Government consider the desirability 
of taking over the tramways and running it for the benefit of the people in 
view of the indescribable transport dilliculties they have been put to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8HUDDtN AHMED: You mean natiomdi.sa- 
tion of Tramways, and other transport servi(‘es. That will be considered 
by Government. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: YVill (T(»vernmenl j)lease state if in the 
licence granted to the tramway companv there is any such condition that 
il the track is left open and if the seivice is su^pended for an indefinite 
period of time then their licence will be (‘aiicelled? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I (ould not tell you that 
offhand. I want notice. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will (jovernment (‘onsider tht‘ desw- 
abihty of taking it up and running it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: You mean transport ((uu 
paiues (Jovernment will con^lde^ that and ver\ soon (lovernmciit will lei 
>011 know what the\ an‘ goin^ to do 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bilb 1947. 

('.Is IXI-sSt’d III/ tiu A.^M'HiliIj/. ) 

Mr. BIREN ROY: T was on my legs last time. As I was exfilaining 
Yesterday, this Jlou.se will be working (‘oiiifiletely against the prim iples of 
a rt‘sohitioii wliieli wv passed last year when we w’ere rliscussing a in n- 
oHi(‘ial resolution on the indigenous Drug lndnstr\ iuommI bv Mr. \ur 
Ahmed hut 1 mu.st exjilaiii and clear up m> jiersonal position in this respect. 
During the debate which tollowed, the lute Khan Bahadur Momiii 
to state in the House that actually the resolution under discussjon was the 
development ot indigenous drugs in Imlia whereas the resolution ran as the 
Development ot Imligeiious Drugs Industry wlinh meant actually the 
manufacture of drugs in tliis country by indigenous firms and lliut was the 
accefited ^ iew’ ot the Honourable Mini.sler in cburgi* of Indus(r\, who is not 
111 the present Cabinet. So, in view of *tbe fact that we [uisscd such a resolu- 
fion here, we want that dnigh should not he controlled and thaf drugs of 
all kinds in spite of the fact that they were being contndled for the ] urpose 
uf the war effort should be allowed to be manufactiin‘d by Jndian indus- 
trialists. If you discuss actually wbat led to this drug control cider \ou 
will find that the Indian Drug.s Act came into operation in 1940, but witliin 
three years, before the Act could Ik^ given effect to, tlie Drug ('ontrol Oriler 
by the Central Government came into being and Indian inrlustrialists waie 
imnien.selv handicapped in the manufacture of drug.s because of indisiTi- 
minate ideas (rf control, irregular ideas, I should say, which involved the 
sciiedules of this control order. Now, in schedule ia). Part 2, we find that 
f'^rtain essential drugs, as for example, pituitrin, aspirin and ho on, which 
^ere manufactured in England or in foreign countrieH were kept at Huch 
low level of price that in Part I they were in direct contradiction to the 
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same kind of things which will be nroduced by indigenous drug industrv 
in this country, althouth those people who actually drew up these control 
orders knew very well that in another section in part III of schedule A that 
regulated the prices of the essential fine chemicals and other stufi's which 
were not available or produced in India and which would only be made 
available to them either by means of permits or practically by forcing them 
on to the black market for that is the only sphere where this agency of 
control would drive them, otherwise it would not be possible that something 
that was available in the black market could not flow into, the real market. 
They jirocured it at a price much higher than the controlled price and 
drugs produced from such chemicals have to be sold by them under the 
Drug Control Order at a price cheaper than what it w’ould have been the 
jiri(;e from foreign sources who exported them from the countries where 
those essential things were manufactured. Now, vSir, these were the irre- 
gularities and things which we pointed out at the time, but the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister who is now' at the helm of affairs must be alw'ays w'illing to 
help the people of the province and as he put it himself he was glad that it 
was he who put forth his best efforts to trj^ to do away with the Mustard 
Oil Control Order by representation to the Central Oovernment and has now 
made it possible to flow into this province, wliy should he not tlien take up 
this important ouestion of the manufacture of diugs and their equitable 
distribution in the country, but instead, has not, it seems, gone into the 
thing at all. Therefore he w'ants this most essential thing to remain under 
control and in a sweeping way get the whole Bill heard in one day. Vnfor- 
tunatelv we are dubbed as obstructionist.s and we have continued the discus- 


sion for three days. We wmuld have co-operated with his efforts if he had just 
given us an assurance that if we sat round the tabb‘ and discussed the matter 
amongst ourselves one day and exjdained that all these things wH'ie 
absolutely and really necessary then the Opjiosition would have co-operated. 
If he sincerely wants our co-operation then we will gi\e it and we would 
have withdrawn our “tactics” and allowed him to cn*a1e a good w'ill so that 
those things wliieh vitally concern not only the Hindus but also the Muslims 
and specially those in the interior j»arts of the ('ountr\. in rural areas 
should be made available much more cheaply and freely tlian it is possible 
tlirougli this control measure. AVhen I say this, I think, 1 v()i(‘(‘ the opinion 
of the majority of my Muslim friends on the other side who also w'ant that 
this control order should be withdrawn. Not only that, I know that there 
is a feeling amongst them that there should not he any control but that 
they iirt> goaded to agree to the Goveriiineut measures just as my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed had to withdraw' all his ameDdmeiits the other day which 
should have been moved for the benefit of the people. I think he should 
he the first person to eoine forward and state on behalf of the Government 
members that this Bill, at least the Drug (’ontrol Order, should 
be withdrawn from the schedule of Ordinances. In explaining my posi- 
tion about this case I would only place one impiutant fact. The fact is 
that there is a surplus of many essential drugs whiidi have accumulated 
after tlie w'ur not only from the inilitary depots and other stockists who 
brougiit these but there is also a very large stock with the profiteers which 
they want to disgorge. But if you continue thi^ control order these stocks 
W'ill go underground and profiteering will go on with double vigour. If this 
control order is not modified what will happen is that during these days 
when things should move freely and should be manufactured easily these 
drugs would bo scarce and those persons who will have permit or license would 
be selling the drugs at a very nigh cast when cheaper stuff could he made 
available by importation from abroad. I will cite one cas(‘. Sir. Before the 
war Australia used to import ^ot only drugs manufiwtured in India but 
they used to impiirt a lot of other essential thiiig.>, sucli as, plants and raw 
materials for the purpose of manufacture of drugs and other things from 
India and also some chemicals. But war changed the whole position and 
now Australia is flooding India with various things including drugs, as the 
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shipping position is \ery diflScult and it is only easier for Australia 
and South Eastern countries to ship goods to India and thus we are being 
made to pay heavily, as a matter of fact double the previous rate, for goods 
manufactured in England and also from U.8.A. and other places. On account 
of dollar control come through Australia, the position of Australia thus has 
become doubly advantageous. 400 millions of Indians have to pay high 
price for drugs which are manufat'tured from her own plants and for which 
they have to pay twice and more prices on account of this control system. 
Bengal, Sir, is full of various kinds of plant and Mr. Nur Ahmed in his 
resolution tried to impress the Ilouse of the utility of these plants and he 
advocated that there should be laboratories for the manufacture of drugs 
from tliese plants, that there should be research work on the development 
of drugs, but it seems that he has forgotten everything now. 

Then Sir, why is this control? Why do you not help indigenous drugs 
or indigenous drug industries? They should be allowed to develop in this 
country when 1 think you should Iiave theni included in the Post-war 
Heconstruction Schemes which have been so ahly e\])lained in a vague 
way by the Hon'hle Mr. Tarak Nath Mnkherjea today. If \^e get 
the medicines it can g-o a long way in (‘becking the ])estilence and various 
dis(‘ases now prevailing- in our <*ountrv. Why leav(* everything in thj^* hands 
of the Hildas and others who have already made so miu-li money during the 
war througli the m(‘diiiiii of the contnd business. 'Fhey are bringing in 
medicines trom J‘hiroj)e and Austialia at a (‘heajier rat(‘ and stdling them 
here at a higluT rate. Mr. Suhrawardy says that he would later bring in a 
Hill embodying all these Ordinances. That gives us a fright. He w’ants 
us to eo-opi'rate with the Oovenimeiit. May we ask him to he a little 
Hengali-minded and not Heiigul min(h‘(l? Jlave the Heiigali Muslims pro- 
fited in any vvjiy hv anything tliat has been done by the iiresmit Ministry? 

1 a[»peal to him to stand uji and say “Yes”. Hengal should he for the 
Bengalis — Muslims or Hindus. If Mr. Suhrawardy agrees to it we shall give 
him our co-operation and with our <‘o-operation 1 think Heng*il will not lag 
behind any jirovince in India in r(‘spe(’l of progr(‘ss. No, Sir, we shall not 
lag behim! any country in the world. The Bengali hoys practically un parti- 
tioned the ])ai titioiied Bengal and if ne(‘(‘ssary they will now partition it... 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, 1 am afraid you are digressing too much 
from the amendments regarding the deletion of tin* Drugs Control Ordi- 
nance. I hope you will k(*ep yourself on the suhj(‘et niatfir. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: T want the Government to tak(* away at hnist this 
Drug Control Ordinance. The Chief Minister sav.s we are uiir(*!isonabIe 
hut let him l>e not unreasonable in this matter of dings. If he takes out 
thi> OrdinaiK'e it would he much simpler. 1 am apjK*aling tor the last time to 
take out this Drug Ordinance from the Bill. If you do that we shall 
co-operate with you. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUp, Khan Bahadur: Sir. h< ing one of 

the arch criminals responsihh* at one stag-e lor siJine of the control orders and 
with a good deal of e.xperience as to the working of thi*< Drug Control Ord(‘r, 1 
would only like to sjieak a few words at this stage. 1 do agree with liirn 
that the control measures are not and should not he a permanent feature 
of the economic life of a country and every earne.^t opjiort unity should he 
found to decontrol all commodities wliich have* h<*(‘n hrouglit under control. 
The only question is the time and the circumstances under whi(;h such 
^<>otrol measures should be withdrawn. I do not think by legislating with 
■» view to take j)ower from the Drug Control Drder it necessarily nH‘an.s that 
t government must necessarily keej) control over the drug.s over a long period 
f»f time. It is cpiite possible that having got the power Government will 
uwide soon after to-day, six months after or later that the Control enf(»rced 
should be taken away hut if this amendment is (rarried it means the imme- 
diate cessation of the power of control w’hich the Government in the existing 
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circumstances consider necessary. My sole question to-day is whether, 
havi^ regard to the fact that we have been living for some time under a 
BVstenMd control, we cannot put up with it for sometime more if it is neces- 
sary Mv friend is perhajm aware of the circumstances under which the Drug 
Coutror Order had to be jiromulgated. My friend is probablj- aware that 
BenL^al of all the Provinces in India is the one place where drugs ot ail 
hinds have developed. There have been a good deal of researches by 
pharmaceutical firms and chemists and factories and 1 know by personal 
experience that a good number of things on the drugs line were not avail- 
able even at fantastically high prices. I know that people had to go to 
Delhi and Bombay to pay Rs. 400 or Rs. 5(K) for a lb. of quinine in order 
to keejf fheir factories going. It was under these circumstances that the 
Drug ('onlrol Order had to be promulgated. Sir, the honourable meniiier 
knows it perfectly well if lie w’ould have gone to a shop himself during that 
period he would not get even one pill of quinine for a nijiee liut if you send 
a servant he would be able to get it at the same price because he would 
bring it from the black market. That was the circumstance, Sir, under 
which the Drug (jontrol Order had to be jiromulgated. iMr. Biren Roy: 
Are such circumstances prevalent now!'') That is what 1 am corning to. 
Th(‘ (jiicstion is whether we have come to such a stage in which such a 
Control is no longiT ncc<‘ssary and my friend as an argument in favour of 
removal of such a (‘ontrol has huggestcd that we should import a very large 
quantily (tl drugs from outside. Well, I am astounded at such a suggestion. 

1 know that as a mailer of fact a very large numher of jHMijilc enijiloyed in 
this country an* anxious that no drugs, at least such of those drugs us arc 
jirejfarcd iii India should be imported Iroin abroad. (Mr. Btuen Roy, 
You have misunderstood me.) That is a (jiicstion whii'h will have to be 
entered into on its own merits. The whole jioiiit is whetlier we should go 
on importing drugs from outside although we have the same drugs here. 
My friend know's that lor some time there was free imjiort oi all kinds ot 
m(‘dieines from abroad. By this I do not iiH*an tf> say that thfwe should he 
no ini|iorts at all. But the (|uestiou is whether as a policy, that is what 
1 am saying, \ou can eoutiiuie to im|)ort things from outside; whether you 
can accept it as a jxdie.N that as a matter of fact we will not develop this 
imlustiw within tin* country and will go on imjiorting from abroad. 
(Mr. Uor : No, certainly not.) 1 am glad that he agrees with me 

that as a permanent polu'v we should tr\ to develoji the drugs ot this country. 
My friend has again said that the (joveriimeiit should do sometliing as 
jKist-war reconst ruction. Well, I am not >et aware of any (‘ouutrv where 
res(‘ai< lo*s in niedieines can be done or is <loiie by (Toverument and I think 
it liaf>jilwa\s be(‘n left to ('ertain specialists, exjierts. universities and 
research organisations ami jiartii'ularly to thosi' cheiniial and jiliarmaeeiiti- 
eal coiu'erns which are enij)loyed in this line 1 certainly would agree with 
him suiqect to this that (fovernment should encourage it by seeing that 
those who are einjiloved in this industry do 8|X‘n(l a certain amount of 
money tor research jiurposes. But the tragedy in this country is that most 
ot oui industries they only know hoW to make a jirofit and they won't care 
to know that research is a valuable investment for the juirpose ot the future 
develojiment of this eountrv. I onlv join with him on this ground and ask 
the ibivernment wliether the time lias come when taking away this jiow'er 
of control would be conducive to the best interests of the country and if so 
to withdraw tin* Control. If not — because there is a good deal of difllVrence 
of opinion in the matter of continuing or di.scontinuing this control — this 
Control Order should he I’ontinued and the jiresent Bill is merely to retain 
the power ot Oovorument til the ueces.sity for such j>ower disappears. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, may I have only two minutes by way of 
personal explanation? 


Mr, PRESIDENT: You need not give any f>ersonal explanation now. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: I would like to do so because my speech has Wn 
misunderstood by members on the other side. 

Th0 HonTWo Mr^ H. 8i 8UHRAWARDY: AVhat do you mean.'^ Your 
speech is on record, and no personal explanation is necessary. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your personal explanation about P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I wanted to say that it is not 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Well, what you wanted to say and did not say — 
etc., etc., does not amcern the House; the House is only concerned with 
what you actually said. 

Mr. BIREN ROY. What 1 said. Sir, has been inisuiiderstood. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I cannot allow you to make uuotlier speech. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 want only two minutes 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Tlie House has properly 
understood you and you need not 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you. Sir, kindly allow me to ^ive 
my views? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: ^o. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: You plea.se take your seat : it is for the 
(’hair to .say what he likes in the matter. 

Mr. President, Sir, I rise to sup]»ort the amendment moved hy my 
triend Mr. Nahar that the Dru<r Control Order he diseontinueil. Yow, Sir, 
It w'ould appear that it is after all a continuance of the Drui,^ roiitiol Order, 
HOf), first promulf^ated -by the Government of India. As Sir Azizul Haque 
has pointeil opt the whole question is whether conditions nou exist which 
would ju.‘«tify the Government continuin^^ tlie Control Order, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, just one thiii^^^. If you cannot finish this 
IJill today hy 4-lo p m., I am atraid you will have to Kit lonp-r hours. 
\ ou will kindly remember this point and adjust your speech accordingly. 
There is no option; we have ji;ot to meet a^aiu. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Because I am told that the Ordinam •es will expire 
on a certain date and after the Bill p-oes throiiph this House a Message will 
have to be .sent to the other House and the Bill will then hive to be taken 
to New Delhi for the assent of the Governor-General, 

Mr. BEUDY SINGH NAHAR: Are we respou>ible for this, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not a question of anyl>ody beinp responsible. You 
» an debate on this matter if you like but the Gofiosition and the Govern- 
ment must co-operate on this particular i.ssue Aim cun defeat any section 
m the Bill or even throw out the entire Bill, but that is a’different 
question. A'ou must, however, sit longer hours and trv to finish the Bill 
today. 

Mr. BIJDY SINGH NAHAR: Cannot we then express our views? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Aou are not being deprived of any opportunity or 

the right to discu.ss the Bill. But I um only reminding you that if you 
^“annot finish it within a particular hour, you will have to sit again today 
h dispose of this business. That’s all. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If it comes to that, theii we will have 
to do 80 . But, Sir, all I say is this, that if these hateful Ordinances go 
then we shall not be in the least sorry. Anyway, if it is to “be finished ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is the House that will have to decide whether 
these Bill should be passed or rejected. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At the same time, you will please see that 
as many as ten Ordinances have been put in a single Bill. We have now 
come to the tourth Ordinance and still six Ordinance.s remain so that it 
may not be possible for us to finish the Bill today bv 4-15 p.in. I want to 
speak on the Ordinances because though the Govermnent may be of the 
view that they are urgent, we hold that they are uhsolutelv ' unnecessarv'. 
It IS necessary therefore that we sliould record our views with regard to the 
SIX others and for that it may not he po.ssihle to finish discussion by 
4-15 p.m. to-day. ^ 

Th# Hon’We Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy: It is quite dear that it is 
absolutely the irrelevancies and banalities of the Opposition merely for the 
purpose of dragging the proceedings on, that is causing this delay 

^ ****"'' duty and the 

V '« provided that it is done constitu- 

tumally. So I must give them sufficient opportunity to discuss the Bill 
but 1 niusi remind he honourahle memhers that it is fhr the House to dispose 

11 .**t' ^ would like to add with respect to this 

tliat I do not think that Govenimeut has assigned any good reason whv 

men! '7 t 'i" ' !o "as pn.mulglled hv the Govern^ 

mi.nt ot India in l!My and now it is being enforced with certain modifica 
tuin - l ongal As Mr. Azir.nl Ilaque stated and as stat.Mn:; Mn JW 

really makinrdrugTlmi^h" 

in the w;a,v that pul.hc may he honefiled. Here, Sir j shoal like r ^ 
certain instances. People of Benc-il -ire siitVeri,.,. f HKt to give 

the ordinary man. Take for r to 

is in almost all tiio chemist shons Tins inedicino 

Department makes a genuine attenint to finTtr*^^*^ Supply 

will be able to do so ^llut tl,. !w! V * ^ ? V medicine in the shop he 
Hhop he is shown a 'few J po^^iBon is that when lie goes to the chemist 

the luedivnie tliev disappear trhe^^M ^ Public go there to get 

those who eau aft ird ' »» black-market and is available to 

case of Winkernis f^ame is the 

medicines cannot be had at their other medicines. These 

market they are available T 

require but we cannot get themTn which we very badlv 

on the supply of these medicines The Hr’hfi T? f restriction 

•” A- bj 5°” t.lrtaq.r .w" J”; 
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time wlien there was necessity for enforcing the control order. Quinine 
was not available at all in the province during the war and if quinine 
could not be had poor people would suffer, therefore it was necessary to 
impose control. But now the war is over and all these medicines could be 
imported freely. War is over in 1945 why then is it necessary to continue 
this control order with the effect that j)oor j)eople of the province are 
suffering? No reason has been given justifying the continuance of this 
control in the year 1947. With these words 1 support the amendinejit of 
Mr. Nahar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I proj)ose to reply to 
this amendment and 1 hope this will be the lust motion to which I shall 
reply. 

I am surprised that responsible honourable membtu' should indulge in 
.speaking most arrant and continuing to speak the most arrant irrelevancies 
on the floor of this House for at least 20 minutes without conveying the 
slightest f?ense. I wonder if the honourable members opjiosite will accept 
the dictum of the Government of India. Sir, it is the Government of India 
that wanted us to pass a Bill in this House to empower this Govornmeui 
to continue provisions of this Drug Control Ordinance. So, in order to 
take necessary power into our own hands, we liave included in a Bill all 
these Ordinances. 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following tbe deleted, namely: — 

‘4946 IV... The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 1946”. 

The motion was put and a Division challenged. 

(When the ])ivision Bell was ringing.) 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, ma> 1 suggest that when 
the members voting for the amendment are so smull in iiumher the voting 
might be taken by show of liands? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may assure you th.it it may lake more lime than 
going to the Jjohbies. 

Division was taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 10. 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 
Ral Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray 
Mr. Biran Roy 
Mr. Bitwanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

N0ES--30. 

Mr. Abduila-al*Mahmiid Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur 

Mr. Nur Ahmad *Mr. G. J. K. Hooh 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad Tha Hon’bla Mr. Salyad Muazxamuddin 

Rai Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua Hoaain 

Mr. Raajuddln Bhuiya Mr. Latafat Hottain 

Khan Bahadur Syad Abdur Raihid Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 
Chowdhury Mr. Abdul Latiff 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzam Hottain Mr. Oeorga Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury Khan Bahadur Ghyttuddln Pathan 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury Khan Bahadur Mukhlotur Rahman 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury Mr. Abdul Raihid 

Mr. sytd Fazio Rabbi Chowdhury Mr. Amulyadhont Roy 

Mr. D. 4 , Cohan, O.B.E. Dr. Katlruddln Talukdar 

Mr. E. D. Ooynt * Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Mra. Labanyaprobha Dutt Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahlduzzaman 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haquo Ha|l Md. Yutuf 

The Ayes being 10 and Noes 30 the amendment was lost. 


Mr. Laiit Chandra Dat 

Mr. Htmendra Kumar Oat 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 V... The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946/' 

Now Sir, in all fairne.ss I should say that the Government should take 
this out of the Schedule of this Bill on two grounds. The first ground is 
that a Bill namely the Calcutta Rent Bill is still under discussion in this 
House and so the inclusion of this Ordinance in this Temporary Enactment 
Bill in the S(‘heduled is illegal and the second ground is the ground of 
fairness to this House. First of all 1 desire to draw your attention to 
Section 7d of the Government of India Act sub-section il). It runs as 
follows: “Subject to the special provisions of this part of this Act with 
respect to financial bills, a bill may originate in either Chamber of a 
Eegislature of a joovince which has a Jjegislative Council.” 

Now, Sir, the law does not say that a Bill may ongiuate in both the 
Chambers of the Legislature of the province at the same time. The word- 
ing — ji Hill ]nay originate in either Chamber oi the Province which has 
a Legislative Council. So far as that Bill is concerned, I mean, the 
Calcutta Rent Ordinance Bill, it originated in this House and was referred 
to a select committee. We are in seizin of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, that (piestion was discussed yesterday 
and f do not think you should repeat it to-day. That very point was raised 
so far as I rememher by you and 1 replied to that by pointing out that 
Goverumeut would very likely as tin* Chiei Miiiisler assured the House, 
place a clause in the lUll in the other place deleting this Ordinance after 
the Caleulta Rent Hill wauit through both the Houses. So 1 do not think 
you need repeat that now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All this I raised, it is true but I did 
so in course of a point of order. But in discussing this Ordinance I am 
also pointing out my view of the matter that it is illegal. All that 1 sa> 
Is tliat (he iiill having originated in this House 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am afraid I do not see your point Because you 
have moved amendments, you have accepted the principle that the Bill 
is before the House and the House has a right to move amendments and 
express its o[)inioii. I do not think you can raise it as a question as tc 
whether it is competent to this House t(» discuss ot consider this Bill ii 
view of the fact that the other Bill is pending. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With due resjiect to the Chair, what ] 
desire to say is tliat my amendment is that this Rent Ordinance be deleted 
I may say that here 1 am urging grounds by which Government ma> 
consider why it may he deleted if they are convinied on the ground o 
illegality as well as on the ground of fairness. My irround is that thii 

Ordinance should go off the Bill and that is the jioint tliat I am urging a; 

to how this Bill having originated in this House should not havi 

originated in the Assembly also. It is illegal and therefore it should hi 

taken off llie Bill. My second ground is fairness, that is, it should bi 
taken off the Bill in fairness to us. Honourable members of this Housi 
should feel the same wuth me in this matter as to whether in this particulm 
case they should support the Government, this house having the seizin o 
the Bill already. In their heart of hearts they know that it is only fai: 
that we should pass that Bill; we have already taken it under considera 
tion, and have almost gone through half its provi.sions and we shall pas 
it in the near future^ but in the meantime this Rent lOrdinance has beei 
introduced ami if it is passed iiy the Legi.slature it becomes law, then i 
would certainly injuriously affect th^ position of this House in so far a 
the question of the consideration of the Calcutta Rent Bill is concerned 
It is quite one thing for the Chief Minister to say that he will put in • 
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rider later (»u that the Calrutta Rent Ordinance in this Bill be repealed 
ouce we pash tile other Bill in the rej^ular manner, but in what way will 
the Honourable Miiiibter do it!" 

I loi one do not understand in what wa,\ we can do it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das you .should up tliat point. 1 cannot 
allow \ou to puisin* that aro;nment an\ luitlier. It \ou want to support 
\ou» ainendnunt, pleas(‘ do so. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. 1 obey \oiir rulin^^ But all that 
1 do suy is that there is no reason w li} it should in)l he deleted. With 
these words 1 commend my motion. 


Mr. President: Amendment imueil that in the .sehedub of the Bill, 
liie toliuwino be deleted, namely: — 

"HMb V... The (’aleutta Rent Ordinance, llHO*’. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: ,Sir, 1 ii>e to .support the aniendnieni 
iiitot‘d b\ my tneiid Mr. Das. We liave loMid a hit ahout th(' (aleutta 
Itt'iit ( oiiliol ()i (liiiaiiee. 'i'his Ordinaiiee ha.s not oiveii any relict to the 
jieojde who caiinol liave 4in;i> house to h\e in ('.ileutta. In this Ordinance 
W(‘ have not seen aiivling’ winch gives impetus tor the eon.struetiou of more 
buildings in this eii\. This has re.slneled iiian\ things and luise given 
(ftlain eoiieessiniis and lif^hts to the tenants onl\ and as .sueli this Ordiuaiiei*. 
does Hot ^i\e an\ nnp<‘tus to capitalist tt) build more loTu.scs in ibe city so 
dial tbe eoiigi'stjon in the i il\ ma\ be less. ( lovcuaimenl have not vet 
made an\ airani^eineut so that people may ;.;et non, ('t'lnmit, bricks and 
I'lhci miitcjials ni order to const rini more buildings. So unless and until 
tlu'se things are done vh»u <-annol reimoe tbe eonni*stion. ^’ou cannot 
leduci* the want ol tbits and looms in tbe city oi t'aleiilia. Thi*re is 
atiothei tiling wliiih 1 want to sa\ and that m lliat llie (ioMunmeiit liave 
ii'd (lone an\ thing to lemove liie iiaiisjiori <litiieult^\ 'I’liev aie only 
aiiMous lor jxiwer. Jl sulheieiil tiaijspori laeilily irom snhuihs i.s availahle 
'•be eon;:estion could have bi'cti avoided. .Nollini^ has heeii suggestial to 
lia\e a subiiiban xnviee tor tin* (iiveisKUj o) (he eongeslioii liom the eit\ to 
die suhuibs. The piovismiis only sa\ that the laiidloids -lomld not do tins 
f th.it. Tin* pIoMsjniis do not loin h the ten. nils. \\ ilh thcsr words I 
"'iliijoii the amendment moved h\ ni\ liiend Mr Da" 


Mr, BIREN ROY: Sir, in supiiortin*’ the amendment moved by niy 
Jnemi Ml Das I would draw the atli-ntioii ot ibe ILuTlde Chiet Minister... 
I he llon'ble Mr. H S. Sriiu \ vv vnnv . Oh ^o away.) How can 1 go 
1 sliall .st.iy and continue. Now, Sir, 1 vv holeheai ted I \ siipjiort the 
’iifudment moveit by iin frioml Mi Das ('fhe Hon ■Ide‘ Mr. H. S. 
"^1 HU \vv vini'i : l.andlordl). Aren’t you a landlord aie’nl vou going to 
‘^'d over many things ^ 1 do not want to eonimeiil on hi.s luiidlontiiig 

b'lsiiiesN, ot the Jluii'ble t'liiel Minister, Sn. but tin* mam problem is 
dial it is not uj) to the Hon'ble Clin t Miiiistm to j(»si* his temper. We 
Sir, mm h younger than he in pai liamontaiy atlaiis. But it is known 
’ * nil that fililmsteriiig is one oi the jiai Iiammtaiy proecdun* and wc are 
‘I'le miniature and amateur filibusters at tfiat. 


\\ V do not take much of your time We are taking o or 10 minutes 
‘>id you want to stifle that too through inteii ujdions. My main point in 
‘»naeking the inclusion of ihi.s rent ordinamc would la* this: that the 
'oivernmcnt has already wu.sted not only our time the responsibility of 
‘yiiclj they now want to shelve on iis Imt they have hrouglit a Mill in this 
li'iiise and wc ar« in .seizin of it. They appointed a Sidcct Committee 
go through that Bill. Much money has been wasted on it. Being not 
wdth wasting that money thev are nou' adopting another he^-kdoor 
I'ldicy through other amendments to cliange the ilecision of fhe Sele<'t (Nim- 
buttee. They wasted public money in giving travelling allowances and 
Jo 
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other emoluments to certain members attending the Select Con^ittee. 
They have not been able to make up their minds yet. Unfortunately, Sir, 
my honourable friends on the European side supported that... 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, I hope you will realise that we are no) 
discussing the Caluutta Rent Bill at the present moment. I request you 
not to reler to any incident in connection with that Bill. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: 1 am just impressing upon the House why thl^ 
ordinance should go out of this Bill. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister lia> 
already stated in this House in connection with the illegality of bringiii;! 
in this Rent Ordinance when we have a Rent Bill on the point of ordei 
raised liy Mr. Jialii Chandra Das — that he would bring in a repealing 
M(!ction in the next Bill. But why all this fus is necessary. Much money 
could have been saved by not bringing in that Bill. Alter w'e have passed 
that Rent Bill if there be any provisiims which will be to the advantage ol 
the unfortunate landlords who have been treated like criminals because 
they have built houses and rented them to those who haven’t, tliese w'lli 
be inoperative and so when a repealing bill will come, it will bring in it^ 
trail a new' Bill and another ordinance will come in again. Nothing 
has been done to safeguard the interests ol both the landlords and tln^ 
tenants. Nothing has been done by which the landhwds can get iron, 
steel or cement from the controllers. Nothing has been done in tbi" 
respect so that the landlords can buibl inon* dais to relieve the congestion 
When a tenant has been ejected he cannot have anotlnu house and iIkmc 
is no provision hy whieh such a tenant cun be helped witli accommodation 
and may not be harrassed. Tlu're is no bcnclicial provision in tlu* Bill 
Moreover, there is no necf'ssity Ibi such an ordinance now. In war time it 
had been rjeccssar\ . You cannot pul iorward the plea of cnicigcncy foi 
all time to come. Instead of this you should cicatc uood will to win back 
the ncojile. Do not try continue all these ordinama^s. If you take out 
all these ordiiianees we shall automatically go out. Thto'c wull not Ite an\ 
necessity for us to speak. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before tht‘ House is that in the 
Schedule of the Hill, the foll(»wing he deleted, naimdx -- 

*‘194t). V The Oaleutta Rent Ordinance. I94()”. 

The motion was jnit and a Division taken with the following result:- 


AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Daa 

Mr. Hemandra Kumar Oai 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmad 
Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad 
Mr. Syad Badrudduja 
Rai Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 
Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur Syad Abdur Ratid 
Choudhury 

Mr. Choudhury Moaziam Hosaoln 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Mr. Syod Fazio Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. C. E. Clark# 

Mrt. Labtnyaprobha Outt 
Tho Kon*bia Mr. Abdul Qofran 
Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul HaRut 
Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Ailzul Haquo 

The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 31 


Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar 
Mr. BIran Roy 
Mr. Biiwanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. BIrandra Kiihora Roy Chowdhury 
NOES— 31. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. Saiyad Muazzamuddin 
Hotain 

Mr. Latafat Hoatain 
Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latin 
Mr. Qaorga Morgan, C.i.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyatuddin Pathan 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlasur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rathid 
Mr. Amulyadhona Roy 
MIts Ethel Robartton, C.S.M.Q. 

Or. Kaiiruddin Talukdar 
Mr. Md. TauAq 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yittuf 

the amendment was lost. 
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Mft BMOY SINGH NAHAR: I be^ to move that in the Schedule of 
the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 VI The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1946”. 

Sir, this is the most dangerous of the ordinances that have been brought 
foiwani before the Legislature. IVe know that this ordinance was passed 
at a time when the war was going on and to ^ave the Imperialist Govern- 
ijient buch an ordinance was necessary in their own interests. But that 
jieriod of emergency has gone uwa^* and we do not rtMjuin* it further to 
^ave any Imperialist or any person or policy to Tmiintain such a black 
ordinance. We know what happened to the makers of the^e ordinances; 
we protested at the time against such ordinances and we wanted them to 
ijuit India and the time has come now when they are to (piit. I would 
w.irn the Government that if they persist in the policy of such onlinances 
I hey will have to j)ay very dearly for that and it is no doubt tliat tliey will 
h.ive no existence liere within a sh(»rt time. The GoviMiiment want to rule 
l)V ordinances, by force. Sir, the rule of force h.as failed, the war has 
proved that rule by force no longer pays and it must die. This ordinance 

nothing except rule by force. We hiid that this ordinance is meant to 
maintain essential commodities to safeguard prejudicial acts tor public 
N.itety and order and so on. The following article.s haM‘ ht‘en mentionc'd 
under essential commodities— food, water, fuel, light, jcowcu* and any otliei 
thing ess(*ntial for the cominunities which have got to lie maintained and 
safeguarded. 

Sir, wdiat is the fear that these essential commodities arc in danger of 
being (Here the honourable member stopped sfieaking) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Go on Mr. Nahar. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: TIow can 1 go on, Sir, when the (/hief 
Minister is talking with you and not heaiing what I am sa\ing. It is the 
duty of the ('hief Minister to hear 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do not care 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: You should eare... . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Nonsense. . . 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, f strongly protest against the 
oni.u'ks of the Ghief Minister. He said lumsense. Is h< entitled to say 
Giar!" Js it parliamentary? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The* proceedings ot the House should 
h(‘ earned on with decorum and with mutual courtesy. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: As 1 was sa> ing. Sir, thi.s Ordinamu* 
1' an c»rdinance by which the Government want to rule by iorce. We tiiid 
'u section 2 of the Ordinance mention of the sfumia! conimcKiity. It says 
essential coinniodity means food, water, find, light jiuw’er or any other 
tiling es.sential for the existence of the c'ommunity which i.s notified in t.hirt 
behalf h\ the provincial ffo\ernnient”. d’hen. .Sir, it is provideci in the next 
' iause that “to cause disaffection among, or to prc'judiee, prc'vciit or inicT- 
I'Tc with discipline, health or training of or the performance of their duties 

"1 pulilic servants Why does he want [miwct like that? Does he 

b ar that tlicrc' would he interference with tlic duties of the fiuhlie Hc*rvants? 
t bi the other hand time has c-ome when every cmc* should allow the. public 
servants to do their duty so that the administrative work may be Hinoothly 
' arried on. But why should we then have siicdi an Ordinance in which 
‘'Omebody mav come and interfere. Then, Sir, what has the health of the 
public, servant got to do with interference. Is tiuue any fear that some 
otlieer may be poisoned and it can prevent somelMwIy to give poison to the 
<ithcer? I think, Sir, the whole thing has been copied out from the Govern- 
ment of India Ordinances. Then, in section 2(f) it is stated — “tr 
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cause or produce, or to in.stif?ate or incite, directly or mdirectlj, tlu- 
cessation iff work liy a body of persons employed in any place of einploc- 
meut in wliieli one hundred iiersons or more are nornmlly f*nipliof<l , etc.. 
pU' W> fiiifl Hiat nou-a-flay^* <h<*n‘ arf labour n.oveinenis. Iheic uiii. 
be RfrikoH on aoeoniif Kri^vanres. Does be want to say that by tbi^ 
Ordinanee he will eontn)! strikes-does he tlmik that the labourer, should 
not iiuve an,\ rijirht to have their own eondition ini])r<n(‘d and their 
peetH in life betteied!' Does he want to fontro] the labour movenient b\ 

this Ordinanee}' Does lie want that there should not b(‘ any ^nievanee> ot 

the lahonreiH and they will submit to everything that their employers dor 
The labourers ha\e a right to exist: the\ liave a right to li\e like men and 
not like so many slaves as was previously the ease* in the old regime. '1 he 

time has ehanged and we do not want onr labourers to bi* what they weie iii 

the ]>ast. Next, Sir, ('haptei If firovuh*. for the prohibition of prejudi- 
eial nets, piihlieatiotis and eommunieatioils. Does the lion hh‘ Ohiel 
Minister fear that thei'c will be fdvil wary Does h<' f»‘ar that theie will 
be civil war against the jiresent Mini'strv and In* wants to saieg-iiard the 
present Ministry by thes(‘ Ordinamu'sr' Mell. Sir. it theie i*' ei\il wa; 
tliis Ordinanet* wauild not help him in an\ way. ^Phis ordinama* would noi 
help him if the pi'opb* reall\ rise ami ?e\oli agminst the t\'rann\ ot the 
present Ministry. If the p(*ople nuili.e that the\ will h<‘ rnlefl li\ 
Ordinane(‘ th(\\ will alway.s cfime and Mrote^t and rise against the Mini^'liN 
in s])ite ol yonr Onlinamaes. bulhd^ and gnn shots. 


TIh*\ have shown that |1n*v can rise again'>t tlo'se tiling'- and 1 wain 
you that they will do it again in futura* if oeea^ion aii^es Tim oidinam • 
says “No pei'SfUi shall, withont lawful anthoiitv or ext n^e. (u) do an\ 
pr(‘jmlieial act. " I (h» riol nmleistaml whal it m(*aits h\ the word- 

“without lawful authorilv”. Does the ( io\ei nuielit saiietioii aii> piepidi- 
eial act l)\ tiudr law'ful author ii\ or whaty Doe-' (loverninenl mean th.n 
they can allow aiiv perscui to do aii\ preiudieial act h\ kiwtii! anthonh^ 
do they allow eeitaiii pm’sons to de prejmlieial acts and jin-viuit othem horn 
doing tlie saniey There is no sense im he. id oi tall in it Section ((/>(/'' 
savs make, print, pnldish or distrihiite an.\ flm nmeiit d he 

author, (Mlitoi-. juiuter and iiuhlishei ot. ami an\ person who otluu'wise 
makes or produces au\ prejudicial report " We ha\f‘ semi how' tar the 
(biverniiieiit have heen ahh‘ to eorili-ol thes(‘ things \\ lieiiever they hail ti'ieil 
to eoiitnd they failed. Tlier'e weie leaflets dmt rihutf'd unantliorised 
literature was distrihutcul. Now, Sir, at that time wi- weii' tighting again'l 
hureaiieraey to drive the foieigrier-s out. We wanted to nib* our selves 
If yoii now want to introflner* this oidmanee von will fiiitliei- im ite thmn 
We know the (biverriment which rules h'ast rules lx*.! d'he eoiintry whieii 
is least ruled is tin* best country. 


It M'tUMs that hv this or<linanee vou want to er(*ale an at tnosplien* that 
somr*thing is g()ing to happen. Sir. (diaptei II deal, with |)iihlie .salVtv 
and ordf'i-. Si'ction 10(/) savs “The Ibovineial (TovernmeiP ni.iv, for the 
[Uirpfise of sfM’uring the jmhlie safety, or tlu* niaintenanee ot juihlie or(h*i . 
l>y grup'ral or special ordm', prohibit, lestriet or impose eomlitions upon, 
the bolding of or taking part in piiblie juaieessioii'., meetings or ass(>mhlies’' 
Sir, 1 <lo not see anv argninent in introdmnig tiling' like tlies^-. In tie- 
Punjah the Muslini Ticag'iie Party wanted to lerimve .('ction I4f, thev 
agitated and thev have heen sncee^sfril Here we find the same parfv 
wants to eontimre section IM or restriction of civil hhe'rties. d'his is imr.t 
shameful and sf’audalous. We stiougly dejireeate thing, like the.e. Not 
only tliat, in suli-sfudion it savs even in private places \o\i eanmd ludd 
a meeting. 


Sir, this is another clause .which is very dangerous. It might be that 
in one jilnet' p(‘ople have gathered to express their views against the present 
rule of the Government or some misdeevhs of the Gf>vernmont or Government 
officers and they want to express their views or where necessary to bring 
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their views before the Government. But the officer in charge of the place, 
if a whim comes to his mind, tlmt this will go ag:ainst him personally or 
some other officers he will and interfere with the ^mtheriiij?; he may 
not allow the people to assemble at a pla(‘e to ex})ress their views even 
before the GovernmenI So, Sir. this is a mo>t dan^^erons clause. 1 do 
not know whether our friends on the opposite side have had ever ^one 
through these ordinances; otlnnwise the\ would have forced their Ministry 
not to place this ordinance before any le^rislature. This is a shameful 
ordinance plaiial before* t]ii> L(‘o i^l:itiir»‘. The next point is Sections 11 
and I'J - ITila w till ])ri]lin^»- and 1 notficial rnitornis. Tht'V want to control 
the drills whiidi w<>re unlawful. Sir, these drills and uniforms were 
thouo-ht unlawful at the time of the war because (lie Jbilish Government 
in India did not want that an\ other paity or bo<ly should have their own 
[>eop]e, vfiould have then men trained oi* umlormed lu'caiise tht'V mijrh^ 
come and represent the militar\ or ha\(* their own miiitarv. But now w'* 
find tliat manv parties. man\ assomations a!<‘ haviuj»- diills. scouting; 
orjranisat ions ;ind oth(‘r thin;»-s. You want t(» l»an tlu'si* things l)y th(‘He 
(daiises Sir, what ha])}HMi> to-day!' Wt* find that the Muslim National 
(luard is havine: diills ninl paiades in uniform, similar to those uniforms 
(d tht‘ militar\, in the publi<' str<‘ets (d' Cahmtta. Do \ou want to stoj' 
iJiis or do \ou want them to continue!' If it is in tin* mind id' tin* Ministry 
that they wan! to allow the' Muslim National Guaial to continue as it is 
.ind tlicie ma\ i)o( he an\ other part\ or au\ olliei oro-an isat ion . Sir. W'e 
on this ‘.id!' of tin* Ifousi* stronol\ ju’oti'sj ao'ainst this if there be any suidi 
ihinir in tin* mind ol the (lovernmcnt If theri* is no sneh thiim’ in (heir 
minds why these* e hiust's II and 1‘J!' (daus(*s 11 and TJ sav that you should 
md have any uniform like* tin* militaiw or any drill. Is if because you 
want to ban the Scouts and <dher tliincN*-' The G(t\(*rnnn‘nt nun’ or may 
not recoeiiise that the people want then youn^-sters to h‘a’’n drills. You 
ai'c doiny it; others are* doino’ it AVh\ do ^ou want to .-top thernP 1 
hear the (^hief Aliiiistei sa\ that I want to talk out. I am md talking out. 
lb* is talking’ out 1 am \e*r\ bricHv commentinf*- on the clauses that 1 
find hi'K* and \ou should ha\e patience* to ln*ar iih*. 


Next e-otnes e l.iusr jl! ft js also a \e*?\ biy* clause* It e)\(>s power f() 
o‘(juirt‘ flit* assist. iiice* (d ccrf.nii ))eisons. 1| reads “Any otliem of tiovc'rn- 
nieiit aulhfiiised in this liehalf ]i\ L;rrn*ial (»i special euelci ed fin* Piovincial 
tioye*ri)inent max. within such .eie.i as max be specified in the* older, re(|uire 
eiix male pei'seui m (hat aiea to assist m (he main(e*nance' oi ?»*sloration of 
hixy and oide*! etr in the protection of [uoperty tor such pe'rnxi and in sucli 
nianm*r as the othcci niax ilircet’* Sir. what is thisp You want or rather 

you will foie'c the people tee protect (his and (hat pi'e»pe‘rty hx this law, I 

e.inriot umleist.ind tins aibitiaix peevxt*r. A’eni ha\e \our own pedice* ainl it 
Is- tile hoiirnlen diitx fit a t >o\ ei ririn*nl which irels its r(*vcnm' trom the people 
to oive* profe*etion and to [»ieUe‘c( tlie peeepb* ami their propertx. Ity fliis 
ordinance xeeu force* the fieeiple let pr'e)je*ej this eir that property. I cannot 
at least nmleistaml anx sense )te*himl if' ami in Idimllv eopxinp- tin* old 
ordinance* wit lout ^oiny threoi;.rh it And li anx persem fails (e* comply 
with anx lawful elircetiein y*iXf*ii f»i him In* sj,a)l he* juinishablc with 
irn]irisonmerit with or without fine. It ,en\ etreh*r is ^dxe*n to me*, I will say 
1 re'fuse* It atid if the t»ovetnim*nt ;rixcs sue }, an e>rele*r I may refuse* it ; 1 may 
refuse* if on personal ;^^if»mids; em se-iit iiin*ntal jrroumls; I refuse* if on p(diticai 
rtounds lo sat<’<ruard seune intei«*sts of ( Je)ve**itinn*nt . It is re*al)\ deuiiy harm 
tc me to fore’e on me an eerde*r. ami feir non-eompliam*e ed wliich to inifuiHOti 
me because* I am md eleiinfr soTm-thinL'’ wliicli is to tln*ir intere’sts f»r wlii<*li 1 
may be ineafeable of. Here then' have* mentiemed tfiat thev will fine or 
nuprisoii those who do not carry out their or their edfie'cr’s eirder to do a 
thinjr. lA'^liat is tlji.s. I ask, SirP I '..iv that if hv tliese* GTe!inanf‘<‘s, hy 

these Rules, you want to (govern the province. \<mi want to have* feeiwcr eiver 

fhe province you will never have it. You cannot imagine to have it. 
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If the Oovernment so think, they can do many things out of these rales 
and ordinances but they will have to reap the consequences of such laws 
which they are no"' Roing to enact by force by limiting the time for .tis- 
cu»ftion aH* we have just heard from the J’resident that we Rhall have to 
finish it thift dav. If the time is short, we cannot properly considt*r and 
discuss the hill or see whether it is really in the best interest of the country 
or against a large section of the people. If the Government think that 
they will he able to govern in thi$ way, then they are living in the Fool’s 
i^aradise. Such ordinances affect large sections of this huge population 
of llie province. -If the people refuse to be governed hy ordinances you \^il] 
have no power you may remind yourself of the fact thal a very jmwerfiil 
nation is now preparing to quit India. If, in spite ol all this you still want 
to rule })>' force tlien you will miserably fail. 1 would therefore urge U]>on 
the Government to have better sense and to iiile by love and not l:y (.rdi- 
nancf'H, with the co-operation ot the people, with laws passed l)y the 
re]jres<‘ntativeH of the people, and that if ordinances are the sheet anchor 
of their rub*, then they should be thrown out and that is wh> 1 urge that 
this ordinance should l)e deleted out of this Oidinanccs Temporary I'.nact- 
ment Bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment movf‘d that in the Schedule (f tlic 
Bill, the follow'ing he deleted, namely: — 

*‘194(i VI — The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1040”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 ri.se to sii]>j)o]t the motion of my 
fricfid, Mr. Naliar tliaf the Bengal Special Powfus Ordinance la* deleted. 
Now, Sir, sfmie of the members of the (lovernment j)arty were seen to )*c 
jubilating over some of the provision^ of tlfis oidi nance and vve aia .''iiie 
that when this particular issue gO(‘s to votf* they will support tin* (lovern- 
ment and give their vote for this (trdinanee. But, Sir. tli'v can \(i1e for 
it ot)ly under one conviction and that certainty is that none of the provisions 
of tJiis law will ever be applied against anv meinb(‘r of tin* Mu‘'lini League 
party. 11 is only that bt‘lief, Sir. that e<)uh] induce sen*'il)1e }>ersOTis If) givi* 
tlu'ir vote for such a drastic m(‘asure as tins. 

Sir, a new situation has arisen in India, and the situation i^ (hat tin* 
British Government is going to (juit India and transfer ])ower either 
to the C(*ntral (L)A'ernnien( or to the existing Provincial (Jovernments or 
to some areas w]i(‘re they think fit and ])ro])<*r. Sir, this is the Mtuation 
Now, tin* Muslim League (Toverumeut is going to take pow(‘rs in Bengal 
uinl<’r tin* Bengal Special Pow(*rs Ordinanei*, pov\(*r‘i which jiia* '^o drastic 
that if it suits their convenience and interests they will apply tln in against 
the party whi<h is in opposition, and that ])arty which !*< in ojjposition is 
the (bmgrc'ss Party, a party which is other tlinn the Muslim League party. 
AVe want tc' know the attitude of the Tipague towards the non-Muslims. as to 
whether as a matter of fact they will share power with them: thi-^ is what 
we would like to kmnA . We know that quite rt'cvntly the Hou bb* Thief 
Minister had b(*»*n to Bajshahi wln‘n' he himself expressed that one partv 
rule should not go ou in the way in which it is going on in Bengal. 
There should be u Government of all parties This is not all. We want 
something more. What we want 1 may sav categorically here. We want 
to know whether this Government will apply the provisions of the Special 
Powcu's Ordinances against us. That is a thing we want to know. It is 
not enough for the head of (he Muslim League Partv or the Thief Minister 
to say that they are not against all-party Government. AVe want to know 
whether Government is prepar 4 ^d to shed its colour of comnunuilism, wc 
want to know whether the Gorernment is prepared to give a gobv to com- 
munalism. We want to know whether his party or his Government is 
prepared to accept joint electorate instead of separate electorate just to 
bring the two opposite parties together. We demand 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das we are not discussing the general policy 
here. I hope you will confine your arguments to the amendment before 
the House now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It is for the purpose of explaining why 
we are opposing the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance it is necessary for us 
to ask the Chief Minister all these questions. If a straightforwcU'd sutis- 
tactory answer is given by the Chiet Minister with regard to the points I 
liave given, then there is some chance of the passing of these provisions. 
We should like to have a definite answer from the Chief Minister. We 
want to know whether theie will be au) ehange ot heart. Take tor instance 
we want to know whether instead of eomniunal tiovernmt'iit there will be 
an all-party (ioverinneut rei»reseutiug equal number ot League and non- 
league parties. Whether the Chief Minister should he ajqminted alter- 
natively from J.eague and Congress and whether theie would he joint 
electorate? Whether all apjiointmeiits in the public seivice should be filled 
by competitive examination conducted by a nou-communal independent 
Public Service Commi.^siou, Then, Sir, we want that Jlengal should 
’emain a part of the unified Central Uovernment. We want to know if 
this Government would \ield to these iioint^. We want to know whether 
tins special powers ordinance should lie eiitorccd. For instance wc want 
to know whether it would be possible to take out procession or to ludd 
meetings to ventilate tlie grievances ot the pcditica) parties. Will this 
(iovernment allow the Ojijiosition the.se facilities? Now, Sir, tht‘ lime is 
vt ry important and we should not lose a moment, we want to know wlieiher 
if we iiold meetings and take out processions w’ill this Govenimeiii let loose 
iijjon us their police otticers and military? Cnder section 18, pow^r of 
detention has been g’iveii to the police. It is a very gein'ral power and the 
jiolicc can detain anybody and arrest anybody ami liarass him if they like. 
These are, Sir, \ciy d.ingcKm.^ proxisions. Thtut* are many such drastic 
provisions in tlie ( tI<lillanc^s and we should like to know whether they wdll 
l»e enforced on us it we take out jiroce.ssions and hold nuM'lingH in order to 
criticise any acts oi this Government or demand oui rights in view’ of the 
coming events. 'I’ht're are some other points hut lliose points iiav(‘ heiui dealt 
with by Mr. Nahar. 1 would however reter to .seel ion lo of the Bengal 
Speidai Powers Ordinance whieli suvs — “Jt any per.sons when n‘qiiircd by 
or under any ot the provisions of tliis Oidiiiauce makes any statement or 
turnishes aii\ infoimatioii wiiieh he know.s or lias reasonalde caii.se to believe 
to he false or not true, in any material particular, lie shall he ])unishuble 
with imprisonment for a t(Tm which may extend to three years or with 
fine or with both”. 

Now', Sir, this is a very dangerous piovisiun. In tlie Indian Jhmal 
t'ode there i.s one .such luovision in regard to the making of false statement 
after taking oath in a court ol justice. Suppose a police otficer takes a 
statement and it enters into liis head that tlu* statement is not correc.l then 
the man who gives such a statement runs the risk of prosecution and may 
have to go to jail for a period whiidi ma^ extend uji to three years. Now, 
H any body safe under this section 15? Mr, Nahur has referred up to 
section Jd. He has not mentioned all the.se things. Frider section 18 
again we find “Any police officer not below the rank of Suh-Jnspector, or 
any other officer of Government emt>owercd in this behalf by general or 
special order of the Provincial Government, may arrest witliout warrant 
unjv' person wliom he resouably suspects of having acted, of acting, or of 
being about to act, — 

(a) in a manner prejudicial to the public safety...” 

Sir, is not this provision very dangerous? Not only by this section 
and by other sections also the present Government may put to jail a body 
of persons leading an agitation but it may prevent the press also which is 
Ibe defender of public rights and liberties from publishing any such thing. 
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By sections 7, 8 and 9 they can, gag prtys. Sif^ should the press be 

gagged at a time when great changes are ahead, when the press should voice 
the feelings of the public?' Under section 9 the power to impose censorship 
has been given. Under sections 7 and 8 even true informatioii cannot be 
published for the simple reason that Government may think that that^will 
oe prejudicial to public safety — a convenient expression to covet niany^acts 
of omission and commission of the Government. Sir, tlie executive should 
not be armed with more powders than are ab>>oiut(dy necessary. Ordinary 
law's are enough for them. They have enough jiovver to .su])])iess the 
Uazongs in Mymensingh or to shoot the stiuh'iits in Calcutta, or iu the 
Tehhaga movement. They did not require tlioe extraordinary ordinances 
for that. They are doing all these tilings under the ordinary laws. It this 
is pa.ss(‘d we suspect, and very reasonably too, that this ordinanee will he 
used against the political opponents of the present Government. Otherwise 
I cannot for a moment think how the sujiporters of Government are going 
gladly into the lobbies to vote tor- the continuance ot this oidinance. 1 
submit that the Executive should not be given any ni(<re powers than are 
absolutely necessary. They have already got widi* powers sufficient for the 
purpose of carrying on the administiation. 1 submit again that at such a 
time — at such a tremendous time-” when we are passing through a period 
when the history of a nation is going t<* he made this exeeiitivt- Govern- 
ment which is HO hostile to the political aspiration ol anothei jiariv should 
not be given the jiowers envisaged in this ordinance 

With these words, Sir, J support the motion, 

(Mr. Rirkn Roy rose to s|H5ak). 

MTi PRESIDENT; You will not taK<* long 1 believe. 

MFi BIREN ROY; I shall he very hnel, Sii-. J shall take about three 
minutes. I want to put a question to the Jlon’dde Minislei m ( liarge ot 
this hill. lie stated before that it was on the djie(‘ti\e ot ihe India (iovmn- 
meiit that this continuing ordinance praet K'all y is hmiig hioiiglil u]i before 
this House. Why our .Mr. Suhiawaid\. tin* Chiei Minister, is so weak 
and submissive to the Chmtral Goveiiiment on this asp»'( t \\'h\, when he 
knows he has power enough -and la* .staled in ihi.s House on a prt‘Vious 
occasion tiiut he is prepaiing tor Hukistan to fight (he Congiess and the 
British alike, h(‘ Ji<*eils to be armed with the Spiaial J'owtos Ordinam-e 
which w’us necessary during the war!'' Jt i.s not neeessajv an\ longer. II 
it is luci'Hsaiy even being a majoril\ |)aily winch h-ads. to stilft* u.s oi gag 
us mmnhei's of this side of the llousr, tlien 1 lliink Ihe (loveiiiment is very 
much mistaken. He wanted mil goodwill and eo-opeiation and we again 
appeal to the (liief Minister why do um submit to tin* ('eiitial (loveinment 
now'^ You can protest sa\ing that we do m*t want to he anm‘d with anv 
such thing. AVe are in a majoritv and wt* are i)o|iuIar, wi* can continue 
our rub' with the goodwill t>f the pe(»|de and wt* lu-ed not be aimed witli 
.special Ordinances. My friends Mr. l)as and Mr. Xabar have explained 
in detail the various provisions in the ilauses ot these ordiunnet's. So J am 
not going into the details. I would .submit io him to withdraw this 
ordinance from the purview of this extending Bill. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I helit ve that all Provin- 
cial Governments have armed themselves with similar powers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. As the di.scussion is not yet com- 
plete I propose to adiourn the Rouse now till 8 p.m. to-night as the Bill 
has got to be finished, and the%4>ther House is to meet here within a few 
minutes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s To this I beg to say that it will not be 
possible for us to come again. 
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(^djonmment>^^ 

The Council J^en aHjourned fill 8 p.m. the same dav. 

^ (A fter ad journ ment . ) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, IVrmit me to make 
a statement. I think you will he able to finish the business very soon. 

Sir, I am ronstrained to lod^e a definite objection to the procedure that 
ha^ been adopted by the Chair in muzzling the public opinion and stitliug 
the voice ot tlie Opposition in res])ect of the black Hill which seeks to lega- 
lise the arbitrary and the executive orders of the (foveriimeut in the form 
(jt an omnibus Act. An attempt has been made to legalise ten arbitrary 
black ordinaiH'es wliich are calculated to interfere with the civil liberties of 
the people and to perjietuate a reign of terror in Hengal by giving l(‘gal 
Naiiction to tliose ordinances.^ As a representative of the jieojile and on 
behalf of the (^ingress party wliich 1 have the honour to represent here, 

J owe a duty to iny'^elf as well as to the people of Hiuigal to ventilate these 
giicvance> and jirotest against the high-handed actions ot the (iovern- 
iiieiil in attempting to rush through this lawless Hill in a manner prejudi- 
(ial to th(‘ best interest of the jieople at largi*. 

Moreover, the ('ongress jiarty has heretofore (*o-«>])cruted in the normal 
husiiiess of the House. Hut we arc painfully surpii^ed to find that the 
( hair in contravention of tlie estuhlisheil canon oj ju‘'tic(‘, has fi\t*d up a 
in< 4 lil ^l((lnf^ ot the House witlinut consulting the Opposition, 
with the avowed object of rushing throimh the Jiill ir an indecent haste at 
the behest of the (iovernment .And inonMivcr we aie <*onsjderah!\ handi- 
capTied tor lack ot traiisjaut faeilities caused h\ 11 m‘ eontinueil strik»‘ ol the 
tram ami efuitiuued ovmerowding ot tin* vehieulai traffic. maintes(l\ due 
to (lie apath\ and iiieomjietenee ot (he administiatmn Sir, you gavi* a 
detiniti* understanding to the Seeretars of out part\ that there would he a 
eeiitinued sittiiio (his aiteiiioon until the business was finally disposed of. 
hut euiioush enough, wiihiuit enrisulting the ttpposition \'()n eliangf'd oiii' 
opinion ami suddenly adjourned the House (o ,S o’clock (oniuht in order t»» 
aeeommodati' tlx* I iovernment in (heir anxietx to yet (his lihu k Hill passed. 

I Tide? these en eumsi.inees, we regie! W(‘ cannot lake anv further jiart 
f'Uiiglit in the [U’oeeerlings of (he House and we (hmelore withdraw under 
protest . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das. will \ou kindl\ resume youi seat so that 
I may say a few wonisp 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Hut, Sir, ue aie withdrawing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut before you withdraw, please lieir wdiat 1 
propose to say. You can withdiaw it you like, hut 1 h<»})e you will he good 
enough to hear me fijst. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. my part\ inemhers are iusisting 
and therefore I am afraid I cannot oblige you. My party membeiH are 
urging me to withdraw. 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAUEM H088AIN: Tin i.r.- tcrrihlv ufrai<J. 
Sir. 

<The Congiess party (hen withd,rew from (he (’ham her.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: . Order, order. I think I owe it to the House fo 
explain the whole po.sition. It was never the intention of the ('hair to 
muzzle the opposition. I am sure every member of the H^uise will agree 
"ith me tliat the Opposition has la'cii allowed the iitino.st facilities in niov”- 
iiiff niotious, in supporting and speaking on amendments I made it 
■ilmndantlj clear that if the House did not finish the Bill by 4-15 p.m. thl. 
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4 ifter^()on it would be necessarjj^to sit again And ili%ae tellJmofjfci.to tha 
members of the Opposition that the aU^gt*! the Jjtjierjlouse dntaiwenes, 
so naturally we would have “‘to sit after tm sitting H5Hr,^4^ other House 
was over. Jt is the duty of the Chair to see. that the buidneadiDi the House 
proceeds. The ('hair is not in any way interested in the result of tingj^vote 
or the djscu.sMon, i.e., whether tlie Bill is accepted or defeated. Biit it is 
definitely the duty of the Chair to see that the proceedings of the House 
are iSbt hampered in any w’ay, and taking into consideration the convenience 
of all parties, llie Chair fixed 8 o’cIock tor re-assembling of the House. 
Afay I now have tjic opinion of the Hon’ble Home Minister whether we 
should proceed wdth the Bill tonight in the absence of tiie Opposition or 
give the Opposition an opportunity to come back? ^ 

Thu HOft»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I fear I must adopt the 
view that we should jiroceed with this Bill and finish it in the course of 
this evening. It is unfortunate that the Opposition liave thought it 
advisable to withdraw from the House, but it was clear to us that they 
were adopting and intent on adopting delaying tactics in order to delay the 
passing of the Bill. You can see, Sir, from the sjieeches that were being 
made on amendments that some members were speaking in a manner whicli 
show’s that they were not serious but they were taking a great deal of time 
111 the course of their speeches. If 1 have felt at all that their withdrawal 
was justified, or if I ftdt at all that J had in the least stopped them from 
-upeaking, 1 would under the circumstances have most certainly reijnested 
you to adjourn tlie House and give them another opjmrtunity to come hack. 
But apart from the fact tliat the Bill must go to the other House and must 
rec(‘iv(* the assent of tfje (j^overnor-Cencral and l>e published in the (hizetltt 
before the 17th of this month — and we liave ver\ little time t(> do that — 
apart from that fact, J teel that eiUMigh ha> been said (Ui the ffoor oi this 
House iu respect of (‘acb of tbe.se items and tlie Opposition lias gained its ob- 
ject and nothing really wiuild come (uit of it if the meeting is sii>j)en(h*(J till 
another day and the Opposition is given a further o|))>ortuuit\ to (liscu^s 
the mutter. J tlieretoie teel that in the circumstaiires J will humbly 
re(juest you to jiroceed with the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 quite appreciate wliat has been said by the 
Hon'ble the Home Minister hut at the same time 1 w<uild just like to know 
if W’e take un this Bill tomorrow morning and try to fini.Oi it, will there be 
much difficulty in getting the assent of the Ooveruor-lieneral in time. I 
think still tliere would he 5 clear days availalde lor the purpose. 


The Hon'ble Mr. H, 8. Suhrawardy: Sir, it has to he printed by the 
Kith uml it must be published on the 17th Murdi. Tomorrow is l.'lth ami 
there is no certainty that the Opposition will not adopt the same procedure 
us the> adopted toda\ , namely, three or four members will s]>eak for long 
hours and repeat the same urg\imen\s on each of these amendments. There 
is no guanintee that the Bill will go through tomorrow. As a matter of 
fact, you, Sir, found vourself, if I may |»resume to say so, ahsidutely 
helpless today before them when they insisted oil speaking as long as 
possible on each of these amendments although it was quite clear that they 
were repeating the same things over and over again. It was very clear 
that they were not prejiared tci deal with this subject, if I may say so, in a 
<'(Mq)eiutiv(* manner. They knew that it wujuld embarrass the administra- 
tion considerably it they could somehow or other impede the pa.ssage of th‘^ 
Bill and make it difficult if iMjt impossible to get the (rovernor-GeneraTs 
assent on it in lime. Their purpose for the last few days has been nothing 
else hut to drag ou the cousiderntion of this Bill. Tbe^V are the facts. Sir. 

adjourn the House (ill tomorrow there is no guarantee that the Bill 
will be passed tomorrow’. ^ 



194T.]' .. ULEliftEBS AsENT. , ^ 326 « 

liKW PWfSl§BflTf ft 0true that th^ is ho guarantee. I quite agre#. " 
Buf^oirt yo iflfiiinJ%that tht^ppl^ition should oe ^ven another oppor- 
tunity to I will just request you to consult the administrative 

officers whfllier Tt is absolutely impossible to get the assent in time if the ^ 
finished tomorrow. 

Tha^on’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The position is ^iiiioaii 

Because if it is actually passed tomorrow by this House it will go* to the 
Assembly before it can be forwarded for assent. Only if it is passed at 
any time before the Assembly meets it would meet th(‘ situation. If you 
iM'e, Sii', ao very, if 1 may say so, inclined to give them another oppor- 
tunity, may I suggest that the House may meet tomorrow at 9 or 10 o’clock 
so that even if they adopt dilatory tactics or dilulory measures we can 
continue after lunch P ^ 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: I think that is a very good suggestion and I am SN 
inclined to accept it that we adjourn the House till 10 o’chn'k tomorrow in 
the morning and go on with the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If you fetd .so inclined, I 
will have no objection. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: AH right. The House stands adjourned till 10 
o'clock tomorrow morning. 

Adjourfifnent. 

The Council then adjourned till 10 a.m. on Thursday, the Idth March. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held mi the I2th March, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. L. r. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Kaniiiii Kumar I)utta, 

(H) Khau Bahadur Shaik Fazal Fdahi, 

(4) Mr. Muiigturam Jaipuria, 

( 0 ) Khnn Bahadur Alhadi Shaikh Maliummed Jan, 

*0) Mr. lluma\un Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan, 

(5) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(9) Mr. Yagendra Nath Moholanobish, 

(10) Mr. T. B. Aimnto, 

'll) Dr. Kumud Sankar Hay, and 

<J2) Mr. Chaiu Chaiulra Saiiyal. 
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The (J&rxriL luet iu the Le^jislative Chamber of the Le^nslutive 
Calcutta, on Tliursday, the Kith March, 11)47, at 10 a.m., beinjr the 
heventeealb »day of the First Session of 15)47, pursuant to section 
ot the Govetnraent of India Act, FOdo. IHt 

Mr. Pjiftsident (the HoiCble Sir Buoy PitAS\i> Sfsi.ii Kov, k.c.i.k.) was 
ill theX’haji'. ‘ 

The ftengai Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947 (as passed by the 
• jN. * Assembly). ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yesterd ay we were iliscussing aniendnieiits Nos. if 
and llA. Yes, Mr. Koy. 4 

Mr.^EATIRAM ROY: Tot'lfs fjtt cn 

I Houses Bengal Ordinance Temporary Enactnm^f^ 
Bill, 1947, ■<§ I m ^Z^ cn OrdinancePl=T 

t 

c^r 1 <yvi 'arr?-'? m 

CP-f ttr*^ ‘^z^ Ordinance ^<] Ordinanoec^ special 

"TfTi Ordinance>ij^ Special Ptiwcn’ Ordinance Act 

^t=TT^ Ordinancc>i3^ C’TT^I 

^rt^T > 101 ^ St 5^1— Of«it 'TtCTJU' ^Itfif^Vi^l sjH‘cial 

I 7F^ Ordinance. -St?] h'cU t-ti^n 

I ' Ordinance Or^i^i «nc'=r 

PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, we are not diseiiHsing the general principle d( 
the Bill noA'. You come to the amendment. 


Mr. PATIRAM ROY: special jK)wer ^nici i Special Pow(‘r Ordinance—* 

C^i S[>ociaIly ^^] i:r:^ti:tr^ T^n STITT I ?r?im meeting n06 bff'TC^ TO 

Of! 'STt^^ meeting i^'z^ TOI 4^13 special if=n y’m I ^ 4it TOC' 

"JTOi 4^ Special Power Ordinanee4TT ’^TtiTrJT ^Tto 1 (TJ f^| 

^><11 c^i; "srrw 4^ti:iT tjtti ^zv^ j^ru sist’t 

’•fC?TO^ ▼TOl (?i 4^iT "trrs 4$ Special Power Ordinance ’crt^r-fTTSi <^i 

4 ’Wn ^ ^er .( ?FC^f5 l 4^-T ’^Tt^ 4^tc^ SlfTO ^ ITt^CSf 

I 4 '^1 ?CTO c>i 4t Special power Ordiijanco % 

iTTnjjW^ CW 1 4^ (TT^I ^ 6T5Tm^.*^^n! I 4¥«tl 4^t 151 TO'O 

errt Special Power Ordinance fTO 4 ^ ’«tPn vtr 4^r'fl^ ^ 

■t'n OT Jffw COT ^OT declaration vri c*r^iTn 9 -it tsi f 'c^ 'ThTTOT TO Sir ^ 

^ \ , 4^*s Wmi TO olf^ OT T5 f*R OT?1 4^5tC^ 'BTt-tin OTTOI ^V^ OT fW 
W A Ordnaoco49 ’fc^ «rTOTi i . 

* frwTbi t»fiTf^iT OTir^mmr w^rr *nrOT tfiOT fwfjTsft, 4OT^t[^ ControF 

4^11%^^ !ir5lOT firf«TTI CTO C«TO» OTI? STO^ V 

:’tWCOT OT cnc’^ VS TO COTt^ OT^l Br^t? OT 4^; TO ♦HJjPI? 

» 1 cv;t WifsT 3g 4 Ordinance^OTS Brf B=t sTOTtf !n^^, mcR I 4f irfT wrBf 

Tt#^^ Bri I WtB ^:?»<OTOTf» COT S«IOT BrI^ OTlS|T5t^ C?4t^ 

* ^ * ;■ .4^7 ^ 

OTmiT OTiwii^PrR 4!llifV5 cQililm sin TOif. csi tiinmlr UMnia OT OTwi* 

o** "*** 
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H permit ’tt'Qfi" ?rrvfW ^ i# c¥t^ coitrol ^ 

w ^TTriT^^ ^ •' ^’c^r ^ 3ri:<rT ^ ^ ^ 

w«Tt5n i»t^ ’Pra m ^of orevi <ti ^BFTf^m^^5T5C5^|iTO 

’ 01 ^ ^-*nr c^h fV| ^ ^ ^i c^f?n^ c^ j[:r^ 

.. m] cn, c«r cn to% ^ bsfftlt ^ 

jrc^i 

j}?r cn f^=T fra 5Tfra C^^? 1 '; 5 i’ r’c^r ^ cro c^, 

ij^fiTi c5t^ft*n?w^^7tflc^^ffera'srpra^3'4«ttr5fc5t^t«n [=^ 

ra ; ^ I ^ppcTTT i]^ ^rtrarr jj^r* 'toptf '^rwpPtii c’trs 

C^ C?t<( rff HoUfJOiil^ JpFrsT iT^-srs <ilJT‘ arrf ^ f ^ l C^ 

sPrM'ifVolc^ 'JIOT C5tc<?f ^Ttra c^ ^ c^rt? 's? ot^ ^ ^vf5 ©tPRi cr^ f% 

^‘t Ordinance cf f^ f^ m m >r 5 f?P 5 j l 

<rTf% '"rtflf f^ c^t^ c«ra ’tft 1 cot^^^i c^rc? ’tti ^ 1 

^r^r -4 ^r?f ^ ?ft?n (3^ fra^ tfr^i^ 4 ^ 4 ^^ 

;*^¥ft»T ▼rai ^<(T ra 4^ fiouse^^ ^ir<rr ^tra ct» 7 f^eipr 

^ fra; m I HouHe47 era ^ ^jft sm rsT, ra ws iRSTf 

^1, ^ 5'^'$ 4^l^i c-i^fjr JTi — 4^ ^f^fi lyf?, 

Wtr*T ^n 4<ira ^rra it^ (Pit fkzm ra ^=Tt?r c^l? 0^ 1 4^ Ordinance nf'^ withdj»% 

57 — #f 4^ frai^ 3n:*f] Special PoworH Ordinance delete ^}j ^i 'srTsitc*^ fV ’sffi: 

JTr*f OFN7 ’Ftra TO 4i?1 *^^r§r G vffc^OT 4 ^tf^f C577 ra iPTCJ 

’ ^ c^t^T *nm^ i ^rf® c^t^i ’ism raR r?!, Ordinance ^ 

CTO*1TC^I Ordinance fra ^if^ ’3Ttrw& ^Rra ra 4;Rt ra 

^ '*rr^JT rarra^ ^n 5f^?ri, W Ordinance ’fto m] frafe 

\iR;{ tjTtcr 4’irift Ordinana^ m( ^n ^tFfr ^?rr*fi i ^:rf^ ,nra 4t 

HI F'3 I Ordinance TO fra^ ^ RH JIR h«R ah f»- 7 ^Ri 

4i?i ’rflfc3 aiTH hrt^t 4^: ^w^^^ era ap? to 

TO ai^ I c^ meeting ^ =F^ era TO 

Meeting ^ra era jMirmiHaion fra i 4^ permiHsion a G?ir?i oPi Wte^ TOto^ 
irrc'S I 05r^i Hira^ H«7 1 ^1 FTi?F ^] cR^ TO sn a f^f^T ^r^' 'c>^-\\ f; ^ ^ 

‘ fra I 4^ TOMR 4^ ^fTO? 4TO meeting 4 =^ jicrmisaion fra^ 

CH^ TOTOt cw^i Htii TO 4^h c;S5|f^ meeting 'sivpn ^jr c^ ftflt* 4 ?i 

permission fra^ i fra^ ra^t meeting 4’c^ ra :ri fraRH iK^rmisaion fe cm 

4^ TOTfl ?fl ^15 ’C^ ^JflW ^RF TO vfi I ^v, TOh, A? 

4^ a permission a'GTOWHiH’ri4h a ?G>!n TO ^i ^tTO r;? ;n i tfCTRf 

TO rafl ot’F vra, 4TO *^s virrT I 'JTTsrJT! (v^rs TO 43rf^ h#*!^- 

meeting rh mci!!^. permission 'ItG^ri RR 4TO c^oj TO permission 

TO^n m HI I TO 4^ TO 4HHG TO’cH TOTcHH ^z^^ ^ 4li «vpnr 

'(RlHfraiRl I 4H a 5pm fHHH 4^ Oniinance4^ R^fr f%Fm cH«fH 

firn ^tohh ^fRH*naiR ra rat's htto to^ 4TOoPr TOhh fTO oot-ii 4^ to 

*^TOTTO tot toh) r’os mfk ^1 1 TO RTf^ 4^ ra tot^i jjt fs;: ^hto a motion 
4traH TO ’PK H H^TO I ' 

# Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI 8 H: Mr. President* Sir 

motion to delet<i, the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance" 
71846, from the list of the Ordinancos which is goin^ to be continued. Now 
^k, this ordinance practically takes away all civil rights and Hb^aa of the 
peorfti If Jrou/Sir, carefully ao through the ordinance \’ou will he satisfied 
that aM^mfcand ending Ani a man might honhftfly'and Conscientiously 
do%an#e^rouimt wuhin iae mischief dfr4£is ordadt&nclS7ii^d i t is onintf. -fn 
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be continued, for 'Several inont^ nfiire. Before we »eonsider why this 
ordinance is sought to be maintained we CiertiAily want to be satisfied 

from the Hon’bl<j Minister as Hb what are tlfe particular ^easofis, what are" 
the circumstances "fc^hich impelTed the (jovernment to continue tliis pauticular 
ordinance, what are the cfrcmnstances in the country that have arisen which 
compel them to continue tliis. On the dOth September when this ordinance 
was issued .the*poisition was, so far as I could gather, nothing more than 
some communal' trouble that was practically brought into the politics of 
Ifengal by the itction of the Muslim League through the unfortunate Direct 
Action that was sought to be displayed in Calcutta and in other places that 
c.tused that trouble and that also eaustnl tronhles in other places. One can 
easily that if the Muslim League do decide not to create any communal 
tiouhl© in the country there can be no communal trouiile. They being in 
power in this province, they being luactieally the administrators in this 
ju'ovince, it is they and they alone \\ho by their own act, b\ their own jiolicy, 
by their own resolution can at once do away with the trouble tliut wa?? 
.started in Bengal, on the Ibth August and that continued for some time. Is 
jt not extremely easy to stop all apprehensions of communal trouble it this 
liurticiilar Ministry l an make a simple declaration that there should not be 
any colPmunal trouble or that the Muslim League should not act in any way 
that might provoke the other communities!^ They e.in very easily do it. 
TheV can very easliy start a movement— an agitation even at (Tovernment 
cost^lbey can send emissaries to towns and villages saying that on no' 
accotlfif anytliing should be done wiiicb would strain the feelings of the 
different commuiiitie.s. Have they done it? Have they tried in any way 
vliatsoever to ease the communal situation!^ We see that there lias not h(‘en 
anything done save and except one or two eommun](|Ues that were issued 
now and then de])loring the communal tension in the country. I submit 
that is nothing. That is not the way in \sliieh you can .‘»to]) communal 
trouble. If you are really sincen*, it you want jieaee in the country, if you 
w.uif to avoid trouble, it is \our duty by \our acts, by your professions, by 
viiir speeches, to convince the ])eo])le that we cannot gain anything liy 
communal disturbances, by communal ivraiiglings and so on ami so forth. 
But instead of doing that, wliat is the oliject, wdiat is tlu* idea behind when 
\ou want that this Bengal Special Bowers Onlinanee, l!t4b, should eontinm* 
and continue for tl moiitlis or more. I wculd ct‘rtainl_\ reijuest the lionourahle 
nienibers to go tlirougli this Bengal Special ]h)W^ers Ordinance, BMti, over 
und to see troiii the definitions therein and its provisions how' 
drastic the definitions and the jirovisions are, how any ordinary act of a 
person, how an innocent act can be, by tw'ist of the language in this ])arti- 
cular ordinance, brought into the mischief of this particular ordinance. As 
% instance I would just like lionourahle members to refer to section 2, 
clause (•)) where “prejudicial act" is defined and if you carefully ponder 
over tbe»#e provisions you can easily be satisfied that any act, any speech, 
ajiy words uttered might be brought wuthin the purview of this clause. I 
would just give a sample to the honourable members. “Brejudieial Act” 
means any act which is intended or is Ijkely to cause disaffection among, 
or to prejudice, jireveiit or iiiterlere with th(‘ discipline, health or training ^ 
of, performance of their duties, by, ])uhlic servants”. Xow' J a.sk 

honourable members to consider what can he got out of this clause. If 1 
just meet a police constable and if I have to prote.st against some of his acts 
which I honestly believe to be wrong or improjier, well, he can at once say 
that I am interfering with his duty and that, tlierefore, 1 niu liable to be 
Entangled under this ordinance. May be that that is not intended and it 
may be said that the police or the Government wTll not be so foolish as to 
prosecute a man for Joing that. But that is not the question. The (jues- 
tion is that you obtain such a power from this ordinance. If you like you^ 
may use [t against an honest citizen in the way in which I am suggesting 
might happen. I submit, Sir, tliat such an enactment ought not to be in'" 
the Statute Bool^ for a minute tnofe, not to speak of hiontns. thould 

suefi p(^iFersii^‘ .You the majority party who are governpg this 
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province? The law is in your hand|i^ You direct its administration. Yo\ 
pel haps give interpretation ai^d you%an use it if you like to the detrimen 
of the other communities, of the other parties, whom you regard us you 
opponents. Certainly legi.slation is not intended to arm the Governmen 
for the time being with such pow'ers 'which they may, at any time, if tlie^^ 
so like, use against tlie other party, against their opponents. I therefon 
plead for a very serious consideration of the honourable members^whethe: 
such wide powers should be given to the Government which can oe use( 
practi(!aIJy in an arbitrary fasliion. Now, it there 'W'ere no such communa 
trouble, if there was no such sharp division eitlier in the House or in tht 
country 1 could have condoned this, that certainly this 'will not be used h^ 
one party against the other. Now' if certainly there is a movement, as wt 
find now that the movement or agitation has already .started on the question 
of the partition of Bengal, f am not however to he understood us gleadinp 
for partition hut I say there is the movement and that movement ik grow- 
ing, now' if this particular Government ot Bengal do not like this move and 
if there are public meetings here and there in which that particular %iove 
is advocated 1 submit that if the Government like they can at once stop that 
movement under this ordinama*. They can issue onh'is iijioii their executi\o 
authorities, the local authorities to stop the meetings or to arrest or 
prosecute the people who are advocating that because they may say that 
that will iTeate a commotion, disturbance^ and so on and so forth. Then, Sir, 
if you would just refer to another clause of this jnuticnlar section 2, >ou 
w'ill find that “prejudicial act” means any act wliicli is intended or is Hkel.\ 
to render any public servant incapable of etiicientl> performing his duties 
as such, or to induce any public servant to fail in the performance ol his 
duties us such — is so vague. Sir, God helps those who come in contact 
with such public servants hecau.se anybodv wlm come in contact with .such 
a public servant ma> he suppo.sed to he (listurhing him or in the language 
of this particular clause, “render him incapable of efficiently performing 
his duties”. Now, Sir, when the public servant is showing his am and is 
directing traffic if a man goes to liim he may he acensed of disturbing him 
in the efficient discharge of his »hities. It may be said that I am going to 
an extreme length in order to illustrate the a})surdity of this legislation, 
hut it is these extreme cases that will actually prove that these jirovisions 
are so absurdly wide, that such wide powers should not he given to the 
Government, 

Then, Sir, tliere is another clause which is e(|ua11y wide and equally 
dangerous which also occurs under the definition of “prejudicial act”, 
namely, any act w'liich is intended or is likely to juejudiee the recruiting 
of, or the attendance of persons for service in, any ])olice force or fire brigade 
or any other body of persons entered, enrolled or engaged as public serv’aiite. 
Then, Sir, to crown all, there is another definition, namely, (</), which 
pays that a prejudicial act means any act which is intended or ip 
likely to cause fear nr alarm to the public or to any section of the 
public. Sir, I do not know what would cause alarm in any section of the 

J >uhlic, If I say that Bengal sluuld he divided into two halves, namely, 
lindu Bengal and Muslim Bengal, and another section says that it causes 
alarm in its mind, therefore I am doing a prejiidieial act and sbouy he 
prosecuted. I .submit that if such a case was put forw’ard before a cour! 
of law', I do not know what the defence w’ouhl he. Therefore they can put 
foiward a person to come forward and say that my statement has caused an 
alarm in his mind, therefore I have done a prejudicial act and I am liable 
to three or four months* imprisonment for doing what 1 should think is quite 
a legitimate act. Sir, if you go on convsiderlng the clauses after clauses 
of this ordinance you will have absolutely no doubt in your mind that the 
Bengal Special Powers OrdinanceT 1940, which is sought to be perpetuated 
or continued for sometime more is a negation of all civil rights and there- 
fore Government want to rule according to their sweet will only ufider the 
name of an Act of the Legislative. But instead of doing aH these, instead 
of putting all these provisions under the semhlajwe m, an^ Act of Jhis 
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legislature, let them rather say thaf^ll laws and rights in the province 
should be suspended for another six months and Government would rule in 
any way it likes. 

The next point to which I would like to draw the attention of the House 
is that this ordinance is going to override all other laws for clause 3 of the 
cirdinancfi says that the provisions of this Ordinance and of any orders made 
thereun^r shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith 
contained in any other law for the time being in force”, etc. So that is the 
law — ordinance is the law in the country any other law notwithstanding. 
Therefore those people who might be acting according to a particular law 
will be told that these laws are abrogated. I do not understand why is it 
necessary in this province to have the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance as 
the law of the land for the time being and why do you repeal other laws in 
i.tvour of this Ordinance. AVe have not been told \vh\ do you want such 
n wide, power for the Government. Now, Sir, if you further consider this 
Sj)echil Powers Ordinance you will find another matter in section Jl. In 
that section it is said — not only provisions of this Ordinance but any orders 
made thereunder. There is always a reserve power for the Government, not 
>ati^tied with that all embracing power taken by the Ordinance. In addi- 
tion to the ordinaiK'e there are s])<‘cial powers reserved with right to 
)ij(»niulgate the order^. We (h) not know what orders art‘ passed and when- 
t \er there is an> thing which would agitate the mind of the people (d this 
MUintry (jovernment may take one view and they may straightaway issue 
orders under that ordinance, they may make living of a man in his own houst* 
illegal. Not being sati>fi(Ml with the stringent provisions of the ordinaiu'e 
wide [lowers have been takfui for reserving further powers of i.ssuing orders. 
Sm h jxtweis should ni'ver lx* given to any Governim‘nt, not to speak of the 
jufsent Governnn*nt oi Jh'iigal. Then >ou will find in (Chapter il the* 
method that is supposed to pieveiit [iiejudicial acts and you will find along 
with that the jirovisions for gauging tin* |»ress. Even during the uai 
when such drastic measures were taken you did not think it necessarv tn 
gag the press. The jiress were not gagged in tlie way in which it has lieen 
done b> this (ioveinnieiit after the war and is being sought to be done. 

I wouhl just like to remind my friends o]>posite that the gagging of tlie 
]iress does no good to anybody. It ivS no use suppressing correct news now*. By 
iiiisl(‘ading and h\ su[>j)ressing (‘orrei't news >ou do encourage rumour 
luongwing and rumouis engender a lot of mischief. I can say wdthont any 
bar of contradiction that many of the unfortunati* events at Noukhali, 
Ti]»pera and other places were due to a gr(*at extent the suppression of 
''Uiect iiew^s. If (b^vernment wants to administer in the interest of the 

"'untry they should not in this time try to sujipress tin* press or to gag the 

I less or want the press to .supjuess the true news from the public. Thcre- 

b>ie all these provisions iu this parti(‘ular chajiter of the Bengal Special 

I'owers Ordinance are obnoxious to all sense of justice. Then, Sir, the 
Jiext chapter in this Ordinance is the cliapter dealing with public safety 
ami order. You will find from reading it* — a casual (d)server will find that 
mdawfiil drilling is one of the ohjects wdiich the (Government w\ant to 
pieliibit. 1 would ask the HoiThle Minister as to w’hat they are doing 
"itli the Muslim guards. Are they or are they not drilling? I am sure, 

H 1 remember aright, the other day in another place the Ilon’hle (’hief 
Minister said that that was an organisation which were made for social 
service and they had to l>e retained. If that is so cannot the other 
< oTiiniunities also raise their volunteer corps for stK’ial service and drill 
them? Now, everybodv knows under what peculiar position the Hon’hle 
tt‘c Chief Minister finds himself and his part\ . He is trying to have his 
<*wn wa\ in having ‘a large number of volunteers in the Mu.slim League 
National (Guards and he wants at the same time to prevent any other 
[H*opie in thi.s province from organising themselves in the w'a^v they are 
ooiiig. What is his un.swer to this question? AYhy do you bring in this 
question o( unlawful drilling in respect of other communities. It is 
known to everybody that the school b^s and the college Iniys drill and I 
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think haviiij^ reprd to the transference of power from the Britisli Govern- 
ment io Indian hands in June 1948, it ought to be the duty of every citizen 
speciallv young man to drill and to have military training so that in case 
of foreign aggression we may nrotect ourselves. Why at this juncture 
you bring in the que.stion of unlawful drill? What is the motive behind 
it? We have not heard from the Home Minister what is his pbject in 
making drill an unlawful act. With this question of drill comes the 
(|uestion of unifririn. Now, Sir, we all know that when boys drill they 
wear uniforms. What is the idea underlying this whole question? Why 
is he anxious to have power in this way? If we say that you are doing 
this with an ulterior motive, with the object of aggrandisement of your 
own party, you are trying to suppress us, the Opposition, or the 
members who do not belong to your party, have you any reply to give to 
this answer? Can it not be suggested that you are doing it w’ith a view 
to have an undue advantage for your party or for your community much to 
the detriment of the other communities. What is the guarantee that you 
will not use things against us. Therefore legislation should be in such a 
way that even if one wants or the administrators want they may not use the 
law to the detriment of the other communities, to the disadvantage of the 
other communities. I would submit that there is absolutely no necessity 
now to have such mischievous ordinance, namely, the Bengal Special Power 
Ordinance, 194tl, It should not be allowed to continue. With these words. 
Sir, I supi^ort tlie motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Mini>ter. 

Thd Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have nothing to add 
to what I have already staled. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, this is a veiy important matter. 
We have spoken and in doing so we have raised imjiortant jjoints, expressed 
our and the public oulside’s apprehensions about these ordinances but the 
Chief Minister has declined to reply to those points. AVe really feel the 
treatment that he is meting out to us by not replying to the jioints raised. 

Khan Sahib MD. WAHIDUZZAMAN; I move that the question be 
now put, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The (question before the House is that the question 
be now put. 

The question that the (jiiestion be now put was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1940 AH... The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1940.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVill you allow me to say one thing. 
Sir? By rejecting our amendment the (irovernment have pas.sed the inclu- 
sion of the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1940, in the Bill whereas we 
wanted to delete it. We viewed it as a very important and dangerouj^ 
ordinance and as n matter of fact yesterday I wanted to know certain facts 
from the Chief Minister what his intentions are with respect to this ordinance 
and today also my friend Mr. Mahalauobish pointedly put certain question> 
and really wanted to know' tlie intention of the (rovernnient, the attitude 
of the Government towards their political opponents. As a matter of fact 
we expected that in this important matter he would make the position clear 
both for his party and al.'iO for us as to where we stand and where he stands. 
He has not at all replied to thenrand if this is the attitude 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I have understood your point. If the 
Chief Minister did not exercise his right of reply at this stage and did not 

f ive you the information you wanted or the assurance you w’anted and if 
e intends to clear up the pointa at a later stage he can do so at the third 
reading of the Bill. 
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Mr. BIJCMT SINGH NAHAR: ^tr, I move that in the schedule of the 
Bill, the following be deleted, namely; — 

“1946 YII...The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 1946”. 

Sir, before I speak on this I feel constrained to say that we are not at 
all satisfied with the manner in which the Chief Minister has treated us 
because, Sir, we on this side of the House want to express our view’s in 
these matters w’hich are very important for the purposes of enactment of 
law’ and also for the j)urpose of the future guidance of the country which 
perhaps were unpalatable to him. We have to make our position absolutely 
clear to see where we stand and where the members of the opposite side 
stand. We w’anted to make our points clear. We put certain questions 
during the debate but no reply w’as given. We are being treated in such 
a manner by the C hief Minister, Sir. The position is reallv very ridiculous 
and we do not feel that we should continue to speak or to continue to be 
treated in this fashion. But Sir. you have given us to understand tliat tlie 
Chief Minister mav say or explain his position during the third reading of 
the Bill. Let us hope that he will not lose the opportunity of explaining 
himself at least at that time, Sir. Now’, Sir, regarding the ('onsumers 
goods we find that this ordinance is going to be made law’ for the purpose 
of controlling the production. 8upj)lv and distribution and for maintaining 
or increasing the suj)ply of any scheduled cojumodity a list of which we find 
on page 4 of the ordinance. There are various articles and those articles, 
and commodities are being regulated for sale, production and everything, 
in certain ways. The w’ay is this: Government watit to regulate by means 
of licenses, permits or otherwise, the production of commodities or the 
control of prices at which they may la* ])urchased or sold, and so on. There 
aie various other legulations for prohibiting or withholding from sale of 
any scheduled commodity ordinarily kejit for sale, etc. Th(*se goods are 
being sold in the market as we find many of them in lumps in the streets 
ot ('alcutta. But if you go to a shop to purcha.se them you to ilf> not find 
any, because the\ arc not allow’ed to he sold, whereas in the streets of 
(’alcutta we find huge (juantities dumped. .sp(*cially Ixdore the Writers’ 
Building and Dalhoiisie S(juare. You will find fountain pens and pencils in 
huge lots and in large numbers being .sold in the streets of (’alcutta hut if 
you go to a shop w’hicli is licensed or scheduled you will find very few of 
them, and the re])ly of the shopkeepers is that they are under control and 
not to be supplied without permits. So that we cannot get them straight- 
way from the stockists because of this control policy of the Government. 
This is the way in which these ordinanc(‘.s have been promulgated. There 
is another very important aspect which relates to the regulation of licenses. 
Licenses* are issued by the Civil Supplies IX'partment. But what is being 
done? I do not know’ w’hetlier there is any communal proportion or 
lepresentation therein. But I am afraid that any dealer who wants to take 
a license is put to various difficulties. The difficulties are well known to 
many members of this House. I may point out one or two. If you go or 
apply for a license the main difficulty is that you do not get a license unless 
you dance attendance not only at the department but also on some influen- 
tial members of the legislature or of the Government Party and if you can- 
not persuade the persons in authority you are not favoured with any such 
license. Next, we find that in giving out a license the department treats 
different communities in different way.s. Whenever a license is re(iuired 
there is misuse of power by the department in such a fashion that we cannot 
describe in words. They treat the persons as if they have come to them as 
slaves to ask for favour] as if they are doing some favour to those persons, 
•^ir, the issue of license is not a favour but is meant to control the manu- 
facture, and sale of these tiling'^, but these aspects are not being considered 
whether there would be increase of production or not, w’hetber 
getting these things cheaper or not. That is not their outlook, Sir. Other 
considerations than purely helping the people come in and thus this misuse of 
power is going on under this ordinance. The next question is about the 
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production. May I ask the Hon’ ble. Chief Minister the mover of this Bill 
whether by this ordinance they have been able to increase any production 
or supplies to the consumer P We do not find that these ordinances have 
really helped to increase productions or increase of supplies to the consumers? 
We liave one example before the House and that is the case of mustard oil. 
As soon as the mustard oil control was removed we find in a few hours maunds 
of mustard oil floodinj^ the market. When there was control, we saw long 
(|ueueH of persons waiting for mustard oil. But as soon as the control was 
removed it was available everywhere. So, Sir, I am sure that if this control 
is removed we would get things more easily and at a cheap price. One 
thing more about mustard oil and that is that as soon as the control was 
removed this commodity was made available in the market in no time. The 
point is that it was here in certain godowns of certain dealers. But no 
attempt was made by the Civil Supply Department which is being main- 
tained by the Government at a huge expenditure to detect this unlawful 
hoarding and bring it out for the ])urpose of use by the general public. It 
was in the godowns in C-alcuttu — I mean the mustard oil that is available 
now since the abolition of the control — and not brought from elsewhere. 
It is on account of the inefficiency of the ('ivil Sui)ply Department that this 
huge quantity of mustard oil kept locked in the godowns in Calcutta could 
not be det(*cted or made available for sale to the public. It is on account 
of their inefficiency that the dealers indulged in black-marketing and 
profiteering. It is evident that the Civil Supi)ly Dt‘partment staff is either 
inefficient to deal with these black marketers or you have employed persons 
who are full of corruption. In spit(‘ of this bad and inefficient management 
you want control of these goods. Then, Sif, we find that most of these 
things are for big people — thing.s such as refrigerator, silk and other things. 
There is also control on crockery and I will give you an example how 
profiteering and black marketing is going on on this thing. If you go to 
the market you will find two kinds of crockery i]n])orted — plain and with 
design. Now tlie control price of plain is half of the price of crockery with 
designs. What is done by the dealers is that they im])ort plain crockery 
and have it designed cheaply locally and put double charge for it. Your 
department do nothing to detect and prosecute these unscrupulous dealers 
who make a huge amount by this unfair mean.s. Because of the control there 
is no competition. If the control is abolished these things might be 
brought from outside in huge quantity and there will be competition with 
the result that the people will get them cheaper. So, this Control Ordinance 
on consumers goods should be removed from the schedule. With these 
words 1 move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
the following be deleted, namelv ; — 

“11)40 VII... The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 1940”. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I .shall be verv brief in .supporting the deletion 
of this Control Ordinance. The purpose of control over the consumer good.s 
is in the public interest and with this object in view the.se things were 
controlled during the period of war emergency and here again I would repeat 
what the Hon’ble the (ffiief Mini.ster has said, namely, that by the direction 
of the Central Government he is trying to get this control order continued. 
It is surprising that some of the Muslim League members of Bengal — I am 
not 8]H»aking of the Muslim League members of other provinces — are at this 
very moment urging in the Central Legislature like us for the removal of 
suoii controls, and perhaps con trolii^ over consumers* goods might be revoked. 
I do not know wliat would be tlie attitude of the Hon’ble Minister who is 
the leader of tW I^eague party here in regard to them. Besides, Sir, when 
goods are controlled in the interest of the nublic and for equitable distri- 
Dution, why should there be the necessity of controlling the production of 
such commodities in the province when there are persons who are willing 
]to and who are now in a position to produce such goods in such quantities 
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as to be able to supply to the public more of such goods and at a far cheaper 
and reasonable rate too. There are many consumers’ goods which are being 
produced in this country or being imported and some of them are already 
surpluses. . So why this control'' Take for instance the fountain pens 
which one can get in abundance in the markets. Watches and clocks are 
being sold at a higher rate and if controls are removed thcvse will be clieaper 
and available to all. I am not so much interested about refrigerators. 
These can be controlled in order to conserve the dollar release. But things 
like plastics and bakelite can be produced here and control over such 
materials or their raw materials should be withdrawn forthwith. Control 
should also be withdrawn from ferrous articles, copper, brass, aluminium 
and other materials which are very necessary for our daily use. There have 
been many latest scientific discoveries in the field of plastics which if made 
available to us in Bengal would come to our much relief. 

Then there is the question of coconut oil. You cannot get it in the 
market. Now, Sir, time has come when the Hon’ble Minister should review 
all such cases where the control should be withdrawn nnich to our a<lvantage. 
If he repeals drugs control and consumers' g(»ods control from the o]u'ration 
of this Bill he will be doing a service both to the Hindus and the Muslims 
alike in this ])rovince. By these controls only such ])ersons who aie at the 
helm of affairs are being benefile<l. They have been fortunate in getting 
the permits at the ver\ beginning and since then they are manipulating 
everything. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I gave an undiTtaking 
in another place which I am glad to repeat in this House that these Acts 
will be repealed as soon as the commodities come out to the market. We 
do not want to cmitrol tliem permanently but there is no doubt about it that 
the consumer goods are in shmt '‘Uppl\ at pn‘S(mt and as far as tin* future 
is concerned tlie prospects of the continuance of sui)pl\ of consumer goods 
are somewhat dark. At the same time, Sir, we are examining the position 
of each article in the Schedule and 1 would hki' to assure this House that 
as soon as we find that the good'H are in the markid control will be with- 
drawn but it is necessary however that (iovernment should keej) to itself 
the power to control these goods for fear of shorter supply. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Help production here; we shall la* thankful. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The (juestion liefore the House i.s 
that in the schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — “li)4b 
VII — The Bengal ( onsumer (ioods (bntrol Onlinaiice, 1!)4(J.” 

The question was put an<l lost. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, I move that in 
the schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

‘'1946 Till — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946.” 

Sir, this is another machine for terrorising the people of Dacca. We 
often hear the theatrical utterances of some of the Ministers including the 
Chief Minister that in this province the majority community should protect 
the minorities. We have seen. Sir, the (ireat Calcutta Killing following 
the Direct Action Day Futwa. We liave seen the atrocities perpetrated in 
Noakhali by the majority community. These actions have drawn the atten- 
tion of the whole world. Hence they have changed their tactics so that 
they can oppress the minority community in a way that people may be given 
to understand ‘that the Uovemment is proceeding in a legal way. We have 
got suspicion in our minds that this Ordinance has been de.signed to oppress 
the minority community. This suspicion is strengthened by the action of 
the Ministry as they have withdrawn the Noakhali and Tippera Area 
Security Ordinance,' 1946, You know, Sir, the culprits in the Noakhali 
outrages belong to the majority ^community. 
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Already the agents provocateurs have been let loose. You have seen 
in the papers that some sergeants belaboured some Hindu boys who refused 
to shout Pakistan Zindabad at their request. These servants of the Govern- 
ment are required to keep law and order, yet they have been behaving in 
an uncivilised way. It is reported that already a list of 150 persons has 
been prepared to bring them within the mischief of this Ordinance. These 
persons belong to the minority community and they are doing there admir- 
able work to keep peace and harmony. 

This is the picture of the Government we have been asked to co-operate 
with. The League Ministers want co-operation with daggers under their 
sleeves. j 

With these words, Sir, I commend my amendment for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194G VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1940.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the motion which 
has been moved by my friend Mr. Maitra. It will appear, Sir, from section 
4 of this Ordinance that the District Magistrate of Dacca has been made all 
powerful. It is stated, Sir, that “whenever, after a state of emergency is 
decliiriMl under section 3 to exist in the Dacca Area, and the ^strict 
Magistrate is satisfied that any person within the Dacca Area is committing 
or lias committed or is likely to commit or is assisting or abetting the com- 
mission of a non-bailable offence, against an> ])erson or jiroperty, or the 
offence of criminal intimidation, or any offence involving a breach of the 
peace so as to be a danger to or cause or bt* likely to cause alarm to the 
inhabitants of the Dacca Area or any section tiiereof, tlie District Magistrate 
may, subject to tlie control of the Provincial Government, by written order 
direct such person to remove himself from the Dacca Area within such time 
and by such route as may be specified in the Order and not ti» return thereto 
for a period (not exceeding one year) to be specified in the order without 
the written permission of the District Magistrate”. 

Now, Sir, if all that we hear is true, tlien it must be an extraordinary 
thing giving the District Magistrate such wide powers over the minority 
community. My friend Mr. Hemendra Nath Das who is a member return- 
ed from Dacca is not here today. He is a resident of Dacca, all that we 
gathered from liim is that the situation is extremely horrifying. Apparently 
the majority communitv could not cow down the minority community in 
Dacca; it proved itself brave enough to withstand any attack upon them by 
tlie majority community and many young men wliose names have been listed 
will be deported to outside Bengal. If action is taken against those persons 
then the situation from their point of view would be horrible. Not only 
will the minority community be deprived of the services of these voung men 
but at the same time many families will have to go without tbeir wage- 
eainers and as a matter of fact many families will have to be on the famine 
list, so to say. That is the situation, Sir. Of course relief is provided from 
the District Magistrate’s order in the shape of an appeal to the Provincial 
Government. But of what avail an appeal will be in face of the order of 
the District Magistrate? The District Magistrate will insist that he is a 
danger to society and should be removed from the Dacca area. I think 
therefore that there is very little chance of relief even if an appeal is filed 
befon^ the Provincial Governme^ inasmuch as the order of the District 
Magistrate (that will, of course, be submitted to tlie Provincial Govern- 
meni according to the provisions of the ordinance,) will be considered 
sufficient. So that, practically everything that the District Magistrate will 
do will remain the final order. Then, nil that is provided for as relief to 
persons who are deported outside Bengal is that if the Magistrate is satisfied 
that the person is a Bengalee and that the nllegatiuiis against him are true, 
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then all that the Magistrate can do is that though deported out of 
Bengal, he can return to and remain in any part of Bengal but outside the 
Dacca area. But in that case his chance of earning his livelihood will be 
gone. Taking all these facts into consideration and also the fact that the 
Hon^ble the Chief Minister has got in his hands now the Public Security 
Ordinance, a handy weapon in his hand, he should be pleased to take out 
this Ordinance at least from the list in the Bill. With these words I support 
the motion. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: But as far as Dacca is con- 
cerned, until the situation there improves — and we liuve got to watch the 
improvement for a number ot years — we have got to keep the Dacca Act 
on. I am not quite certain to which community the honourable member 
was referring when he spoke of the majority community in Dacca — when 
I say this I am not speaking of the Dacca district but m tlie Dacca town 
itself — in the town itself the Hindus happen to be a majority community 
and I do not wish at this stage to say anything as to who^ lias been 
responsible for the riots or recrudescences from time to time. SulHce it to 
say this that so far as the Government is concerned it looks with an equal 
eye irrespective ot minority or majority community and treat them exactly 
in the same way. The District Magistrate is the person on the spot who 
knows who should be removed. Whenever there is a communal disturbance 
there is a general outcry that goondas should be arrested : they should be 
detained, tliey should be removeil. externed ; but when time jiasses every- 
body seems to forget about it and says that action taken in rt‘spect thereof 
is liable to cause bardsliip to the ])ersons against whom steps are taken. 
The purpose of this Act is that persons who foment disturbances ami have 
been responsible tlnuefor and are behind the various incidents of murders 
and arson, should be removed from tliat area so that others could not be 
encouraged to carry on. I bojie tliat in these circumslanees the honourahle 
member will not press his amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jiiestion before the House is that in the 
schedule of tlie Bill, tlie following he deleted, namely: — 

‘G04C) VIII— The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 194b’\ 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: 1 heg to move that in the schedule of 
the Bill, after tlie line “194t; VIII— The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 
1946”, the following be added, namely, — 

”1946 TX — Tlie Noakhali and Tippera Kmergtuicy Harvesting Ordinance, 
1946.” 

Sir, the reason for this addition in the schetlule of ordinance is that this 
Harvesting Ordinance was originall\ in the schedule hut although other 
ordinances have been kept in it and are being put into law this Noakhali 
and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance has been removed from the 
list because it affects the Muslims. On the one hand Government is insist- 
ing upon all the other ordinances being continued and on the other this 
Ordinance which is a ver>’ important ordinance has been -removed from the 
list in view of the fact that the Muslini Leaguers do not want it. Sir the 
position of Noakhali is the same as it was before. It has not changed much, 
and though there is some change still it is a fact that those who came out 
of the district leaving their hearths and homes at the time of the riot have 
not been able io return to tlieir homes. They are by circumstances forced 
to go there. They are asked by the Government to go there but the position 
there is still such that it is iinpos.sible for them io stay. I know of various 
cases where the persons who had gone there had to come back again. I 
do not blame any body or the Government. I am just saying that the posi- 
tion there is such that they cannot go there and live there peacefully. They 
therefore need these harvests aiwl other things and Government should 
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therefore insert this Orrlinance in the Bill. The people want their paddy, 
rice and other foodg-rains but they are unable to bring them from those 
places. Supervising Officers have been appointed and if you remove them 
now tiie villagers will not be able to relate their grievances and get them 
redressed. In the absence of these officers they do not know where to go, 
whom to approach, how to carry on litigation and other things. I would 
urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to haw this Ordinance included in the list 
of the schedules of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
after the line *'11)46 VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946”, the 
following be added, namely: — 

“1946 IX — The Noukliali and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 
1946”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the reason why this 
Ordinance lias not been inserted is that there is now no necessity for this 
Ordinance. The honourable member has stated that the position has not 
changed since the Ordinance was promulgated. It has indeed changed and 
the harvesting has already finished ami this Ordinance wjis for the pur])ose 
of seeing that tlie harvests of the Hindus who had left the locality are not 
misappropriated by others. Indeed it is a matter of congratulation that 
after the Ordinance was ])romu!gatt‘d ste])s were immediately taken by the 
Hindus wliose harvests wen* on the fields to take the local people including 
their Muslim friends and the harvesting was mostly done in harmony and 
in co-operation with the Muslims and where it was necessary for the Govern- 
ment to step in, did Oovernment step in to look after the interests of the 
peopli* wlio had left tlie areas. I hope, Sir, the situation in Noakhali and 
Tippera will continue to improve and it will not be necessary to continue 
this Ordinance or in fact any other Ordinance for any length of time. I 
can assure the ITonse that if such a situation arises in future steps will he 
taken to protect the interesst of the persons who might be affected by any 
other communal disturbance. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in the schedule of tiie Bill, utter the line “1946 VIII — The Dacca Area 
Security Ordinance, 1946.”, the following he added, namely: — 

*‘194() IX — The Noakhali and Tipj^era Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 
1946”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, 1 move that in the schedule of the 
Bill, after the line “1946 VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946”, 
the following he added, namely: — 

“1946 X — The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946”. 

Sir, we have just lieard from the I’hief Minister, when he was referring 
to tlie Dacca Area Security Ordinance, that still such communal tension 
exists in that part. Sir, he has just mentioned that in Noakhali and 
Tippera the situation has eased but it has not come under control fully 
still now. Probably the ('hief Minister might be getting various complaints 
from various quarters and we also know that still the people fear to go there 
and the people of the place I mean the minority community of the place I 
mean those who have returned there ai-e still afraid of the opposite community. 
Sir, I would mention just one tiling^ a letter whicli we got only yesterday 
from one ot the persons engaged in relief work on behalf of the Gongress 
stating that in various places wherever the Hindus have gone back to live 
and they want to purchase soinethinff from any shop the shopkeeiwr insists 
on certain subscription for the Muslim National Guard and if that is not 
paid the shopkeepers of the opposite community refuse to sell them any 
goods, refuse to sell anything to the non-Muslims. That such a situation 
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still exists there can be no doubt about it. So stilJ there are the various 
organisations and even Mahatma (landlii was working very hard at that 
place to bring about communal harmony. But until and unless you have 
certain laws for the protection ami safeguarding of the life and property of 
the people, until the people are assured that really you will take drastic 
steps against the wrong doers and the people are assured that they are safe 
in the hands of the (iovernment or in the hands of the local people there, 
you cannot say that the situation is coiopletely under control and lias eased. 
Sir, the situation no dould has somewhat eased from what it was at tJie 
beginning but. Sir, still there are doubts in the minds of persons. This 
ordinance which is sought to bo reinstated will really be helpful in bringing 
the two communities together and in at least giving lelief to ihv Hindus, 
will allay the fear in the minds of these Hindu peo})le who came away leav- 
ing their homes and everything behind when tliere was the riot, will give 
them the impression that still the (iovernment is trying to help them so that 
no further incidents might ha])pen. I would appeal to the ('hiet Minister 
to see that such measures as are in the (Irdinam'e should contijuie 
so that the people might teel secure. Still, Sir, we find in the pa]iers (hat 
a large number of persons go round even to the police stations, even to the 
(iovernment officers and are trying to snatch away the people wlio were 
arrested for certain wrong acts. Sir, if this thing continues, can you say 
that the ])eo]de who came out of the place can feel secure to go back and 
to rehabilitate. If you really and sincerely feel that the peo])h‘ should go 
back to their places, should go back to tluur phua's in Noakhali and Tippera 
and rehabilitate you should do .something; it is your duty to do something 
to bring to the miml of the people that they are safe and that the ])(‘oplp 
of l»oth the communities may live in harmony. I would reijuest and urge 
upon the Government to really take up the matter in hand to si'c that not 
only in lippera and Noakhali but throughout Bengal people mav live in 
peace and rehabilitate together in spite of the community tf) which they 
lielong. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in tin* sch(‘dule of the Bill, 
after the line “194(1 VIIl — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, I9-4()’', the 
following be added, namely: — 

“1940 X — The Noakhali and Tippeia Area Security Ordinance, 1040”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Nahar. Sir, an ounce of fact is worth a ton of fiction. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy was telling this House while speaking on tlie 
Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1940, that in dealing with the ordinance in 
accordance with its provisions Government would see to it that even-handed 
justice was being done and that ever\ thing will gr» on well if he found that' 
there was no emergency in Dacca. Now, Sir, in the list of schedules, this 
Noakhali and South Tippera Disturbances Ordinance found a place. No 
explanation has been given as to wdiy these two ordinances have been taken 
out of the list. I therefore .say that thi.tj Governnieut is amenable to tlie 
influence only of his own party, namely, the Muslim League; otherwise 
.there would have been no ground whatsoever for taking them out when 
tliere was the Dacca Area Security Ordinance and when tliere was also the 
Public Security (3rdinance, 194b, at his disposal besides all the other 
ordinances affecting the civil rights of the people. Sir, Noakhali and 
Tippera have drawn the attention of the whole world, so much so that the 
greatest man in the world today had to go over to Noakhali to establish peace 
between the Hindus and the Muslims and stayed tliere fur over three montlis. 
During this period it is only by his efforts that the two communities liave 
been brought nearer, and closer to each other and the situation lias improved 
but it has not improved to such an extent that the anxiety of all reasonable 
and impartial men can be said to have disappeared. In fact, Mahatma 
Gandhi intends to come back to Noakhali after he finishes his tour in Bihar. 
There are several workers there who have come from outside Btiogai, 
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namely, kom the Bombay side who were working during the past three 
months in those areas. According to the reports of Mr. Thakkar and 
Mrs. Kripalani the wife of the Congress President, we know that the 
situation has not eased, though it has improved. In fact, quite recently 
certain events happened which leave no doubt in our minds that the place 
is still passing through a dangerous time. Only the other day, a party of 
police officers went over to round up q^d arrest a goonda, a criminal,* but 
at once a large body of Muslims turneo up and facing the police prevented 
them from arresting the goonda. A constable was seriously injured in the 
aftray. The police had to fire and the man wanted was shot dead and all 
this is a fact. There was a case of abduction close to Chandpur, w^here a 
woman has been claimed as a Muslim but she has been handed over to the 
other side, and there is a struggle going on between the two sides. There 
was another abduction of a woman. She had been removed to Agartala 
and even there some men appeared from Noakhali to claim her. We have 
also known of incidents of arson taking place in certain parts of south 
Tippera. In Noakhali, loot is still going on although not to the extent it 
was previously. Surely condition of Noakhali and South Tippera is such 
that no impartial Government would have taken away this Ordinance from 
the schedule. The fact that this ordinance has been taken away shows that 
the Government which is a part of the Muslim League has yielded to the 
outcry of the Muslim League Party in Bengal and therefore when the 
political opponents of the Muslim League is in danger are they far wrong 
when owing to nationality of the Government the Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance is retained? The Hon’ble (diief Ministei* said sometime ago 
that Government look with equality both Hindus and Muslims. If that is 
so then as he has included the Dacca Area Security Ordinance in the list, 
he should have also included within the told of the schedule the Noakhali 
and Tippera Security Ordinance. With these words 1 sujiport the amend- 
ment of my friend Mr. Nahar. 

Th6 Hon*blo Mft Hi Si SUHRAWARDYs Sir, I tlo not want to make 
a debating point out of it. But I would like to remind the honourable 
member that they should realise that Government have enougli jiowers in 
hand under the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance to meet the situation 
(Mr. liALiT ('IIANDHA Das : Why then continue the Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance?). They might well ask that if Government have these powers 
in hand wliy should they have the Dacca Area Security Ordinance. But I 
have already made it quite clear that these special jxlwers Ordinances or 
powers taken under them will not remain on the Statute for a long time 
whereas the Dacca Area Security Ordinance may have to be kept for years 
to come. So far as Tippera and Noakhali are* concerned, as I have said 
if any person or persons have to be externed from that area they can be 
dealt wuth under the Special Powers Ordinance. The reason why the 
Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Ordinance has not been included in the 
schedule is that the situation in these places has eased suid except one or 
two sporadic instances nothing has*^ taken place and I hope that nothing 
will take place in future; and I can assure the House that if they are 
apprehensive that by withdrawing this Ordinance there would be no power 
to deal with miscreants they are not justified. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, after the line ‘H946 VIII— The Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance, 1946^’, Ifhe following be added, namely: — 

“1946 X — The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946”. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: 

AYE»-1t. 

Ral Bihaiur BrolMdra Mohan Maitra 
Mr, NagaiNira Nath Mohotanabish 
Mr, BI|oy Sinih Nahar 


Mr. tallt Chandra Dat 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 
Mr. Satlsh Chandra Jana 
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Rai Bahadur dasandra Nath Ray 
Mr. BIran Ray 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 


Mr, Patlram Roy 

Mr. Birandra Kiahora Roy Chawdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Banyal 


NOE$->-25. 


Mr. Suitanuddin Ahmad 
RiN Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid 
Choudhury 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossain 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid ChcMvdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury 

Mr. 8yid Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outt 

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque 

Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azizul Haque 


The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latm 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukher|ea 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduziaman 
HaJI Md. Yusuf 


The Ayes beinp 12 and the Noes 2') the aineiuhnent was lost. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I move that in the schedule of the 
Bill, ihe following he deleted, namely: — 

“1047 I — The Bengal ( riminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 11147.” 


Sir, this Ordinance relates to ralciitta. It gives ])ower, certain powers, 
for the speedy trial of those oft’enders who did .some mischief during tlie 
period 15th of August to doth of September, 1040. Sir, may T know from 
the (Tovernmeiit how many persons have been arrested under this ordinance F 
We know of ]»ersons who were arrested for doing mi.schief in the city of 
(’alcutta in those days and who are being released by the court for want of 
evidence as we find it. There are many arre.sts, both Hindu and Muslim; 
thev are being placed before the court but they are released for wjint of 
evidence. AVe do not know why the (lovernment propose to have this 
Bengal (himinal Law Amendment Onlinanci' still in force. I''op trials it 
coritemplate.s to have a special bench of two judges only without any jury. 
Sir. if there i.s any person guilty ot .serious charge h(‘ should be triisl in an 
open court of law but not in an arbitrary way as has been suggested in this. 
It is suggested that tliis is only for the speedy trial of offenders. But, Sir, 
months have passed. A"et we have not found that any such spee<ly trial 
has taken place or any aucli .proceedings have been drawn up nefore the 
court. As I have mentioned, we have also seen the reports in the papers — 
and so far a.s 1 myself have en(|Uircd into the mutter J have found — that 
such persons are being placed before the Lhief Presidtmcy Magistrate* or the 
Additional Chief Presidency Magistrate but the> are let loose as the (fov«‘in 
ment cannot ])roduce any evidence against them. Sir, 1 «lo not know 
whether any such special circumstances .still exist or whether tin* (iov(‘rn- 
inent still thinks that this ordinance will ensure spee<iy trial. Months have 
passed but w'e have not seen any sample qf any speedy trial by this Ordinance. 
Sir, there is another asik'ct in this clause to which J object. If you look 
to clause 9(-2) of the Ordinance it will be found that there is a provi.so to 
the effect that there would be no adjournment of the case. Sir, in many 
cases parties would themselves like to have adjournments but this Ordinance 
Wants to take away that right of the parties for having adjournmentH in 
some reasonable grounds even. We find that in thi.s (‘ity of Calcutta goondas 
and those per.sons who were doing the mischief really were not arrested; 
they are still at large and I do not think Oovernment will ever propose to 
arrest them. I do not mean or refer to members of any particular community 
either Hindu or Mu.slim goonda.s who really did much mischief in the city 
of Calcutta for their own advantage and not for any political aim, by looting 
and arson, etc., these men are stlil at large, and we have not even found 
that they have been even prosecuted under this Ordinance. This Ordinance 
was promulgated on the 18th January and I find that although two months 
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have passed yet none of these ^?oondas have been arrested or put under trial 
for speedy trial under this Ordinance. With these words I move that this 
Ordinance he excluded from the schedule. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
the following'’ he deleted, namely: — 

“1947 I — Tin* Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947”, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
tliat the Bengal Criminal Jjaw Amendment Ordinance, 1947, he deleted from 
the sche<lule to this Bill. Sir, tfiis Ordinanc(' is Ordinance I of 1947. I 
can show from this Ordinance that Oovernment really think that as a matter 
of fact this law is very drastic, and hecaiise it is drastic therefore they did 
not consider it safe to bring within its operation the communal disturbance 
cases which iiave cropped up in Noakhali and Soiitli Tippera. They also 
know that it was the majority community in those two distiicfs that 
Cfunmitled oi)preHHion on the minority community and as they know that the 
accused are all Muslims they do no( like that the Muhamm;Hl:ms should he 
tried under such a drastic law as Ordinance No. T of 1947. Th<‘y are further 
aware that if they make this law apjilicahle tf) the cases which have arisen 
in those two areas, then their midih would not he worth a day even ami the 
Muslim League would follow them and hound them out of ofiice. It is 
tli(‘refore for that reason and that reason alone that the\ have iiol included 
Noakhali and South Tippera within the provisions of this Ordinanei', and 
have confined tliem to tlie lh‘esidency town of Calcutta, and the districts pf 
24-ParganaM and Howrah. They could have easily iueluded Noakhali and' 
South Tippera in respect of the comniunal disturhaiio* enses. As 1 have been 
pointed out by Mr. Nahar the provisions ot this Ordiuauee are very drastic 
indeed; where a special heiieh is to he constituted whenever there is a 
ditference between two judges the ojiiniou of the senior will prevail hut 
M’lieu th(‘y differ as to eonviction or sentence tht‘ matter will have to he 
referred to the Higli Court and everything will be finished there. Then, 
again, they have also made special rules about evidrnce. In fact, the 
Evidence Act has been really suspended as in clause 8, which savs “Not- 
withstanding anything contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, when 
the statement of any ]»erson has h(*en recorded by any Magistrate, such 
siatcunent may he admitted in evidence in any trial under tliis Ordinance, 
if such person is d<*ad or cannot he found or is incapable ot giving evidence 
and the Coiirt is ot opinion that siieli death. disaj)])earance or incapacity has 
been caused with the intention of interfering with the course of justice” 
and the procedure under tliis Ordinance has been found controversial. In 
section 7 it is mentioned — “in so far as they relate to trials before a High 
(\nirt by jury, or before a ( ourt of Session by jury or with the aid of 
Msessors shall not apply to trials under this Ordinance”. So the whole 
thing is drastic from top to bottom. However heinous the offence is, if the 
offenders or criminals in Noakhali and South Tippera e.scape the rigours of 
a law like this. I do not understand why offenders or criminals in Calcutta, 
Howrah or 24-Parganus should not get tlie benefit of triiil according to the 
ordinary law of the land and get the benefit like the Noakhali and South 
Tippera offenders and criminals. With these words I support the motion 
of my friend Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Sir, I support the 
amendment. So long. Sir, we have been dealing with control of foodstuff, 
consumers goods and other things and we find that the result of the control 
imposed by the present Government is black-marketing and corruption. 
Now, Sir, so far as this Urdinanee is concerned, in my opinion the ordinary 
law is quite sufficient for trial of these offences. It is no use taking away 
the right of the people to be tried by jury under the ordinary law. You 
cannot say that every one who is put on trial is guilty, particularly where 
people are apprehended on suspicion without any evidence, or where people 
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are falsely* implicated. There are such ca.ses not only in ( alcutta or 
24-Pargana8 but there are such cases in Noakhali and South Tippera. So 
if you decide for one tonii oi justice in Calcutta or ‘J4-Parganas and another 
form of justice for Xoakliali or Tippera we must have feeling tliat there is 
some reason for this. So I submit that (iovernment ought not to make any 
distinction between aieas regards the dispensation of justice. With these 
words I support the motion. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, if I may take the 
speeches seriatim, 1 do not know exactly what to rejdy to the arguments 
ot Mr. Xaliar because in liis speech he has actually supporttMl tlie Ordinance 
and desired that tlu* Ordinance should be ])ut into ojuu'ation as soon as 
possible. lie mad»‘ a grievance ot the faid that the courts have* not yet 
started tukiny cognisame cd the casrs. Mr. Das stated tliat this is a very 
ligorous law. Hut I do not think it is rigorous. It is made rtailly to 
ensure safety and fair trial toi the accused. Jur\ tiials and the ordinary 
})ro{'edure are vt‘rv protracted and otten enough the persons who are triml 
under ordinar\ pioceduri' sulfer hundrtal deaths btdort' the\ aie convicted. 
It is also known that communal teuision is hi;.;h .it the joi’sciit momimt and 
we all have exjKMience ot cases under sectntns dtid and oTti and that the jury 
in all Ibi'st' cMscs divide on communal lim‘s. Thercioit' il will be much 
tairm' to the aiaoisial it the trial is hebl b\ tiained ,|ud;.i(‘s who would judgi' 
the value ot the' t'vidence ])io{k‘i1_\. Mi. Das ha^ made reliU'ciKa* about 
Noakhali and Tippeu’a and ^\ant^‘d to know w h> this ttidinance has not been 
brought in the Hill. Now. Sn. I am gl.id to tind a change in the attitude 
the_\ havt‘ now taken a-' tht\\ now to think that smdi Ordinances do 

pertorm a salutay\ dut\ and in tact the last amt*ndment shows that the 
lioTioiirable members op]>osit(‘ aie la'ginning to .ipjireciate these Ordinances. 
We shall, Sir. consider wln-th(‘r tiu* Ordin.ince rt*garding Noakhali and 
Tijijiera on tht' same lim‘s will not bt‘ U'^eful. 'fhe cas(‘ of Noakhali and 
d’i]»pera and th.it oi Calcutta and its surrounding are. is are not. the same. 
Hound about Calcutta we lia\e a. (lilt) (h‘aths. and wholesah* murder and arson 
in many jilaces wlimeas in Noakhali and Tijipera the deaths are not more 
than liS2. You cannot comjiare the^e two cases. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The (|uestion belon* the House is that in tlie 
hedule ot the Hill, tlie iollowin^* be deleted, namelv : — 

“HOT 1 —The Hengal (riminal Law' Anu'ndnient Ordinance, H)47”. 

The motion w'a.s put and lost. 

Mr. BUOY 8tNCH NAHAR: .Sii, I beg to mo\e that in the schedule 
ot (he Hill, the fidlowiiig be dideted, namely: — 

“1947 III — The Hengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinani'e, HOT.” 

Sir, this Ordinance was promulgated in Hengal in a peculiar fashion. 
The Legislature was going to meet on the drd February, 1947, and this 
Oidiiiance was promulgated on the 2nd Febniarv, onl> one ilav bidore the 
meeting. This is an unusual procedure in the history of the Legislature. 
Sir, the Oovernment knew that the Legislature was going to meet from 
the drd February and I do not know what was the hurry that just om* day 
before the meeting of the Legislature this Onlinanee was promulgatefl. 
!^ir, the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force was created during (he war period to 
do some essential service. There i.s no war now and tlnwe i.s no emergency. 
In clause 4 the duties of the Civil Pioneer Force have been mentioned. 
Tt shall be the duty of tlie Civil Pioneer Force and of the persons enrolled 
therein as and when required b\ the Provincial (iovernment or hy an 
authority authorised in tbi.s behaH by the Provincial government, lor 
maintaining supplies and services e.s.seiitial to the life of the community, — 
(a) to carry out the construction or demolition of buildings, the clear- 
ing of debri.s, the salvage of property and the rescue of human 
beings 
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As if this Ordinance was so very necessary on the 2nd February. AVe do 
not know what were the circumstances when clearing of debris, salvage of 
prop«*rty and rescuing of human beings were required. I do not know why 
it is necessary to keep this still on the Statute Book of the (lavernment 
and why it is still necessary to maintain this pioneer force. Do they 
anticipate any war in the near future? Do they anticipate any invasion 
from outside ui)on our province, upoi this city of Calcutta from anywhere? 
Let them speak out i)lainly so that tlie people may know what is their 
pfjHJlion and whether they are going to face a war again? For our part we 
do not know of any such thing at present and we do not apj)reiieml any 
such war in the near future. There is no question of war or salvage of 
j)roperty or of rescuing human beings from out of those debrises. Tlie\ 
were maintained for the purj)ose of carrying on constructional w()ik on roads 
and buildings, to load and unloa<l traijsport vehicles, etc., etc. These weie 
done during tlie period of the war for war emergency, to maintain this as 
a military unit, and they were practically supplementing the work of the 
military'. Sir, now those works have vanished, those duties are no longer 
re(juired to be ])erformed by this pioneer force. 1 do not know what is the 
idea behind the (jovernment to maintain this force. Is it their isea that 
they do not want to dischaige the.se men from duty and so want to feed 
them out of the (iovernment Exchequer or they have any other nndive 
behind the maintenance of tins pioneer force. Do thev w'ant them to be 
utilised as military? If they want to do so let them absorb them in their 
military unit but don’t ymi have any pioneer force under this Ordinance. 
You have the i»ower to organise your militaiy; you have your ])ower to 
organise any other units like this but not a ('ivil Pioneer Force whicli was 
maintained and is still being maintained at such an t'xtravagant expense 
out of the (Iovernment K\che(|uer. Sir, a ver\ cuiious thing is also 
mention(‘(l in section 11 — “Any per.son (mrolled who begins, excites, causes 
or conspin*s W'ith any other person to cause, or joins in an\ mutiny". AA’liat 
is the mutiiiN about? Do \ou apprehend any mutiny? If so. what is the 
mutiny? Mutiny is war against any foreign (iovernment Now there is 
no sucli thing which we can call a mutiny. If the British (tfivernment were 
here in office they might have thought that aiy\ da> the Indians might rise 
in revolt and there mav be a mutiny as against theii own. But when we 
have tlu‘ (iovernimmt of the jieople, by tin* p(*oj)h' and foi the peojile here, 
W’here is the ((luxstion of any mutiny? Probabl\ th(‘ makers of this 
Ordinanc(‘ have not cared to read between (he lines the provisions ami they 
have simply copied out all the old sections that were promulgated by the 
thmi India Government just to maintain their own military and all these 
things for the conduct of the war. 

Sir, there are other provisions such as summary trial. AVe do not want 
any summary trial any^where. The pimple who are charged with any 
offence should be tried in a public court of law and justice ilone. A\"e know" 
w'hat summary trial is; we know' the moekery of these summary trials; they 
are held more or less in camera and justice is never done. The judges or 
the gentlemen wlio try these eases they go by records that are placed before 
them only on behalf of the prosecuting party. Practically they give no 
chance to the other side; they do not hear the defenders in the suit. Such 
a summary trial is no longer required. Sir, another power has been given 
to the i)olice officer which is most dangerous. In section 22, suh-section (2), 
“any police officer may arrest without w'arrant any person reasonably 
believed by him to be an enrolled person who has deserted his unit”, etc. 
A police officer may have a grudge against a person and he may arrest him 
on a charge that probably be w«s enrolled in some unit, in the pioneer force, 
and he had deserted it. AA'ithbut any definite idea wdiether such a person 
was really enrolled in the pioneer force and that he had deserted it he 
would be arrested. The officer would harass him and in placing him 
before a higher officer he w'ould try his best to prove to the satisfaction of 
that higher officer that he waa enrolled but had deserted, though that might 
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not have been a fact. To entrust such power to a police officer is a very 
dangerous power that has been given under this Ordinance. I would again 
say that there is no necessity any longer for any pioneer force and the 
Provincial Government should not make any such Ordinance. I do not 
know if these very persons are any favourites of the Ministry or of some 
powerful men in the piovince hut they should he discharged here and now 
and this Ordinance he withdrawn from this Bill so that no further expenses 
will have to he incurred for the maintenance of a fon'c of men like this from 
the public exchequer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill 
tlie hdlowing he deleted, namely: — 

“1947 III — The Biuigal Civil Pioneer Force Oid inarn'c. 1947". 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, before this item i> dis])osi‘d of may 
I make a request to you that members of my party may go honu‘ toi lunclusm 
and come hack for the next sitting 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At what time? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: They will come hack at 2-1 o ]» m. 
They have conn* without taking any food. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: No, let us continue sitting. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You need not worry; we shall hnish the 
Bill today, as ym want. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 do not know. Sir, if the 
honourable members wish to finish the Bill now; if so. I shall he deeply 
grateful, and tlnui after adjournment come ha<‘k alter 2-1 o p.m. for further 
business. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: AVhy not m(‘et again at ]-4o p.m. toil ay? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, no. That cannot he at least not 
today. Ma> he from Monday. After 2-l’> ]».m. fheie will lx* the third 
reading of this Bill and s]M‘ech(‘s will he dehveied on that occ.'ision horn 
this si(h* of tin* House*. And jiarticularly I may inform the Ilon'hle the 
('hief Minister that he will he cx])ected to reply to the points raised hv us 
regarding the Public S(‘curit> Ordinance, and that I think will take some 
lime, for we are very anxious to know the views of the (’hief Minister with 
regard to his political opponents. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I suggest that we finish 
the amendments at least now and the third rending and adjourn till 2-15? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, we can’t agree to that, as I have 
already intimated to the chair. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Be.s>des, there are many other speakers 
on the Pioneer Force Ordinance. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May I suggest that we finish all the amendnienta 
now and adjourn ami return for the third reading at 2-15? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will he quite alright. I take it that there are 
no speakers on this motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the ( ivil Pioneer Force 
has been extremely useful in maintaining suppli^’s, and, generally s]»eaking, 
whenever it has been found difficult to recruit local labour, it has stepped 
in and proved its utility. This is a force founded on military lines and 
under discipline akin to military discipline and consequently the provisions 
of this Ordinance are on lines that are applicable to military units. That 
IB the reason why some of these jirovisions may appear somewhat drastic 
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if applied to ordinary labour unitn. We do not know exactly how things 
are going to .shape. There are disturbances in the offing which I hope, 
however, will melt away and will not a.ssume any serious .shape, but we 
do not wi.sli to give away an instrument in our hand which can be utilised 
in order to keep supplies going and the life of the community flowing. I 
think, Sir, a tinu* may come — I hope it will not come — when the members 
opposite will appreeiat(* the fact that have been able to continue the 
Civil i^iom*er Force Ordinance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The rpiestion before the House is that in the 
scheduh‘ of the Bill the following be deleted, namel\ 

“1107 III - The Bengal Civil Pioneer Foice Oidinance, 11)47.” 

Tin* niolifni was put ami lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin' fjm*slion before* the Hoii^e is that claii.se 2 
stand ])ar1 of the Bill. 

Tin* niolion was put and a;.U‘e(‘d to. 

The (nn'-^lion lietf»re tin* Ilou^e is that tin* Title and Pr(*anihle hi* adde'd 
to the Bill. 

The motion was put and a^n*(‘d to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W e mav adjourn mnv and ^it apain at 2-lo p.m. 
to(Ia_\ , 

The Council then adjouim'd till 2-la p.m. 

( AfU'r (1(1 fouru Dti'ni . } 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sn. 1 I.eo to move that the 

Bill as settled in the ('oun<*il he* luissfd. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot ion ino\e‘<l that the* Bill as settled in the Council 
he passe*d, 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr Presidmit, Sir, I iierr to 

oppose* the Bill. Thi.s Bill emhodie's the provisions ol as many as tliose* 
Ordinance's of a highly repressive character whie'h wdll atb‘ct most of the 
cherislu'il eivil and politie*al liberties of the* citizen. The* lieague* Ministry 
of Be'iigal has, 1)\ its hnite majeirity, rushe'd this Bill through the* ('ouncil 
despite stiff re'sislanee of the Opj)o,sition. The Bill has not at all been 
modified in the light of the critieisnis of its o])]ionents. The* Ministry has 
brushed aside the' request that we made on the' floor of this House for 
circulation ot the Bill or that it had not tin' ])atn*nce to wait tor an examina- 
tion of the pnn'isions eif the Bill by a Select Committee of the House. It 
wdll emerge from the Ce)iine*il e*M\ctly in the form in wliicli it has been 
presenteil. Still we think that we will fail in our duty if we do not protest 
against this authoritarianism — a nu^nace which must be fought by all lovers 
ot democracy. 

These powers given, wt are nfraiil, will find inevitable expression for 
personal and sei'tional aggrandisement and tor suppression of legitimate and 
politieal activities of tlie nationalist organisations. It is a matter of 
surprise that when there is enough restrictions on the press fresh powers 
are sought to cripple further the freedom ot the press under these Ordinances. 

I fail to understand how the revival of the Civic Guard organisation 
which couhl not stop communal Tlisturbances in the past will be of any use 
in future. Only the other day Ihe police fired upon innocent students who 
happened to stage a demonstration in support of the freedom movement for 
Viet Nam under powers of these ordinances, and the same police, it is said, 
did not or do not say anything while the Muslim National Guards were and 
are marching in the streets of Calcutta in military uniform. The Collective 
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Fines Continuance Ordinance has also been administered in a manner dis- 
criminatory against a particular community. So far as tlie effectiveness of 
the measure is concerned, it has been disproved by tlie events tlnit have 
occurred since the promulgation of the ordinances. Mr. Suhrawardy's 
Government has failed to prevent or control any of the communal or economic 
disasters in the Province. It is therefore nothing but a ])reteiu’e on the 
part of our HoiPble Chief Minister to >ay in ju>titication of tlie ordinances 
that they are necessary tor tlie maintenance ot law and order in the country. 

But, the measure is certain to become law in due coui'^e. 0})])0.sltiun to 
the bill has been of no avail. Oui cry heie will be a mere cry in tlu‘ wilder- 
ness. However, I .shall conclinle this with an apjieal to the Ibm'ble the 
Chief Minister that he may b(‘ pleastal to set* that the^t* ordinanee^ may m»t 
be utilised in a discriminaioi y manner and that tlit‘_\ ma\ not be ext'icised 
arbitrarily or iinnecessaril\ . Tin* p(die> (d the Goveiiimenl is to deal fairly, 
squarely and justly with all peojile and tln*re should n(»t la* anv qin*stinn of 
discrimination. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Sir, I list* to op])o*.t‘ the passage 

of the Bengal Ordinaiici's Temporary Knaetmeiil Bill and in doing so I s ly 
that tile da> s of rule b\ Ordinance are no more. Oidinanct's tailed evt'ii in 
the hands oi the might \ Ibitish (io\einment in Pl'H, in i!td(). and 

lil4‘J and in st‘\eral otliei yeai's. 'I'lie niight\ Biitisli ( lovernniciil with a 
iiiight\ machiiieiy behind them conld not stop an\ legitimate activity of 
the j)(H)])lt* Ordinances are necessaiy in cast's ot <‘nicrgt‘nc\ to meet an 
emeigeiit situation. 1 do not think an\ such (‘mt‘rgcnc\ has conn* at the 
]>ies<*nt moment. Bathei I shonhl think that the ordiiiar\ laws ot the land 
are qiiife siitlicient to coiitiol any act ot lawlessness il thcic l)c an> . It is 

a discredit on the part oi jjjiiiy Government to ruh* h\ Oi dniaiic(‘s. It 

])rt*-snpj)Ost*s that the ja-oph* ait* not s\m])athelic towards the govt'i iinnoit ; 
jteople ait* against tin* .l(•tlMtl(*s of the ( io\ criiiiieiit and as a soil ot ri'talia- 
tion the (jo\ t*rniiient has st.trtt'd t‘nactiiig onlinaiices to control them under 
special ])o\\t*is. as though, pructicall\ thert* is a state of war. 1 dt» not 
think such a stall* t'Xists in Ib'iigal. t‘s]>ecially at ))ieseiit. 'I'ln* administra- 
tion of a counti\ depends u])on tin* gootlwili til the ))t'oj)lc, ami theie munt 
hi absolute haimoii\ l)etwt*t*n the ruler .iinl (he ruled. This st‘rn‘s of 
Ordinances that aie being t*nactt*<l on tin* floor ot (bis Icgisiatun* today, if 
tiirust upon tin* people against tlieii’ will is ->uie to itroduct* \ery bad ettects. 
At l<*.ist the )ieo]>lt‘ will not be tjuite bap]>\ to be iuh*d by (!n*se ordinances. 
Sii, tills a time when a great ]>olitical change is coming over us and 

|»raetieally we are going to take o\ei the absidute administ lut ion of the, 

land. Is tills tin* time to coiitiol jieoph* b\ means of ordinances? J do 
not think it would fie a *crt‘dit on the pail ot the piesent miiiisliy to ])rcss 
tor these* ordinances b\ continuing them; i.itln*r tin* {Ueseiit (ioscrnmcnt 
contiidled by the jiiesciit Miiiistiw should .ipi»eaj to tin* p<m]de ami appeal 
to then good seiisi* to 'shouldei' tin* re'Hpoiisibilit\ that is coming to them 
vi*i \ soon, \Vhi]quMg is not always giiod. Il may cliustise nauglit\ boys 
but wbipjdng a nation is always bad. Aji oidinance is eertani!\ a soil of 
W'liijiping- and slumld be avoideil as much as )iOssiblc and iiioie so when it 
concerns a nation. 

Next, with reference to some of tin* spe**ial powers, I refer to the Beng-a] 
Special Powers Ordinan(*e. .Section ‘J ol this Ordinance deals with defini- 
tions and sub-section (oiCn delim*s a prejudicial act and sa\s that 
prejudicial act means any act which is intended or is likely to cause dis- 
affection among, or to jirejudice. pieveiit or inteifere with the <Iis( ipliiie, 
health or training of, or the iierformance of tlieir duties by, public seiwaiifs, 
ftc. Sir, this is very vague. It means tliat if any prejudicial act is dcin* 
it should be done in front of a police-station, so that a police officei may 
not injure his health hv running about ten or twelve miles to inve*.tigate 
ft case. It should be done, I mean, a prejudicial act should he done, not 
in the (lead of night but in the dav time, or at the end of the night. So 
that the jKilice officer after finishin^his gocwl sleep at night ma> cnmfoitably 
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go for the investigation of the prejudicial act ; thirdly, it means that no 
prejudicial act should be done in heavy rains lest the public servant going 
for its investigation may injure his health and this may add to the prejudicial 
act. Even if an act is done which is not prejudiciaf but affects the health 
of the public servant it may become prejudicial and that is practically very 
peculiar. So it seems to me that any act which comes under this Ordinance 
must not be done in any malarious dr malaria stricken district or village, 
so lliai the public servant going for investigation may catch ipalaria and 
los(^ his health. No act of this nature should be done where there is 
<‘l)idemic so tliui a public servant going for investigation may lose his health. 
1 .think the word “healtli” has been v(‘ry unhappily placed and that is why 
a disciiinination has ])een made in the case of Dacca, and Noakhali anil 
TipiJcra. Daf'ca is certainl\ a malarious place where a public servant going 
on investigation may contact malaria and lose his health. So Dacca comes 
under the purvi(*w of this Ordinance, wheit'as Noakhali and Tippera not 
being malarifius jihu'es have been left out 1)eeinis(‘ any activities in 
these places may not injure the li(‘alth ot a ])uhlic servant; and T think that 
is why Tij»pera and Noakhali have heen left out. Tlitoi eoim’s {th ])rejudi<‘iai 
act cause fear or alarm to the jnililie or to any section of the public — “To 
cause fear or alarm to the public’* is ver\ \vid<‘. It depends upon the sweet 
will oi the public servant to dettoiniiK* wliether an alaim has been caused 
or not. It is tlMTcfori' a maeliin(‘i\ to harass any and ever\ jieison or any 
and every association ol peisoiis. The word “alaim” should lone been 
defined, 'riien I come to (c) “prejudicial act to impede, dehi\ or restrict 
the means of ti'ansport or loeimiotion, or any work nee«*ssary foi tin- supply 
or distrihution oi an,^ (‘ssential commodit\”. To ri'strict imMiis of transport. 
A party ina> impisle and delay, but bow can it r»>stnet!^ Does it mean that 
any act on tlie part of the railway servants or«nii tli(‘ ])art of I lie labourers 
comes under tin* ])urview' oi prejmiicial act ^ I do not know w betiier any 
strikes coim* under the prejudi('ial act. Stnk(*s mav caus«‘ r(‘st]iction on 
file means of transport ami imp<*de, delay or restrict distribution of any 
essential commodity. So “essential commodity” should be ilefined more 
clearly. It is not clearly defined. Essentia! eominoditv may be anytliing 
or may not be anything. Then comes “]irejudi(*ial icjiort**. !’n*jmlieial 
report means any report wludbei true or false. It is usimI only or rather 
mainly tor war m‘ws. lien there is war in an\ count r\\ sonuTimes true 
lU'Ws aie not allowed to be circulated because it imiv eaus(* alarm. Hut I 
do not tliink a state of war is ])r(*vab‘nt or present in Ibmgal wlno'c trm‘ news 
should also be sufipressiMl. If any jierson approaches or is in the neighbour- 
hood of any such building, whatever may lu* his ohiif-ct and if a jiuhlic 
sei'Vanl thinks that lie is theie to (‘ause dainag(‘ to that building be can b«‘ 
urie.s(e<l ami brougiit liefore a i-ourt oi law. It i's a vei',\ wid«‘ jmwer ami 
in the hands of an unserupuloiis puhlie siovant this apjiroaidi imy\ mean 
an\ thing, this powoo- may then be a machinery for harassing good people 
also. 

(’bapter HI deals with public safety and order. There is a provision 
in this chapter l>y which powers to require the assistance of certain persons 
have heen given. During the war in 11)14-18 we heard of special constable*- 
and now und(*r this section 13 provision for special constables has been 
made. It says “Any officer of (lovernment authorised in this behalf by 
general or sp(‘eial order of the Provincial (Tovi'rnment may, within such 
area as niay be sjHHMfieil in the order, require any male person in that area 

to assist in the maintenance or restoration of law ” It is practically 

conscription to he enrolled as special constables. It is a machinery to 
harass respt‘ctable persons and In fact many respectable persons have been 
harassed in the past in this way. Zemindars ami business men even as 
old as oO years were called upon to W enrolled and that was a sort of terror 
to the village people specially of East Bengal. Now, we find that machinery 
has been souglit to be given under this Ordinance to the administration 
w here unfortunately the number of unscrupulous persons are many. 
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Now, about the controls. The control has been a source of trouble to 
many, almost to all. I may cite an instance. The other day I found a 
permit for waterpipes issued in the year and even now the pipes have 
uot been supplied and the labourers of that place wanted to stage a strike 
tor want of water. Sucli is also the case with cement. One company got 
a permit some six months ago, even now tlie company has not got it though 
the entire value has been taken away from that company. This cement 
company is a very respectable and reputed firm of (’alcutta. Control is 
thus creating difficulties in the way oi‘ the people. The Control has 
unfortunately created the lilack market and the name “black markeC' has 
(‘ome with the Control. Whenever there is Control there is rise of prices; 
there is scareilv of material, but all the materials can be iouml if excessive 
PI ices are paid. That is the diflictilly ot ('’ontrol. 1 always sav, in the 
cand.^ of unscrupulous ]n‘o])Ic, these Control> will be a sort of trouble to tlie 
people and they do not at all help. This Control doi's not Indp in any way 
the daily life of the people. The Chief Minister said that Onlinances and 
( oiitrols should continiu' because tin* sii])pl\ is very icstncliMl, and so when 
tlif ''U]>ply IS restricti'd (Ontiol is necessais t(U‘ e(juit\ ol distribution. But 
the levei'se is tlu‘ ehect in practice. Wheueviu’ there is control, evmi if 
tlierc is less supiily, it becomes lesser still, and a^ good i»ortion (d the 
controlled aiticlc goes somcwlnue, nobod\ knows. Tht‘\ are again ndiirned 
bv some unknown channel to tlie peo])h‘ at c\<*(*ssively high prices and that 
i.s the ditliculty. Taking advantage of this Control, some firms, .some iieojilc 
have become lmnn*^sel^ riidi. 1 liose living on fixed pa\ basis, the ])iihlic 
smv.ints, the juivate servants and those earning fixed pay are put to great 
iiaidship on account of this Coutnd. So 1 think these Control Ordinances 
should not he allowed to he eontininul. Ia*t normal trade routes hi' h‘ft 
open and if there he anv (ontrol it should eontrol the eeiling i»riee of eviT.y 
eommodity and that eeiling priee eontnd should he rigidl\ e.nfoired. 
Begarding su[*pl> , normal trade channels should la* lelt open. W ith tluxsi* 
words 1 opjiose the [lassage ot the Bengal Ordifianci*s demporaiy I'iHaetiiMMit 

Bill, IIMT. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 rise to oppoM* the pass.igi' ol this Bill. We have 

heard the IbrnTile Chiei Minister lemaiking that theiv i.s somelldng in tiio 
oiiiii'f- tor wliK'li some Secnritv Ordinanei* as eii\ waged in this 'lem]M)rary 
Knactinent Bill is being passed. Wc want to luwc detailed miormation 
iiom the Miiiisti'r. lie has not cxjilaincd what was in the <dling. Sir, 

utter a \ei\ good lunch in a innlual a«liniiation socudN the ( hict Minister 
Is dozing. He woke 11 }) oriK when in.\ tneiid on this side hronghl up the 
talk ot tin* w hi}) vnIumi he was making the eoni})arison ot th(‘ whi]) with this 
Ordirianees Bill and he w.is tickled a hit and jolted down something to wiiip 
us w’ith. I wonhl like him to he a little hii mindlnl uhont our a})j>ealM 

and on reijiiests m.ule in onr spco< hes w bile <>})})o‘'iiig^ the Ordinances 

}U'inciple. Wc arc trsing to im}>icss ( I he Hon hh* Mr. II. S. 

SiHU\u\Ki)V: (Ml a })oint of })cisonal ex'})lanation. Sir, 1 say I am 

listening. I am bound to hston but I 4»m not l)onnd to K(*e.) AV e have 

l)«‘en for >o man\ days im})ressnig n})on him a.s wadi as on the othei side, 

1 mean membei's on the ( iov»‘rninent beneh(*s, siniu* ot whom agi(*e witli ns 
and th»\v have given vent to then feelings in the lobbies and some ot the 
Kuro}>ean members also who do mil like that this jirovinee ^honld he ruled 
by sncli Ordinances. Sir, we an* of course pleased to learn, although wo 
do not know whether the Hon'])!e (‘hief Minister will keep liis word later, 
that as soon as lie finds that things have (smie to normal tlie^e Ordinances 
W'ill 1)e repealed or taken away, hut we fiml that there an* two Ordinanc(*H 
at least w}ii<'h :1re in comjileie cont radictirin to tlie stat** of things that 
exist at present. The first is tlie Ding Contiol Order and the second is the 
( 'iiisumers’ Goods Control (Jrder, hotli of which are letarding the actual 
supply of goods in the market for the ordinary t»eople and the common man 

not at all benefited by them. The Rent Ordinance, it has already been 
accepted by the Chief Minister, will be repealed later. It was not neceusary 
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to include it in this temporary enactment Bill. But, Sir, what we find 
missing* here is that although these unnecessary Ordinances liaA*e been 
introduced and are being rushed tlirougli here, there is nothing here which 
will even at tlds non-emergency period carry on with the nfuinal essential 
life of the community and that is an Ordinance to prevent strikes or interrup- 
tion of tin* Essential Services. Here 1 may say that 1 wanted to elicit 
information on the j)oint of principle as to whether adjudication is ordered 
in eveiA case when it is found that either the strikes are unreasonable oi 
the employers are unreasonable, or whoever among the two jiarties i> 
unreasonable, if an adjudication ordered or only in some cases, the (iovern- 
ment simply kept (luiet. As tor instance, 1 would like to refer to the case 
which was being hrouglit by one of my friends here hut wliieli he missed, 
namely, that the labourers in a cert am ])lace went on strike Iot the sole 
reason of ii(m-siip])ly of water. The\ could not get water because no tuhe- 
W'ells could be sunk as piuinits tor the supply ot pi})(‘s had to he obtained 
in the first instance. Th<* permit was obtained in 11)4-1 hut even in the \e;:i 
1!)47, W’ith the jiermit, tlie materials could not he obtained. J.al»oiii(‘i> ait' 
of course not very liteiate jko-sohs jikI the\ <lid not know what was happt ii- 
ing in tlie (iovtuiiment's chanmd oi distribution, wliieli is (juitt* abiioi iii.il. 
Bui now’li(‘re in any of tin' (hdimmees liave tin* t biveiiiment thouglil it fit 
even at the end oj tin* enn‘rgene> jn'iiod that the natural elianiiel ol di^tii- 
bution should he hiought into operation. In the ease ol tlie Dnif^ Coiiliol 
Ordei’ the natural ehanmd of distrihution w,is ad\oeated not only m this 
lloust' but also in the central h'gislature that it should he hospitaU, 
dis])ensanes, doctors ainl patients; nisti'ad it wmil io the shop', fii-.t and 
tlien to presen])tions and then to patients. Prescriptions were sold h_\ '.ome 
of the doctors and medieiiies thus found their way into the hlaek ii)tnk»'t. 
Wliat was the Eiifoiet'im'iit liianeh doing, Sir*' Nothing. \\ hen niii'taid 
oil was de-eoiit rolled from the stalult* hook, h.iiieis of niU'.taid oil weie 
found in Calcutta; they suiel\ did not eoini' hom uinh'i ground . tioin tho 
seW('rs of Calcutta; th(*y weie in opim places hut tin* J*]ntoi eenieiit Branch 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: H l^e >ou ionn i those 
barrels 'f 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Cnfortunat<d\ , nor. lint .so lia\t‘ iiian\ otiiois. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Tlnn you niU'.t he very 
unlucky. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Hut a*, soon as the Contiol was reinoveil niU'.tard 
oil is heing sold in tin' maikct again. Wliat 1 mean to say is that even 
when there is a ('ontrol order, ('ssential eommoditn's must lie madt* available, 
and in their ahsenei* there is cNpeeted to be a labourers' stnke or a nn*hters' 
strikt* or some other strike whn*h will paralyse the '.oeiet_\ . Hut no provi- 
sions have b(‘en made in order to make '.ueh ^trikes illegal when it i' r(*all\ 
the dut\ ol tin* (iov<'rnnn*nt to eontmut* the niaintenama* of an e'.>ential 
civic oivunisatioii. Takt* the ease (d tiamwa\ strike. In lliis ca-.f the 
Company is keeping ijUiet, the (Joveininent are kee]upg ijUiet and the 
W'orkers are keeping (jUiet. Sometimes tin* Euiojiean ineinhers taunt us 
and sometimes they excite iis also saying why should wa* not do this and 
that. Hut I would ask them wh\ should they, being legislators liere, not 
raise their voiee when this Hill i^ heing rusln*d through — well, 1 wouhl imt 
say rusht'd through — we ha\e had our chance ;- -when tin* (lovenmient evioi 
in normal times and even alter the war was over aie trying to continue to 
have extension of all these (frdiuanees which were necessary during tin* w.ir 
pt'riod ainl when the civil lihertit*^!!! the people are being eiirtaileil. nothing 
18 h«*ard from my European fricuds. Mr. Morgan had his snuhlung from 
the Chief Mini.ster at the time when be (d)jeeted to the (d)servance ot holiday 
on the Kith August last and when he was tohl that it it was not a holiday 
h© w*ould have run the risk of his bat Wing taken ol! or bis necktie being 
snatched away. Now, Sir, they have no sympathy for us because they do 
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not care. Sir, as pointed out by Mr. Das, I want to get this information 
from the Chief Minister whetlier this Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enact- 
ment Bill is going to be utilised at all against all those who oppose the 
Government only and not against those criminals whose actions do really 
bring about disruption. AVhat will be the state of future Bengal, that is 
after June UGSl" AA\* certainly have some fright — some misgiving — but 
we all want Bengal to be ruled by both Hindus and Muslims together for 
the benefit of all sections oi the jteople. A\ e do not want oiu* })art\ rule and 
the Chief Ministei- himself gave out at another place that he does not want 
ene-])‘arty rule. If you do net want that why do you bring these (lnhnanct‘s 
to er(‘at(‘ misgivings in tln‘ mind of the people and say tiiat these Ordinances 
are necessary. Manv ot tin* members of the other side would bt* quite 
willing to a; 4 ree with us. if ‘‘whips*' were md used that th«‘> must be herded 
togiUher and niu'>t vote for the Oi«linanc(‘s with the idea that it is accoi’ding 
to the direction from the Central (tovernment. Then, Sir, as 1 jiointed out 
hetoic. wdiy should tin* Chief Minister be so meek and submissive to the 
Central Goveriiimmt He wanted Pakistan, wliy then this submissiveiiess 
all on a sudden, that he must carry out the dictates of the Central (lovtuii- 
meiit? Ts it because his Finance Minister wants so much subvention irom 
the Ctuitie to maintain the Civil Su])jd\ Department at a cost ot 14 or lb 

crores? Atlei all they are not getting it because tin* (Vntral Government 

are as nearly l»ankiu})t as this Governmmit. So tlu' best thing is to win 

over the goodwill ot all sections ot the ]>eo]de in tlu' jirovince. \Vt‘ on this 

sub* of the House certain l\ want to co-op(‘rate with uui. Hut we do not 
want to bt* exploited or dominated b\ any one. \\’h\ this Ordinances Hill 
'■lioiild at all be brought in and much bitter feiding loused when other stejis 
slioubl be taken to allow us. tin* Opposition to sit togi*th(‘r and co-oi»erate, 

1 tail to understand. would reipicst the Chief Alinistei to think along 

tills lin(‘ ot K'pealing all these Ordinanct's as (juickl\ as In* can. His own 
pait,\ memb(>rs jn the Central Le^islatun‘ - as tin* ladio anmmnces today — 
ate tiying t(» net the Ceiitial (ioveiiiment agree to repeal Coiisuimos’ (ioods 
(oiiiitd thdiiiaiice 1 would te(jin‘st him onc(* again th.it as soon as lie 
finds- the somiei it is jiossible tin* bettei he should withdraw all t best* 
tempoi.m eii.iclments and not only that, he should extend Ills hand of 
co-operation to all niembiMs ot the (fpposition. the Congress, the Hindu 
Maliasabha and others not even to the cxidusion ot the Kurojieans whose 
intei(‘sts aie not at stak(‘. H we combine thi* Hritish ruling class cannot 
icm.iin heie. I will aCo leijuest Inin not to carr\ on a routine-bound 
admiiiistTalinn guided b\ the I C.S. The\ do not so much can* to find out 
what these Gnlinances an* and the Chiel Minister having not suHicieiit time 
cannot go through all the jiiovisuuis of thesi* Ordinances, If the (’hief 
Munster had tiim- to go through the sclu'dule he would have tound that 
some aiticl(*s should h.i\e been excluded. 'Chese Ordinances have been 
brought in as il the war is still there oi as if theie is going to be a civil war 
in Bengal. If \ou ha\e the g'ood will ol the peoph* then* would have been 
no necessitv tor the police help during tin* p(*riod from Hith August to l!Mh 
August, in our side, smith of Alipore.*not one case of stabbing, or loolin;^, 
or burning or munler was r(*i»orfed, aitlioiigh on oui’ thna* sides people wen* 
fighting. W'e did not call tor jiolice help. We the Hindus and the .Muslims 
Wen* together and helfied those who WMnt<*d it, gave them shelter. If the 
people are intent on having a civil war the polH*e cannot stop it. This will 
oril\ make for more miseiiief and. let loose the goondas. Bengal huR 
suffered too miieh during tin* wai and also after the war. I do not think 
we should he made to suffer ag’ain when there is no i*nie]geney and when 
We art* just goi^iig to have the power trarisferrerl to u.s. If we remove all 
these Ordinances and if w(‘ unite we siiall he able to build a jirovince better 
than any other in India. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : Mr. President, Sir. I 
beg to oppo.se the consideration of the pa.ssing of this Bill mainly on the 
ground that thi.s is a very novel method oi enacting several Ordinances into 
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law without the legLsJature and opportunity 'fo discuss the proTisions 

of those Ordinances in detail. This shows that the Legislative Department 
.d this Government was not disposed to take time by the forelock. If the 
department was appreliensive that the Ordinance was going to expire they 
ought to get it for a longer time as long as the law permitted so that this 
Ordinance might lx* brought within the purview^ of a Bill and have it passed 
tlirougli the JiCgislature they should have brought in actual Bills before the 
House so that the House could examine each one of those provisions and 
suggest their amendments and to try to imi>rove upon the provisions of such 
Bills. To ask for the sanction of a Legislatuie to continue certain Ordinances 
not one, not two but near about a dozen Ordinances ad hoc — a ml to ask tins 
Legislature to consent to their continuance is, f submit, an insult to this 
J^egislature. You (*nacted these Ordinances practically onl.v a few month" 
before and at that time you had the lime and the opportunity to bring for- 
ward each one of those Ordinances hefon* tliis House. But voii carefully 
avoided that and had the Governor sign (lie ordinances to make them law\ 
That means that this is a law wliicli a particular Minister thought should 
be euact(‘d without the sanction of tin* Ijcgislnturc. Thev thought tliat it 
should iif»t conn* to tin* Lcgislatuu* or that at tin* tinn* of is^ning tln'st* 
Ordinanc(‘s if I concedi* that tln'y had no tinn* to h.ivt' a Hill and to li.iv>* 
it ])ass(‘<l through tin* Legislature. 'Fhes produced the Oidinaiices hut 
then they knew that tin* Ordinances could not conlJimc tor inon* than si\ 
months or it the Legislature sat tln‘y would lapsi* wit In n six weeks of the 
first meeting of the Legislating* whielievi'r i" (*arlier. But what('V(*i ina\ he 
the position at that time, if the (lovennneiit thought that tln*se Ordinances 
ouglii to lx* eontinm‘d for some time inoit* than wa^ jx*inii"sihle I suhniit 
that all these Ordinances should have hei‘n separ.it(‘l\ hi ought iorward in 
the form of Hills. To ask ns to sa> that all tliese Ordinances slionhl eontinue 
for another period is to force us to say either “Yes oi “No . 1 sulmiit 

that, so tar as I could gather, there has never been any juevious occasion 
when su(‘h h‘gislation was sruight to be (*nactcd in the wav in which it i" 
Hought to lx* done in this connection. Whether it was in order oi not to 
introduce a Hill of this nature I do not like to disi'Uss hut 1 must sulunit 
with all the si‘riousness that I can command that it was most undesiraldc 
that the Govi'niment should hriiig iorwai'd a Hill of two sections which 
would actiiallx iiiniU that scvt*ral hundreds ol sections in seveial (*iiactinen1s 
should havt* tin* saiu'tion of law and the sanction of tins Lt‘^islatnie 


The next point that 1 would like to submit is that none ot these 
Ordinances is reall> m*e«*ssar\ to he continm*d. \\ v h.ivr been luled hv 
the Ib'fenct* of India Buies from lit'!!) tn LG’* dunn }4 the war. It was wvH 
known that these Defence of India Buies would t'xjiire .titer (. months finm 
the end ol the war or trom tin* declaration (d the cessatinn ot life eniergenc> . 
That was known to tin* Government and tin* ( iov«'i nnient should have tln‘ro- 
fore armed themselves with proper legislation in time. As tor instance. I 

shouhl sa\. om* ot the Gidinanees vvhieh has now been hiought tf)rward and 

ilieluded in the Sehe»luh* of this Hill was p.issial onl\ a d.iv Ix'fore this 

GouiK'il met in Septemhei. Now is it not quilt* palpable that the i«lea ot 

the Govt*rnim‘nt was to have tlicii own wa> and not to consult the Legislatuie 
befon* tliev hatl practically enacted a law td that nature nanielv the Civic 
Ouards Dnlinancc!*^ Now let us consider wh.it was tht* urgt'iicy. vvhat was 
fhe emergencN in w'hich that Ordinance was passed a day earlier than tlie 
flate fi.xed lor the session of this Legislature to begin. In any other country, 
I submit, this soit of procedure would not have been countenanced b> an> 
legislature, I do not think the HonTde Minister in charge can contend 
that the enacting of these Ordinaiipcs a day or two later would have causeil 
any disaster to the province, or that the position was sucli fhat a delay oi 
24 "hours or even of 24 days wmuld have mattered in the least. Ihis shows 
how this particular Government was really slighting the 
how they are governing in their own arbitrary way. rhat sliong tiieir 
entire dwreapect towards the Leftislnture. and m any ca.se if we allow these 
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things to go on without protest it means that in every matter Government 
may have an Ordinance promulgated e*ve!i a few days before the Legislature 
is in session and then come forward befoie the House and ask for their 
enactment and continuance. 1 submit that this was never the intention of 
the Government of India Act. It will be a violation of the principles 
underlying legislation within the pin view ot the (u>\ermnent of India Act; 
why does the Government of India Act piovide that Ordinances nnule under 
that Act should not continue for more than mx wet‘k^ .itter the J.cgislature 
sits. Sir, vhat was th(‘ idea? The idea that the Le^i'^iature must be 
given an o]i|»oitunity to discuss all thes(‘ ihiiuis. li ( io\ onmn'iit want to 
continue the ]U'ovisio!i> ol those Oidinancos ( i<»\ to nment >houhl hiing tor- 
ward Bills to that etiect so that (‘\ei\ clause ol thosi> RilU ma\ lu* scrutinised 
and the Legislatuie iiiav have an ojipnitumtv ol eithei alh'wiii'^ oi disallow- 
ing those }m“ct‘s (d legKlation. d his is ct‘ilainl\ a \ei\ ^k'ss xmlalion ot 
the ])rinci])les ot legislation. Now, Sir. the first thiiiL; lli.it has lunm 
brought forward within tlu' Bill i> fin* Bengal t'lvie (iiianls and ('olh-etive 
Tines Onlinanee. Now tliis ('idh'elivt* Tines Imsiness is ‘^lung on leally 
irom tin* mnntli (d Augiisi hist \ear wln‘ther the Legislatuie shoiihl ha\e 
actually ace(*pt(*d the juineiiih*" whnh havt* ht*e!i laid down in those 
Ordinances and whetln*i they have ht*en modified or not is a dHT*ienl maltei, 
hut Govi'inmi'iit st'cin to think that what thc> hnvt* tlniiight out and tin* 
jiiiiiciples that (rovcinincnl haw* consnh*n*d to he ii^hl must lu' aeeejited 
h\ tin* Legislature witlnnit in an\ wa> modiixing it. I only want to 
impress upon tin* Hous«* that tin* time through which wt* aie passing now 
Is a time when one should not iel\ upon the unl«‘lten*d disi*r(*tion ol 
( fovernnn*nt . As I have sanl we have come to a ciilieal time att»*r the 
declaration of tin* ‘Jdth ot Tehruaiy h\ the British TailiamenI and wa* should 
like hy all means to come together. Hindus and Muslims, and other 
communities and devisi* ways and means how best wt* can turth(*r the 

interests ot the ptovince, and how we can ln*lp in liaMii^ oui iinh'pt'inlcnce 

without any hitch or trouhh*. It is not necessai.s to havt* all thest* (h'dinauces 
with a vi(*w to tin* govt*rnanct‘ of tin* countr\ ht‘canse the majority party 
governing Bt*ngal at the ])icseut moiin*nt is tt*all\ living to hind tin* 
minority eommunity hy th(*st* Onlinaiices. din* majoniv part\ do«*s not 
really (*onsider that then own fiariv should he gov(*nn‘d iiy t)n*st‘ Ordinuiiet‘s 
also. It IS p(*rlectl\ cleat that the majoiitv pailv inteinl t(» hind us the 
iniuoritv pait\ h\ these (Irdinances. As I ha\e !unl occasion t«i point out 
in connection with one of the ( b'dinaiu'es. namely. No. <S ol llltfi, tliat is, 
the l)ac(*a Area S(*curif\' t Irdinatiet*. TMb. whndi piohildts dulling and 
Using uniforms. On all thesi* ])oin1's | m.nh* m\ eomnient'* at that tiun* and 
1 do not like to rejn‘at them now. But 1 think that in view id the political 
I'hange that is coming ovci' to u-* the ( hiet Ministei >hoiihl think it thrice 
before lie wants to jdace this Bill on tin* Statute Hook. As you haw* got 

overwhelming majontv >ou can ha\e aii\ hiw th.ii \o\i w.uit to he passed 

through both tin* ( hamlicis of the I.egislalute without tniich ditlicult\. 
What is the harm then it you .pist wait a tew montiis and see what hapi>ens 
After that if you think piopei you <'an have afi\ ot t hese OrdinameN and 
extraordinary ])owei at an^ time. I here is no dillifiilty, I here is no sin*h 
turmoil, no such dis])Utt*s. troubh‘s or agitation in this country .lUst at this 
moment wduch would ier[Uire \ou to have lecouise to extraordiiiarv ])ow’(*rs. 
Therefore 1 a]»}>eal to the tioveinment just to wait and see and h*ave this 
Bill aside and sec w hat happens. ^ mi can have yjiui Grdinarices at an\ 
moment if the Legislatun* is mu in session. ^ can ]>ass an\ h'gislation 

you like at any time. Therefore the ide.i of governing that extra(«rdinary 
power — that Ordjnanen — should he abandoned and an Attempt should he 
made to see as to liow the position stamU if this extraordinarv legishitioii is 
not with the Government. 1 hat ought to he tin* attitude ot the troverii' 
iiient. I would just refer to the few Oidinances whicli are being^ sought to 
be extended. Now, Sir, take tiie Bengal Molass<‘S ( ontio] Ordinance. \\ hat 
was the hurry about i\‘f How- man\ sugar mills are there in IJengal which 
would require protection ot tin* Binigul Molasses ( ontrol Onlinanee.'' I do 
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not know, anrl then we do not know why the other Ordinance — the Bengal 
Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance sliould be kept alive for a further 
term. My friends Mr. Nahar and Mr. Das have already spoken about it 
and it has be(*n tlie experience of many of us, if not all of us, that because 
of this control onler it is very difficult to find drugs we need. The next 
Ordinance that has been brought forward within the ambit of the schedule 
is the Calcutta ICuit Ordinance on which 1 think a Bill has been introduced 
and whi(dj is at tin* pres<*nt monient on the anvil oi the l>egi<.lature and we 
are liiscussing its provisifuis. W’hy then bring this Bent Ordinance Avithin 
this Hill'' I would ask \ou to eorisider wliethei it i*' at all necessary to 
liave this Kent Dnhnam'e Kill w|u*ii wt‘ are co!isid<>rinu^ the Kill itself. The 
Bengal Special JViwers Ordinance has aUo been inclinled herein and I would 
like to kiKjw why these ]>owers are rtajuiit'd b\ the (iovtoiiment. AVho art* 
the persons against whom these special powers art* gning to be used ant] 
wliy? Regarding the Bengal Cousumeis’ (ioods Oidniance, my tnends have 
already stated that this Control is not at all nt‘cessai\. Many items of the 
Consumers’ (ioods Ordinanct* an* articles of luxury and if they are controlled 
there would not l>e any difficulty ftir the ordinaiy pt'ojile. It is my idea 
that more tin* Control the more the black maikt*ting and (orniption. ^o 
every (ioverrimt‘nt should detamtrol the articles as soon as jiossifile after 
the w’ar. On the othei haml wc find here that our (iovernment are ir\ing 
to kec]) this control as long as possible. You cannot fe(‘d the jieople of 
this province. Your proeun*ment policy is poirig to fnii. The price of rice 
lias gone nj) in every <listrict and in spite of the assurance oj *the Chief 
Minister, I venture to pre<li(*t that there v\il! be a seiious scarcity of food- 
stuffs in Bengal this \car. iVrhaps then* nia\ la* a taniiiic much more 
terrilih* than what avi* saw in BMd. Diieel mou action and vour (*ncrg> to 
thost* things Astiitdi would save miliiiuis oj jicople than going in tor these 
spiadul poAvers to gag tli(* ]uess nr to sttip the associations to liolil me(‘tin;'S 
or to stop the political mnv<*menl. Sir, wc lia\c ahead; ilealt Avith the 
various Ordinances more or less Init lu'tore I conclude I vunild like to suggest 
once more that we should lietter give up control for tin* linn* being lioth as 
regards tin* ditft‘ient artiedes and men ami lt*t ns see how Bengal iar(*s and 
in the meantime let us all — all jiartio -~nu*et together and consider how 
best Ave can accei»t the transfer (»t powt‘r from the Biitish (iovernme'iit in 
the interest of all the jleople not onl\ of this province hut also of Imlia. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, this controversy ovt*r this jncee 
legislation seems to im* to lie a temjiest in a tea pot No;;, Sir, the (|nes- 
tion that i.s befoit* this House is this that there are ei'ilaiii (hdinaiu'es whiidi 
have liei'ii promulgated long ago and which lia\c been the actual law of the 
country for the time being lor a temiiorary j)(*nod tlie; arc now sought to 
be rt‘taint‘d as law for a tuither jicriod and toi that ])ur]>ose this Bill has 
been brought in. Now. the (dijectioiis as tar as 1 could gather, aie two 
fidd—oiM* is, that the rule h\ Ordinam'es is bad ami tin* otlier is that control 
is bad. With respect to the first, — I (piite agree that it is bad. But here 
we are askt'd to make tin* ]irovision ot tin- (frdinaiice as law — on oiir passing 
the same they will be no long(‘r Ordinance fmt tin* law of the country. 

With respect to the other thing — regarding controls of different article.-, 
we find the contnd ever\Avln*re — from birth to death, (ontrnl has been the 
order of the day. So, Sir, I do not find any olijection to this as]H*ct of the 
question. Tin* only question that we can consider is Avln*lln*r certain provi- 
sions w’hich are no longt'r nece.s.sary to be retained in the Ordinances should 
be continu(*d or not. That is really tlie ])roposition that shouhl be cnnsiiler- 
ed. XoAS- for that purpose the iimtter has been brought before the Legis- 
latures. It has been alreadv comjdered in the Assembly and after consider- 
ing the tiling it has fieen pas.sed. Y’es. it may be that it lias fieen passed 
by brute majority. But unfortunately in a democratic country the majority 
must rule. So \ do not think we can possibly object to that. The same 
objection might be matle and is made by the minority parties in the Congress 
provinces but that can be of no avail because the majority must rule and 
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the wishes of the majority must be carried. It is no question of right or 
wrong but that has been passed in the Assembly. In ibis House also the 
matter has been considered. We have passed the stage of consideration. 
Many controversial points have been raised and many arguments have 
already been advanced while the Bill was in the stage of consideration. But 
we are now at the third stage, at the third reading. Now (►ver this ques- 
tion if we now again raise all these objections — I do not think that it would 
be reasonable for us to do so and thereby to cause delay. Why we shouhl 
delay the consideration of this matter at this .staged But 1 (juite agree that 
there is the right of the members to advance any argument the\ like at any 
available oj)poitunity or at an\ stage. The\ can d<t it. hut. a^ I pointed 
out, at this stage, at third reading stage, the pit'sent debate >eems to nH‘ 
a tem})(‘st in a tea pot. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 \\<ml<l hke to congratulate 
tilt* House on having ])ass(Ml the Bill, ioi not having amended the Bill and 
tor maintaining’ it in the iorm in which thc\ I’ccenaal it from tht‘ Assembly 
The> havt‘ undoubtedly leali'.i'd the urgem’X and the lu'ces^itv oi tin* Bill 
and constMjin'iitlv havt' U'^ed then disci iminaton ]i(»\\ers b\ passing it in 
tile form in whicii the\ received it. 1 do not know why the liononrahle 
memhers opj)o^it(‘ still in^i^t on calling this Bill Ordinances. It is no moic 
an rtrdinancc It is now going to be an Act. It is no more a (jnestion 
of Mile b\ Ordinances. An hoiioniable menila'i has asked m(‘ to assure him 
that these Oi’dinanci's oi any paiticnlar Ordinance -I suppose In* was 
])ai ticularlv relmring to th.e Speeial Powei '* ( trdinanei' — wil I not he used in 
a discriminatory matinci, I haidK think that any smh assurance is calhai 
for. We liave not used it in a diseriminator\ mannei'. As a matter of 
iact, if at all theie aie ajqiridiciisions on this side oi that side ot tln^ Houst* 
because thes(' Ordinama*^ confer more poweis (ni (iovernmeiit, I should say 
that these (frdinances will i»e administerc<l 1»\ persons, undonht»Mll\ servants 
of Government, who perha]>s belong in the main to the same persuasion as 
my fri(‘iids o])])f)si(e. I howev(*i' ha\e no doubt in my own miml that then* 
is no cause for apprehmision on the ]iait ot (other side of the llousio These 
Ordinaiu'es now about to ])e turmal into law will bt* (mfori'ed wiibout any 
distinction of wdicthei’ the ptOsoiis who will be affiaded by it ladong to the 
Ministerial group or not. tliat is to sny, whethm he is in th(‘ opposition or 
otherwi.se. The liononrahle memher has stated that tliere was no neeessity 
for some of these measures as the ordinary law of tin* laml would he suffiei(‘iit 
to control law’lessness — these are the word.s that In* used, Sir, as far as I 
remember. I do not know whether he nsally meant them or not. It is 
true that the ordinary law of tin* land is suffici(*nt to control ordinary lawlc.ss- 
ness, hut thc.se syieeial poweis arc applicable not to ordinary hiwU‘ssness 
but to extraordinary lawles.sness. He went further and stated that the 
promulgation of the.se Ordinances is equivalent t<> the “whipping of a 
nation”. I think, however, that that is placing the matter too high. It 
is not at all equivalent to the whipping of a nation, but tin* wliipping ot the 
bad boy.s of a nation, afld I think that on th.at point I am sure that all of 
us will agree that had hoy.s should he properly and adequately dealt wdfh. 
Ill any event the Speeial Powers Ordinance which will now be passed for 
six month.s only and may be continued for another six months will b(* placed 
before this House, as also other Ordinances m the form of Bills, in the form 
of separate Bills, and memhers of this House will liave an ample onportunity 
of amending them in a reasonable and suitable manner. I would also like 
to tell the House that the Spet'ial Powers Ordinance particularly will he 
brought in with* a limitation of two years only. We do not propose to 
maintain the Ordinance on the Statute Book for a long(*r period than two 
years and we hope that it will not be continued thereafter, but I am sure 
that if an emergency arises for which the honourable members consider it 
desirable that it should be continued they will come up again before the 
House for extension. 
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One honourable member ban suggested that Government should appeal 
to the people and the public for co-operation, and another member has asket! 
what w'ill be the attitude of (tovernment regarding the future constitution. 
Sir, it is rather too early in the. day to speak of the future constitution, as 
nobody yet knows what form it will take. I can liowever visualise that 
w'hatever iimy be the lorm. the Province of Bengal will attain independent 
status and under these circumstances, as I have stated elsewhere, it is highly 
desirable that (jovernment should be carried on not only w'ith the co-opera- 
tiori of all sections of the people but that all sections of the people should 
hav(* a voice in tlie Government of the country. It is thus and thus only 
that the administration ami the peojde in general whll have confidence in 
Government and undoubtedly such a Government will work for Bengal. I 
hardly think it necessary for me to meet other points raised by the honour- 
able members. Somebody spoke about tramways and the fact that we have 
not provided anything in the Ordinances for this. I do not think that it 
is necessary to have such Ordinances as there are law’s already in existence 
to meet these cases. The Tramways Company has not effected a lock-out. 
The Tramways Company, it must l)e said to their credit, accepted the 
Government offer of adjudication, the previous c(»nci]iation having failed. 
The w’orkers still remain adamant. It seems to me that apart from the 
coercive action which Government are most reluctant to take, the matter 
must be left to tlie emjiloyers and employees to settle among themselves, 
the Government stepping in tor the purpose of maintaining peace and order. 
I hope a solution will be found but if a solution is not found I hope steps 
will be taken which will enable the tramways to function in the near future. 
There is no power yet in the hands of (iovernment to take over such 
companies and to run tlie services through police and military as was being 
done during the war in other countries. Sir, Mr. Boy has adverted on 
several occasions to what he terms as undue submissiveness of this Govern- 
ment to the ( entral Government in continuing ('ontrol because the Central 
Government want those Controls to be continued. It is not a (piestion of 
submissiveness at all; nor is it a question of falling into line with the Central 
Government. But wlien an article is controlled at tlie source and the 
source is in the liandN of the Central Government, the provincial Govern- 
ment have no other alternative but to fall in lim* with the Central Govern- 
ment. But it is not a question of submissiveness. It is a question of 

natural se(|Uenee of events. In the circumstances I liope this House with- 
out more aihi pass this Bill se (hat it may be enacted as soon as possible 

and placed (»n the Statute Book before the 17th of March. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question before the House is that the Bill as 
settled in the Council be passed. 

The motion was put and a Division taken w’itb the following result: — 


AYE8-~aS. 


Mr. AtNiuila-al-MahmiKi 
Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Ral Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 
Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Raaid 
Choudhury 

Mr. Choudhury Moauam Hoisain 

Mr. Hamklul Huq Choardhury 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Byad Faila RabM ChooMhury 

Mr. Yutuf All Choirdbury 

Mr. 0. E. Olarko 

Mr. D. Cohan, O.B.E. 

Mrt. LabanyaproMia Outt 
Tho Hon'Mt Mr. Abdul Oofran 
Mr. A. M. Bhahiidiil Nhdiii 


Mr. G. 4 . K. Hook 

Tho Hon'bit Mr. Salyod Muazzamuddln 
Hoaialn 

Mr. Latafat Hotaain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latifl 

Mr. Gaorga Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukhorjaa 

Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddln Pathan 

Mr. Abdul Rgahid 

Mr. Amulyadhofia Roy 

Mitt EthtI Robartaon, C.8.M.Q. 

Mr. Satith Chandra San 
Dr. Katlruddin Talukdar 
Mr. Md. Taumi 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WahlihmaBun 
HaJI Md. YuauT 
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N0E8-~1f. 


mr. Lalit Oliafidra Dm 

Mr. Banliliii Chandra Oatta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra 

Mr. Nagondra Nath Moholanabith 

Mr. Bi)oy Singh Nahar 


Ral Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray 
Mr. Birtn Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Brojondra Kithoro Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


The Ayes being 32 and the Noes 12 the motion was carried. 


The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to introduce the 
Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, and also to give notice that 
I shall move at short notice oii the 19th March 1947 that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Syed Fazle llabbi Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Abdul Latif Chowdhury, 

(3) Chowdhury Moazzem Hussain, 

(4) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad, 

(o) Mr. Mukhleswar Hahman, 

(b) Mr. Amulyadhone Boy, 

(7) Mr. (j, Morgan, 

(8) Mr. Batiram Hoy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Roy, 

(10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit th«*ir report by the 31st March 1947 and that 
the number of members wliose presence shall he necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Thi> Bill was published in the Calrutta Gazette E.rtraordinarj/, on the 
11th March 1947 and necessary number of copies of the Bill were sent hy 
the Legislative l>epartment to the Jjegislative Council Department for distri- 
bution to the members of the Council. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We want time to give our amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am suggesting 3 p.ra. on the 17th March, i.e., 
the coming Monday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We object to the Minister’s statement 
regarding short notice. Why should he have a short notice for this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Today is the 13th and the Ilon’hle Minister is only 
moving for reference to Select Committee. There can be only two amend- 
ments, one that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion and the 
other for change in the personnel of the Select Committee suggested by him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There can be an amendment with 
respect to the time also within which jthe Select Committee is to report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That should not require much time on your part. 
So you agree to my suggestion fixing 3 p.m. on Monday for putting in 
amendments. • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; No objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Can we take up the general discussion of the budget 
nowP 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To .this I have my objection, Sir. Will 
you kindly hear me? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is it? * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We want two days and we would like 
to have the 17th and the IHth for the purpose. Today w’e have given about 
four hours’ time to the Government for the passing of this Bill. We W'orked 
two hours in tlie morning, which is our .schedulecl time and over and above 
that, we liave just now been sitting for more than one and halt hours, or 
for one hour and 4') minutes to be exact. So w'e request that the general 
discussion of the })udget should not be started today. It wdll have a very 
bad effect, Sir; besides many members from our side want to speak on the 
budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I have the views of Mr. Morgan? 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: About what? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Perhaps Mr. Moi'gan has nr)t bi‘en 
list(‘niiig. It IS this: The (|ue.stion is whether the general discussion ot 
the budget will start now. 1 am pointing out that w'e have already worked 
in the iiiorniiig for two hours and this time we hav(> worked lor one hoiii 
ami forty-five minutes, ami this makes a total of d hours ami 4d minutt's. " 
W(* are mi tit led to further two days for the g(‘neral diseyssion of the luid^et. 
Bui if we start tlieri the remaining portion of the day w'ill he taken as a 
full (hi) and only one day will remain. This is not eonsidered fair h\ m> 
party for many memhers of my party want to speak on the budget . Tliert'- 
ibre I suggest that the diseussiou ot the budget may take jdaee on the 17th 
and I(Sth, ter full two day.s. 'rhat is wdiat I was suggesting to the Chair. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: In that case my o])inion is that the 17th and 
tln^ 18th would he the best suitable days to iiave the budget discussion and 
finish it. 

Th8 Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We have no objection on thi.s 
side. But could we not have tlie debate on the supplementary estimates 
on the 18tli also? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us see what progress is made. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We would rather have the discussion on 
the supplementary (‘stimates on Wednesday, the Ihth. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Finance Minister will perhaiis require three 
quarti'rs of an hour to reply to the discussion — — 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I shall require at least one hour, 
Sir. I (’mild nid do justiof to the subject in l(‘ss than one hour. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, how much time will he left for the others? 
So supphmientur\ estimates* cannot he taken iqi on the 18th. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Very well. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. The House stands adjourned till 2-10 
p.ui, tomorrow’. 


Adjournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Fridav, the 14th March, 

1947. 
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Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 13th 
March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Mr. Mangtiiram Jaipuria, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan 

(6) Mr. Huma 3 un Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Kay and 

(11) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed 
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First Session, 1947-<No. 18. 


The Council hum in the Legislative ChaiuBer of the Legislative l^iiildiniff, 
Calcutta, on Fri(la>, the I4th March, 1H4T, at ‘Mo p.m., being the 18th 
day of the First Session of UHT, pursiiafy: to ^lection of th€ 

Government of Iiuli.i Act, ItKh). 

Mr. Deputy Pi'e^^nlent (Mr. Aniu’i. H.vmid Ciiowdhcuy, .i.r.) was in tlk€ 
Chair. ^ 

Laying of Appropriation Accounts for 1944-45, Audit Report, 1946 anc 
Finance Accounts for 1944-45. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: In compliance to SocMioiV KJl) o 
the Government of India Act, lltdo, 1 beg to lay before the Council tlu 
Appropriation Accounts for 194440 and the Audit Report, 1949, as also tin 
Finance Accounts for 194440 and the Audit Reports. 1940. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir. I rise on a point of order. 
point IS this that these accounts were audited hut this House has nc 
representation in the Public Accounts Committee which e.xumined the acuounti 
of these reports. I understand that tln'v will he jiiihlished untler tin 
authoritx ot tin* Ih'iigal Legislative Council. When wi* have no liand if 
the matter we cannot allow our names to he associatiul with the ])uhlicatioi 
of these accounts, OVe liave iunl no opportunitv of discussing and examining: 
them and tliercfoie iny point is that they should not he jiuhlished under tlu 
authority ot the Ih'iigal I.egislative Council. So it is useless to present the 
accounts report here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sn. may I have \our peiinission to niovi 
a short-noticf* motion tor the f)Ui]H>se ot lefening this to a Committ(‘e of tliii 
House so that this Committee m.i\ go thiougb the repoit and then submit i 
report to this House 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: At this stage you cannot do that hccausi 
it has been jire.seiited. This is not the occasion to move the motion. Ai 
regards the point raised by Mr. Mazumdar, I fully ajiprcciaie it. It is noi 
a new question. It is an old qiu'stion which has been agitating the mirui 
of thi.s House for a h»ng time Se\«Mal Ijim*'. this ipicstiou was raised on 
the flo(»r of this House and several time.^ it tiied to come to a <lecision hui 
that decision is not in sight as yet. A few days ha< k, as far as 1 remember, 
when this question was raised, the Hon’hle President informed the House 
that the matter i.s receiving his consideration. I believe it is still undei 
consideration. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has presented the 
Accounts and we are to receive them without comment. About oui 
representation on the Public Accounts Committee the Government have not 
yet come to any decision and they are expected to come to a deciMH)n, if any 
decision is to be arrived at at all. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My point is that this should not be 
published undgr our authority, i.e., under tlie authority of the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

Tfi6 Hofl’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, with your permission, ma^’ 
j[ clarify the position. Government will take some time to arrive at a deci- 
sion on this win t. In fact, Government decided to extend the representa- 
tion on th^jPttblic Accounts Conimittee Jfo this House, but Government 
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could not "implement that decision as there was some legal difficulty. A 
conference was hrld between the Hon’ble President and the Hon’ble 
Speaker. It was decided at the conference that the matter should be 
referred to the Advocate-General for his opinion if a Public AccountSiCom- 
anittee cart he formed with the members of the I'jtper House included in it 
and whether that will be intra vires of the Government of India Act, 1935. 
As far as I remember a few days back I received the views of the Advocate- 
General and liis ojtiniou is that a joint committee of Public Accounts will 
ibe ultra vires of the Government of India Act, 1935. So. we shall again 
have to examine the (luestion. We fully sympathise with the sentiments 
of the lionoiirahle memhers of the Upper House that they sJiould take part 
in the discussion of the Public Accounts Committee. Government likes to 
be on the safe side and they cannot give effect to any decision which may’ 
be ultra vires of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Sir MD. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: 1 think the House might 
remember that tliis (|uestion has been engaging the attention of this House 
since the inauguration of the Provincial Autonomy. In the very beginning 
the whole (jueHtioii was thoroughly gone into. As the Finance Minister has 
already pointed out, there are certain things wliich are not within the 
competence of this House to discuss, namely, tlie question of finance. 
This is really in the background ot this wliole question. 1 distinctly 
remember that tliis (juestion of the representation ot the memhers of the 
Upper House on the Puhlic Accounts Uommittee was thraslied out on many 
occasions. And tlie difficulty i,s expenem^ed not only in the other ])rovinces 
in India where there are two chamhers hut also in other countries wheie 
there are mon* than one representative institutions. Now. Sir. pel haps this 
Government of India .\ct, 1935, will lu‘ scrapped iqi l»y June ]94<S and till 
then we might hav<‘ to experience this difficulty. Gt coiiix' there are certain 
jiowers which we would like to have, hut we c.iimot The Hon’hle the 
Finanee Minister sa\s that the Government are considering tlu* (|uesti(>n 
again, hut I can well visualiy.e what the result ot that examination will he. 
The resulting examination cannot ovmdap the .statutoiv piovisions of the 
liiW' on the subject ot the I’uhlic Accounts (’ommittcc. The Pnldic Accounts 
t'oinmittee are mon* or le.ss in the nature oi kt‘ei>ing check over tin* budget 
grants that are made. This House have not the jiower to sanction the 
budget. It is the other House whicli have got the iiowci. Idial House 
wdiieh should sanction the grants have the iniien*iit light to see tliat the 
grunts which are sanctioned are s]>ent within the ])urview ot the budget, 
i.e., exactly w'ithin the scope of the budget. I do feel that probably a change 
in the constitution may he necessary with a view to see that certain pow’ers 
as regards finance are conferred on this Hoiist* also. lUit so long as the 

f mw’er of sanctioning the grant lies with another Houst*, only tliat House 
lave the power to see that the grants are pro]»erl\ spent. Anyone who has 
read the report of the Ihihlie Accounts ('ommittee will see that the Account- 
ant-General has reported to what extent the grants under the different lieads 
have lieen spent, under what lieads the grants have been iully spent, under 
what heads the grants have not been fully utilised and under w’hat heads 
the grants have been exceeded and the expenditure incurred. Now if my 
friend’s suggestion is acciqited — to which I have not the least objection — not 
merely the question of rejireseiitation of this House on the Puhlic Accounts 
Committee will arise hut also the competency of this House, whether the 
House have got the power over ibis budget w’ill arise and that is also to be 
considered. 1 am only drawing attention to the fact that it is not merely a 
question of reiiresentutiou of this ^ouse on the Puhlic Accounts Committee 
but also the question of the right. of this House as to whether they should 
have the power of discussing about the grants. 

^ Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I missed the point which has been 
raised by Sir Aiiaul Haque in this matter. It is not a question of our 
interference in financial matters. I agree that the right to adi^i or not to 
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admit the $aaiicial demands lit*?, with the other House, lies witli the 
Assembly; but the whole point is t^iiite different. After the demands are 
actually granted by the Assembly, how the sums of money are spent, how 
they are appropriated, those are matters which are examined by the members 
of the Assembly. Now all that we do want is this, not that we want to 
interfere in financial matters in any way. nothing of the sort, because the 
power vests in the members ot the Assembly to sanction the grants; but that 
when a certain demand iia.s been allowed, has been granted, we want to see 
whether action was taken in accordance with that grant. We want to 
examine the accounts to see whether the accounts arc iu t)ropcr order. 
That is not interference hi financial matters. Nor do we arr(»gate to our- 
selves the right to refuse or to grant any demands. After the thing is 
actually done and finished the matter begins, namely, a (bmmittee of this 
House as Avell as of the other Hou>e examine whether things have been 
properly done. It is in this view of the matter that the Government 
realized that this House is really not going to interfere in the financial 
matters but onl.N the} are asking for the right to see whether things have 
been done properly in acc(»rdaiice with what was grunted or retused in the 
Assemhiy. It is with tiiat view that the Government actually agreed to 
admit two members of this House in a joint committee with the Assembly. 
Government have already yiehled to that point. The matter was then 
leterred on the advice of tlie President ami the Speakei- ot this House and 
tlie other House to the A<lvocate-Gem*ral whether to <lo so would be right 
and proper and the Advocate-tieneral report*, as a mutter ol fact that the 
joint committee would he nJtrd rites of the Act. if that is so, let us have 

a separate eommittee. That is what we want, to have a sejiaratt* Committee 

for the purpose of examining the Appropnatioii Aecouiits presented. Hy 
ithis we do not mean to arrogate to oursehes the p(»ner or the right to sanc- 
tion or to refuse to .^anction a particular grant. That has already heen done 
and finished. All tiiat w(‘ do want is only to examim* whether things Imvt* 
lieen properly done, whether what was granted was actually spent and it 
not why it was not spent. As a matter ot tact }ou will see that my position 
IS correct. c have no power to allow oi retuso to grant an} money but 

even then th«‘ budget is actually pn*sent«‘(l iu this Hrm^c loi discussion; 
liecaust* the budget is jireseiit<*(l f>u discussmii it cannot la* said that we 

cannot offer criticism. That is m»t the jaoition. Sir. 'fhe jiosition is that . 

all that we can offer is criticism, and no interference with the inner 
mechanism of the budget. Here, also, the Appropriation Accounts, etc., 
are presented not for the purpose ol granting or refusing any inonev but only 
for the purpose of seeing whether the sums of mom*} voted have been .spent 
in accordance with the grants. Ami this is not interfering wdth financial 
matters at all, nor is it arrogating to ourselves the power either of granting 
or refusing money, AVhen the position now is to the effect that a Joint 
Public Accounts Committee of both Houses cannot be allowed I appeal to 
the Finance Minister to see whether he cannot arrange for a separate com- 
mittee of this House only for the purpose of examining the appropriation 
accounts. Even if a Tohit Committee is declared to be ultra vires of the 
tfovernment of India Act, he should allow a .sejiarate accounts committee of 
the Upper Hou.se In see whether the accounts have been properly managed 
by the Gov(‘niment; J hope he will be plea.sed to reply to this point raised 
by me. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sii. %vith leference to my jioint am I 
to understand, as has been alread\ pointed out, that the Report will not he 
published under the authority of this House? If so, th(‘n may I move tliaf 
this will not be published under the authority of the Hengal Legislative 
Council.^ AVill you allow me to move a motion to tlii.s effect}' 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, that is perfectly understood. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Can yon ^ve an assurance that it will 
not be published under the authorify of this House? 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is another aspect of the thing. We can 
take it that the Hon’ble Finance Minister is verj^ much interested in 
upholding the dignity of the House and is quite prepared to give repuasenta- 
tiOD to this House in the Joint Committee that was once proposed. But 
quite apart from the illegality of the thing, as Mr. Azizul Haque has pointed 
out, I say that there is no bar in the Government of India Act, 1935, to 
allow the Finance Minister to bring in a Finance Bill before the House to 
give the House power to vote upon the Bill. There is no question of refus- 
ing or grunting any money but if he brings in a Finance Bill purely, then in 
that case we can discuss the appropriations and that is done so far as I know 
wherever there is a seernid chamber in any country. On the other hand if 
that power is given to us we can go into committee and that will obviate all 
irregularities and illegalities. If a suitable finance bill is brought forward 
by the Finance Minister so that members can take their part either in refusing 
the bill or giving supplie.s to the Finance Minister. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May 1 suggest an 
alternative and it is this: — I think my point has been misrepresented. I 
made my j»oint quite clear. Suppose Mr. Das advances a sum of Rs.500 to 
B and Mr. flaque comes in and says that he has got the right to look into 
the accounts 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Unless the matter were referred to 
Mr. Ilaque then certainly he would have no right to look in 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: My sole point was 
not whether the House should have the right of having a Public Accounts 
Committee, but once the right of sanctioning a budget is in possession of 
[the other House, it is a question whether uiuler the present Constitution we 
can liave a look into the expenditure of the accounts. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Tliat is why I suggest that a Finance Bill bo 
brought forward. 

Sir M. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: But, Sir, the point which 
has been raised for the second time is quite different and that point is this 
that future presentation of the Appropriation Accounts to this House, as 
this House ha.s a right to discu.ss the Appropriation Accounts as the presenta- 
tion of the Budget, that can also be discussed. This is a question which is 
not frtM' from diflicnilty. Here we are acting according to the provisions of 
the Government of India Act 

The Hon'ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: May T intenene. Sir, at this 
stage As iar as the rejxuts on the I’uldu* .V(‘<*ount'. art* concerned, they 
are diseu>se<l both in tin* Couer and llu* Cpper Houst*. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May 1 thaw the attention of the House 
to sections 107 and 108 oi the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules? 
Section 107 says — ‘‘When the accounts of the ])rovince and the report of 
the Auditor-General thereon have been laid before the Council, the Secretary 

shall cause them to be published * Is it the duty of the Secretary? 

and then it goes on — “and a copy of the accounts and the reports .shall be 
made available for the use of each member”. That is the rule which has 
been adopted by the Government. Then, Sir, section 108 says — “No dis- 
cuH.sion of the accounts of the province and the reports of the Auditor- 
General thereon shall take place in the ('ouncil until tlie report of the Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts on suich accounts and reports has been pre.sented 
to the Council under rule 109”* Rule 199 says — “The report of the„ Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts t)n the accounts of the j)roviucc and the reports 
of the Auditor-General thereon shall be presented to the Council by the 
Finance Minister”. Now^ Sir, all these sections read together means after 
that is done “tlie Secretary shall cause them to be published” and after that 
they will have the right of discussion. TV right of discussion is couceded 



by seciiott i.U5, namely rvo discussion m tbe^ accounts of tbe province and 
the reports, of the Auditor-General thereon shall take place in the Council 

until the report of the Committee on Public Accounts ” So it is a 

clear implication that not only it will be presented umler Rules 107 to 100 
but the further thing that is allowed by tlie rule is that the Secretary shall 
cause the reports to be published and made available to the members and 
then we shall have a right to discuss that subject. 

The Hoh’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is what I also said. You 
can discuss it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can we discuss itP 
The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right. Sir, as soon a.s we are in 
possession of the report we .shall arrange it according to our choua*. We 
shall have a Committee of the House. We shall arrange our own affairs 
according to our convenience a'i soon as a copy ot' the report i.*' made available 
to us. We will have a di‘<eus.sion on the report, but how we wull have that 
discussion you have no right to dictate. We .shall ask the Connnitt(»e to 
examine the report and suhinit a report on it. No\\ , Sir, the Ifon’blo 
Finance Minister really reali'^ed all these (lifiienlti(‘s and realising all this 
he was agreeable to havi* t\v(» members in the Public Accounts ('ommittet' 
but difheulty has been rai.sed by Sir Azizul Ha([U(‘ by a strange sjieeeh 

Sir M. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I am airaid m.\ friend Mr. Da.s 
is misrepresenting my .sjieeeh 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will \(m allow me to finish!^ The 
Finance Minister realised the diflieulty, liad 'sympathy and yhdded to our 
demand that there should he two memhers on the Committee in order tt) 
minimise the hii.^iness hut a-tked that th<‘re should la* a joint commit tet* and 
we agreed. We want a ef»ininitte(* ot our own. bet us have a committee 
of our own. The Advoeute-(f(*nt‘ial has expn^ssed the \iew' that a joint 
committee will he ultni rirc^t but there is nothing to ]irevi*nt us from having 
a committee ot our own. Our eonniiitti‘(* will re[»ort and we will have dis- 
cussion on thest* account". Itejaut of the Coinniittee meanjj the Committee 
of tliis House, it cannot he the Keport of another House AVe ha\e nothing 
to do with the Accounts eoirsidered by the other lIou.se. Let not this 
presentation of these Accounts he a in(‘re farce, a joke to this House. Rule 
108 of the Rengal Legislative ( ouneil Procedure Itules gives us the power, 
gives us the right to have a committee ot our own. All that I request is 
to allow me to move a motion that we want to have a Commit te(* of the 
Public Accounts of our own. I shall move that at a .short noliee. 1 hope 
the Finance Mini.ster will agi<*e to this. I nndetstand the honourable 
members of the House have no objection to the moving of such a motirm. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MDHAMMED AL*I: Su. may I make the jHisition 
clearer!** When I .said tliat the matter was n*eeiving further consideration 
of Government I meant to say that we were trying to explore other avenues 
to come to a conclusion on thi.s matter, to meet tlie demands ot the honoui- 
able members of tliis House. We want to examine whethei it is feasible 
to have in tlu* 1 [»per House a Comimtl«‘e which will be jnfn( nrts of the 
Government of India Act. I think it can be done, but I cannot make any 
commitments at this stage. Mr. failit ('haridra Das is accustomed always 
to see the dark side of the Government and imputes ‘motives to the (iovern- 
ment. But that is not a fact. AVe are sympathetically considering the 
matter and we feel tliat the Cpper House should be represented in the Public 
Accounts Committee. The honourable members have waited for a long tim# 
and I would earne.stlv request them to wait for a fortnight more by which 
time we think we might come to a decision. 
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Mr. point of oWer, Sitt My point is 

that tiie Secretary of tjos House -will not publisli the Report of Aiiother 
Houi^e, . - 

Mr. MAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Sir, I submit that tliis ques- 
tion should not }>e treated as a party question. It should be 
treated as a privileg'e of this House. So, if you so wish this 
question may be discussed when the Hoirble President is present 
ill the House. It is useless to consider a Report examined by the 
other House. This mutter may be Inou^ht in the form of a Resolution next 
Friday. This (jiiestion was not ilecided tor j^ood in the last 8 or (1 years. 
So, on this occasion also I am not vtoy san^jj-uine whether the present 
Ministry will be able to solve the problem. 1 do not think they will come 
to a satisfactory solution. In the meantime 1 would su^rj^est that Mr. Lalit 
(diandra Das’s jnojiosal mij^lit either he made today, I mean his motion may 
be moved today or later, in any case not later than Friday next. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Deputy President, 1 would request 
you to see section lt)8 of our Procedure Rules and reipiest that it he f^iven 
effect to and 1 he allowed to move a short notice motion. The Finance 
Minister is presiuit and has presented the xVp])roj)riation Accounts, etc. 
Under Rule 108 we may liave a committee of our own and tliev must discuss 
Ithese Apiiropriaiion Acc<mnts. So please allo>\ me, Mr. Deputy President, 
to move a short notice motion to tlie iidlowin;^ effect. I want to lead it 
8Ui?f(estin^ the names of the committee that is to he formed uinlcr Pub* 11)8. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May I make a 
suffffestion to the Opposition, to my friends over there, to consi*ler whetlier, 
in view of the announcement made by the Finance Mmi-^ti-r that he will 
iiiakt* some unnouncem(*nt within a fortnight, we canmtt wait for a fortnijxht. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Kvervthing may or may not he well up 
to that time. We want to proceed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This is a controversial point: it is not 
a new thing. T have alread\ stated that this question has been raised off’ 
and on in this House and it is now pending tor years together and yet no 
decision has been arrived at. In view ot the j)r())u»sal oi Mr. Ilamidul Huq 
(^iiowdhury and Mr. Das I do not want to give any ruling or decide the 
issue on m\ owfi. 1 think it sliould he in> duty to ht* guidiM] by the wisdom 
of the House and it is for the House to decide whether the> should wait for 
a few ilays mon‘ or allow the resolution wliich m\ triend Mr. Da^ wants to 
move, to h<- moveil today. If it is the <le-%ire ot the House that tliey (annot 
wait [\n\ long(‘r and they sliould have the resolution moved hert* and now 1 
have no objection. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that the .Vppropriation 
Accounts 

The Hon*ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; On a tmint ot order. Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ahm aie nnl a member ot this House. 
You are a hostile member. On a t>oint oi order. Sii. Tliis cannot he taken 
Up in this House today, as that is not do\Mi on the Order Paper. Today is 
a non-oilieial day and there can he no special residution on such a contro- 
versial matter. I do not like. Sir, that one House should lake up an attitude 
which ma\ lea<l to a i|iiarrel between tlie two Houses. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; I am sonv that an Hon'hle 
Minister has raised the question td controversy between the two House.s. 
It is ver\ unhappy. There i^ ahspiutely no controversy and no suggestion 
of tt controversy should he given Pspeeiully by a Mini>ter in this respect. 
/The matter lias come Wfore this House tor disimssion and the efficient and 
the he.st way of discu.ssing it is first to set up a committee of this House to 
examine the details first and then leave it to this House to go further into 
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the•«l«l(ter^ It ‘cannot he saifl that ft iS.a .qiie.slijii which is hevomi the 
powet oi^is House uoi can it he soid to raise a <^u6aHoii oi a quarrel between 
the two Houses. The statement which the Hon’ble Minister made is very 
unfortunate. As regards admission ol a special motion tliat Mr. Dus l^e.s 
to move today in this regard I should say that if the House is unanimous 
that it is a very important resolution and it sliould he moved first I think 
the House can change the order of business of today to allow of that special 
motion being moved aiid I believe they are competent to do so without 
violating any Kiiles of the Council. 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAZZEM H088EIN: T suggest that the si)ecial 
motion be postponed till Friday next. 

Mr.*LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It is in the order ])a]iei : we have got 
it and it aiises from the u])pro]>riation rt‘ports ami the audit rt‘port. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALt: Si r, 1 a^sociat»‘ m>Neli with what 
has been said b\ my c*olle:igut‘ the Hon'ble Mr. Fazlur Hahnian ami I would 
like to su))ph‘im‘iit the objection that he has raistMl by saying this: 1 refer 
to the llengal I.egislativt' Council Frocedure Uule where it is said 

tliat no business not included in tlie order j>a]ier tor tbe tlay shall lie transact- 
ed at any meeting without the leave ot the President. So the statement 
that Mr. l)e]uity President has made that he is entirely in llu‘ hands of 
the Houst‘ in this matter is not (piite correct. The power to allow or dis- 
allow has been vested in him alone. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir. this is almost a retlt‘ction on the Chair, ami the 
Hon’ble Minister should be asked to withdraw his remarks. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have sai<l nothing wrong. I 
have only drawn attiuition to the fact that the deiusion in tin* matter does 
not r(‘st with the House. The words “without the leave of the Pre.sidtMit’* 
would mean that Mr. Depui\ President is not entirely in the liands of the 
House. His consent is necessary before such a motion can In* moved, and 
be is at liberty to \Nithhold such consent. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: 1 ani atrai<l the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
is labouring under a mist'once)ition. The question has been raised as a 
question ot Privilege ot the House and such a (juestion can be raised at any 
moment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid the Chair has mis- 
understood me. I have only stat(‘d tliat a n‘S(diition whicli is not on tho 
Order Paper can only be moved >\ith the consent ot the Ibesident only. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: This means the President or 
any other presiding ofHcer. In the absence of the President the Deputy 
President i(>r the puiposes ot tin* House exercises all the i unctions of tho 
Chair; otherwist* there is no sense in having a Deputy President. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I b^g to move that the Appropriation 
Accounts for Jt)44-4d and Audit Hepoil. PHb. and the Financt* Accounts for 
1944-4d and the Audit Uejiort. P»4b. be nderred to a Committee consisting 
of the following to lejiort thereon uitliin a toitmglit from date; — 

The Hon’ble Minist<*r in ebargf ot tbe Finance Department, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Mr. Hamidiil Hu(j ( iiowdhury, 

Mr. (leorge Morgan. 

Mr. Haridas Maxumdar, 

Mr. Hiren Roy, and 
the mover, 

and that the number of members whose presence .shall be necessary to form 
a quonun shall lie tbrt»e. 
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Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL {{lAQUliHChaq Sihadur: Sir, may I again 

say for the sake of peace knd amity : It seems tkat what I have been point- 
ing out all along this day has .not been understood 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAZZEM H088EIN: Sir, I cannot allow as 
long as 15 flays for the purpose for the Finance Minister to arrive at a deci- 
sion, but let us wait for 7 days, that is, till next Friday. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I support the motion moved by my 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. This matter has been hanging fire for a long 
time and I think no further time should be allowed, and the sense of the 
House may be taken on it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I take it that it^is the 
pleasure of the House that some motion should be moved on this point by 
this House. I have considered it from all points of view. I have also 
taken into account the objection raised on behalf of the government. Now, 
may 1 request the House to wait till Friday next to bring this motion before 
the House? May I take it that it is accepted? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes. 

Sir M. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Mu.\ I take it that in the 
meantime it is open to any meinlxu ot the House to give notice of any 
motion relevant to the i.ssue? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 


The Bengal Pure Pood Bill, 1947. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, with your pernnssion I beg 
to introduce the Hengal Pure Food Hill, 1947, which was published in the 
CalcutUi Gazvitv on the 8th March 1947. 1 also giv(‘ notice that I shall 

move at short notice that the Hill be taken into consideration on the 31st 
March 1947 and also move on the same day that the Hill as settled iu the 
Council be passed. 


The SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): The Hengal Pure Food Bill, 


1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hill is in trfidiiced. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is not in the Order Paper. Today 
is the non-otiiciul day. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: AVe have so many Hills to move and introduce. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Do wp undwstaud that the 
honouruhlc iupu.Ihts do not want puro food iu tlio provincoy 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; It is simplo introduction. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; So, Sir. the other introductions also may take place 
before’ di^cussiou of Hills in the order pre.seiited takes place. 


Mr DEPUTY PRESIDENT; All right. Sow us regards the Pure 
Food Hill some time will have to he fixed within which the members might 
put in their amendments. May I fix tbe -.4th of March . 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR:^ This is a very big Hill. It may have to 
go to Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; This Bill was refererd to a ^t 
Committee and it has come out of ^e Select Committee. 
lapsed it had to be reintroduced. The point is this that this Bill was 
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introduced in the Lower £[ouse anfl there it was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee and we have already incorporaietl the recommendations of the Select 
Committee in this Bill which is now being introduced in the Upper House 
here. Jhere will be no purpose in sending it to the Select Committee again. 

Mr. 'DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So I fix the 24th of March for amend- 
ments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In this time for amendments meant only 
for amendments such as that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion thereon, etc., or 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All sorts of amendments including amend- 
ments for the existing claiisevS of the Bill. I have allowed you ten days* 
time. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Sir, 1 beg to move for 
leave to introduce the Criminal ProctMlure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to grant leave to Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanohish to introduce the 
Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947? 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 heg to move for leave 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I rise on a point o{ order. 
This Bill requires the jirevious .sanction of the (ioverm)r ami I Ixdieve that 
sanction has not been granted. Tin* Bill therefore cannot he introduced. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may J enquire if it is not 

possible to devise .some ways and means by which members’ Bills may be 
actually taken up for con.sidcration in view of a large number of Bills that 
are being introduced and sent to Select ( oiiiinittc<*s? The effect of all this 
is that every Bill kills the other Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The pre vious .sanction of the Governor 
not having been obtained, the Bill canjiot he introduced. 

Extension of time for submission of Select Committee's Report. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, may I ffirmally move two similar motions, of 
which I have duly given notice? 

One is that the Council is of opinion that time for submission of the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Kasiern liengal Disorderly House 
(Amendment 1 , Bill be extended up to the dlst October. 1947. 

Tho Bengal Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 
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Mfi DiPUTY PREMDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Ben/?u} Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) 
Bill, 194fi? 

(There was no objection.; 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 
1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tlie Bill is introduced. 

The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Second Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the ( riminal Procedure (Bengal Second Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Criminal Procedure (Bengal Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1947!'' 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Suppn‘MHion of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 194(). 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the j)leasure ot the House to allow 
the niember leave to introduce the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traftic 
(Amendment) Bill, 194(1 ^ 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Tratlic (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 194(i. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH; T beg to move for leave 
to intix)duce the Bengal Municipal (Amendment ) Bill. 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the plea.Mire of the House to allow 
leave to the member to introduce the Bengal Municipal ( Amemlinent } Bill 
1947? 

(There was no ohjection.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Municipal lAmendment. Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is intr.Kluced. 

The Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I heg to move bw leave to introduce the Bengal 
Public gambling (Amendment) Bill. I94(i. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; -Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
leave to the memher to introduce the Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) 
Bill, 1946. 

(There w'as no objection.) 
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SECRETARY: The Bengal Public (rambling j( Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill i^ introduced. 

The Bengal Release on Probation and Temporary Release of Prisoners Billi 

1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; I beg t.> move tor leave to introduce the Bengal 
Release on Probation and Teniporurs Release of Pri-^oners Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the nie asure of the House to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Bengal Release on Probation and Tempo- 
rary Release of l*risoneis Bill, 1946:' 

(There was no objei‘tion.1 

SECRETARY: The Benga 1 Release on Probation and 'remporary 
Release of Jhdsoners Bill, l!)4t). 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Urban Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED : 1 beg to move tor leave to introdiiee the Bmigal 

Fihan Poor and rmunjdoxed Rtdief Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ts it the jileasure oi the House to allow 
tlie memher le.ive to intioduee tlie Bengal Prhan Poor and Unemployed 
Reliet Bill, 1947:^ 

(There "was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: Tlie Bengal rihun Poor and I’nemploved Relief Bill, 
lft47. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

Now the Hous(* will take up the (‘onsideration of the ( surious T/ians Bill, 

The Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take nji consiilera- 
tion of the rsurious Iannis (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1949, clause by 
clause. 

CJnuMC 1 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ( la use 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sii, with your permission 1 want to move a sliort- 
notice amendment 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You* cannot move it. Ja‘t some (;ther 
honourable memher mclY(‘ it on >oui Indialf. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir. I beg to mov«* that in place of “1944” the 
figure “1947” he substituted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It will then lose its antiquity 
value. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved tliat in place of 
''1944” the figure “l!f47” be substituted. 

The question before the House is that iti place of “1944*' tlie figure 
*‘1947” lie sub.stiiuted. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the Hoxise is that 
clause 1 as amended stand j)art of the Bill. 

(Thejnotion was put and agreed to.) 

Chuse lA. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause lA stand part of the Bill. 

The qiu^tion before the House is that clause lA stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was* put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clauses 2 and d stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Title and the Ibeamble be added to the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that ihe Usurious Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Hill. 1947. as settled in the f'ouncil, be passed. 

Sir, this is a very .Niinple amending Bill. The rsnrioiis T/oan.s Act was 
passed in 1918. Its jirineipal (diject was to gi\e relief in all kinds of loan 
to the debtors in ease ol excessive and unfair rates of interest and in 
other ways. The Central Banking Kn<juiry Committee and some of the 
Provincial Banking Kncjuiiy Committees tound that tliat A(‘t was practically 
a dead letter and Inid been made very little Use of hy the Indian Courts 
owing to the (lef(‘cts in section d ol this Act. There aie two conditions 
precedent which are to be complied with ladore a court can (‘xercise power 
under this si^c.tion. Tin* first condition is in s(*ction d(/i(u) “the interest 
is excessive’’ and the second condition is in section d(/)(/o that ‘\the 
transaction betwc'cii the parties was suhstantially unfaii”. The two condi- 
tions are coiimH'ted hy the word (Uiff and so tin* court will see if both the 
conditions are fulfilled before taking action. Now according to this amend- 
ing Hill the coniunetion (tnd is converted into or s(t that the court cannot 
insist on the fulfillment of both the conditions. Either [a] or {ff) will 
suffice for the purpose of their taking action. In the absence of such a 
change the eoiiit may or ma\ not use thmr diser(‘tioiiary jutwers to give 
redief to a delitor. Now- b\ this ameiidiiient it is compulsory upon the court 
to take action. This is a very useful am<‘udment and I eomuH'ud my amend- . 
ing Bill, namel\, the Usurious Loans (Bengal .Vmendment ) Bill, 1947, for 
the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Usurious Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 19*17, as settled in the Uouncil. be passed. 

The (]uestion before the House is that the Usurious Loans (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Uoiineil. be passed. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As regards this Bill the first reading is already 
over and the motion for consideration w'a*' jiassed. Now the second and 
third readings are to be taken up. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, the House will now take up 
consideratimi of the Bengal Uourt of Wards (Amendment) Bill. 1940, clause 
by clause. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg ta'^nove that the Bengal Court of Wards 
(Amendment) Bill. 1940, be taken into consideration, clause by clause. 

TIlO Hon'bla Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, there will be some short 
notice amendments from the Government side. 
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Clause L 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The quefttiou before the House is that 
clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to. » 

(latere 2A. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (lue.Ntion is that elause 2A stand part 
of the Bill. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to move an amend- 
ment which is in the nature oi a drafting amendment, namely, that for 
2A of the Bill, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

2A. In section 5 of the said Act. for the second paragraph commencing 
with the words “it shall deal” and ending with the words “provisions of 
the Act“, the following shall be substituted, numel\ , “it shall deal with 
every person and every property which may be placed under its charge in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act or of w'hich it may take or retain 
charge under this Act”. 

This is merely a drafting amendment, Sir, to make matters clear and 
this is also an imjirovement on the draft as in the Bill. 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2A as amended stand part of the Bill was Jhen 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (piestion is (hat clause d stand part 
of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. as 1 have intimated, I beg 
to move another short notice aiiHUidment, naimdy, I hat in clause 3 of this 
Bill, for the proposed section ()B, the lollowing section l>e substituted, 
namely : — 

GB. When in respect of any pioprietor an order is made by the 
Provincial Government under section G or sef'tion GA, — 

((M the Couil shall take chaige <d all tin* prM[MTty of such ])roprietor 
within it> jurisdiction and may in it^ >liscretion also take the 
charge ol the person of such proprietor if such proprietor is 
resident within its jurisdiction, and 
{h) the Court may in its di.scretion also take (lie charge of the person 
and property ot any minor member of the family of such 
proprietor who has an immediate or reversionary interest in the 
property of such proprietor. 

Mf« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause d of 
the Bill, for the proposed .section ()B the following .section be substituted, 
namely : — 

6B. When in re.spect of any jiroprietor an order is made by the Provin- 
cial Government under section G or section GA, — 

(a) the Court shall take charge of all the proj>erty of such proprietor 
within its jurisdiction and may in its discretion also take the 
charge of the person ’ of such proprietor if such proprietor is 
resident witbin its iuHsdiction, and 
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(h) the Court uiay in its discretion also take tlie charge of the person 
and property of any minor member of the family of such 
proprietor who has an immediate or reversionary interest in the 
property ot such projnietor. 

The (pjestioii before tlie House is that in clause 3 of the Bill, for the 
proposed section OB tlie following section be substituted, namely; — 

6B. When in respect of any proprietor an order is made by the Provin- 
cial Government under section 0 or section OA, — 

(a) the Court shall take charge of all the property of such proprietor 
within its jurisdiction and may in its disci etion also take the 
charge of the jierson of such pioprietor if such proprietor is 
resident within its jurisdiction, and 

{h) the Court may in its discretion also take the charge of the person 
and property of any minor member of the family of such proprietor 
who has an immeiliate or reversionary interest in the property of 
such proprietor. 

(The motion was put and agieed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: IV question ]>ei ore the House is that 
clause 3 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

Tho Hofl’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. I beg to move that in 
clause 4 of the Bill in the proposed sectiim 7 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : On a point of order, Sir. 
I find that the Hon’bb' Minister w moving amendments one after tlu* othei. 
They ari* not formal amemlnMOits at all ami notice ot these ameiidnients liavi* 
not been given to an> members of the House. \Vt‘ are all in the dark as to 
how these amemlimuits are going to affect flie main jmommohs of the Bill. 
If my frieinl Mr. Nur AhimMl accepts the amendments ! think the best way 
of doing so is to liave those amendments incoiporaled in the Bill aft<‘r due 
notice to the members ot tlie House .so that we may be in a position to 
understand tlieir nature ami ('(Vect. Gf course sliort-nolice amendments can 
be allowed by tin* Chair it he thinks it is neccssaiy. But we are in a 
difficult position to follow what is giung on. So will it not be proper to 
give us notice and take uji the Bill later ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. the amendments I have 
suggested are all lormal and aie only dniHing ehanges 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Sir, the matter went to 
the Select Committee ami tin* Select.! ommittee reported on it and unless 
we have notice of umemlnicnts we cannot umleistaml the implication of the 
amemlmenls 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. it is altogethe r a bad principle to 
allow' amemlments to be moved w itliout giving uv notice. We feel it a great 
difficulty to follow’ the amemlments and we object to it. Simply because the 
llou’ble Minister says they are foimal we cannot accept it. We must 
understand tliat they aie lormal. We have not got copy of the amendments 
and we cannot follow what the Hon'hle Minister says. We muNt umler- 
stand that the amemlments do not matenally utleet the Bill ami are of a 
formal nature before we can aece]»t them. Therefore the Chair is chary and 
we are unwilling to allow the amendments to be moved in the w*ay in which 
the Hon’ble Minister is moving them. I suggest. Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Minister should not be allowed to move the amendments. We have not even 
got a copy of the amendments. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. So lonp^ I was allowinp^ 
these short^notice ameadments because I believed that the honourable 
sponsor of the Bill has no objection to accept them. I was also under the 
impression that the amendments were simply draflinj^ clianjfes. However, 
if there is any objection from the House, well, I am prepared to postpone 
[the consideration of the Bill, but at the same time 1 would like to remind the 
honourable members that this is a non-official Bill and non-official Bills are 
taken up very rare. If you miss this opportunity, the sponsor of this Bill 
w’ill hardly get another opportunitx in the near future to move this Bill. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: Sir, T do apnreciate 
what has fallen from the Chair. 1 submit that the members should have 
sufficient opportunity to consider whether these are merely verbal or formal 
changes, whether tliey affect the jirovisions of the Bill. All these things 
ought to be taken into consideration in allowing these short notice ameiia- 
ments to be moved. Moreover, we have not received copies of th(‘ amend- 
ments and therefore it is difficult for u.s to follow what are the changes. 

The Hon’bte Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the (Government is not 
re.sponsible for this Bill, It is only with a view to help the mover of the 
Bill that the (iovernment lias brought in some formal amendments so that 
this Bill is not passed witli many drafting defects. It the House so like* 
I shall not move any amendments and let the Bill ]>rocee«l us it is. 

Mr. DEPUPTY PRESIDENT. Apart from the fact that these amend- 
ments are going to be moved at a short notice the office could not examine 
the annoidments that are now being proposed, ruder these circumstances 
I think it desirable that the liill should not be ]>roceeded with any further. 
It should be ]>ostponed and in the meantime the copies r)f th(‘ annmdments 
should be circulated to the honourable members. 

The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bitb 1943, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We now take up the Indian Lunacy Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I i>eg to move that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill. llMd. as repoited )>y the .Stdei’t Committee be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, it is a very simple Bill. It only provnles for the tempoiary releuMo 
of the lunatics when the guardians or relatives so desire. It is a non- 
con ten tious Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Indian Lunacy 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, lU4‘f, as reported by the Select Comiiiittee, be 
taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amen<l- 
ment ) Bill, llt4d, as rejiorted by the Seh‘ct Committee, lie taken into 
consideration. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleaMiie of the House that the 
Bill should be proceeded xxith oi <lo they A\aut time or notice for putting in 
amendments. 

Mr. NAGEHDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: So far as I could see, 
the Select Committee re]>ort has changed the original Bill altogether and it 
will be convenient if the members got some time to consider tlie change and 
1 would like to submit that this Bill requires recirculation. Anyway we 
may be glad to have an opportunity to put in amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How’ many days will be necessary? 

Mri BIREN ROY: 10 days. 
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Mr. DEPUTY , PRESIDENT: I fix 3 p.in. on the 21st March as the time 
up to which amendments might be put in. 

The Bengal Muslim Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure 
Regulation Bill, 1940. 

(As reported by the Select Committee.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bill as reported by the 
Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

Mfe DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Muslim 
Marriage hlxtravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Hegulation BiU, 1940, 
be taken into consideration. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Hon’ble Mr. 8YED MUAUAMUDDIN H088AIN: I request that a 
long period of time may be given for submission of amendments to the 
clauses of the Bill. I would suggest 15 days. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT. All right. Notice of amendments to this 
Bill may be given by 3 p.m. on the 31st of March. 

The Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) 

Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: I beg to move that the 
Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRE8iDENT: Motion moved that the Hindu Women’s 
Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 1943, be taken 
into consideration. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: First let mo ascertain if the House want 
time for giving notice of amendments. Is it the ])Ieasure of the House that 
the Bill be forlhwith jiroeeeded with? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No, Sir, it cannot be taken up 

forthwith (Mr, Lalit Chandra Das; You are not a member of this 

House and you cannot object to it.) 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: No, we are not making 
any change except this formal change. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT : Time for notice of amendments is allowed 
till 31st March. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Bales and Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

1844. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Land Revenue Sales 
and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Mr. Fazliir Rahman, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Land ajjid Land Revenue, 

(2) Mr, Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Labanyaprabha Dutta, 

(4) Dr. K, S. Roy, 

(6) Mr. C. E, Clarke, 
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(6) Mr. ChoudLuiy Moazzeni Hossein alias Lai Min, 

(7) Haridas ^Hkcuuidar, 

%Ir- Latafat Hossain, 

(9) Mr. Lalit C'haiidra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the moTer, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from tlio daSfe 
of reference and that the number of members wlio.se presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum sliall be four. 

This is a simple amending Bill which was circulated to the members and 
I do not like to dilate on it. I commend it to the acceptance of this House. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Land 
Bevenue Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be referred 
'to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Land and Land Revenue, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Labanyaprabha Dutta, 

(4) Dr. K. S. Roy, 

(5) Mr. C. E. Garke, 

(0) Mr. Choudhury Moazzera Hossein alias Lai Mia, 

(7) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(8) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(9) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to .submit their report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members wdiose prestmce shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The question before the House is that 
the Bengal Land Rtwenue Sale.s and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hoirhle Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Mini.sfer in charge of the 

Dejuirtiiieiit of Land and Land Reviuiue, 

(21 Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Lahaiiyaprobha Dutta, 

<4) Dr. K. S. Roy, 

{o» Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(0) Mr. Choudhury Moazzeni Hos.sein ahait Lai Mia, 

(7 ) Mr. Harida-s Mazumdar, 

(S) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(9) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instmction.s to .submit their report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

41 
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Hm Bangal Holy Qiwran Solo Bill, 1M3. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I be? to moTe that ttl Bengal Qolp^ttoran 
Sale Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of-^ 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr, Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(0) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(G; Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(7) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.ii.e., c.i.e., 

(9) Khun Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, and 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit tlieir report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose piesence sliall be 
necessary to constilutt* a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, tliis Bill has been brought in only to regulate the .said of the Holy 
Quorun. This has been pas.sed into Act in the Punjab, N. \V. F. P. and 
Sind, This is a non-controversial Bill. 1 commend my Bill to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mft DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Amendment moved that the Bengal Holy 
jQuoran Sale Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select ('ommittee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of tho 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(G) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(7) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr, Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.d.e., c.i.e., 

(9) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Puthan, and 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to con.stitute a quorum shall be four. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I beg to move a short notice 
aniendiuent, namely, the mime of Mr. Latatat Hossain in the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How many members are there nowP 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Ten. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We have no objection. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the* name of 
Mr. Latafat Hossain be incIudesTin the Select Committee. 

Mr# DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that tho 
name of Mr, Latafat Hossain be included in the Select Committee. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 
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lh< DEPUTY PREtlOBNTs The qvestioii before ]khe House is that the 
Bengal Holy Quo{^SaIe Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee- 
qo m pi n y of— » 

(t) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(•j) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(G) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(7) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Hon'lile Mr. Tjtrak Nath Miikerjea, M.ii.E., (M.K.. 

(f)) Khan Bahadur (ihya.suddin Bathan, 

(1(T) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 
(11) the mover, 

with instruction.^ to suluuit their report within five luontlrs Irom the date 
of reference and that the nunilier of members wliose pre.sence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 


Th 0 Bengal Practitioners of Indian Bjfstem of Medicine Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that the Bengal Practitioners of 
Indian Svstem of Medicine Bill, 11)44, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon within four months from the date of the passing 
of the motion for circulation. 

It has been circulated once and I believe that the honourable members 
of the House have gone through the opinions and so I do not like to make 
a speech on it. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Motion moved that the Bengal Practi- 
tioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944 be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon within four months from the date of the passing 
of the motion for circulation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The <|uestion before the House i.s that 
the Bengal Practitioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon within four months 
from the date of the passing of the motion for circulation. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

The Agriculturists Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMJED: I beg to fiiove that the Agriculturists Loan# 
(Ikuigal Amendment) Bill, 1944. be circulated for the imrpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five months from the dale of the passing of the 
motion for circulation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Agriculturists 
I^ans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the mirpose of 
©Uciting opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing 
of 4he motion for circulation. 

The question before the house is that the Agriculturists Loans (Bengal 
Amendfnent) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon within '^ve months from the date of the passing of the motion for 
eimulation. 

(The question was put aind agreed to. ) 
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Tbt Bengal Villa^ Self>Co«ernment (AmimlnleRi) Bill, fB44. ' 

Mr. NUR AHMEB: Si/, I move that the Bengal "lifillage Sel|-Gbjern- 
ment (Amemlineut) Bill, 11^44, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five months from the date of tJie pa.s.sing tff the 
motion for circulation. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved- that the Bengal Village 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1944, bo circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing 
of the motion for circulation. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five montlis from the date of the passing of the 
motion for circulation. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is proposed to change the meeting 
lime of the House from 2-15 to 145 p.m. May I take it that there is no 
objection from the Government sideP 

(Some members on the Government side.— E xcept on Fridays.) 

^ Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 145 p.m. 

Monday the 17th March 1947. 
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Council then adjourned till 145 p.m. on Monday the 17th March, 

Members absefit. 


^ The following members were absent from the meeting of this Council 
feld on the 14th March 1947:— 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Dus, 

(4) Mr. Kamiiii Kumar Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Eric Derniot Daym*, 

(()) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fuzal Ellahi, 

(7) Mr. Muiigturam daipuriu, 

((S) Kluin Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(9) Mr. Humayuu Z. A. Kabir, 

{10) Mr, Syed Abdul Majid, 

111) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(12) I)r. Kimnul Sankar Boy, 

(18) Mr. Muhammad Taufiq, and 

{14) The Ilou’bb' Sir Bejoy Pra.sad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e. 
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First Saision, 1M7— No. 19. 

The CorNCii. met in flie I,egislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 17th March, 1!»47. at 1-46 p.m., being the ISlth 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section of the Gov- 

ernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy I’ban.vd Sinuh Boy, k.c.i.e ) 
was in the Chair. 


General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Mr. Fresideut, Sir, the lion hie the Fimuie(‘ 
Miiiuster has given this House a fairly detailed stateniruit on the lamentable 
( ondition of the finaiH'es of the Ihovince. 


hor Hf4()-47 tin* deficit will amount to tlie enormous total of 
Its. ld,!28,47.()00 and lor H47-4S the aiitieipaled deficit is ]ts. (i, ‘JO, 14, (KM). 
'Ihese^re very heavy items and so far as one can see we have no means lor 
balancing the budget. * I 

The Finanee Minislei' i.s hoping tor an mhMju.ite meaMire ot finamuai 
a,>sistanee from the (’(‘litre hut so far has not received any respoUHe from 
that (juarter. lie said that should ther<‘ he no fair and e(|uitahle financial 
settJeii(U*nt between the ('eiitre and the rro\njet‘, then the Ihovinee had no 
otliei course open to it than t<» a^k lor in/ futc sul)\entions Irom y(‘ar to year. ^ 
lliis is a terrilile position to be m, and- in view of the luient statement made 
by His Majesty’s Government it now appear.s an urgent nee(*Hsity that thp 
(‘rovince should obtain a financial statement with the (’(‘litre wiiicli will 
cnaldc It to stand on its own fe(‘t. SVv share Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta'.s 
\iew that Muslims and Hindus in this I’rovince must co-operate if the 
undesirable alternative of a jiartitiou is to be avoided and in our opinion Ih-a 
litLst basis of co-operation is to be found in the (’abinet Mission's Plan. VVe 
lio]H‘, thmefore, most earnestly that the Muslim Leagm* will (*ntor the 
( 'oust ituent As.sembly. 

liOdking to tli(‘ future, it sim-ius t(» me that tlau'e must b(' .some drastic 
(Utting down of expmiditure if we an^ ever lo balance our budget. 

In the debate on the hndget lust y«‘ar 1 saifl that there was seojie tor 
cutting down expenditnn* in two departments, mimeU, (’ivil Supjilies and 
Agriculture. Tlie first named dejmrtmeni (’ivil Supplies, is a very costly 
one and we do not get any rommensurate iTsults. The Kinance Minister 
tells u.s that a suh-coinmittee of the Gal^inet i.s looking into the question of 
posiible leduetion of staff, and that is 10 lakhs had so far Iieen saved. Bu|. - 
whfft about the loss of sale of subsidised f(X)d amounting to Its. 2,4»5,2(],()0O 
in the revised budget for 1940-47 and to Us. I,01,00,(K)0 in the budget 
e.stimafe for 1947-48 No information has been given a.s to how this loss 
was incurred. 


iAtgram, the los.s on Boat C’onsfruction Programme was Its. 29,7(),(MK) in the 
estimate for 194(>-47 and is Rs. J,20,-%,(KK) in the budget estimate 
for f947.^3, Revere eritieism was levelled against Government on boat 
construction during last year’si budget debate and was evidently justified. 

GoTTmment intend to cut their loss and practically wij>e orf this item. 
J ne boat bmldiag contraotors would seem to Ije the only people who have 
(i^eiited by the scheme. If the Buppliea IJtpartment was drastic- 
®'ly retrenehed our deficit w||uld be gfi|atly mlneed and* I^w^ould suggest 
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the Finance Minister should enlist the aid of business men in oyerhaui> 
ing the exjpenditure of this Department. It is difficult to see what parti- 
cular benents we derive from an expendHure of about six crcu'ee. v 

As regards Agricidture, there are items of expenditure which could be 
cut out without impairing the efficiency of the Department. What results 
do we get from “Agriculture Demonstration and Propaganda'’ 
Ks. 1,11,13,000 This is a very large sum but we have no details about 
results. Again, “Agricultural Development" Ks. 60,02,000 — what is thkY 

Mft PRESIDENTS May I enquire of the Leader of the House as to 
where the Finance Minister is. He should have been here. 

Th0 Hon*tol« Mr, 8AIYED MOAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN: Sir, he has 
sent word that he would be coming just now. 

Thd Hofi'blo Mr, TARAK NATH MUKHER4I, Sir, the Parliamentary 
Secretary is here taking notes. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Parliamentary •Secretary is after all Parliamentary 
Secretary. Finance Minister should have been in the House. 

Mr, C, MORGAN, I would also like to draw the attention of the Finance 
Minister to the “Advances to Cultivators" which shows a balance outstand- 
ing on 1st April, 1047, estimated to be Its. 2,42,0(),IMK). It would be 
interesting to know why and how these loans are given. Who is the decid- 
ing authority in the matter of granting loans ami what conditions do Gov- 
^^ernnient lay down before paying overl^ Large amounts are budgetted for 
seed farms and seed stores in every thana. 1 have no laith that these items 
will give any practical results. The elimination of these items and some 
other smaller ones would reduce our deficit. 1 would .suggest that an inde- 
pendent body on business lines such as an Agricultural Credit Co-operation 
should be set up. 

I now turn to the lload Construction programme. A sum of 
Us. 1 ,d2,(K),tKK) has been j)rovided for 11147-48 and the details are given on 
pages 62-63 of the budget estimate of Civil Works. It has been stressed 
over and over again by Vi(‘pn)vs, Governors and public bodies that Hoad 
Construction should have No. 1 priority and yet tbere is no apparent recog- 
nition in the Budget Statement of the iinj)orlance of Hoad Construction to 
the develoi)ment of the Province. 

I do not know how the programme is decided upon. Was the decision 
based on the King’s Heport or was it on proposals put forward by the Pro- 
vincial Board of (hmimunicationsP 

In any case I hope Government realise the importance of jmshing on with 
Hoad Construction as rapidly us povssible. 

As regards the revised 5-Year Development Plan, amounting to Rs. 163 
crores, 1 muv say thal in view of the constitutional position, my opinion is 
that as mucli as possible should be undertaken before June, lSi48. Where 
h will Bengal get its share of the capital expenditure not to speak of»^the 
^^eciirring lianility!^ Government must .surely have some plan for meeting 
these liabilities. 

■1 now turn to the Debt Position. The Finance Minister has omitted 
an explanation of the Debt Position, We are entitled to know what the 
position is, having regard to the recurring deficits and to the accumukimg 
load of unproductive debt. I expect a reply to this, 

As regards Medical, T would like to know whether the Finance 
Minister has any idea of what this Province will have to provide ;^or under 
the “Workmen’s State Insurance Act", when passed W the Central 
liegislature. An agreement has to be made between the Board and the 
Provincial Governments regarding the sharing of the cost of medical 
amenities. 
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Befemng to the Calcutta Corporation loans, I object most strongly to 
this b^y being bolstered up by ^ance taken from provincial revenues. 
Why should provincial tax-payers nave to put their hands in their pockets 
to enable the Calcutta Corporation to keep its head above water. 

I see the Finance Minister has agreed to grant a loan of Rs. 50,00,000 
repayable within 12 months provided the Corporation agrees to the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of Experts to examine its financial position and 
administrative set up. But what hope is there of repayment within the 
time specified? 

Since 1920 the administration of the Calcutta Corporation has ^ne 
steadily downhill and it is high time that so'ine drastic action should be 
taken, even if it means that Government should supersede the Corporation. 
This Corporation is a glaring example of what can iiappen in a Democratic 
Body which had fired the imagination of the late Surendra Nath Banerjee 
in 1^2. I was then one of the Councillors. 

Heferring to Education, the grant under this head seems to be insuffi- 
cient as when grants-in-aid are allotted, the grants already given to existing 
schools are retluced in order that new schools may get some grant. This 
seems to me to be a bad policy and more money should be allotted, to cover 
grants to new schools where necessary. 

To sum up, the finances of the Province are in a very bad state and the 
fulure looks decidedly gloomy, but we must do our best to get a balanced 
budget in the near future, and we must always bear in mind His Majesty^s 
Government’s aiinonncement in this connection, as no one knows what 
the position of the Centre and the Provinces after June, 194«S will bo. 
The position of the ('eiitie as disclosed by the budget does not warraui ui 
to expect much help from that quarter. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : mm, m m, mu 

* ! JCH JiTC <rT?^ 57 1 7T7T dTrTT 

50"^ ^ C*?**^, ®rrCJR, 15*T7T 

tt w cnt w^\ m- 

7^. «rT7 m wtU? tot wr? m tti 

557 ; ^ 7TOT TTTOit:? TT-t 7T UR, ^5?$; TTto 6 •UT COT COT^ 

TTCiSt? JFTT 7TO I ^7T? TITOTC? C7 STT^SWlfTTO C7t<fTOCI7, iJT C5TTO 

1 CKT^C7 C^STT TCTCfl >3^ *TrOT7 977 *Urr*TOT^ 7T 

TO TOT TO 

nTfTOT7 TO 7<R 8RT TORT TOT7Tt«l77 5? W7 TOT? 

7C7 T’®, TOtT 5T7, bkK7 HTO fTOC p TOTOf CTOPTO [hcS TOtt <3^ 

«TO TOCf I Half nTfroiTTS C7 TOUl? TOCf « TOTO C7 W[TOT TOCf 

5ici5 C7^ CTOT TO Kmi 

75; UKTO 7 T « JPOTTRT df: TTto 6 TTTO TO CTOI TOcn 

TOc 5‘7 UCH(^ grant TO TO TO [Ht'A/TTCH UTO UTO m TUTl COT, ^ 7TCWl> 
’'t’OTC C 71CUC57 CW7TO figure HMC*7 7TO TOUT TO 7^ TO" fT^, TO 
mtwm Titl 

^ TO 7ICU5 5TO7 To tro TfTO TOCTTO TO TOCI71 5*1? TTCUCIT 

i TO? W fro? TOC?, ^ C7TO develop f?r TO 77; C5TO TOT I C7TO 
develop TOC? CTO C^ CTO? CTO fwa^f "CFfTOJ TO ?TO7, ?T? TO 

^ TO TTOTl 
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at a^ fro to- 

»rnw cnRT? « ernrnpt rc^thcw 

a<TO »ic*ii’(iaT 2w^ ^ fT^ wi f^ w to 3[ri at toIto to f? 

TOTO ?T?T «nt»1^ TO® ^Ure^TTOf ^ develop TOST ?FTTOt 

af^ SfTOl at development a? *mU5 SWTJ Wta «TO, PT TOPt TOP^ 
5TTO ^ TO TOT TO JTTI TOS affU ITO, at f^fHH 3lTPr ?nTTO SWR TOI TOTO 
PTTW TOffPR *t?TO ®TO( ^«rrpTOf c^^l? «T§«fpp^ c’ca a^ 
aP(*T JTPi prnj*rr 9 ?pri to loana? cw? c^^al? wi'tKii5< wvx 

ffTO 15^ ^ ^ ICTPy tTOTlTO TOCt^l *va?FTC?« <fTtTO W ^ TOT 6 TOTOT 
«WTO ff?, TOJT TOT JTTI STTO TOTO aPl iTTBi^ TOR 

TOTf, TO TOTTO TO^TT ^«fPTPi>? B[TOT TOTf TO 
PT*( TOR, TOR € t^TO at 5PTO TO a^F 3TO TOT tal Controlas 5i;pTOT a^ 

TOTO TO*T^ TOCIl TO ^ TO TO*^ aTO TOI^ PWll 

TOTOt TO TO, TO TOSTT «TW«fPT*^ TO TTOTOl TO Pit JRT TOT? ?? ^TO 
STTOTOC^R ?!■ PrR«t TO CTO? ?TT^ 6 i)T(’ivil Supply Department- 

a ^ ,?^TO at ^Txsrr wt^pt'I) h prrl>^ soEHf 5 tw c«(4H"r Itotti ijito cifTORT 

a^'> prrTOT? at pt aij^T^prr aSr^ ?r<TO f\f?5 ?i^r<(r5C^ to cto^ 

TOT? TO r{^ z*rm fwTO ^ PTT^r f^TOt cro-i jit i to’r at Civil 

Sup[)ly l)<'jKirtrm‘nt TOP? , at fTOJ J)c‘|Mfcrtinont TOP? ??; STTPITTO ??;ti5R ?pr 
TO TOCf. afOT"? TO C?TTO TO?T STTr^Tt Z\ ’fit Jill ZKZ TO ?? ?T5t 

TOiTRr at ?Tto a?? ?Ttpi cro jtt pr jpsItor? 'Tstcr 51 ‘?t ?[ tor ot c^to 
TO ?c? ?TC? i a TOP? a^j R»t1 ^TTcenro to ptr pi w < snt? totu cnt jit i 

PKTOa «i;-a?Jt5 to? fj^TTOW^ RT^«n1> ^r? ^iwr to tor ti^zi 2 R<ji 

3ir?TtP5 ?«8T 5Ft?l 

•r^RT PST^TT? c? ^jp^T^T ®[f?R a?N Hry^?r src^Jir? p^ JTOtstiRJin? ^'P^t^t ^rfrFJi sttct, 
PWR ®TTt? PlT?fl! PT pr?M4(? Pit C^aT? CaT^ JTPR tRTTPS ?»5t ®rrat^ ® tR’TOS 

^ JfT PR. CTO TO TO TO »T5TOT Go ffT^lT JRTOJ ?TtTO TOl at ?TtTO TO JIT 
^ fifftro Pf?r? TOl z*T^ tro, JPFT cH?TPi fm nrcR i at c? airor at siror? 
^;rT errata <t ®iTrRJT ’to ^itcw to 'art? ?t t(;;5RT?Tt^«T top? art? Jirt' 

TOn? TOTO ?TO~-at fro trocM c? m ??t ot, tot to*tt?to 

aiCTTO R1 ?B~f5R CTO TO^ ta to ?TvTO aro cro? Free Primary 
Etlucatiou aTOT a??^ ?F?T TO ?T1 TOn? at Primary Education free TOT? 
»IC*^ TOT ?T?TTO;;8Rr ^ .a«R« CTO ?? RCR?fl ?TtC?l W ?TCiR& ?;;;TO CTO 

?rR at ?lfC5l5 PR^ CR RTF TOECC aRTiS a^'TS 5RSRTC?? ClCaPT? 6 CHl?CH<i t*rTO[ 

5RT, ®IT? PR ®RT RSRTCl? f*T^ ?C*r^ ?r RT?r ?*C? C'^lCt — TOR ^TT? ?Ttl a*?T 

Imfm ?JCTO« trofro cro^ tocri ?f? OTt rt r tot? mz TOtt Jiiti 
f¥*5 «lTt*l at TO ?TO 5Tt TO trofro tost to TOl, TO ?T^TO tSRTTO «R^’ TO- 
m TO<t«i^ wfw m n^KTOc? <jr C!to a^ towt to toi jit? tot *w to? tot 
ffrorsT? TO>iff sntc? trapi? tnro? ?r;J??t tor ?tw? to a<R6 
PtR CtTC^ TO R ?Ttl TO81T? ?^T Tf ?C?Ci? TOl^T^f SOfR Rll TOR CTO TO aRR, 
CTO TO ?;*«?. TOT? TO« ?T feRR TORI *i;-5R TORI «nf? 

ftPTtflT? C^*ICR RC?T— ?R tTWCt tTOTfRT TOST TOCT? ^ provision TOW TO? 
W? TOlUff flOfR ?TO? TO a?ftt •ITW TOR TO? pTorisioii TOC? ?r CR? 
?7WTO iiTf^ CTO g n^ l 8q|f gtifg fro? ?;;? c?>*rt Siw tot TOrt toniTC? ?TO? 
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m ^ afjjT ^ tost w?rr enroll ^ c«w5r*r ^n- 

srrfHfT WiC TORT TO ^HKf, 5TOfr 

at ^ TOT? <TTO ttR 

5'*i**i*1a*5^ tnf5?r wr a^rsr ^rt, ^^?5Tt *5X^ ?? t^rsTifTO^ ’'tPR 
TO a^ ^n^sRTlw TOf fr;?! arr? ^pf;t i?ti twitro tot?. a^ff? 5^^- 

5T?^ Irrigation Department ^ Irrigation a? 5RT a^f^ 
department ?OTi: !tTt5niRC*t. '5TO ^RTOl Writers’ Buildings a fan ait 

OT ^ CSIT^ af^’TTto «fT? CTOt sehemea? ^ scheme 

?T? ^S9I 5I*tl 2?5t5 ^8^^ at Irrigation Dt'partmenl a? 

^^rnrr c^r crot f<tc*R tot tctci strus •rrfsf^ i at 

Irrigationa? 5TW ff^ fTOTO ^ W<n at f<*ICM (Irow more food 
TO a^ 5nx ^RT ^ TOir? to tor ^OTRI at “(irow moix^ food” 

scheme RTO Ct^R food grow TO tR at a^ RffHj RT?T CTOT 

BifTO? CTO 5C?i ?B8TTCTO ^ TOf. CTOC^ m TO^i mvm 

jrcsr& •ffroc^t to ^ i 5T ^ toi wm jprtrsi mm to 

CTO TOtRI c^ TO TOBT TOtFtI? TO C^ TO^I ^ ’ttOlS 

®tTc^, «ty«fc*t*^ tp?T tf’TO CTOC^r ^ <TfTOr«T TOTO TOto ®rrcin C’t 

fro C5^ ^ 5^f’c? trftrcsR CTO I ^ mm jtb; ^ wvf i m to 
a^ jrra Scit^ torti «(;;to cto? «tRR *tc<rT 5tfl*TCTOr c’ltsn'i ctor 

m tiR mn fro ^ \ fro to? mmmrjK (embankment) JtT nrm cro- 
TO cfcsr m 1 cwnR rrc^R mm tobt at ffro au <fR tor c?f 5iTt«!TO»t? cro 
Fto ^TTOR c^ ^'m j(r I TO tc?r tRt ftro cro to to ^m 

rwR4f< RiS'^f'd sf^RT [i&SrvifS vStth sphu ^c^t ^nur, ’*fRrc?9 fcrt ‘fever's 

%5rc< [HC*t I “Orow' more Fo<xi” scheme t(Tf?T C^tCV {R8t I CHt ((f95 

5l5OTr WHM CTO ^TO? ^ f'5l ^\ at^< Irrigation a*? HC^S ^tCVt 

public ■W'orksaS C^ TORT TOF TO ^^ifTOTi? TO ^TOi at SPTC*^ 

jTTfjt ttPT «mR at trto a?pt^ spr TOfiro *g!RT cro? 

X^^TO TOCRl *rf^TO ^ff^lTOT 5tC^> . ITTQTO 

®tcj 'itii *t 5 4 1 mi*’ fT^T ®nif c^H ^1*^51 mt 1 at srcRff S^snrt 

*Rr»R tRT TO 4C 8tf liTO c? TO a?Ff^ ?tTRJT TOf, C^TjT TO RTO«t 

C»fR 5tRVt?m at r5 “W?<T CTO” R «?*( stroRt ?’2t Road Board CTOF 
at ?aRPff^ mm tort TOfwi c^ tojt wm mi ^\vh to, c^ tobt? to ^ttw? 

TOT f*RR 5RT Ct MR^C gn' ft^T, 4^t«« TO«t ^ 5tTOl ftR; tTfl? C’^SffT 

?’CTO TORT?? OTt ?TRTO TOT? mH toVi IBITOT m CTO f?=f; ?RT t? JTTtl 

TOn? MsiSkI CTO c^ ?T»TO ar? toto tot to fTOC?i to c? 

^ c>Ttft(c<t ?c? r«R — c?fTc?: to?t t?^ ?to nj?* crofiroi tot? tot cto to- 

^ ^ fr^T TO CTO TO f9[ ?T 1 at ?T»TO ^I'TTOl TOT? &*?? 

^ TO ctc^ to;? 6 C>TTO 6TO nre? ^\ ?*sn?CTOl ?TOR fV (!. W. Departments 

at c? a 5 i5T?T ?t? to to, c^ (>m fro tiRnroJ? f?p ^nro to to? TOT?n cro to- 

C? ?TO TOC, CJft tT’W fro TOTt ^ ^ JtT TO f*F TORT TO 

w? ?t ^ ? t l g ?tC^ tftRT fro TOR^ •rar^ C? mi to «RRT(S to*® TOrm Repairing* 
a? TO ww fv ct^ r?ctR? 

TOn? ?lt®c^ CTO ?ni ?BTOCC»T loan wm TOT? TO "(Ri; tSfTO? 
TO tcictl TO TO ai? TO tTTO C?»n TO TO TO> at loan 
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W Cl fW «lTwi CRf*[ ant .TOlfTf, crnj loan 5mCH( 

loan JWac aTO? <tr?nr «R5^ afrai’C CT CTOl ^ ^ ^ 

loan «iRn ^ fcicf 4?! Krjwr *rto( f wi<i i aaraR officer hto 

{fm aCRR TO fro fTOCTR, ?5TTO OTT CTO CWR CTO TOR certificate TO 
TO TOCf I a? f^HH to cro c^ tot? 

certificate TO TOC? I TOl <9^ TOTO fiSTO? certificate 

TO TOCf 1 ?f?8[ ?bbi^l apTOT OTT? TO CiTC?? URT fTO 

f?W[ f?P^ (Jilt IJTTO fro? ?’«( ?r Ledgeril CTO ?’5( ^ITI TO Loan Collector 

OT ?reTO TO tro? to cto c’car c? ^ifro? tot? c? loan tot? to toci 
cn &PFT TO c?«?r ??f?i Certificate TO 5811 cn?T?r m.\ <T?; ? T i;? rc? ^ 

TOT? TO fro TOari Certificate Officer TOT?: fTOCF Ledger C?Ct(^ certificate issue 
TO froCf?! ?f?ff ?«tl fTO? TO?r CWT? TO cron?! a? C? loan TOT? TOT? 
TOT TOC?, TO ?T?T 15TC?? fT^T TO TO 3RT TO TO ?T I 

TO t9?fl> TO ?TO FT? Agricultural Income-tax TOT? snTO*Tl ?TXTO TOl 
TO ?t?a TO*tC?? Sn? income-tax TOf « TO? ??CCf TOT? — ?TTO5Tl 5T?1c?? ®n? 

TOt?® <9?^ (9^ iT^Ttn TOTTO fTiJT TO TO TO ?Tl ?«R CKtfT TO CTO 

CTOR 15*r? TOe apTCTO to?, c^ ortro fro ^to ??c? toot c? to;;’? cto??? St? tax 
??T CTO TO? I5T? ?Cart> inoomo TO?l TOf? ®(fTO ?C?? tax assess TO* ?’5T — 
TO Sn? C?TfS*T C?«?T ??l <9^ C? ?f?a f?af TO?? CTOTTe TO-?TC?? TOT- 

??C5? fTOR ?Tt ?T ?rC? ?Tl TO TO C? TO?? P f?n?, TO C?^ ^- 

ciml ?T^ TO r?S ?TO TO? ?n ^to? ?r? i5 TO? tot to c?ct^ 

t?5tT?l f4*^ C?C“t ?T?TO ?C?Ct, C? f??C? <9?^^ fp’TO ??n?l Income-taxA? 

5??cai ?'cs c?cn( c?T^ cw TO*f TO Sf’?’? CHI# I? ??Ttc‘iF ?;;? f?D5?: ar? ??t??'m tt 

W ?C? ?r?l CTWTC? ??a CTOtr <9C^ C??T CT!T tax <T?f ?^? ?15 TOTt^ TO? 
?Ttl Tax TOT" TOy CTO ?? ?Tt fy^ aCTO? ?TO '9? f?g T C? TO? sot? ??; gisr 

f7«5 ?'C^I m tax CTOf ?T1JT CT? CTC?, TOT? ??i5 TO? ?TC? C?Tt>>r issue 

TO ?C?C?1 ^^TOC? C? TOC^ f??TlT5? TO ??. C?Sr TO? tax C^IC^ C?Ttl 

agricultural tax TOT aTO?? "TaTO <^afl> CTO f??fTTOT TO ?:*?, >9TO ?TO 

?Hlff ?? ?TI TO? TOT Tot ??rt??r*T? a f??C? f?C??®TC< frar to?? a?t agricultural 

income-tax ?f? properly TOT? TO^ ?? TOTO f?WC? ?TTO TO3T a? ?f?5 f???? 
f?TOI «9?f?«TC? f??fTfTO5 ?T ?? TO? ST^nTO ^’?C??1 

^TST ?Tt?T C?C*r? Sa? ait C? ?[TI?? b?C? C? ?I?TC? aCTO?* croc?? ?? ?8TT5TOT? ^t? ?c? 

Sc^tt 1 at TO? STTfai? caw ?it% c? acroc?- ?c? w? a?t>T ?? S^w? arc?, w? a?^ ?? 
f??nfi55 ?c?i c?w ?r? TO? TOW? «TfTO??T a^??? a?" a?l>r aawj to? ?T?a to 
TO? i m c?w?TO «(?T w? TOi^ TO’wcfi afcf??a tow f?aR afa5 wri ?f? 
?Ttw arotWr TOT a(TOc? ?ttoj towctj wc?r aw a^ror? ?f? ?t^ toj wc^ — ? f?5 aro 
Sa? ara? a cai?a ?^fa wcw, TO?ca ?rvW? cww c? ^ ay? w?c? aww ?Kai? 9W* 
affe? awa? f?f? ?tc?tS Swa? W’c? f?T?Tcw cat?? c?t? toc??, fisf? c?? to aW^ cro? c?ca? \ 
TO TOt ??TO ?c?c? al TO?-w?T? af?wr? TOi aw f??caaTOC? ?Ttw? ?tc«S aai? to 
?T^ w? ^ TOCfT? Mz Um ??t— wf? al TO ?ca tot? to? a?a to?ti 

lifi BiSWANATH ROYs President, Sir, wkile considering the, 
bud^t proposals put forth in this House by the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister I cannot help (loiuting out that this budget has been made out as 
if by a bureaucratic Government and not by a popular Ministry. The 
budget placed ^fore us this year is also a deficit one. The Finance Minister 
admits that this is the ^ consecutive deficit budget of this Province, and 
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for the deficit he throws the responsibility on the shoulders of the Central 
Govemiwnt and demands a subsidy to meet the deficit. .At the same time 
he does not hesitate to introduce new items of expenditure though the time 
is abnormal, and the situation in the country both economically and poli- 
tically is very unsteady. The hidden sources of income have not been 
properly tapped and a number of items of expenditure could have been well 
done away with under healthier circumstances. I admit that while con- 
sidering the budget proposals I have to keep all these factors in view but 
can we not on this side of the House expect a greater imagination, a 
healthier outlook and a broader and more liberal view-point on the part of 
the Ministry in framing out the budget ‘r* In no circumstances we are 
prepared to receive the budget proposals from a popular Ministry that do 
not hel]) TO ameliorate the distress of the people of the JVoviuce at large. 
Where is that insight that is legitimately expected of popular Ministiy 
to find out the real needs of the ])eopley Where is tlie imagination by 
which the untapped resources of the Province could be exploited to yield 
better revenues? And where is the sympathetic outlook to equitably distri- 
bute the funds on the items of expenditure that w^ere to ho incurred for ilie 
general prosperity of the Province? In my consideration sufiicient funds 
should have been provided for better agriculture. How we wish that much 
larger sums had been allotted for exploring improved methods of cultivation 
and for providing cultivators wdth better equijmients. Improvement of the 
soil was also an important item to have l>een considered. Unfortunately 
the (iovernment does not find the money for these items of 
cxpfMiditure. We find that instead of engaging itself to the larger interests 
of the ])eople the Ministry is very much preoccupied wdth party politics 
ending upheavels that are often suicidal. IJpheavels create unnatural con- 
ditions to meet which the Ministry has hao to provide big sums. How 
we wish that these sums of money could be utilisea in w'ays that might lead 
to a substantial benefit of the people. We have been told that Bengal was 
made a major base for the operations in the Far Eastern theatre of the last 
war and consequently she had to bear the brunt of all the evil legacies that 

are often left behinil by war and that in spite of the deficit the Ministry 

had had to provide a very large sum for relief and rehabilitation. This is 

not an occasion to apportion blame betw'een a group of individuals or 

hetween this ])arty and that as to the re8j)onsibility for treating these con- 
ditions. The conditions are there and they have to he met witli. But the 
()hvernment by its omissions and commissions has given undue indulgence 
(o these communal di.stiir])ance8 in the Province. I consider that the Ministry 
was competent enough to see that such conditions should never happen 
as to prevent the waste of such n hu^e sum of money on the items of relief 
and rehabilitation. The administration has to be carried on without any 
bias and tlie administrator should lie immune all sectarian and communal 
considerations. But unfortunately in this budget we find that ample con- 
sideration has been given for a particular community in the different items 
of expenditure neglecting the interests of the people in general. The Gov- 
ernment is virtually rim on a communal basis us judg^ by the benefits of 
the Government wliich accrue, mostly to one community. Even in educa^ 
tion which is the pivot of culture not only liberal discrimina tin ^ grants 
are made exclusively to the Muslim institutions w'hich in particular ca.ses 
may be justified as a special measure to level up their standards but policy 
is being pressed even to the extent of meeting fancied communal demands. 
Again, in Trade and Industry a clear tendency is at work for discrimina- 
tory and preferential allocations of licences and permits without any heed 
to the consequences that such a method, if systematically applied on the 
plea of fixing ah equitable ratio, will generate by itself operating as a divid- 
ing force. At pre.seut the only sphere where there seems to be no idea of 
separation is the sjihere of raising the revenues, but when it comes to 
ex{>enditure, the communal principle holds its sway. Sir, in administrative 
postings and promotions also the ratio principle is applied with vengeance. 
We have a notion that for better yields of revenue we have no expert's 
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knowledge but it is a false <Ty. The Finance Minister invi‘‘‘‘' expert 
from overseas t«. advise him how to explore avenues to make the tmancial 
jjOHitioB of tho Province welf-nupporting. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, no. I never said any such 
thing. Y'ou liave got hold of the wrong end of the stick. 

-Mr. BI8WANATH ROY; 1 am sorry. The Finance Department has 
lather seiit out an olticer for the pun^ose. Surely an e>pert s knowledge 
can be obtained in this ven' country if too much empliasis is not placed on 
the communal question. There are instances wdiere we find that it no 
qualified Muslim in Bengal is available for a eertain post earmaiked lor 
Muslims, a Muslim has to he imported from outside and given the post to 
the exclusion of the children of the soil belonging to any otlier community. 
Having these points in view I can only say that the budget proposals have 
been worked out without looking into the fundamental needs of the people 
ol the Province and it does not redound to the credit of the Mmistr\ winch 
is at present ruling the Province in a ruthlessly autocratic way. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY: Mr. Presidenr, 
Sir, I congratulate the Ilon’hle Finance Minister on jiresenting the budget 
for 11)47-48 at a time wlien the country is passing through a great crisis 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chowdhury, please speak up, or it would be 
better if you go U) the microphone. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY: All right, 

At a time when the country is passing through a great crisis due to 
scarcity of foodstuffs, communal feeling and communal trouble all> ^^jy^r 
Bengal. je 

T also think him most cordially for making provision of lU. Ifem, 
for increasing the salaries of the ]>rimary school teachers in the 
budget, for making provision of Its. 10 lakhs for the Muslim lMv\catioi 
Fund and also for making other necessary provisions in coimeetit^ 
education of Muslims of Bengal who are still much backward 

But at the same time I must say that the provision of Its. {( 

iniTcasing the salaries of the poor and most ill-paid primary ‘^fdiooin^, 
is ouite ail inadequate amount. They belong to the most iuijiortaiu^^^ 
building department under which our boys and girls are taught. . Mai 
Quaide Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnahs, laaquat Ali Khans, Gandhis, NeP^Wj 
and Mr. Mohammed Ali (the Hon’ble Fiiialice Minister here) will be bo* 
among these hoys and girls. And this is the only department in which they 
will have to form their character, will have to acquire a burning desire for 
independence and will nave to learn how to sacrifice their lives for the sake 
of the community and the country. But unfortunately this department has 
all along been neglected. The increased provision of only Rs. 18^ lakhs is 
too inadei]uate to meet the requirem'ents of the primary school teachers at a 
time wiven the price of all necessaries of life are much higher than liefore. 
Moreover, the primary school teachers have announced the date of a general 
strike from April next. This will no doubt hamper the progress of educa- 
tion of our children to a great extent. This the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
ought to have pondered over long before. However let me hojye that the 
Cabinet will try to avert this serious situation by making adequate provi- 
sion (in tlie supplementary budget) in order to meet the demands of Ihe 
teachers. Their claim is just and fair. 

This is the ninth deficit budg^ of the Bengal Government. The Gov- 
ernment is sure to run into bankruptcy if certain ways and means are not 
devised to put the provincial budget on a more stable basis. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister seems to admit this and assures us to try his level best 
for an equitable financial settlement between the Centre and the Province. 
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I must condemn, with all the emphasis that I can command, unj 
sort new taxation upon the already overtaxed people of Bengal. Centra! 
Goveninient should be urged upon to give this Province its Full quota vl 
duty on jute and also Jmr legal share from other taxes such as income-tax, 
customs duty, etc. 

of more than Its, bi crores has been ina^le in the next year’s 
budget for the Civil Supplies Department in which corruption prevails from 
top to bottom. Even the ofiieers. however highly placed may be, they do 
not think it a «‘rinie to take bribe and thus are doing mischief to the people 
in general. This is a tact whether they admit it i>r not. This is the public 
money by which they j)ass their time in the midst of gieul pleasure and 
amusement. There was a lot of criticism in regard to this Department 
in the pa^t, ^ But the lion bl(‘ Ministers have turned a deaf ear to ail these 
criticisms. They seem to think that they have done their duty after allo- 
cation of funds to the different heads and forget their duty to have striiT 
eye upon tlie staff of the department most of whom belong to tlie other com- 
munity. My appeal to the Hon’hle Minister and the Ministry is to have 
strict watch upon tlie Department. If they cannot, they may abolish it 
altogether. They Inne no justification, Sir, to maintain a Department 
which they cannot control. 

Under the head “Famine*^ the Government have spent one core and eighty 
lakhs as relief to the refugees. This is undoubtedly very good. Hut whiit 
strikes me most in this connection is the waste of money for the purchase 
ol unnecessary foodstuff’ like dehydrated vegetables. It is not even 
possible for many very well-to-do and rich people to use this sort of 
foodstuff. It will not be out of place to mention here tliat the Govern- 
ment officers, presidents of the union boards and the secretaries of the Union 
hood Uonimittees had the privilege to use these foodstuff. This is no doubt 
due to tlie negligence or connivance of the higher officers most of whom 
belong to the other community. Is it not the duty of the Hon’ble Minister 
to keep an eye upon this corruption and ill-practice, rampant in all the 
•lepartnients under the Muslim League Ministry of which we ourselves aie 
so proud . 

Under the bend Police, tliere is an increase of about 117 lakhs in the 
revised budget. Out of this amount Rs. 8 lakhs were s|>€nf, the Hon 'hie 
Minister stated, to strengthen the Police force both in Calcutta and outside, 

additional snb-insjiectors liave been appointed in the Calcutta Police, 
1178 sul)-in.s [lectors and 70 assistant sub-inspectors have been appointed in 
the Bengal Police. But the Hon’ble Minister is (piite silent whether the 
f ommunal Ratio Rules has been maintained or not in this appointment. 

I do not know the percentage of the Muslims in this Department hut I do 
not think that it will exceed 20 per cent. The following list will show the 
penentage of the Muslims in the Calcutta Police: — 



Muslim. 

Non-Muslim. 

Total 

Commissioner of Ihdice 

• 

0 

1 

1 

Deputy ('ouimissioners 

3 

10 

13 

Assistant (.Commissioners 

3 

14 

17 

Inspectors 

17 

74 

91 

Sub-Inspectors 

67 

130 

197 

Assistant Sub-Tnsjiectors 

61 

207 

268 

. 

151 

436 

587 


Thus the total numlH‘r of Muslims in the Calcutta Police is lol and non- 
Muslims 436 out of the total number of 587, This is not the only 
injustice done to the Muslims but also in the matter of promotion. Muslims 
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holding service for fifteen years have been surpassed by the non-Muslims 
holding service for four years only. It is a great misfortune for the Muslims 
of Bengal under the Muslim I>eague Ministry, that only 20 per cent, of them 
had the privilege of promotion whereas 80 per cent, of the non-Muslims 
had the proud privilege of being promoted even sometimes superceding the 
most just and right claims of Muslims holding service for fifteen years. 
The proportion of the Muslims in the Bengal Police must be the same. The 
lesult is that the people of Noakhali and Tippera are living in the reign 
ot terror for the last few months due to oppression of the police upon the 
Muslims. 

There can be no denying of the fact that some rowdy elements among 
the Muslims have committed oppression upon the Hindus by setting fire to 
some homes and also by lofding their proiMirties. The number of Hindu 
]>omes in the Furidganj police-station is 1,850, out of which 208 Hindu 
homes were fully and partly burnt. 1 cannot give you the correct number 
of houses looted by the ()oonda$. But it was true that most of the Hindus 
posted signboards before their houses saying that they had embraced Islam 
and thus escaped from looting. Moreover they removed their valuables just 
on the sight of the fire breaking out in the Raipura police-station in the 
district of Noakhali. In the Faridganj police-station the number of Hindus 
killed is 20 and in the Chandpur police-station is a bit more. 

But just after the riot was over the Mussalmans as a whole became much 
frightened and 1 myself also held several meetings of both the Muslims and 
the Hindus. In all the meetings the Muslims promised by show of their 
hands that they would maintain peace and order in future and help the 
Hindus to the best of their ability. Hindus also assured that they would 
not leave their homes. But afterwards at the instigation of the Hindu 
volunteers from outside the subdivision and even the i)rovince most of .he 
Hitulus whose houses were neither burnt nor looted left their homes and 
took shelter in the refugees’ camp either at Faridganj or at Chandpur. 
Some of them had gone to Agartola, ('oinilla and Akhaura also. In the 
refugees’ camp they had their doles and clothes free from the Government, 
giving of free ration and clothes also attrac'teil some of tliem to take shelter 
in the refugees’ camp. 

Now let me turn to my j)oint8 that after the riot was oyer Mussalmans 
were hiding themselves in the jungles and other places where they considered 
themselves safe. The armed police force is still ruling the district < f 
Tippera and Noakhali. 

Out of thousands of mo.st brutal police oppression only a few are pub- 
lished in tlie paper. Taking the advantage of absence of the male-mem liers 
the police even do not hesitate for a moment to commit brutal oppression 
niton the Muslim women. Due to this oppression al)out 800 females of 
Haimcliar have come to Chandpur, where the Goveriiinent give them free 
rati(m. 

K\en an infant of one month and seventeen days old was trampled under 
feet and killed by tlie jxilice when they were searching the house of 
Fouzdar Khun in Paikpara union with some local Hindus 

First Information Report also has been lodged against the Muslims who 
helped them during the riot. The mdioe are also arresting the people indis- 
eriminately without making any (listinction between the guilty and the 
innocent. The police assault them mercilessly and after extorting money 
from the innocent allow them to go. Hundreds of pages will require if I 
am to state all the rases of jKilice oppression in full. So I must again say 
tl»at the people of Tipjiera and Jfeukhali are now living in the reign of 
terror as if the British Govenmitpiit have quitted India before June, 1948. 

We went on a deputation to the Divisional Commissioner of ('hittagong 
and also to* the Hon’ble the Chief Minister at Chandpur. Both of them 
promised to put e stop to tins ^lolice oppression but to no effect. 
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We alfto went on a deputation to the Hon'ble diief Minister op the lOt 
Febmary last. Thanksj he gave as a patient hearing but the result is a 
before. 

I beg to draw the kind attention of the Hon^ble the Chief Miniate 
again to the police oppression upon the Muslims of Tippera and Noakha 
at a time when the soil will have to be prepared for cultivation. But th 
lieople do not dare to come in the held for fear of indiscriminate assault an 
arrest. As a result the vast paddy field will remain fallow and a greate 
famine than that of 11H3 is apprehended at a time when the country i 
passing through a greater food crisis. And it will not at all be possibl 
for the Government to cope with the situation wlypn lakhs of people wil 
have to perish. The Government will be held fully responsible for this am 
any sort of explanation to convenience the jieople by sweet words will b 
of no Use. 

The course, Sir, the present (’ahinet is pursuing now is far fiH)m satis 
factory and thiue is a possibility of the Muslim League bi'ing unpopular i 
the Cabinet sticks to this course. 

Though the Muslim TiOague was founded in Bengal :n liKKi, actually 1 
v«us founded :ihout fourteen hundred years back by our most resjiecte 
propliet who i.s the onlv and the real leader of the Muslim liCague. Ou 
present leader of Bengal will also have to follow him in every aspect of hi 
•ife and will have to guide the Muslims of Bengal to tlie tiue sense of iId 
term which Islam means. When our leader and we ourselves can folio's 
our most beloved and most resjiected prophet fullv tlien and then only wi 
can achieve Pakistan. The literal meaning of Pakistan is the land of hob 
['huv. Sc for tlie achievement of Pakistan we require to he holy. W< 
shall have to revive our faith among the Muslims, Ilindus, Christians am 
Buddhists by our philanthropic deeds and not by high sounding H|>eecbo 
and this ivS^ the suggestion of Quaide Azam also to revive the faith of tin 
Hindus. You will have h) prove by your actions which you speak. W< 
apjiealed to the Ifon’hle (]hief Minister to give one Muslim and one non- 
Muslim officer to enquire into the cases filed by the Muslims of Tipperi 
district against the police and the Hindus. But unfortunately for th( 
Muslims one non-Muslim officer has been pla<'ed in ( barge of making enquiry 
Sc there has been widespread discontent among the Mussalmans of the sale 
diMii( i for not placing one Muslim officjer in charge of tlui enquiry along 
witJi the non-Muslim officer. They think that they cannot exjiect ar 
JjM|Kirtial enquiry at the hands of a non-Muslim official. So my appeal tc 
the llnn'hle Chief Minister again is to put one Muslim official also in charge 
of the enquiry. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. President, Sir, it is rather late in the 
day fliat 1 rise to discuss the budget e.stiraates for HH7-48 presented by the 
Hon ble the Finance Minister before this House. Naturally, Sir, I rausi 
have been anticipated by most of tjie speakers in both Houses of the Legis- 
lature. Mine should, therefore, l>e more or Jess a rehash of the argumentt 
already advanced ami a rejietition of the same train of reasoning. Never- 
theless, Sir, I have the advantage before me of the estimates of receipts ami 
expenditure of the various Provinces as also of the Centre during the last 
2/3 weeks. While United Provinces has a small deficit of only 40 lakhs, 
Bihar of 37 or 38 lakhs, Orissa of a little over a crore of rupees and wdiile 
(Vntral Provinces, Madras and Bombay show’ a surplus, though very small, 
Bengal alone is burdened with n huge deficit of 13^ crores (luring the current 
year and fi crores for the next year lfH7-48, making allowance for the fact 
that we hav(» yet got to meet an additional demanJ of another 6 (irores of 
rupees if revision of scales of pay were to be given effect to. In that case 
the deficit for the year 1947-48 will amount to 12 crores of rupees. Sir, let 
me not he misunderstood. My approach to the position will lie friendly 
and consti’uctive rather than destructive. Opposition for the sake of oppo- 
sition, criticism for the sake of criticism has been the melancholy burthen 
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oi many a 8j)eech in both Houses of the Lemslat^e. But, Sir, even while 
in the Oijposition I did not withhold my admiration for the bold step that 
the Government of Bengal took in releasing the political prisoners in res- 
ponse to the spirit of the times. It is in that spirit that I shall again 
approach the problem to-day. Far be it from me that I should in any why 
east any asfjcrsions or reflec tions on the Finance Minister or on any other 
minister or ininiMters. Perhaps in their position we might have suffered 
from the same disabilities, the same limitations and shorteomiugs that they 
are suffering from. So I would fhclge them by a broad outlook, by a 
Jibc*ral standard. We are concerned not so much with individual ministers 
as with tlie jjolicy that guidcjs the machinery of the administration, »he 
olijective that niotivutes the inner workings of the Government of Bengal. 
Sir, Budgets are always to he viewed as a w’hole, never to be examined 
piecemeal and that will av(>id unfair and unjust criticism and the character 
of the administration is always to he determined by its output, by its j)ro- 
visiori for rural relief, its provision under different lieads of Nation Build- 
ing Departments like Agriculture, Education, Public Health, Medical, etc-, 
by its supreme efforts for socio-economic reconstruction of the Province, by 
its attempt to raise tlie standard of life of the people in every possible way, 
by tlu* facilities if provides for educ ational expansion of .he Province of all 
castes and coinmunitic^s including the Scheduled Castes as also of the other 
progressive comiuunitic‘s that live in this land, by its attempts not to tighten 
out to lighten the burden of taxation upon the poorer people in this Pro- 
vince, and not, ctertainly, by an attempt in a haphazard manner somehow 
to balance the debit and the credit sides of the budget; leaving a yawning 
deficit which creates an impression in the public mine! of the financial rake’s 
mud gamble with the resources of the Province. 

Sir, 1 will now begin wdth the salutary provisions that have been made 
under the head “Education”, in connection with which much had blood has 
already bc*en created both in this House and outside. Tliere is a cry that 
the Government of Bengal have made sufficient provisions for Muslim 
education amounting to only ten lakhs out of the budgeted figure of 53 
(Tores of rupes provided for exfienditure during 1947-48. Is that a suffi- 
cient provision, Sir, for Muslim educ’ation? There has been a ])ersistent 
demand, a persistent cry from all ciuarters, especially from Muslim youths 
and students of Bengal for a Muslim Pniversity and that for the largest 
Muslim population in the whole world. Sir, a University tor Muslim youtlis 
is urgently r(*<|uir<Hl if not for anything else but at least to foster tlie growth 
of the eternal values of things, those verities of Islam, those magnificent 
traditions of the Islamic culture and civilisation which are a significant oon- 
triliution to the cultural heritage of manknd. Sir, we have been urging 
tlie Government to make some provision for a Muslim University in Bengal, 
but hitherto the Government of Bengal have deliberately disregarded the 
voice' of millions of Mussulmans, and I want them to take note of the volume 
and intensity of the feeling in the Province. 

1 shall now refer to the provision under Education. In the revised 
estimate's of the cuirreut year there have been provisions i)f Rs. 4,32,000 as 
contribution to tlie Muslim Education Fund, Rs. 50,000 for the opening of 
hosteds for Muslim students in Calcutta. Rs, 29,0(K) for admission of a large 
numlKT of Muslim students in the Presidency and the Tslamia Colleges, all 
told Rs. 5,11,000. And in the budget for 1947-48 there is an additional 
grant for increased contribution to tne Muslim Education Fund tc) the tune 
of Rs, 5. <12, 000, an additional provision of Rs. 2,18,000 for Muslim bostelws 
in Calcutta, and increased allotment of Rs. 1,80,000 for old scheme 
Madrassahs and Furkania Madraasa and increased expenditure in England 
for training of teachers and studants abroad of Rs. 5,72,000, grant to the 
Buddhist Education Fund of Rss* 10,000 and additional grant to the 
Scheduled Caste Education Fund of Rs. 5 lakhs. In the development pro- 
gramme we find that there is a provision for increase in the salaries of the 
existing primary school teachers to the extent of 35 lakhs in the revised 
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for 1946-47 and 54 lakhs in the budgfet' for 1917-48. For 
encottffgemeat of post-graduate research 10 lakhs was provided in the last 
yearns bud^t, but unfortunately that figure does not appear either in the 
revis^ estimates for 1946-47 or in the budget estimates for 1947-48. But 
there has been accumulation of unspent balance in the District Primary 
E<lucation Fund which has l>een provided for in the budget for 1947-48. In 
Bombay for primary education alone 173 lakhs was provided in 1945-46 
and in *1946-47 Es. ti, 39, 00, 000; and in UM7-48 3 crores and 79 lakhs. Sir, 
tliat is the regard that is paid to primary education in one of the neighbour- 
ing Provinces in India, whereas in Bengal only 10 lakhs has been provided 
for primary education, a magnificent contribution indeed lor the develop- 
mcnl of j^rimary education in this Province. The uuestioii may be asktHl 
as to how to secure additional amounts for the development projects. We 
all expected that the Government of India would come to our rescue. The 
I’inance Minister has liimself revealed in the budget that he exiiects a sub- 
vention of 69 crores from the post-war reconstruction fund tliut may finance 
the development schemes during the next few years. But the desperate 
financial }»osition of the Government of India raises no hope in our drooping 
minds and itnue s(» because we are passing through a transition period; a 
great uncertainty liaiigs over the whole situation and we cannot clearly 
einisige tlie j>osition of Bengal the (Vntral (fovernmeut during 

flu* next 14 months God alone knows what would happen to Bengal and 
nhat fate awaits us in tin* near future. Frankly s])euking, I have been very 
imicii alarmed after H.M.It.’s recc'iit declaration. Already there lias been 
a commotion, a crisis and unb'ss the differences between the two major 
communities arc reconciled we do not know if we will not head towards a 
t?(*mend<.)us crash. 

Now 1 (‘ome to Agi u ultuK*, one of the other iiation-lmilding di‘p»irt- 
meiit'', ioj which a sum <d 2 crores .Sft lakhs has b(*en jirovided and om* crore 
L' Jaklis and odds ha\e been provided under the Grow -.More- hood scheiim 
alone. Sir, (irow -More-hood has h(‘en the cry since the la ginning of times. 
But, Sir, aliat lia\e we grown so fari" Have we grown food or 
thistles and thorns I" Ila\(* we grown more foody Have we done anything 
Uj im|)ro\(‘ (he position td foody Have we improved agriculture y Have* 
ac imj»ro\ed the lot ol the poor agriculturists y In the* Agriculture 
l>«‘jiarlmenl tlie major portion ot the grant i.s consuim*d b\ tlie adtninislra- 
lion, the major |K»rtion ot the mone_\ i.s u.sed for tlu* salaries ot the staff. 
Is that the way of improving the lot of agricult uri.sts y If tlu^ Punjah could 
l»e converted into jiaradise, if Sind could be con\ert«‘d into juinwlise, I do 
not si»c any reason wliy Bengal should not he able to do so in view of the c.o't 
that tlu* present Ministry has at least one vith a creuti\e talent — at least 
one of the ablest Ministers in tiie Province — Mr. Salieed Siihruwardy — I do 
not s(*(. any reu.son wb> there should not be an well-planned H(‘heino which 
< ciuld be of benefit to the agriculturists of the ]^-ovince. Let us not be any 
longer under delusion. We refu.se to believe that all facilities have been 
provided for the improvement of agriculture of the Province. Bengal has 
in recent times jjassed through one of the most disastrous crises that any 
country in the workl has faced and the jjeople of Bengal have been the worst 
sufferers. What about the high cost of living y Have we done anything 
to bring down the prices of all commodities y Prices of essential (commodi- 
ties have ri.sen at least 4 or 5 times, and they are still shooting uj>. Ilave 
\ou done anything to reduce the price.sy T« Ihut the way to run the adminis- 
tration of the Province y 

Then, Sir, I come to the grants under different hewls and I would take 
a few of them for the ourj^se of comment. In the Development Programme, 
under the head ‘^MedicaV’ a sum of Es. 170 lakha has i>een provided in 
the revised estimates and E«. 170 lakhs for the year 1947-48 for increase in 
the numW of hospital beds and provision of new beds in rural areas. That 
is a very salutorj* provision and it will lie of real benefit to the people, 
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E». 1,83,000 has been provided in the revised estimates for the current year 
and Rs. 2,68,000 in the budget for 1947-48 for the improvement of the 
Indian Mental Hospital at Kanchi. 

In the Public Health Department I will quote 2 or 3 items. For rural 
water-supply a sum of Rs. 2, 00, 000 has been provided in the current year 
and Iis.‘i,50,000 in the budget for 1947-48. These are all salutory provi- 
sions. Again for anti-tuberculosis scheme Rs. 17,000 has been provided. 

provision has, however, been made for kala-azar investigation. Rs. 10 
lakhs has been provided for free distribution of quinine in the revised esti- 
mates for the current year and Rs. 10 lakhs in L947-48. For inapacrine 
tablets Rs. 40 lakhs has been provided in 1946-47 and Rs. 15,00,000 in the 
budget for 1947-48 for sale to the public and Rs. 10 lakhs for free distri- 
bution lias been provided both in the revised estimate and the Imdget for 
1947-48. In the Development programme for rural water-supply scheme 
Rs. 45 lakhs has been provided b)th in the revised for 1946-47 and in the 
budget for 1947-48. For the control of malaria only Rs. 96,000 has been 
provided in the budget for 1947-48, but Rs. in the revised estimates 

for the current year and Rs. 2,68, (MK) in the budget for 1947-48 lias been 
jirovided for malaria control in the fringe area of the salt lake. These are 
ail sound provisions for rural uplift. All these grants have been made for 
eradication of malaria and for this, Sir, I cannot withhold my apjireciatioo 
of and admiration for the Finance Minister. 

Now, Sir, coming t(» the grants under the head Police I am .simply 
staggered. 1 am staggered t(> tind that the Police administration has taken 
away more than four (!rorcH of rupees. More tlian four crores of rupees nas 
been (onsumed by the Police Department alone. Well, Sir, we saw tha 
activities of the Police Department during the last riots. For 86 hours 
the entire city of Calcutta was left to the hooligans. The potiie could not 
rise to the height of the occasion — rise to the gravit\ ol the situation, and 
on account of their inactivity and inetiiciency so many innocent lives were 
lost. So the increase under the head of l\)lice Department is absoluleiv 
unjustified. Unless a better and a more healthy atniosj)here is created in 
the Police Department there is no justification tor any increase under this 
head, I need not say anything more about it and T now come to one of 
the most distressing points in the budget. I am deeply distressed at the 
yawning deficits that threaten to hurry Bengal to her doom. From 1943 
to 1947 is not a far cry and >et within this incredibly short space ot time 
Bengal has been landed into a disaster which has hail its effects on the 
finances of the Province. I will show by figures that while the revenue 
receipts have gone on increasing from Rs. 13 crores and odds in 1937-38 to 
Re. 47 crores in 1047-48, the expenditure has also increased to a colossal 
figure of Rs. 52 crores. While Bombay in spite of the riots of a chronic 
character could show a surplus in 1946-47 and m 1947-48, in spite of ita 
close proximity to war wme, Assam could show a surplus, in spite of the 
acute shortage and food crisis Madras could show a surplus, Bengal alone 
has a huge deficit. There are deficits in other Provinces, but the deficits 
there amount to only a few lakhs. And why this huge deficit in Bengal? 
The reason is not far too seek. All this deficit, all these losses can be 
traced back to the Civil Supplies Department. The whole machinery in the 
Civil Sunplies Department has been rotten and gangreened to tne core 
during these 3 or 4 long years. The total capital outlay on the transac- 
tions of food was placed at Rs. 76 crores during 1943-44 and the lo.ss was 
estimated at-Rs. oi crores. The total capital outlay in 1944-45 was 
Es. 81 crores out of wbich a loss of Rs. 5 crores was anticipated on procure- 
ment operations. The actual loas incurred on procurement operations was 
Rs. 3,^,77,000 in 1943-44, Rs. 13,62,06,000 in 1944-45, Rs. 2,25,20,000 
in 1945-^, Rs. 2,45,26,000 in tbe revised for 1946-47 and Rs. 1,51,00,000 
in 1947-48. Then under Boat Construction the loss is Rs. 17,^,000 in 
1945-46 and Rs. 1,56,14,000 as has been shown in tbe budget for 1946-47 
but wbiob has since been reduced to Rs. 29,76,000 in tbe revised estimates 
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attd Ki* 1,26,56,000 in 10i7-48. Tliese are oolosaal figures indicating 
colossid brains and schemes that operate behind the scene. Sir, the Legis- 
lature was kept in the dark about these operations. They say* there were 
no storage facilities but actually there were any number of storing agents 
all over. the country, any number of experts in boat construction available, 
hut these people could not be utilised for reasons best known to the people 
at large! Mr. Hamidul Hucj Chowdhury rightly pointed out the other day 
that all the businessmen in Bengal thrived during these years, but only the 
Government of Bengal sustained heavy losses. And all these happened 
behind the scene. Sir, I stagger to think that these losses w'ere not even 
properly accounted for. I do not like to rake up those unpleasant things 
ol the past which happened from year to year. They 'thoroughly exposed 
the hollowness of tlie jjretensions put forward by the i>erson8 responaible 
for the administration of the Province. Sir, the Woodhead t\)mmis8ion 
has shown who were responsible for the miseries of the people in l{14d. 1 

am sorry for the Finance Minister and I sympathise with him in Jiis mis- 
fortune. He has been suffering from an unfortunate legacy of the ])ast. 
He pleads for the revision of Nienieyer’s Award. All responsible sections 
of this House and outside will co-opcrute with him in his demand for better 
allocation for Bengal, 1 have no grudge or grievance against liim. Unfor- 
tunately, he has inherited a legacy and even now lup has to suffer on account 
of that legacy. 

These losses, as has already been pointed out by other speakers, were never 
u(‘counted for. Perhaps the stocks were never verified and checked and 
nobody took any interest in the matter. And the contributory factors like 
“damaged stocks'", “loss in transit", etc., etc., were responsible fv)r 
further lo.sses. They went on expanding and expanding and at last mounted 
up to a colossal figure and all these are connected with the administration 
of the Civil Supj)lies Department. (Mr. Hakidas Majcmdak: The loss was 
iiicurn’d perhaps to develo]) the l)ank balance of soim* people.) I shall not 
(Hst any reflection ujKm any person. I do not claim any perfection myself; 
( ieser’s wife is above suspicion. This Ministry is at the helm of affairs 
in this Province on the verdict of the electorate. 1 look to them for guid- 
ance and insi)iration in this darkest hour that fJengal is juissing through, 
(f raver res[u)iisibilities will rest upon their shoulders to-morrow. It may 
be that the Bengal Governincnt will acejuire more powers with the passage 
of time. They may continue, but they can .justify themselves only by their 
achievements, hy their record, by tlieir contribution, pfrsitive and significant, 
to the political, the social, the eoonomie, the cultural and the educational 
reconstruction of the Province. T deeply appreciated the observations of 
the Leader of the Opposition the other day while he was discussing the 
subject of a Muslim University in Bengal. He w'ould have more and more 
facilities, would have more and more provision for Muslim education. That 
is the spirit that must actuate the leaners of Bengal. That is the spirit that 
is actuating the Hon’ble Mr. Saheed Suhrawardy at the present moment. 
It is in that spirit that the Ministers are vying with one another at the 
present moment and pleading for a greater Bengal, for a resettlement of 
the conflicting intertfsts, for a reconciliation of the divergent claims. They 
plead for a coalition today in the year of grace 1947. Coalition in the vear 
of liord 1941 was a reality. Today again they are talking of a Coalition, 
^ir, w^e have ever pleaded for a better understanding, better relations 
between the different communities, for a greater Bengal, a wealthier 
Bengal, a richer Bengal, a cleaner Bengal, a more prosperous Bengal 
which would adequately represent all the communities, would thus 
lead to the political, cultural, social and moral evolution of this 
Province. In this darkest hour of India’s history we look to the three 
great personalities of Modem India. Md. Ali .Tinnah, Mahatma Gandhi and 
Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru, to save the crisis of India. They alone can 
deliver the goods. They alone can make or mar the picture of India. 
There is not a fourth man in India at the present moment. Let us not 



m GENEEAL BUDGET DISCUSSION^ [17th Maxcs, 

lose our heads; let us look to them for guidaucfL But #e ou our part muet 
try to sit across the table, discuas things in a true spirit, not in a spirit of 
isolation, not in a spirit of exclusion, but in a spirit of affiliation, in a 
spirt of sympathetic co-operation, in a spirit of coalition, in a spirit to 
adjust ttlid reconcile the divergent claims, to rehabilitate Ikngal, tb shape 
and mould her destinies and to integrate the scattered forces of Bengal 
towiirds political, social and cultural evolution. Sir, I would like further 
to idac^e before this House the figuies of two major Provinces of Bombay 
JUKI Bengal from the year to the year 1947-48. That will* at once 

clinch the argument that will show how Bengal has drifted from bad to worse, 
in 11138-39 the revenue of Bombay was 12 crores 44 lakhs and expenditure 
12 ( lores 79 lakhs and deficit 35 lakhs. For the same year BengaPs revenue 
vus 12 crores 70 lakhs; expenditure 12 crores 76 lakhs; no deficit. For 
1939-40 Bombay's revenue was 13 crores and 14 lakbs and exjienditure 
12 crores and 8^1 lakbs; surplus 31 lakbs. For the same year Bengal’s 
revenue was 14 crores and 31 lakhs and expenditure 13 crores and 71 lakhs; 
surplus GO lakhs. For the year 1940-41 the revenue of Bombay was 

14 crores, 48 lakhs; expenditure 13 crores 60 lakbs; surplus 88 lakhs*. For 
the same year BeiiguFs revenue was 13 crores 54 lakhs; expenditure 14 crores 
45 lakhs ; MeHcii 91 lakhs. For the year 1941-42 Bombay's revenue was 
16 crores 86 lakhs; expenditure 15 crores 25 lakhs; surplus I crore 61 lakhs. 
For tin* same year Beugal’s revenue was 14 cror(‘s 94 lakhs; ex])enditure 

15 ciores 50 luklis; deficit 56 lakhs. For the \eur 1942-43 Bombay's 
leveinie was l!i cnjres 70 lakbs; exjienditure 17 crores 78 lakbs; surplus 
1 cron* 92 lakhs. For the .same year Bengal’s revenue was Ki crores 40 
lakhs; e\|«Miditnre 16 crores 79 lakhs; d(‘ficit nearly 33 lakhs, (hat was the 
vcarot Mr. I'azlul Hu(j's ('oaiition Ministry. (The Hon’ble Mit. Mohuimed 
All: which year]*') The y(*ar was 1942-43. (Tin* llon'ble Mil Mohammad 
.\i.i: Wrong, wrong.) In 1943-44 the budget estimate a^ juesented b\ 
Ml. h’azlul llmj wa.s 16 erores, J lakh and 87,000. exjieinliture 17 crore'^, 
51 lakhs and 85 thousand, the revised 22 crores, 40 lakhs and ft thousand, 
and revenue expenditure 32 crores, 53 lakbs and 6 thousand, ami the actual 
was 23,7 1 ,72, (MH) and expenditure 26,75, IS, OIK). Expenditure has tliUh 
mounted up till today in the year of grace 1946-47 we liavt* iea(‘hed a 
revenue of 38 crores and an exjienditure of 52 erore^ as shown in the revised 
lor the nil rent vear, and tor 1947-48 revenue receipts nt 47 cron's and odds 
and expenditure ol 53 crores and odds. 

Sir, this is the picture (ireseuted beiore the Jh)use. I will not quote 
aiiv turtlier fignires. Tlu'y only show which way the wind is blow'ing. It 
is a p(‘cuiiar jihasi* of the administration. The Finance Minister says that 
tliree crores of rupees have been increased under the bead “Famine'* and 
2J crores under “Miscellaneous" for the relief of riot victims and refugees 
but tbe^f have been offset t«> some extent by redui'tion to the extent of 
about 2 crores of rupees, in respect of ordinary charges, under Agriculture, 
lirigatioii and ('ivil Works. Sir, fur be it from me to cast any reflection 
upon any Minister, but 1 have got, to draw attention to the real state of 
things. The amounts likely to be incurred under the development project 
uie 8 crores, 6 crores under revenue account and the balance one crore and 
odds on capital account. 'Dec'rease of 31 crores under revenue account i.s 
accounted for by a saving of 48 lakbs under “Irrigation”, 9 lakhs under 
“Pklucution'’, 14 lakhs under “Agriculture’’, 27 lakhs under “Industries” 
and 2 lakhs 58 thousand under “(hvil Works” and 27 lakhs under “Miscel- 
laneous”. Sir, you will see that under ‘‘Education” the decrease is due 
to the abandonment of the i^heine for encouragement of {wst-ipaduate 
research in Calcutta University under the the “University College of 
Science*’. Sir, could anything*~more preposterous bt' comeived of in this 
land of science and culture in modern India, the land of Sir Jagadish 
Chandra Bose, Sir P. C. Kay, and Dr. Meghnad Sahal* I would plead with 
all the emphasis at my command for greater and greater facilities for educa- 
tional expansion tor my Muslim brethren and the Scheduled Castes, but I 
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»w liilli disxuAjr any attempt to put a brake on the wheel of progreM of 

^umuBity which has during the last few decades built up the educational 

i scientific structure of Bengal. To retard their progress would be 
^tardiag the general progress of education in Bengal and 1 therefore 
deprecate very much the cutting down of expenditure under this head. It 
is very unfortunate that there has been no cutting down or reduction of 
exMnuiture under the head “Police”, the Civil Sup^ies Department, Extra- 
ordinary Charges, or Famine. The Civil Supplies Department, Sir, is 
u monster which employs thousands ot men on colossal scales of pay. Our 
first class M.A.’s, B.A.’s are recruited on a scale of Ks. 50 or lis. (K> per 
mensem but under-graduates, matriculates and even non-matriculates have 
been employed in this department on salaries ranging from lls.200, Rs. 300, 
Rs. 400, Rs. COO to Rs. 700. Sir, is public money to be squandered away 
like this? Sir, accidentally I met some students of the Dacca University 
while going to Mymensiugh very recently; they pleaded foi better emolu- 
ments. Dr. Hassan, the Vice-Chancellor of the University, liappened to be 
in the same steamer also, lie said, “do you think that the University should 
copy the example of the Civil Supplies employees of the (Government of 
Bengal”, etc. etc. They are getting Rs. 600, Rs, 700 Rs. 8(K) and Rs. IdX) 
and some times more. The department is rotten from top to bottom — it is 
gangreened to the core — the wdiole atmosphere is full of corruption. Hitherto, 
Sir, tliere has been a stigma attac'hed to the Police administration of the 
Province. But the Police Department cannot compete in corruption and 
inefficiency with the Civil Supplies Dcnartment. The whole department 
has acquired a bad odour about it. Why an array oi thousand employees 
should be niainiained at a huge exj^enditure and be allowed to drain aw^ay 
the resouice.s of the Province? Less than half the strength on mucli lesser 
salaries and emoluments w^ould be more than sufficient for this poor 
l^rovince. 

Now, iSir, I must say a few w'ords in reply to what the honourable leader 
of the European Group has said about the Calcutta Corporation. Ho cast 
a fling at the administration of the (Calcutta Corporation and spoke al)ont 
mismanagement of its finances and incidentally he hinted at its supersession. 
Sir, I owe it to irqyself to join issue wdtli him in this respect in the most 
respectful manner. Coubl there be a more glaring (‘xample of mismanage- 
ment than wdiat prevails in the provincial administration here? If the 
guilt of the Corporation justifie.s its hUpersessioii, I beg to be excused if 1 
assert that the provincial Government has also to be superseded. What is 
sauce for the goose should be sauce for the gander us well. I know, Sir, 
there has been some niismanugemeut, some reinisncss in the Corporation. 
Having sensed the Corporation for a number of years, ns its Mayor and in 
other capacities I know more of Corporation affairs than anybody else here 
except perhaps my esteemed friend Mr. Nahar who has been in 

the Corporation for a longer period and I hope he will correct 
me if I make mistakes in what I say. I know. Sir , that the 
Corporation has blundered, has oftqn mismanageil and has bungled its 
affairs. But there has been no bungling compared with the bungling 

of the Government 6f Bengal. Sir, today we are faced with the logic^ 
conclusion of the demand for partition of India. Now, Sir, I come to the 
q^uestion of partition of Bengal which is being advocated by a section of 
the people. No good will be served by partition. We are for Pakistan if 
Pakistan means sovereign State— noWdy can grudge that. But why cannot 
W€ Hindus and Muslims discuss at a conference the real position — why 
should we not, 360 lakhs Muslims and 340 lakhs Hindus, be able to form a 
composite Government in the Eastern Zone and work for our mutual good, 
lor our mutual benefit . Majorities must have the reins of administration 
in their hands and minorities have to live on their suffrage. 1 do not see 
ttny reason why our Hindu brethren did not concede to Pakistan in the 
^wtem Zone. Under that scheme Muslim majority could have been reduc- 
ed from 66 per cent, to 61 per cent. In any scheme with the respective 
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gtrength of Hindus and Muslims in the total population of Bengal imd 
Assam, no Government can function without mutual co-operation and assist- 
ance. With mutual goodwill and co-operation only it is possible to have 
such a Government. Why then is a cry for partition. Fortunately 
Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose are against this partition. 
They are ol opinion that it is not possible to divide Bengal. If it is done, 
there would he no end of complications. I, say it is not practicable. If 
you want partition ot Bengal, to-morrow in Bihar 40 lakhs of Muslims wdll 
cry lo have a sojiarute Province, next day 60 lakhs of Muslims in the United 
Provim-es will ask for the constitution of a separate Province, similarly the 
Muslims across the Malabar Coast in Madras will demand a separate Pro- 
vince, so there will he no end of complications. The talk about partition 
is not, therefore a feasible proposition. The Ministers are now vying with 
one another for a Coalition Ministry. While we must look to the three 
great men of Jnda, Mr. Jinnah, Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru for 
guidance, we ourselves must plead for an adjustment of the conflicting 
interests in Bengal. In the name of all that is holy, in the name of all that 
is grand and glorious, in the name of all that is noblest and sublimest in 
human nature, in the name of truth and justice, we have got to develop our- 
selves, w^e have got to integrate the dying forces towards the track of spiri- 
tual reconstruction of our society. 

Sir, we want to live and let live. We shall not encroach upon others’ 
rights and privileges nor shall we allow encroachment on the sacred and 
inviolable rights oi Moslems. We must try to make it possible for all com- 
munities fo live in peace and amity. I believe that if we leave no room for 
misgivings and doubts, if we mean well and if our efforts are genuine there 
is bound to bo peace and hannony in the land. 

With these words, Sir, 1 conclude my speech. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; Sir, 1 do not agree with my honourable 
'friends who think that the budget has been prepared for one community 
alone. I do not agree with those remarks of my honourable friends who 
said that it was an Islamic budget. On the other hand I would submit that 
a word of congratulation should go to the Hon’ hie the Finance Minister for 
creating a special fund for the Muslims and the Buddhists, I also thank 
him for enhancing the grant for the education of the Scheduled Castes. 
But the budget docs not indicate any solution of the financial problems with 
which Bengal is confronted. How long the a<lmini8tration of a Province 
can pi on liy borrowing or begging from tbe Centre? I think the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister’s hope for financial help from the Centre may be 
belied. Kven if the entire proceeds of the tax on income and the duty on 
jute is conceded, it cannot oe quite sufficient for our evergrowing require- 
ment. There is another aspect which should not be entirely excluded from 
our consideration. We may be faced with unforeseen circumstances and 
innumerable difliculties on the eve of transfer of power fiom Britain to 
India. We may have to land in regions hitherto unknown to us. To meet 
all these contingencies the Ministry must mobilise all their forces and find 
out all their resources, Itemove corruption, ill-administration and mal- 
administrutien. Liquidate tbe aemindaries and nationalise the industries. 

8ir, 1 shall now put forward some demands on behalf of tbe Scheduled 
Castes. The Ministry must concede to tbe Scheduled Caster a share of the 
trade and commerce in the country. I also congratulate my friend 
Mr. Patlram Boy for claiming a separate college. My friend realises and 
be believes in the separate entity of the Scheduled Castes but pressed by the 
circumstances, he has found a pl^e which does not suit him. I also draw 
the attention of (he Hon’ble Minister to a flagrant breach of tbe Communal 
liatio Buies. To remedy this a member of tbe Scbedule<l Castes must be 
appointed on the Public Service Commission. So far as retrenchment is 
concerned, no niembt^r of tbe Scbednled Castes should be retrenched unless 
tbe community exceeds 16 per cent, of tbe appointments in tbe department 
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concert . Another important aspect^ another imporant feature of this 
year’s budget is the declaration by the Finance Minister about the liquida- 
tion of the zemindary system. We had occasion before to pronounce on the 
floor of this House and give the zemindars a clear warning. That time was 
not far off when the people of Bengal would awake, arise and throw this 
inglorious chapter on the land revenue system into the Bay of Bengal. Let 
the zemindars, the creatures of the Permanent Settlement, respond to the 
uigent call of the country. I/ct the zemindars once for all forget the 
foolish and false idea that they are the proprietors of the soil. However this 
momentous declaration is lacking in some detail. Firstly there is no idea 
of time given by the (Government when this ]>erni('iou8 system will go: 
secondly how the Ministry proposes to pay this estimated sum of 82 crores 
ot rupees to the zemindars as rom|>en8ation. At any rate, Sir, Bengal must 
not be mortgaged to the zemindars for another 21K) years. If compensation 
is to be f)ai(l it must l>e paid by instalments out of the income of the zemin- 
daries after deducting the costs of collection of reveniu' and the establish- 
ment. At any rate, no liability should Im' thrown on (he general revenues 
<•1 the Province. Now, Sir, with your permission and subject to your ruling 
I wish to touch one or two points. Jieference has made by my 

colleagues on my right to the Cabinet Mission and the mischievous agitation 
now known as the Partition of Bengal. Sir, the declaration of the (Vbinet 
.Mission in regard to the position of the Scheduled Castes is a hetrayal of 
the inoNt worst ty]>e. Tlie Labour (Government of F/ngland caught hy the 
trap of the Congress in the false hope of trade facilities want to hand over 
(he S i*rores ot ])(‘ 0 |)]e hound hand and foot — people who an' um'onscious 
ot and unable to defend the natural rights of humanity. The Prime Minister 
of England ajipears to be acquainted with the discasi* from wlnVli the 
Scheduled ('antes are suffering in the Hindu society, hut, Sir, he has 
referred them to a physician who has been eating u]) their lilood and killing 
their soul for the last 2,000 years. Now, Sir, a word or two about the 
])artition of Bengal. It is a silly, it. is a foidish agitation carred on by a 
few handful of men to protect their vested interests. Sir, wo an^ not pre- 
pared to allow a section of our people to live within a purely casto Hindu 
nij, for fear of social, economic and fKilitical tyranny of the black days of 
the past and the pri'sent. T>ook at the map of India and s<‘(iarate the Muslim 
majority provinces from the Hindu majority areas. Wliat do you find? 
You will find tliat the condition of tlu' memhers of the Si heduled Cast/cs in 
the Muslim majority areas is mucli better than those living in the area 
dominated by the Hindus. You will find, Sir, fhat the economic condition 
of the members of the Scheduled ('astes now living in >niir future Hindu 
kingdom of West Bengal, Bihar, Cnited Provinces and Madras is much 
worse. The social and economic tyrannies are by far greater and extortion 
and ex])loitation and oppre.ssion at the hands of the Caste Hindus know no 
limits. The Scheduled Castes are not treated even with that much respect 
sliown towards beasta and dogs. Only a few months back the Congress 
(lovernmeiit of Madras sent a meml)er of the Sch(*du!ed (’astes to jail for 
the Ho-callcd offence of burning his chiW on the funeral pvre of the Caste 
Hindus. I tell you, Sir, in clear terms that the Scheduled (’astes of Bengal 
do not want any partition and yesterday a resolution has already bc*en passed 
by the Bengal Provincial Scheduled Castes Fcxh'ration to oppose this move 
with all the force at their command. I am sure the Muslims will never 
tolerate any fragmentation of the Province. Sir, probably the middle 
classes between the so-called caste Hindus and the Scheduled Castes 
commonly known as Navaxliakas are opposed to it. Then who want this 
partition? Two per cent, of the caste Hindus and why? The idea behind 
is this 

Mr. PERSIDENT: Mr. Eoy, what about the budget? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, some members have spoken on parti- 
tion and I am only referring to t^at. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But you are making it the main topic of your speech. 
Please come to the budget. 

Mr* AMULYADHONE BOY; I am only replying to a point raised by 
some of my friends on the other side. As I was saying, it is only one or 
two per cent, of caste Hindus that want partition. And why do they want 
it? They want it because they want to threaten the Muslims to give up 
their cry for Pakistan and my advice to them is that force is no remedy. 
The only way is to persuade the Muslims to live in an united India is to 
restore their confidence by practical actions. That is the advice that I am 
giving thoin. The Congress has committed a great blunder by passing a 
resolution of the Working Committee on the partition of the Punjab and 
it leads every right thinking man to the irresistible conclusion that the 
claim for J^akistan is justified. (Interruptions.) Alas, the advocates of Indian 
nationalism and unity of India, you wdll go so much down. Yet probably 
all your colours have not been exhibited before the world and tliey will be 
gradually knowm as time goes by with the growth of democracy. But, Sir, 
as you are impatient. I would finish soon. In all seriousness I would ask 
all luy friends to realise that the partition of West Bengal will lead to the 
partition of every district of Bengal, district by district, \illage by village. 
(Mr. TIaridas Majumdar: Why?) Mr. Majuindar you should remain quiet. 
If you do not submit to the Muslim rule, why should the Muslims in India 
submit to Hindu rule? (Mr. Majumdar: Wc don’t want them to.) You 
may take it from me, Sir, that your West Bengal will nev(‘r he ])artiti()ned 
and wi* shall resist it with all our force. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOOpUL HAQUE; Mr. President, Sir, even 
timely discussion of the budget estimate.s in this House and from this side 
of it, is found to be more or less a formal matter and their discussion after 
voting on demands has already commenced in the I>ower House is rather a 
dull fruitless affair. So I do not propose to speak at any length nor do 1 
profiose to take the House through the labyrinth of figures. I shall content 
myself with making certain general observations only about the policy and 
the programme of the (lovernment as envisaged in the estimates by one 
belonging to tlie Government party. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister really deserves our sympathy, 
tliat for circumstances so ably narrated by him in his budget statement over 
which the Government had had no control whatsoever, he is confronted with 
the most awkward position of having to present such a heavy deficit budget 
for the second time during his tenure of office as Bengal’s Chancellor of the 
KxcluMiner. Bengal had had seven other deficit budgets previous to this 
following the notorious Niemeyer Aw^ard and the reasons are not far to seek. 
Bengal will tide over the heavy deficit when either a financial resettlement 
has been reached with the Central Government or when Bengal has attained 
her full stature of lieing a Sovereign Independent State within a little over 
one year now, having full control over her financial resources. 

The Finance Minister deserved congratulations for the boldness he has 
displayed in augmenting grant^i under different heads for develojiing the 
Province without resorting to any new taxation immediately to wipe out 
the heavy deficit. He will possibly think of new taxation after the officer 
w’ho has been deputed abroad to examine the technique of new taxation in 
lOriegn countries, has returned after mastering the technique. We, on rhis 
aide, have no objection to new taxation if, that does not touch the poor 
people. 

Sir, while things are moving very fast all around us, it is to be revetted 
that tb© Government do not appear to be moving with the times with the 
same pace. They are not ready with plans and schemes either in the post- 
war reconstruction sphere or any other sphere in the day to day administra- 
tion. "l^eneyor a query is made about the progress of work the invariable 
reply haa be^ either **thai a oomprohensive scheme is being drawn np** or 
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“that i comprehensive scheme is under consideration*'. There is no escape 
from <Ii6 criticism that the Government have been moving snail like in tie 
old hackneyed or leisurely way. Matters and things which call for quick 
decision and disposal, take long to get out of the Secretariat dovecotes. 

That the Goveninient have been too slow to move is evident from the 
fact that large sums of money sanctioned in the closing j ear’s budget have 
remained undisbursed under many heads. Employment of officers in the 
capacity of Sj^cial Officers, after return from leave or training, for months 
together, having had almost nothing to do during the period they are so 
employed in between their posting to substantive posts, is another instauoe 
in point. This shows that some screws are very loose somewhere and this 
entails lieavy wastage of public funds and man-power of the Province. 
Serious note ought to be taken of this state of affairs and the screws either 
tightened or replu(‘ed. 

Sir, ugriciiltinal improvement of the country without providing for irri- 
gation lacilitic^ and oxterminaion of water-hyacinth pests— there being no 
sucli jirojei th cither for East Bengal or tor North Bengal seems liardly iiossi- 
bie of attainment. 

The Ci\il Supplies Department, which I had called “C’ivil Denial Depart- 
ment” in my last budget speech, has had a bad jmst and does not seem to 
have im[>roved an.\ the whit. There is hardly any justificaiitm tor the 
existence and continuance of this Department at such hea\y costs when the 
Dejmrtmcut having taken in its own hand the piirehase and luocurement 
ol rice and padd\ has sigualls tailed to keep down the piice of ])addy and 
rice in the didicit districts b\ sending adequate quantities of paddy and 
rice in those jdaces. The Goveninient are certainly aware that a very high 
price is ruling in the deficit districts which is beyond the jmrchasng capacity 
ol poor and poor middle class people. The Department should justify its 
existence by taking immediate steps for stabilising the jrice of rice and 
paddy by procuring and siqiplying adequate (juantities or should wind up 
leaving the jieople to their fate. 

Sir, it is jminful to have to refer to the boat construction scandal again 
this year. That episode should have been long closed by quick disposal of 
the boats and so much money should not have been wasted over the main- 
tenance. This is yet another instance how public funds arc wasted for not 
taking quick decisions. 

Sir, barring a provision of .‘37 lakhs for icvisiomil seitleinent operations 
preliminary to state acquisition of rent recei\ing interests, there is no pro- 
^i8ion in the budget for initiating proceedings for state acquisition even 
ill those districts where the revisional settlement operations are already over. 
So it seems extremely problematical as to whether the (luestion of state 
ucijuisition of rent receiving interests will be taken uj» by the existing 
Government under the existing con.stitution although a Bill is said lo be 
under jireparation and proposed to be referred to a Self^ct C'ommittee after 
introduction during the current session, of tlie lyegislatiire. It is doubtful 
if this will satisfy the people wlio are clamouring for the abolition of the 
/emindary system outright here and now — even without fiaying any com- 
jiensation to the landlords. Preamble lo the Bargadar Temporary i^rovi- 
sion Bill has raised suspicion in the mind of the jniblic that Government le 
drying to evade tlie main issue for the time being. 

Sir, the Government have not yet been able to forsake their love for 
retired officers. The war exigency over, there is hardly any justification 
for their retention in the public services any longer to the detriment of the 
interest of yodng unemployed and employed iieople. Government sliould 
l*e well advised to bid adieu to these officers at the close of this month. Sir, 
if contentment and security are contributory factors for creating zest in 
work and making for efficiency, what justification is there in keeping ho 
many Deputy Cofiectore and Sub-Deputy Collectors hanging on a temporary 
basil for au^ a long tiineP 
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Sir, criminal inaction of the police during the August disturbances in 
Calcutta and Howrah and their excesses in Tippera and Noakhali in Octobw 
and November reveal a hoi)ele8s and a scandalous state of affairs and consti- 
fute a slur on the police administration of the Province. 

A complete overhauling of the Police Department is called for, to justify 
the enhanced grants for it. Strengthening of the police force alone will 
not help in the maintenance of law and order in the country. So long as 
the people j>rofes.sing different religions and having different ideologies and 
cultures will have no respect for law and order, and will not consider human 
l)ody, life and [uoperty sacrosanct and will not trj’^ to understand 
each other’s views dispassionately, there will be no end of the troubles. 

Sir, it is a happy sign that the Government have set up an Advisory 
Committee in connection with the S|)ort8 Stadium in Calcutta which will be 
u paying proposition and are contemplating to set up a Housing Board for 
the administration of the scheme for providing subsidised housing accom- 
modation for tlie j)oorer classes. It is hoj)ed Government will profit by tlie 
advice of these bodies. Sir, of committees, commissions, boards and con- 
ferences, there have lu*en too many of these in this Province in the past 
entailing heavy (‘osts hut without hearing any fruit because the (rovernment 
had set them up only to divert public, agitation and not to he profited by 
their delibcuations. Though the past experience with regard to these has 
been anything hut encouraging, still I w^ould like to .suggest the setting up 
of an Kcoitoniic Coniniiltee consisting of officials and non-officials to explore 
wavs and means foi' (‘fleeting economy in the cost of administration without 
im^miring its efficiency on the lines proposed hy the llon'bie Mr. iiia([uat 
All Khan, the Finance Minister of the Interim Government. 

I would suggest the setting up of an Anti-Corruption Board to effec- 
tively conihat and (‘radicate corru])tion in the Public, Ser\i(‘es comjm.sed of 
a pcMsoiinel of transpan‘nt honesty and strong character. Corruption is a 
legacy of the last w'orld war wdiien engendered the pro])ensity of “getting- 
rich-(|uick” in almost all class(‘s of people not excepting tlie public servant 
by means fair or foul. Whipping in addition to heavy fine and imprison- 
ment should be inipo.sed on tliose public servants found guilty of corrupti(3ii. 

I would also suggest the setting up of a lk>ard with powers for revising 
the communal ratio rules in tlie jmblic^ services, for seeing the revi'^ed com- 
munal ratios being properly maintained not only in apjiointments but also 
in po.stings throughout Bengal. 

Sir, I shall now dwell on the educational jiortion of the budget w’hich 
lias (‘voked so much ungenerous and adverse criticism from some members 
of the Opposition who have chosen to call it an “Islamic Budget”, a “Com- 
munal Hudget”, and a “Budget which has ignored the existence of lliudiiH 
in Bengal”, for the simple rea.son that .some jirovision has been made in t 
for gi\ing facilities to those who are admittedly backward in education in 
order to enable them to make the leeway. For the ten laklis of the Muslim 
Kducation Fund, erring almo.st on the side of generosity, there is another 
ten lakhs for the (‘duration of the Scheduled Castes who ar(' also esjually, 
it not, more backward in education. Are they not Hin(lu.sy How then, 
the Budget has ignored the existence of Hindus in Bengali 

Ninv, h‘t me revert to item H7 — Kdueation — ^General and draw' the atten- 
tion (»f tlie Gon eminent to the growing public dissatisfat'tion as the Porvince 
seems still to he groping in the edu(^ntional field for lack of a clearly defined 
objective with the result that little or no progress has lieen made so far. 
There have of course been committees and conferences but what i.s exactly 
the [Milicy and programme of the^Tlovernment we have yet to know. The 
Budget gives one the impression that the Government .ire apparently ^till 
holding and nursing Macaulay’s baby. But, with only a little over a year 
betw een now and complete self-Qovemment, it is high time that the Govern- 
ment should start at least thinking about a aubstitiite m its place. 
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Sir, Attempts merely to enlarge or adapt the existing system are bound 
to prove wasteful and rutile, because the present system hes been built on 
a foundation which is neither democratic, nor sound educationally, practic- 
ally confined to the upper and middle classes of the Society. The existing 
system chiefly aimed at producing the clerical and other subonlinate per- 
sonnel for (iovernment and merchant offices. With its emphasis on the 
ability to cram, memorise, copy and reproduce, it certainly attaiiie<l its 
objective of mass production ot |K*ople trained t(» do things at the bidding 
ol others. With no real scope for free and indei>endent w()rk at any stage 
of education, it has pnjved utterly unsuited for developing tlie real powers, 
for i)nKlucing the leaders and self-relient citizens, with initiative ami enter- 
pri.se, with power of clear thinking and constructive imagination, as we 
require, if our country is to take its place among the free nations of tlie 
world. It must be admitted that so far us the education of the masses is 
concerned, not even its fringe has .so far been touched. Adult education 
lias been (onqiletely neglected, and the pre.senl Budget has not provided a 
pie for it. 

Sir, As regards primary education, we have just an aj»ology for it. Our 
conception of jjrimury education lias at no time gone beyond the narrow 
limits. of iirovision for mere literacy. Even there one notes with disniav 
that the percentage of literacy remains >tationury at the shameful figure of 
15, It is not surprising. Nothing better can be expected when the ])rimary 
teacher is paid no more than a beggarly pittance. It is not education but 
deception in the name of education to continue which would he unworthy 
ot a responsible popular (Government. A rtnleeming feature of this budget 
M the provision of Bs. 54 lakhs under “Development J^rogranime“ for 
increasing the salap' of primary teachers in place of Hs. 21) lakhs provided 
in the closing year's budget. But, 1 am afraid, we are now past the stage 
of tinkering with the problem. The time has arrived fur honestly and 
boldl}' facing it. The matter can no longer be shelved simply on financial 
grounds. Whether as an autonomous l*roviuce or a Iree Ktutc, Jlengiil can 
now certainly jdan on the expectation that it will get it*- full share of 
income-tax and customs duties including 1(K) per cent, of the jute exjiort 
duty, in the near future, and if neces.sary fresh taxes must lie hwied, but 
our present or future electorate cannot be left uneducated except with dis- 
astrous coiise(^uences. A comjdete reorientation in the (ioverumeni’s out- 
look on education is therefore essential. There must he a coinprehen.sive 
and well-thought-out scheme of education dealing with all stages, and edu- 
cation must he real education which w’ould preoare our peojim to perform 
their duties as free citizens aiTording to their ability and aptitude. 

Sir, The House ought to be given the details of the compulsory (nlucation 
Hclieme that the Government are proposing to introduce. The Government 
should guard against the futility of compelling the childr(*n to attend the 
primary schools as they are today. Without an adequate arrangement for 
improving the primary schools, such a pleasure would simply increase the 
wastage ami might evep end in a farce for want of iinqwr supervision. 
Bather than take up whole districts as units for compulsory experiment, the 
Government should select, according to their resources, selected unions in 
each district, and so equip and staff the scliools in tliose areas that the 
education the children are compelled to receive is something worth having 
and lasts long enough as to ensure against a relapse into illiteracy. If the 
sug^sted procedure is followed, supervision should also present no sfieciaJ 
problem, since the existing inspecting staff would be able to concentrate on 
such small areas. Other areas of the district may gradually be brought 
uhiler the scheme as speedily as the resources of the Government in respect 
of qualified teachers, inspecting staff and finance permit. 

Sir, it is a good thing that the Government for the first time have been 
alive to the ne^ for providing facilities for primary trainingi But I should 
draw the attenton of the Government to a sad omission, namely; 4he l^k of 



404 ^ MEMBEES ABSEKT. [17th Mabgh, 1947.] 

any provision for research in education. lA has been our fate to depend tpi 
our knowledge pn sources outside our country and to be content witt 
secondhand knowledge, perhaps obsolete and out-of-date in most cases, oi 
inapplicable to our conditions. There cannot be a greater tragedy than thi^ 
that though our children are there in our own country, our teachers derive 
their knowledge of children from other peoples’ study of other children for 
the simple reason that no ainingement exists hn u systematic and scientific 
child-study in our country. It the ^iundation, Sir, oi our education 85^stenl 
is to be truly laid, it must be based on our needs and it must suit our 
conditions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How long will you take to finish? 

Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: Two or three minutes, 
Sir. 

1 would therefore urge on the (Government the need for the establishment 
of a bureau or institute of child-study and ])Hvchological research. The 
Government of India have provided in the Budget for 1947-48, for the 
establishment of such a bureau. Bengal should wake up and boldly face the 
educational ijroblern if she <]oes not want to lag behind. 

iSir, 1 ieel 1 should impress on the Goveiannent the urgency for improv- 
ing the educatiupal udministmtion by changing it radically. If we are 
abolishing subinfeudation in our land system, let us also abolish the 
hierarchy in our educational administration. The Jimiilgamation of ^ the 
Director of Ihiblic Instruction’s office and Se(*retary's office can take place 
foriijwitli thereby increasing the s])eed ami efdciency at headquarters. 
Enthusiastic and energetic people with i)0\ver of initiative, drive and leader- 
shij) should be picked and chosen for the key positions with the duties 
specifically defined and they must get things done within the allotted time, 
liiethcieiicy and delay sliouid be dealt with ruthlessly. Thus alone can we 
achieve s]»eedy progi’ess. 

So, witli these words 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT| Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
1-45 p.in. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The (’ouncil then adjourned till 1-46 p.m. on Tuesday, the ]8tli March 

mi. 

Members absent. 

The following members were aksent from the meeting held on the 17tb 
March, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dattu, 

(8) Khun Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

^ (4) Afr. Eric Derraont Doyne, 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(()) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(7) Mr. lliuuayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Kath Mokolanabish, 

(10) Afr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(11) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, and 

(12) Mr. Reajuddin Bbuiya. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBAltS 


First Stnioii, 1947-No. SO. 




The Cou>xil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
on the 18th March, 1947, at 1-45 p.m., being the 20th day of the First 
Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(-2)(rt) of the Government of India 
Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Ph.^sad Singh Roy> k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 

Cost of the Damodar and Mor Sohemee. 

71. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hoi^ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state — 

(u) what is the estiiuated cost of the Damodar and Mor Schemes; 

* (5) what portion of the cost will l)e borne by the Government of Bengal 
lor each of these schemes; 

(r) which districts or j)or(ion of the districts will be primarily benefited 
by these schemes; 

{(]) wlietlier the Government have any such reconstructive scheme for any 
district of Eastern Bengal; if so, what will bo the cost of the 
scheme; and 

(c) whether any committee of non-officials had been consulted in prepara- 
tion of those schemes? 

MINISTER in Charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukheriea): (Vrtain 

inforinatinn Ims lieen called for and the reply will be furnished as soon us 
it is r(M‘eive<l. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Is tliat a reply. Sir? That is no reply and I think 
the (|uestiou should be postponed. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir, the question should bo 
postponed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have got the 
auvswer, Sir, — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you can give it now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. tArAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir. with nirar.l to 

(/7)4and (h) regarding the estimated cost of the Damodar and Mor schemes 
it has not yet been calculated finally what would he the cost, the 
apportionment of cost ha.s not yet been fixed regarding Mor schemes, 
(r) Practically all the districts will be benefited by these schemes. There 
are variou.s other schemes for North and East Bengal, namely, Tisthu, 
Karnaphuli Schemes and many other scheme.s. The.se schemes have been 
drawn up by thf expert engineer% and no non-official committee has been 
tormed. 

Mr. LALg CHANDRA DAS: There are so many schemes, so will the 
Hon'ble Miralter please state what has been the estimated cost of the 
Gumti embankment in £a«t Bengal? 
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TIM Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MVKHERJEA: Gumti will cost 12 
lakhs. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the scheme be put into effect this 
year? 

The Hoii;ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is being experi- 
#nente(l and if it is possible it will be put into effect this year. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: ^’or how many years the scheming will 
go on and nothing will be done practically? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; The difficulty is 
that these embankments are private embankments and we are negotiating 
M'itli the private persons, the landlords, for their consent and hence the delay. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We are hearing the same storv’ every 
year, namely corresponding with the landlords. AVhen will the practical 
work begin? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 do not know 
what were the stories told in this House previously hut the fact remains 
that the Government took up these schemes only 3 or 4 months back and 
I hope they will he completed soon. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What will he the cost of Cornaphuli 
scheme P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, 1 do not think 
this question does arise. This question is only about the Damodar scheme 
and Mor scheme; 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Arising out of (r/) ''whether the 
Goveinmeiit have any such reconstructive scheme for any district of 

East Bengal; if so, what will he the cost of the scheme So I 

want to know what is the cost of (’ornaphuli scheme which will affect the 
Chittagong district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: There are 
hundreds of schemes and if the honourable member wants details, 1 want 
notice. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Questions over. We shall now resume the Gene- 
ral Discussion of the Budget. Yes, Mr. Biren Roy. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, it is now practically winding up the Debate on 
behalf of the Opposition at the fag end of the discussion today and we have 
only 45 minutes left after which the Finance Minister will reply. Perhaps 
the replies are also written for him and so it will be very unreal to bring 
about many things which may not he answered at all. I sympathise with 
the lot of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister who had to place this budget, 
this big bluff on us, I presume he would not have done so intentionalli if 
he had the power to change items radically in the Budget. It^is 
evident of course that he had tried to change some items. As regards 
Education and a part of the Medical expenditure we congratulate him for 
it but on one aspect particularly we cannot congratulate him and that 
aspect is the Stadium business. When such a big Civil Works budget has 
been presented which, considering the position of Bengal, vis-a^ris the 
Centre, will not be nossible to execute on account of paucity of materials, 
he has given a very nigh priority to the construction of the Sport Stadium. 
Practically most of the materials, cement and iron particularly, that will 
be allotted to this province during the next financial year will he used up 
for this purpose (if he would choose to do so as he has stal^ in an open 
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press meeting that the Stadium will have the second priority after the 
Wildings executed under the Wtee schemes by the Improvement Trust 
in Calcutta). In these two projects I do not know how this bustee scheme 
will fare in view of the other preoccupations of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust at the present moment. Hegarding the building of houses by which 
I mean small buildings for the common people for whom this Government 
is so much interested and are trying to pass the Calcutta Rent Bill, I 
think no help will be given to these persons who have no homes at all. 
And not only that, those who are willing to rent out their places even at 
the standard rent or those who cannot get the tenants out (on account of 
the stringent measures of the Rent Control Order) even when th#>* require 
the few more rooms occupied by the tenants for tlieir own use, they even 
cannot get such building materials to build more accnmimMlation. In 
spite of all this a big Civil Works budget has been presented to us 
amounting to several crores of rupees knowing full well that no jmrt of 
this budget will be executed for the reasons staled by me. AVb\ is tliis 
placed}' Is it ])ecause the contractors will go round them and something 
else will happen from behind? It is much better to cut out this portion 
of the budget and bring out a really practical works project which this 
Government will be able to push througli during the next year. We find, 
Sir, from the details given elsewhere that practically in every branch, say, 
Irrigation, Education, Medical, Agriculture, there are provisions for 
some sort of building work and that those buildings take up most of 
the mone.N and yet none of these buildings will be completed or even 
attempte<l to be constructed during this year and therefore no Nation 
Building activities practically will take place within the coming year. 
Therefore, Sir, 1 call this big Civil Works budget a big bluff. I come 
now to other items, the first item I think. Sir, should be the Police. 1 
would take up this item in this way that a very important declaration has 
been niatle, while we were proceeding with the discussion of this budget 
ill this House and while practically all the criticLsms have been offered in 
the other House, regarding a levy of taxation, a new form of taxation, 
on municipalities for the ])olice force. Now, Sir. the Finance Minister is 
also the Minister of the Local Self-Government Department and hence 1 
don’t know whether he Lad also this up in his sleeves. If that is so, Sir, 
then 1 would say on belialf of the municipalities in Bengal or rather the 
municipalities which 1 repre.sent at least (the area.s around Calcutta) that 
' these municipal (’ouncils, if they are to he made to pay some .sort of 
taxation for the police force, tliey should be entrusted with the appoint- 
ment of such police force under their control as is done or as is even 
prevalent in the independent countries of the world and then these muni- 
cipal bureaus or city fathers would have the sense of responsibility of 
jireserving law and order and that would be done much better by them 
than is now being done by the present Government in power and the 
citizens also will take care that such a nolice force in their areas do 
actually preserve order or come to their ITelp in preserving law and order 
and not be de.spicahle police force not to be found in case of riots and 
other lawless activities. Besides that I would point out in this connec- 
tion fife appointments of non-Bengalees and that on a communal basis at 
that, ip the police force of the Province. To communalise the police 
administration in a province is a very dangerous thing. 1 am not going 
to attack it on other points but only asking, Sir, as to why is it that in 
Bengal while the Chief Minister says in another pari of the province we 
ttre going to have independence soon, why should we in Bengal be allowed 
h) be policed by tion-Bengalees ? Is that not a disgrace that we cannot 
police ourselves with our own people of this Province? The Finance 
Minister at a certain place or rather at a conference of municipal chairmen 
f>f this Province harp^ on the theme of better relations between the 
^wnicipalities and other local self-governing bodiea and local Government 
^nd in this connection he tried to be humorous. He said that it is a 
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husband-wife relation; when the husband does not want to give money 
the wife, the wife has however to put the house in order anyhow and "ti 
sentiment was voiced by some other members in a particular way whi 
I shall deal with later. But in this connection I would remind t 
Hon’ble Minister that the comparison of relation between husband a 
wife may be pretty sweet, but I want to remind him that when 
considers the position of this Province in relation to the Centre he shou 
also view' it in the same light; w'e want to be united or remain unit 
with the Centre. Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister wants to ha 
a divorce from the Centre; though keen on such divorce, he will cry 
the same •time, even being the guilty party, to have continued alimo: 
and why should he have it^ He know’s he would not have it, and hen 
the budget he has presented is not only not real but our discussions t^ 
are unreal in this House. You, Sir, as the custodian of this House when > 
w’anted an adjournment, the other day, asked us to take this budget matt 
seriously and asked us to refrain fnun adjournment, so tliat no other su 
ject should intervene but you found, Sir, though it may not ])erhaps 1 
due to you or to the (ioverninent that many things intervened in the deba 
and by this time iH'jdies to some of tlie items criticised here have aireac 
been (»ftered by tlie Finaiu'e Minister at another place wdiere the membe 
can practically contiol him b\ refusing grants, here we cannot. B 
surely we can suggest to him things which he should remember. In tb 
connection I may immtion one thing regarding the nuinicipaliti(‘s aboi 
which a hint was thrown out h\ Mr. Morgan. It was a ver\ mischievoi 
liint and that is regarding the loan which was or is being considered h 
the Finance Minister to stabilise the ('aleutta Corporation. In anotln 
piaci' I alrea<ly mentioned ami have tried to })()irit o\it to him that tl 
municipalities of H(»wrah and tlie Cor]>oration of Cahuitta are the tw 
ailopteil sons of the (Ioverninent of Bengal and tin* otluM- local bodies 
(llon'ble Mr. Moiiammeo Ai.i : Or step-son^) Yes, that is I'xactly so, an 
tlio rest of the munieipalities do not count at all. 1 hope. Sir, he wi 
changi' his attitude. As to whether thev are adopted sons or ste]i-sons 
am not going to clarify or aniplif> the suljp'ct ; the Financi' Ministi 
understands why 1 have stated it ; niN purposi‘ is to juevent the hunglin 
of the Provinet‘’s tinunee and this (lovernment eiinnol he ahsolvcHl froi 
such hlame. 1 am not speaking of the Finance Minister’s own hunglin 
ot money but bungling of money b\ those Ministeis whom the Fiiuinc 
Minister will allow to usurp finance and bungle and be has no hand in i' 

Sir, ill the matter of supersession of a. mnnieii>ality only on account c 
financial consideration 1 think the (lovernment should have a policy i 
future — I mean a standardised policy. The innnicipalities are bound b 
certain limitations of the Act to tax people but the expenditure side caniu 
be limited in a particular way. Today all sorts of expenditure tor carr\ 
ing on municipal activities have gone up d to o hundred per cent, at leas 
The Finance Minister is thinking of sending somebody to the ' Unite 
States of America at a cost of 8 to 10 thousands of rupees to find or 
special means of taxation. I think he should keep in view' the limite 
sources on wliich to fall back when dealing with the municipalities c 
the Province. But this is a very troublesome point. The municiflfilitie 
work under completely different system in the United States of Americ 
and in England. They have certain elastic sources of revenue whereas i: 
the Bengal Municipal or Falcutta Corporation Act in this country we hav 
not got such sources. Our only duty i.s to fix a rate of taxation on 5 o 
f> heads and charge the rate-payers a consolidated amount as taxes. Onl 
the rates are a hit elastic as'Ve can only change the quantum and nothini 
else. But we cannot carry on any far-reaching changes, any work o 
improvement for which we can at least realise money and here when w 
wanted to bring up subjects for municipalisation of any essential servic 
which can bring profit to the municipalities to run. Government steps ii 
and say that they want to nationalise. Let us take the case of moto 
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transport and transport by electric traction or the electric supply. All 
these affect the ratepayers of Calcutta Corporation and suburban muni- 
cipalities most. In a resolution about three years a^ I spoke on these 
in detail; I am briefly stating them now for the guidance of the future 
policy of Government. Under what circumstances these services should 
be nationalised. We do not know yet what is going to be the shape of 
our National Government in the Province. It would be better to run such 
essential services on co-operative profit share basis by means of which an 
owner or an occupi^ of a building or land, residing in a particular area 
or in the neighbourhood should be allowed to invest in a limited number 
of shares, say o, 0 or 10, as was the case when the floating of the Reserve 
Bank took jdace, and by this manner the Electric Siip])ly and the Trans- 
port Companies should be taken over. Thereby each person who is a 
consumer of electricity or those who use this transport will be benefited 
by any profit that may accrue to such services. That will also practically 
put a check in the matter of stoppages or strikes in any such concerns, 
because it will affect the pockets of each and every individual who is 
interested in the running of such transport or services. But as soon as 
you nationalise these things, it mean pakistanisation and it would imme- 
diately bring in all sorts of questions of party p(ditics. jf»bbery and 
corruption in such services. We have already found out that the tele- 
phone corporation as soon as it was transferred irom private conijiany 
control to the Government we are de])rived that edicient service which we 
were so long getting when it was managed by a iirivate limited company. 
It has already become a s('andalous affair. (The lion ble Mr. Mohammkd 
Am: That is not Pakistanising. ) Yes, that may be and therefore you 
are already going in for Pakistanising the Broadcasting, don’t you 
remember 'i 

Now. coming to another subject which is also ilirectly under tlie 
Finance Minister, namely, Ibililic Health. Hereunder Medical Relief, 
find that most of the items of medical relief are about the erection of 
buildings and buildings. That means nothing will be done* in the way of 
jiractical relief to the people. But in spite of our reijuests for the last few 
\ears and in spile of the reijuests even from the women members of this 
House nothing has been done uptil now or no provision has been made 
lor jiroviding training to more Indian women us nurses or lady health 
visitors. That means that you have completely neglected the women and 
children of Bengal. You have not tried even to ojien up a single maternity 
centre or children’s clinic at (iovernment cost. Even where these have 
been opened, the Government have not set come forward with suitable 
contribution so that these may be improved. 1 wish, Sir, that the 
Finance Minister should sa\ that instead of building this stadium, all these 
bricks, cement, etc., should go to each <»f the suixli visions in Bengal or 
at least to the 2b districts so that maternit.\ homes ami child welfare 
centres may be immediately built with tliese materials and suitable 
contributions made towards their efficient* running. As regards the sending 
of experts to other foreign countries, which is one of tlieir schemes, I 
^'ouhl advise the Finance Minister to send a grouf) of persons, yrjung 
people, to study the modern methods of housing and rehabilitation after 
this war in order to improve the slums. These things you should do. 

) ou should also send persons to study modern methods of education, that 
i'* primary education. I think many who have been sent already have 
their set ideas and when they return they are appointed as professors, 
lou should send people from n(»ii-ottirial sources who could give you the 
schemes by stinlying these things at first hand. You would he aide to 
give effect to those ideas which would he of immediate necessity 
to this Province. 

Now, ak)ut the “Dove"' incident. 1 referred last time in this House 
to this D. H. Dove aeroplane for which you set ajpart Rs. 2 lakhs for its 
delivery to Bengal Government and when I pointect out to the Hon’ble the 
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Chief Minister that the Dove cannot be delivered even within a year, 1 
said that it was on the way. Now, instead of that Dove you are bein 
flown by other kites. Why don’t you cancel this Dove and give ih 
Flying Club, the only institution in Bengal which is carrying on ti 
training of pilots in this Province at least tor the next few years, annual! 
Eh. of), 000 which is J of which you wanted to spend for one “Dove”. 

I now come to the other asp^t of the budget, that is the Industrie! 
Sir, fishing through the whole budget I have come to an aspect that of tL 
provision of one lakh of rupees set apart for fish processing. I could nc 
understand what is meant by this, (and that is the only industry) th: 
fishing business, that has been provided for in this budget and knowin 
how efficient this Government is, I mean how economically they run the 
own business, their boat-building business and also the Civil Supplh 
Department, I think this will be a sheer waste of money and the soone 
they leave this fishing business out the better. Last time 1 suggeste 

some other new sources of taxation, one was taxing the races. In Bon 

bay it has been done. I do not know why the Finance Minister liere i 
so eager to exempt these races from the purview of taxation when he need 
so much money. He can easily get 2o to oil lakhs of rupees every yea 
by the imjiosition of a fee on these races. (The HonT)le Khan Bahadr 
Motiammei) Am: Sir, is it any good wasting the time of the House wit 
such irresponsible speech when the honourable member does not know wlu 
the bmlget estimates are? He does not seem to know* what we are gettin 

from these races.) I am coming to that. 1 know* there is the Gamhlin 

Act under \vhich racing i.s taxed, but there is no such ml hoc licence f( 

levied on the Turf (/luh here to carry on racing as is payable and i.s pai 

by the Western India Turf Club in Bombay, some 2o lakhs. Taxing o 
gambling is one source of revenue. But why don’t you levy a licence f( 
us is done in Bombay? That will get you another 2o to 50 lakhs. Perha) 
the Finance Minister never read through the newsj)apers. (The Hon’b 
Khan Bahadur Moh.a.mmed Am : AVe are getting more than Bombay does 
He is speaking of only gambling tax. We want more, 25 to 00 lakhs i 

the ^hape of licence tee, you w'ill get tliis extra. AA^hy don’t yr 

do that? AVhat sto])s you from trying if? (The Hon'hle M 
Moua.m.mki) Am: AVhat about (irey Hound Pacing?) A\*s, that is not ni 
now’ and as soon as it is run 1 shall ask yon to tax it. 

I think, Sir, generally 1 have done practically the items which I wantc 
to speak on and I do not want to go into the details of the statistics wide 
have been very well hrouglit out by Mr. Badruddiija in his yesterday 
speech and 1 think we cannot surpass him in that respect. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, I ai 

graleful to tlie members who participated in the budget debate for tl 
many valuable and constructive .suggest ioim they liave given. 1 mu 
confess at the outset that the debate in this House was of a very higli ord< 
and ihut the members participated in a very good and constructive spiri 
1 wiNh I could say the same of the debate that took place elsewhere, 
was jiarticularly impressed by the spt‘ech of Mr. Kamini Kumar l>utt 
His a])nroach to our problems in this province was very realistic and vei 
rational. I shall deal with the points that be raised in his speech when 
come to it. 1 propo.se to take up all the points that were raised by tl 
various members who participated in the debate in the order in which the 
made their speeches. Sir, before I do that, 1 have got to make oi 
ohsorvatioTi regarding the very uncharitable remark of my friei 
Mr. Biren Roy. He said it was no use his participating in the debate ; 
this late stage because mv jeply was alread.\ prepared and that I w*/>u 
not be able to adjust myself. He is wrong. This is not the first time th 
1 luave risen to reply to the debate. I^ast year w'hen I presented the bud^ 
estimates for the year 1946-47 I replied to the debate on two successr 
days and if my friend Mr. Biren Roy’s memory does not fail liim, I a 
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sure he will realise that I did not give a written reply to the debate. I 
have with me oi course some sheets of paper in which I have got points 
noted down by me of the issues that were raised by members and if Mr. 
Bii:en Boy^s eyesight is good, and I hope it is good because he is an 
aviator, tnen he will see that the right hand column is blank. I have only 
noted down the points to be replied to from my own memory; of course 
wher I shall have to deal with statistics I shall take recourse to figures 
which I have prepared hut I have no set notes prepared either by myself 
or by the department. With these words I shall first of all deal with the 
points raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. He says that lakhs and lakhs of 
rupees ^expenditure are being incurred under communal education, and he has 
also prote.sted against the provision for the expansion and development of the 
Islamia College, and he calls that provision as communal provision. I am 
afraid that these points were raised in another place and I had to deal with 
them elsewhere but as those same x)ointa have also been raised here I will 
have to go over the same ground here too, but nevertheless 1 want to tell 
honourable members that Muslims are educationally backward thtough 
they form the major proportion of the population of the Province. A 
sound educational policy should reflect the actual proportion of the 
Proviiu'e's population in the schools and colleges in the Province. It 
means that in a Province where Musalmans form ')({ per cent, of the popu- 
lation the number of students in the schools and (‘olleges should also be 
5fl per cent., but what is the actual position? In the vschools and colleges 
we have barely 2o per cent, of Muslim students, and wliat is the reason? 
The reason is that Muslims are not in a position to spend money for the 
education of their chidren; they are economically backward and therefore 
as a natural corollary to this tliey are educationally backward. It is the 
duty ot the State to make facilities available to the backward people so that 
the amenities provided by the State are available to all according to their 
own legitimate rights. Tlmt should be the policy which any (lovernment 
should adopt. But unfortunately Muslims are backward, for reasons 
which are obviousl\ known to honourable members atid I do not want to 
cast aspersion on members either here or elsewhere. But I would like to 
trace the cause of this hackwanlness and it is this: the Mnssalmans, a 
couple of hundred years ago, or even not as far back as that, were the 
ruling nation in the country; they were the rulers and for reasons which 
are historical facts thtdr rule over the (!Ountrv suddenly was transferred to 
British hands. So practically the Muslims fnmi a ruling nation were 
converted into a .subject nation. It was a great change for them and they 
tliertdore could not adjust themselves to that change. There w'as a great 
deal of mental setback, setback in social position, setback in the economic 
position ami setback so far as their mental ecjuilihriiim also was concerned, 
and they naturally resented tlie intruders, the comjuernrs and the rulers. 
They could not come forward to the ruling race for any kind of patronage 
or for loaves and fishes of office. That is why they began to fall back 
but it was not the same .so far as tht* great Hindu community W'as con- 
cerned. 1 am not speaking in any .sense casting any aspersion on that 
great communily. With <lue and great respect to that community, I 
Want to say that at that time they were a subject nation and they remained 
a subject nation. So fur as they were concerned it was only a question 
of a change of masters; they were not s(» much mentally unset and they 
took the fullest possible advantage by co-operating with tlie conquertirs 
and that is why they progressed ahearl and the Muslims fell back. This 
in the rea.son why the Mu.slim8 are today very backw^ard in this Province 
and tliat is the chief reason why Government should provide adetjuute 
facilities so that 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: What about Science College? 

Hon’bl® Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS I will deal wdth all the points 

Mr. Mazumdar holds himseH in patience. The sound policy of the 
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GoTernment is to see tliat eqiml facilities are available to everybody 
But. Sir, whereas in this Province the Muslims should have 56 per cent, 
of the seats in the educational institutions actually they have only 25 pel 
cent, seats and that is why Government is only doing bare justice to the 
Muslims by making a special allotment of 10 lakhs of rupees for the 
creation of a Mushm Education Fund. I hope the honourable members 
will realise this position and will n^t grudge this small amount — rightfully 
it should have been more — for giving educational facilities to the commu- 
nity which is backward. Then, again I may remind the honourable 
members that this allotment has been made by Government on the 
strength of a Resolution adopted by this very House. This Resolution 
was brought by Mr. Nur Ahmed and it was accepted by this House some 
time ago. It urged that a special fund be created for Muslim education 
and if Government implements that resolution of this House it does not 
lie in the mouth of any honourable member of this House to Question 
that grant. Mr. Majumdar spoke of the provision made foi 
the expansion of the University College of Science. I feel that there is 
really a necessity for scientific research and investigation. But what good 
will scientific research do if there is so much mass illiteracy P The problem 
before the Province is mass illiteracy and we must try our very best to 
raise the standard of education of the people to ])rovide literacy for 
every man and woman who inhabit this Province and before that is done 
the question of higher education does not arise. Primary education must 
have priority over higher education. First we shall try our best to make 
primary education available to all, then the question of higher education 
will come. I hope honourable members realise that primary education k 
essentially necessary for the growth and development of the Province am] 
the question of secondary and higher education will come later. Of course, 
Sir, 1 am in sympathy with Mr. Mazumdar about scientific education. It 
is true that scientific education is also very necessary and that is why 
provision is being made by Government for the same. But what I want 
to tell him is that we must not ignore primary education and we must give 
it top priority. But before the question of allotment for primary educa- 
tion, we cannot think of spending huge sums of money for scientific oi 
technical education. At the same time we agree that these heads should 
not be starved. 

Sir, I now come to the boat construction policy. AVith regard to boat 
construction {wlicy, Mr. Majumdar said tliat it is a scandal. Sir, I agree 
that this was a very scandaiou.s thing and I am not holding any brief foi 
the Government who execute<l tliat nolicy. (jovernim*nt was stampeded intc 
that policy, they were driven into that policy, because perhaps Mr. Majum- 
dar will remember that during 1941-42 the Government adopted a denial 
policy and requisitioned no less than dO.dOO boats out of fear and panic 
that this Province would be overrun by the Japanese and that is why by 
requisitioning 3(1,000 boats the entire economy of the Province in the rura' 
areas was disrupted, transport was ' disrupted and the economy was dis- 
rupted because there were a large number of fishermen who used to make 
their living out of these boats. The then Government not only spent ovei 
a crore of rupees in giving effect to the scheme of denial but they alsc 
destroyed most of these boats and they were sold as fuel. 

So, when things improved Government felt the necessity of boats nol 
only for the transport of foodgrains but for giving to people from whom the 
boat which w’as their only means of livelihood, had been requisitioned. 
(Mr. Biren Roy: AVhy dow’t you want His Majesty’s (iovernmenl 
to pay for the boats PJ This pblicy was adopted by a Government of which 
Mr. Haridas Maiumaar was one of the main props and support and there- 
foifc I ask Mr. Majumdar whether it now lies in his mouth to say that. 
(Mr. Haridas MAzrMD.iB: The next corrupt Government took advantage 
of that.) Now, Sir, this was the direct outcome of a policy adopted by a 
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Governaie&t and of a to which Mr. Majumdar belongs. Mr. Hajum* 
dar has talked of Coalition Government and said that it was the need of 
the day. Now, Sir, this is a question of high policy and it is a subject 
on which I am not competent to speak but nonouraole members of this 
House know that the Chief Minister has given his ideas on the subject and 
certainly nobody can gainsay the fact that everybody will welcome a 
Coalition Government which should be formed on common terms without 
sacrificing the aims and objects of any political party of this countiy. 
But I want to say this that the members of the opposite side should not 
deal with the question of Bengal separately. Because you cannot blow hot 
and cold in the same breath. You cannot say that you want a united 
India and a divided Bengal. Now, Sir, the (lemand for the partition- of 
Bengal has been put forward seriously. Everybody knows tliat in the 
year 1905-6 partition was an accomplished fact. (Mr. Biren Roy: I 
was not born then.) Well, it does not matter whether Mr. Roy was born 
then or not. As he says he might have been in an embryonic stage. 1 too 
wa^ not born then. However, the fact remains that there was vehement 
agitation against the partition and the partition was almost an absolutely 
accomplished fact. Therefore this demand that comes forward now means 
that there is a volte face somewhere. I will not enter into the contro- 
versy. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has given a true perspective of this 
demand. He stated that this was a policy of despair. (Mr. Lalit 
(.’iiAXDRA D.\s : Why this despair? Deal with communalism and you 
understand it.) He said that they did not want actual partition but it 
was a policy of despair. I shall (leal with it afterwards. I will come to 
that subject later. So I leave it as it is for the present. 

Then I come to Mr. Sanyal. He said that an Islamic Budget wm 
presented when communal hannony was essential. I agree with him so far 
a:* the question of the essentiality of (‘ommunal harmony is concerned. 
There is no doubt that we and tliat everybody w^ant peace, tramiuillity and 
communal harmony in the Province, becau.se unless the Muslims anil the 
Hindus in this Province live as brothers, unless they co-operat(' with one 
another, the prospects will be really dark and we cannot ])rogre.Hs unless 
^e live in amity and w'e work with one another for the common objecUve, 
namely, the amelioration of the condition of the peoph* an(l Hie raising of 
the standard of the peo})le living in this IVovince and the betterment of 
the Province as a whole. That is true. I would say that the Hindus and the 
Muslims are practically the two main wheels of the chariot of Bengal and 
if the chariot is to progress tlie two wheels must not only revolve in unison 
but tluyv must also revolve in hinmony. Unless that is so one wdll lie a 
wrt of a drag on the other. Neither the Muslims can progress nor the 
Hindus can achieve nrogress if there is no mutual trust, goodwill an(l 
(m-operation. I wruild also say that, though we are in a majority in this 
Province, we cannot do so, as Mr. Kamini Kumar Ihitta has very, correctly 
put it, and w^e have no intention to dominate over the minoritie.s. He has 
extended his hand of co-operation an(f we will grasp that hand of co- 
nperation. We will not only gra.sp tlie hand of co-operation but we w'ill 
beseech him for that co-operation. We have no intention to dominate 
over anybody. We only want that the goodwill of all people sliould be wuth 
us and we only want to improve the lot of the people and thereby we should 
improve and better the condition of this Province. That is our objective, 
(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: You have not replied to my point* Will 
you then yield to and admit that Joint Electorate is a necessity and must 
be conceded?) That is a very minor point, (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: 

I hat IS the point; that is the whole thing.) That question wdll come up 
vrhen the future constitutional machinery is lieing evolved later. 1 am not 
io discuss the future contitutional setup nor to speak on what 
should be the method for the various kinds of electorates. That is a matter 
^hich can be settled later if there is goodwill of the people and if the leader'# 
sit round the table. Mr. Sanya],, said that there was very little sprinkling 
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of funds to the Scheduled Castes for their education. We have granted 
this year an additional sum of 5 lakhs for the Scheduled Castes Fund. It 
was pointed out that the Scheduled Castes being more backward than the 
Muslims deserve greater support than the Muslims. I want to point out 
to this House that by making a provision of 10 lakhs for the Scheduled 
Castes which is e(}ual to the provision made for the Muslims we have 
given them four times weightage, f%ecau8e if the honouarble members will 
look at their population in this Province it will show that the Scheduled 
Castes form }th of the population of Muslims. They are, to be exact, 24-2 
per cent, of the Muslim population in this Province. Therefore by 
providing 10 lakhs for the Scheduled C.'astes we are actually providing four 
times the amount of that allotted per capitn to the Muslims. The per 
capita allotment to tliem is four times that of the Muslims. (Mr. Biren 
Uoy: You speak of the 5 lakhs which was not spent in the year.) This 
whole amount is available for the Scheduled Castes education in the year 
194748, namely, 10 lakhs of rupees. (Mr. Biren Rov. Including o lakhs 
which was not spent.) No question of that. Five lakhs recurring and 
hvp lakhs non-recurring. Perhaps Mr. Biren Roy has been more busy in 
other matters tlian in the examination of the Budget Estimates. 
Mr. Sanyal has referred to the Brooklyn Ice Plant and he has made some 
adverse criticism but he does not realise that this ice plant has been taken 
over from the Disposals. It was an American plant and has been taken 
over for the purpose of helping the imi)orting of fish into ('aloutta. 
Because of the scarcity of ice tlie fish trade cannot thrive. Fish cannot 
be brought into Calcutta. This plant for the manufacture of ice will go 
a long way towards solving the acute shortage of ice for the purpose of 
keeping the fish in good condition for the consumers in Calcutta and else- 
when*. So this provision is really productive scheme because it will not 
mean any loss to Government. It is a self-financing scheme and at the 
same time it supplies sufficient materials for the fishing trade. Govern- 
ment is not mercenary and has to look to the interests of the people. 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhuri has given us his good wishes and 
he hnp(>s success will atteml on our endeavours in our financial resettle- 
ment with the Government of India. I thank him for giving us his good 
wishes and I think that he reali.ses the position that a great injustice has 
been dom* to Ihuigal under Niemeyer Award and the financial settlement 
with Bengal continues to be ex])loited by the centre. ( luterru])tion ) I 
know that great constitutional changes are impending and I know that 
Bengal s finances will ])e solved, I mean the difficulties regarding the 
financial stringency of Bengal will be solved, once Bengal is allowed to 
get all the revenues to which she is entitled. She will then be the richest 
Province in the country; she wdll have tlu* largest revenue of over one 
hundre<l crort*s, more than most of tin* other ju'ovinces will lie able to boast 
of. I maintain that Bengal is rich in mineral resources, rich in all kinds 
of possible ways, it has got two ports and the Province is the most fertile 
in the country and therefore Bengal will be the richest and most progres- 
8iv(‘ country not only in India but in the East if once Bengal is able to 
break away from her shackles not only from England but also from the 
Centre. Mr. Roy (’howdhury has referred to the vital statistics for the 
year 194(1 but I want to point out to him and to some members who have 
made criticisms regarding them and I want to say that when I said that 
the year 1949 w'as the healthiest year in Bengal I meant that the vital 
statistics show the death-rate under malaria and cholera and other disease.s 
was the lowest in the Proviut^». Not only on the basis of per mille figure 
but on the basis of total population also, because I have checked the figures 
and found that even after the unfortunate deaths of so many Iversons 
during the 194d famine, the population of 194() was not less than that of 
the year 1943, because the loss due to famine was counterbalanced by an 
increase in the birth rate, and the population was ahnost the same in 1946 
as it was in 1^43. Therefore when I quoted the figures I was not only 
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preseating an over-all picture but I was also presenting the ratio figures 
that ia, per miUe, and I will give the House some figures in this connection. 
We have got the recorded statistics since the year 1920 and I cannot go 
beyond that because there is no record prior to that date, I may say that 
in the year 1920 the ratio of per mille census of population that is the total 
number of deaths was 32*7 and 301. It came down in the year 1946 to 18, 
the lowest and the ratio per miUe of population so far as malaria is 
concerned was 5 ”) in 1946; from lo-8 it has come down to 5*5. Now, so 
far as cholera is concerned, from 1-2 the highest was 3-6 in 1943 and from 
3-6 the lowest recorded in 1946 is -5 only. 

Now, Sir, so far as small[Mix is concerned the highest was 2-3 in the 
year 1944. In the year 1944 the ratio per mille of census of population 
was 2*3 and last year it was only -1. Not only that the general death rate 
was low in tlie year 1946 on the basis of not only overall census of popula- 
tion but also on the basis of per mille of population. So the honourable 
members will realise that Bengal had the healthiest year in 1946. By that 
I do not mean to say that the honourable members should run away with 
the idea that it is enough and more improvement is not necessary. Far 
from it, tlie posiiioii is still very had and people are still dying of cholera, 
smallpox and other preventihle diseases. There is no reason why this 
should not be prevented. Every ounce of our energy should be directed 
towards the eradication of tliese preventihle diseases. I do not think that 
we should stop here thinking that we have done enougli and now we cun 
rest. That should not be our policy. Even this 1 per mille of persons 
tliat die ol smallpox is itself very unfortunate. Smallpox has been eradi- 
cated from all other countries why then should it not he eradicated from 
our Province and we shall take all .sorts of measures until it is put down 
to the zero point. So far as the Public Health grants are concerned 
honourable memhers will see that in the budget estimate W(' have provided 
for one lakh of ru]>ees for Public Health cani])uigii. AVe liave done so 
be cause it is proposed to carry on a tearing and raging campaign through- 
out the length and breadth of this Province for educating pco])le on public 
health, lor educating tlu* people to fake vacciimtion ami clndera inoculation 
and to »‘ducatc the people to live a inon* hygienic life. These things are 
iiece.ssarv. rnfortunalely our people do nf)t knou nian> of tin* important 
conditions of good living and sanitary and hygienic living. Sr» it is the 
dnt> ot th(‘ (iovernnient to educate tliein in these matteis and for tliat 
purpose in this year’s hudg'et we have made a jirovision for public, health 
cam])aign wliich we should carry on throughout the huigfh and hrt'adth of 
the Province. But I think. Sir, that the grant of one lakh of rupees is 
inadequate and that it may he neee.ssary for us to cf)nu* up again for the 
uugnientatiim of this provi.sion. For the present we have made a sort of 
Oil hor allotment and I think no member of this House will grudge the 
expenditure made for educating the people in hygienic methods of living 
and of preventing di.seases. 

Sir, I have dispo.sed of the (piestion of one lakli which has been raised 
by Mr. Birendra Kumar Roy (liowdhury. He said that every good man 
should liave liis due. 1 entirely agiee and from the trend of my n^ply it 
is apparent that we also want that every man, woman and child should 
have his or her due — that he should have u decent living and be a free 
citizen. 

Now, I come to Mr. Nur Ahmed. He ha.s rai.sed certain constitutional 
points. He has said that this House has very little power with regard to 
financial matters. I do not want to enter into that controversy. I know 
how jealous this House has been over that position. I am liere In mere 
suffereiice and so it is not proper for me to enter inb) a constitutinoal 
controversy over which this House has been agitating for some time past. 
Mr. Nur Ahmed wa.s perfectly right when he said that the budget could 
have been balanced if grants ^der nation-building department could be 
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minimised. Now, Sir, it is very easy to balance a budget. If Govenunent 
can ruthlessly cut down expenditure under the nation-building department® 
it can always balance a Budget. Mr. Biren Roy says why we do not cut 
down the Civil Supplies Department. I claim to know Mr. Biren Roy 
very well and I cannot imagine how he could of all persons say like that. 
Now, Sir, this department is there to meet an emergency— to supply food 
to the people. Of course, if we can cut down the expenditure under the 
Civil Supplies Department, we can thereby meet our deficit. Mr Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury asked why we incurred so much loss in the transaction 
of foodstuffs. He has made some allegations and he is not present in the 
House. He said that he could not understand why this department could 
not be run on a commercial basis. I do not know what to say if a 
responsible member like him says this. I admit that if we run this 
department on a commercial basis there would be no loss. But, Sir, 
Government is not mercenary. The duty of the Government is to see that 
foodgrains are available at a cost which is within the means of the poor. 
Mr. Morgan also wanted to know wliy this loss on account of subsidized 
foodgrains. I may explain this fully. Government procure rice at 
Rs. 11-4 per maund and this rice is available to the consumers in Calcutta 
and elsewhere in the rationed areas at Its. IG a maund. It seems to the 
uninitiated from this that there is sufficient margin and therefore there 
should be no reason for the loss. Now, this is the naked price at which 
Government buy from the rural people. The following are the charges 


that the Government has to incur: — 





Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Grain 

11 

4 

8 

Gunny 

0 

G 

0 

Purchasing agent’s commission 

0 

3 

0 

Handling commission 

0 

3 

0 

Transit including freight 

0 

12 

0 

Storing charge 

0 

8 

0 

Storage loss at 5 per cent. 

0 

10 

8 

Total 

la 

lo 

4 

This is the average cost to Government. 

At this rate Government sell to 


the wholesalers. Government do not sell direct to the consumers. There 
aie private grain shops in Calcutta — (Mr. Biren Roy : Will the Hou’ble 
Minister please state how' in normal time when rice used to be sold at 
Ks. 4 or Us. 5 per maund in the interior villages, the grocer could sell the 
same at a profit of only 8 annas per maund and still thrive on it^) 1 do 
not know what they were doing unless I have full facts on this from 
Mr. Biren Roy. (Mr. Biren Roy: This fact is known to everbody — not 
to Biren Roy alone; every businesj^man knows it.) 1 do not know if 
Mr. Biren Roy had any interest in rice dealings but I must plead my 
ignorance. I had no experience in dealing in rice, but 1 have produced 
rice. 1 cannot say that 1 know nothing about rice; I am a grower and not 
a dealer in rice and 1 do not know about its transactions. So I say that 
this is the average cost to Government and Government sells it to whole- 
salers at less than the cost which Government have to incur and there- 
fore you have raised the question of subsidy and in this cost to Government 
ive do not take into account the establishment charges. Now if Govern- 
ment wanted to make the d^artinent a self-supporting one. Government 
would not only have to sell it at over the cost at which it is procured but 
Government will also have to debit to the cost of procurement the estab- 
lishment charge of the whole department and directorates and if this were 
done rice will have to be sold at a much higher rate. Probably you know 
that rice is being sold at the level of Rs, 20 in several districts even now. 
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And BOW what happens? People are getting rice in rationed areas and in 
modiAed rationed areas at a price less than the cost price to the Govern< 
men! and leas than that prevalent in the mofusil. (Mr. Bnt£N Bot: 
That is true.) So the question of subsidy is always there and that is whj 
Government incurs loss on foodgrain transactions. Mr. Nur Ahmed 
commented that Primary Education is proposed to be introduced in only 
six districts of the Province and not in all the districts. That is true. 
The cost of introducing free and compulsory primary education in the 
entire province is colossal and Government have not sufficient funds to 
introduce it all at once throughout the whole Province. So it is to be 
introduced in some selected districts and graduaally the process of 
introduction will continue in other districts. 8o this cannot be introduced 
all at once everywhere. Mr. Nur Ahmed will realize the stupendous nature 
of this task and he cannot expect Government to introduce free and com- 
pulsory primary education in all the districtvs of the province in one year. 
(Mr. Buoy Singh Nahar : What about the Education cess that you are 
realising?) That money is being realised by the District School Boards 
and that money is not sufficient. If the honourable member is aware of 
the working and administration of District School Boards he wdll realise 
that this education cess realised by the District School Boards is not at 
all sufficient to meet even now' the cost of primary education, apart from 
the question of it being free and compulsory. If (iovernment are to make 
priiuar\ education compulsory then .sufficient institutions must be provided 
so that all the children of school-going age could be accommodated in 
these primary schools. It means setting up of a very great number of 
primary schools all over the district, where it is introduced. But even 
now the School Boards are not able to meet their establishment expenses, 
even for the lesser number of primary schools, from out of the funds which 
they gel from the education {*ess and Government have to considerably 
augment the resources of the District School Boards and 1 am sure that 
Mr. Nahar — probably he does not know anything about the working of 
the School Boards — if he tries to tind out the j)Osition he will be satisfied 
that Government have been making large subventions to the District 
School Boards to carry on the administration of jirimary education in the 
district. But as soon as the (piestion of compulsory primary education 
comes in a large number of .school.^ will have to be established throughout 
the whole district so that an adequate number of institutions will be ready 
to arcomniodate the increased numlier of pupils. (Mr. BiREN Roy: 
What are the districts selected?) I am atraiii I cannot say it correctly 
and 1 do not think that the districts have been finally selected but as far 
as 1 know' the principle is that there should be one district selected from 
each Division of this Province. Perhaps the criterion will he the district 
in which the education cess w’as introduced the earliest. 1 tliink that 
that is the principle; one distriet in each Division and that district wdicre 
the cess was introduced the earliest. That is, the district where the School 
Board was set up the earliest W'ill he taken into the .scheme. I am sure 
the House will realise the reasonahlene.s.s ot the jiolicy, namely, first come, 
first served. 

Then, again, Mr. Nur Ahmed raised the question of prohibition. It 
is a ticklish question and a question wiiich bristles w'ith great difficulties. 

I am sure the House realises tliut there is a great feeling in favour 
of the introduction of prohibition even though the evil of drink is not so 
very great in this Province as in many other Provinces. Here so far as 
the actual Bengalees are concerned, they are not suffering from the drink 
habit so much; the evil is not so great .so far as they are concerned. It 
is the foreign element in the population w'ho take recourse to drinking 
and therefore though we agree that prohibition should be introduced we 
should consider the question of the evil which is nrevalent in the indus- 
trial areas and introduce prohibition gradually and not all at once, and 
even we should very carefully watch its effect and repercussions. 
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Members of this House know that prohibition wm introduced in America 
a long time ago and after introduction other evils unforttmately cropped 
up, namely, bootlegging, traffic in illicit liquor and there was also 
gangsterism, and other evils, so much so that tney became such a nuisance 
that the Government of the United States had to resile from the position 
they had taken up and made the country wet again and America was no 
longer dry. Pussyfoot Johnson agitated and spread such revolu- 

tionery ideas but they did not wort when put into practice. Similarly, 
Afganistan became dry and paid the penalty. King Amanullah had gone 
abroad and came back to his country with a chockfull of ideas and he 
wanted <o change the face of the country in one day by prohibiting drink 
and be had to pay the extreme penalty and lost his throne. There- 
fore what I say is this: no radical change should be effected unless the 
effects are carefully examined; the change must be gradual because as soon 
as prohibition is introduced many kinds of evil will come in all at once. 
People similarly say that racing should be abolished. As I said sometime 
ago in connection with the introduction of a proposal for increasing the 
tax on betting and amusements, the gambling instinct is inherent in 
human beings and if it is tried to be thwarted it will come out in a 
different form or shape. I do not want to bore the House with the doctrine 
of Freud but people who know’ human psychology will realise that if there 
is any kind of repression its reactions and repercussions exhibit themselves 
in an ugly fashion in human beings. So the effects of prohibition may 
be w’orse than the actual habit itself. Therefore this question of after- 
effects must be tackled very carefully and ]>rohibition can only be intro- 
duced very gradually, AVe do not want to have a radical change. I agree 
that W’e should make an experiment w’ith it and we have therefore done so. 
We have made an ex]K*riment in Bakarganj district — it was tried this year, 
ns honourable members may know’. Noakhali was also tried last year; it 
was tried once before but during the war proliibilion was susptMided but 
since w’o assumed office last year we made tin* district f)f Noakhali and 
certain areas contiguous to the district — I mean the district of Tippera 
or perhaps I am not jirobably very sure, — w’cnt dry. This year we have 
made the district of Bakarganj dry and have been watching the results, 
and if it succeeds w’e sliall extend prohibition to other areas of the Province. 

Sir, Mr. Nur Ahmed also raised the (juestion of conversion of the 
medical schools in the province to colleges. 1 agree with him that we should 
improve the standard of the medical education. But I want to draw* the 
attention of Mr. Nur Ahmed to one important point and that is that there 
are tw'o different schools of thought with regard to this — one school of 
thought thinks that the standard of the medical education should be 
raised and I may say that Dr. Iv. S, Hoy said some time ago in this House 
that we are having tw’o kinds of doctors one for the rural areas and the 
other for urban areas. He enquire<l whether it was eontemjilated that for 
urban areas there would be better class of doctors and for rural areas there 
w’ould be cheaper doctors — is the life of villagers cheaper than the life of 
men of the towmP That question w’as raised by Dr. Roy last year and I 
dealt with it. I replied that that was not so. (Vrtainly Government 
consider the life of every individual as sacred and the same. There is no 
difference. I have also said many times on the floor of this House and 
other House that this Government have a definitely rural bias. This 
Government feel tliat the same amenities should be provided both for 
rural and urban areas and tow’ns. But sufficient justice has not been done 
to the rural areas and it is high time that Government should now’ direct 
its attention from urban to ruwl areas. Now, Sir, as to the question of 
upgrading the standard of medical education, as I have said, there are 
two schools of thought— one is that the standard of medical education 
should be rais^ and there should not l>e licentiates as at present who are 
• not fully qualified, only half qualified, and therefore they are dangerous to 
society ana human beings because little knowledge is dangerous, they have 
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not trainmg and experience and they cannot deal with diseases. 

The seciili school of thought is that it is desirable to have better qualified 
doctors.* But this country is poor and the people living in the village are 
half-fed and half-clothed and open to death from starvation and from other 
diseases. So at the same time whatever rudimentary medical relief is 
possible should be given to them. Then most of the people in the raofussil 
cannot afford a longer education for Iwing qualified as doctors. They 
cannot afford it. So there should be some medical schools in the mofussil 
which should be within the reach of the poor and the education should be 
cheap so that we may have a greater outturn of doctors. Now, Sir. thus 
the issues will be two, namely, wliether quality should liave the paramount 
consideration or the quantity should have the paramount consideration, 
because the members will realise that if you want to raise tlie quality the 

quantity will naturally go down. This was repeated in tne fihore 

(’mmittee’s recommendations, namely, that the coimfry need a very large 
number of doctors to cope with the health problem of the rural area and 
our outturn will be slowed down and retarded if we go for higher etlucation 
suddenly, to get the optimum number of doctors. Therefore (iovernment feel 
that they should choose a via medHa course between the two. So 
Government are going forward with their schemes of medical schools and 
colleges gradually and propose to keep some medical schools for some time, 
l^ast year the Medical School of Dacca was convt*rted into a college and 
«e are going to liave this year two extra medical colleges in Hengal. 
Then we will have the Campbell Medical School converted into a college. 
It was due to be done this year but we are not doing so. It will be 

converted into a college next year or the year after. 

The question of the Chittagong Medic 4 Jil School and other medical 
scliools will come in due course and 1 assure the House that Government 
contem]dating to convert these scliools into colleges. We feel that there 
sbonld be sufficient number of doctors and licwitiafes in the [irovince with 
jn-oper qualifications, 

Mr. Nur Ahme<I complained that most of (he schemes were prepared 
(luring the 93-regime and wanted to know whether those scdiemes have 
been scrutinised or not. 1 can give this assurance that all tliese schemes 
have Imen very carefully scrutinised by the present Ministry and scliemes 
which liad to be modified have been modified and schemes whicli had to lie 
altered have been altered and some schemes have been rejected as tliey 
were considered to be useless. Therefore be may remain content that this 
Ministry has not adopted schemes without scrutiny and examination. 

Hai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Hoy said that the llon’ble Finance Minister 
had appeared in the role of a beggar. I do not want to disjuite that 
v^tateraent. The Finance Minister has always to be a beggar as he has to 
depend for the revenues on the people of this Province. So far as this 
(juestion is concerned, I fully agree. But when he says that 1 beg from 
tlie India Government, I join issue with him, I differ, 1 urn not in the 

role of u beggar before the Governmynt of India. Because we feel — 

(Mr. Amulyadhone Roy: We have a right.) Yes, we have a right 

to get it from the Government of India. They take large amount of taxes 

from this Province. Great injustice has been done to this J^rovince in the 
allocation of finances by Sir Otto Nieiiieyer. We want a readjustment of 
those revenues. Sir, Bengal pays 07^ crores to the Centre as import duties 
from the Chittagong and Calcutta Ports, crores for jute duty of which 

'>nly 1 crore it gets from the ('entre. Last year it got 1 crore and this 

year the duty has been enhanced and therefore the Centre will get more 

from Bengal. I shall give you the figures Well, I cannot find them 

.iust now. However, I speak from memory. I think Centre realised 17 

crores as income-tax last year from Bengal. Now, if Mr. Biren Hoy 

totals these figures he will find that they will amount to 100 crores, I 
have left out revenues from the railways and post and telegraphs, stamps. 
^ 0 , as I was saying we are not actually beggars before the Government of 
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* India. We are demanding our legitimate rights. I flunk the Baha- 
dur will correct himself, if he again says that we are beggata hefdre thd 
Government of India, I lodge my vehement protest against that remhrk. 

As regards Mr. Mobarak Ali’s complaint that this budget has done 
little to alleviate the distress of the cultivators I may say that we have a 
rural bias and if he would examine the budget estimates and scrutinise 
them he would find that much ^ been done to improve the condition of 
the people of this Province. We have several large irrigation projects, 
viz., Damodar project, the Mor project, Teesta Valley scheme, other irri- 
gation schemes and other schemes for re-excavation of derelict tanks, 
khals, etc. We have also got schemes for improving the seeds of the 
agriculturists, namely, the seed multiplication farms and various other 
schemes enumerated in the budget estimates. All thdse have been drawn 
up and are calculated to do good to the j)eople living in the rural areas. 

Sir, now I come to Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta’s remarks. As I said 

before, his approach to the problem was very realistic and very rational 

and I hope that the spirit in which he ottered his criticism was very 
laudable. I very much appreciate it and I am grateful to him for the very 
many noble sentiments that he expressed. I think if there were more 
leaders like him and if the view that he has taken is shared by other 

leaders of his party Bengal’s trouble will be over. 1 say this in all 

sincerity that llengal’s trouble will be over if the views and sentiments 
expressed by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta are shared by other leaders of his 
party. He said that the Hindus and the Muslims, if they work in unison 
and cM)-operute with each other, we can do the greatest possible good to the 
Province. That is true. I have already stated previously what I felt 
about the position, namely, titat Bengal eannol progress unless there is 
mutual trust and goodwill between the two major communities. 
(Mr. Bireii Hoy: Did any member on this side .sa> that the Hindu.^^ and 
the Muslims should fight with each other? Why do you harp on the same 
point so much?) There have been members who have been saying many 
kinds of things which are not calculated to the ])romotion of communal 
harmony and goodwill. As I was saying before the interru])tion, that 
was tlie spirit, Sir, in which the debate was conducted f)n tin* floor of this 
House and 1 said also that I could not say the same thing of the debate 
M'hich was conducted elsewhere. Thei*e wen* several blows aimed at me 
below the belt and if Mr. Biren Hoy goes through the proceedings of that 
House he will realizt* \\h\ I am adverting to this theme f)ver and (►ver 
again; it is because, us l iiave said at tlie outset, 1 appreciate the spirit 
in which the members of this House participated in the budget discussions. 
Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta said that this demand for the partition of Bengal 
is a demand born out of desperation and he says that Bengal shouhl he 
united. T want in this connection also to refer to the remark of Mr. Biren 
Roy as he said that Bengal should be united to the ( entre, which is true. 
Now, in Mr. Kamini Kumar Ihitta’s approach to the problem he was 
thinking of Bengal, (ertainly we* all want to think of Bengal first and 
foremost but Mr. Biren Hoy waji talking with his tongue in his cheek, 1 
sluTuld say, because he sometimes talks ns if his intdinatiou is towards 
Bengal and then he talks in a manner as if he is owing allegiance to the 
Centre. But I want to make this clear that we want to be free, we do 
not want any domination, as far as we are concerned, either foreign domi- 
nation or central domination. I think the Hindus and Muslims of this 
Province and the other minority communities will agree that we do not 
want to be dominated, we want to be absolutely free, we want to be free 
in this Province, we want 4o .shake ott the shackles of foreign bondage; 
we want to shake ott completely and we do not want to be .shackled either by 

the Centre or by any other foreign power. Therefore in that sense 

(Mr, Lalit Chandra Das: Then forget your two-nation theory and shed 
TOur communal outlook.) Many-iiation theory. What is America? 
There are many nations living in America. 
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Mr# PRESIDENT: Mr. Das. the members have raised certain issues 
in their speeches and you have raised some in yours and the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has ever\ rijilit to reply to them and you should listen 
to him with patience. 

The H0fl»ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: What is America? Sir, 1 was 
asked a cjuestioii a^ t(» lu>w this two-nation 1he<^r^ wt)uld act in a united 
Ben^ral. My answer to tliat is how it acts in America winch is inhabited 
b.\ Englishmen, Italians, Oermans and other peo])Ie of otlu'r nationalities? 
Hov\ are they governed there — all these jreople of ilitVerent nationalities? 
(Ml. Bikkn Ko^ . But there is no separate electorate there, i Ot course 
1 do not want to go into <iuestions of constitution. The\ have certainly 
now evolvt*<l a constitution which is satisfactory to all aiid by which oV 
under wlncli they can call themselves Americans, and forget other consi- 
derations. Theietoie 1 see no reason why. 's\ith the spint which motivated 
Mr. Kainini Kiiniai Diitt, wt* should not also ha\e a united Bengal witli a 
constitution satisiactory to all concerned, so that Mussalmans and Ilinilus 
will not ieel that they' aia^ ilominated by the otht*r and tluMcioia* then’ cultural 
lights will he ke])t intact and all the (‘ommunities will h«* aide to part icii),( ti* 
in the go\ernance ot the ju’ovince lor the (‘ommon good (d alt. I do not 
see why that Is not p(»ssi)de in independent liengal. (.Mr. Bii{)'..n B(n : In 
Aineiica ■lt-w> can \ote tor Christians, will (ht‘ conditions he same hi‘r ? ) 

J Want to ijimte Mr. Diitta w Inm In* says that — Sii, I cannot hut make one 
furthei (jintlation iioin ^Ii. Duttti s s[>t*ech. Jle said, “the (wo comniunil 'es 
in Bengal aie internii.xed and you cannot improve the lot (d one conimtinil\ 
without doing soun* good to the other". He .says a ver\ salutary thing. 
Sii. in this connection I am reminded (d another (jtndation and it is this: 
“Happiness is a iiertume which you canind pour on otheis without getting 
a lew drops youiself". Theietoie, when Mi. Dutta e.\|>ressed those senti- 
ments how veiy coru'ct and right he was: vou cannot do any good to unv 
community wdthout getting anything your.self. 

Sir, the loss on boats amounting to .several croros and the lows on 
subsidized tood, 1 have already dealt with it. Again, Mr. Hamidul Hmi 
( howdhury, 1 wonder if he is here in tliis Hou.se, J do not know what 

was his actual teeling when he .said that e.vcept for the Chief Minister all 

the other Ministers were really no })et(er than head assistants in the 
Bengal Secretariat. He is not here, and so I do md want to reply to him. 
Sir, wlien I was a hoy of d or t> years of age, 1 used to read a lot of fairy 
tales, stories, interesting stories, and Aesops Fables was one of them. 
There was a story there which ended with the remark that “the graiieii 
are sour”. 

His ne.xt question w^as the loss on food, and 1 have answered that 

question. He also wanted to know about the Kanchiapara Develojiment 

scheme. He wanted to know what will be the set up and what wo propose 
to do in the matter. Sir, Kanchrapaja is being administered bv the 
L(»cal Self-Government Dejiartinent ; it is a vast piece of land that was 
occupied by the inilitiiry ; tlie (jiovernment <d B^uig-al projiose to take it up; 
a jiart of the land will he allocated tf) the Central Government for the 
Construction of a locomotive workshop and anothf*r juirt for an Institute of 
Higher Technology which will be (‘stahlished by the (eiitial (lovernment . 
Alter that the remaining portion of the area will be utilised bu- Govein- 
menCs making allotment to certain industries so that the countr\’s 
Hidustrialisation mav prog-ress ami als<» tr» make airangements foi housing 
in order to relieve the congestion in Cahoitta. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Fourtef*n humlied or 14,tM)(C' 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know wliat the e.\ .et 

area is but it i^ a v.ist area. In a j»ait of this area we have established 
our T. B. Hospital. 



422 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. [18th Maech, 


1 now come to the points raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. He said 
tliat tli(' limit of taxation has been reached. Of course, Sir, this question 
has to he examined from all points of view. So far as incidence of taxa- 
tif>ri tr> the provincial exchequer is concerned the limit of taxation has not 
l)eeri readied, because a lot of money paid by the agriculturists is going 
to the eoft'ers of the Government of India. But if we take the whole 
taxation of tin* I^rovince, then no taxatifm is higlier than any other Pro- 
vince. At ])r(*sent the incidence of taxation in Bengal is not much higher 
than the other Provinces in India because liere we have a tenancy system 
vdiich quite different from the tenancy system of other Provinces. But 
ii th(‘ entire* amount paid by the agriculturists is taken into account or 
alter the alwdition ot the ztunindaiy s\stem when the land is nationalised 
then it will be higher than an> other Province. We lioju' that alter the 
al»(ditinii of th(‘ zemindary system when the money is realised by the (rov- 
einmeiii direct then not only the Government will be benefitted financially 
but then it will be possible for Mr. Jialit Chandra Das to sa^ that the 
incidence of taxation is liigher than an> other Province; but at jiiesent it 
is not. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has also referred to the IK*bt Settlement 
Act and said that th(‘ Debt Settlement Act and the Debt Settlement Board 
has ruined many Hindu middle-class families and that with the introduc- 
tion oi Bargah Act \\liatev(*r remains will go. What T want to say 
uitli I'cgard to this jioint is that this Debt Settleimuit Act has come into 
operation because the ]»oor piaiple hav(* }>een exjdoited by the middle-class 
jieojile. So It was the dut\ of ( i(»v<*rnment to bring this Legislation so as to 
stop this (‘xploitalion of tin* rich against the ])oor ])eo])](*. It was witli that 
end in view that this Act was biought into force and it has done sufficient 
giied t(» the jioor people of tin* Ib'ovince. There is no gainsaying the fact 
that it Is the dui\ of Government to jirevent exploitation of tlH‘“have nots". 
It Is ilie dut,\ of fiovmmment to prot(‘ct the ])(‘ 0 ]de from ojipressiim, 
liiiiassmeiit tind ex]doitation. 

I now come to tin* jioints raised b\ ^Ir. Ghyasiiddin Pathan. He said 
that injustice has been done to the agriculturists m Bengal and that most 
of ih(‘ Government schemes are for the benefit of Western Bengal peo])le. 
Of course it Is correct that w’e have got a ver\ big scheme tor the develo])- 
meiit (d the West(‘rn Bengal, namely, the Damodar Valley Irrigation Pro- 
ject. But it is a st‘lf-financing scheme. W e have also a similar scheme for 
the Noitli Bengal, that is the Tista Valle> Scheme. If that is materialised 
the ]»eople of North liengal will have no grievaiUM*. Mr. Pathan also 
lemaiked that the I'lnance Minister has not been inspired b\ any sense of 
local ]iatriotism and that he has not shown sufficient interest tor North 
Bengal. That reminds me of a very nice stor.\ . One gentleman was 
addressing a meeting— a political meeting in England — and they wanted 
some sort of home-rule. Some body wanted home-rule for Irelaml and 
others for Isle of Wight and one gentleman wanted home-rule for Hell. 
The man at once jumped up and said that is right. Let every man have 
honie-Tule for his own country. (Laughter.) Now, Sir, nobody can for- 
g(‘t his own country. 1 come from Bogra. I have close affinity with that 
district and shall nlwa\s think of giving the greatest benefit to my own 
district. It will be my natural inclination. At the same time it is my 
dut>. b(*ing in the Government, to l(H>k to the whole Province. I have 
be(*n put on trust by the representatives of the people. Therefore I should 
not liaM* any bias for any particular district even it be my own district. 

Now about the Dacca Medical College. This was started long ago. 
The Lakt* Medical College will come into existence this year. The 
t'ampbell Medical School wilPbe mmle a cidlege next year or the year after 
the next. Therefore it may be said that there w*ili be two new Medical 
I’olleges in Calcutta and near about ('alcutla. A suggestion has been made 
that the auxiliary hospitals should be made permanent. 1 entirely agree 
with it. They liave (lone the greatest good to the people living in the 
rural areas. Hospitalisation of the rural areas has been one of our 
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schemes. Through these hospitals we have been able to provide more than 
20,900 beds all over the Province. Now, we want to redistribute these 
beds on the basis of population. The^e hospitals were started at a time 
when theie was food ^carcity in the Province and they were started in 
the districts where the famine comlition prevailed with tlw* result that 
iiianv districts were ignored. We want to redistribute these beds fairly, 
justly and equitably. Therefore we are to cut down the nuinher of hos- 
pitals in the districts \\hieli have got inoie than their legitimate share. 
(Tovernment will now euitail the numh«M ot hospitals in particular areas. 
The\ will immedmteh’ take the l)a('ca and the Earnlpur ilistriets. 
Because there tht‘ hospitals are tar in excess of the miniher to whiidi they 
are entitled. B\ curtailment the ( i(»vernni<‘nt ^^lll provnh* llicse hospitals 
in aieas wheie theit* is none oi when* tln-o* aie in smaller numhi'r than tindr 
legitimate .shaie, Th(^se ‘JO.tMMI be<ls cost (ioveinnient ITtl lakhs ol rupees. 

AVe do not know vhat the finanmal position Mill be alter b years. So 
] (‘aiiiiot assuie the House that these hospitals muII lie ])erinanent hut every 
eflort Mill be made to keej) them jiermaneiitl.x during the h\e->ear i>eriod. 
But for the piesent the sclienie has the .sanction tor five >ears but 1 do 

not sei' aiiv nmson Mh> tlnvse ho>]utals should not be iinnh' jaoiiianent 

bt'yond b >ears. Sii, the time is shoi t and I think I have only 10 minutes 
more Mithin Mhieh to finish m.\ repl> . I Mill noM' taki* up the points 
raistal h\ Ml. Moigaii, Man,\ ot the points raised Iin him liave already 
beeti <leali Mitli. < hie is the (piestion (d subsidising tin* fomlgraiiis tran- 
sactions. I huM‘ aheady dealt with it. Jle has tlnui iideired to the 

Muslim League and said that tlie\ should eiitei tin* Constituent Assemblu 
That ]s a matter ot high p(di(\\ and it is not toi nn* to niaki* any comments. 
He has said about the loss on Boat ( buisti uction Programme. 1 have 
aheady said something about it. t>t course it is ver\ untortunate that this 
loss has lieen ineuiied Init Me Mant to cut doMii oiii loss If 1 nia_\ take 
the House into ((uifideme the\ Mill be amazed to hear a proposal Minbdi I 
had to tact* betoie the Budged Lstimates Mere juesiuited to the ]lous(\ 
As Finance Ministm' all ptoposals ironi tin* diiicienl department come up 
to me. 1 received a proposal fi*om tin* ( ivil Supplies Jh'partmeril and tlie 
jiioposal Mas that Me shttuld s]M*nd 7!l lakhs ol iupe(‘s on boat dis[)osal and 
itoat maintenain'e Mith the idea cd reco\eting bt) lakhs dust imagirn* the 
jiosjti/m dust imagine the ]>osition of the hiiancral implication of tin* pro- 
sal. that Me should sptoid 7!t lakhs id lUpees to ic‘eover bO lakhs When thi.s 
}Mo])osal came u]) to the I'lliance* Dep.irtmeiit Me s(*rut iniscd it; \m* m’cm'O 
amazed. Me Mere astounded be\ond Moids to pist imagine that a (jovct'U- 
nnuit department suggests a ]»ioposal to spend Ct lakh.s ol rupees for tho 
jMlipose (d disjrosing of boats i(» lecover oti lakhs, ati outiig^ht loss f>t 20 
laklis. AVe had a conference and in that eoiilerence J conveyed my deci- 
sion that I sliall not spend a single ]»i('e be\ond tlie ’{Ist Maich 1047 over 
the maintenanci* (d boats (*r for then disjiosal. !he\ should eitlier be sold 
loi the best jiossible puces offeied, oi sold as fuel or sunk in the river or 
gi\en aMa> grati- to the deseiving ])ooi^, and indhrng Mill lie spent on them 
be\ond the 01 -t Maich. This unideas.irit chapter must be closeil once and 
lor all on the dlst March. That Mas the outline that I gavi*. But I Mant 
to tell you this thing th.it in the Budget Lstimates (I am surprised that 
mmnbers havt* not commented on it) is shoMii some amount of expendi- 
ture for the maintenance ot tiiese b(»ats Mhieh. hoMexer, Mill md bo 
nicurred, I ma> sax. This it<*m Merit into the budget before the different 
items *wt‘re ]uojierly .sciutiniscd ami Me did md fc‘e] like cutting it out and 
‘'O let It remain as thei’c mu- surjdus. But 1 Mant to assun* th(* Houso 
tliat the amount piovided for maintenance, disposal and transport of thcso 
boats xvill not be spent. Mr. Nur Abmed laised the (juestion of advance.s 
to the agriculturists. He xvanled to krioM* what arrangements Me hax^o 
got lor the re(*overy of those adxarices arid what is our jrolicv regarding 
granting of advances, I mean, loans to agriculturiHfH. In this connection 
1 want to say that of course Bie po.sition of advancing loans was very 
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unsatisfaclory au(i loans were made to agriculturists by certain Government 
ofhcials in such a manner as to make it difficult tor Government to realise 
the monev. Theretoie we are coming forward with an amendment of the 
Public Demands Recovery Act which will enable Governinent to recover 
these arlvunces made to agriculturists under j^rovisions of that Act. That 
will enable us to effect speedy recovery of the advances already made and 
to f)e made in future. That will put things on a more satisfactory footing 
and these bad assets it you call it, will be converted into good and nioi’e 
dej<endable assets. 

And so far as the expenditure is concerned we have already appointed at 
high level an accr)unts officer in order to ])ut the thing in propel order. (At 
this stage Mr. Hamidul Huij ('howdhury put some (|uestifm to the honour- 
able Finance Minister, t Sir, it does not lie in the mouth of Mr. Hamidul 
lIiKj Chovsdhurv to sa\ anything. He had made some allegations and 
criticisms against the (io\ernment and uas absent all along toda_\ and at 
this comdtiding stage of m> spee(di he comes ;ind tiles to interrujO me 
and j)uts a ([iiestion. I cannot repl> to him at all. 

d’he term of leference to this accounts officei i> that he 
Hhouhl examine the s\s1eni (d disbursement of lelief (‘Xjiendit ure, at the 
lieud(juart(Ms atid also at the outl.xing stations and take' necessarx action 
with a view to ensuie piojiet contiol ami ^u]H*rvisi(.n to rectitx iriegulari- 
ties and simplif.v procedure w ln*r<‘ver possible. He should also aiiaiige 
in consultation with the Accountant-treiietal for a legulai j>erio«lical 
audit of the r(diet expenditure both at headtiuartei s and at tin* outlung 
fttutions, and In* should Jilso examine and dispoM* of all (dijectioiis. He 
ahould also have acc«*sN to relevant reconU and deal diiectly with distri- 
buting officers and their disbursements. He should also keep the Finance 
Department post(*d with the progress of .snttlenn*nt ami of audit ojierations. 
^Jdiis is th(* term umh*r which this officer has l)e«*n appointetl and we pro- 
pose to make fuitlu*r ajipointim'nts so that the accounts branch will be 
exjmmied and the\ will go through tin* expenditure lucurred in the jiast 
and put the accounts in proper shape and also keej) a iirojier check on all 
futnn* disbursements. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Morgan wanted to know wliat was the position with 
regard to tin* loan to the agriculturists and cultivators. The ])o.sition is 
as follows :™ 

Balance outstanding on 1st April, 1941 — croies, 17 lakhs and 40 
thousand. 

Advances projiosed to he made in 194(i-4T — 1 crore, 2j lakhs. 

Total — d crores, 4'2 lakhs and 4t) thousand. 

Out of this deduct anticipated repayment — 1 erore, lit thousand. 

Therefore estimated halaiice outstamling on Kst April, l!t47 — 2 croies 
42 lakhs, and f)tl thousand. 

The aetual repayment during the last 3 \ears !•> as follow’s: — 

194d-44 “ (i4 lakhs, (>9 thou.sand. 

1944-4') -9 ■> laklus, 7t) thousand. 

194")-4()~-T() lakhs, 88 thousand. 

In vn‘W' ot these repa\ merits we need not at |)resent fear that these 
are altogether bad assets, though a small portion oi the loan^ will have 
to he ultimatelx written off. 

Now I eome (o tiie nuuF con*'!! uction progiamme ot (iovernment to 
which leiett'iice ha^ been I’naih* 1»\ Mi Morgan. 1 ceitainly agree that 
the poliev ot imiiroving the load comunu*ations ot the province should he 
givt'it a high pnont>, lu*cause this will make availalde to the people living 
in the rural aieas iaeilities foi the purjiose ot desp.ncdi ot foodgruins and 
other essential goods and when the marketing iacilities will in this way 
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1)6 available tJie condition oi the people living* in the outlying rural areas 
will improve and therefore it is the duty of Government certainly to give 
a high priority to road construction, (iovernment did have a scheme 
giving priority but unlortunattd} last \ear the whole programme was up- 
set and everything was disiuihed because of the unsettled condition in 
Calcutta and elsewheie. J hese disturbances put (>ur time-table out of 
gear and it is expected that (io\ eminent will go ahead with its programme 
so tar as the civil works <icpartmcnt is concerned. 

Mr. Biren l{o;v ha>. jiointed out that tliere are great ditliculties in the 
way of finding the essential building maleiials, but Government is trying 
its best to procure essential luatenals lor the purpose and suflicient steps 
are being taken. 

Sii, the time is up and it is not possible tor me to answer tlie various 
othei points raised l)\ the bououialde members. But belore I sit down 
1 would like to sa\ a lew words lu reply to Mr. Biien l{o\ about the 
Stadiuui. About the Stadium Mr. lio} has made some adxerse remarks. 

( oming li’om a spoilsman it is a great surpiise. 1 do not know what is 
liehind Mi. Bo.n s mind who once upon a lime was u gieal sponsor ol tlie 
gr(‘\ liound lacing. ^Mi. Biien llos ; 1 was not a sponsoi ol the gres- 

iiound lacmg: jour lather was (here.) It is wrong loi him to say thiil 
GoMMiiiiHMit has given smond piiontj to Stadium. That, Sii, is a report 
whieli IS being eiieulaled and whieii has aj)pean‘d in one ol the leading 
dailj papers whieii is lesponsilih' tor it. U'ell, Sir, I give eiedit to the 
lepoitei of that newsjiajiei who look it loi granted that Stadium would 
he gi\en second prionlj. lie goi that idea liom a black-board in my room 
in which I keep a description oi lht‘ piogi(‘ss ot work 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: \Vhn( l,a.M Einamo Minislm 

got to do with Stadium i" 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALi! I am <ilso Mmisb'r m charge ol 
Coeal Sell-(d)\enimenl .,iid Ibibln Health. Now, Sii, as 1 was sajing, 
in that blai k-board, the s(dtem(\s are show n in various stag(‘s and tlieii' 
Stadmiii Is show II as being ihr iio\| item. Tlie lepurtm took J1 loi' giaiiti'd 
tliat It was ih(' second Hem. It is eojieet only so tar as Culcutla is 
concerned Hut the hrst problem is the pioblem ot liousing the peoph* oi 

the hustees They aie living lu a Innhle condition and they aic denied 
the amenities ul Calcutta. So t.u .is the const luetion ot Stadium is (hui- 
eerned wh.it is the harm li Governmeni can construct it without spending 
a siiigjo jnee horn its culler. We have no Stadium in Calcutta. W'e have 
a eontiaetoi tirm which has an enclosed giouiid and is taking gale, monev 

rtud thus a large amount of mom*y goes to .swell the pockid ot this private 

hrm. What is the harm it this mones goes to lh(^ cofler ol the Govern- 

ment w’hieh will be utilised tor the (Fevelopmeiit of physical culture and 
th(‘ development of sporting activities, in ( ulcutta and \ds(‘where. So it 
this great beiieht comes without spemling a single pice from the Govern- 
ment cofter and Bengal derives benefit from it why sJiould anybody quarrel 
over it. j assure the House that the Stadium would he financed from loan 
and a sinking tund will be ciealed in order to meet the interest eliarges 
and a large jiart of the proceeds will go to the interest charges. A part 
'd It will also be used for helping the people to train good sjiortsmen ami 
•* part ot the proceeds will be distributed throughout the Piovinee for the 
♦ ncoiiragement of sporting activitie.s b\ w’hich the people living outside 
Calcutta will be greatly benefited. The proceed.^ will thus be used for 
J ns and other youth welfare movements. So thin is a scheme which should 
he welcomed and appreciated by everv one. But instead of that it is 
•eing opposed by Mr, Hoy of all pel sons. He calls liimseli a sportsman, 
t am surprised and as I liav<* said earlier, i do not know' it he has some- 
tjung behind in his mind. Probably he is labouiing under a grievance 
^hat he was not allowed by thc’^joveminent to run his greyhound racing. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY : 1 was never in the Greyhound BAcing Committee. 
1 was the Chairman of the Municipality which opened it. The Pisanoe 
Minister’s i;i ther was the steward. 

The Hon’ble MOHAMMED ALI: Now, Sir, before T sit down, I 
thank >oii t(»r giving me enougli time but even then 1 have been unable 
to do sutficient justice to all the points raised here. I also thank the 
honouralile members for giving me a patient hearing. As regards Mr. 
Kamini Kumar Diitta’s offer of eo-operation, we aie not only willing to 
grasp the hand of friendship which he so kindly extends to us, but we 
are willing to offer both our hands and J hope they will be grasped in the 
spirit in which they are offered. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-45 p*m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjouffimeffit. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 19th 
Mw*ch, 1947. 


Members absent. 

The tallowing membeis were absent from the meeting held on the 18th 
March, 1947;- 

(1) Mr. Kric Dermol Doyne, 

(2) The HoiChle Mr. Abdul (lotran, 

(d) Mr. Mahamniad AzIkuI Haque, 

(4) The Hon’hle Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(o) Mr. Mungturiim Jaipuria, 

(ti) Mr. llnuiayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7 ) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8j Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(1(1) Dr. Kuinud Sankar Kay, 

(llj Huji Md, Yusuf, 

(12) Mr. Ji. r. 8. Bourne, and 
(Id) Mr. Keajuddin Bhuiya. 
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First Session, 1847— No. St. 




tiiE> CoiTNi'iL met in the Titgislative Chamber of the LeffislatiVe 
Bulldog, X^alcutta, on AVediiesduy. the 19th March 1947, at 1-45 p.m., 
being the ^Ist day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62&)va) 
of the Government of India Act, 1936. 

Mt. President ^tthe Hoii’hle Sir Buoy Phasad Sinou Hoy, k.(M.k.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Teesta Valley Barrage Project 


72. Mr. G. MORGAN: ((/) With reference to the reply given by the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Department of Irrigation und Waterways 
u Tso. 56 regarding the Teesta Valiev Barrage Project, is the 

Minister aware that a statement was made by Rai Bahadur 
A. N*. hlioala, Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for Water- 
ways, Irrigation and Navigation, to a correspondent of a Calcutta daily ii 
Simla on J4th July, 194(1, in which the height and location of the Teesta 
J)am was given as 650 feet high und two miles downstream of the Teesta 
Bridge;^ 


iu negative, why was his attention not drawn To 

these particulars by the Irrigation Department? 

‘'*® DEPARTMENT Of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA): (a), 
(jovernment are not aware of any statement made by Rai A. N. Khosla 
Bahadur, Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for Waterwaya 
Irrigation and Navigation at Simla, to a correspondent of a Calcutta ^dailr 
^1! Bahadur's note, dated the 11th December, 

the Tees^ Dam project he made a suggestion similar to that ftat^ 

V The honourable membeiS. Since then further investigation has been 
aken up m the locality. The height, location and number of dams will. 
inf** 4 * investigation. Goverament have und«r 

in\e8^ation the possibility of the construction of a dam at a site rouAlv 
Anderson Bridge. The piPesent indications are not unfavour- 
mnf ] construction of a dam of approti- 

SU?.|| J k“ •*®*f\*'* cpncluiiion has been reached nor can 

sile Cmr^ailablT ^ exploratip,. of the 

(6) Does not arise. 

HoiTi'"'**!?********® MORGAN: Supplementary question, Sir. Hus tlm 
n information as to how long this geqlogic*] invesfi^ 

tV,.* ^ "" of thfi river at 

hoir iI3l fi*?. J'®'? ^ “oy information as to 

W HBUr it would take to fimsh the geolog;icah investigation? 

latJl* Ta4a/^|IATHJu1cHEIWEA: Thr;e months at the . 
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i|fr. 

sS, wift vouf^emissio" 

beg to move that the Ben^ ^-^^quisition of Waste Lanir^li, 19|jL 
refeiied4o''a Select Committee consisting of — ^ 


(1) Mr. Syed Pazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Abdul Eatif Chawdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesiir Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossein, 

(6) Mr. SuRanuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

(8) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Roy, 

10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 
vll) the mover. 


with instructions to submit their report by the 31 st March, 1947, and iha 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute \ 
quorum shall be five. 


Sir, in moving this Bill I would like to explain why the Bill has baei 
^lecessury. The object of the Bill is to set up a special machinery foi 
acquiring waste lands so as to utilise them for purposes of — 

V* (1) increasing the production of foodgrains, (2) afforestation, (3) irriga 
r tion, drainage or road development projects, and (4) setting up o1 

^ model villages. 

I should like to inform the House that Government have laid down i 
cl^ar policy regarding the settlement of these lands and the manner ii 
which they are to be brought under cultivation. Honourable member® nUr 
be aware that a large number of persons of this Province have recently beei 
discharged from military service. Many of them are without any means o 
livelihood. There is also a vast army of indigent cultivators, hargadar 
and landless agricultural labourers whose meagre income is scarcely yiffj 
c^ent to maintain their families on the barest scale of existence even Jfor 
3^rt i)f the year. There being not enough land to go round, by far, th* 
largest munlH*r of agricultural population of this Province subsist on., petti 
uneconomic holdings. Government owe an obligation to these dilwen 
.fcategories of people to provide them with means for a reasonable stafidlan 
i^of life. It is therefore proposed to settle as many of these people as possibl 
available waste lands of the Province after proper reclamation. S 
ceWain cases as the circumstances may justify, lands may also hav%‘^ b 
settled with a number of persons 6r a corporate body so as to cnaWCther 
to carry on large scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise, by tb' 
use of mechanical appliances. I should like to make it clear however tha 
the underlying principles of these setttlements will be to encourag* 
operation in farming without which, it is admitted on^fl^ hands m 
rkultural improvement of the country is possible. ''Wz 

As regards the paramount need of the province to increase its fc^Sgrains 
I think. Sir, there can be no two opinions. It is now beyond aS contro 
•^l^rsy that Bengal does not^roduce sufficient foodcrops to feed hei^ teemini 
millions. Never lielore lyid this painful fact been brought hojne mor 
poignantly than during the tragic events of the' last faimne. T|>ia fo 
these reasons that the Woodhebd Commission emphasised ifte sfefH neipefl 
sity of iiit^reasillg the food production of th#* province Jmt using ail th( 
•resources of ^oieiioe and teestoD^ogX^^ q|l availabh 
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^ land#. TliS^ rc^min^ed ^^{^litili^redl^aiBoAi^ iuJb aarticiilar^ 

should b#iti^rou>ly p^urRhed fq^wrfd- Jl«| imple- i 

ment ihis mfeoHimendation of the OoAmisswStt. ' ^ ^ m 

^AffoilllitiolQ is another object of this measure which is pe74iapm| 
important Jihan the question of brinj^in-r more area under cultivation.” It 
has mfr been well-established that owing* to the progress of denhdatjon of 
forests imWest Bengal the process of erosion which impoverished the a<|jl 
hjr^^aahing away its valuable surface la3*er has been accelerated thP 
result that large tracts of land are lietoming bare and almost unproductive. 
It^is oko the opinion of ex|>erts that destruction of forests is rendering 
West Bengal as a wliole more and more liable to tiood atid drought. Tley 
therefore have emphasised that measures for preventing the evils of 
dei«datfon should oe taken without further delay. Government accord*^is 
ingjjf propose to take up afforestation of as much of the waste lauds as may 
be considered necessary by the experts of the I>epartmont. Other MIT* 
poses, as I have already mentioned, for which waste lands are proposea to 
be utilised, are only ancillary to the main purposes of increasing the yiel^ 
of foodgrains of the province and creating better living conditions for 
runil [>eople. 

The honourable members may be aware that a niacldnery was set up in 
1944-45 for collecting reliable agricultural statistics of this Province so 
Id enable Government to mature schemes of development. The statistic 
60 collected and compiled show that there are altogether 40 lakl» acres of 
cultivable waste lauds in the province of which 51 lakh acres are in 
blocks of 100 acres uiid these lands have been lying fallow and unculUi 
voted for a variety of reasons such as want of embank in cut and irrigtct.i^ i 
facilities, infestation with deep-rooted weeds and jungles, de()0|:ulaiiott'^of*’ 
large tracts due to malaria and last but not tlie least, neglig«‘nee of Ihe 
owners or their incapacity to bear the cost of reidaniation. H if* proposed 
to acq^uire in the first instance about 4 lakh acres oi tlie larger blocks of 
thene lands whicili will be developed according to a definite prugrammf. I 
inform the House that my Department have worked out two sclofmes 
for the purpose — one covers an area of about 1| lakh acres to be complete 
in a period of 5 j^ears. The lands after development will l.e settled wiffi 
about 10,000 demobilised ex-servicemen who will be required to cultivaS 
^eiu on co-operative or collective farming system. A capita) grant oH! 
TO. 5() lakhs is ex])ecb‘d from the Central Governnicnl for this seliemn 
fW capiUi rate of Es. 5(K). The whole of this amount will be spent for'|i]|| 
benefit of ex-servicemen. The other scheme covers an area of 2J lakh 
completed in a period of 7 years. These lands after development 
be settled mostly with the cultivators of tlic sjiecial classcH as I 4ifl3P' 
already mentioned. The undeitaking of lliese two seln'mcs. v ill 
i»i<'(‘eded In two pilot seheme.s — one in West Bengal and another in 
Bengal. ' ^ 

‘•f*need hardly say that the nature and extent of development works to 
be undertaken in the different blocks will largely depend upon tlieir present 
conditirms but everything will be done according to a well-laid out plan 
with a vie\v to establisliing model hamlets or village 8ite.s or even enUi^ly 
as villag^gH the blocks are big enough so that the settlers may not only 
be provides with the minimum resources to earn a livelihod by their owm 
exer|i(jn hut also enjoy all the necessary amenities of a villugr. life. 

Sir,^ NO far as I have attempted to give a brief outline of the ]»urptliil 
for whn h wfiste lands are profiosed to lie acquired and to date the policy ^ 
®*^^vemment in the matter of settlement of these lands. There remains 
hoii^|. onBiii!lK*int regarding the manner of cultivation of these lands on i 
'»'lueh T thinic I should m|ke a clear statement in this House. It has been 
rnipy advany^ed oountries of •tlw, mipid that cultivators can 
actueve lli^r own ^rotreas giTen^'opi^rfiniBM. enconrairentini and initial 
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helfc by the State 'through » plunnei^lfrelopment eo-^ratJfe 
^ tion and enterpriae as a fundammtal tfert flf agiictiltu|ir ecoMmy 
oaerative SSaociations have “not’anly secured «iatenal progriffl^ut 
iuorresponding educational advance in self-reliance, responBi^ity 
"citizenship. It has been found to be one of the best instrument!' in 
practice of economic deraocraiy. 

In this country however advantages co-operation in farmings Lave 
i |o t been fully demonstrated. It is recognised that there are many 
*%ipediment8 to the adoption of any kind of co-operation as the basis o^f ^ 
sound agricultural policy, the foremost of which is the existing outmoded 
syi^m of land tenure. Government have accordingly decided tc> mend it 
by acquiring the interests of all rent-receivers so that Governmellt as a 
jg)le landlord may be in a much better position to undertake effective 
Measures for agricultural reconstruction of the country. Meanwhile, it 
is pwjposed to undertake a few pilot schemes of co-operative or colle^ive 
farming in well-chosen areas, work them successfully and then convince 
Ipie cultivators of the neighbouring villages of the economic benefits of the 
This will go a great \fay in overcoming the general dislike of 
%ie cultivators to any change in the exiting system of individual cultiva- 
tion. And the best field for such experiment and demonstration in 
co-operation will be Ihe areas where new communities are settled for the 
feet time. Accordingly, it is proposed to regulate settlement of the waste 
ill Hindi a manner as will encfuirage and ensure a co-operative system 
of cultivation — Government providing the necessary capital outlay on 
Igricultural machinery or operational needs as also free service of expert 

« iff not only for advice and direction but also for actual management of 
e farming business. Experiments will be made under two types of 
’ l&o-operative farming societies — one is the Co-operative Tenant Farming 
Sifciety and the other ihe Co-operative Joint Farming Society. Under ihe 
former system Government will settle the lands with the society on certain 
terms and conditions and the latter will allot and lease out the lands to 
individual members as tenants stipulating payment of a fixed rent and such 
restriction regarding transfer of land and other matter hh may be required. 
\mder the terms of ihe lease. Each member will cultivate the land of his 
holding and be eiUitled to the produce thereof being subject to the society 
ouly HO far us (’uKivation is to be carried out in accordance with a plan 
tftid down by it. The soinety in its turn w’ill supply credit, seed, manure 

f d inqiroped agricultural equi])ment which may be beyond the financial 
pacity of the individual member. I may inform the honourable mem- 
•liers that one such experiment has already been made in this province in 
Cox’s Bazar Subdivision in the Chittagong Division and from «I1 
ISbcouiits it appears to have been a great success. The other type with 
'jAich the Government intends to experiment is the Co-operative Joint 
Farming Society. Under this scheme settlement will be made with indivi- 
duals but they will be required to pool their holdings together and to work 
on the entire farm so constituted under the direction of an elected oom- 
mittee of management. Each working member will get wages on “work- 
day” unit basis either in kind or ca^ as the Committee of Management 
may think fit. The crop will be raised and disposed of collectivdy and 
whiatever would be left after meeting the charges on account of labour and 
n^nageuu'nt wdll be distributed as dividend to the members in proportion 
to their shares in the joint farming. 1 think, Sir, I need not t^e any 
more time of the House in supplying further details regarding the types 
Hp»o-oi>erative farming which Government propose to introduce. I need 
only say that these are the proje^s which are uppermost in the mind of 
(joveminent. If they are attends with success, they will make easy the 
task of inducing the cultivators of other areas to adopt the principtlf of 
co-operation in fanning on a voluntary’ basis. 

As regards tho^ Bill itsell^ I think the House may be expecting to 
know the reaaon why it ha(| been considered'' j||BCteary to pio^^ieior a 
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special machinery for ac4|a^ticin of iSiete^nds instead of having recours# 
to the siting Drorisi^ns of the land" Acqaisitian Act. In the Llttd 
Acquisitii^" Act^inarket value of Iwids ia the only basis foe determination 
of compenBation and the tiain criterion for determining market value k 
tlM sale price of similar lands in the vicinity. There are no specific pnm« 
sions in^ the Act or in the statutory rules regarding valuation of wast# 
lands. As sales of such lands which have very little market value are 
rare, it Womes iinj^ssible in most cases to determine the market value of 
these lands under the provisions of the Land Acquivsition Act. The rCBuU 
is that the question of determinal ion of lompensation is left to the 
tion of the l^iind Acquisition Officer without any guidance from the ^ct OT 
the statutory rules. Such a procedure (annot he considered suitable for 
large erale acquisition of waste lands as contemplated under the provfll^ns 
of the present Hill. Accordingly, specifir principles for determining 
com])ensation have heen laid d(»wn for the guidance of the land acquirtiM 
aiithoritit^s. 

r 

With those words. Sir, I hog to commend the motion for reference of 
tlie Bill to a S(de(*t Committee for accejdance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order, motion moved that the 
Acquisition of W aste laind Bill, 1947, be referred to a Sole('t Committee 
consisting of — 


(1) Mr. Syed Fazlt* Bahhi Chowdhury, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Ahdul Latif Chowdhury, 

(•'B Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Bahman, 

(4) Mr. (howdhurv, Moazzem ITossein, 

(5) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(9) Mr. Ainulyadhone Boy, 

(7^ Mr. (ieorge Morgan, r.i.K., 
f8) Mr. Patiram Boy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Boy, 

(19) Mr. liulit Chandra Das, and 
(11) the mover, 

^ith instructions to siihinit their report hy the .qist Marcli, 1947, vi>«« 

the nunilu^r of meinhers wlioso pr(‘scnc(* shall ho necessary to constitute E 
quorum sjiall he five. ^ 


Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Sir. T 
Hon 'hie Ministor for referemo of this 


rise to support l|io motion move 
Bill to a Select Committee. 




Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: TIh'k* uro ameridmonts to tin* motion, 
^ir; fh(*re are my own amendments. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mr U’gan! Tlierr* are amemluHOitM to the motion. 
The first amendment is the one to he moved hy Mr. Lalil Chandra Das. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 heg to move that the Bill he cir- 
culated for the purpose rd eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1947. 

Sir, there is no great hnrrv for a Bill of the sort that is now before* u». 
The Bill is for ac(juisit i(ui of waste lands in Bengal. So many years have 
been alhjwed to jias-, without their attention l»eing attracted to this And 
without (Tovernment d(*iiig anything nith respect to this. Some Wsie 
more shmild bV allowed to pass with res]*ect to this without any danger of 
any loss op the part of the (iovernraenf and in the meantime attempta 
!)e made to gather public opinion bearing on a law like this. Sir, 
this Bill practically expropriates the landownern to a considerable extent 



432 


WASTE LAND ACQDISITION [19th Maech, 

and therefore violates the provision# of the tji^tovernment of India Act, 
paHicularlv sectiofi 2f)9. This is not ihe time for idfe tb |(pint out in what 
way this Bill a^Eends against section 299 of fhe Government of^India Act. 
J^ould.do so when the appropriate time comes! To-day, Sir, my object is 
to point but why this Bill should be referred for the purpose of" gatherixig 
public opinion thereon. This Bill, Sir, has, within it, the principle of 
nationalisation, I should say. Now the principle of nationalisation 
in demand is a good thing and also thf nationalisation of lands. I was 
^or ipng a su])porter of this principle, of the principle of nationalisation 
if all the key industries in Bengal and I was not even opposed to the 
(uestion of nationalisation of lands in Bengal provided of course it is 
•eaj|y nationalisation, i.e., nationalisation in the sense that I understand 
t.^ would of course say that this Bill violates that j)rinciple of 
mtionalisation which I mean. The very constitution of the Government 
n B(?ngal will show that, as a matter of fact, this is not nationalisation of 
he l^nd as we may seem to think, in the sense in which we think. It is 
iter all a communal Government and not a national Government. If it 
s a national Government, Sir, it can seriously take up the question of 
lationalisation, not only of all the key industries but also of all lands why 
mste lands alone. But if the composition of the Government is such that 
t views with disfavour communities other than which it represents. If it 
eally favours the tw'o-nation theory, application of this law will redound 
©riously to the discredit as well as to the injury of non-Mussalmans I 
^ttld say and therefore the principle of nationalisation of land is really 
P truly applicable here although it aims at that. I will rather ])e more 
ixplicit. All that I was going to say is this: if you nationalise the 
eminduricH, all permanent interests in land and remove them and there is 
idbody to inU'rvcm* betw^een the Government and the actual tillers of the 
oil, and ihen aftc'r that if you take away the interests of the tillers of the 
oil and become the sole owners of the land and then redistribute the same 
md arrange for cultivation thereof according as you think fit remaining 
esnonsilde for food and raiment of the people committed to >our clmrge 
ncluding their education. then it will he nationaiisution. It 
vill be equally nationalisation in this sense although they arc merely waste 
ands throughout the whole province and as soon as you gf) to take them 
ip, you are really nationalising the w'aste lands of Bengal. This is a law 
)y wdiioh you are going to take power and jiossess these lands and 
herefore mui actually nationalise tliose lands. But that woulil Im* 
Oiil uat ionalisation when the Government would he Irulv national, 
md so long as the Government is not truly national or remains 
sammunal 1 sa> such nationalisation is merely Islimiization ami so it will 
^Ound ()nly to tin* benefit of one ])articular eommunity. namely, 
W Muslims, although apparently and generally s]>eaking it would look 
ike nationalisation. Jt will 1 h‘ however for the benefit of a partieular 
ommunity and therefore violates all primiples of nationalisation. I 
h«*refore op[H)se tlie Bill also on this ground. There is also another 
(I'ouml whieh I shall place before th(C House wdiieh will go to show' that 
t ought to receive the imprimatur of public opinion. Take for instance 
he reasons that the Hon’ble Minister has assigned for the purjmse of 
icquiring the waste lands of Bengal. It is said, for example, that they 
viil settle these lauds with ex-servi4‘emeii : well and good. We have 
wilh great interest to the otherwd.se very good speech hv the 
tion ble Mr. hazlnr Bah man l>earing on this Bifl. He told ns in this 
•omiection that no less timn 10,0()0 ex-servicemen will be settled on these 
lands. We are really apprehensive of this. What does he mean? 
With whom does he want to settle Jthese lauds? It is necessar\» that the 
people of Bengal should express au-opinion on this point. Quite recently, 
in 'ip certain posts in the Police Department, the Government 

im^rted a large nuinWr of Punjabi ex-soldiers and made them members 
of the armed (‘onstabulary in Calcutta; Sir, these ex-servicemen are 
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Punjabi, noiirMuslims^ Why should ikty ^et land in Bengal P Are yon 
going to ujch ex-servicemeur-MusIims in possession c>! these waste 
lands in Bro^P If so, then in what way will the people*^ Bengal be 
benefited by this action? The ways of this Government have been mi the 
past bo dub^us that it has aroused great suspicion in our minds. Sir, 
there is a Communal Ratio Rule regarding appointment and when Muslims 
are not found in Bengal, suitable to fill a iwst, then instead of drawing 
upon the non-Muslim community to fill it, they import men from the 
Punjab, from outside the Province, and give thein the appointment. Th|t 
is their attitude and it is this Government tJiat is seeking to ac(|uire all 
the waste lands of Bengal and to become the sole arbiter as to whom to 
settle these lands with. So 1 take it, that KtOOO ex-servicemen froMI 
outside the Province will be put in, who may he Punjabis and others; there 
is nothing in the Bill to show that the settlement of lands will l>e i*onfined 
only to the Bengalees. Therefore I say that if Government really want to 
look to the interest of the people of Bengal, it is fair and proper that they 
should circulate this Bill for the opinion of the public. Then, Sir, there 
are other fact^ which have to be referred to. In sub-clause (i/)(t) it is 
mentioned “ the operation of natural causes or cir- 

cumstances such as disturbances of the jmhlic tranqiiillitN ” . This may 
bring about beggary or poverty to people. To them it is in fended that 
these men should he settled. This is to be found in Ruh-clause (a) of 

clause 4 — “settlement of land w’ith any person or persons on 

causes or circumstances, such as disturbances of the public traiHpiillity, 

over which they have no control Now, Sir, what is the intiuiiion 

ef (ioverninerit in putting fliis clause? Will these lands he settled with 
those driven out of Noakhali or South Tipi>era because of tlie disturbances 
of the puhjic traii(|uillity there or will they he settled wilh the Hihar 
refugee's l iOdKlfl ol wliom have been brought here in the Bui da an dis- 
trict and in some other parts of the West Bengal? What is the inti'ntioa 
of the Government of Bengal? The expres.sion is clear that the larnls will 
be settled with those persons wdio have been out of employment owing to 
any cause's siiedi as disturbances lef tlu' public trainjuillily. Will these 
lands aenjuired by the (lovernment he aedually settled, for example, with 
the Bihar refuge‘e*s to the' <h'triment of the int»*r(‘st of the* ix'ople' of Bengal? 
We know that .several lakhs of people who live as har/ja/htr/i and there are 
also several lakhs of landh'ss labourers both Muslims and Hindus. The 
Government should have said whethi'i* these men will lx* given the 
priority. Ihe interests of these peoph* may einne in eonfliid with 
the Biliar refugees. Can you trust a ('oinirmnal (iovernnient of this 
nature and give them power with regard to so much land in Pengal? 
When I raise tlie question of nationalisation it is for the pur])ose of 
Ixuiefiting the people of Bengal. Nationalisation of the laml is very good 
hut it should he done by a national (Jovernment. A communal Govern- 
ment cannot do it. So long as we have suspicion, so long as this Govern- 
ment (ontinue ( 4 ) he a (‘ommunul Government depending on the votes of a 
'ommunal electorate, we should alwaVs remain suspicious that the real 
purpose of the Bill is different and that it will he apjilied mostly tor the 
benefit of the people of a particular community. To this IBll, Sir, I lay 
my erajihatic protest and therefore on this ground I say that before this 
Bill i.s sent^to the Select Committee it should he circulated for elicifing 
public opinion so that the people may have their sav, whether they like this 
Bill or whether they like this Bill to he dronfied. Then. Sir, there are 
other thingrs. For example, it is said that there is provision for mode} 
Village sites with better agricultural fririlifie.s and sanitary arrangcjucnl ao 
as to bring about an improvement in the standard of livittg of tlie cultivators. 
Well and good — this is a very good scheme no doubt when put in 
paper. But it depends on how it i.s applied. What sort of model village 
sites should be created in these waste lands? Bid the Government attempt 
to construct any such village in khas mahed lands? 
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Sir, the same question arises from whichever side vou examine the 
provision of a model co-operative system of farming. Therefore, I should 
say that so long as the constitution of the Government is no^^changed, good 
intentions or the Bill may be diverted and used for bad purjkjses against 
^the interests of a particular community. I will draw the attention of the 
House to another thing. It has been stated in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons “Jjarge areas of cultivable waste lands in the Province have 
been lying fallow for a variety of reasons, such as want of irrigation, 
drainage and embankment facilities.*^’ I would like to know whose 
duty was it to see that there was irrigation, proper drainage, proper 
embankment facilities. Certainly, it was the duty of Government. But 
Government did not carry out those duties. Owing to the default of the 
Government there are fallow lands. The Government did not discharge 
their duties properly and as a result of that there are many cultivable 
waste lands and now Government want iu acquire them. Why do you not 
ask tlie owners to cultivate tliese lands to increase production of food in 
Bengal by helping them with money and by giving them various other 
fa<‘ilities including facilities in irrigation, drainage and embankmentf 
Yon will err in your duty and take advantage of your own laches and now 
seize this oeension for the i)ur[)ose of acquisitioning the waste lands. Now, 
Sir, I would draw tlie attention of the House to certain clauses ('f the Bill! 
Everyth inuf has bciui left to the arhitrary action of the (Collector. So far 
as the accpiisition of land is concerned, there is already a law, namely, the 
Land Acquisition Act, 1894. AVhy instead of taking advantage of the 
• provisions of tlmt Act Government should take power for the purpose of 
acquiring all the waste lands of Bengal:' The fact that they have not 
done that proves that they have some ulterior motive behind all these. 
If their intention was good they could exj)eriment by ac{|uiring some 
waste lands under the liand Acujuisitioii A(‘t of 1894 and after doing some 
good work they could have come forward to this House and say that they 
have (lone this and tliat they want mor<* laiids to turn the lands into a 
beautiful paradise of modern world. Nothing of tlie sort. They could 
help the culfivators with modern machines and other things. No, they 
want to imp(»se upon the public their sweet will, they advance certain 
arguments oiil> to impose tlieir will on the public. 

We cannot believe, Sir, that the (hivernment, taking power under this 
Act to aequin* all the waste lands of Bengal, will at once go into starting 
a numlier of model village sites tliroughout Bengal or a number of 
co-operative societies for bringing under me(‘hanise(l cultivation all these 
W'asfe lands. The first thing they should do would be for them to take 
advantage of the provisions of the lauid Acquisition Act and acijuire as 
much land as they would require for the purpose of starting model farms 
a.s well as for the oo-ojierative s\st(‘ni <d farming and then pjove by 
actual facts that their attempts have been successful. N»)t having done 
that, to come at once to acvjuire all the waste lands of Bengal would go to 
show that there are ulterior motives behind their back. The objects and 
reasons have b(*eiv jiut in only Uf make the reasons for acijuiring the 
waste lands of Bengal very attractive. That is all. Sir. Not that they 
re(|uire all these waste lands all at once for this purpose. Then, Sir, you 
will see what they intend to do with respect to acquiring tliese waste 
lands, they ^vant to finish the whole business with the Collector, and 
Uie ( olhM'tcr, Sir. after making a sh()rt enquiry is only to report to the 
Irovincial (lovernment and the Provincial Government, Sir, will surely 
be wsatisfied with the renort of the Collector ami the whole thing ‘is finished 
311 this way; there is thus the acquisition of waste lands and their people 
ean go at once ami enter into tjj^om. Now, Sir, that is how they are 
arranging Now look at the^ already existing provisions in the Land 

Acquisition Act. There are provisions in the Land Acquisition Act for 
appeal against the arhitrary acts of the Collector and those provisions are 
now going to be giAren the goby and, Sir, all (hat has been provided in the 
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Bill in the matter of appeal is in section 17 and under this section also 
the Provindal Oovernment has taken ail the powers. They will say which 
^dy will hjB tte appellate court. The section reads — 

“Any person aggrieved by the award of the Collector may, in the^ 
manner prescribed, prefer an appeal, within six weeks of the 
date of such award, to the prescribed authority, whose decision 
thereon shall be final.” 

Now, Sir, that authority will be prescribed by Kules under the Act. 
Why? i’his is an important point where public opinion should be taken 
whether they are satisfied with a provision like this leaving it to the 
sweet will of the Government to prescribe the ‘appellate authority later on, 
as they please, by promulgation of their Rules. In the Land Acquisition 
Act we know^ who is the primary authority for the purpose of acquiring a 
land. We also know where to go after the Collector finishes an enquiry 
and gives an award. There are clear indications in that Act, Sir, as to 
the method to be adopted. Rut, Sir, here the whole thing is to be left to 
the Provincial Government and the* Provincial Oovernment may do 
whatever it likes. That is a matter, Sir, on which the public should be 
call -‘d upon to express their opinion. 

Now the most objectionable of all the sections, Sir, is the provisions 
laid down in section 13 "‘Principles of determining <h)mpensation”. The 
principles laid down. Sir, are, 1 should soy, so outrageous. Justice loudly 
calls for referring the Rill to the judgment of the public. Under sec- 
tion 13, Sir, arrangement has been made by (iovernment to accjuire lakhs 
and lakhs ot ai res of lands in Rengal lying fallow, for a mere song I should 
bay. The provision laid down is this: 

“In determining the amount of compensation the Collector shall be 
guided by the following jirovisious, namely: — in fhe case where 
the laud was recorded us waste land under the denomination of 
Purataii or Nutan Patit in the record-of-rights prepared during 
the first District Survey and Setflement Operutious and finally 
published imder Uhapter X of the Rengal Tenancy Act, 188t), 
and has remained uncuHivated up to the time of publication of 
the notification under sub-section (/) of section 3, the immediate 
owner of the land shall get compensation at tin* rate of five- 
rupees per acre”. 

1 desire to know whether there is any old man is Rengal who has ever 
heard that an acre of land can be had on Rs, o only even though they he 
"asle. In the past waste lands have been taken over by newly floated 
conipani<*s, lands whereon there n(‘ver grew any erojjs at any time, and 
Me know, as a matter of fact, that, for these waste lands also, the newly 
floated companies had to ]>ay a very very heavy pri<‘e, hut to jmrehase laiids 
at thi^ rate even thougli the\ are wa.ste at rupees five per acK^ i.s simply 
astounding. This, T should say, is really expn»jiriation of the real ownem 
of the lands, the landlords, taking auay all these land.s for a mere song. 

3 his is a clear violation 1 should say, of the intents and purposes of 
5=i*ction 299 of the Government of India A ft, 1933. And not only that, 
G(»vernnient not only propose to purchase land for Rs. 5 per acre; they 
have also ntade provision that if the land does not fetch any income, for 
a<*quiriug those lands also a priricijile has been laid down for fixation of 
’■ompensation and the rate is that the c<unpensation shall be equivalent to* 
five times the annual income to be determine<l in the manner prescribed, 
but if the land fetches an income then ten times the annual raiyaii rent 
f<ir an equal area of cultivated laud in the neigh hourhrmd. Suppose, Sir, 
the rental of a bi^ha of land is one rupee and eight annas in the 
Neighbourhood, which is really under cultivation; now three times that 
jyould be rupees four and annas eight, and 3 times that figure is Rs, 22-8. 

with Rs. 22-8 they are purchasing one acre of land I This is propose^l 
m sub-clause 2(o) of clause J3, and that is absolutely outrageous, and 
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violates all cilnons of justice and fairplay. Even when the land has an 
income, the utmost that the Government are willing to^ give for the 
purpose of compensation, the compensation would be equivalent to ten 
liine.s of the net annual income to be determined in the manner prescribed 
or ten tiuies the annual raiyati rent for an equal area of cultivated land 
in the neighbourhood which the Collector may select. That is to say, 
when a land even though for the time being lying waste actually gives an 
income, to purchase such land at IW 45 (Ks. 15 per kani) per acre is 
simply astounding. Such are the outrageous provisions of the Bill. 
There is absolutely no urgency for the bill to be rushed through the House. 
These i)rovisions should be laid before the public and their opinion 
obtained. These provisions constitute really expropriation of the owners 
of the land considering the compensation that is proposed to be paid for 
them. Sir, they are really afraid of using the machinery of the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1894, and instead of actually following the provisions of 
that Act, they want to acquire the huge quantities of waste lands in 
Bengal at mere song. They have become quite arbitary and have been 
violating section 299 of the Government of India Act. 

.Sir, what is the average price at which rice is being sold per maund 
at present in Bengal. The price is now ranging between Rs. 20 to Rs. 30. 
Sir, this has been the state of affairs since the war began, and the value of 
land has gone up considerably in the mofussil. It is difficult to get a 
bigha of liinci for less than Rs. 000 to Rs. 1,000 in the mofussil. 

This is a state of affairs in all parts of the country. The Government 
according to the provisions of this law’ will be able to acquire land lying 
fallow from ow’ners at a mere song. Whoever ever heard that, waste or 
no waste, an acre of land, w’hich is ecjual to 3 kanis, can be pun^hased at 
Rs. But here, Sir, a hard and fast rule is laid dow'ii — a prineiple is 
laid down, beyond which the Collector cannot go and will not go. We 
know that under the Jiand Actiuisition Act the Collector aw’ards a very 
low price for land acquired and then that becomes the subject of an appeal 
to the District Judge and we know that when it goes before the District 
Judge they really get the ]>roper value of the land. In opening the case 
of Government Mr. Fazlur Rahman stated that one of the real purpose of 
the Bill is not to take advantage of the provisions of the Land Acquisition 
Act, the reasem being that the market value there laid down is so high 
that it ii not possible to make it the basis to dcterinine the value of the 
land to be acquired. You bei'ame afraid to pay the market value provided 
under the Lund Aciiuisition Aot bef^ause you want lakhs and lakhs of acres 
of land of waste land in Bengal at a mere song. You are laying down a 
principle which is outrageous and devoid of all sense of justice and fair- 
play. Therefore it should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. 

Then, Sir, the leader of the European Group Mr. Morgan and his 
group are giving all sorts of support to this sort of legislation. They 
Kiiow^ where the shoe pinches. Hut we inhabitants of the province of 
Bengal are really affected and Mr. Morgan having no interest started with 
the word “1 support”. We, Sir, who are vitally affected, are of the 
opinion that it is a matter which should go for eliciting public opinion 
thereon. There is no hurry, heaven wull not fall if there is a delay of one 
or two months for getting public opinion. You have majority in the 
liegisluture, you cun curry it at any time in any way you like. But what 
is tlu* iiaiun in cinmlnting it to see that the public have got to say regarding 
this Bill and after hearing what they say you may do w’hat you like. 
This is a Bill w’hich ought to ijeceive consideration of the public. With 
these words 1 commend my moUon to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that the Bengal Acejuisition of 
Waste Land Bill, 1947, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon by the 30th June 1947. 
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Hr. Morgan do you want to speak at this stage? 

Mr. C. M0III;AN: I want to speak on the main motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you slioultl wait till Ihe third readinpf or when’ 
the amendments are disposed of. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: All right, Sir. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 support the amendment moved 
hy Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. A Bill of like nature was puhlished in the 
(^ih'utta Gazette on 80th January, 1947. The present Bill published on 
the 11th March is certainly an improvement over the old one. In the 
dffiiiition of waste land the meaning of crop has not been made clear 
whether thati'h bamboo or shrubs for fuel or grass for fodder should be 
included in the definition of crop. ^ 

The “period” of keeping fallow has been kept vague. This should be 
cut and dried. As for instance a sentence like that the land lias been 
ki}!t talhiw say from the year 1988 or 1940, would have been more wel- 
rnine and intelligible. There is no special mention of lands in urban 
areas. Do you come under the purview of this Bill!^ The woia! “any 
l.iiid” covers a wide field. A minimum piece of land say 100 acres should 
have been defined as “any land”. It is still unknown what would be 
the })osition of embankments or protective works which are non-crop 
hearing but are required for cultivation work in ]>laces whiTc inundations 
aie (ominon. The fate of mela or grazing grounds hangs in the balance. 
The Bill as such seems to have been hurriedly drafted and reijuires consi- 
derable changes. 

A complicated legal (juestion may crop up in matters of acijuisilion of 
peinianently settled land by passing this Bill into law, wliether this will 
BiiuerstMle the contract of the (iovernuient with tlie ziunindars of Bengal. 

riie tenants of wahnl lands of which the (iovcinment are the direct 

proprietors have not yet been favoured with any act contemplated in this 
bill although the t Jovernuumt as zemindars were pleased to enjoy the 
rniN ot about one criue of rupees pei year foi about •» century. The 
t"i\cruTuent ot Bengal received revenue from the permaneutly-M*ttled 
• rcaM of Biuigal to tht> turn* of nearly two crores and a lialf pi^r year for 
U(ire than a century and a half. Can the (iovernuient of Bengal cite 
Hi'taiiccs where tlu*y have undertaken free of charge for the Ixmefit of 
the iiiueh maligned zemindars or iniieli talked of cultivatoiN any scheme 

dcvelojunent of milturahle waste land in Bengal in consideration of 
tile huge sum the (loveriiment enjoyed for so many years. Tlie tenants 
hv their efforts improved the lauds and the zemindar (loviunment kindly 
hid the lands surveytul after a fixed period and incieased the rent. So 
the people have become very suspicious about the movements of the (iov- 
♦•Miuient. The first duty then is to do some acts to bring back the confi- 
■'^‘Ure. It is therefore proper for the fiox^ernment to translate into action 
""hie of the salutary measures contemplated in this Bill at first in the 
wahnJ areas. At least let the Government set up one ideal village 
vliere (he people can enjoy the amenities of the town and one model agri- 
^ubural farm with modern mechanised method of cultivation and develop 
ciif pi^op of land hy irrigation or drainage. Thi.s experiment is not at all 
'""ily. Then a Bill of this nature may not take even a week to pass 
tnmujjli the Legislature. 

During the last Great War No. 2 large tracts of forest land belonging 

tlie Government jjnd also to private persons have been deforestetf to 
nc-fU einergeneies. 

There is a “Private Forest Act” to deal with private fore.sts. It i§ 
i u i(,i Government to take up afforestation business in the clear 
'^Ihnl areas of the Government forests of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and 
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Chittagong. There is a little bit of afforestation work in all these pla<^s 
bnt the work must be speeded up considerably. Mr. T. M. Coffey, Chief 
^Conservator of Forests, said in the Rotary Club that only 9 per cent, of 
the surface land in Bengal is “forest” as against 14 per cent, in the whole 
of India and 20 per cent, in England. If it is so may I ask what the Go% , 
eminent of Bengal did for so many years to increase the area of forests 
in llengal? Why this question is raised so late? Is there any other 
motive underlying this when the Minister states that waste land should be 
converted into forests. Acquisition o| culturable waste laud for afforestation 
purpose seems out of place at the present moment. This should be reserved 
for food crops and portions of unculturable wastes may he developed for 
the purpC'Se. The purpose of afforestation has not been stated in the Bill. 
But I presume that it is for the supply of fuel which is in great want now- 
a-days and also for the regulation of rainfall. Quickest growing fuel 
plants take at least fifteen years to he ready for falling. Timber plants 
require at least half a century to be ripe. Forcing up fuel wood by 
coppicing or pollarding cannot be done at all places and this also takes 
about ten years in very fertile lands. Afforestation for the increase of 
rainfall should he done with caution after due flood control machinery has 
been set up. The account of annual rainfall, inundations in the last 20 
years district by district may serve as a guide. The Minister in charge 
has informed us of Co-operative Agriculture in Cox’s Bazar. If I am 
right 1 am very glad to hear that something fostered by the (government 
has suc(‘eeded which is probably a singular instance and he also speaks of 
capitalism in agriculture. (luite so. This should be encouraged as far 
as possible to have meehanised cultivation. Why not then start joint- 
stock companies subsidised by the (lovernment where the cultivators will 
he wage earners as envisaged by the Minister in charge. Of course that 
looks from the side of other people preposterous but for the development 
of W'oste land and for the development of non-eultivated land, capitalism 
is certainly neei'ssary at least for the time being. 

Lastly, the Bill being very controversial in nature should be circulated 
for public oiiinion. A Select Committee formed alter the public o])inion 
is received would be in a more advantageous position to discuss over the 
Bill and make ne(‘(‘ssary alterations. This juocedure has been adopted in 
the past in many j)rovine4‘s to save nuieli loss of time in getting acts 
through the legislative bodies. 

1 therefore commend the motion for the aeeeptame of the House. 

The Hon’ble FAZLUR RAHMAN S Sir. I was suiinised b\ the 
opposition tliat has been given by Mr. l)a‘^ and Mr. Sanyal to the motion 
for reference of the Hill to a Select Committee — a Bill which is of great 
benefit to tlu‘ ('ountry. 1 was astounded to find tliat a Bill whicli is 
intended to benefit the whole of this 1‘rovime and a Hill whicli is intended 
to inaugurate u revolutionary experiment in agriculture, that Hill should 
be opposed by the ('ougress party in this House. On the contrarv 1 had 
thought that Mr. Das would he* the fir.st person to longratulate tlie Gov- 
ernment tor btinging a measure of this nature. <Mr. IjALIt Chandra 
Das: It it was a national (ioverument. certainly, we sliould not have 

opposed.) Sir. if 1 am to accept that contention of Mr. Das. then it cannot 
take up any Ix'iieficial measures for the country which in their opinion 
should be stt*ppe<l because the Government bringing forward sueli legis- 
lation is of !i communal chanuUer. If that i^ his proposition, then no 
legislation wliiidi is intended to benefit the country can be brought before 
this House for it would then be contended by ijie same opposition that 
this Government is bringing forward this beneficial measure or that but 
it has not made any improvemenKin agriculture, nor has it done anything 
to raise the standard of the masses, but when the Government do bring 
measures for that particular purpose they will come and say the intention 
of Oovernmeut must be very bad, otherwise why should they want to bring 
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a measure like tkat, the Governineut being communal Government P Sir, 

I cannot really follow tbe logic of this argument of the opposition. ^ 

Now, Sir. this is with regard to the question of sentiment, but comiSJj 
fb the queetion of merits that Mr. Das has raised in the course of lus 
speech 1 find that he has not been really able to make out a case for cir- 
culation of the Bill for public opinion. He has said with regard to the 
question of settling the waste lands with 10,000 ex-servicemen that they 
will be all Punjabis or other than Punjabis but not Bengalees. Sir, I may 
assure my friend and the House that all these ex-servicemen will be in 
practice Bengalees, and not Punjabis or persons belonging to any other 
Frovinoe. He has also referred to one clause in the Bill and remarked 
that these lands will be settled with persons displaced by circumstances 
over which they had no control. This has raised an apprehension in his 
mind and he says why it should not be provided in the Bill itself to the 
effect that these settlements should be confined to Bengalees alone. Sir, 
may I refer my freind to section 298 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
which says: — 

“No subject of His Majesty domiciled in India shall on grounds only 
of religion, place of birth, descent, colour or any of them be ineligible 
for office under the Crown in India or be prohibited on any such grounds 

from acquiring, trade, business or profession in British India “ 

(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Well, we know that very wtII.) Sii^ this 
accounts for the absence of any such provision in the Bill. Then ho said 
that Government should first experiment w’ith other lands on co-operative 
method of farming — collective method of farming — and should be con- 
vinced that Government is in earnest , 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: One question, Sir, my freind W'as clear 
on one point, namely, about the settlement of land w'ith the ex-servicemen 
he said that these men w’ill be all Bengalees. Now, Sir, with regard to 
other lands will the Hon’ble Minister give us an assnrance that these lands 
will be settled with no other than Bengalees. Will he please make it 
clear that these lands will be settled with Bengalees and no other people P 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I cannot give that assurance, 
Sir, I cannot give that a.ssurance because the population of Bengal do not 
consist of Bengalees only. There are people of other provinces domiciled 
in Bengal and they have equal claim with the Bengalees. But about 
ex-servicemen I can say that they will entirely be Bengalees. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Ilon'ble Minister give us a 
definition of domiciled — whether 10 years, 8 years or G years stay will 
make domiciled? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Well, that depends upon the 
circumstances. Mr. Das as well as Mf. Sanyal referred to the Bihar 
refugees. Now, with regard to these refugees it is the responsibility of 
the Government of Bengal to look after them, it is an act of humanitarian 
that they have been given shelter and in course of time if for one reason 
or other they become the responsibility of Government, in that case no 
discrimination will be made between the Bihar refugees and Bengalees 
who w^ant to. settle here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Now we know why vou want this Bill 
for 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I made it clear that when they 
become the responsibility of the Government then this matter will be 
considered; but till then tbe question of Bihar refugees does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS 8 We have understood you. 
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Th« HOfl’bto Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: With regard to the question of 
co-operative and collective farming, I do not quite understand what my 
''5;|ind8 opposite want. I cannot really follow the argument of Mr. Das 
ijftnd Mr. Sauyal that Oovernment have not done this and Government have 
^ not done that, or will they do this or will they do that, or Government 
should do this or should not do that with the waste lands. Arguments of 
this nature do not help. We are acquiring these lands exclusively for 
use of c ertain men who will be in a better position to experiment on co-opera- 
tive and colleetive farming. Today we are doing this on the land of pea- 
santry 01 debtor-holders or on the land of the zemindars, and if they do not 
co-operate then it is not possible for Government to make the experiment 
Government is at present doing this on a limited scale and as I have already 
said, we have experimented it in Cox’s Bazar where we have succeeded to a 
great extent. Mr. Sanyal said that why we were not administering the 
Private forest Act. He knows that in West Bengal the lands are practically 
becoming desert by erosion. If the evil effect of erosion is to be succesi 
fully checked it can only be done through acquisition of wastelands and 
planting forests on those lands. 


With regard to the question of compensation, I think the House will ■ 
agree with mo if it reads section 13. Section 13(») says: “In the case 
where the mijd was recorded as waste land under the denomination of 
1 uratan or Nutan l*atit in the record-of-rights prepared during the first 
Distrift Survey and Settlement Operations and finally published under 
(mapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, and has remained uncultivated 
up to the time of publication of the notification under sub-section (7) of 
section 3, the immediate owner of the land shall get compensation at the 
rate of five rupees per acre’\ 

These lands remained patit at the time of the first Survey and Settle- 
ment, in some cases 20 years ago and in certain other cases 80 to 85 years 
ago. The owners do not derive any income from the lands. The members 
opposite are protesting against the payment of Rs.5 per acre but do they 
not know that the Congress Government in United Provinces are paying 
R8.4 per acre. (Mr. Laut Chandra Das: I do not know.) When I 

that, 1 say from facts. (Mr. Laut Chandra Das: Well, that is a 
National Government.) That is also a communal Government in the sense 
you call this Government a communal Government. Now, Sir, the Floud 
Commission has recommended that in the case of acquiring proprietory rights 
the rate will be 10 times the income. In accordance with that we have also 
provided that the rate should not be more than 10 times the income. Under 
the Land Acquisition Act I cannot compute any compensation for these lands 
and therefore I have to get an Act passed for this purpose. But these 
matters can very well be discussed in the Select Committee. Of course there 
may be difference of opinion on these matters. 


With these words. Sir, I oppose the circuhition motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, oAler. The (pievstion before the House is 
that tile Bill be eirculated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
80th June, 1947. 

The question was jnit and the amendment was lost. 


Mr. LA LIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that in the personnel 
proposcvl in the motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, for the 
name o( Mr. Lalit Chandra Das ’ the name of “Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy 
Chowdhury” be substituted. 

Sir, I would like that Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy riiowdhury should takeu 
my place. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is one point in this connection to which I 
would like to draw your attention, Mr. Das. How many members there are 
in your party? I find one party is not represented at all. 
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Mr. t»ALIT CHANDRA DASl We are entitled to 4; we have got onl^ 
3 in thii. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AnyLow as far as the present issue is conceij^ ] 
leave it to you, Mr. Das, to decide whether^ Mr. Birendra Kishore Boj 
Oiowdhnry should take your place. - 

Mr. BI8WANATH ROY: So long, Sir, 3 members were taken from th< 
Congress and 1 member from the Nationalist Party was taken into the 
Select Committees. This time only 3 members have been included in the 
Select Committee from the Congress Party and no member from the 
Nationalist Party, So, if the other side agrees, 1 am ready to move a short 
notice amendment to include one more name to represent tlie Nationalist 
Party. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think the (^ongress are really entitled tc 
more than two seats according to calculation. The Congress is not entitled 
to more than 2 members (I mean excluding the Ilon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill) forming a Select Committee. There are in the House 63 mem- 
bers altogether and the Congress according to their number is entitled tc 
two seats on such committees. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Our strength is more than 12 and tin 
Congress is entitled to 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case I am not going to raise that questioi 
today because the parties are yet in a fluid condition and we have nol 
received authorised lists of membership of each party. 1 just wanted tc 
mention that, nothing else, 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: AVith reference to the Nationalist Party, 
Sir, we always used to get one seat. In this case through oversight wo did 
not mention a name, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would suggest that you come to an arrangemeni 
with Mr. Das in this matter. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yoh. Sir, I hnd a talk with Mr. Dus ant! 
from next time onwards matters will he set right. 

Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY: Sir, how many members constitute a 
party? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall look info that matter later on; take your 
seat please. 

Order, order. Motion moved that in flie personnel proposed in the motion 
for referring the Bill to a Select Oinirnittce, for the name of “Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das” the name of “Mr. Birendra Kishore Koy Cliowdhury” be 
substituted. 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I accept the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
personnel proposed in the motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, 
for the name of “Mr. Lalit Chandra Da.s” the name of “Mr. Birendra 
Kishore Roy Chowdbury” be substituted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next amendment, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not moved, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now comes the original motion. You wanted to 
apeak Mr. Morgan. You may do so now. 
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Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: I rise to support the motion moved by the 
Hon’ble Minister for reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. My 
pfSfcjisf Sir, like other parties in this House, have had little time to examine 
this Bill. We must confess however to serious misgivings regarding the 
<Htfy-l*eaching implications of the measure. It is proposed, Sir, in furtherance 
of certain policies, to invest Government with extensive powers of summary 
acquisition of land throughout the Province. Before agreeing to grant 
those powers this House must be sf^tisfied firstly, that it is absolutely vital 
in the public interest that those powers be given, and secondly, that they are 
only exercised to the extent that is necessary, with the least possible damage 
to the interests of those persons whose lands are being taken from them. 

I do not propose at this stage to offer criticism of the declared purpose 
of Government in bringing forward this Bill; let us accept for the moment 
the plea that cultivable waste lands are required on a large scale and that 
the machinery of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, is too cumbrous. We 
agree that it is lengthy and involved, and we are as anxious as the Hon’ble 
Minister to find ways and means of acquiring or resuming land, particularly 
for industrial purposes, by a simplified procedure. I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will remember that we do agree with him on this point when 
considering another measure before this House. 

Apparently, however, the main objection of Government to land acqui- 
sition procedure is the cost: the assessment of value would be too correct, 
too fair to the owner of the land. Government not only wants the land 
quickly but wants it for next to nothing. We shall be interested to hear 
in due course how the Hon’ble Minister proposes to justify the rates men- 
tioned in the Bill, which seems to us ta amount almost to complete 
expropriation. 

There are other aspects of this Bill which are causing us some concern, 
but I will refer only briefly to two of these. Firstly, the definition of 
cultivable waste land is much too wide: any land which does not happen 
to be cultivated on a certain date. There may be many perfectly valid 
•Reasons why a particular plot of land may be left uncultivated; it may be 
t^art of the land attached to industrial premises; it may be a recreation 
ground for football; it may be common grazing ground and, as such, an 
^essential integral part of rural economy. 

This matter of possible annexation of village grazing lands leads 
naturally to my last point, namely, the exercise of the powers to be con- 
ferred by this Bill by the subordinate officers of Government. The inten- 
tions of the Hon’ble Minister may be wholly benevolent in seeking these 
powers, but w^hat this House is concerned with is the possibility of their 
misuse. The House should not be coptented with assurances: it must be 
seen that this measure, if pas.sed into law% is framed in such away as to 
render it impossible for the officers of Government, who may not always 
keep in view considerations of justice and fair dealings, to utilise their 
powers in an arbitrary fasliion. We are far from satisfied that the provi- 
sions of the Bill, particularly with regard to appeals, are not sufficient safe- 
guard for the public against injustice. 

With these remarks I support the motion for reference of the Bill to 
Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The que.stion before the House is 
that the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, be referred to a 
Seleqt Comm li tee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Syed Faile Rabbi ^howdhury, 

( 2 ) £han Bahadur Abdul tatif Chowdhury, 

(3) Rhan Bahadur Mukhleaur Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Chowdhury Moaxiem Hosaein, 
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(5) Mr. Sultanuddin Aluned, 

(6) Mr. Amulj^adhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E., 

(8) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Roy, 

(10) Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Discussion of the Supplementary Demands. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS We will take up the discussion of Supplementary 
Demands now. Finance Minister. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I will hear the debate and then 
reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You do not want to initiate the discussion. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, this discussion is nothing but vast 
mortem examination and I onlv congratulate the Finaine Minister for offer- 
ing this opportunity to .sptnik a few words with reference to tin* spe(*eh made 
by him yestenlay on the g(*nerul diseussion of the Budgtd. Sir. I cannot 
subscribe to the stiiternent of the llon’hh* Mini.ster ye.sferday that Bengal 
i.s virtually enjoying independtuice under the suzerain iy of IVllii. If in the 
period in the 18th century 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar you must confine yourself to the 
supplementary demands. The latitude given in the general discussion of 
the budget cannot be allowed in the di.scussion of the supplementary 
demands. You are raising a political question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This has bearing on the supplies, Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid yiMi inu»t clianjfc yimr mamiHcript. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Y ou just bear me, Sir. I am coming to 
the point 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to make that speech . 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In this speech you will find, Sir, that 
it has bearing on the subject under discussion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lilr. Majumdur you are trying create a very danger- 
ous precedent, 1 may tell you. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, all the items concerned have 
been touched by me. Wlio does not know that the Raja 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar T am really very serious, I cannot 
allow you to make such a speech. You must speak on the supplementary 
demand or resume your seat. 

. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I am going into detail: just hear me, 
Sir, I can say that in the best interest of Bengal and in the liest interest of 
Ihe Government of this province one should confine his attention to the 
interest of the people as a whole and not to one section alone. That is my 
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point. As regards the census, when census report continued without any 
bias. It is with the advent of the Muslim League Ministry that the report 
has undergone thorough manipulation. The Government of Mr. Fazlul Huq 
in which 

PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar these are not the items included in 
the Supplementary Demand 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In the Civil Supplies it is included 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is included? 

Here is the Supplementary Estimate for the year 1946-47. There is no 
mention of Civil Supplies Department in it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I can criticise the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had your opportunity of criticising the Civil 
Supply Department at the time of the General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Also in connection with the Supple- 
mentary Estimate I can criticise the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, there is no mention of the 
Civil Supplies De])artment in the Supplementary Estimate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is what I have been trying to impress on 
Mr. Mazumdar. Mr. Mazumdar, if you are not ready to criticise these 
particular items you better not speak. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister raised 
several questions yesterday and I shall have to reply to them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not the occasion on which you can speak 
on those matters. You should confine yourself to the particular items. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Can I not refer to the general mal- 
administration of the Province? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You cannot, 1 tell you. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR. Then \\hat is the use of examining this 
item of expenditure which has already been spent. It is a sort of poxt 
mortem examination. It is nothing but a mockery. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I desire to draw your attention and 
the attention of the lionourable members of this House to section 81 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. It runs us follows: “81. If in respect 
of any financial year further expenditure from the revenues of the Province 
becomes necessary over and above Jthe expenditure theretofore authorised for 
that year, the Governor shall cause to be laid before the Chamber or Chambers 
a supplementary statement showing the estimated amount of that 
expenditure.” Now, Sir, this provision has not been observed by the 
Finance Minister. He should have anticipated the expenditure and before 
the expenditure was really incurred he should have taken the authority from 
the Assembly for the expenditure of this amount necessary and then he 
could have placed that before this House for criticism. He should have 
brought this earlier. He has not done that and it is a sheer mockery on 
the House itself to have to criticise an expenditure which has already been 
spent. The money the Governnif^nt has spent under Grant No. 31 — Famine — 
is a huge amount — Rs. 2, 93, 31 ,000. So long you have been telling us and 
the Chief Minister was also telling us and the outside people that there was 
no famine but the papers here show that there is famine in some parts of 
Bengal. Anyway it proves very much that you wanted to minimise the 
•ituation and for what purpose you know best. I say, Sir, it is a very huge 
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amount wliich has been spent under this head when they say actually thera 
is no famine. You did not spend so much money even when there was the 
actual famine during 1942-44. (The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyej) 
MuAZZAirCDDm Hosain: lou must address the Chair and not the Minister. 
You are addressing “you”). That can be surely done. 

As a matter of fact. Sir, no details have been given how this expenditure 
was incurred. All that has been stated is that “the increase is due to 
purchase of accessory foodstuH' such as ‘Ralston’ , milk-powder, dehydrated 
vegetables etc., for relief purposes; distribution of doles and clothings on 
a large scale; and opening of a larger number of cheap grain shops”. Were 
the Bills examined by any person to see how this huge amount was spent 
It w’as necessary that there should be vouchers for all kinds of expenditure. 
Wen‘ these examined and have you satisfied any committee that the monies 
were actuall> spent and spent according to the ruh‘s of accounts, 1 mean 
according to the rules of the (lOvernment. Or did .somebody simply come 
ioiward and sa^v that such and such amount was s]>ent and you only noted 
that do\^n^aml ^ on have accordingly nut down this huge amount before us 
saying— Well, this is the amount we have spent. This is a very bad habit 
altogether. You should have anticipated what is necessary lor the purpose 
of meeting an extraordinary situation and having anticipated that, brought 
your supplementary budget in right time, say in the winter Session. Now 
this IS the fag end of the year. In the year closing month of March you 
have brought it and a few days more, the financial year would have been 
over, and presenting it at this late stage you say that we ineurTed an 
ex])eridituie (d 2 erores lakhs and dl thousand under “Kumine (tiiaint 
iNo. dl). That is an extraordinary demand. (Titicism at this stage is 
iisfdess. All that we want to say is that you must change this had habit, 
namely, jut'scnting the supplementary budget at the lag eml of the year 
and a le\\ days moi'e the financial year will he ov(‘r. \ou should bring your 
supplement ary Inidget in right time and then get it passed. 


Now I (liaw your attention. Sir. to the head “Polic<‘” ((iiant No. 17). 
In the Ex])hiiiatory Memorandum under this head it app(*a?s that “the 
inciease under ‘Pay of Kslahlishmenl’ , is due to the stnmgthening of the 
Armed Branch of the Calcutta Ihdice and that under ‘Other ( ’ontingencies’ 
is due to the rearmiainent of the (alcutta Ihilice Force with dOd rides and 
ihe ])uiehase of 1(1 jeejis tor the (alcutta J*olicc”. Now, Sir, look at how 
has this slreiigtherung ot the Ai'med Branch of the Calcutta Police been 
edected'' It is. Sir, by importing from the Punjab a large number of 
c.r-servif’cmen all Muslims. Now, how nice the position would [rave been 
had you placed this budget earh, 7,c., before imi>or(ing these Punjabi 
e.r-servieemen and asked for a grant like this? I think. Sir, in that event 
you would have got the advice from thi.s Hrnise as well as from the Assembly, 
which has got the right to sanction or refuse a gi‘ant, (hat, if you require 
the Ar-med Force to be strengthemMl, you should do so by * appointing 
Bengalis and not by importing the c.r-servicemen from the Ihinjah. You 
have deprived both the Houses of thejr right of criticism, of their right 
(»f persuading you to do the right thing at the right time. And in this 
matter of appointing fi<r-seivieemen from the Punjab as constables in the 
taloutta Armed Forces, whether you heard us or not, there would liave 
beeij the chance for us of appealing to your sentiments, to your feeling of 
local patriotism. We could have persuaded you in right time to take even 
the Bengali Muslims in the armed forces instead of importing the Punjabi 
Muslims, You have taken away that opportunity from us. Therefore I 
repeat that it is a had practice to bring in supplementary budget estimates 
iiKe this for criticism at the fag end of the year. 


r, , ^ like to touch also “(Irant No. 20 — Charges on account of 

^ducation, a token grant of rupee one for Muslim Education”. In the 
Mplanatory Memorandum under this head it is stated “This token demand 
ot ite.l 18 made for the purpose of obtaining the assent of the Legislature 
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to the payment of a contribution of Rs. 4, 32, 000 to the Muslim Education 
Fund which has been created this year for the advancement of Muslim 
Education. The balance of the contribution will be met out of savings 
elsewhere in the current year's Education Budget." 

Sir, you have cut away a very important grant, for it actually made for 
the expansion of science in the Calcutta University. There they cut out 
9 lukhs. Can tlie balance be met out of the savings made on that liead^ 
If not, then it is a grievous WTOng (jfcr)ne to Education. If this grant had 
been presented in right time before the House we could have pointed out 
the necessity of such a provision along with that tor Muslim education, 
Madrassahs and other things. Sir, an allotment should be made for help- 
ing and starting a hostel for scheduled castes students. Have you made 
any such provision. 1 think you have not. (Tlie Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed 
Ali: Yes.) But tlnui a much larger grant is necessary and we would 
have been able to ])()int that out to you when the ])rovision was brought 
before the House; we could have pointed out tf) you what the grant should 
be in comparison with the*provision made for Ihe education of the majority 
community. No, Sir, this token grant will not do. Tliat men are suffering 
from severe hardships in re.sj)ect of education^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I rise 
on a point of order. According to Rule 1(1 of the Procedure Rules of this 
House a member desiring to make any observations on any matter before 
the '(V)un(dl shall speak from his ))lace, shall rise he speaks, and shall 

address the ih-esident, etc. But he n ad<lH‘ssinf* members direct as “you, 
you", etc. is this in order;' 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, Sn'. 1 am awart* oi tins rule and 
observe it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: He has not addressed any m(*mh»‘r ])ersonally hut he 
really means the Chair. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: 1 am apj)ealing to tin* treasury benches 
through the President, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: But, Sir, he is 

usin|( expressions “um” meaning not the Chair hut the Ministers. He is 
putting (juestions diicct and not in (lit* third peison. 

# Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, please don't jmt an\ «iuestion to the 
Hon’ble Ministers direct. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I ma.N say at the very outset tliat 
whatever I do say I am saying through the President. The Hon'hle Minister 
should not he so thin-skiniUHl. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is an un]uirliamentaiy piactiia* and it should 
not he allowed to develop. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8! No, Sir, there is no such fear; hut at 
the same time the Minister should not he so thin-skinned. When the 
Minister whom 1 am addressing is not objecting, I do not think he should 
interrupt. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But the rules of the House should he observed, 
Mr. Das. You should not forgot that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But, Sir. he need not do so 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Order, owltT. The Leader of the House is perfectly 
right in drawing attention of the Chair to this breach of rules. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I do not say that that he is not right, 
but I simply say that he need not be so thin-sluuned as that. 
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Anyway, Sir, all that I do say is that the grant for accommodation of 
scheduled antes students is absolutely inadequate and it tlie llon'ble Minister 
concerned had brought forward this proposal at the right time, then we should 
certainly have considered the matter and move<l tor ample provision for the 
education of the members of that community, so that there would not have 
been any room for complaint whatsoever on this score. 

The last observation that 1 would make is that tlu‘ demand for such a 
huge amount in tlie sup})lementar^ demand only ])i-o\es that the Hon'hlt‘ 
Finance Minister (lid not anticipate properU the expenditnrt' ot things to come, 
\Vc think the Finance Minister should alwa,\ s he of smdi capaeilN that he 
should he able to anticipate c<unin^ events and make ( (»i reN}Mmding provi- 
sion for them. The amount ask(*d tor is so huge fiiat it onl\ sliows the 
extreme carelessness with ahi<*h the original hudgt»t was diawn u]). 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : vsupplementary 3 rTOTi>?[ 

TO m m w ^ ZTf 

JOT yfJrtro otH m to Mak tcro l a ^ heads CIUV 1:1^ head 

m TOST« UT? JTTR 5^1 a^T aC^‘'TO TOTRt watT 

otI to rc? fTOyi m Bihar refugee m m ffCIRTl 

Um TO a^*; ^ ac^ Wii esm to Jtjsrft 

a^ rcfiigeecy? jf:«n to cto? mm rc® 

a^ m ^ ^ m to to. mro HTOit 

TOfpt ®iT:yi a^ m cm m rm 

m ^ mm ^ ^ 5ttw a^v mm to af 

TO ?5; a^ stew mm mvm 

OTF TO a^N a® ^ ui ®T' to nr? Jtri cn 

tro aTO? ®Tt?ja Um to cm cm ^ tot^i m at r 

TO R ^ m ms fro? ^r5«fR^ 1 w(> 

^ ru5 mm m. at r bR wfR* 

^FTR mm OTRty^t m m^ ^?5it 

R m*i sfMT*nF m um taRt r c’^fR TOtm1<T at Jrt. Jtrtsrr? *=i;«f®R^ at 
^ to TO STRRR, TO t’C® ’TTR- -®I1R? i5tIR--f3Pi5 ^ 

^TTcfk ^ TO to ^ ®tr:^ to ®t’ rr toit m 
to JH”! 

a? n? to Grant No. 13 a- -to TO TOi fTTO crri at 

to TO to TO ^TO Ufm mm Executive ()aifvrR?t mm 

TO toR I ms^ cwr a^ tot ^rtoI ir®^ to to at 

to TO to ®Tra R'5T*TOR? ms^jfw ^ R*n 5T;;to 

TO R6{tr TORI RK® a^T tof g^rr W R at to 5FR RGITTR eOTF «ltoOTr 

propaganda TO?l 5=t:;f?*rr TORI aJttoTR 5^r*atonF bR ^TO, 

mm rr t’R at to to to totoI itor wr- 

®R Rt propaganda? TO 5Tr*WtoTO-fR fiJR ff’R 

at to TO to TOi mm ®R a^lmm^strationa? 3:®m mc^ 5TT*a* 

'ntiTO toR t^'?Ri sfRim mm atoRR? TOt 5p»iRn’?n®®n? j-gf® a?^ toiR? 

<TTO TO rcwi sTFato^ stFsn- aJt^t rmt r, ®r?r »!;<(; 

tog TOgTR ? gc*n ftrtor cotiw ^ 1 smar «r®«fRc*^ tog toR« asR a^^tr nrto- 
TO 3Rto gTR R ®r RTO m ^ m ?rtgT 

^ ^ Assembly, Council House a?t Secretariat-4 
^«t Upper Divisiona Clerk at CM tSHTO 5g? ggRflR fTOCRT TO tl gri 
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Aflflembly « CouaciUj CTO Secretariat dl? r8nk(a?C derkC'i?! CTO 

«(r*niT ^ i ^ to? tm «itcir 

promotion ii? CTO 4H^l C^ Secretariat «il C^ rank^ij? 

m m «(TCf I fro^- 

m *tc?c¥ i ^<c?c*$‘« ?r ^ to: i mm a tot ?p?c 5 *nt? 

C? ?rr?T f'T^C’TTOZ? TOT ?RIC??l ^*fC?*$‘ ^^5l?rC??6 ^ >3?^ 13^ 

TOs^t TOTOc? f^cTOT ^c??i TO?T mm ^\ (Mr. 

Harioas Majumdar: C^ I ) 

TO’t? TOi? TOT rm fw fTO'^t TOC"? I fmm tot mq^ — 3l s^aroc^ 

r<CH? ^??r Kc? i5tCK< l*tT?T? <*C<1 CTOTI? TO" I ‘3^2iT C^, 

CTO 5?1to ^C?Rl CTO^ s^STO f*lTO \5ira fro? 

croc? fro? ?TTOT TO ?’C«5, m TO TO5 TOW 5(TalTJ TOT? «(CW 

c? '^iT® ®tto W^r? srt <k^i to ?'c®5 tot^ to(tc??[ 

mmi froi ?w?? ?ic^ ®a<t5^p- srrf®? c^cro? tw? ^ 

mm TO l[C?Cf C’T&T recurring TO ??t^l i3^ a*T^ TO recurring 

TO TOfl?^? TOll TO ^35^ TO ^3$ C? Muslim Education Fund 4 

m TO a;srTOr< ?t?t rvm, ®tc® m u sjto? 

®an>l «itf®C5f t<T^riI 5>RT ?C5f^ ^ mm P’CTTCVl a 5T»?r'? 'TOR ?TO? TO >3^ C? 

R at??T«T ?T4T C?«?r ?C?C5 ®rcf<^ toI TO6 C?*l1l TO 

3?f 1^ ?ni <'Ra arrlH W?!, C? HT?r?«t Educatum Fund wm U\ Edutation Fund 
affl5T«l^ U^V5 ^ ?TO ?C? ?T'TO ?;5TTO-^ r:r ?[ Rr[4 

?PTC^ ^TCSt^ C>\t C? JTTTOn I’and IRi}T s^^TOR ?R2rTTC?? C^TO? RT?T I 

TO ‘'TOT ^SRTC?? ?® f'c® mm to jRa^c?? cs^trr ^w? ^'c® to 

m, TO«T 3Jr to;;c?? rto, RT®Tt?'<^ to ?'c® to ?r, 

sw; c?*t1 ^(Tt'TOi 3? f*r?r toc^r? 3^ toi to cro 

®Tt®? C^-R CSITC?-? tTC® WC^rt^l <*K^\ WH?! ?^Rr CTOC-T Education Department 
atTTOJq- <*?Cf^ C<‘rit ?yt3RR 5t:»3OT^f 3 <n C?’irC«^ 3$ \m\ TORT 'iO ^ 

«(tW? H^WR ?yRTOCT? TO C?‘R TO^TRRT Rt I C? 

TO! Jt;;H^RC‘T< Fund m 5*et, «t?r 5 : ;59pi['T2T^- TO TO HTI 

♦n® BT? llr<'T? SiTTRI? temporary TO a"ITT f^C^R. TO? TO ?n?RT 

?iti ?TT?i? ®TTt® t*TTO Wrea^T a'^Psatri ®r?T wst? «to? toi 

toi? TO^’R H^nsiR-T yRsPTO ??;, ?TO m 3 $ toi to-^r ntwTTO to? w 

TO? TO"?! iTO? Wr^a^T 3^ 5r-T aT& 2^^ i^ RR Jlt^r Co 

BT? (>T?'Ta 1 kC®*T ®T'?'CSl CHi?T TOT? 5® R C?:?^ «ITTO to? 1 TO?T c>c 

TO*t *p?c® mt?i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 presume that tiie tliseu-s^ion ot Supplementary 
Deimuvds will eoutuiue. Is that the idea:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, some members ot the 
Government Parts will also speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then sve may adjourn the House now ami tomorrow 
we ghail take it up again. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: I understand 

there is a Hindu festival tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not know it the Assembly is closed tomorrow’. 
In any case we do not go by the time-table of tUe Assembly. If the 
honourable Hindu members want a holiday tomorrow for the “Baruni” I hope 
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the Muslim members will not staml in their way. It is, in any case, for 
the House to decide wlietlier there should he sitting- tomorrow or not. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We can liave no objection, Sir, 
if the other side, if the Hindu ineinhers waiit a holiday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If tomonow the House does not sit and if this dis- 
cussion of the Supplenientar\ Hud^ct is not continuetl tomorrow the next 
sittinj? day is on Friday, but tlien Frulay is a iion-<dli(‘iul day and the 
Suiiplementary Hiid^ref cannot be taken up on Friday. That uill upset the 
time-table, will it noiP 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes. a bit. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am sure \ou reali'-K' the ditli- 

cultic'', Sir, but we d() not •'tand in the \\a\ of ouj 1 1 lends opposite. It is 
a question of religious festival. We cannot oppose it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The memlxu''^ oi my party are insisting 
tliat they should have a li«dida\ tomoirow tor tiie festival. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ail ne-ht. As the llindti mcmbcMs want a holiday 
tomorrow tlic tio> ei'nimoit an' also aL’reeable the House stands adjouriuul 
till 2-dt) ]>.m. on Friday. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-‘l(l ii.m. on Fiidav, (he 21st March, 
11147. 
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Members absent. 

The follovvinjc members were absent from the meeting held on the 19th 
March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. L. r. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhurj', ^ 

{‘\) Mr. Bankim (^landra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(;')) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne, 

{()) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

( 7 ) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran, 

(8) Mr. Mungturam daipuria, 

(9) Kban Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(10) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(11) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(12) Mr. Nagendra Nath ^ilahalanobish, 

(Id) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, and 

(14) Dr. Kumud Sankar Hoy. 


WDOP*47|S4S62A*7SO 



First Session, 1947~No. IS. 


The CorNCiL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Ihiilding, 
Calcutta, on 21^st March, 1947, at 2-3') p.ui., being the 22iul day of the First 
Session of 1947, pursuant to section 92(2 >((i) ot the (jovernment of India 
Act. 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pr.asad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in .the Chair. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of privilege. Sir. On Friday 
last Mr. Deputy President was in the Chair and the IJoirble Finance Minister 
laid before the House the accounts of the province and the Heport of the 
iffiiditor-General thereon and we wanted to move a motion thereon. It was 
understood that it would he taken up first thing today. l)a> before yesterday 
we called on you in your Chamber, Sir, and we understand tliat a certain 
compromise was arrived at with regard lo the Besoliition. We however 
have not got a copy of the resolution. Can we get a copy now, Sirf^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand, Mr. Das, a copy of the resolution was 
sent to Governinent for their views. I would tljerefore })ropose to discuss 
the matter with Hon’ble Finance Minister as regards the iorm of the resolu- 
Uoii. It can he taken up any time today. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: All right, Sir. 

Non-official Resolutions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg^ to move that this ( nuiicil i.s rd opinion 
that the Govturiment of Bengal be stiongly uiged upon to take vei v (*arly 
step^ to found a MiLsliiii Cniversity in Beng^al on the line (d Aligarh Muslim 
1 iij\ersity and other siinilai' .special rniveisitie.s ol tin* world and to enact 
sujliihle legislation for that puipo.se. 

Sir, this is a most imjiortant resolution from Mu.^lini (Mlncational point 
of MOW. At the very beginning I want to clear a iiii>eonee]»tion about this 
revtiiiitifui. I do not move this r(‘.‘'olutioii with aiiv eoniinunal motive. 
Tlieie is nothing communal in the proposition. Sir, this resolution asks 
for special facilities for the Muslims of Bengal in view of their very back- 
wardness in the field ol education, so that they may make a very raiud 
progress in the field of education to make up their deficiency. For this 
piirjmse it is urgently necessary that special facilities .-'hoiild b<* given to 
Muslims and other backward classes who are very backward in e<lucation 
and tile policy of giving special facilities Ims not only been not admitted in any 
system of public instruction of this country but al.so have now been put into 
operation from many ddcades. Many special institutions such as Benares 
Hindu University, Sanskrit College in Calcutta, Islamia College, Aligarh 
Muslim University have been established which ju.stify the soundness of 
this policy. The Commissions and Committees wdiich have investigated into 
the causes of the backwardness of Muslim education recommended the 
soundness of this policy and the Calcutta University Commission, which 
published its report in 1917-19 in Part 1, Chapter Vl of Volume I of that 
report the Commission remarked “Mussulmans have their own tradition and 
ideal. — tradition and ideal which are the common property of Islam but 
’which cannot be identified with those of any other communities. Bromindlit 
among the ideals w'hich sway the ordinary' Mussalman — the conviction that 
nbthing would compensate for the loss jjf the couscous membership of 
the Great Muasalmau coniia unity of fte world. So^arhile tim Bengali 
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Mussulman is genuinely anxious that the oommutity reap the full benefit 
of secular education, he is not prepared to take these benefits at the price 
of any real sacrifice of Islamic tradition, culture and custom. The feelings 
of the Muslims have been tinged with not unnatural pride, its traditional 
culture, the culture which was evolved during the great days of Islam. 
The Indian Muslims like the Hindu patriots feel towards India as their 
mother land. The ideals of Islam, their conception of society are at once 
cosmopolitan”. ^ 

The Indian Education Commission of 1882 practically made similar 
remarks strongly recommending for special facilities to the Muslims by way 
of special scholarships, stipends, establishment of special institutions for 
Muslims. I>r. W. W. Hunter in his book “Indian Muslims” in 1871 
ascribed to the system of education introduced by the Britons the cause of 
Muslim backwardness in education. He wrote “Our system of public 
instruction ignores the three most powerful instinct of the Muslims. 
According to deep thinking men secular education signally failed in Ireland. 
In 1913 Mr. W. Homell as Chairman also recommended the establi.shm^l^ 
of special institutions for Muslims. The Secretary to the Government of 
India, Education Department, in his letter dated 1913 stated the necessity 
of establishing special institutions for Muslims at important Muslim centres 
of population. The Calcutta University Commission stated that up to 
Matriculation class on 31 st March 1917 the number of Muslim pupils was 
less than l/5th of the Hindus. In other words, though the Muslims 
represent 52 7 per cent, of the population of Bengal Presidency their children 
constitute only about 1 /5th of boys and girls who w^ere receiving secondary 
education. In 1916-17 the percentage of Muslims in the high schools w§s 
only 26 5 per cent, and only 7 3 per cent, appeared in the Matriculation 
examination in that year. On account of the slow progress of Muslim 
education in Bengal the University Commission recommended “We consider 
it <lesiral)le that a college for the Muslims should be established in Calcutta.” 
In pursuance of their recommendation the Islamia College was established. 
The majority of those who oppose communal representation are in favour 
of communal colleges, even a communal University. Mr. R. N. Gilchrist, 
the then Princij)al of Krishnagar College, favoured the establishment of a 
separate University for Muslims. Mr. S. G. Dunn of the Muir College, 
Allahabad, considered that the needs of particular communities such ^s the 
Muslims should be met by the establishment of special Universities. 
Mr. Mark Hunter, the then Director of Public Instruction of Burma, 
expressed the same view in favour of a communal University. Rightly or 
wrongly there is a strong feeling amongst Muhammadans that though they 
are numerically superior to other communities in Bengal, and are making 
every effort to* advance in education, very little regard is paid to their 
requirements in the University. Mr. Sharpe was of opinion that the 
Muslhns require larger representation on the governing body. This can be 
best arranged by the establishment of special University as centres of 
Muhammadan education, like Dacca and Chittagong. For their backward- 
ness, for file backwardness of Muslims in higher education, the Calcutta 
University Commi.ssion in paragraph 102 of ^ olume I of their Report 
advocated special facilities for rapid progress of Muslim education. In 
paragraph 103 of Chapter VI of Volume I, Part I of their report the Calcutta 
^Jniversity Commission made the following specific recommendation in the 
ollowing Avords : — 

“A satisfaotorv solution of the difficulties in the wav of Muslim education 
8 not unattainable. It will l>e found — we hope it will be found — partly in 
ihe establishment of Muslim coUeges, balls of residence and hostels in which 
the tone of thought will be congenial to Muslims and their way of life and 
vrorship observed; partly by endeavouring to ensure that, where there are 
considerable groups of Muslim students in any college their tutorial an^ 
social needs should be provided for; partly through a reconstruction of tne 
Universit^b^ which ^otld welcome tne erudition aof Muslim teachers and 
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other Isiimic scholars dosen for their eminent learning not from Bengal 
only but out of the whole Islamic world and should furnish them with 
opportunities of teaching and research. Sir, puroosely I have referred to 
the opinion of this expert body like the Calcutta University Commission, an 
Indian Education Commission, to prove (hat there is no communal question 
involved in this resolution. The necessity of such a University was felt, 
advocated by many learned bodies, learned non-Muhammadan educationists 
in the past. The Government of India as well as the Government of Bengal 
have already realised the necessity of special facility for the Muslims in the 
field of education. There is no danger of communalism in this demand for 
larger facility. Muslims of Bengal have been demanding special facilities 
for more than a century. An All-India Muslim deputation waited upon the 
then Lord Minto on 1st October, 191K), at Simla and presented a memorial 
containing Muslims’ grievances and the need for estublisliing a Muslim 
University as a centre of their culture and tradition. The Hartog Committee 
which as auxiliary to the Simon Commi.ssion investigated into the progress 
of education in India in their report published in 1929 after reviewing the 
causes of the slow growth of Mu.slim education specially in Bengal, at page 
2U() of their report remarked as follows : — ^ 

“If, therefore, special arrangements inside the public sj’stem of education 
were made now and possibly for some time to come, to enable Muliummadan 
coniinunity to take its full share of life and in the advance of the nation, 
this would not in our opinion be inconsistent either wuth sound democratic 
or .sound educational principles.” 

Then that committee recommended to the Government of Bengal to give 
tacilities to the Muslims in all po.ssible W'ays for making up the great leeway 
in the field of Muhammadan education. As the expression of the principle 
which was involved in the resolution quoted above remarks, 1 now come 
to the most important question, that is w'hy a Muslim University is needed 
in Bengal, to accelerate the progress of Muhammadan education. I have 
tried to show to some extent the need for .such institution in Bengal by 
quoting tlie opinion of committees and learned bodies like the Calcutta 
University romiiii.ssion and the Hartog Committee. Now I will prove the 
miserable condition of Muslim education as it prevails in Bengal at present. 
1 will (piote some figures to show how' the Muslims still lag behiml in the 
field oi education. The latest figures disclo.sed to this Iloiihe in rrqily to a 
question of mine by the Hon’ble Education Minister were that in 1940-41 
thtuc were 7,0(»d,09(i Muslim student.-? in the primary .■^tage, tliat is their 
percentage was 31, but in the middle stage that iiumher from 17 lakhs 
dropped to ofi.OOO, that is to 2<) per cent. In the hiLduT stages it w’us still 
further reduced to .')(J.44d, that i.s to 23 per cent. In Arts colleges it was 
leduced to 7.070. i.e., to 20 7 per cent, and in profes.sional colleges it was 
leiluced to 8-jO. i.e., to 12 2 per cent. In teclinieu) schools and cmiimereial 
M'hools it wa.s 2,2d9, tliat is, 20 9 per cent, and in commercial schools it 
"as 3(»0, i.e., 21 8 per cent. Even if we compare the figure for 1940-41 wdth 
the figures of 1943 it will be seen that fliere has not been any appreciable 
increase in the number within the.se five years, in number or in tlie 
peicentage. Rather in .some respects it has been reduced. In the primary 
''tage the number of Muslim .students ha.s rather decrea.sed from 17 lakhs to 
10 lakhs that is from 34 9 per cent, to 34'3, though it seems to have increased 
hy a .slight extent at the middle .stage. From 30,000 to 70,000 that is 81 
in high stage it has ])een increased to fi0,09I that is from 23 3 per cent, to 
’2(> per cent. In Arts Uollege.s its number has decreased. Here it is fouiuf 
7.000. that is, from 204 to 19 8 per cent. In professional colleges it has 
increased from 12*2 to 13 4 per cent. In technical schools it has increased 
u little, that is ?,892. It has increased in percentage and not in number. 
Compared with the latest figure with the figures of 1927 we find that during 
tW 30 years the progress of Muslim education has not been considerably 
^uvanced. That is in 1937 the percentage of Muslim in primary stage was 
^1. It has increased only by 3 per cent., that is, 54 5 per cent. In middle 
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Btage it has increased by 12^ per cent. But in high stage it is 5 per ceni 
only. It was 15*5 per cent, in 1945, it is now 19 d per cent. In Arts College 
from 14 per cent, to 19 per cent, that is, an increase of 5 per cent. I: 
professional college from 14 per cent, to 15 per cent., that is, 1 per cent 
At this rate if the Muslims are to progress it will take a century to make u] 
the leeway in respect of education. It is apparent from the percentage o 
Muslim to the total number of population that the progress of Muslin 
education is very slow during period from 1927 to 1947. From thesi 
figures it will be proved that the percentage of Muslims getting educatioi 
is very inadequate and it has practically remained steady, in the middh 
stage it has increased a little and in the high stage it has increased by 1 pei 
cent, and in Arts Colleges it has increased to o per cent. So Bengal lags 
behind compared witli the education of Muslims in other provinces. It wil 
be seen that Bengali Muslims lag far behind as compared with their brothei 
Muslims in other provinces in the field of education. According to tlu 
Hartog Committee’s report, in Bengal the ratio of people is far less than 
that of Muslim population. The ratio of Muslim population is 54 per cent, 
but the students in the Arts Colleges is 14 2 per cent. In Madras the 
percentage of Muslim ])opulation is (i-7 but tin* percentage of Muslim pupils 
is 11. In Ciiited Brovinces the percentage of Muslim population is 14 d 
and the percentage of Muslim pujuls is 18. In Bihar, the percentage of 
Muslim population is lOl) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, I may just tell you that lialf-an- 
hour is lh(‘ time-limit given to tlie mover of a re^rdution and you have 
nearly reached that time-limit. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I shall very hriefiy refer to the ])resent condi- 
tion of the Musli]u education especially in the higher education. During 
the last 10 yi'urs from 1941 only 2,225 hoys have passed the Matriculation. 
Of successful candidates only 9(1 ]»ass(*(l l.Sc. against 1.04(1 ol the Hindus. 
Only 18 passed B.Sc. against 5(11 Hindus. The number of Muslim students 
who passed M.Se. from 1945-48 was 14 against 05(1 of tin* Hindus. In 
1948-49 the jjereeiitagc* of the Hindu boys who went to high schools Irom 
primary schools was 74*5 and such nunihcr of ^fiislinis w'as 24 7 only. Sir. 
only 18 Muslim boys passed M.Sc. during the 5 \ears Irom 1945. As my 
time is uj) I do not want to dwell on ollmr as]H‘cts ot ih<‘ (iiiestion. I think 
1 have iUready sutlicientlx shown what i^ the pienent condition of Muslim 
cilucatiou ill Bengal. It is still Both in hiphi'r education. So s])t‘(’ial 
facilities are needed in the field of edueation. Don’t you think that it the 
Muslims are lud educationally equipjied fur taking e(|ual share in the 
administration id the country tliev wall not bt* able to do greater good to thi*' 
great countiw Y I ai>peal to my friends to consider this demand for giving 
special facilities to tht* Muslims and 1 hop(‘ th(*y will support my resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that this (’oum il is of opinion that 
the (ioverumeut of Bengal be strongl\ urged ui»on to take very earl\ steps 
to found a Muslim University in Bengal on the line of Aligarh Muslim 
University and other similar special Universities of the world and to enact 
suitable legislation lor that purpose, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege again. 
May we know w’heii the Government resolution will be in regard to the 
Public Accounts Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am going to discuss that matter. AVill you please 
wait for some time. Let Mr. Knbir move his amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move my amendment to the 
resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed 4liat for all the words beginning wuth “found 
a Muslim University in Bengal” and ending with “for that purpose,” the 
followinir be substituted, vii, : — 

“secure tbe advancement of Muslim educatiem, in Bengal specially wilh 
a^ view to enable the Muslim community to make up their leeway 
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in scientific and technical education by providing for free tuition, 
boarding and lodging in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and 
technologies for all meritorious students who secure more than 60 
per cent, marks in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta 
University or the Board of Intermediate Studies, Dacca, and the 
grant of suitable stipends and scholarships to other deserving 
students selected on the recommendations of a Board composed of 
two educationists nominated by each of the Universities of Calcutta 
and Dacca.” 

As amended the resolution will therefore read as follows: — 

That this Council is of opinion that the (lovernment of Bengal be 
strongly urged upon to take very early steps to secure the advance- 
ment of Muslim education in Bengal specially with a view to enable 
the Muslim community to mak(‘ up their leeway in scientific and 
technical education by providing for free tuition, hoarding and 
lodging, in medicine, agriculture, the scienct‘s and technologies 
for all meritorious students who seciin* moit' than (iO per cent, 
mark.s in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta University 
or the Boaid of Intermediate Studies, Dacca, and the grant of 
suitable stipends and scholarshi])s to ntluT deserving students 
selected on the recommendations of a Board com])osed of two 
educationi.^ts nominated by each of the Universities of Calcutta and 
Dacca. 

(At this stage the Deputy President took the (’hair.) 

Mr. Deputy President . Sir, I think it will not 1 h‘ necessarv for*me to 
make a long s^ieech in support of my aimonlment. To a very largt* extent 
I find m\ lionouiahh* fjieiul wlo) moved the resolution has advanced argu- 
iiiiMits which are arguments not in tavoiir of his resolution hut in favour 
oi an amendment ot the type which 1 have ]daced Indore the House. The 
iiiaiii argument which he j)laccd was that the Muslims are today (‘ducationally 
hnekward and for that they require etodain special facilities, and it is only 
■vuth a view — — 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a punt ot Order. Is the 
aniendnieiit really in order, Sir^ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: It has ImvU) moved. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It has been lound tf) )»e in order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The amendment seems to he 
trttally of a difl'tU'ent kind, diflenuit alt(>gether from the ]nir)»ose of the 
resolution itself. It must hav«* some connection with the resolution Imt I 
find it has not. The amemlmeiit is a good resoluticui standing hy itself, 
ami 1 should welcrune an op[)f>rtunity to discims it hut not in the* form in 
which it is brought, namely, in the form ot an aimuidmeiit to a residution. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Fortunately hetfire taking the chair 1 
consulted the very point with the lloirhle l*resident and the Hon'ble 
Pjesident is of the opinion that it is in order and he has referred me to page 

of Ma\’s Parliamentary Practice. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank you, Sir. If I might digress for a 
moment, I would draw the attention of my honourable friend who raised 
this point of order to the recognised parliamentary practice by wdiich a 
mover of an amendment is permitted to remove every single word of the 
resolution following after the words ‘‘That the House resolve.” 

I believe that the Question raised by my friend regarding the inudmissihility 
!>f my amendment nas been already settled bv you. Anvway, as I have 
pointed out, my friend, as a practitioner of law, should be more aware 
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of parliamentarv procedure and practice and as an experienced parlia- 
mentarian he should not forget things which he himself has done in the 
past. 

I will now, Sir, proceed with the amendment which stands in my name. 
I would go further and say, by whatever name you like to call it, that there 
is a definite proposal in it, a definite suggestion for carrying out the very 
purposes of the honourable the mover pf the resolution. He wants that, in 
view of the backwardness of the Muslims educationally, special facilities 
should be provided for them so that the backwardness may be overcome 
That IS the whole purport of his resolution. I do not think there is any 
particular point or any special fascination for the words “Muslim Univer- 

^ ^ ^^*^se the words 

Muslim Lniyersity” are a contradiction in terms. A University is a place 
ydiere the universe meets. It is a university where the whole "universe is 
invited for the exchange of knowledge and learning. To talk of a 
‘'Muslim University” is to ask for (as we say in Bengali) Shonar Pathar Bati 
(an earthen cup made of gold). What my honourable friend wants is 
more facilities for Muslim education but what he exactly means by demand- 
ing “a Muslim University” for the purpose, he did not make clear in his 
speech ; at least 1 am afraid that the wording of his resolution does not make 
it clear. 

What do the terms “a Muslim University in Bengal on the lines of the 
Aligarh Muslim University” and “other similar special universities of the 
world” meanl^ There are certainly special universities in the world; there 
are technological universities, there are universities which deal with arts 
subjects, universities which are confined to particular branches ol knowledge 
or learning. But I do not think there are other special universities of the 
particular kind that my honourable friend has in mind. Sir, one of my 
friends mentions the name of the A1 Azliar University. That,’ however, is 
an institution that is not a Muslim University in the sense in which it is 
used in the resolution. It is a university in the real sense of the term, 
whose doors are open to i>eople of all clinies and races, not only today but 
has been so for centuries. And people from the farthest reaches of tliina 
and South Africa have come there and received education. 

C'oming to the Aligarh Muslim University, what is the special Muslim 
characteristic applicable to i\? And what is it that we exactly understand 
by the expression “Muslim University”. Is there any physics called 
Muslim physics? Is there anything like “Muslim biology”? Or is there 
anything like Muslim (hemistry? What exactly is to be understood by 
this expression? I quite agree with my friend* that today for various 
reasons the Mussalmans are unfortuntely, educationally backward. Among 
those reasons one, though not the chief, reason is the mistaken policy of 
the leaders of that community. When English education was intrmluced 
in the country, the Mussulmans did not at first take to it. They kept aloof. 
I cun understand their psychology. I can .sympathise with it. People who 
Avere in power were all on a sudden reduced to the position of subjects. 
People who had hitherto been accustomed to education through a particular 
medium suddenly found that medium changed. It caused a mental revul- 
sion of feeling and they boycotted English education of the type taught. 
Sir, it is a psychology that is understandable, but not at all logically 
defensible or uefensible from the point view of the interest of the community. 
The educational backwardness of the Mussalmans todav is largely due to 
the fact that when European education was introduced into this country, 
the Mussalmans kept aloof. Ever since that time, we have been trying to 
make up the leeway. Attempts '‘hre being made in this direction. The 
object is common, namely, the provision of special facilities for the Mussal- 
nians. This is an object to which I think not a single member of the Hoi^e 
is opposed. Every one of the members here wants that all communities in 
India, and Mussalmans who form one of the major communities in India 
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and the majority community in Bengal, should not be educationally back- 
ward; the^ should be at least equal in educational standards with the other 
communities. 

Today we live in the days of democracy. Democracy means the rule of 
the masses, of the people. If the masess are not educated, they cannot take 
a wider and broader outlook about the affairs which govern the relations 
between man and man. The whole country will suffer in such case. For 
the sake of his own interest, every Hindu should therefore support every 
measure which wants to advance Muslim education. Disraeli said long ago 
that now that democracy has come, we must educate our masters. Sir, 
that is the problem today. But how can we solve that problem by providing 
for a separate Muslim University, something which is a contraifiction in 
terms, something which is plainly absurd and has never succeeded anywhere 
in the world? 

I do not intend to say against any one of the recognised institutions in 
this country. At the same time, can anybody fail to notice the gradual anti 
steady fall in the standard of education in those “separate” institutions? 
The slackness of discipline and general tone of educational atmosphere in 
those institutions.^ I would ask members to consider this point. We of 
course want to make up our leeway, but for this we must find out the 
reasons of the backwardness. What are the reasons — why are Muslims hack- 
w’ard today? There are two or three main reasons but the first and foremost 
is poverty. In many cases the average Muslim student comes from au 
economic group which is financially much less pros})erous than corresponding 
groups of other communities. That is particularly true in Bengal. What 
we want is advance of education and not the creation of a few more build- 
ings at a huge cost and importation of a few professors of doubtful reputa- 
tion. What we want is that the best Muslim students .should get tliu 
wherewithal to prosecute their study. 

There are so many problems. There are problems of lodging, there ar^ 
problems of boarding, there are problems of suitable accoininodution in tho 
colleges where tliey will prosecute their study. The*»e are problems which 
ought to be tackled first. Over and above, there are problems of financing 
the poor and brilliant student.', v^llo for lack of funds cannot make any 
advance in their study. In Bengal Muslims are not unfavourably placed 
in the lower, middle or upper vernacular or even in the high schools. There 
they can hold their own. Only when they come to tin* college stage, do 
they find themselves in difficulties. It wifi Ik* foun<l that although the 
Muslim population is about ’>4 or oo per cent, in Bengal, Muslim students 
in tlie colleges and in the university arc vciy much lower in percentage. 
The main reason for this is the want of adeejuate finance. 

We should go to the root of the disease and make education free and 
make it available to all. I take it that every member (d tliis Houw^ — 
Muslims and Hindus — t-*very one will agree tliut the country will ju-osper — 
the province will prosper with free edujcation. I am sure every .section of 
this House will agree with me that * education should be free for all 
communities. It shoujd be free for every meritorious student so tliat the 
State will get the benefit of his ability and merit and profit by it. It is 
not so much for the individual advantage of such brilliant students as for 
the advantage of the State that there should be sufficient financial help 
forthcoming for meritorious students of the Muslim an<l other communities. 

Many brilliant Muslim students coming from poor families cannof 
complete their education. This is not only u loss to the Muslim community 
but it is a loss to the State. On account of want of financial backing, 08 
per cent, of the people of Bengal cannot contribute their requisite quota, to 
the culture of the land. Their proportion in higher education would be a 
great help— a great asset to the State. 

In my amendment t have asked for help to the Muslim community to 
make up their leeway in scientific and technical education by providing for 
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free tuition, boarding and lodging in medicine, agriculture, tbe sciences and 
technologies. These are all problems the nation must solve. We have 
not sufficient scope for meritorious students who have special gifts or 
qualifications. If they are given proper opportunity, they might be of 
great advantage to the country — they might be of great service to the 
country. Bengal, nay India would profit by the services of these brilliant 
students. I am not thinking of the benefit to the individual, or only to the 
community but to the country as a wMole. 

My honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has referred to the reports of the 
Committees and Commissions which, unfortunately by the passage of time, 
have become obsolete. They have become out of date. Tlie spirit of the 
time today demands technical education for the masses, facilities for medical 
education to the masses, facilities for agricultural education to the masses. 
You must provide for scientific progres.s. Then and then alone will there 
be true and real Muslim education in tbe ])rovince. The Mussalmaiis will 
be benefited by it and the province as a whole will be benefited by it. 

A separate university means new buildings; you spend lakhs and lakhs 
of rupees over buildings which are of little use. It is our bitter experience 
— and when I say this my friends on the other side will agree with me, that 
there are peo])le who talk of Madrussas but they themselves never send tlieir 
children to tlie Madrassas — they are lor other ])eo])le’s children and not for 
their own. That is the ])Osition not only of the Madrassas hut also of other 
denominational institutions. These denominational institutions where hoys 
of only one community are hinblled together cannot hav(‘ the nece.ssary give 
and take that young peojile need. The spirit of co-ojieration, the atniosjihere 
of freedom and comparative liberty Iroin any kind ol communal, jicisonab 
selfish and other interest^ are more ])r(‘sent amon^ the \()ung than the old. 
If the (diildren and young men ol the ditl'ertml ctmimunities are ])ut together, 
they pick up friendshijis which last to the end (d their lives. In such 
atrno.sphere, you can hope to buihl a corporate body. This is of special 
im])ortunre to Bengal. Whatever happens cKeuliere in India, in this 
province \'ou ciinnot divitb' one community Irom th(‘ other. They are 
unescapably mixed with one another. Any (juestion of division or j)artition 
is meaningless here. If we want a division, il we want your education to 
be se])arated, if we want your territories to be separate, we will arrive at 
a jiosition which will l)e not onl\ absurd and illogical, it ^^ill also b;* 
impracticable. 

It is a strange irony of fate that at one time tbe Hindu" of Btmgal had 
been bitterl^ o]>posod to the partition ot the j)r(u*ince. Today then' are 
certain sections ot the Hindus mIio iranf jiartition. At ono time, il was the 
Mu.slim.s or a section ot them who fought for the jiartition (d the province and 
now they are op])osed to it. These are things which hap])en every day in 
politics. The ])olitical position of today may hecome non.^tMisical tomorrow, 
llonourahle member of this ILuise,'to uliic'hever party or side lie may 
belong, should rememl>er that in p(ditics, wo must always choose the least 
Undesirahle of the ditferent alternatives. Tlie best is often beyond our 
capacity. The worst we must avoid. It is absurd or foolish to take up a 
position from wliich you cannot withdraw or resile. We must never take 
up u position in which we cannot compromise. Experience shows that 
politics is a matter of continual compromise. 

The resolution which has been moved in this House wants tliat education 
ahould be separate. Xow. Sir. education cannot be separate, Philosophy 
cannot he separate, economics, cannot be separate. The same law of 
diminishing rettirn will apply to the money in the pocket of an Englishman, 
Scotchman, Mu.ssalman or Hindu. If you are a shareholder, you will he 
affected if there is anything which will go against the Stock Exchange. 
If you are not a shareholder, you are not interested in the question at all. 
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Philosophy and economics cannot be divided on communal lines. If any 
one wants to divide them on communal lines he is just talking through his 
hat. It will fail to serve any community. 

In my amendment I have proposed that meritorious students should have 
free education. Now, free education is also an ambiguous term. It would 
exempt you from tuition fees, but who would pay for the boarding and 
lodging and other things? If the student cannot stay in Calcutta, free 
education is of no use to him. My suggestion therefore is that for the 
really meritorious student, the State must provide everything. Those who 
are able, but not of the first rank, I have put in a different category. 
Stipends should be given to such students. For those who differentiate 
themselves from their fellow students by their merit and excellence, the 
State shall take the responsibility of their education and not only give them 
tuition fees but also provide for their boarding and lodging. The second 
category do not deserve the same assistance ami in their case there should 
be special stipends and scholarships. This should be done on a ])urelv 
educational basis. There are already two universities in Bengal. There 
is the Dacca Tniversity and the (’alcutta rniversity. If each of the 
universities is asked to nominate two educationists, ami a Board is formed, 
these gentlemen will >eh‘ct the best ])ossibh‘ .students. I'hose who havt‘ 
come in the first clas.s in the Matriculation Examination, i.e., those who get 
above (tO ]U‘r camt. of maiks, automatically come into the picture. In their 
case, there is no (juestion of any selection Board. They select themselves. 

I should say. For cases wheie the candidates could not do well through 
some miscluinee, let us have a Board like thi.s. After tln‘ Boanl has gone 
llirough the lists of candidates fit lor special treatment ami the selec'tion is 
made, very little will la' left lU'cessarv for the a<l vanct'im'iit of Muslim 
education in tiu' ])ioviiicc. ^ on have laid the necessarv fonmiation and uui 
luiVC' given the projier diiection; \on hav(* providt'd tor ev(‘ry stmh'iit what- 
ever ediicati(m he lecjuires and that is tin' onl\ nietlioil l>.\ which Muslim 
education in the jirovince can la* advanced. 


1 ^^ill draw the attention ot the* honourahh* tin* mover to a possible 
lonseijuenee. a jaissible dungi'i ot thv suggestion which he has madi'. Let 
Us tor the sake ot aiguuK'nt assume that a Muslim ruiviTsity is estahlished. 
Bell, some jieople already call the Dacca I uiversii\ a Muslim I niversitv. 
1 do not know if that is (wiriect or m)t. Similarly soim* peoph* call tin* 
f alcutta I uivmsity a Hindu ( niversit\. J do not sa\ anything about it; 
it ma^ he true; it imn he ialse. I am not going into tiiat (juestion of 
coininunalisiu here. This is a fact that there arc two universitjes in lh*ngal 
and the (Government of Bengal and the people’s (btverniiient of Bengal 
have a control over both tlu' unneisities. Eighty per cent, of the body of 
the senate of the (’alcutta I’niveisitv is e\eii toda\ nominated by the 
(ojvermuent. The (lovernment theiefnrt- have a sa\ in the affairs of the 
( aleiitta I niversity. They have not made any emiijilaint against the 
1 niversity so far, I believe: and if now the (iovenuneiit although a])poin1- 
ing StI j)t‘r (‘cut. of the nominees, Imve vny eomjilaint against the ('alcutta 


t niversity, they have only themselvt's to thank; they cannot blame an.v- 
1> >dy else. Eighty per cent, of the nominations are controlled by tlie 
(lOvernment. If after controlling 80 per (*ent. of the nominations if tlie 
(Government can come and say “we are helpless’’; if the sujijiorters of the 
(Government come and say that th«*y are lodpless, (God only can hel]) them 
and I doubt if even (God will help those wlio do not ludp themselves. You 
control 80 per cent, of the votes and vet you cannot contnd the university 
affairs. The same remark.s apply to the Dacca I'niversity. 


My own approach to the question is from a different angle, from a hromler 
angle, I hope. A university, if it is to he a true university, cannot he a 
communal university. A communal university is a contradiction in terms 
and has always been a contradiction in terms. My bonouralile friend tlie 
plover of the resolution talked of the spirit and the tradition of Dlum. What 
la that tradition? The tradition of Islam welcomed evervbodv. It never 
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raised any barriers; it broke down barriers and made knowledge aTaiiable 
to everybody. It invited people from the farthest comers of the world; 
it sent out its own pupils, its own younp men to every comer of the world 
to acquire knowledge ivherever it could oe acquired. Therefore the idea of 
a communal university, the type of university which my honourable friend 
has mentioned, is not a good idea; I think that is not what he actually wants. 
In his speech he made it clear that his only objective is to advance Muslim 
education in the province and to provide special facilities for Muslims because 
they are educationally backward and backward in other respects also. 

With these obiects, I think every member of this House will agree; 
every member of this House will agree that there should be special educational 
facilities provided to members of this majority community so that they 
may be raised to a higher level economically, politically and culturally. 
The Muslims of Bengal have not contributed their proper quota to the culture 
of the province and today because of that fact Bengal is poorer, the Hindus 
of Bengal are poorer. Every man of good intentions will admit that special 
educational facilities should be given to the Muslims but they can be given 
only along the lines that 1 have indicated whereas the path which my honour- 
able friend the mover has suggested is a path which will lead to a quagmire, 
which will lead to destruction and retardation of Muslim education. Muslims 
have much leeway to make in the field of education because of their mistakes 
in the past. Today those who have power in their hands, those wdio exercise 
responsibility, they must know that if again they make mistakes the 
community will not forgive them a second time. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Amendment moved that for the words 
beginning with “found a Muslim rniversity in Bengal” and ending with 
“for that purpose”, the following be substituted, viz.: — 

“secure the advancement of Muslim education in Bengal specally with 
a view to enable the Muslim communitv to make up their leeway in scientific 
and technical education by providing for free tuition, boarding and lodging 
in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and technologies for all meritorious 
students who secure more than b(l per cent, marks in the Matriculation 
Examination of the Calcutta Cniversity or the Board of Intermediate Studies, 
Dacca, and the grant (»f suitable stipends and .scholarships to other deserving 
students selected on the recommendations of a Board comjmsed of two 
educationists nominated by each of the Cniversities of (’alcutta and Dacca.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, while I have every sympathy for 
the amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Kabir — 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD; Sir, may 1 enciuire how long you 
are going to continue this subject, because it has been found that the mover 
of the resolution as well as »)f the amemlment were given almost lialf-an- 
hour each and more than that. Therefore those who support the resolution 
and those who oppose it would like to get an idea of the time they will be 
allowed to give tneir views. So let us understand the time that will bo 
allotted for each speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Fifteen minutes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Fifteen minutes only? However, Sir, 
as you have alrvady fixed the time limit it is not for me to express an opinion 
on it. My friend opposite seems very anxious to finish the discussion today 
but it is an important subject and every member should be given facilities 
of expressing his views, taking as much time as he likes. There is no 
huny to arrive at a decision. But as. Sir, you have given your decision 
fixing a time limit I do not sav** anything about it. 

I have no hesitation in extending my sympathy to the amendment moved 
by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. But I rise to record my emphatic 
protest against the main resolution moved by Mr. Nur Ahm^. To my 
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mind, Sir, Ms intention is not at all obscure. His intention is to establish 
a communal Universtiy on the lines of the Aligarh Muslim University. That 
is his intention and with that view he has moved his motion for founding a 
Muslim University in Bengal. With regard to the amendment I would 
just say a few words in support before I turn again to the main resolution. 
My friend Mr. Kabir was not here for a long time and he is perhaps not 
aware that Government has already taken steps to secure the advancement 
of Muslim education in Bengal by creating a permanent fund for this year 
with a sum of ten lakhs for the purpose of giving scholarships to meritorious 
Muslim students, and again after getting the vote passed the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister had been to Rajshahi where he made a speech and there he 
declared that next year this fund would rise to 15 lakhs particularly for 
facility of advancement of education of Muhammadan students. Now, Sir, 
we can only hope that when meritorious students will be found among 
other communities, say, belonging to the scheduled castes or even to the 
caste Hindus they also will receive adequate assistance; and in respect of 
poor students and whose guardians cannot pay their educational expense. 
Government will see to it that they also get educational facilities for 
conducting their education in colleges. It is certainly a commendable' 
amendment and we certainly have sympathy for it. 

With regard to the main re.solution I desire to say this that my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has already forgotten that a tremendous transformation 
is ahead. Fifteen months hence each and every one of us expects that 
there will be a new constitution and we do not know wlmt will happen in 
the course of the next 12 months and yet in face of this nolitical j)icturd 
before us I do not understand why he should bring forwarcl a proposal for 
founding a Muslim rniversity, w'hich will require a mint of money and 
then again at a time when the Muslim League is in power in Bengal. I 
think. Sir, I do not exaggerate when 1 say that there is no democratic 
Government in Bengal — it is a communal Government. Sir, I understand 
the anxiety of my friends on the other side; I understand why they are 
anxious that there should be a time limit put in making speeches. They 
simply want to rush this resolution through. Well, they can do so througli 
the brute majority at their command. But at the same time it would be 
immoral to have a T'niversity like this with the help ot your brute majority. 
It is a tacf that the minority in Bengal forms 45 per cent, of the population 
and we all know also that this minority c(»ntributes at least 7(1 ]»er cent. 

ol the receijits of the province (Mr. Audi \iimooi> : Where do 

you get it?) Get the actual fact and then (piestion. Now, Sir, 45 

per cent, of the pojuilation contribute 7<t per cent, of the receipts of tho 
province — this is the position — and by sheer brute majority they want to rush 
it through: they want to establish a Muslim League Vniversity. The 
Calcutta University which is the biggest University and the only University 
recognised throughout the world, as you all know. Sir, has various big 
dejiartments of Islamic learning and culture in Irnlia and these departments^ 
can really satisfy the Muslims in evepy wav. For examjile there is provi- 
sion there for teaching Islamic law and culture and History and whatever 
they would like to know about Islam there is provision there in those 
departments of the University. But I do not know why my friends instead 
of taking advantage of these departments of the University want to havo 
a separate University of their own. A separate University will serve the* 
purpose of communalisni. If they really want a separate University let 
them develop the Dacca University. But at the present moment to form n 
separate University has many disadvantages. Sir, after the partition was 
anulled the Dacca University was offered to Muslims and we want to know 
bow far they 'have utilised that University to their advantage. Even now 
they can extend the Dacca University according to their own choice. 
Government having full say in the matter. Why should they want a separate- 
University of their ow;i in spite of this.^^ I have heard Mr. Nur Ahmed 
quoting figures regarding the progress of Muslim students. Those 
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figures are reillv condemning the Resolution itself. The educational 
progress which ine Muslims have made do not warrant for establishment 
of a separate University. They cannot claim a separate communal 
University- We know as a matter of fact, that the Muslim League Govern- 
ment is keen on having a communal University. There is a proposal to 
acquire a vast piece of land in the neighbourhood of Calcutta. About 2,000 
bighas of land are going to be acquired for that purpose. Behind this move 
w# suspect there is an attempt at turning out Muslim graduates galore for 

Government services 1 mean the Muslim University if and when it 

conies will grant cheap diplomas to help the students to" get to Government 
service. Kducation will deteriorate. If it is so, it will be highly regrettable. 
All 1 say is that we have enough of coinmunalism in this country. This 
proposed Muslim University wiW bring forth students who will have set 
ideas which, 1 am afraid, will be hound to jirove a source of great danger 
to the jieace and tranquillity and law and order of this province. As an 
instance in point, and a reference lias already been made to the students of 
the Aligarh University, 1 may say that the students of that University insult- 
ed Maulana Azad wdiile he was passing by the Aligarh station and Avhy 
because Maulana Azad holds a different political views. Then again, rightly 
or wrongly it is said that the Dacca University is under the control of the 
Muslim stmlents. Sir Mirza I.smail was invited by the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Dacca University to deliver tlie (Vm vocation Address and he was insulted 
by the students of the Dacea University for no otlier reason than that he 
was a Nationalist and not a Leaguer. These students also insulted the lady 
students of that institution when tliey w'ere out to celebrate some social 
functions. So, I say tiavse communal Universities will generate students 
of a type wlio will prove a danger to the jicace and tran(]uillit\ and law and 
order of tlu‘ provinci'. I have the strongest olijection tor an institution like 
this. 

Tiastly, w(* know that tlie Government of Bengal is alnio>t a liankrupt. 
AVe know that as a matter of fact in the current year there is a ileficit of 
lis.l.’l crores aiul for the next \ear, i.e., 047-48, the d<'ficit antici])ate<i is 
12 (‘I'ort's and altogidln'r in two u‘ars — Us. 2o cn>rcs to he exact. 
In order to tide over this diHiculty, the Government of Bengal ajijiroached 
the Government of India for sul)Vention hnt lor aught \\c know that piaver 
for a suhv(>ntif)n has }»e<‘n refused. 1 woiidm* why knowing all these tacts 
my friends on the op]H)site sides want to have it hy hrute majority ot ^otes. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Mr. Deputy Prc'siilent. Sir, I rise to 
lend my wiiolehearte<l HUi)port t») the resolution that has been so ably moved 
by my triend Mr. .Nur Ahine(l. Necessarily, my arguments are all against 
the ami’iidment that has been moved by Professor Humayun Kabir. The 
pnssag-es that have ]>een referred to hy Mr. Nur Almied from various reports, 
the perc»Mitage ot education, tlu' facilities otVtued to the Muslim children 
liave been lucidly stutiMl hy him on the Hoor ot this House and the Muslims 
of Bengal liave for a long time been keenly feeling the necessity of establish- 
ing a Muslim University. Now. Sir, ‘let us understand what is the objection 
in having a Muslim University estahlisluMl in Bengal. Mr. Humayun Kabir 
wants us to torget our own tradition and culture. Mr. Kabir wants us to 
believe tliat tlie establishment of a Muslim University wiW mean the establish- 
ment or building of huge huhlings without having any specific purpose for 
the Muslim education. 1 would just remind him as he knows more than 
nnybodv else do know whether the Muslims produced the best economists, 
inutheiuuticians, scientists, poets in the ages when others were enveloped in 
perpetual darkness. Philosophers as w'ell. Even today if they are given 
sufticient facilities, if they get* sufficient scope, 1 think they will be able to 
compete with any nation or anybSly in the open field. The Muslims, 
Mr. Kabir said, committed a blunder fnmi the very beginning and that they 
kept themselves aloof when the British Government introduced this English 
-on the soil of India. But who is responsible for it? Did the Muslims of 
their own accord keep themselves aloof or keep their children aloof from the 
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education which was so much coveted and which they realty yearned for. 
They in ancient times gained reputation throughout the irhole world and 
foreign writers including the English writers have mentioned that the whole 
of Europe would have been enveloped in perpetual darkness but for Muslim 
education and for Muslim civilization. Professor Humayun Kubir wanta 
ns to believe that this building will be constructed without serving any 
specific purpose for the Muslim education. Now let us understand the 
situation. There is the Calcutta University and the Dacca University. 
He said that the Dacca University was meant to be a Muslim University, 

I do not agree with his views that the Dacca University was meant to be a 
Muslim University, these universities though they might be a little more 
accommodating, only the Dacca University was a little more accommodating 
in the case of Muslim hoys than the I'alcutta Universily. He lias told us 
that when 80 per cent, ot the nominations to the braly ot the Senate of the 
Calcutta University is done by the (b^vernment ami yet the Calcutta 
University is treated as a Hindu University the blame is entirely on the 
Government and not on anybody else. Hut let us not forget how the <lay 
to day administration is run there. I think he has been in the Senate for 
a long time. He has seen how the administration of the Calcutta University 
is being run since its establishment; how many Muslim students have been 
given special facilities for higher education, given special scholarsliip.s and 
other things; whether there was ample scope even for the Muslim hovs to 
have their education in the way and in the sense their own relig’ion i‘njoins. 

1 therefore think that, if any of my friends opposite thinks iw many of them 
believe that the estahlishnient of a Muslim educational institution, I imuiii 
the establishment of a Muslim University, will only widen the gulf of 
communal feelings or differences between the two communities, that is an 
absolutely mistaken idea. Everybody, whether he is a Hindu nr a Musifm, 
must first ot all try to understand his own religion, his own cultun*, Ins 
own civilization, and tiien only he should try to understand what others say, 
what others have got to say. Unless and until he is iii a nositioji to know 
what his religion says or what his cultun^ is, ^\hat his traditions jue, what 
is his position in tlie whole world and in the field of educalnui, I think his 
f)ut]ook will not he widened and broadened in the manner my honourable 
friend Mr. Humayun Kabir suggests. His arguments wmi* almost based 
on the lines of the arguments advanced by Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, I 
think, Sir, it has been his own practical experienci* and that of cveiyhody 
that the political atmospheie throughout the whole of India, nay througlioiit 
tile whole world, has l)een surcharged and jjas luam vitiati'd with the idea 
that every nation wants to predominatt* ovi‘r the ofliei. We Muslinis do 
not like to predominate tlie llimius, who in Heiigal iorm 4*) j»er cent, ot the 
population. Hut we do not like the whole administration as it is being run 
today although tliere is a Ministry (the Muslim Leagm* .Ministr\ as it is 
culled) hut 1 think it will he a mistake t<j heli(‘ve that the Muslims of 
Hengal have done anything detrimental to the interest.s of the other 
communities. If I get time 1 will try t«» show, 1 would like to move anotiier 
re.s(dution today, how in spite of the fact that a Muslim League Ministry 
is here, they have in many cases failed or they have appeased my Muslim 
friends in order to satisfy them. Therefore, Sir, I think the establishment 
of a Muslim Universit> , though on its language it might he argued that 
non-Muslim institutions might be jeopardiseil or prejudiced by the interests 
of the majority as a wdiole, I think this is an absolutely mnstaken idea. My 
friend Mr. Das says that the ministerial party can have the resolution 
passed by a brute majority. Well, Sir, brute majority indeed ! look at the 
centre and the other seven provinces and let him not forget what other 
provinces are doing. Every piece of legislation must be passed by a 
majority of 49*to 51 or even 18 to 82. Therefore his argument about a 
brute majority is not quite appropriate and he has tried to create bitterness 
by introducing a communal issue and question in the matter. We from 
inis side of the House do not look at this matter from this angle of vision. 
We say that if the Muslims were in a position long ago to govern and also 
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to teacli by thoir education the whole world, not to speak the non-Muslim 
Bengalee alone, or Indk alone, why torfay they should be put to such 
abjection? Therefore my submission is that the resolution moved by my 
friend Mr. Xur Ahmed has been moved only with a view to give the 
Mussalmans mdre facilities and to give them absolute facilities tor their 
own culture, for their own traditions imparted to them and by their own 
men who are learned in the sphere of education. With these few words I 
support the resolution. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Mr. President, Sir, when I entered the 
Chamber today, 1 was definitely under the impression that there should be 
no controversy on a simple proposition, namely, the establishment of a 
Muslim University in Bengal. As a matter of fact, in the course of the 
budget discussion I definitely made a complaint against the present (ioverifk 
ment of Bengal in not having made any provision in the budget for purchase 
of a plot of land to serve as a nucleus for the formation of a Muslim University 
in Bengal. But I am rather suprised to find that my esteemed friend 
Mr. Humayun Kabir would be introducing certain things which are not at 
all controversial in character but which might as well be provided for in 
any Muslim University. We are not against the improvement of the condi- 
tion of Mussalmans in any sphere of life. We want to provide for the 
development of Mussalmans in every walk of life, in every sphere of activity 
and in every domain of thought. That is what we aim at. But our approach 
to the problem is slightly diSerent and we deeply appreciate the observations 
of the learned Leader of the Opposition that while the Muslims should be 
given or provided with all facilities for educational expansion in Bengal, 
the minority communities should also Iiave opportunities for self-expression, 
self-edification and self-development in every possible sphere of life. Sir, 
my friend will not dispute the proposition that Muslims have a distinct 
culture of their own. As a matter of fact Islam has given a new orient^ition,^ 
created a new’ phase of thought, a new* angle of vision, has given a new 
direction to human tendencies and aspirations, a new* conception of human 
life and destiny, altogether new* values of things and an entirely new inter- 
pretation of the aim and end of existence. It has given an idiology «nd 
culture distinct and separate from all other systems of culture that have 
prevailed in the world. Islam has given us a civilization, created an outlook 
which is quite consistent with the progressive tendencies of a fast advancing 
community, compatible with the growth and evolution of culture in all its 
glory and beauty. That is the contribution of Islam to the cultural heritage 
of mankind throughout ages. In Islam’s definition of culture enlightenment 
of the heart has been stated to be its essence, truth its principal object, 
inspiration its guide, (rod its inspirer and the words of man its utterer. 

In other w'ords our heart must be chastened, must he j)urified, must be 
purged of all dniss, so that the stream ot truth, the stream of justice, the 
stream of magnanimity, the stream ot generosity, the stream of friendship, 
the stream of fraternity, the stream of brotherhood, the stream of freedom 
may fiow on in its pristine purity. ‘ The Islamic culture in its compre- 
hensiveness welcomes all clas.ses and communities in the world. It has the 
combination of social, the individual, the material, spiritual, communal, 
national and international aspects of human lite and it fosters the grow'th 
of real fraternity and patriotism in human society. With this culture there 
will grow* a genuine aspiration for progress, a tendency to rebuild the world, 
to reshape it, to remould it and to reintegrate its dying forces towards the 
track of swial, moral and political evolution. But the entire Islamic 
culture, is a distinct culture. There is a distinct culture for every nation, 
for every class and community. J’here is a distinct culture for the Hindus, 
there is a distinct culture for the. Muslims and there is a distinct culture for 
the Germans,, there is a distinct culture for the English people and there is 
a distinct culture for the French — all of them have their distinct cultures. 
Before the advent of Islam in Persia the Persians Lad a civiliiation hoary 
with ages, though most of their centres of culture had been destroyed after 
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the conqtteet of Alexander tl^e Grj^t. Persia was bleeding the 
vounds miicted on her soul wi^ Islam appealed on the scene. Its 
appearance changed the entire atmosphere, revolutionised hot merely its 
thoughts and ideas, but also its language and religion and transformed its 
culture and civilixation in the most wonderful fashion. It is only after the 
advent of Islam that we hear of the names of Hafiz, Omar Khayyam, Sadi, 
Anwari, Rumi, Jami, Khaquani and Quuni, that briliaiit galaxy of stars 
that has shed an ineffable lusture on the literary firmament of Persia raising 
Persia and Persian civilization in the estimation of the whole civilized world. 
Islam and its cultural heritage is a legacy for the entire human race. The 
reform movements of the loth and Kith centuries, the movements of Dadu 
Nanak and Chaitynna felt the impulse of Islam and the great movement 
initiated by Raja Rammohan Roy directly or indirectly derived inspiration 
from this great fount of thought. Islam has not merely paved the way for 
Renaissance and Reformation in Europe hut has also directly or indirectly 
influenced all the socio-religious movements in the world that have followed 
it, I agree with my friend Professor Kabir that we want a natural atmosphere 
lor the spontaneous growth of our genius cut off from tlie real sap of 
the soil. Our pljistic impressionable children cannot grow and expand to 
the full stature of their manhood, the height of their genius. In this 
connection I am reminded of the memorable w'ords of a great thinker Emer- 
son. “Be thyself — do not imitate — every heart vibrates to that string. 
Because no kernel of nourishing cores can come to you save by tilling that 
particular plot of land which is furnished you by Province. I therefore. 
})lead for a natural atmosphere for the growth of our culture — a natural soil 
for the growth of the genuine aspiration.s of our children — a real setting — 
a background against which the magnificent srtucture of our glorious 
culture and traditions may again he reared up. In this natural atmosphere 
we have produced scholars of encyclopo?dic range — like Aircema and Averros 
(BabwAli Sina, Alne Riisho) those characters in human history — who are 
at once a pride and honour of the entire human race. 1 havt* no complaint 
against the Calcutta Cniversity. I am myself a product of the (.’alcutta 
I niversity. I must not he ungrat<‘ful to that L^iiversity. I drew my 
inspiration from that University. It is far from me to say anything against 
tills University which has a cultural heritage of its own. It is far from 
me to encroach upon the cultural heritage, the rights and jirivileges of any 
other community in India. As reganls the Hindus, 1 liave always admitted 
that for the last 100 years they have built, a magnificent structure of culture 
to which the Muslims also could contribute hut for certain circumstances, 
tor certain political cataclysms, over which we had no control. Sir, 
l^olitical cataclysms after cataclysms dragged Moslems down from the height 
ot glory and eminence, politically, economical! v and socially. In one or 
two generations they were reinoMMl tnnii all )»osition.s of trust and 
responsihiliU . It is onl.x tor tin* la'^t 'J'f years tlial they are making some 
leewu\ . The proverty ot Muslims is certainly responsible hut then character 
is still more responsible for this degeneiation. My iriend has staterl that if 
the money is provided for the establishment of a Muslim University, that 
will be used tor buihlings only. Now. Sir, we have a ]»ecuiiar character, 
a peculiar culture, a peculiar tradition, a peculiar ideal, and a peculiar angle 
of vision. Sir, I have forgotten to mention one fact, viz., the example of 
Hindi and Urdu languages in India. These two languages took their start 
from the same source, hut owing to different traditions different political 
and cultural associations, different outlooks on life and life’s problems, 
owing to different surroundings they have become two entirely different 
languages, Hindi is peniieated with Hindu thoughts and associations and 
Urdu 'with Islamic thoughts, culture, ideologies and trailitions. What I 
have suggested’is that we want a Muslim University for the largest popula- 
tion of this land. They have been so long for natural growth and evolution 
deprived of all facilities and opportunities by the British (jovernm<*nt. The 
British Government had .a policy not merely to crush the Muslims politically, 
they had chosen to make inroads on the Muslim culture and traditions as 
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well. Up to'^now able to turn ouf a famous 

Muslim. Sir, I iajp(®ej)‘apprec&i^u^^egard and adnpration for Moulana 
Abul Kalam .he belongs to l^ifferent party, for his contribution 

to human culture, his deep education and scholarship. My friends will also 
admit that Maulana Azad also is a product of a Muslim institution. He was 
not nurtured in the Calcutta, Oxford or Cambridge University. Sir,* if 
we have a Muslim University, does it suggest for a single moment that 
simply because it is a Muslim Univer^y no other community will be entitled 
to go there for learning. Sir, any student can go to A1 Hajar, which is a 
Muslim institution and read there. Does not my friend remember that 
during the middle ages students from various parts of Europe flocked to the 
centres of Muslim culture and learing more specially in the cities and towns 
of Spain. In the Benares Hindu University, the Aligarh Muslim University 
students of both the communities also read. Though we have been returned 
on separate electorate, we are all mixed up here, working for the common 
welfare of the people. Sir, we have very often pretended to speak of 
nationalism, but actually in the sphere of life we do not see any sign of it. 
As for instance no Muhammadan has been elected Chairman in any West 
Bengal municipality or district board except perhaps through nomination 
or for the matter of that no Hindu has been elected a Chairman in an-y East 
Bengal district board. This shows which way the wind blows. I do not 
understand how a protest can be made to the Muslims having university 
of their own. The Muslims have a culture, a tradition, an ideology, 
an outlook, wliich is distinct and separate from all other civilisa- 
tions of the world. No sensible man in the world will dispute 
this. While discussing one day in a particular conference I had to join 
issue with a friend of mine. Professor Humayun Kabir will appreciate 
my remark when 1 say that all religion, all culture, may be the same as 
exactly all men are the same in the beginning in as much as they take their 
origin from the .source and partake of the same essence. They are generally 
the same in the beginning hut they develop specific and distinctive tendencies 
as they unfold themselves in the process of evolution. All str«‘ams id 
culture, all currents of thought, all the constructive foices (d civilization, 
all the systems that have prevailed in the world from time immemorial 4iave 
changed the outlook of human .society and have contrihutt'd to cultural, 
social and political evolution of all humanity. One common source is there 
and the difterenee lies not in the beginning, hut in the process of evolution 
and also at the end. One man is a saint, another an ordinary man and a 
thiril a rascal although these difl'ereut men are generically the same, hut 
yet owing to diifereut cultural traditions, ditlerciit associations, diflereiit 
outloi>ks, dill'erent surroundings, geographical, political, social, cultural, 
moral and intellectual, they have developed into two entirely diflereiit beings 
and these dift'erences contrilmte to moulding of an individual or a nation 
in (*verv spliere of life, every domain of thought, whether political, social, 
cultural, moral, national and international. We find that (he.^c toiTi*s operate 
from diflereiit directions. As poet K;ibindramith Tagore has rightly uhser\*ed 
the stream of life which is flowing, on through all eternity is contributing 
to the development of every single being. Each distinctive culture, each 
distinctive civilization, each distinctive society, each distinctive outlook, 
each distinctive system of thought has contrihutetl to the building up of 
the composite whole. As the human system is an organism composed of all 
various organs, each organ contributing to the growth of the whole system 
and the organs in its turn determining the growth of individual organs. 
So also different nations have at different times contributed to the civiliza- 
tion of the whole world and have themselves derived inspiration from 
various currents of thought that had developed in the past in the various 
regions of the globe, some of tltese streams of thought have in course of 
time become stagnant and ceased to flow, while others have flowed on, 
soothing and refreshing the world as they have flowed on. Therefore in 
the name of civilisation, in the name of culture, in the name of humanity, 
and in the name of all that is sublime and noble in human society no obstacle 



1M7.] NON-OFPIClAfc 4«T 

should ^ placed in the path of any nation to develop their culture, their 
ciTilisationt their p^Iorious traditions and it is time therefore that none should 
create unnecessary^ troubles, unnecessary obstacles in the' path of the develop- 
ment of a nation's distinctive culture. Let each culture and let each 
ojvilization develop on its own lines. Let each one contribute to the compo- 
site whole. So all that 1 submit and plead for is, let the Muslims have 
facilities for their cultural expansion, tor their expa^ion in industries, in 
apriculture an<l in scientific students. They liave pot to revivt* the mapni- 
ficcnt traditions, the contriluitions that we have made so lonp to tlie Art, 
Anhitecture, Music. Paintinp, Philosophy, pt)lity ot tlic entire civilized 
Avnrld. tlie contl■ibutioli^ tliat the MiLslim> madt* durinp tlu‘ Miildle apes 
when the whole of Euroja* was sunk in darknes> ut ipnorance and feudalism, 
let Us lielj) them to develop that lost hentape. Then' is nothinp (Hunmumil 
in it. there is nothinp parochial, there is nothinp sectional, there is nothinp 
.iiitc-nationai in it. It will la* eonsisttmt with the onhued propress of 
human society, coinjiatihh* with the prowth and iwolution ot hnniaii culture. 

1 he proNp<‘rit\ of a country, as lailhei has riphtly pointed out. consists not 
in inapnificent huihlinps. not in iahiihitis wealth, not in tavoiirahle dissipu- 
tions. not in inidnipht orpics. not in mild seiisatons ot tin* lhillr(»om. not in 
inolish talk, not in parochial patriotism hut in its men o| education and 
cnltuit*. their catholicity of outhmk. their inteprity ot chaiactcr. hom‘sty 
ot |uiry»nse. Let human society he niised irom the chaotic condition m 
whu'h exists, let a new ordei of thinps ht* hiou^ht into hemp. h*t us ])hiy 
our jiart. in the shape of thinps to eoine which will redound to our ereilit, 
let Ilimlus ,iii<l Mu>»liiiis he pioud ot oui culluie and lei iis (h*\(dop i1. Jx^t 
the Mushni> po toruaid as India uniohls its plory helore us ami h*t us tnovc 
iioiii '•treiipth to stieiiplh. 1 ha\e jauidenMl and pondei’ed ovei and ov(*r 
apain ovei ilu* conHictinp inten^sts ot human soiuety . over the conirovm-sies 
pomp on hetw(>en one coniimmity and anothei ami I liave aluays pleudml tor 
a hetter understandinp. a de«‘])ei i«‘eoneiliation fiveii fioni this forum I 
am pleadinp tor tiial uiidei standing to sidve the eternal proldenis of our life 
hv out con trihutioiis in the field of seienct*. philosophy, eultine ami poliliits. 
Providence has eiitnislfMl i»» each one ot us a mission ot Ape - each one has pot 
to fulfil the puipose foT which he has been sent. Mach one ot us helotipinp 
to the same faith has also difieient tendency from the other. Piot(‘s,sor Kiihir 
and Hadimhluja rejuesimt two dittenmt temleiieies Kahn and Hadnidiloju 
icjue.seiit two difleient tendencies, tuo different aspiialnuis in life; one 
perhajis wants to he a musician, the second a painter, the thiid an architect 
oi philosophei, and the fourth a statesman, and (‘Very one of them W'ill mak(* 
his own contrihution to the totality' of human history and knowledpe ueeonl- 
iTip to Ills own lipht and conviction. Sii, in this connection I am reminded 

ot the foliowinp expression troin the H(d\ (^uran “\\h‘ do not burden a 

soul except beyond its ow’ii capacity". Each one has pot to devtdop his 
potetitiality , his ])os.mbility, to the hiphesl scale ol ciMlisation. so that the 
wliole woild may he enriched h\ the extent ol his individual contiihuliou not 
merely to his own society oi nationality hut to tin* entire human race in what- 
evei place or part of the world he mfpht exist. Mussalmans have pot to 
develop their di.stinctive culture, their distinctive tend(*ncie*H, and to make 
their (listinctive contributions to the social, the cultural the moral evolution 
of mankind as much as the Hindus have pot to do so. 

Public Accounts Committeo. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, with your 
permission may I have a special Resolution 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. order If it is the pleasun* of the Hou.se to 
take up the Ptrivilepe Motion repardinp the Public Accounts Committee, i( 
may be done now. I would then susjh*ih1 the motion now before the House 
anrl take up this matter. Is it the peneral desire of tlie House.*' (Cries of 
\ ye.s"). All nplit. Will the Hon’ble ]<eader of tlie ]IoU’»c now' move 
the motion? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg to 

move that tlie Appropriation Accounts for 1944-45 and the Audit Report for 
1945 and tlie Finance Accounts ^or 1944-45 and the Audit Report, 1945, 
which W(‘re laid hefoie the (.'ouircil under section 159 of the Government 
of India Act, 1955, on the 14th March, 1947, he referred to a Committpe 
ol Public’ Accaiunts oi the Council consisting of — 

The* IIoi) ble Mr. Mohammed Ali, Ministei in charge of the Department 
of Finance, ChairTnan, 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

Mr. Lalit (!handra Das, 

Mr, George Morgan, 

Mr. Haridas Mazuindar, 

Mr. Hamid 111 Hiicj Chowdbury, 

Mr. Shahooclul Hucj, 

Mr. Biren Roy, and 
Mr. Taufici, 

with instrue.tions to submit their report by the Ist of July. 1947, and that 
the number of memi»ers who.se pn*sence shall be necessary to con.stitute a 
quorum shall he tlirc*e. 

1 CHunineiid this resolution to the ac-ceptance of tlie House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uc stion before* the Housi* is that 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I su]»j)orl tin's motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tio <,uc s tion before the House is that the 
Appro])rijition Ac-counls toi 1944-45 and the Audit Report for 194(1 and tlie 
Fiiiiiiicc* Ac'counts lor 1944-45 and the Audit Report for 1945 which w'ere 
laid before the Ccnnicil under s(‘etion 159 of tlie Government of India Act. 
1955, (111 the Mill March 1947, he ref<‘rrecl to a Coinniilt(*e of Puldic Aeeounts 
of tliis ('ouiicil consisting of: — 

(1) Tlie lioirhle Mr. Mcdianiiiied All. Ministi*!’ in cliar^e of Finance 
Department, (luurmiin. 

i'2) Mr. Abdul Ilaimd Cliowdhiirx , 

(5) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. (ieorge Morgan, 

(5) Mr. Haridas Mazumclar, 

(()) Mr. Hainidul Hucj <5iowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Shahoodul Huq, 

(H) Mr. Hireii Roy, 
l9» Mr. Mcl. Taufici, 

with instruetioii to submit their report by the 1st of July, 1947, and that 
the mnuher of members wlio.se pre.sence shall he necessary to constitute a 
<luonnu shall he three. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

NoiMiffiGial Resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us now resume discu^ssion on the non-otticial 
resolution. Mr. Sunyul. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL. Sir, I rise to oppose the resolution 
moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Of course, Sir, the speech that has been made 
before me has made me shaky, still when the grftn tension between the 
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major cojnm unity of Bengal and the minority community is showing si^ns 
of raking up, when the minorities of Bengal are feeling that they are being 
neglected, a resolution like this should not have been brought before the 
^ Council. It is true that the majority community although greater in number 
iiiLmerically are comparatively weaker in education and ma> ask for better 
for education, but what class tonus the majority portion ot this 
major community? It is the poor men living in the villages, ft is they 
who are in more need of education —the light of modern education may be 
extended to them as quickly as possible to make lliem socially and politically 
eoiocious, instead of diverting the entire attention to the education of the 
masse*!, the question of the education (d children of moneyed and propertied 
men is being pushed to the f(»retronl with the object of side-t racking that 
great task ahead. The other day the Finance Ministei on tlie floor of this 
House sought to shelve the main (juestiun of grant to the Calcutta Cniversity 
for Scientific Research exactly on similar consideration 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. San yal. how long you will take to finishP 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SAN YAL: Rrobabl} C or 7 minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case let us stoj) here. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 have got twm formal motions to move, ask- 
ing for time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sii, 1 beg to move that the timi' lor submitting 
tie* report of the Select Committee on the Fasttun Hen gal and Assam 
l)!‘4(n(lerly Houst- (Amendment) Hill, 1!I4H, be extended to dlsl October, 
lh47 I also beg to m(»ve that the tune l(»r submitting the repj)rt ol the 
Select Committee on the Hengal ImiiM'ent Adv<‘i t is(‘menl Hill, 11)40, be 
extended to dOth August, 1047. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I.s it tin* pleasun* (d the Hou.s«‘ to grant Mr. Nur 
Ahmed permission to extend the time of these two Hills? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes 

Mr. NUR AHMED: AVlmt about the re.scdution under diseussion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is jmstponed : further diseussion will take place 
later. The House is adjourned till l-4o p.m. on Monda.^ next. 

AdJournmMit. 

The (^ouncil then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Monday, the <i54th March, 
1947. 
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Members Misent 

The follDwin^ members were absent from the 
21 fit March, V3Ai 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

('1; Mi. Eric* Derrnot ])oyne, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Fazal Ellabi, 

(5j The Hou'ble Mi. Abdul Gotrau, 

(G) Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadui. 

(7) Ml. Manj^turam Jaipuria, 

(8) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad 
(G) Mr. Sed Abdul Majid, 

(Kh Ml. Naj^emJia Nath MahalanobiNh . 

(11 ) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(12) l)i, Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(Id) Mr. Md. I'auGq, and 

(14) Khan Sahib Maulvi W.thiddu/.zamaii. 


[21st Makch, 1047.] 
meeting held on the 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947—No. 23. 


Tut CorNCiL met iu the Le^isliitive (’haml)er ot the Le^iHlative 
liiiihliug, Calcutta, on Monday, the ‘J4th March, 1J147, at l>4o p.ni. being 
the twenty-third da> ot the Fir>t SesHion ot H)47. pursuant to section 
the (Tovernineiit of India Act, 19dr). 

Mr. President (the Hon ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sindh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chan. 


Obituary Reference. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sii-, nia\ 1 \Mth > 0111 ' leave 
iii(i\c a inotion. It is iny regret to j>lace ludoic thi> Ilmi^e a ni(»tion like 
thi^ tor i1> acceptanc<'. 

This Council places on icc()id its dt*t*p sense ot smiou ami loss at the 
((♦anise ot l)i . Mil. Aziziil Ha(pit‘, a .sitting Meinlau' ot this House, who in 
the couise ot his eventtul life \\as a Ministei ot tin* ( io\ ernnient of Bengal, 
Speakei ot the Ihaigal Ia*gi.slative Asseinhly, \Tcc-Cliancelloi ot the Calcutta 
I ni\cisit\. High Coinniissioner tor India in Jiondon, and a .Miunher of the 
( ooenioi-tienerars Executive Council. He was an »*iudit(‘ scholar, a 
tc.i-cless A\orker, a man ot untailing courtesy v\ho rose to great emimun'e 
imoiigh stieer streiigtli of cliaiacter, merit and imlu.str> Jn his death the 
f"untr\ ha.s lost a statesman ot liberal outlook ami culture. 

Sir. i)i. Md. Azizul Haque whom we saw only the oilier day sitting 
•oiiongst us and who helped us tiom tune to time with his experiencr* and 
lii> wisdom has pa.ssed awa>. His death was suddmi and calumitou.s ami 
aiiie as a shock to many ot his tnends. There an* many oi us here, Sir, 
who had liie privilege of knowing him tr'(Un the time when In* came from 
'^aiitipui t(* Calcutta. Coming ti'oin the lUlal aieas he tiad a wide knowdedge 
<d the needs and reijuirements cd tin* lural jieojde and some ot his liooks 
♦ 'll the subje(*t jiarticularly “The Man Btdiind the Plough ’ evince liis deep 
>\nij(athy tor the rural population and hr.s comern tor then' betterment, 
"'ir. his death came as a grievous shock to iis imue jiarticularly because it 
Was >o sudden and it is not possible indei'd to expre.ss admpiatrdy our sensr* 
"1 lo-s at Ills demise. 1 place this re.solution, Sir, in >our hands. We teid 
diat a gieat man has passed away from amongst us and has letl a gap which 
i aiinot be tilled by any one jiarticularly. at tins critical moment in our 
political histoi'N, \\ V are certain. Sir, that, had (lod spared him, he would 
h,ive ]>een ot tin* greatotit as.set to the coiinti\ but, as He has willed other- 
wise. we have to .submit to that fate an<l that is all, Sir, that we have, to 
The los.s sustained by us is too great imleeil for words. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that this Council places on record its 
deep .sense ot sorrow and loss at the demise of J)r. Md. Azizul Haque. a 
sitting Member ot this House who, in the cour-se ot tiis eventtul life, was 
a Minister of the (jovenimenl of Bengal. Speaker of the Bengal E«*gislative 
Assembly. Vice-Cbancellor of the Talentta Cniversity, High Cornrriissionei 
tor India in London, Und a Member ol the ttovernor-tieneraTs Executive 
Poiiiicil. He was an erudite scholar, a ceaseless w'orker, a man of untailing 
Cfiurtesy, who rose to great eminence through sheer strength of character, 
iiierit and industry. In his death the country has lost a statesman of lilieral 
outlook and culture. 
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OBITUARY REFERENCE. 


[24th March, 


Mr. LA,tlT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, I would associate 
myself and the members of my party with the expression of condolence made 
by the Chief Minister of Bengal on the death of Dr. Md. Azizul Haque. 
Sir, it w'as only the other day, I think it was on Friday week before last, 
that we found him in our midst taking part on a certain motion which I had 
the honour to make in this House, a motion tor reference to a Committet^ 
the Public Accounts namely the Appropriation Accounts with the Auditf)i\ 
report thereon which were placed on the table by the Hon'ble the Finama' 
Minister on that day. Sir, we saw him bubbling with energy and in 
sparkling strength and we little thought that his end would be so near. 
His death reminds us that we are living in the midst of death and when death 
comes none can stay its liand. Sir, w^e know the services which have been 
recounted in this resolution by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in the scene 
of his life drama whicli has been unfolded. He acted his part exceedingl\ 
well. Sir, 1 w’ould like to add one word inoie namely that in his meinory 
we should adjourn this House and rise for the day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir. on behalt 
of myself and on behalf (d the party I represent in this House I associate 
myself with all that has fallen fnmi the mouth of the Chief Ministei 
Hr. Md. Azizul Ha<pie was an acquisition to this House as a member. He 
was a man of great iiersonaht^ and he was a noble son of Bengal for which 
the whole of Bengal can be rightly proud of. He was an all-India fig me 
and a man of versatile ability and through shetu merit he iiad risen to the 
higliest eminence. His io.ss is a great loss to Bengal and I think it cannot 
be filled up within a short time. We only hope that his soul wull rest in 
peace. 

With these words 1 support the motion which bus been moved b\ the 
Chief Minister. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, ou beha If of myself and rm beha it 
of mv party 1 assoeiate myself with the spirit and letter of the motion moved 
by iW Hon’ble the (diief Minister. Sir, in the ileath of Dr. Md. Aziziii 
llaijue I have lost a personal friend. We wen* friends lor a long time. 1 
remember in Itldd when a pnvati* training eidlege wanted affiliation uitl. 
the Calcutta Cniversity under my efforts that proposal was tinned down 
by (ioveinment and he was tlie Minister at that time. Although there wen 
differences of opinion our relations were all eordiai. He w'as a real Bengali 
gentleman. We have lost a leader of Bengal ot great sim]>lieity. Hn 
touch, his sympatli} with the peasants and rural Bengal were known td 
everybody, and in him w’e have lost a great political figure. Bengal ha- 
lost a leailer aiul 1 assoeiate myself entirely with the resolution so abl\ move*! 
and also with what bus fallen from the lips of the previous speakers. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN* Mr. President, this is a great tragedy w hi ch 
has befallen us in Bengal. I ])er.sonull> knew Dr. Azizul Haque for very 
many y<‘ars indeed and had a very iiigh regard for his ability, both as a 
Minister of this Province and as a Commerce Member of the Viceroy'.- 
Executive Council. So, on behalf ol the European party I cannot refrao 
from expressing our grief on the loss of the late Dr. Azizul Haque, one 
Bengal's ornaments and brilliant sons. In this House we always respecte*' 
him. his moderate views and considerate attitude and his determination ii< 
all subjects regarding the welfare of the province and of this country. A! 
he iiad, liis energy, his ability, he gave in the cause of his people. Witi. 
this we honour the memory ot one whose disfranchised spirit will lone 
hover in tliis Legislature. Bpond this I have sufered a personal loss. 1 
have suffered a great personajT loss because I had a very close contact with 
liim in many matters in liis career as Minister and as Member of the 
Ooveriior-Oeiierars Executive ('ouncil. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Honourable members of the House, 
it is with a heavy heart that I rise to associate myself with the expression 
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of gnei of this House in the loss it hns sustained by the death of one of its 
most distmguished members. Dr. Azizul Haque has passed awav with 
tragic suddenness. Only on Wednesday last he attended the meeting of 
this House and was appareuth in sound health. You can well imagine the 
shock and the surprise that I received when at 11-80 that very night 1 got 
a telephonic message to the effect that he had cerebral haimorrhage and 
that he had lost consciousness. He was one of those who never spared 
him-elf in the service of his country. Whether as Vic^e-Cliairman of the 
District Board ot Nadia, as u Member of the Bengal liegislative C'ouncil, 
as Minister of thi." I roMiicc*, as A ice-C liunc*‘llor ot Calcutta Cuiversity^ as 
High Commissioner for India in London, or a Member of the (ioveruor- 
(ieiieral’s I^ecutne Council, he gave a very good account of himseli and 
ili-charged hi> onerous re.siionsihilities with courage and ilevotion. In fact 
iiiiliistr} .Old devotion to dut\ were the kc^vnotes ot liis charaetei and the 
fiiotto ot Ills iiie. He attained suecess through sheei jierMrverance and 
iii(lu''tiy. He made a special study of some ot our rural problems and as 
tlif‘ ( liiet Minislei lia.s just ohsrived. and liad deep s\iiipath\‘ tor the toiling 
[liillions ot thi> piovinee. Di . Azizul Haque \\as a g*ieat ht*lievt*i in Hindu 
Mii>lini uiiitv and even in llie<t‘ dark ilavs ln‘ wa.s opiiniistie ot ilie solution 
f'l tills national jirobleni. In tiis death the eountrv has lost a s.igueious 
^t.itesman. a gieat patriot and a man ot culture aiul wide outlook. I take 
T that it is the iinaimnous desire ot the Hous(‘ that the Resolution wliieh 
has been moved by the Chief Minister should he accepted. 

No\v. gentlemen, I would lequest \ oil to rise in \oni seats as a mark 
'1 lespect to tlie memory ot tlie deceased. 

1 After tlie members ro.se ni then seats.) 

I also take it that it is the desiie of the House tliat a message of 
'Viiipathy and condolence should be sent to the meinhers ol the bereaved 
ainily and that v\ e adpiirn after this and that the ofiice ot the Bengal 
legislative Council should also remain (dosed as a mark ol n^specl to the 
iiemory of the deceased. 

It lias been sugg‘est(*(i that ue should meet at l-lo p m, tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS • ( )lil\ toi tomoi I . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 

LALIT CHANDRA DAS: And sit i«»i two hours, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ie-'. Idie House .'•lands adjouined till I -Id p.m. 

"Wk.j low. 


Adjournment. 

Ihe Council then adjourned till ]-ld p.ni. on Tue.sdu>, the 25th March 
. * * 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. [24th Mabch, 1947.] 


Mombert absent 

Tlu* following iijeruher.H wt*re ahseiit trom the ujeetiug oi the Council 
leld on the 24tlj March, 1947 : — 

(ll Mr. L. 1C S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yu.suf Ali Chowdliury. 

(‘t) l)r. Kasiiuidin Talukrlar. 

(4) Mr. Kaniini Kumar Dutta. 

(5) Mr. Erie Dei mot Doyne, 

(ti) Tlie Hon'l)le Mr. Ahflul fiotran. 

(7) Ml. Saiish Chandra .lana, 

(8) Mr. Maiig-turairi Jaipuria, 

(9) Alhadj Khan Bahadui .Shaikh Muhammad Ian. 

(10) Ml. Uumasun Z. A. Kabii, 

(11) Ml. Syed Ahdu! Majnl, 

(12) Ml. iS’ai^emlta Nath Mahalanohi^h. 

(1‘i) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(14) Dr. Kumud Saiikai Ka\ . 

(|a) Ml'^s Ethel Uoheltsim. {.>.!*.. and 
(Hi) Mr Md. Tauficp 
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BfiNGAf LEGISLATIVE GOUNQL DEBATES 

' ^ ^ 


First Session, 1S47— No. 24. 


The Covncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislatllfe 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 25th March, 1947, at 1-15 p.m., being thi||p^ 
*J4th day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section b2(-2)(rt) ol the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

’ Mr. -President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pr.\sad Singh Roy, k.c.i.b.) was 
the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Transfer of the Hindu staff of the Daooa intermediate College. 

73. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Mini‘?ter ’in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
.state— ^ 

(а) if all the Hindu members on the staff of the Dacca Intermediate 

College have been transferred elsewhere; 

(б) if it is a fact that none but Muslim student.^ are being kept on the 

college roll ; 

(c) if it is a fact that the Department of Sanskrit in the college has 
been abolished; and 

{(I) if it is a policy of the Government to convert the Dacca Intermediate 
College into a college exclusively for the education of Muslim 
boys? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a)YeH. 

{b) Due to communal troul)le^ non-Muslim students have generally left 
this college on the ground of security. 

(c) ?fo, but the liccturer in Sanskrit had to be transferred elsewhere 
temporarily as there was no student to read Sanskrit. 

(d) Xo. Steps are being taken for (‘oustructiiig the college building 
in a place where students of both communities may join without much 
dilticulty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Next question. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, this question mav be postponed as the Hon’ble 
Minister is not present. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I think he 
will be coming soon. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair should have been informed beforehand 
that the Hon’ble Minister w'ould be late. 

The Hon’ble^Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, that was 
not the understanding that he would come late. He was to come in time 
Probably he is held up owing to .some unforeseen circumstances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let the question be postponed. We shall now take 
up the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 

52 ' 
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TSIKA TENANCY. BILL^. 


[2dTB Habch, 


DtoturlMiWM at Bogra. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR: Sir, I want to mention a very urgent 
matter. On the authority of the United Preafa we hare it that due to the 
recent disturbances in the town of Bogra most of the merchants of a parti- 
cular community as well as some Bengali residents have sent their families 
to safer places. The merchants of a particular community having sold away 
their stocks of goods such as mustard oil, mustard seed, salt, cocoanut oil, 
^tc., the prices of those commodities are rising as it is feared that there 
may not be any furtlier indent of those goods for sometime to come. It is 
"^also said that the kerosene dealers have refused to indent kerosene unless 
armed guards are posted at the depots. Quotas for sugar and cloth for 
March will not be available as the quota-holders are afraid to take delivery 
of those things. ^ 

Sir, I want to know and probably the House may like to know whethor 
this statement is correct. If it is so, then it is an alarming situation and 
we would like to know what steps the Government are going to take under 
these emeregent circumstances. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Are Government prepared to throw any light on 
this matter? 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Sir, it will be for 
tlie Civil Supplies Minister to make any such statement but he is not here 
and is away from Calcutta. I will communicate this news to him that this 
has been reported to the Council and the members of the Council want that 
some enquiry should be made to find out what the facts are and to take 
necessary action if the situation is really as reported in the papers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When do you propose to reply to this question- 
will you make any short statement? 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No; the Civil 
Supplies Minister is the Minister concerned and nt present he is not in 
Calcutta. On his return I will request him to make a statement about this 
matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When do you expect him to come back? ^ 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Within a day or 
two. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please request him to make a statement as early as 
possible if he was to make one. 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: All right. Sir 

The GnloutU Thika Tenancy Bill, 1847. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, with your permission I beg 
to move that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. S. M. Taufiq, 

(3) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(G) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.e., 

(7) Mr. Satisn Chandra Sen, 

(8) Mr. Bunkim Chandra Datta, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

flO) Rai Bahadur Brojendra^Hohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the lOth April. The number of 
members whose presence will be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be 
five. 
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Sir, Bill 18 Hesigned to safeguard the rights and intereSts-^of a class 
of non-agncultural tenants of Calcutta commonly known as thika tenants. 
They consist mostly of petty traders, draftsmen, factory workers, milkmen, 
drivers, carters, menials and others of similar callings of slender means. 
They take settlement of the lands from the landlords agreeing to pay rent 
at the stipulated monthly rate which widely varies from locality to locality. 
Generally, no premium is paid for such settlement. The tenants themselves 
erect their own structures or huts which may be of all sorts excepting that 
no pucca roofing is allowed. In any case they play the role of middlemen ‘ 
by letting out huts to sub-tenants while retaining a small portion thereof 
for their own use and occupation. Under the existing law namely, the 
Transfer of Property Act, they are ejectable with 15 days notice ending 
^ithin a month. The case.s of these tenants js different in many respects 
from that of non-agricultural tenants in the re«t of the Province, a^id it has 
been brought to the notice of the Government fliat, taking advantage of the 
helpless position of this class of tenants the landlords systematically exploit 
them by resorting to the coercive measures of arbitrary eviction and ‘enhance- 
ment of rent. There has been a persistent demand for .safeguarding their 
legitimate interests and rights and Government after very careful enquiries 
into the matter are satisfied that such tenants are in need of protection 
particularly against arbitrary eviction and enhancement of rent. The Bill 
lias been designed with this object in view. 

AA itb these words I commend m\' motion for reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee for acceptance of the House. 

Mrt PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy 
Bill, 1947, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr, S. M. Taufiq, 

(3) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

tb) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.E., 

(7) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(8) Mr. Bankiin (’handra Dutta, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Koy, 

(10) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with iiistruction.s to submit their report by the 10th of April, The number 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall 
be five. 

Mr, OHARU OHANDRA SANYAU: I beg to move that the ('alcutta 
Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947, be circulaterf for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 3l8t July, 1947. 

Mr. President, Sir, in moving my motion it is not my intention 
to obstruct the passage of the Bill. In the days of democracy it is proper 
^at persons likely to lie affected by a Bill should know beforeliaiul wnat 
is going to be done and be given an opportunity to express their opinion 
thereon. This Bill concerns the landlords and tenants of Calcutta and 
neara bouts and it is not difficult to get the opinion from some representative 
body of those people and that can be done comparatively quickly. With 
such opinion before them a select committee will be in a oetter position 
to consider the pro* and eont of the Bill and arrive at tentative conclusions. 
And by so doing a lot of amendments may be avoided and the Bill mav also 
have an easy sail through the legislati^. It is with this idea in min^ that 
1 request the House to accept my motion. 
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Mr. PRESIDE HTs Amendment moved that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy 
BiJl, 1947, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
iSlst July, 1947, 

Mr. Nahar, are you going to speak on this motion or to move your own 
amendment? 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR. ^o, Sir. I will neither speak nor move 
iny own amendment. • 

Tho Hon’bl6 Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN. Sir, unless the opposition wishes 
to delay the passage of a measure that will do good to tlie poor people, I 
would only request my friend not to press his motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Question before the House that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose ol eliciting opinion thereon by the ^Ist July, 1947. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Now, I shall put the original motion. The ques- 
tion before the House is that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 

(3) Mr. Haji Moiiammad Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. liutafat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(0) Mr. (ieorge Morgan, c.i.e., 

(7) Mr, Satish Chandra Sen, 

(8) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(10) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instrtictions <o submit their report by the lOth of April 1947, and that 
the number of members who.Se presence .shall be necessary to constitute 
quorum shall be five. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Discussion of Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. with your pennis.sion I wish to jiiake a few 
observations on the supplementary e.stimates presented to this House. It 
is the biggest sum, that is Rs.7 crores, lor which the supplementary estimates 
are being' presented to this house. This grant amounts to the lialf of the 
Bengal’s total income of the year 1920-21. I do not like to touch on all 
the points. 1 will touch on the grants under Police. Rs.3G lakhs has been 
budgeted for police in this supplementary. Whatever expenditure made 
and added to this ever-growing force and the ever-growing expenditure, 
the police force in Bengal will not be sufficient to give sufficient security 
and protection to the masses of Bengal so that they can peacefully carry 
on their own business and march on the path of progress peacefully. A 
comparison with expenditures made by other provinces of India with a 
larger anui than Bengal shows that Bengal spend the largest sum on Police. 
This sum which was 1^ lakhs at the beginning of the provincial autonomy 
has increavsed year hy year and has now exceeded 4 ci*ores of rupt»es. It 
is most di.squieting and some othbr device should be found for giving pnitec- 
tion and security to the people. A suggestion may be made when 
independence looms large in the sky and Bengal should be prepared for that. 
I find from the reailing of the constitution of Canada, Australia and other 
fadexated Statas that apart from federal army, each individual State hae 
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their own militia, a national militia for local purposes for peace and order. 
In Bengal similar attempt was made with home f^uard orjyanisation which 
was initiated during the war and it did excellent work during emergency. 
But all on a sudden it has been disbanded and my liurable appeal to the 
Ministry is that it should consider some such measure which would help 
to raise a voluntary defence force or some thing like that. That force 
should be composed of both the communities of Bengal, so that both the 
communities con have confidence in that force. Recently I find Bombay 
has passed a specific Act for the Home Guard Organisation and a Bill ha.s 
been introduced in the United Provinces legislature also for this purpose. 
I hope that such voluntary national defence forces should be raised in Bengal 
so that Bengal’s expenditure on police may not be further increased and 
there may be sufficient defence forces to protect the people. 

Coming to the General Administration. I find under this head the 
expenditure is the heaviest in comparison to the other Provinces. But the 
Rowlands Enquiry Committee and other Committees which have gone into 
the Administration of Bengal, their deliberate finding is that Bengal is 
understaffed, when compared with the Punjab, Madras and other Provinces. 
If comparison is made in many matters Bengal will be found to be under- 
staffed. As for example the Circle Officers have to look to larger areas 
than in the Punjab and Madras. There is no doubt about this position. A 
sifting enquiry should be made into the expenditun* on the General 
Administration Budget to see whether anv retrenchment could be made or 
not. I have gone through the report of tlie Rowlands Committee and T am 
sceptic about some of their recommendations. In these days when there is 
a tendency of decentralisation, this Committee in most cases recommended 
for centralisation and this centralisation is the cause of all inefficiencies. 
As a result of their recommendation centralisation is going on in the Bengal 
Secretariat and those who are conversant with the inner workings of the 
Secretariat know that this results into confusion and also make the Hon’ble 
Ministers except the Chief Minister to be so many glorified clerks. The 
result has been that there is no initiative in many matters. It is time to look 
into their recommendations from a popular point of view and to see whether 
they may not he put to an end. This increase in expenditure is due to the 
giving effect to the recommendations of the Rowlands Committee’s Report. 

I now come to another important matter, namely, Muslim education. 
I have already stressed on this point in this House the other day wdien I 
produced figures and said that Rs.4,50,000 is a very small sum for the 
education of the Muslims. That has been admitted by the Finance Minister, 
and I think that in future larger sums will be allotted for this purpose. 
The requirements of the Muslims in Bengal is so large and their backward- 
ness in education is so immense that they require every help from every 
quarter to make up their deficiencies. Sir, when India is going to be 
independent verj' soon it will he necessary that every citizen of Bengal 
should be fully equipped at least ha^’ing got his elementary literacy, 
minimum literacy, so that they may be at least tolerably equipped to take 
an intelligent part in the administration of the Province. Sir, from that 
point of view Muslim education should be encouraged in every way. 

Sir, I do not like to touch on any other point except Famine. 
Expenditure on Famine, I am glad to see, has been increased and that is a 
laudable adventure, I must say, and for that our Ministers deserve special 
congratulation from the masses. Sir, there was a time when very little 
sums used to be spent during the period of Famine. Now a larger amount 
is being spent oh Famine and other Relief. This system should be syste- 
matised in such a way so that those who are really needy do get real t>enefit. 
Sometimes the money spent is not well spent. So ray appeal to the Ministry 
ia to evolve some unified system so that the money may be well spent. 

Sir,, a larger sum has been allotted in the Additional Budget for Agn- 
mtltural Loans. The system of diltributing loans to agriculinrists is still 



4ao SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMAWES. [25th Mabch, 

old and on an archaic method the loans are distributed. Sir, it is imperatively 
necessary, in view of the lajger provision for Agricultural Loans, that some 
suitable system such as the Agricole system which is very successfully 
working in Egypt, should be introduced in Bengal or by amending some 
of the provisions of the Act some such system should be evolved so that these 
loans may be realised automatically. In the Punjab I find that the Agri- 
cultural Loans advanced are succeipfully realised and really the peasants 
are benefited by them. But here there are difficulties. Here the agri- 
culturists have to apply for and repay the agricultural loans jointly and the 
difficulty lies in this. There are very few land mortgage banks in Bengal. 
Land mortgage banks are working ver>’ successfully in Madras and there 
are central land mortgage hanks and under it there are many branch mortgage 
banks and the Madras hanks raise capital hy issuing bonds and other certi- 
ficates and they are working very successfully as I find from the reports. 
Sir, Land mortgage hanks should he established in Bengal, central as well 
as local hanks, and an attempt should he made to lend money to the agri- 
culturists of Bengal or Agricole, that is, a sort of co-operative society 
through which loans are distributed in Egypt and in some other countries. 
These are my suggestions on the supplementary budget and I hope the 
Hon’hle Minister of Finance will consider them. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, Sir, the supple- 
mentary estimate of the Hon’hle Finance Minister is a novel one — and the 
novelty lies in its irregular procedure which is contrary to all parliamentary 
practice, that is, placing demands before the House when the expenditure 
was already incurred and no unforeseen emergency was provided for. The 
way in which things are being rushed through the House in these days and 
crores of rupees are being sanctioned lends one to think that perhaps there 
was only one community in Bengal and there was only one party rule. The 
rightful claim of the opposition to he consulted in all important matters 
is given the go-by and hills are being swallowed down the throats of the 
opposition in utter disregard of their opinions, feelings, sentiments and 
above nil the security of their life and property and the honour of their 
womenfolk. 

The provision of three crores for famine relief is welcome if the 
Ministry really means business. But a huge sum nearly equal to the yearly 
revenue of the jire-war Assam Oovernment and of the Calcutta Corporation 
if spent simply to kee]) the Mu.slim Tjeague house in order, will be an utterly 
calninitious scandal for the Ministry when already the audit is looking 
askance at the method of their spending. Huge sums are earmarked for the 
relief of famine but the masses are where they were. 

The provision of more money for Police is an open admission of the 
defeatist position of the Ministry. Is the excess money required for bring- 
ing in the Panjabi Muslims to terrorise the sons of the Province — Hindus 
and Muslims — because brother fought against brothers. The money is 
being paid by those in whose utter'-distress and danger to life and property 
and women’s honour, the ver>’ Police is conspicuous by its absence and 
indifference. 

The provision of supplementary grant for education of Muslim is a shame- 
less betrayal of a communal mentality. If this provision is only because 
the Muslims are backward in education, and science, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister one c^uestion.^ If the Muslims are backward in education, in 
culture, tradition and wealth, in political consciousness, on what grounds 
do they claim to rule over tliis fair Province of Bengal ? This brute majority 
and its brutal expression in Noukbali and other places will testify to the 
efficiency of the administration" for the future generation when a history 
of this comes to be written. 

The Finance Minister seems to be a bit dejected at the flat refusal of the 
Centre for subveution. If Bengal cannot make both ends meet when she 
bai not to incur expenditure on the defence, railways, posts and telegraphs, 
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how can ihe attain her financial solvency in an idependent Bengal — ^the 
dream land of the present Minist^ of which the Finance Minister drew a 
rosy picture forgetting all the while that every rose has its thorns. 

Mfi PHESIDEHTs Is there anj’ other speaker? Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS Sir, before I actually reply to 
the debate on the supplementary estimates for 194G-47, I want to state that 
some misrepresentation or misunderstanding has arisen out of my reply to 
the budget debate in this House. Some newspapers have said that I stated 
that Bengal would be the richest and most progressive province not only 
in India but in Asia with a revenue of 400 crores. But what I actually 
stated is what has been reported correctly in one newspaper only, namely, 
the “Statesman”, that at the present moment Bengal is paving over a crore 
of rupees to the Centre. And that 1 visualised tliat in the future set up 
when Bengal would be free from the domination of the Centre or of any 
foreign power, we may have a budget framed with a revenue of 118.200 
crores. That is what I said and I wanted to clarify my position before 1 
take part in the actual debate. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the points raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar — 
he said that the census in Bengal was manipulated and therefore these figures 
do not reflect the actual figures of Hindus and Muslims. Mr. Mazumdar is 
not here today, but 1 may say for the information of tlie House that no 
doubt there was some amount of political agitation for getting some 
advantage out of the census of 1941. But the fact remains that in the 
Province we have a much larger number of non-Mu.slim officers than Muslim 
officers. In the census operation of 1941 persons entrusted with the task 
were mostly non-Muslims and Muslims were in minority and thtuefore if the 
census figures of 1941 showed a Muslim majority of 54 or 55 it is not only 
correct but if there is any error that error has gone towards deflation and 
not towards inflation. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das said that the .supplementary estimates of the 
budget should be presented to the House before the expenses are actually 
incurred. Theoretically I agree that it is a very sound proposition but in 
practice it cannot be observed. It has neither been practised in this House 
or in other House and it is only when emergency arises and it is only when 
Government are faced with certain emergent expenses which were not 
foreseen when the original budget was pre.sented that exces.s expenditure has 
to be incurred, when the Legislature is not in session. Therefore invariably 
the practice in Bengal has been to pre.sent the supplementary estimates after 
they are incurred. But I agree that it should be the Government's objective 
to present these supplementary estimates as soon after as the expenses are 
incurred. I can assure the House that Government will always try to 
present these supplementary estimate.^ either in the monsoon session or in 
the early November- December session. This year of course there has been 
a departure because of the fact that when this Ministry assumed office the 
budget for 1946-47 had already been certffied by His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal and the budget estimates for 194(i-47 had to be presented by 
Government in July session. Therefore it is quite natural that our time- 
table bad to be changed and the supplementary estimates had to be presented 
during the budget session of 1947-48. 

Next, Sir, comes the question that under the head “Famine” we have 
made provision of Ralston, milk powder and dehydrated potatoes — whether 
these items of expenditure is justified or not. To this I would say that last 
year there was an apprehension of scarcity of iood in the Province. 
Government after the bitter experience of 1943, for which this Ministry was 
not at all responsible, had to take extra precautionary measures to see that 
the unfortunate happenings of 1943 did not recur again and therefore 
Government had to buy these foodstuffs which would enable Government to 
provide additional food grains and foodstuffs for the people of the province. 
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Sir, “Ralston'^ is, I believe, a cereal food which can be served as 
a porridge and it was felt that this being rich in vitamin contents 
would bo utilised in food canteens as ^el and that would be able to 
supplement the scarcity of food which might have taken place in the Province 
last year. For the same purpose Government had to Wy large ‘ quantities 
of dehydiated potatoes. All these steps had been taken in the nature of 
a famine insurance, and it was a famine insurance which Government had 
to adopt in view of the fact that th4 food position last year was very alarm- 
ing. Most of the foodstujff has been utilised and Government actually had 
to spend more money than was anticipated. I hope the honourable members 
of the House would agree that the Government could not foresee that the 
difficulty would be tided over so easily and Government would be able to 
harness all the available resources of the province in a manner so as to keep 
down scarcity of food in the Province. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das also mention- 
ed that we were importing large number of Punjabi e.r-service men as police. 
Now, Sir, this point has been cleared up by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
in the other House sometime back. For the information of the honourable 
members of this House I may say that the percentage of Muslims in the 
Armed Branch of the Calcutta Police was about 5 to 6 per cent, during the 
unfortunate happenings of August 16th to 19th. The Muslim population 
of Calcutta felt that the police should reflect actuallv the population in the 
Province so that there may be equal amount of confidence and a feeling of 
security among the Hindus and Muslims. I have not the figures readily 
available with me just now but I might say that as far as I remember in 
the Armed Branch of the Calcutta J*olice there were 1,200 non-Muslims 
mostly Gurkhas and only 68 to 70 Muslims. That was the reason why we 
could not post communally balanced armed pickets at strategic points. In 
order to do that we must have Muslim policemen. (Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Dutta: But why from abroad P) Yes, it may be said why we could not 
^ recruit from here but the difficulty was that we were faced with an emergency 
when Government required trained policemen — policemen with at least a 
couple of years’ training. In order to train them as armed policemen they 
must be fully conversant with the use of firearms, must be good marksnien 
and all these qualities cannot be acquired in a single day and therefore we 
had to adopt this policy as an emergency measure so that trained men might 
be immediately available for strengthening the armed police in this metro- 
polis. In order to augment the armed force of the Calcutta Police these 
people were recruited from the disbanded military personnel. Even after 
this recruitment the Muslims will form not even 40 per cent, of the Force. 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das also mentioned about the hostel for the students of 
the Scheduled Castes. Government are trying to do their best in order to 
encourage education among the Scheduled Castes and to give facilities for 
the education of the backward and minority communities. A hostel for the 
Scheduled Castes has been provided in Calcutta. There was the Taylor 
Hostel which was in the occupation of Muslim students but because that 
hostel happened to be situated in an area which was entirely non-Muslim, 
the Muslim students left that hostel and are now being accommodated else- 
where and that hostel has been given to the Scheduled caste students of 
Calcutta. In addition to tliis there are other messes and hostels available 
for Scheduled Caste students. If Government feels that there is necessity 
for increasing the hostel accommodation for Scheduled Caste students I 
can assure the House that Government will not hesitate to provide such 
additional facilities for the education of a community which is acknowledged 
by all sections of the House to be backward. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Patiram Roy^ays that the people in Bengal are worse off 
than the condition of the Bihar refugees and Bengal’s money cannot be 
spent for non-Bengalees. This accusation comes from Mr. Patiram Roy 
who belongs to a party which has been advocating the cause of a united 
I^dia. They maintain that there should be no division of India. They 
further maintain that this country is inhabited by one nation. If that be 
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so 1 oaflCiicitt understand how Mr. Patiram Boy seeks to create a separate 
nation of &e Bengalees. I think he cannot blow hot and cold in the same 
breath therefore he must be consistent. If he says that India is one 
and it is%Aabited by the people of only one nation he cannot at the same 
time differentiate a Bengalee from a non-Bengalee. But if on the other 
hand he thinks that Bengal is inhabited by a separate nation namely the 
Bengalees then he cannot take his stand on the one-nation-theory. Let 
him be Consistent. That is my answer to his observations on this point. 
He then says that the provision for Scheduled (''astes education is inadequate. 
I may point out to him that there w'as a provision of o lakhs of rupees for 
a special Scheduled Castes Education Fund and this fund has* been in 
existence for the last 8 years. This year the present Ministry has increased 
the allotment by another 5 lakhs, i.e., the allotment has been doubled and 
the present allotment for the year 1947-48 would be 10 laklis and tlierefore 
I think Mr. Patiram Roy cannot make any grievance out of the fact that 
Government are not providing extra money for the education of the Scheduled 
Caste hoys. So far as the administration of the fund is concerned, I think 
Mr. Patiram Roy is aware of the fact that the fund is administered by a 
special committee, and there is ahso a special officer for the e<lucation of the 
Scheduled Castes. And therefore so far as the encouragement of education 
among the Scheduled Castes is concerned, this mattt‘r i> entirely in the 
hands of non-officials and officials belonging to the Scheduled Castes 
community. Therefore, his charge tl»at this matter i^ being neglected by 
Government, does not, in my opinion, hold an> water. 

Now, I come to Mr. Nur Ahme<rs observations. He sa^s that Bengal 
spends tlie largest amount on Ihdice. I have not made a comparative state- 
ment of allotment under the head Police of the different Provinces. I admit 
that and therefore 1 have to accept as fact the statement of Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
But I must tell Mr. Nur Ahmed that Bengal at the present moment, in the 
present political context needs a large p<dice force in order to maintain the 
peace and tranquillity in the Province and therefore no memher in this 
House should grudge extra ju'ovisioii for streiigiheuing the [lolice toree. 
For tlie progre.ss and development of this country it is essential that there 
must b(‘ absolute tiaiujuillity and ahsoliiti* law ami order in the Ih’ovince 
and if there is any disturbance, any kind of lawlessness, all development 
schemes and all progress of this Ih’ovince will he retarded. Tht‘refore it is 
essential, I should say it is of paramount importance that we must make 
everv effort to see that law and order is maintained in the Provimte and 
if necessary — 1 don’t speak of this amount— if it is necessary that further- 
sums should be spent in order to achieve that objective I am sure w(‘ shall 
have the support of all members of this House in our endeavour to see that 
law and order is maintained ami tor that purpose extra money if necessary 
should be spent. He has of course given some suggestion that some 
measures should be devised to give security and protection to the people. 

J agree with him that we should do our utmost to give security and protec- 
tion to the people of this Province. H# has referred to Bombay regarding 
Home Guard.s and about the Bill which is pending hetore the Tnifed 
Provinces Assembly for the fonnation f»f a Home Guard organisation in that 
Province. He ha.s not mentioned the fact that even in Bengal the present 
Government have under contemplation a .seheme for some volunteer organisa- 
tion in rural areas and it may he Home Guards or it may he Village Hefence 
parties, call it by what name you wdll. But it is the intenti<m of Govern- 
ment to set up volunteer organi.sations in the mofussil areas for strengthen- 
ing the hands of the police and for maintaining law and order. As I have 
said, I entirely agree that such a volunteer organisation slmuld enjoy the 
confidence and trust of every section of the pepole inhabiting this Province 
and therefore it should be composed not only of Hindus and Muslims but 
of the Scheduled Castes and all the minorities living in this Province, and 
it is only if we are successful in setting up such volunteer organisations 
that the real purpose o( our setting up such an agency will be served. I 
53 
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entirely agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed and thank him for his suggestion. He 
has said that so far as the general administration is concerned €lovernment 
should make an enquirj^ regarding retrenchment in it. Members of this 
House will remember that when I presented the budget estimate® ^r 1947-48 
I sounded a note of warning. I said that if the recommendations of the 
Pay Revision Commission are accepted then we may have to face additional 
expenditure of six crores of rupees, but at the same time I suggested that 
Government will have to examin# the present set-up of Government’s 
machinery and will have to find out whether we may be able to effect any 
retrenchment in it. The policy of Government will be to see that efficiency 
is increased but at the same time if there is any surplus manpower that 
should be curtailed. We propose to give all persons an adequate salary, 
but at the same time we should also see that the fullest return for that 
expenditure is obtained by Government. Therefore I agree with Mr. Nur 
Ahmed that Government should examine this question very carefully and 
I can assure the House that Government are fully alive to this fact that 
there is need for a thorough over-hauling and examination of Government’s 
departmental machinery with a view to finding out (a) whether the present 
set-up is adequate, and it not, how it should be made adequate, and (//), 
whether the scales of pay of Government employees are sufficient or not. 
I agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed that the system of making advances for agri- 
cultural purposes, namely, agricultural loans, is antiquated and public money 
lent to cultivat(>rs becomes bad because of the fact that those monies have 
been advanced by Government officers in a most haphazard manner and 
without due regard to proper arrangement.s for their recovery. Government 
are however now trying to make re-arrangements regarding their recovery. 
It is known fo meiiibers of this House that Government propose to amend 
the Public Demands Recovery Act with a view to bringing within the 
])urview of the Act certain advances already made by (government so that 
the money may be recovered from the agriculturists under the provisions of 
the Public Demands Recovery Act and if this is done, then the money, a 
major portion of which has become almost unrecoverable, will come back 
to the coffers of Government, and I agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed that this 
proposition be examined as to whether the existing system of advances to 
agriculturists is good or whether it should be made through the iigency of 
co-operative societies or through properly constituted Land Mortgage Banks. 
1 personally agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed that the co-of>erative movement 
which is capable of doing a hit of good to the people has not worked up 
to the ideal which was thought of, but it is a movement which is certainly 
capable of delivering the goods to the agriculturists of the Province, and 
I am personally of opinion that this Department of Government should 
require proper overhauling and pmper reorganisation so that the co-operative 
societies may function entirely for the benefit of tlie people. Sir, now I 
come to Rai Bahadur .Togendra Natli Roy. He ha.s said that it is a novel 
practice adopted by Government inasmuch as the supplementary demands 
are presented after the expenditure has already been incurred. But I have 
already replied to that point. Then, Sir, he said that we are administering 
the Province on a communal ba.sis and that there is a communal, — one party 
and one community Government. 1 would like to point out to him how 
mistaken, how erroneous and how wrong he i.s. I can say this without any 
fear of contradiction that Bengal is the one Province in India in which there 
is a broad-baswl Ministry. Most other provinces — take for example Bombay 
there is one-party Government and one-community Government. Then take 
Madras, it has got a one-party and one-community Government. 
<Mr. Bankim fHANtDRA Dftta: Wiiat about Bihar P) Yes, in Bihar there 
is one party Government. In 4he United Provinces there is one-party 
Government. Df course in the Punjab there is no responsible Government 
now: there is Section 93. Then, Sir, even in Sind there is one-party 
Government. In Bengal, though it is a Muvslim I^eague Mini.stry, the 
personnel of the Ministry is not composed entirely of Muslims. In Bengal 
we have a Cabinet in which Caste Hindus represent — in which Scheduled 
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Castes iiim^ent and we have representatives of the Muslim League., There- 
fore the Ministry is the most broad-based Ministo in India tl^ay 

and it is composed o{ Muslims, Caste-Hiudu and Scheduled Castes and it is 
not a oiA^rty Ministry, (Mr* Buoy Singh Nahar : To which party 
Mr. Tara* Nath Mukherji belongs?) It is not a one party Ministry in that 
sense. I want to tell you, Sir, that if the Muslim League wanted they 
could have a purelv Muslim League Ministry without any Caste Hnidus, or 
without a Scheduled Caste and they could always maintain a stable 
Ministry. But the Muslim League point of view is that representation must 
be given to all communities. Muslim League does not want to dominate 
over others and does not want to inflict one community rule on the Hindus. 
As I have said during the budget debate, Muslims have no intention of 
dominating over other communities and they expect that similarly Hindus 
should not want to dominate over the Muslims in this Province. But the 
same cannot be said of other Provinces where Congress have one-party 
Government. In the two major presidencies in India Congress have one- 
party and one community Government. So look how generous, how broad- 
minded the Muslim League Ministry in Bengal is. 1 hope Mr. Duttn could 
have said the same of the Congress. 


1 think, Sir, I have dealt with all the points that have been raised in the 
debate. Of course as Mr. Haridas Mazumdar pointed out, this i.s actually 
in the nature of post-mortem examination liecause tl)e supplementary budget 
has been passed and also ha.s been authenticated by His Excellency Ihe 
Governor. With these w’ord.s I thunk you. Sir, lor giving me time to speak 
and the members for giving me a patient hearing, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, the Hou.se stands adjourned till 1-45 
p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournmeiit 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 2flth 
March, 1047: — 
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Mtmbers absent 

The following nieinbeni were absent from the meeCing LeW on the 25th 
March, 1947 

(1) Mr. Yusuf Ali t’howrlhury, 

(2) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne, ^ 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(5) Alliadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(fj) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Kay, 

(11) Haji M(l. Yusuf, and 

(12) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
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First Session, 1947— No. 25. 


The Corxcu. met in the I.ej^i.slative (’hamher of the Legislative ILiihl- 
irig, (’alcutta, on Wednesday the 2t)th March, L>47 at l-4o p.m. being the 
‘J'>th day of the First Session ot !})47. pursuant section > (</ ) of the 
(boerniiient of India Act, Ibdo. 

Mr. President (the H()nT)le Sir Bi.ioy Phasvd Sixc.ii Itov, k.i.i.e.) was 
in tiie Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Relief work in Noakhali by Mrs. Sucheta Kripalani, wife of the Congress 

President. 

75. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MITRA (on behalf of 
Mr, Lalit Chandra Das)s (//) Will the Hon'hh* Minister in chargi* ot the 
Ibniie Department be jileased to state wh(*ther the (ioveninieiit lias seen a 
it‘|)ort in the newsj)apers tliat at the end ot December last Mrs. Sucheta 
kiipalani, wile ot the Congiess Pre>i<lent, with other iVmaie workers were 
in a relief camp in a village alujut '2 miles from Dattajiara in Xoakhah. and 
,1 plot to raid that camp by the hooligans of the majoiit\ eommnnity was 
M'leeted b\ some ot the reliet worker^ and the police* and military iieing 
oitormed in time, the plot tailed?^ 

( //) Will the Govern men t take any steps to find who were (he plotters 
and punish them If not, why not'" 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Home Department): (m On the 41st Deci>mher, liMii, 
Mr-. Rripahini, who was then living in Haralia village near Dattapura, 

• nformed the Assistant Suh-Insjiector of Police at Dattapara that she appre- 
ht nded an attack on her camp by Muslim hoolignin.s that night. The Assistant 
^uh-Insi>ector inimediatelv sent information to the militarv camp at Dajir- 
para, and proceeded to Mrs. Kripalani’s camf> ttccompained t>y the Relief 
t ii'de Officer and the President of the Cnion Board, Maulvi dalaluddin. 
^ one troops also went from Ilajirjmra to Baralia. Xo incident took place, 
and enquiries indicated that the information which Mrs. Kripaluui had 
received was basele.ss, 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, in re'^ponse to the request of the 
Bon’ble Minister in charge of Laluiur witli referen<*e to my supjdcmenturv 
piestion the other day regarding the Tramways strike 

Mr, PRE8iDENT: Order, onler. I tlinught you were putting up a 
npplementary question to Ouestion Xo. 7o. You should take the permission 
d the Chair before you get up. 

Mr. HARIDA8 *MAZUMDAR: I tbougbt you had permitted me inus- 
nuch as you did not object to my procee<ling with the matter. 

(There being no supplementary questions.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^o^v you can raise your jKiint, Mr. Maziimdar. 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With reference to my question the*other 
day regarding the Tramways strike, and in response to the request of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Labour and Commerce for notice to answer 
that supplementary question put by me, I tabled a short notice question 
which runs thus — 

With reference to the supplementary question and the request of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Labpur and Commerce for notice, in connec- 
tion with the short notice question regarding the Calcutta Tramways strike, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any cause has arisen for tlie 
cancellation of the licence granted to the Calcutta Tramway ('ompany in 
terms of any condition imposed on them thereunder or by virtue of any 
provision in the existing laws or regulations of the land. It so, why has 
not the licence yet been cancelled? etc. 

That was (lie short notice (piestion and it is on the 17th. Sir. that I 
tabled this question. It is a very urgent matter and I ho]»e the Mini.ster 
will be in :i jjosition to reply to this short notice (juestion immediately. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I want some time to answer 
this. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: So tai as I remember, Mi‘. Sham^mldin .Mimed. 1 
admitted this as a shoit notice (iiiestion and very likel\ it was .sent to \ our 
Dejiartmenl. Ji ym cannot repl> toda\ yon ma\ do mi toinoiioxs. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I shall try to reply 
tomorrow, Sir. As regards the point that it i.s to be tunittal as a short notice 
question and I’eplied to at shortiT notice than u.sual. I iind tliat it is stated 
in a Memorandum issued from m\ office to vour depart mmit tliat the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Commerce, Labour and Industries l)(>paitment , ha.s not 
agreed to answer tin* question as a shoit no1i('t‘ (|\H‘slinn. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That im •ails that the question ol Mi. Haridas 
Mazumdai' is not going to be answered by \ou as a shoit notice (Hiestion. 
1 see the jioint. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: .\ns\\ei is due on a longei notice also 
I jmt in my short notici* ({uestion on 17th March, lb47. diist now tii** 
Hon'ble Minister said that he will repl\ tomorrow. He ma\ ilo so. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Questions over. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: There is one oihei question. 
Sir, and that is to be answered b^ me. I was aliseiit yesterday and th.it 
question (No. 74'! was held over by you. 1 believe. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That (|ue.slion has not again b(‘en eiuml.ited to 
members and so it eannot be taken up today AVe imiv take it up tomorrow 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: All right. Sir. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: N o\s\ instead of item No. II on the agenda I propose 
to take up item No. Ill first. Item No. II will come afterwards. So let 
us now take up the (Aileutta Rent Bill. I believe, Mr. Clarke, .\ou were 
in possession of the House the other day. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I have already moved the amendment (No. 8oIl 
of Late List No. IH and I believe it is being debated. The debate has not 
yet been concluded I believe^ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I beW Mr. ( larke has moved his amendment 
No. 8dB. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Yes, Sir, I have moved it but the debate on it ba^ 
nof been concluded. 



CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 489 

lir. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that for clause 13 
of ihe Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“13. (I) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in posses- 

sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant 
therefrom in which any of the grounds specified 
in clauses (/>) and {d) of the proviso to Mib-sectiou 
(/) of section has been taken as a ground for 
such eviction shall be entertained liy any Court 
unle>s the landlonl has been permitted by the 
( ontroller by an onler in writing under sub- 
section {o) to in.^titute such suit or jiroceeding 
and has produced before such Court proof that 

such permission has been granted. 

(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in jiosses- 
sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant therelroni. a decree or 
order for the recovery of possession of such premi'-i*^ has lieen made before 
the date of commencement ot tliis Act on any of the gionnds s]»ecified in 
clause (c; of the jnnvjso to sub-jiaragraidi (7) of paragraph !) ol the ('alcntta 
Hou.se Rent Control Order, 1943. or in clause of tin* proviso to sub- 
paragraph (i) of paragraph 10 of the Hengal Housf Rent Control Order, 
1942, but the possession of such premises has not b(‘en n'co^ered from the 
tenant, tin* execution of such decree or order shall he sta\ed until the land- 
lord produces befon* the Court by which such decrei* (»r oiih'r may be 
executed or in which such (‘xei'iition is pi'uding, as the cast* ma\ Ite, proof 
that he was permitted 1)\ the Controller appoint(*d umh‘r tin* ('alcuttu Ilouse 
Rent Control Order. 1943, or the Hengal House Rent Control Order. 1942, 
as the case ma\ he, to instituti* such suit or proc(*(‘ding oj to jirosecuio 
such suit or proceeding or to recover jiossession of such pi-emisos by the 

execution of such dei’n*!* oi order oi that he has been permit led by tin* 

Controller by an order in writings under sub-sect ion (J> to rc<*ov(*r nosses.sion 
of such juemises h\ the execution (d‘ su<*h decree oi- older. 

(J I A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller.- 

((7 1 an\ oi(h*r refened to in siih-.s«‘etion (/) permitting him to institute 
a suit or pioceeding referred to in that suh-seetion against a 
tenant in poss(*s.sion ot any j)rt‘mis(‘> lor c\i< tiiig such f(*iiant 
tlu'ccfrom, or 

(/;) an> order referred to in suh-seetion (2 1 permitting him to recover 
pos.session ol the premises in lespect ol which aii,\ decice or 

order referred to in (he said suh-seclion h.is Im'CIi made by the 

execution ol such decree oi order, 

.shall apjily in writing to the I’ontndler in that liehait, and il, on receipt 
ol gueb application, the Controller, afjer giving (lie tenant in jio.ssession 
of the premises an opportunity for showing cause against the application 
and after considering all the circumstances oi the case, is satisfi(*d that,— 

(t) in the case referred to in clause (a), there is sufficient cause to hold 
that any of the grounds specified in clauses (//} and (d} of the 
proviso to snh-section (/i of section 12 which has lieen taken 
by the landlord as a ground for eviction oi the li‘riant in such 
suit or proceeding exists, and that in the case of a niiil or 
proceeding for eviction on the ground specified in clause (//) 
of the said proviso, the coii.st‘nt of the landlord to sublet the 
premi.se.s ha.s not been unreasonably withheld, and 

(it) in the case referred to in elau.se it is a fit case for the landlord 
to recover pg.sses.sion ot the premises by execution of the decree 
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or order referred to in that clause on anv of the grounds referred 
to in sub-section (-2) on which such decree or order has been 
made, 

the Controller slmll, after recording his reasons in writing, make the Order 
applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, he shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 

{4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (•>) any order 
referred to in siib-sectirm permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any premises by the execution of a decree or order, allow such time as 
he considers necessjiry to the tenant to vacate the premise.s and to deliver 
possession thereof to the lamllord.” 

Mfi BIREN ROY S Sir, ]\Ir. Clarke alter being thwaited in his previous 
ainendnoMit by tin* ( lovernmeiit has imw tried to bring in the same clause 
1'1(/), (*>), {■/) \^hich was in the original Bill. 1 tliink it was not 

necessary for the Select Committee spending so much mone.\ to go through 
the wliole Bill after deleting the clause and go back thioiigh the back door 
and insert this clause in the Bill again. We oppose the ])ro(‘edure as such 
and I think that this amendment should not be included in the Bill at all. 

Mft BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sii, my friend Mr. Boy lias rightly 
pointed out that it is immUn a backdoor ])olicy. 1 am sut])iised at the way 
in which the Bill has been c(Ui<liicled. This is a vei \ iiiipiotant Bill. We 
considered in the S<dect Committee the Bill (dause hy clause, 1 was a 
iiiemher (d’ tin* Select ( ommittee ami 1 know that tin* (daiises were accejited 
hy the Select Committee and piac(i<-all\ theie was no oi*]U)siiion . Now' 
Mr. Clai'kc brings this amendment ki'cpmg the t<»iii)(*i draft as a whole 
whieli was delidi'd liv the Select (ommittee aftei caieiul consideration. Th(‘ 
thing that sui|iiises nu' is ih»‘ altitude .»t (io\enini»'nl . ( iov»*rnnu‘Tit were 

repiesented theie and the Chairman was the Hon’ble Ministiu Innistdf ami 
accepting in the Select Committee (he wlode Bill as has la-en reconiniemled 
b\ the S(dect Commiltei' they art‘ now gi\iiig theit sU])])()rl to the amend- 
ment moved hy Mi. ( laikt* I »lo not km»w what now thing has -ijirung U]> 
in tlu' iiieantmie, (ioMMimient sjM>nt a lot ut nu>m*\ atlei liie S«deet Com- 
mittee ami HOW' the wlndc spirit ot tin* Select ( ommittic is Ixong idianged 
b\ this amendment. I do not know wh\ (Jovernmeiit has ehanged Us 
attitude. Ma\ we take it that the (lo^etnmellt oi the Miiiistm in charge ot 
this Bill did not niuki* up their luiml belore tlu* repoit oi the Select ( om- 
luittec actually I’aim* belore the House. We find that tbe Cbiel Wliip 
ol Ibeir party putting auiemlinent of tlu* cluus(*s and Mr. Clarke lias accepted 
it. Tbe lioverimieiit at tlu* begiiiiung did not (‘on.sidi'r what they want to 
do or not do. Coming to the House they havi* changed their mind 
suddenly 1 do not know why About the clause wi' tiiul that it reiei's to 
taking permission irom tlu* Controller. What lia])]iens i.> tliat when an owner 
of the House ami the tenant find it iiecessaiy to stait a suit they will have 
to go to tlu* ('oiitroller first. That means tlH*y have to hu\e ]>roceedings 
twice — first they liave to go ti^ the Bent Controllei, tliey have to apjuuut 
lawyers and incur expenditure and \flu*n the suit is heard by the Bent Court, 
tben when tlie\ lia\e the permission ot tlu* Bent ('ourt they will have to go 
to the ordinar\ court ami will ha\t‘ to incur lurther expi'iuliturc — there w’ill 
be dujilicate e\]ienditure over tlu* same thing. What tlie Select Committee 
suggested is that the |)art_\ is to go to the court and not to the (oiitroller 
and therefore the court would deciile ftnma fucn- whetber there is any case 
or not. But the anu‘mlmeut provides tor du]>licate exnemliture to be incurred 
by the ]»aity. Wc know, Sir, bow the Bent Controller's (Office is doing the 
work. H ,\ou go, Sir. to the Bent Controller's Otiice you will be able to 
.see for yourself how diHicult it is to get a thing done there. 1 would 
request the Hon’hle Minister in charge really to go to that office to see 
the.se things fiu' himself. For om^]>iece (d information a person has to 
dance attendance there for a very long time and has to pay large amount of 
money to the officers concerned!. I make this charge deliberately and I 
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know what is happening there. Governnaent should see how one of their 
departments is working. 1 do not know whether Mr. Clarke had any 
occasion to go to that ottice. T am sure if he had gone there he would not 
have brought in an amendment like this. To get their grievances remedied, 
tenants will have to .spend large .sums of money as fees to (In* lawyers if 
they have to go through tlie Kent Controller. Jf they have not to go 
through the (ontroller lot of money would he saved. If the Government 
want to do some good to the po(»r people, to the sufferers, and which we also 
really want, they should not ailopt (his dujdicate (procedure. For it will help 
neither the tenant nor the landlord. Mr. Abdiilla-al-Maiimud told the lIou.se 
the other da\ that the Kent Controller is of a judicial mind and one will 
not have to s])t*nd much exce]»t annas \'2 as aj>pli<‘at if>n fee. Sir. he perha[)s 
does not know what is ha)i})eniug there. I {‘ontra<lict him h.\ saying that 
there are lot ot exj)enses Mjf . I again say that let the Govern- 

nient acc(*pt tht* .Select Committee's projiosal. If (he\ do not .iccept it tin'll 
it is no use wasting the time of (lu* honourable membeis by going to the 
.Select Committee arnl wasting- tin* public mom‘\ . W'llh tin'.se words, I 
opjiose the amemlnn'nt. 

The Hon^ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, Mr. Nahar raises a (|uestion 
ot jirocedurt*. He .sa\s il Government does not accept the proposal of the 
.Stdect Committee tlum it was no g(»o(l having a .S(‘!ect Comniittei*. I think 
in that cast* a Ibll iummI not come to tills Houst* again. h'i‘om llie Select 
('ommittee it might g-o to the A,ss«‘mbl\. 1 do not think anybod\ will 
acccjd this procedure. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a ptunt ot pcisonal explanation. Sir. 

J dnl not s,i\ that. I said Goveiiimeiil slnmld not go l»ack U)>on the Select 
(’oinmittee Kcjxut to which tlic\ wen* a part\. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I think tin* Hoiis<> has the right 
to amend the recommendal ion nj t!te Select Committee. I do not know why 
Governmeiil will not have that pinilege The (luestnm is (he (juestion of 
delay and the amcmliiicnl ot Mr. Claike amis at minimising tin* <bda\ invidv- 
txl 111 disp()>]ng <(i <1 cas(* Itecailse lie leeU (hat delay is uniiecessaril\ involvi'il 
in taking a cas»* fitst (e (he Iteiit Controllei and tlimi to tlii' Civil Court and 
I think it Is ((Mimioii ktinwledg-c and common exjieneiice that it thi.s 
judceiliirc ol a])pi oacli iiig the Controlh'i tiist is followed (he eases will b<* 
disposed ot much speediei thuti will be tbe ease in the Civil Court imd at 
less cost to the (i.irties. 'riu* Sch'ct Commillee pto)M)>ed two stages. 
Firstlv they will have to a]»i)l> to the couit on a preliminary point whether 
those grounds alleged 1»> the lamlloid m the petitmri to «*vie( a tenant exist 
01 not. and il theii^ is a funmf j<nn (-a^e made nut agaifist the tenant tor 
eviction the couit will allow the* lan<]loril to pkk-immI with the suit. It this 
juocedure is tollowed tin* dela> will l)e mueh moie and the ••xpen.se involv(*d 
gn'ater tlian would be the case it the lase is first referred to and decide<l 
on by tlie Htmt Conti(dler. Now (ioverninenl having considered the 
interests ot botli the landlord and the feiiaiit with regard to (lit* (luestion 
ot speediei di.sposal ami lessei cost had to disagree with tlif* jiroposal of the 
Select Committee and wanted to amend the elause in the Hou.si*. Now* the 
Ueiit ('ontroller i-* subject to (be c*ontrol f)f the Governimuit so far as (he 
administrative side is eorif-erned. i.t*.. it the Controller ilelays in di.sjiosing 
ot eases Government can call tor his explanution why a case has not lieen 
disposed of in time. In arldition to liim there w'ill be a part-time Heni 
Controller who will be apjiointed soon, prcdiably b<*fore ibi.s Hill bei-onicH an 
Act of the Legislature. With the u|)pointiiient of the part-time Rent 
Controller the ca.se.s cannot remain iimli.sposed of for a long time. 1 hofie, 
Sir. in view of thi.s explanation my friends in the Gppo.sition will not oppona 
this amendment.. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not propose to read out the wdiole amendment 
over again. The questiim liefore tlie House is that amendment No. 
moved by Mr. C'larlte be substituted for clause 13 of the Bill. 
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The queHtion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYEa-M. 


Mr« Abtfulla-ii-Mahmuil 
Mr. Sultanufklln Ahmed 
Rel Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury 

Mr. Choardhury Moazzem Hussain 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mrs. Labanyaprova Outt 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodui Haque 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon'ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hussain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 
AlhaJ Yar All Khan 
rMr. Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latifl 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 
Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Miss Ethel Robertson 
Mr. Satith Chandra Sen 
Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 


NOEB— 11. 


Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria 

Mr, Satlsh Chandra Jana 

Rat Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra 

Mr. Bejoy Singh Nahar 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


(Ayes ‘.jli aiid Noes 11 the motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr San> al. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: 1 heg to nu)ve that after clause Id 
(>f the Hill, the tfdlowing lien elaiiM* l‘!A, he added, namely;-- 

“Id.\. Not n it h>tamling anything eontairuMl in tin* ( nurt fe(*s Act , in suits 
for eviction of tenant the Court tee payable on the ))laint shall he 
calcidnted on the amount of rent pa\ahle tor om* month hut in no ca^e shall 
such court tee exceed rupei*s five onl\’\ 


Sir, the aiiKMidimmt is (piite clear and 1 do not like to s]>nak anUhing 
about it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendimmt moved that attei clause Id ot the liill, 
the following new (dause IdA, he added, naiiielx : - 

*'1'1A. Not witliNtamling anything containeil in tin* ( ourt dei'^ Act in 
suits for evietion <d' tenant the Court fee jiaxahle mi the plaint >hall be 
calculated on tlu‘ amount (d rent payable tor one month but in no ca^e shall 
Huch court lee (‘xct‘ed rupees five only . 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I ii>e to .suppoit this ver\ simple aimuidment 
of m\ triend. 'the main thing there is that (iovernment x^aiit in tin* 
interest of tenant, s that ejectment should lu* made piactirallx impossible, 
ilere. Sir, a dictator has lieen appointed and more dictatms will l»e there 
and alter one passes irom one person b,\ spending a lot ot money in the Court 
of the Controller ot lient he has to file a suit again in the civil court: that 
means he is being iloubly taxed ami theretore if \ou only provide a reduction 
in the court tee in such cases it would be ot couise a ver\ slight benefit to 
the jier.sims who are in real ilistress about getting possession of their owm 
rooms. I heretore 1 think the Hon'ble Minister in charge would not dis- 
iigret* in accepting this ver\ reasonable amendment from this side of the 
H ouse. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, this reduction of court fee 
is not called for, because in that case the couit would have heard in the 
pt'idiminary point. Ht*rt' he will T^ay onlx annas 12 as jietition fee iind if 
the petition is rejected he will iu>i have to go to the t'ivil Court at all. In 

f renuine cases where there is a primu tacie case against a tenant he wdll 
i^ve to pay (Miurl ti*e on the annual rental basis. So there is no hardship. 
1 do not think the amendment is reasonable. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after clause 
13 of the Bill the following new clause 13A, be added, namely: — 

‘'13A. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Court fees Act, in 
suits for eviction of tenant the Court fee payable on the plaint shall be 
calculated on the amount of rent payable for one month hut m no case shall 
such Court-fee exceed rupees five only.” 

(The motion was put and lost.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The oue.stiou before the House is that clause 13 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put ami agreed to.*! 

Clauxe 14. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 14 stand part of the Bill. 

Amendment Nos. })()A. lh)(’ and }13A and }13(' are out of ordt*i'. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: On a point of information, Sir. May 1 en(|uire 
why my amendment No^. IMIA. 9()(' ami 93A ami !)3(? are out of orders 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thev are out of order, hecause identical amend- 
ments moved by Mr. Xur Ahmed had been r(‘jectt‘d by the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Nur Ahmed's amendments 
and these amendment > are m>t the sam<‘. Tlu*re is a dift’enmce. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What i. tin* difference:'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: One minute, Sir. 1 shall jttst 
explain it to \ou In Mi .Nu? AliimMl’s amendment (.\o. 7!h\ i that was 
negatived h,\ the HoU''e. the (jm*‘'tion ot sul)-letting and the (jmvstion of the 
jiennis'.nm ot tlie Bent ( onlioller to s\ihlet \\i*re not theij*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall fmve it examined further. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sn In Mr. ( larke s 
amendment .substituting a m-w clause foi the Hill elaiisr No. 13. uhieh lias 
pist now been )ms.s(o 1 h\ llo* House, Sub-letting has been Hit i oduee<l . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Nur .Xhmed's amendment (.Vo. 79A ) 
turned down 1)\ tlie llousr and tin* one Mr. Clarke wants to move now, 
namely, No. 90A-!M)C are pra('tieall\ identical 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sii. tliat aiiu*ndment No, 79A of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed, I mean claust* 14 which he wanted to insert for Bill clause 
No. 14, was alrea<ly negatives! h\ the House and aim*ndment N(». !HIA-90C 
ot Mr. Clarke is an exact reprodmi ion ot Mr Nur Ahmed's clause 14. 
Mr. ('larke's amendment (No. 9(iA-99C) is just identical with Mr. Nur 
Ahmed’s amendment No. 79A already* rejecteiL No question of the 
introduction ot sub-letting arises. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I will explain the point. 
Clause 13 has changed the whole ijuestion. You look U]) tlie clau.ses and 
lilt* amendments une l)y one and in tliat way you proceed with them. 
Mr. Clarke’ij clause No. 13 wliieh we have just now ac<;e]>ted wus a new' 
thing and therein has been introdmed the (juestion of approacliing the Itent 
Controller for iiermission to sub-let a [iremise*4. Jteference is made tlierein 
to sub-letting a premises. This was not there in Mr. Nur Alimeirs amend- 
ment. Earlier in tin* debate we had included sub-letting also. 3’he wording 
niay be the same but the scope is quite different if you examine clau.H(*.H 14 
Qud l-'i in the light of clause No. 13 which has been accepted today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: L.et me have the point examined by the experts of 
the Council Department. Let the matter stand over for the time being. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: AH right, Sir. 

Mr. BtREN ROY: On a point of order. Sir. We do not want this to 
be lield over and inasmuch as Mr. Nur Ahmed’s clause 14 has alread}’ been 
rejected by the House. Mr. Clarke’s clause 14 which is exactly the same as 
Mr. Nur Ahmed’s should not be entertained by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. If the Chair is in doubt 
about a point tlie Chair is entitled tq. examine it further. 

Mr. BIRENROY: W e cannot haphazardly go on with the other clauses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I A‘i me have the matter examined before I give my 
final decision. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: In that case we should better stop here 
for the day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am airaid not. 

Chiuses 14 and Id. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let c!all^e 14 and lo stand over today. 

Clause Id. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause lb stand ])ait ot the Bill. 

The (|ue^ti(m before the i> that clause lb stand paid of the Bill. 

(The (iU(‘sjion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause, 1()A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause IbA stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, 1 beg to nio\e that in clause ItiA of the 

Bill, the words "his rights uinb-r .in\ lease in le^peet oi such pivinises or ’ 

in lines b-l(l be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ameiolnient moved that in clausi* IbA of the Bill, 
the w'oials “his rights under any lease in res]>ect ol such premises or” in 
lines !l-ltl be omitted. 

(The (jiiestion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr.' CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
IbA of the Bill, the iollowing be added at the end, namely: — 

“or his right to evict the tenant”. 

I <lo not make any speech. ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause IbA of the Bill, 
the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“or his right to evict the tenant”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Th is amendment is unnecessary’ 
as the object of the ainemlment is covered by the e.xisting clause. So I 
oppose the amendment. 

(The <iuestion was put and lost.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que^^tion that clause ICA as amended stand part 
of the Bill, 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 
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Clause 18. 

Mr> PRESIDENT: Clause 18 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: 1 heg to move that at the end of 
clause 18 of the Bill the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that a tenant who is in arrears of rent shall not be entitled 
to make any application under this section”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amemlment moved that at the eiul (d clause 18 of 
the Bill, the following proviso be added. namel> : — 

“Provided that a tenant who is in ai rears of rent shall not be tuititled 
to make .my applicatiofj under this se('tioii”. 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Sir. 1 rise to support this amendment of Mr. Sanyal. 
It is also a ver\ reasonable amendment. Mver>lhmji has betm pr<»vided 
in clause 18 by which tlie landhud will be asked within lo days- the time 
ha.s been extended a little hit — to repair any damage to his building. The 
tenant may he in ariears ol nuit tor any number ot months :md jicrhaps the 
landloid nia,\ not he able to tile a case on account ol tin* piocet'dings ot the 
Controller, Imt at tin* sann* tiim* he will have to pa> out of his own pneket, 
in s])ite ot the tmiant being a defaulter for an\ numhei' (d nnuiths, the ('osi 
ot re])airs ot his house, lor the benefit (d the said defauitcT tenant, and 
which I'ejiaii' must he completed within two months. In th(‘se days every 
one knows how difficult it is to do this when ct‘ment and other materials 
are contridh'd ami are not available, and it is \ery ditiiciilt for a landlord 
to execute any repairs ot an\ kind. In these circumstances, we consider this 
aineiidnient v<*rv rt'asonable which ju-ovidcs tli.it a dct.niltei tenant should 
not be entitled to make an\ apjdication under section hs, I think the 
Hon'hle Minister will ,ic<’epl it. 

The Hon’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Su. 1 think this amendmenf is 
very iini-e.isomiMe inasmuch as the landlord is retjuiied to discharge his 
fdrligation to re|»air his house. W hat he is requiieil to do is to diHclmige 
Ills ohlig.ition to Ills tenant to H‘pair tin* building that is the tirst point tc> 
make and it is not ('onse(|iient lal on the pa\ment ot the lent to it cannot be 
made obligatory that unh*ss the lent is regularl\ [laid tin* lepaiis would not 
be mad(* or the house would not be kept in projiei lejiaii's. It this sort of 
provision Is allowed to be k«*pt in the caluse it will defeat the (d>)ei‘t ol the 
Pill. So I oppo.se it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ijuestion before the House is that at the end of 
clause 18 of tin* Bill, tin* following proviso be .nided, n.unelx : - 

“Proviiled th.it a tenant who is in .ureais of rent shall not be entitled 
to make aiiv apjdication uinlei this .section’ . 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir. 1 beg to movt* that after sub-clause (/i) uf 
clau.se 18 of the Bill, th«* following .sub-clause la* .nided, namely: — 

"'(,4) It a landlord applie»i to the ('ontroller regarding damages caused 
bv the tenant to the premises, the Cfuitndlei shall cause a notue to be 
served on the tenant within 48 hours of the receipt of .such apjilicution and 
direct the tenant to allow inspection of <iamages by the landlonl or his agent 
so that <letails of such damages ina\ be submitted to the Controller who will 
then cause enquiries to be made regarding costs of repairs and make the 
same payable by the tenant with the rent of the next m^)rlth sfi that repairs 
may be promptly effected. iFailure to nay .-uch cost should be treated as 
non-compliance witli the provisions of this Act and should he a reason for 
ejection proceeding.” * 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after sub-clause ( 3 ) of 
clause 18 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

*'( 4 ) If a landlord applies to the Controller regarding damages caused 
by the tenant to the premises, the Controller shall cause a notice to be 
served on the tenant within 48 hours of the receipt of such application and 
direct the tenant to allow inspection of damages by the landlord or his agent 
AO that details of such damages may be submitted to the Controller who will 
then cause enquiries to be made regarding costs of repairs and make the 
same payable by the tenant with the relit of the next month so that repairs 
may be promptly effected. Failure t(» pay such costs shfiiild be treated as 
non-compliance with tlie provisions of this Act and should be a reason for 
ejection proceeding.” 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, 1 support this amendment. Thm is 
a very reasonable amendment consequential on clause 12. We have provided 
that whenever tliere is any damage in the house the tenant cannot always 
write to the landlord for repairs. If the damage is due to the tenant’s 
fault, if lie did the damage willingly then the tenant is liable to pay for 
the repairs. The Contrrdler should ask the tenant to pay the cost of the 
repairs. I hojie this amendment should be accepted by the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. it is extraf)rdinary that 
my friends ojiposite hav<‘ hecome enamoured ot the Controller. Now, Sir, 
already there is a ?*emedy. The landlord can go tft the Civil Court, against 
these damages. He m‘ed not go to the Controllei. 

I op])ose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questmn before th(* House i^ th;it after suf»- 
. clause { 3 ) ofelause 18 of the Bill, tin* toilowiiig suh-chiuse be added, 
numeh\ ; - - 

“(•/) It a landlord appli(‘s to the Contr»)llei regarding damage^ caused 
by tile tenant to the ju-emises. the Contndler sh.ill <-ausc a nittiee to he 
■served on the tenant within 4(S hours ot the leceqit oi sueli apjdication and 
<lireet the tenant to allow inspt‘etion (d damages 1)\ tlu* landlord or his agent 
so that (hdails ot such damages ma\ Ik* Mihmitted to the t (intiolh'i who will 
’then cause eiKpiiii^'s to he made regarding costs of ri‘]iair^ ami make the 
same jiayahh* liy the tenant w'ifh the rent ot the next nioiiih so that reiiaiis 
-may he pr<miptl\ elleett'd. Failure to pa\ sueh costs should ho tteated as 
lion-rom])lianee with the provisions (d this Act ami should ho a iiaison lor 
■cjtH’tion ])roeoo<liiig.* ' 

The motion was put and a Division taken witli the tollowing result: — 


AYES— 10. 


Mr. Htmtndra Kumar Dai 
Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 
Hal Bahadur Brolendra Mohon Maltra 
Mr. Bfjoy Singh Nahar 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 

Mr. BIren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanya! 


NOES— 27. 


.Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad 

llal Bahadur Dhlrandra Lai Barua 

Mr. Rtajuddin Bhulya 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourn# 

Khan Bahadur Syad Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Chowdhury Moaztam Hussain 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Bysd Patls Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarks 

Mrt. Labanyaprova Outt 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Alhal Yar All Khan 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latif 

Mr. Gsorga Morgan 

Khan Bahadur Gyatuddin Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mokhistur Rahman 

Mr. Abdur Raihid 

Mr. Amulyadhono Roy 

Mitt EthsI Robortton 

Dr. Kaiimuddin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahlduxzaman 


mr Md. Atiiul Hapus, Khan Bahadur 

Ayes l)eing 10 and Noes 27 the amendment was lost. 
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Mr. PlliSIDEMT! The question before the House is that clause 18 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clause ISA. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This clause cannot be taken up now, because if 
amendments on clauses 14 and !•') are admissible, then only this will be 
admissible, otherwise not. So. let this clause be held over. 

Clause 19. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que stion that clause lb stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (1) of clause 19 of the Bill, after the word “knowingly" in line 1, 
the words “offers or pays or" be inserted 

Sir, this clause deals with the ])enalt> for recovering rent in excess of 
the standard lent. It is only the receiver who comes umho' the provisions 
of this Act, but I tliink the givtu- also must be ro])ed in becaust* lie is also 
a party to an illegal transaction, and so m> amt*ndment aims at both the 
receiver and tlie givei . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-tdause {7) of clause 
19 of the Bill, after the word “knowingl\" in line 1. tin* words “offers or 
jiays or" be insfuted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I sim]d> oppose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion beiore tlo* IIoiisi* is that in sub-clausC 
(1) of (dause Ift of the Bill, aftei’ the word “knowingly" in lim^ 1, the w^ords 
“offers or pays oi" bt* inseited. 

The (jUestion was ]iut and lost. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Sir. I beg to im.ve that in sub- 

(daust‘ (/) ol ( lause 1!) ot the Hill, fnr the woi«ls “tin' party agg'iieved in 
line 7. the words “tlie tenant ot the laiidlnid as the ease ma\ be ' be substi- 
tut(‘d, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AnoMidment imoed that in siibodause (/> of tin* 
Bill foi' the words “the j)ai1\ aggnevt'd” iti line 7, the wonU “the ti'iiant 
OI the landlord as tin* ease ma\ be’ 1 m* sul»>.t it uted . 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sit . I 0]»]in^e it . 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (juestion befoie tile ffousr is that in sub-clausp 
(/) of clause 19 ot tin* Bill, foi the winds “the ]iait\ aggiit‘ved" in line 7, 
the wolds "the tenant oi the landhnd as tin* case mav be b«* substituted. 

The motion was jiut and lost. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: Sir. I beg to move tliat 
in sub-clause (7) of clause If) ot the Bill foi the words b(‘ginniiig with 
“whoever knowingly" and ending with “puit\ aggrn*ved be liabb* ’ in 
lines 1 to 11, tin* folbiwing be substituted, namel\ : — 

“(7) Whoever knowingly — 

(n I receives wheth(‘r directly oi indirectly any sum on account of the 
rent of any premises in excess of the standard rent, oi 

(h\ receives whether directly or iiidirectlv, or invites, offers or asks 
for, any premium, salami, fine oi any other like sum in addition 
to the standard lent excejit as jiio\ided in section 7, or 
(e) receives, whether directly or iinlirectl\ any sum as r(*nt in advance 
in excess of one month's leut without the written consent of the 
Controller. 

shall on the complaint pf the party aggrieved or of the Provnicial Govern- 
ment be liable — " 
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Sir, the amendment is more or less consequential upon this House accept- 
ing it in connection with clause 6 of the Bill which is an obligatory clause 
and this is a penal clause. Tliis addition to the clause seeks a remedy. 
But here the “Provincial (ioveinment” has also been added. I do not want 
to make a long speech. It is a consequential amendment and I hope the 
House will accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
Pi of the Bill, toi the word.s beginning with “whoever knowingly” and 
ending with “])arty aggrieved be liable” in lines 1 to 11, the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(/) 'Whoever knowingly — 

(a) receives whether directly or indirectly any sum on account of the 
rent of any premies in exces.s of the standard rent, or 

(If) receives whether directly or indirectly, oi invites, offers or asks 
for, any premium, salami, fine or an\ other like sum in addition 
to the standard rent except as jirovided in section 7, or 
(r) receives whether directly or indirectly any sum as x^oit in advance 
in i‘\cess «if oiu* month's rent without the written consent of the 
('ontniller, 

shall on th(* coin])laint of tlie jiarty aggrieved or of the I’rovincial (jovernment 
be liable — ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. 1 acceiit it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ((ueNtion Indore the lloii^e is that in sub- 
clause {/i oj clause lb oi the Bill ioi the \Nords begiuniug with “whoever 
knowingly" and emlin<*- with “part\ agirrieved be liable" in lines I to 11, 
the following In- substituted, naimd\ i-- 

“(/) "Whoever knowingly — 

(f/) receiv(*s whethei directiv or indirin-tlv an> sum on account of the 
rent of any premises in (‘xet^-^s ot tlie standard rent, or 
(h) receives wh<dh<*r directly or indirectly, oi invitt's, offeis or asks 
ter, an\ premium, salami, fine oi ai)\ otlito lik(' sum in addition 
to the standard nuit t‘xccpt a^ provided in section 7. or 
((d receives whether iliieetly or indiie<dl_\ any sum as rent in advance 
ni excess ot one montii's rent without tlie written consent of the 
(out roller. 

shall on the complaint of the ])aitv aggrieved or of the Provincial Uovein- 
ment be liable--” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestiou before tlie House is tliat clause PJ as 
amended stand ]»art of the Bill. 

I^The motion was ])ut and agreed to.) 

Chmsc 2^?. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (dause 20 stand part of the Bill. 

The que.stion before the House is that clause 2il stand part of the Bill. 
(The motiim was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 21. 

Mr. PRESIDENT:' ('luuse 21 .stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 21 stand part of the Billi 
(The motion was put and agreed to.) 
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Clause 21 A. 

Mr. PRESIOEHT; Clause 21 A stand part of the Bill. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Sir. I hejr to move that in 
clause 21A of the Bill for the word “three” in line 2 the word “six” be 
substituted. 

Sir, the time allowed is extremely short. So, I have moved this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 21 A of the Bill 
for the word “three” in line 2 the word “six” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tim (jUestion ]>etore tiie House is that in clause 21 A 
of the Bill for the word “three” in line 2 tli(‘ word “six” be substituted. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.l 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion before the House is that clause 21A 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to. i 

Clouse 22 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hause 22 stand part of the Bill. 

The (jiiestion beton* the Houm* i^ that (dau^e 22 stand jiart of tin* Bill. 
(The motion wa^ jmt and ag'reed to. i 

Clouse 22.1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (laime 22A st.md jairt of the Bill. 

The qiiesiion befoie the House is that clause 22A stand part of the Bill. 
(The motion was put and agrc»*<l to. i 

Clou<c 2.;. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2:) stand part (d the Bill. 

The (juestion before the House is that clause 2'> stand jiart of tin* Bill. 
(The (tuestion wa.s jmt and agreed to. i 

Clouse 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 24 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; May I have vour |i(‘i minion, Sir. to move 
amoiulnieut Xo. l-’S on behalf nf Mr. Xiir .thiiied wlio i, absent I* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That i< not tin- ii<iia) praotice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (jovernment .sometimes move 
so. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: As Mr. Xur Ahmed is absent. Sir, I 
think it can be allowed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am surf it «ill rrpate an unilesirahle pri'cvdent. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: A member may be unavoidably absent 
on a particular day. It may be in the interest of all concerned to have this 
amendment discinised in the liou.se. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the entire House agrees to it I have no olijection. 
(Cries of ”no”, “no” from the Opposition Benches.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: In the circumstances clause 24 is held over just to 
give Mr. Nur Ahmed a chance to come and move it tomorrow.* 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is all right, Sir. 

Clause 26. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Clause 2o stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon*ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; In view of the fact that the 
Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enadment Bill, 1947, has already been 
passed by both the Houses of the Legislature and inasmuch as that Bill 
contains among other Ordinances, the (alcutta Kent Ordinance, 1940, some 
consequential changes have to be made in this Calcutta Rent Bill, i.e., a 
clause will have to be incorporated in this Calcutta Rent Bill to repeal that 
Rent Ordinance. 1 shall move a short notice amendment, Sir, with your 
permission, later on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Such being the case let clause 25 stand over for the 
present. 

Clause 26. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Clause 21) stand part ot the Bill. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: Sir. 1 move that in sub-clause ( 7 ) ot clause 2b 
of the Bill, after the word “may” in line 1, the eommas and words “subject 
to the condition ot jueviou.^ ])ul)lication“ , bi* inserted. 

Sir, the nwison for tins aiiH-ndment is obvious and you will not want me 
to waste the time of the House by explaining the amendment. The Bill is 
ot such general public imjiortance that it is only right that the jiublic should 
have a chance to see the Rul(‘s \\hich (lovernment intend to bring in to 
implement the clauses of the Bill when it is passed. It is tor this reason. 
Sir, and the interest the general public is taking in the juogiess of this Bill 
that 1 ask the (Tovernnnmt to aiTejit this iimendment, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (I) of clause 
2b of the Bill, after the word “may” in lim* 1. the commas and words 
“subject to the condition ot ])revious jiublieation” . be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The qm St ion before the House is that in sub-clause 
(/) of clause 2b of the Ifill, alter the ^volll “ma>” in line 1. the commas 
and words “subject to the coiulition oi previous publication”, be in.serted. 

(The question was put and agreed to. ) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The mi estion ])eiorc the House is that clause 2b as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I now propose to take up clause 10 of the Bill. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, I beg to move that sub- 
clause (2) of clause 10 be omitted. 

Sir, charges on food are now being almost regulated under Bengal 
restrictions under the Establishment Order, 194b, Moreover, food prices 
vary from day to dav t>r in many cases from season to season. Therefore in 
fixing the rent or cliarge for room oi rooms charges for food has not been 
excluded. So it is the occujmnts or tenants upon who>e mercy they remain, 
and under these circumstances the provision is anomalous and it is to correct 
this that 1 move luy amendment and I commend it to the acceptance of the 
House, 
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Mr. PRESIDENT" Amendment moved that sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause ID 
be omitted. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN S I oppose the amendment. 

The question before the House is that sub-clause 
( 2 ) of clause 10 be omitted. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

*^^P^**®* I «itjve that in sub-clause { 2 } of clause 

10 ot the Hill, lor the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house, 
fix the rent or charge of such room or rooms" in lines 1-4, the words “of 

his own motion and shall on application made to him by any person interest- 

ed, fi.x the lent or charge ot any loom or rooms in an hot(d, boarding houso 
or lodging house" be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause { 2 ) of clause 
10 of the Hill, tor the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
occupant ot a i(»oni or looms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house, 
fix the rent or charge ol such room or rooms” in line^ 1-4, the words “of 

his own motion and shall on upplu*ation niadt* to him hv aiiv person interest- 

ed, fix the lent oi charge* ot any room or rooms in an hotel, uoaiiling liuust^ 
or lodging house" be substituted. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: May I read an amendment to thisi 
amendment!'^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want to modily amendment 47A? 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. It reads as follow s: — 

That in sub-ciaiise ( 2 ) ot clau.se ID of the Hill — 

(] ) tor tin* words ‘•on application made to him hy any tenant or 
occupant ol a room or rooms in an hotel, hoarding iiouse or 
lodging house, fix the rent oi ch.irge oi sindi room oi rooms" in 
liiit'v 1-4, the \\(»rds "ol his own motion and shall on applioaiioD 
made* to him hy an\ peuson interestiMl. fi\ tin* charge tor ariA' room 
or loonis in an hotel, lioardiiig house or lodging house" bi? 
Milistitiited ; 

{ 2 } the words "rent or" in line S he omitted. 

That in proviso to sub-clause {2 \ oi clau'^e ID of the Hill — 

(/) for the words "rent or charge ot“ in line 1. the words "charge for’' 
be .substituted; 

(-) the words “rent or" in line -1 and in line 4 be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M hat I suggest i.s that with the jiermis.sion ol tlia 
House the original amendment No. 47*A which has been moved bv Govern- 
ment may be withdrawm and this amendment may be substituted in jdaoo 
of the original amendment. Has the House any objection to that? I take 
it there is no objection. So amendment No. 47A i,s withdrawn. Now 
Mr, Sultanuddin Ahmed will move his amendment. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of 
clause 10 of the Bill — 

(7) for the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, board in house or lodging house, 
fix the rent or ^harge of such room or room.*^" in lines 1-4. the words “of his 
own motion and shall on application made to him by any person interested 
fix the charge for any room or room.s in an hotel, boarding house or lodging 
house” be substituted j 
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(2) the words ^‘rent or'' in line 8 be on;^itted. 

That in the proviso to sub-clause (2) of ijause 10 of the Bill — 

(1) for the words “rent or charge of in line 1, the words “charge 

for” be substituted; 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 3 and in line 4 be omitted. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The modified amendment has been moved. I 
suggest that discussion on this amendiarent may he taken up tomorrow. In 
the meantime the amendment may be examined by the department. 

Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(7) for the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
orcu])ant of a room or room> in an hotel, boarding liouse or 
lodging house, fix the rent or charge of such room or rooms" in 
lines 1-4, the words “of his own motion and shall on application 
made to him by any person interested, fix the charge for any 
room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house" be 
substituted ; 

{2} the words “rent or" in line 8 be omitted. 

That in inoviso to sub-clause {2) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(7) for the wr»rds “liuit or charge of” iii line 1, the words “charge for" 

be substitute<l ; 

(2) the words “rent or" in line 3 and in line 4 be omitted. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: a point of information. Sir. This amendment Ls 

not in our hands at all 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is why 1 am suggesting that discussion on 
fhis amendment slioiild take place tomorrow. In the meantime a copy of 
this amendment should be circulated to each membei 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Will it be available before the discussion tomorrow ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. by this evening it will be circulated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Tlie House stands adjourned till l-lo ]>.iu. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

Tin* Coiimil \\as tlien ailjoiiined till l-lo p.m. »»u Thuisday. the 2Tth 
March, 1!U7. 

Members absent. 

Tin* following immibers were ab'^ent tiom ihe meeting of the Council 
held on the 2<ith ^Maich. I!t47 : — 

(1) Mr. Mamidul lluq (’howdhury, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Siieikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(3) Mr. Krie Derniot Doyne, 

(4 I Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jaii, 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(t»^ Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(T't Mr. Nugeiulra Nath Muhalunobish, 

(8) Mr. T. B. Niiumo, 

(9) Dr. Kumud Sankur Ray^'^ 

(10) Haji Md, Yusuf, and 

(11) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
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'BENGAL LEaSl^tlVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947-~No. 26« 


The Council met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, tLe 27th March, 1947, at 1-15 p.m., being the 26tn 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.k.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Production of cloth by Bengal’s textile mills and handlooms. 

74. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of (’oinmeK*e, Labour ami Industries be pleased to state if it is a 
fiict that Bengal’s textile mills and handlooms produce only up to 40 per 
cent, of cloth required lor BengaTs growing population and the otlier 60 
per cent, is imported from other PiovincesP 

{b) If so, wlijit special measures havt* been taken by the Government for 
development of Bengal’s handloom weaving and textile mill industries in 
Bengal Y 

{c} What is the total number of spindles allotted to Bengal by the (Govern- 
ment of India lecamtly and how man> mills are going to be started in Bengal 
|o produce the other (JO per (‘ent. and at what places these mills would be 
S^tarted and b\ whom P 

{(]) What steps are being taken to secure a iarg«‘r quota of spindles and 
yarn for handlooms ol ftengal P 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): 

i a) Yes. 

^ (b) Development of cotton textile industry is l)eing planned by the 
Government of India on an all-India basis. l*or expansion of existing jnills 
and setting up of new ones, the (jovernnieni ol India have ailoit(*d 320,000 
spimiles to this Province. Out of the above (juota, about 68,000 spindleg 
liave been set apart specially for supplying \arn to liandloom weavers wliose 
pre.sent principal difticultv lies in secuiing yarn l(»r tbtdr looms. 1 he estab- 
lishment of a spinning null by this Goveynmeiii foi suijply of yarn to hand- 
loom weavers has also engaged aedive consideration ol the Hon’ble Minister. 

(c) 325,000 spindles. A statement showing the names of the existing 
mills and the new ones to whom the above siiindles have been allotted ig 
placed in the Library. The ploces where the new mills will be started 
are not yet definitely’ known as some of the mills have not yet finished selec- 
tion of sites and land acquisition. 

(d) Hon’blo Minister and the Hon’hle C’hief Minister have come into 
personal contact with the (loveniiiient of India officials and have also written 
to them emphasising the need for allotment of additional quota of spindles 
for Bengal. He lias already pointed out that out of the present quota of 
spindles for Bengal, production of yarn by about 68,000 spindles 1ms been 
earmarked for distribution to handlooms. Representations have been and 
are being n|ade to the Government of India for supply of larger quota of 
yam for handtooms of Bengal. 

65 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: As r^ards the promise of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Commerce and labour yesterday to make a statement 
today regarding the tramway strike- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are yet questions Nos. 76 and 77 for reply. 
You please raise the ])oint after the questions are over. 

Recommendations of tliQfilail Enquiry Committee. 

76. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department he pleased to state what steps have been taken by the 
(iovernment of Bengal to give effect to the recommendations of the Jail 
Enquiry Committee regarding the reform in jail administration and also in 
the conditifm ol j)risr)ners and und(*r-trial prisomus ‘r' 

{h) What are tlie Hi)eeial measures taken by the (iovernment of Bengal 
to reform and umeliorak? the conditions of prisoners by giving them educa- 
tional facilities and giving temporary leave to visit thidr families or homer' 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Home Department): («) A statement is placed 
in the Library. 

{b) The honourable member is referred to ]>aragraph (I of the statement. 
Temporary leave is not given to prisoners to visit their lamilies or home. 

Tube-wells in Bengal. 

77. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will tin' Hon'hh* Minister inJ 
charge of tin*, Dejiartment ot Health and laaal Sell-(iovernment be ]>leased* 
to state — 

{a) th(( number of existing derelict tube-wells in Btuigal, district by 
district, and m hen they were sunk; 

{//) the number and d(‘scri])tion (width and depth) of tube-wells to be 
sunk in each distri(‘t according to the live-year schtune of the 
(lovernimmt of Bengal; 

(r) the average cost of repair of each dtundict tube-well and of sinking 
eaidi tube- well; 

(</) whether hand ])umps or power pum])s were used for lilting >\ater 
from these tuln'-wells; 

(r) at what cost the hand pumps ^^ere ])urchas<‘d — the average cost of 
each — ih(‘ averag(‘ number of tiimvs in a yisir thi'v went out of 
order and the average cost of repair of »‘ach ]K*r year; and 

(/) the average cost of .a power pump, if u^ed? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the DepartmcPt of Health and Local Solf-Covernnient): 

(a) (Government have no record of the dates on which the tube-wells 

were sunk in various parts of the Province. Most of these tube-wells were 
sunk hy Union Boards and District Boards and tht^se Boards do not semi 
lists of tube-wells sunk from year to year to Government. Nor are Govern- 
ment at ]iresent in possession of a complete list of derelict tube-wells in the 
Province. A survey has been undertaken to compile su<*h a list. This 
survey is still in progress and not until tlie survey is comjJetod will Govern- 
ment have full information on the subject. ^ 

(b) In tlie five years ending 11)5(1-51 10,01)0 new tuhe-wells are projwsed 
to be sunk. Number of tube-wITlls for each district will dei>end ui>on the 
population. It is the intention of Government to provide one source of 
water-supply for every 500 i>er8ons. Besides new sinking, 15,000 choked up 
tube- wells are proposed to be withdrawn and n»suak. The same baais of 
operation will be adopted. Diameter of tul)e- wells will be 11 inches. Deptha 
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of tube-well« vary from district t# district and from villagr© to viUage. 
Approximate idea of depth of iube-wtdls is given in the list laid on the 
Library Table. 

(r) Average cost of resinking of lube-well with new strainer and pumps 
on an average basis of 800 feet would be approximately Rs.oOO. 

The average cost of a now tube- well is Ihs.ToO. 

{(I) Hand pumps, 

(c) Average cost of a hainlpuni]) is IN. 20. As (Jovernment have .so fur 
fi(»t been responsible tor the legulur inaiiitenaiua* of tube-wells (lovtunment 
have no record to show how (»ften a ham! pump was out of order in eourse 
of a year. 

(/) The cost of a ]»ow('r puin)> <le|)ends on the ilulv it is (‘ailed upon to 
])erforiu. For a powei‘ pump to be iitit'd on a' U, feet di.imetiu* lub(*-W(dl, 
as is generally sunk in ruial aia'as, tin' eo>l is betwetui Us.dllO and Rs.btHb 
j)rovided then' is su])pl\ oi (‘h'ctricit \ in I In* an'a concerned. If, however, 
th(*ie is no electricity in the an'a a pow(‘r pump foi‘ a similar tulu'-wi'll will 
cost betw’een l(s.l.bt)t) and Ks.2,t)00. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL; Will the Parliamentary Sc'cretary 
please state wdiether the cost givcm in (c), (r) and (/), is pre-war cost or 
tlie present-day cost? Pecause the cost seems to be too lowY 

Mr. ABDUL RABHID: I want notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quest ions over. 

Tramway strike. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, with reference to the assurance 
given by the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of romrnena' and Labour that 
l»e would re|dy to my shoit-notiee (juestiim regarding tlu^ tram strike, I 
find that he is not present in the House. Will any statement he made 
today, Sir? I do not Know^ what will he the fate of that assurance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, tho 

Hon’ble Minister is not here and I cannot say anything 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: So far a.s 1 rememher, the Ilon’hle the 
Leader of the House informed tin' Minister concerned about this matter and 
.ill a*<suianee was given on the floor r>t tin* IIoum* thal tlie matter would he 
lejdied today. Sir, it is an urgent matter, and I do not like to comment 
on it. People are suffering horrihi\. The Ilon’hle Minister perhaps does 
not understand the difficulty of the ordinary citizens. HoVerninent in 
Calciitta is practically non-existent. lor two months the truck is open and 
there are no tram cars running. In tfie whi»lc world there has boon no 
'■ucli example, Sir. Thereto! e. urgent *^teps should he taken in this regard. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: In matters 

like this it is always better and more convenient if short-notice questions are 
fmt to Governmenr so that the dejiarf merit may give a considered reply. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I have already put in a short-notice 
question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Haa the 

Minister agreed io answer it as a short-notice question I" 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That I do not know, but yesterday 
Mr. Sbamsuddin Ahmed gft^e us an assurance that he would reply to it 
today. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTi Order, order. The point is this: So far as I 
remember, the Hon ’hie Minister did not agree to treat the question as a 
short-notioe question; he wanted to reply to it as an ordinary one. That 
is what he stated in the House yesterday. 

Mr. HARiDAS MAZUMDAR: But, Sir, he also mentioned later that he 
would reply to it to-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes, he assured the House that he would however 
reply to the question today. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It has by now become an ordinary- 
notice question. 


Disturbances in Calcutta. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information. There is 
an outbreak of communal disturbances in Calcutta and we should like to 
have a statement from any member of the Government benches regarding the 
situation 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We are not 

in a position to make a statiunent on the situation. But if the honourable 
member wants a statement ho should put a short-notice question 

The Hon’ble Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, before this House closes 
today, if it is desired, the Chief Mini.ster may be in a position to make a 
statement. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, with regard to the situation at 
Bogra, I mentioned aboul ill is matter day befort* yesterday and tlie Leader 
of the House asked me to wait till the return of the Minister for Civil 
Supplies and that he would jnform him about it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I have com- 
municated alwuit it the very day lie arrived, that is yesterday. He said 
he would get the myesHary information from Bogra. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I jet us now take up the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946 . 

Mr. Sultnnuddin Ahmed moved his amendment yesterday and it is before 
the House now. 

Khan Bahadur Mr. A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE; On a point of 
clarification,,* Sir. Will the lloirble Minister say what would be the position 
if after the stipulated period the occupant does not move? What would 
the hotel-keeper do against the man* who does not move after the period 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I presume that the mover will reply to it. 

Mr. BlilOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of information. What does 
the mover mean by thev expression “of his own motion and shall on applica- 
tion made to him by any person interested”? I do not find any definition 
of the words “i>erKons interested”. May we have an explanation from the 
mover as to what does he moan by this expression? 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, in the former provision it w'as 
only tenant who could bring it io the notice of the Controller and he could 
move to the (’outroller for a rrtnodv, if he felt aggrieved. But in the 
present amendment that right has been given to a person interested which 
will include the tenant himself, the occupant or a member of the hotel or 
any other persons who may be thereby affected. Also provision has been 
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made that whenever it is brought to the notice of the Controller by appli- 
cation by a person interested — either a hotel-keeper or any person in- 
terested in it — if it is brought to the notice of the Controller he may on 
his own motion take up tlie question and administer the remedy that 
appears to be fit and proper. 

Mr. BlilOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to oppose this amendment. 
We have heard t)ie explanation of Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed about the 
* ‘person interested’'. This is a very daiigenms clause that has been inserted. 
“-Persons interested” has been there, they may he persons who are in 
occupation or they may be owners. Only two persons are interested in 
such cases, namely, the tenant and the landlord. By this amendment it 
will be open to anybody of the publii* to sa\ tliat such and such thing 
happened in such and .Mudi pla<‘e, and will ask the Controller to intervene 
in the matter. This wcnild bring in more com]dications. l\*rsons.who are 
against some liotel-ket*pers may fn to th(‘ Bent (‘(Uitndler and ask him to 
intervene in the matter of fixing the hotel charges and other things. This 
will be a haidship botli to the tenant a." w(dl as to the landlord. The words 
“interest(*d j»erson” are rather vague. The meaning should be clearly 
explained in the definition. The word.> have hee!i wrongly chosen and 
this would bring in more complications. By ibis Bill (iov(*rnment wants 
to give relief to tile people, l)iit instead of giving relief it will make matters 
complicated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the a[)[»rehension of Mr. 
Xaliar does not seem to me to hv sound. Be<’ause “person interested” has 
got to prove to the court that he is the person inter(‘sfed. Sujipose a man 
apjiroaches an hotid-keejier and he charges exorbitant rates from him for a 
room or rooms. In that ca.se the ttmant will liave to go to the Bent Con- 
troller and say that he lias been charged exorbitant jiriia* by the hotel- 
keejier. How any other person can conn- h(‘rc. I think the expression is 
so clear that it does not reijuire any definition. 

AVith regard to the point of clarification raised by Mr. Shahoodul JIaque, 
this does not a])pl\ to tliosi* ca.ses ^\hcle a person stays after the contractual 
period. Thos(‘ cases will he diailt with under the ordinary law and the hotel- 
keeper will have remedy under that law. 

Mr- PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: Thai in sub- 
clause (1^) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(/) for the words “on appluaition made to Iwni by any tenant or 
occupant of a room or ro<ims in an liotcl, hoarding house or 
lodging house, fix tin* n*nt or diarg-c (d such loom or rooms” in 
lines J-4, the wonls “of liis own motion and shall on application 
mad(‘ to him bv any person intert'sted. fix llm idiarge for any room 
or rooms in an hotel, Ixmid-ing house or lodging house” be 
substitufed; • 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 8 he omitted. 

That in the proviso to suh-clau.se (2) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(1) for the words “rent or charge of” in line 1, the words “charge for” 

he substituted; 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 0 and in line 4 he omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE; Sir, I beg to move that at the end of paragraph 
(it) of the first proviso to sub-clause <.'i) of clause 10 of the Bill, the words 
“and shall distinguish. the amount payable as rent for the premises from 
the amount payable as hire of furniture” be added. 
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This Bill has been before the House for a long time and I do not wish 
to delay tlie pr(»eeedings by taking up the time of the House in long ex- 
planations. It is (piite obvious that in order to arrive at a fi^re the Bent 
Controller must at some stage or another find out the rent of the premises 
as dislirnit from the charge for the hire of the furniture. We 
believe. Sir, that it is in the general public interests that this item should 
b(; mafic known and should be declared by the Rent Controller. I submit 
this amendment to the House for thcilfr approval. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that at the end of paragraph (ti) 
of the first j)roviHo to siilridause (.‘i) of clause 10 of the B-ill, the words “and 
shall distinguish the amount payable as rent for the premises from the 
amount, payable as hire of furniture” be added. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I oppose this amendment on 
th<‘ groirnd that it is unnecessary for the Jtent (‘ontroller to fix the rent of 
th(‘ inemises and to fix a separate charge for the hire of furniture when the 
house is lei out on a certain rent. Rather I feel that if this is (hmc* this will 
cauH(‘ ineon venieuf'e to the ierjants and the remedies otherwise available to 
him will not be so available if th(‘ Rent Controller fixes a certain sum as 
rent of the house and a certain sum for the hire of furn-iture. 

I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Oifler, order. The (pu'stion before the House is 
that at the end of paragraph (//) of th<‘ first pi*oviso tf) sub-cljiuse (J) of 
claUHt* It) (d thf‘ Bill, tin* words “and shall distinguish the amount payable 
as rent for the inemises fnun the amount payable as hire of furniture” be 
added. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que stion before the House is that clause 10 as 
uiiieiided stand j)art of the Bill. 

Th(' (|U<‘stiou was put and agieed to. 

Clan, sc a 14 ami /«>. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now as regards clauses 14 and 15, yesterday we 
po.slp(Ui<‘(l them tor considering wliether the amendments whi<‘h stand in 
the name of Mr. ( larke could la* admitted to be consi(h*red by the House in 
view of the fact that Mr. Nur AhmcjCs amendment (70A) had be(‘n rejected 
by the House, I have consitlered the matter v(*ry carefully. Mr. Clarke’s 
amendim'ut subst-ituting bill clause Id has already been aceepte»l by the 
House and it is in sotne respects dilferent from Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amend- 
ment substituting bill (lause Id. I think that slightly changes the position 
and I am inclined to Indd that the amciHlmt*ntw whi<‘h stand -in the name 
of Mr. Clarke can be moved; they are in order. So I now call upon Mr. 
Clarkt* to move the amendment. 

Mr. c. E. CLARKE: I move that after clause Id of the Bill, the 
following clause be added as clause 14, namely: — 

Suitor pnx-miing for \.\, (/) Xo suit or prmeeding bv a landlord against 

vr-r"’" f- eviH,io„.of 

Mioiiaof tl»o Act aa to “ tiuiaut therefrom, in whu'h non-compliance with 
payment of rout. the provisions of this Act as to the payment or deposit 

of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act within the 
time specified in that behalf in this Act has been ttiken 
as a grouml for such evit'tion, shall lie entertained by 
any Court iTnless the landlord has been permitted f^y 
the (kmtroller by an order in writing under sub-section 
{2) to -institute such suit or proceeding and has pro- 
duced before such Court proof that such permission has 
been granted. 
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( 2 ) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller 
any order referred to in snlvsection (/) permitting him 
to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against any tenant in possession of any premises 
for evicting such tenant (herefnmi shall apply in 
writing to the Controller ‘in that kdialf, and if, on 
receipt of su(*h applicatioii, the Controller, after giving 
the tenant in possesshm of the j)reini8es an o])portimity 
of showing cause against the ap])l'ication and consider- 
ing all the circumstances of the ease, is satisfied that 
there has been no such non-(‘onipliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the j)aynient or deposit of rent 
due by such tenant in re8j)eet of such preiU'ises, or that 
reasonable giounds exist for such inm-eoinpliance, and 
it the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited 
in the manner in wheh a deposit of rent is re(|uired to 
be made under sub-section (/) of section KJ the rent 
allowable by thus Act in arrear Indore an ord(*r under 
this sub-section is made, tin* Contndler shall, after 
recording his reasons in writing, makt* an order reje(’t 
ing the aj)j>lication, but, if tin* ('out roller is not so 
sat'isfied or if the tenant has not so paid or (leposi1(*d 
tin* rent allowable by this Act in arrear, tin* Controller 
shall, also alter recordirjg his reasons in writing, make 
the order applied tor.*’ 

Sir, this amendment restores to tin* Hill the (uiginal clause 14 wh'ich in 
the oj)inion of my paity it is essential that it should be brought into oj)(*ra- 
tion. The Ibm’ble Minister yesterday gave* his reasons lor r(‘storing clause 
id in an unn*nded form and we <*onsider that those reasons stand in this case 
also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A nn*ndment mov«‘d that after (*laus(’ Id of tho Bill, 
tin* following clause Ik* added as «*laus(‘ 14, namely; — 


14. (/) No suit (»r proceeding b\ a lainllord against 

a t<*nant in j)ossession of atiy jn’eniiscs for f*viction of 
such tt*nant tln‘refrom' in wliieh non-comjdianee with the 
provisions td this Act us to tin* paym(*nt or d(‘poHit of 
rent dm* In such t(*nant in respect of such premises t-o 
the full extent allowable by this Act within the time 
specified in that behalf in this Act has Ikk'U taken as a 
ground lor sin h t*victi<m, shall be entertaiin*d by any 
Court unless the hiiidh»r<l has been p(*rmifted by the 
(\mtioller by an order in writing umier sulvseciion ( 2 ) 
!(► institute such suit or proeeefling and has produced 
before sueh C(mrt j>roof that such [)(*rniiHsiun has been 
grunted. 


( 2 ) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller 
any order referred to in siib-seetion (/) permitting him 
to instittite a suit or pnKieeding referred to in that sub- 
section against any tenant in possession of any premises 
for evi(!tiiig such tenant therefrom shall apply in 
writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on 
receipt of sueh application, the fVmtroller, after giving 
the termnt in posscssi<iii of the premises an opportunity 
of showifig cause against the application ami eons'ider- 
ing all the einaiinstaiiees of the case, is satisfied that 
there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
siops of this Ajet as to the payment or defioait ot rent 
due by such tenant in respect of such premises, or that 
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reasonable grounds exist for such non-compliance, and 
if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited 
in the manner in which a deposit of rent ds required to 
be made under sub-section (I) of section 16 the rent 
allowable by this Act in arrear before an order under 
this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after 
^fording his repons in writing, make an order reject- 
ing the application^ but, if the Controller is not so 
satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller 
shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the order applied for.” 

The Hon’bln Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN! Sir, I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question before the House is that after clause 
13 of the Bill, the following clause be added as clause 14, namely: — 

14. (/) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in possession 
of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, in which non- 
compliance with the provisions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of 
rent due by such tenant dii respect of such premises to the full exteni 
allowable by this Act within the time specified in that behalf in this Act 
has Wn taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be entertained by any 
Court unles the landlord has been permitted by the Controller by an order in 
writing under sub-seclion to institute such suit or proceeding and has 
produced befon* such Court proof that such permission has been granted. 

(2) A landlord desiring to obtain from the (’ontroller any order referred 
to in sub-section (J) permiiting him to institute u suit or proceeding referred 
to in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any premises for 
evb’ting such tenant thendrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
that l)ehalf, and if, on receipt of such aiiplication, the Controller, after 
giving the tenant in nossession of the premises an opportunity of showing 
cause against the application and considering all the circumstances of the 
case, is satisfied that there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in 
respect of such premises, (»r that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
compliance, and if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited in 
the manner in which a dej»osit of rent is required to be made under sub- 
section (/) of section 10 the rent allowable by this Act in arrear before an 
order under this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after recording 
his reasons -in writing, make an order rejecting the application, but, if the 
(h)ntroller is not so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or <leposited 
the rent allowable by tiiis Act in arrear, the ('ontroller shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make the order ajiplied for.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. D. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that after clause 13 of the Bill 
the following clause be added as clause 15, namely: — 

15. Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 against an 
order of the ('ontroller under sub-section (.7) of section 13 or under sub- 
sectiou (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit or proceed- 
ing in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub-section (3) 
of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of auv premises by 
the ex('cution of a decree or order, all proc eedings in connection with such 
suit or proc'eeding or the executioir of such decree or order, shall be stayed 
during the period such anpeal is landing on intimation of such appeal being 
given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has been instituted or 
such suit or proceeding or the execution of such deg|^e or order is pending, 
as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal has been present^. 
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Mfa PIIESIOENT! ADiendnient moved that after eluiHe l‘i of the Bill^ 
the following clause be added as clause 15, namelv : — 

1). WJere any appeal Iuin been presented undei 'iec lion '^4 aununst an 
order of the Controller under sub-section («?) of section Id or under sub- 
section (J) of setdion 14 jierinitting a landlord to institute a suit or proceed- 
•ing in any Court or against an order of the (.\)iitroller umler sut>-section (.1) 
ol section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any premises bv 
the execution of a decree' or order, all proceedings in (connection with suck 
suit or proceeding or tht‘ execution of such decri'c «»r (udci. shall be stayed 
dining the period such ajipeal is pending on intimation of siudi appeal 
being given to the Court in wliieh sn(‘h suit or proceeding has been instituted 
or such suit or proceeding or the execution of sui'h de(U‘(‘e or ordcj’ is (aniding, 
as the ease may be, by the person hv whom such appeal has been presented.’’ 

Ths Hoffl’blo Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ihc (luestion before tb(* House is that after (danse 
13 of the Bill, the following elause be added as clause 15, namely: — 

1). Wlieio any a})i»eal has Ihmmi prestuitod under s(*( tion 'Jt against an 
uj'der of the ('ontroller under sub-seetion Cl) of s(‘ction 13 or under siib- 
seetioji (^) of section 14 fierinitting av landlord 1o institute a suit or pro- 
ceeding in any (5)urt or against an ordei of flu* Control ho under sub- 
x'ction (5’l of section 13 peiinittin^ a landloid to uM‘o\er possession ol an\ 
premises by the execution of a decr(‘e or order, all proceedings in connection 
^^ith sucli suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or ordet , shall 
Ih' stayed during the perunl such appeal is jiending on intimation of such 
apjieal being given to the Court in \ihi(di sui h suit or proe(‘edin^ has been 
instituted oi s\i( li sim oi proc(‘e<hng or tin* ex(‘eu(i(»ii ot such decnM* or order 
is pending, as the case may be. b\ the person b\ wIkmii smdi appeal lias been 
juesented. ” 

7'he motion was put and agreed to. 

/si 

Mr, PRESIDENT: (danse 18.V stand part of the Hill. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: Sir. I he« to move that in sub-clause (7) of 
clause liSA ot the Jfill, after the wonL “permission under” in line 3, the 
I'ords and figures “sect«ioii 13, section 14 or” be inserted. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved tliat in sub-clause (/) of clause 
bSA ot the Hill, aftt*r the word.s “permission under'’ in line 3, the words 
and fij.’ures “.section 13, section 14 or” be inserted. 

(Question before the IIoum* is that in sub-c luus(‘ (/) of elauHe 18A of the 
Hill after the words “permisvS»ion under” in line 3, the words and figures 
‘section 13, section 14 or” be inserted.. 

The motion was jiut and agreed to. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (/) of 
( luiise 18A ot the Bill, after the ^uird and figures “section 10” in line (5, 
the words and figures “or for obtaining bis permission under section 13 or 
section 14” be inserted, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (I) of clause 
18A of the Bill, after the word and figure “section 10” in line 6, the words 
and figures “or for obtaining his peruiiss-ijuj under section 13 or section 14“ 
be inserted. 

(^u«‘stion before the House i» that in sub-elaUM* (I) of clau.se 18A of tin* 
Bill, aftei the word and figures “section 10” in line 6, the words and figures 
‘‘or for obtaining his permission under section 13 or section 14” he inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The ^estiou before the House is that clause 18A 
as amended stand part of the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 24 slnnd part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that to sub-clause {!) of clause 
24 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided tliat no appeal shall lie under this sub-section from any order 
made by the Controller under sub-section {3) of section 18.’^ 

Sir, sub-section (3) of section 18 relates to urgent repairs and also supply 
of essential services in emergency cases and by thiit section power Im.s been 
given to the (yontroller to order very urgent repair or su])pl> of es^toitial 
services, such as electricity or water. By this proviso I want to make it 
hnal. That proviso was omitted in the Select (committee but I think in 
emergency eases where the re])air -is very urgent and which may endanger 
life and jiroperty the order of the Controller should be final. If one has 
to go to higher court it may take months and in the meantime the tenant 
may sufter lor want of these essential services. 

So, I propose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that to sub-clause (1) of clause 24 
of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that no appeal shall lie under thds sub-section from any order 
made by tlje Controller under sub-section (3) of section 18.” 

The HOfl’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I accejd the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Question before the House is 
that to sub-clause (/) of clause 24 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

"Provided that no ajipeal shall lie under this sub-se<*tiou from any order 
ma<le by the (’ontroller under sub-section (3) of section 18.” 

'riie (piestioii was put and agrt^ed to. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that for sub-clause (J) of 
clause 24 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 
"(•>) The High (>ourt, on application made in that behalf by any 
jicrsori aggrieved bv an order passed in appeal by the Chief Judge 
o! tile District .luifge or a perMUi a])]>ointeil under ^ub->ei tiou (2) 
cither imposing, or confirming any order pas.sed by the Controller 
imposing a fine under section 1!) or section 20, may, where the 
fine is md le.ss than five- hundred rupees and such application is 
made within thirty days of the date of such order, call for and 
esamine the n-eord of such apjieal and, after giving the parties an 
opportunity o( being heard, revise the order pa.s.sed in such 
appeal. 

0>) All decisions of the (^hief Judge or the District Judge or a person 
appoint(‘(l under sub-seetion (j2)y as the case may be, shall, 
subject to the provisions of sub-seetion (J), be final.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clause (J) of 
clause 24 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be submitted, namely: — 
"(J) The High Court, on application made in that behalf by any 
person aggrieved by an order passed in appeal by the Chief 
Judge or the District Judge or a person appointed under sub- 
seetion (2) either imposing or confirming any order passed by 
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ihe Controller imposing a fine under section 19 or section 20, 
may where the fine is not less than five hundred rupees and such 
application is made within thirty days of the tlate of such order, 
call for and examine the record of such appeal and, after 
giving the parties an opportunity of being heard, revise the 
order passed in such appeal. 

(^) All decisions of the Chief Judge or the District Judge or a person 
appointed under sub-section {2), as the case may be, shall, subject 
to the jnovisions of sub-section (J), be final.** 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: With regard to this amendment 
proposed to clause 24, tliough apparently it seems to be very innocent, yet 
-It seems to be pre^^iiant with very serious consequences because under the 
Calcutta Rent Control Ordinance which is now coiiveiied into an Act the 
Hon’ble the High Court would have the revisional jurisdietioii under section 
115 of the Civil Hroeedure Code and all orders would lu* subj(‘ct to revision as 
a motion by the llou'ble the jligh Court. Of course under tlie Ordinance 
it was in doubt whether the ordering authority set up liy the Ordinance was 
a cciirt. The oiders given b_\ tlie Chn*! Judge and tin* Distnet Judge will 
lie an order given by the Couit. So tlie High Cmiii liad ihe juris- 
diction to interfme in revision under section 315 of the Civil Procedure 
Codt'. Bui it ajipears that hy this sulwlause (6‘) ot this amendment this 
jurisdiction ot the Hon 'hie the High CVuirt is intended to be taken away 
tliough ill sub-clause (J) a[)J)al•eIltJ^ some relief has been given in r«»spect 
<d particular orders as to fine passed in ajipeal, but at fin* same time it will 
be very injurious it the revisional jurisdiction of tin* High Court uoiild ho 
taken away by this sub-clause {€). So I would draw tin* attention of those 
who want to have this amendment to consider wlietln*!’ this sub-elaiisO (t>) 
<an be el-iminateil. So tar as sub-clause (5) is coin’cined lln*re is nothing 
to object. It is all right and the High Court has been given almost the 
powers ol a second ajijicllatc court; but. at (be same lime, by sub-clauHe (6*) 
regarding other orders, and there are many other orders nf a very important 
( liaraeter passed t itliei by the Chief Jndg’e or the I)is1ri(*t Judge, the 
ordinary jurisdiciioii of the Hon'ble Higii (Vmrt to he exercised for the 
execution of oiders ought not to he reiimved and taken away and 1 would 
again say that the matter .slumld he v«*ry «'arefully considered bee.aiiHe they 
.ire matters affect ing the rights of the people and tliere ought not to be any 
law by which ilic rights ot the people to approach the highest tribunal of 
the land should he affected. The people should imt be deprived of their 
right of having an illegal order jiassed by any of these courts, either of the 
Chief Judge or of ihe Dictrict Judge, removed, or in other words that their 
ludgment ^houbl he made final, I woiibl ohjert to (his amendment, 
parlieularly ti) suh-dause th'), 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: sir. the HmChle the I^mder 

id the House is lahouriug iindci a misappichcnsioii. There is really no 
ilifferenee between an (frdiname ayd a leg'islatiire fiassed by this 
House because l.ir as their legisj.ihxe <'haiacter is concerned, 

both are Acts. Theretore, the position has not been changed iu any way 
by this Act. Then, again, the provision in this cIuuHe has not made the 
1 hief Judge or the l)istri(*t Jiidg’c a Court. 4 hey are only jiersona 
: they are not a court, and we have not used tliut w^ord here. We 
have s»imply u.s‘*d the words “('hief .flidg^e and “District Judge*’. They 
:ir«‘ really /jcnoy/o/ (Ivsif/iHita , and they do not constitute a court. The 
position has ntd in any way been change»l bv the Ordinaro'c or an Act. I 
hope this will saiisfy the Hon'ble the Header of the Opposition. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question bef<»re the House is that for sub- 
clause (J) of clause 24 of the Bill, the following sub-clauses Ix^ sulisti luted, 
namely : — 

“(«5) The High Court, on application made in that behalf by any 
jierson aggrieved by an order passed in appeal by the Chief Judge 
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or fho District or a person lt)^p«inted under sub-section ( 2 ) 

fitluM imposing, or confirniiug any ordnf passed by the Controller 
iiiiposiuj? a fine under section 19 or section 20, may, where the 
fine is not less than five hundred rupees and such application is 
made within thirty days of the date of such order, call for and 
examine the record of such appeal and, after g'iving the parties 
an opportunity of being ^Jieard, revise the order passed in such 
appeal. 

(6‘) All decisions ot the Chief Judge or the District Judge or a person 
appo-iuied under sub-section ( 2 ), as the case may be, shall, subject 
to the jirovisions of sub-sectiou (-5), be final”. 

The question was ])ut and agreed to. 

The question lliat clause 24 as amended stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


(’hiu.se 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that for clause 25 of the Bill, 
the following clause be .substituted, namely: — 

”25. (/) The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Act, 1947, in 

so fai us it enacts and continues in operation the provisions of the 
('ulcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946, is hereby lepealed. 

{ 2 ) Any rules, orders and ap])ointment« made or any appointment 
de(*nied to have been made or anything done or' any action taken 
or any pr<K‘eerliiigs eciniiieiK ed or <leemed to lia\e l)et*u enmmem ed 
under aiiN of the provisions of the said Ordinance shall continue 
ill force in so far as tliey are I'onsistent with this Act and shall 
be deemed to have been made, done, taken or commeneed under 
the corresponding pi-ovdsion of this Act.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I h< q>e copies of this amendment have been supplied 
to honourable membets. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: We are just now getting, Sir 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. FAXLUR RAHMAN: i wou Id jusi like to point out 
to the Hoinuirable the Leader of the Opposition that claiij^e 25 remains as 
dt is. Only one clause, namely, the repealing clause, lues been added to 

it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All riirht. we <lo not oppose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for < Iause 25 of the Bill, 
the following eluuse be substituted, namely: — 

“25. {/) The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Act, 1947, in 

so far as it enacts and continues in o|)eration the provisions of the 
(\ilcutttt Rent Ordinance, 1946, is hereby repealed. 

(2) Any rules, orders and jippoiiitmriits made or any appointment/ 
det‘ine<l to Inive been madi* (»r anything done (»r any action taken, 
or any proceedings eomme^eed or deemed to have been commenced 
under any of tln‘ provisions of the said Ordinance shall continue 
in force in so far as tlu\\ are consistent ^^*ith this Act and shall 
be deemed to have been made, done, taken or commenced under 
llie corrc-'ponding pi»>V'jsion ot fhi^ Act,” 

TiM Hon’bl. Mr. FAZLUR.DAHMAN; Sir, I accept the amendment. 
In this connection. Sir, 1 wmiild record my appreciation of the help that 
the honourable meinber» ot all parties have given me in the smooth passage 
of thds Bill. I need not explain that this is a measure which is intended 
to beuefifya large jei'tion of the people and this will be welcome by all. 
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Mr. PRiSiDENT; The ql^ltiou before Ihe douse Is tWi for clause 25 
)f the Bill, the followinf^wslause be substituted, namely: — 


“25. (J) The Beiij^al Ordinances Tem^mrary Enactment Act, 1947, in 
so far as it enact^s and continues m operation the prorisious of the 
Calcutta It cut Ordinance, 194t), is hereby repealed. 

^l2) Any rules, orders and appointments made or any appointaudll > 
deemed to liave been made or anything ilone or any action taken 
or any jiroceediiigs commenced or deemed to have been commenced 
under any id the provisions of the said Ordinauee shall continue 
in force in so far as the\ are eonsisttmt with this Act and shaU 
be det imal to liave been made, done, taken or eommenced undSf 
the ('urresjiouding provtision of this Aet.“ * 

The motion A\a'> joit and agreed to. 


Mr^ PRESIDENT: The que.s lion before the House is that elause 26 as 
iimended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agieed to. 


Title (Uid lytiinible. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Tif^ 
md Preamble ^taiol {»urt of the Bill. 

The motion wa.'' put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, J beg to move that the Bill 

IS settled in the Cuuneil ho passed 

Mr. BIREN ROY: How ran he move it at this stage, SirK Third 
leading cannot take place today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you object}' 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Vcs. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, 1 think, it should be taken iiji on Monday 
ie.\.t. As .soiio^ (tl the a meiidnieiits liaM* been carried and it ih a (‘oiiiplic'ated 
tiieusure, 1 tluu’etore lobj that it -should he taken up on Monday next. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: M t) w'o not take up the other Bill, Sir, 
because there is still lime today h 

Mr. PRESIDENT: VV<* have the practice here not to take up other 
Bills when one Bill is iieiidoiig 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: But, Sir, there is ample time today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: li not the ]» 4 aelico. Ml. Hashid. and 1 am not 

^’•uing to introduce a practice which is not salutary. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: And we (dqeet to it. \Vith reganf' 

o sitting toluol row , wv weie giMui t(» umlerstand y»*s(enluy that bmiorrow 
there w’oiibl be ‘-itting, the reason being that tomonow there would be 
» general slnki*. But it nuw appears that there will lie no strike — at least 
his lias been i>ostpoiie<l , .Now, Sir, I find that the eoneensus of opinion of 
•ty party seenis that as tiny made arrangement uceording to the arrange^ 
uent of yester<la\ and (Ui that undei stainhng they would not like to have 
my sitting tomorrow. 

Tli« Hfn’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; (ioverumciit have iio ubjoction. 

Mr. PRESIBENT: Th> m we sit on Monday. The House stands 

^djouilwd till 1-45 p. 4 n.*on Monday next.- 

)7 .. ^ 
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The Ooiwil then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. to Monday, the 31st Marcl 


Mmliers absent 

The foilowdng members were absent from the meeting of the Ctoiic; 
lield on the 27th March, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Jj. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Ilariiidul Huq Chowdhury, 

('j) Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhury, 

(4) Mr. Eric Dernot Doyne, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(b) Mr. Mungturam Jaijmria, 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Md. Jan, 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(9) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(lU) Mr. Nugeiidra Nath MoholanobiHli, 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(12) ])r. Kiimud Sankar Ray, 

(13) Mr. Birendru Kisliorc Roy (3iowdhiiry, 

(14) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.r., 

(15) Mr, Md. Taufiq and 

(lb) Khun Sahib Muulvi Waliiduzzainan. 
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* First Session, 1947— No. 27. 


' i". Leffialative Cliamber of the Legislative BaSl 
e -list March, 1!)4( at l-4j p.m. being the 27th day o 
pursuant to section 62(2)(n) of the Government o: 


Ipe C<lt3CiL met 
ing, Calcutta, on the 
Session of 194 
iidia Jict, 1935. 

IV^ident (the Hou’hle Sir Buoy Prasau Sinuh Hoy, K.ciB)"Vaj 
in the Chair. *' * 


Obituary reference. 


Hr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Honourable members of the CounoiL^ 
^ 18 a melancholy duty of the Chair to refer to the death of Professor Abduft 
Barv under very tragic circumstances and this event took place on the 28tliV 

j *,!.'** selfless worker and was the PresidenC 

of the Biliar Provincial Congress Committee and was for some time th# 
peputy Speaker of the Bihar Legislative Assembly. He was a wellknowb' 
lab^r feader and devoted liis life to the cause of the down-trodden millions 
nt tills great country. May liis soul rest in peace! 


It IS also my melancholy duty to refer to the death of Begum Muhammadi 
Ail wlio pas.sed away at the age (»f (il in Bombay on the 28th of March 1947 
Miewa^s the worthy coKsort (if the late Muhammad AH and took active part 
in tile Ivliilafai movement when the Ali Brothers were ip jail. She was a 
rneniber of the I . P. Legislative Assembly and also a niemlxu- of the All- 
India Muslim Leagiu' forking ('ommittee. We deeply mourn her loss. 

May her soul rest in peace! 


1 would now request the honourahle memliers to rise in tloMr places as 
I mark of respect to the departed souls. 

(The members Laving stood in their places.) 

Thank you. Now with the permission of the House I would convey the 
►ympathy of the Legislative Council to the members of the bereaved families. 


Point of Information. 


CHANDRA DA8: On a matter of information. I do not 
ee the Home Minister or the Finance Minister here. This House is 
would like to know the situation which is now prevailing in 
with respect to the riot. The other day, Sir, a hope was held out 
>y Hon’ble Mr. Fazltlr Rakman that he would arrange that a statenwint 
n t^iiot situation was made by the Chief Minister or the Finance Minister 
IHm the course of that day. But they never turned up. Now, Sir, we 
t'anl to know how matters stand at present becau.se many of our party 
have not turned up today probablj^ on account of more trouble ami 
nless Arrangements are made to bring the members to the House and to 
ike them back in safety it will not be possible for the Opposition to attend 
lie s ^04 regularly. Unless these arrangements are made or unless the I 
Sir, it will be better if the House is not held for at \^t 
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, tit consult thei^liie|^ini#ter^|f 0 Te I can anytlmig in the matter, I me^ 
in the matter (ff ecmvejiiiucii^fid things i|ti|t.also the closing down oi 

the House for some da^'s. ^ 

^Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I call say something on the subject. We havt 
arranged from today for armed police escort and we have got a took k 
bring all the members from their homes and to take them back. a 11 t^ 
ihemliers cannot however be brought to the House all at once and they^will 
have to take their turn. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, that is about the conveyance. What 
the statement on the riot.^ 

r the Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Of coulee I made the statement 
^he other day that the Chief Minister will come to the House during the 
course of the day, before the Council dissoiveil, to make a statement. The 
abief Minister should have come up that day but the House broke uji gprlier 
Hhan usual. That is the reason why the Chief Minister could not itraKe the 
Wbtenient the other day. The Chief Minister can be made available here 
Soday, say just a few minutes before the House ro.se for the day and he can 
^Ttimke the statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will kindly .send word to him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir. 


^ QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

t 

JMueiims acting as Subdivisional Officers in the Executive Branch of the 
^ Bengal Civil Service. 

78. Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATH AN (on behalf of Khan 
Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan): (</) Will the Hon'ble Mini.stei in charge of the 
•^^foine Department he pleased to state liow many Muslims are acting as Sub- 
divisional Dtticer.s in tin* Kxecutive Branch oi the Beiigal Civil Service and 
how many are non-Mu.slinis 

{b) Are any Suh-Dejmty Magistrates acting as Subdivisional (iftieers and. 
if so, how many of them are non-Muslims and how many are Muslims ^ 

(c) Are the (biverumeut willing to adopt a policy of placing Muslim 
aud uon-Muslim Subdivisional Officers in charge of each subdivision 

^Ijernulively? ' ,, 

(//) If not, what other policy can the (lovernment adopt in order tc 
^satisfy the demand of the Muslim community for the ])osting of Mufilim 
'Subdivisional Officers in all subdivisions? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Hu 
Minister in charge of Heme Department): (u) Muslims— 41. . Non 
Muslims — 44. 

(h) Ye.s, two. Muslim — 1. Non-Muslim — 1. 

(f) Besides the undesirability of adopting such a jwlicv from the point ol 
view of communal harmony, it may not always be jiossible to arrange this 
f cycle of Hindu and Muslim Subdivisional Officers. 

(d) It is impo.ssible to postjduslim Subdivisional Officers in all the sub- 
divisions because there are not enough Muslim officers for this an4^^yen if ii 
were possible to dp «o, such a policy would shatter the con^dence of the 
other communiljr in the administration comp][etely- 
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)imtisfwtiiy wwMf Hartto Swtion aj the Distri« in a«gai., 

79. Khin Bahadur CHYASUDOiN RAfili^N' W bahiuf of Khan 

'^1 *!jf t?®r !k TT be pleased to state 

vbether he is aware that the Pubhe Health Section of the District Boards 
n Bengal is not working satisfactorily ? 

(h) If so, what are the reasons? 

(c) IJo-the Government propose to provincialise the same? If so, when? 

" {d^ If not, why not? 

AlarJIBOUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Minister 
H charge of the FiiunM D^artment) : (a) Uovemnient are of oi)iiiion that* 
he working of the Public Healtli Section of the District Board varies from, 
istrict to district and it is not possibh* to make a general statement on the 
ubjecL ^ While, however, in some distrifds the working ot the section as a' 
hole js 'Satisfactory Government feel that the existing Public Health 


Uganisation in the districts is inadequate to meet the health reiiuirement 
i the Province on modern and progressive lines. 

(A) The reasons for the inadeciuacy of the District Health Organisation 
mainly financial. Another reason for the deficiency is the lack of a 
fcise definition of the responsibilities of the Provincial Government and of 
a District Boards, This has led to some duplication of staff and to lack of 
'-ordination between the Government and the District Board staff. 

(c) The question of provincialising the health services is at present under 
msideration of Government. While no final decision has yet Iwm arrived 
. Government are at pre.sent considering jirovincialisatioii of the health 
!V]ct*s only in those districts wheie the J)i'*trict Boards ugrtm to suck/* 
o\ incialisatioii. ^ 

Does not arise. 


Construction of all-weather road in the district of Jalpaiguri. 

80. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon bla Minister in 
arge of the Department of Works and Buildings be pleas(*d to state— 

(a) in which year the construction of Hashimara-Madarihat railway 
station all-weatlier road in the di.strici of Jaljiaiguri is to be 
undertaken ; 

whether he is aware of the existence of the river Toorsa separating 
Ha.shimara from Madarihat; and * 

(c) whether the Government have a scheme to bridge it over? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of WORKS and 
JILDINC8 (the Honlile Mr. Dwarakaneth Barori): «() It is tentaiivelv 
oposed to take up the txmstruction ot.the road in the second year of first 
ase of the Five Year Kf^ufl Development Programme, i.e., 1048-49. 

(A) Yes. 

(c) No. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister kindly cxplaip in view 
the fact that he has given the answer to (A) as ‘G^es” and has given the 
'Wer to (rt) and the answer to (r) being “No’', how does he mean that 
‘ railway will be J|ble to go from Ha.shimara to Madanhai without a bridge? 

The M^hle Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: AVe have not got enough 
even at the higheat classes or oou^s. It is not 
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ROYS That is not my question. Jly question is this: the 
questioiier has a^ed whether is aware of the existence of the river Toorsa 
separating Hashimara from Madarihat. There is only one river and the next 
question is whether Government have a scheme to bridge it over. The 
answer is “No”. But at the same time the answer to (a) is tentatively 
proposed to take up the construction of the road linking the two places. 
If he does not want to have a bridge how he goes from one place to the other 
without a bridge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKAkkTH BARORI: It will be done later on. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That means that Madarihat and Hashimara will not 
be linked now. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: But it will be done later 
on. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Then the answer to is not correct? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: Yes, for the time being 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the third reading of the 
Calcutta Rent Bill. 

The motion tliat the Bill a.s aim‘nded be passed has already been moved 
by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose the third leading of the Bill. 
On principle 1 do not object to the control of rents in Calcutta or even in 
areas surrounding Calcutta in the riparian municipalities. I would not go 
80 far as wa.s antieijiated by a Government party member, Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
who later on withdrew all his amendments in respect of the towns of Dacca, 
Darjeeling and (diittagong, Howrah of course is included within the riparian 
municipalities surro'Unding ralcutta but the Bill alter all these amendment.'^ 
>and in the shape in which it has been brought up before us for the third 
reading is not the one %vhich we would like to approve. Our first objection 
to this would he in this manner — that in the select committee of which the 
Leader of the House was the Chairman and the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
sponsoring the Bill, was also a member, and other prominent members of 
the Governiueiit side as well as of the opposition, various clauses were 
deleted and were also changed hnf which have subsequently found a wu\ 
into the Bill again through the good grace'< of Mr. Clarke, one of tla^ 
members of the European party, so that all the clauses that were omitted 
practically were brought into the Bill. That means the Bill which wa-^ 
stmt hack to the Select Committee on the motion of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Bill — and with his approval it was sent back — as he said lu 
one instance that he would find out what was to be done — that for the 
clauses 13, 14 and 15 the members were of the opinion that they thought 
it undesirable to retain the provision regarding obtaining permission of the 
Controller before the issue of the ejipctment notice. But within two week' 
bow could the same member think that it is undesirable to include again 
the same provision. The Select Committee sat and debated and diseased 
and came to a decision and then in the House they changed their opinion 
and think that it is undesirable to include such provision. Now, Sir, comin? 
to this aspect of the Bill us a whole — for whom the Bill i.s intended? It 
stated by some prominent ni ember of the European Group, which Mr. Clark*’ 
belong. Now, Sir, he stated in private that “you can tear the Bill up, 
ia of no use”. If that be tb^ attitude of the members supporting the amend* 
‘ ment after such a long debate then I think the whole thing will be reduced 
to a farce even after passing of this Bill. This Bill I think has been * 
discriminatory Bill and it has been unfair to at least one particular group-" 
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I mean the group of house-owners some honourable members 

began to talk among themselvesL Sir, the honourable members are talking 
between themselves they may be pulled up) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You may address the Hon^ble 
Minister through the Chair. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Y es, Sir, I am addressing the Hon'ble Minister 
through you. I was telling him through you, Sir, that before tliis Bill is 
put into operation and dictators and controllers are appointed some rules and 
procedure should be framed as regards the fixation of standard rent. Tliere 
has been no provision made in this BHl which w'ill give him an idea how 
the standard is going to be fixed. Everywhere in tlie Bill it lias been said 
that standard will be fixed as it deems to be just. How are we to know what 
is the just rent ? Mr. Clarke wanted to clarify the position of rental with 
furniture so tliat the furniture will be valued at the present market value 
whereas nobody tried to force an issue that the standard rent of a particular 
house will also be valued at the present market value (»f the mattwials. 
There was an amendment by Khan Bahadur Muhammad Jan that the standard 
as (‘iivisaged in clause 1 should not afiect rent of buildings constructed after 
194d. The house-owners cannot be expected to form an endowment for the 
protection ot tenants. After all there a profit motive and (autainly you 
should allow certain mimmuni amount of profit to those investors who have 
no other way of livelihood. \V!n*i» you are s(> much interested about the 
tenant'' who aie to pa> rents ;\ou must also consider the cas«‘s of micIj owners 
of houses who piactically live <m the rents realis(*d from their hous(*s which 
"oimuimes range from Its. 11) or Its.].) to Us. 100. In the east' ot tlu'SO 
Imiise-owners it Mill be really tlitficult to ('Xeeiilt* repairs or oven to imj)rove 
their leaky root ot other fittings, etc. Tht'\ an* forced to bny building 
niat('rials from tin* blackmarkct at higlier ial(*s. Now. tin* Uent ( ontroller 
M’ill ccrtainl\ not give him tin* benefit of jmrehasing things at contiftlled 
iat('s. Beside" power (d iner(*asing the rent Inis b(‘en (‘nmid(*tely eurtailed 
ami the maximum increase iias been fixed at 10 p«‘r (‘ent. In other ])rovinces 
a maximum of *10 ]>er eeiit. lias beeu fixed. Iii Delhi it is dO jn*r cent, and 
in other munici])alitie'' tilso. 1 would re(jin*st tin* lion ble Minister tliai tli6 
best thing for him to do would be to form a Ut*nt Advisoiy Bfiard in which 
rent dictators or rent controllers nia\ be seh‘cte<l from non-offic’ial members. 
In tliat Board lioth sections of fhis ijouse as mcU as of (In* T^ower House may 
be taken. Their function would be to advise (ioverninent aliout the starulard 
rent and also in n‘speet ot proeurement of bnibling niat(‘rials from tlie 
Controllers of Iron, Cement, etc., so that the landlord might not find it 

difficult to get the materials. Then* niay be zonal or regional boards, if 

necessary one lor the riparian mnnicijialitie.s of Cairnflu, two for Calcutta 
and others for the munieiiialities in diff<*rent parts of Bengal if t ioverninent 
like.s to extend the operation cd thi" Act to other jiarts of B(*ngal. In 

fixing the standard rent another aspect ^of tlic matter may be taken into 
consideration. As 1 state<l before the building of bouses is also a kind of 
business, if you may call it and the investors certainly want a limited amount 
of return from such houses. In the Central Legislature even after the 

E. P. Tax a rebate of t; per cent, on the capital outlay has been allowed. 
Now, if the business }»eoi>le can have a b ]»er cent.^ rebate certainly the 
house-owners considering the depreciation and other thing.s may also claim 
rebate on the total valw of the buildings. Even if the building is not a new 
one the rebate should not fall below o per cent, because after all the buildings 
must be maintained in a habitable condition as i.s envisaged in this Bill or 
as is desirable. ^ would reciuesf the Hon’ble Minister, if be chooses 
fo operate this Bill in the interests of the tenants and also 
intends to give a fair deal to the landlords, to have a middle^ 
class house building s(»ciety sponsored by (jovernment and through ^ 
that society or tli rough some .such .small 90cietie.s which may come forward 
to the Government for the building of houses,^^ controlled materials may be 
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alloweS to these individuals willing to build houses and the standard rent 
for such buildings may be fixed beforehand so that actually buildings may 
be built up in larger numbers in Calcutta for the tenants and for the 

amelioration of the conditions of those who are even now in this Pakistanis^, 
tion scheme being uprooted from one part to another and cannot fin,| 

accommodation. Now, Sir, we are fully in favour of the salutary provisions 
for penalising those who are asking tor salami or some other forms of 
exorbitant charges, but, at the safhie time, Sir, we should ask for th*‘ 

protection of the (Tovernment against tiiis Bill being used against the 

interests of any landlord tor the purpose of harassing them. With this end 
in view, Sir, we wanted some reasonable amendments to be incorporated in 
the Bill, one of them being tJiat all repairs are to be undertaken by tenant', 
when such damages are caused by the tenants themselves and that the sain, 
sort of enquiry should be instituted in this behalf as is to be prescribed in 
this Bill or in the Rules to be made thereunder hereafter, about the damagi ^ 
to be repaired by the house-owner when sucli a place will be reported to tin 
Controller by a tenant as damaged and should be repaired at once. In siu h 
cases, Sir, these should liave. been reciprocated by Government but even thi' 
reasonable thing was thrown out on the plea that the house-owner can hav.* 
his remedy by going to court. Why should you bring in the court when it 
concerns the landlord and when it is a question concerning a tenant you 
bring in the ('ontroller so that the house-owner cannot have access to th.' 
couri? You should give a tair deal to eveiybody. 

Now, about the amendments which have been moved and even passe.i 
it is useless now to carry on much discussion on those )>oints, and the only 
thing, that we, at the time of opposing the Bill at this stage, may state 
would be that when the (ontrollers are ajipointed in Calcutta, as there will 
be several of them, 1 beli(*ve, tlu*y should be appointed with ]iarticulai 
reference to the communities who will at least look after the different zones 
in (^ilcufta, as for instance, there should be a Muslim Controller for tin' 
areas where the Muslims are in a majority in Calcutta, e.g., Park Circu'., 
Entally and other areas, and a Hindu ( ontroller for the soutliern areas sa\ 
Bhowanipore, Bally gunge, Alipore and this side. ()tht‘rwise the hardship-, 
will only be more and more. (The llon’ble Mr. Fa/iuh H\iim\n; Why!" 
Toil wdll find it when the o])erutions under this Act will begin. Therefoi. 
my advice to you would be to appoint, immediately with the apjioinlmeul 
of the ( ontroller, a non-official Rent Advisory Board — if necessary evm 
zonal Boards — to advi.se the (’ontroller in respect not onlv to tlie fixation "t 
rents.4nit for the jiiirpose ot giving sanetion to t'jeetments and for the jiurpo'.u 
of inspeetion ot rejiairs, damages ami other things. 

With this reiiuest to the Hon’hh* Min.'.iter, Sir, I oppose the third read- 
ing ql the Bill although we know that our o])po<ition will he of no use ami 
it will he passed in this House. 

Mfi NUR AHMED S * Sir, I rise to supjmrt the motion moved hy the 
Hon hie Minister for (lie passing^ of this Bill. Sir. questions have been i 
raised in tlie House more than once about the principle underlying this bill. ; 
Mr. Biren Hoy, wlui liad just now sat down, charged us that the bill has 
been altogether altered in this House, that the changes made hy' the Select 
Committee have been undone in this Hou.m* and the result will he that it will 
harshly operate againl^t the landlords. Sir, it is an emergency measure 
W’hioh is going to be niade the law of the land to cope with a situation created 
by the world war No. 2 and I support this emergency’ measure and it 
going to be enacted to meet an emergent circumstance wdiich has resulted 
from the great war which hns^just endeil. During the war it is an admitted 
fact that there was an intense atmosphere of inordinate gain with very few 
|)ionourable exceptions, and all who could afford were bent on making money 
at any cost. Sir. thus it resulted in inordinate and abnormal rise in bousi' 
rent in most of the great cities; there were other causes too, namely, the 
influx of a IftrUTA llllniVlAr of rkAVdAnnal anri rtf 





uaiuLuha KEWT bill. 


52S 


many buiWi^s, , for military war purpose which caused this lack otaccom- 
iiionation. This led to the landlords ehargring abnormal rents froni their 
^nanta and these circumstances led to the emergency measures like Bengal 
House Bent Control Order and the Calcutta House Bent Control Order 
Though the war has now ended yet the circumstances still remain. Sneakl 
ing from my own espenence of Chittagong I may say that some houses 
in Chittagong which fetched a rent of Bs.SO only have now been 
et out at the abnormal figure of Bs. 350 and sometimes at a much 
higher rate the eftect oi this we can easily imagine on the trade and 
commerce and also upon the poor tenants and specially upon middleclass 
])eople with limited incomes who had had to find aceomniodatioii at the great 
cities Accordingly an Ordnmnce was promulgated ami it lias eliccked at 
least to some extent the inordinate up-grade tendency of the rents to rise 
The (lovernment propose to make this eniergenev legislation .so that it may 
he continued un to such a tune as it may he con^ideied to he normal Tlio 
Bill was introduced and was referred to Select (ommitiec. The rulea 
prevented me from di.sclosmg anything that hapjiened there. It has said 
a known fact while there wa> this great panic taking jdace in {'alcutta as a 
result of the IGth August great killing in ( aleiitta most memhers from tlie 
inotussil could not attend the meetings o{ the Select ('ommitliH* rt‘gularly 
ami also when the final report of the committee was presimted and decided 
iilion. As 1 have stated in my Xote ot Dis.sent the Bill ha.s been altogetiier 
changed and altered in such a wa\ that no useful pui'pose would he .served 
it the Bill was enacted in the form in which it ajipeared from the Select 
( ommittee. It will not he nece.s.^ary to pass thi.s emi*rgt*ncv l(‘gislation or 
to keep it up when the eii cum, stances change. In my Minute of Di.s.seiit I 
pointed out the detects of the Bill. 1 am glad that thosf* provision.s have 
heen removed in this House, (hie of the fumlamental principles of the Bill 
is the easy procedure ot getting a remedy Ixdli for the landlord and the 
tenant and that is emhodied in clau.ses Id ami 14 of the Bill. As I have stated 
in my Note ot Dissent these are the most vital clauses in tin* Bill and it is 
those clauses that wvit* omitted in the Sele(*t ( funmittf^f*. ( lanse Id provides 
tl.at in a suit for eviction (Ik* court will give a j)relinnnar\ hearing to the 
Iiarties and after pieliminary hearing if the the court finds that there is a 
good ease to proceed then other evidenees will be taken by the eouit. Tins 
juocedure is contaim^d in claust* Id ot tin* Bill. Now, suppost* tenant pays 
a lent ot Ks.') or Us. 10 ]»er month and his landlonl wants him to be evicted 
an\ how. The poor tt*nant will have to detend that suit, be will have to 


engage a jileader and in the preliminarx case there may he d or 4 h(airing8 
hy the learned pleaders ot hoth sides. In that case a man paving a rent 
of Us..) or Us.IO w'il! have to incur . a very lo'avy litigation expense*. I 
"ouhr appeal to the honourahle memhers of the House to considf*r how' murb 
he \yill have to spend lor defending his riglif uiid lhat aftei' pr(*liminary 
liearing if ])eruiis.sion is given then he will have to fight the remaining por- 
tion ot the ea.se ami incur further exi>enditure. Then, Sir, if he loses the 
case lie is .saddled with the cost ot the case and he has to pay court fee and 
<dher expenses. This would liave the VftVct of leaving liim without a 
lemedy in most cases. If he finds that he is unjustly treated ami evicted 
ti'om his <)wn accominodafion he lias no remedy. Taking into consideration 
all these things the jirovision has been changed here, otherwise the landlord 
could Lave got a decree c.r-/mr^ easily ami evict his tenant next day. 

I mler the existing provision it is laid down that the landlord woulil ajiply 
to the Controller lor ])revious pennissirin ami the Controller would consider 
tf there is a good ground for eviction; if so, he will give permission to go to 
the court. As regards qualification ot the Controller if we take that into 
consideration we find that the Controller will be a barrister or advficate of 
the Calcutta HigR Court of 1(» > ears’ standing. He will not be a raw' man, 
he will be a very experienced man ami the landlord will get the benefit ^ 
his mature judgment. After hearing both parties if he finds that tliere ® 
a case lie will give permission. In that case the laidlord will be saved o# 
good deal of expenditure and he will get his remedy. I fail to understand 
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why tl^e is so much objection for changing? that procedure. For the 
benefit of the landlord there is a clause added to this Bill by which the 
Controller will take not more than three months to decide a petition. This 
time-limit has been laid down in this Bill for the benefit of both landlord and 
tenant. So with regard to the complaint that the Controller takes much 
time in deciding a petition and the landlord has to go to court or send his 
gomostas many times for this purpose will not arise. Then there is another 
safeguard for him in that he can g4 to the court and get the tenant evicted 
on certain conditions. This Bill has been altered in this House in such 
manner that it gives ample facilities to the landlords to get justice. Mr. Roy 
has said that only 10 per cent, increase has been allowed. Sir, generally 
speaking 10 per cent, increase is not a very small percentage and more so 
when most of the buildings have been erected before the war and there will 
be no additional cost to be incurred by the landlords. In these days of 
cheap money when in the market you get only U per cent, as interest 10 
per cent, profit is not a matter of joke. 1 tfiink Government is justified 
from that jmint of view. Another honourable member opjiosite has said that 
this Bill ought not to have been passed in this House. With great respect 
to my imtionalist friends, I must say that t]ie> are found following two 
principles, in dift'erent places and circumstances. This is a great charge 
against memb(*rs ot a great organisation. I have' the highest respect for 
that great organisation but 1 sorr\ to say that some ot the memliers b> 
their own cmiduct bring discredit to tliat organisation. Similar Bills hav«‘ 
been passed in other Congress ])rovinces. When sucii a Bill js pass(*d b\ 
any Congiess provinc(‘ it is widcome and beneficial and when it is passed in 
a jirovince where tin* f'ongress is not in power it is nihbisli and r<>aetionarv. 
In some of thosa Acts even sub-letting has been r(‘cognised out in this Act 
in ver\ exceptional circumstances, sub-letting has been recognised. In the 
Rent Control Bill just jiassed by the Central Government, sult-letting ii}) to 
the date (d the jiassing ot the Bill has been allowed in all (‘ircumstances. 
So there is no ground t«» condemn this liill by my learned friends on tlie 
opposite. So 1 ask my friends to camsider this Bill from one ])oint, from 
one prineijile, namely whether or not it will benefit lhr)se tor wliom it is 
intended, at a tinu', when every landlord, though I must nuv that there are 
a good many excejitions or rather im^st of them are vmy eag(*i‘ to enhance 
the rutt‘ of rent. So umler the eireumstanees there is good justification 
for the passing (d' this Bill which is a salutary measuic. I must congratulate 
the Hon’hle Minister for making the neet'ssary change in the Bill in this 
House so that this Bill may prove really ])enefieial to those for whom it is 
intended. 

With these few words I support the motion. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, 1 rise to oppo.se the passing of this 
Bill. Sir, this Bill was placed by the Governinenl and it as as gone through 
by a Select Committee. But, Sir, 1 am surprised, as I menti(me<l the other 
(lay also, that the Govenuueiit change their min«l from time to time and I 
do not know what is in their minds 'still and Avhether they aa ijl come forward 
with new amendments or not. Sir, in the Select Committee there Avere also 
the members of the Government Avho Avere in a majority. Tim Hon’ble the 
Lt»ader of the House as well as the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
were in the Select Committee and the (lovernment had an absolute majority 
there and they conducted the passage of this Bill in the Select Committee 
as it was reported on by them, (Mr. OHYAsroniN Pathax: And did not 
tlie minority attend At that tme, Sir. clause after clause was discussed 
and the Government agreed to the changes ])roposed in flie Select Committee 
and the Bill was drafted and printed accordingly. That was placed before 
the Select Coinmttee and it wus adopted mostly unanimously. At the time 

the .sitting of the Select Committee practically unanimity was there. 
Jiy friend' Hon'ble Mr. Nur Ahmed Avas there at the beginning but I am 
aorrj’ he did not attend the last few meetings but still in the beginning he 
was also very helpful and he accepted the principle of changing Sie various 
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clauses as suggested in the Select Committee but curiously enougiihe bim- 
self 'rery strongly opposed those changes made in the Select Committee now 
on the floor of this House. Sir. we opposed the introduction of the amend- 
ments placed before the House and we oppose the passing of the Bill now, 
not for that pu^ose as has been told by members opposite that we represent 
the landlords side, which is never so. We want that some control or such 
reduction of rent should continue. People should get amelioration in 
getting their houses, in getting more accommodation but not the kind of 
control suggested in the Bill. Sir, we do not want to disturb the whole 
condition of things. The disease may be spreading. We do not want to 
bring in more doctors to check the disease but we want to check the disease 
by preventing it. Prevention is better than cure. AVe implored the 
Government even in the Select Committee to try to help those willing to do 
so in building more houses, more accommodation in the city. They did 
not hear it; they did not mind it; they did not care to encourage building 
of more houses so that the congestion in the city might be nunoved. 
Secondly, Sir, we also sugg(‘sted that care should be taken that the suburbs 
of ('alcutta might be encouraged to build more houses and that transport 
facilities and other amenities imiy grow ^p but that too tbe (jovernment 
has never tried, oi Ini', never .suggested, during the course ot tin* <lebato on 
this Bill. Tlieir only intention stMuns to be to keep a clu'ck on the increa.se 
of rents; but the process that Inis been suggested in this Bill is reall> a very 
troublesome ])rocess, both to the landlords ami to tin* t<‘iia!its. Sir, the 
pi’ocess that 1ms been suggested in tin* various (dauses of this Bill is rt'ully 
going to cause great liaidslii]» to all tbe ])arties concerned. Mr. Niir Ahmed 
1ms just pointed out that this Bill \\ill gi\e reliet to tbe tenants and virtually 
tbe tenant*, will not be allowed to sublet e\ee]>t in a vt‘rv lew cases. 
Probably lie has not marked that in all eases siib-b'tting has been allowed 
in the Pill as amended on the floor of tbe IIous(‘. The next point is that 
as I liave '.aid the other <lay the «‘s(ablis}inient of a Bent Controller’.s ('out| 
has been iuvIkmI tbiougb in llii> Ifon.se by an amendment. What wal 
suggested in tin* Select Committee was that there should not be a dual 
])rocedure, that a ])arty should not have to pass lliroiigb dual coiirt.s, one 
i.s tbe Bent Controller's otfi(‘e and another tbe civil court. Mr. Nur Alhc'iif 
said that cxpcns(‘ at the civil court woubl lx* enormous and iliat 
at the Bent Contndler'*. tdicap. But I ^wmld advise him to go one 
day to tbe Bent Controllei s court ami find for him.selt (lie great I'ongestion 
of (*ases. It Is much moie troubb*sonH‘ going throngli tin* Bent Court than 
through tlie civil court. It takes a lot of tune for the rent court to di'cide the 
issue, so that both the tenant and the landlord get disgu.sted ami no relief 
is obtained either by tlie landlord or by the tenant. The next pdint that I 
would like to draw tbe attention of tbe Hon'ble Minister is that he should 
make some provision to provide the (iovernnieiit servants with their own 
quarters. If it is done, then a g’leat amount fd congestion will be removed 
and other people will get more accommodation in the city. A largo 
percentage of houses has been occupie 4 l by (lovernment .servant.s who have 
been newly recruited. During the war 'many people from the villages had 
to come to Calcutta who had g(d jobs in tbe Calcutta offices. If tbe Govern- 
ment would care to provide their own employees with (juarters certainly that 
congestion would very greatly decrease and then the question of rent control 
also would decrea.se a Tot. With the.se word.s I oppose the pas.sing of the 
Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. IWlent, Sir, I would describe 
this Bill in one word, namely, that this Bill is a fascist measure. 'We tried 
our best to democratise the Bill, but we failed. AVe did democratise it in 
the select cominittee to sfmie extent but when it came here it was changed 
and altered beyond recognition, by amendments brought forward by one of 
the members of the select committee, and that by Mr. Clarke. If the provi- 
sions of the Bill be examined it will be seen that the will of the Bent 
Controller is law. AVhatever he wills with regard to the relationship of the 
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Jandlord^witli the tenant, that becomes the law. He has been given 
extraordinary powers, powers which should not be given to one siflgle 
person. Even then, he has been made to lord it over the civil court. We 
tried in some measure to democratise it by giving some powers at least to 
the civil court, but even there the majority came in and we were outvoted 
by the opinion of the House. The Rent Controller has been put in the 
position to do whatever he pleases. He may even oppose the institution of 
suits, and he may even stand in yie way of the execution of a particular 
decree; that is, in a nutshell, whatever he says and does by way of establish- 
ing a relationship between the landlord and the tenant will become law. 
That is why I say in one word that the Bill is a fascist measure ; all our 
attempts to democratise it have failed altogether and the will of the 
controller is law. 1 had no mind to take part in the third reading except 
for one point which I am asking of the Ilon’ble Mr. Fazliir Rahman and I 
hope he will give an answer to my point in his reply. It is this that the 
Calcutta Rent Ordinance Bill, 1947, has been enacted into law and it has 
received the assent of the Governor General so that the relationship between 
the landlords and tenants in respect of property in Calcutta is settled for six 
months. Alter this the Government of Bengal has considered this Bill and 
is just going to ]>ass it into law. When we pointed out this anomaly at the 
time when the Ordinances Bill came up for consideration the Ilon’ble Chief 
Minister stated that a clause would be put in by which the Calcutta Rent 
Enactment will be repeale<l. Now, Sir, in thi.> Bill we do not find any such 
clause added by the Hon'hle Minister in charge of the Bill. So this Bill is 
neilher an altering Bill nor an amending Bill nor a repealing one. This 
being so, an amemlment to this effect cannot be added by the Assembly. 
The Rent Ordinances Act, 1947, having been j>jissed by the Assembly and 
having received the assent of the Governor General, I .say that this Bill is 
an illegal one and it cannot be rendered oj>erative. With these words 1 
oppose the Bill, 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, thi.s is a measure which 
18 intended to i)rotect the tenants against arbitrarv enhancement of rent 
by uncsrupulous landlords. But at the same time it is ensured to be fair 
tO‘ihe laml lords, AVith regard to the suggestion of my triend Mr. Roy that 
an advisory committee should be appointed, I have never given thought to 
this idea, I shall consider it and tlu*n 1 shall be in a ])osition to say whether 
I shall be able to accept his suggestion or not. But I assure him this much 
that I shall consider his suggestion. 

I do not find that there has been any valid objection in this House to 
the ]>ussage of this Bill or to any provision of it. Some of the objections 
were advanced really in the undue interest of the landlords. AA’ith regard 
to the cjuestion raised hy Mr. Nahar that Government want to have a measure 
like this in order to inconvenience the landlords and that they do not like 
to solve the housing jirohlem, I may say that Government is contemplating 
a scheme for the establishment ot a .sateiite town in the suburb of (alcutta 
for tin* relief of eongestioii. (ioveniment has established a Housing Board 
which will acquire lands and will build houses for the labourers and middle- 
class men of moderate means. These are the preliminary measures that 
have already been taken and I think these should satisfy the members of 
the Opposition if their genuine desire is to see that the housing problem is 
tackled by Government satisfactorily. AA’ith tbe.se words, I commend my 
motion for the acceptance of the Hou.se at the same time I should say that 
both in the Select Committee and in this House we acknowledge with 
gratitude the assistance that has been rendere^l by all sections of the House 
specially by the members of the Opposition, They were of great help. We 
may assure them that their suggestions will be duly con.sidered at the time. 
oi the operation of the Act. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The ouestion before the House is 
that the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946, as settled m Council be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Tlw Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1M7. 

-- Mr. PRESIDENT! We shall now take up the Bengal rrotection and 
Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1!I4T. The Hon'hle Minister. 

The Hon'hle Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Sir. I beg- to move that the 
Bengal Protection anil ('onservation of Fislic'; Bill, 1947, lie taken into 
c(in>iileratiou aiul passed. 

Sir, in moving for consideration ot the Bill, I brief! v state the aims and 
objects of the Bill. In the Statement ot Objects and Beasons appended to 
the Bill I have mentioned about the urgenc\ of a measure to promote the 
increase and conservation ot fish. It is common exjierience that the rivers, 
heels and other water areas of the ]»rovince arc heing denuded of fish and 
we are now faced with a situation in which this land of tanks and rivers is 
suffering from an almost chronic scarcity ot fi.sh. Many factors liave contri- 
buted to the present state of things. Water areas have dried up in many 
parts, water hyacinth has also played its part. But tin* most important 
contributory factor i.s the indisciiminate catching ot fisli and the over- 
hshing which procee<l.^ throughout tin* year. (Mher important factors are 
the use of nets, fixed engines and otliei contrihances hy \\hicli all fish is 
riestroyed irrespeidive of their sizes and the flee movement of fish during 
the spawning season is hindered. The Fi.sheries Act ol 18!)7 gave ]>ower,s to 
(fovernment to regulate sizes ot nets and use of fixed engiin‘s hy rules, but 
t)ie>e rules could not be apidied to private waters witlnmt the consent of 
their owners. In Bengal most waters including rviers are private wafl&rri 
as defined in the Act with the result that it has not been jiossible to make 
any rule to apjily to them. 

The jiresent Bill aims at the n*gulation of catching of fish in all waters 
except jirivate waters, hut private waters have been so defined as to exclude 
rivers and other large lieel areas. It is also jiropoM‘d to jirescrilie oto^e 
season for fi.shes during which fishing would lie proliihilml in such art»ii|. 
particularly where fishes lueed. As in the .Act of 1897 it is also proposed 
to regulate the sizes and meshes ot nets and the use of fixed engines. It 
will lie noticed that the Bill proposes to give poweis to (lovernment 
regulate all matters in ext'rci.st* ot their lule-making jiower. This is witii 
a view to retain necessary flexibility in the afiplication of (he Act so that 
de])eiiding on local circumstances the size and meshes of tlie nets can lx? 
controlled and fishing ma\ be permitted in areas where tislies do not breed 
or where for some other reasons it would lie unnecessary to apply iho 
restrictions. Further the lite histories ot all the fishes are not known and 
it is impossible to prescribi* immediately dost* seasons for all kinds of 
fishes, such seasons varying tor dittereiit species ot fisli. In tact the present 
Bill is modelled on a draft Bill yvhich has been drawn up by the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Besearch and circulated to the provinces tor 
adoption. 

It may be asked if all fishing is pi^ihiluted during certain month.s ot the 
year how wall fisliermen make their living. In tin* first ]>lace, us already 
stated, it may not be necessary to prohibit all fishing throughout the 
province in all waters irrespective of their location. For example, during 
the rains in tanks fi.>hing for carp may Ik* permitted as carp does not br^d 
in tanks. There are varietie.'. ot fi.sbes which are generally caught during 
the spawning .season, e.g., Ililsii, eti. Those fishes must, of necessity, l>€ 
exceptod from the prohibited list. Besides no close season need be pres- 
cribed for sea and fore>hore fisheries. Fisliennen will earn their living hy 
fi.shing in those areas and cati liiiig lho.se excepted fishes. It is believ4*d 
there will be a* greater incentive to pisiculture in tanks and other closed 
Waters with the introduction of close seasons because people wu'll rear fish 
in tliose places increasingly with the intention of selling fish during close 
seasons. The whole ^^atioii is now' suffering for want of fish and it is the 
concern of the nation to take necessary steps for promoting the growth and 
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conservation of fish. Certainly some temporary inconvenience will be cauSfd 
to a section of the people but in the general interest of the nation as a wh^e 
that should be overlooked. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion m<»ved that the Bengal Protection and 
Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv the 30th June, 
1947. 

Sir, we have heard the .statement that has been iiiade by the Member 
in charge of the Bill and in the Statement of Objects and Reasons the urgency 
of the measure has been pointed out. At lea.st, Sir, a picture has been given 
which apparently seejiis very rosy. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
.we read — let me read portion of it — * * * ‘’Fish is not only becoming 

dearer day by day, hut it is becoming soarcer in many parts of Bengal which 
used to aWind in fishes. The pinch is being felt most by the rural popula- 
tion which depend for their .su]>ply ot fish on their catclies in the natural 
waters of their iieighlKmrh(H>d. For the rice-e^tting Bengali.s, fish is a main 
itl‘m of diet”, etc. Nnw, Sir, one going through the provisions of the Bill 
wjU be struck hy the tact that the pur|H)se ot tiie Bill will W defeated by 
itii own pr(>visHms. 'fhe Bill, on )ny reading ol the clau''es, is merely in 
the nature of imj)osing restriction^ ufKui the fishermen, and ultimately, as 
1 apprehend. Sir. it will prove to he a Bill for exploitation and oven m some 
cases extinction of fishermen. Sir, puwei ha^; been taken hy the (lovern- 
ment to (‘xtend it.s rights t(» juirt'' ot vatciy aicas where thi*re was ])iivate 
owner.ship. In the definition of “pn\ate watei” it lia^ been stated that 
private water does not include 4iny river, C4iual, khal. Ix^el or any piece of 
water which ordinarily had direct communicaiion with any river, canal, 
khal or heed. That, Sir, is a great encroachment 1 should sa\ upon the 
^sights of private ownership and even upon the light of fishermen to have 
that customary right of catching fish in heels, khaU and canals. All this 
is sought to he hixuight in within the clutches and meshes of tliis Bill and 
in one of its provisions it has been stated that fishing will he jirohibited 
except under a license and this w ill be regulated also in the granting of such 
license-M. tin' lees jiayahle tlierefor and the conditions to he inserted tln'iein. 
These fishermen have for ages I should say been catching fish in heels and 
canals and in other waterways connected with the river without any license 
and paying any sort ot tax, but here rt'str.ctions are going to he put on them 
and none of them will be able to enter an\ beel, canal or khal or any w^ater- 
ways whether large (juuntities of fish rear and whicli is connected with any 
river. This is a great encroachment J .should say on the rights of the fisher- 
men and tlven, again, it would appear from clause 3 that prohibition has 
been imposed ujioii tlie kind of nets to be used by fishermen, that they must 
conform to certain standards in the mutter of fishing hy nets and if tbey do 
not then they bring themselves under the penal clause of the Bill, under 
which they will have to pay a fine up to Rs.lIM) as for example, for fishing 
with nets with a smaller mesh than that prescribed under the rules made 
under this Act. It is a dangerous thing, Sir, and it wdll be very difficult 
for the fishermen to comply with this in.struction. Standard net prescribed 
under rules made by (iovernment may not be observed or even if observed, 
the persons who are empowerec\^to enforce the provi^ions of the Bill in this 
regard may say that such net^ do not observe the rules laid down with 
regard to the nets, and the fishermen w'ill be at once penalised, and they will 
be dragged to the court of law and punished. It is quite a dangerous provi- 
ftion, I should say, "Phen, Sir. 4he question or provision regarding fishing 
without a licence; this also is a daagerous clause. And the penalty for this 
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has •been laid down at Rs.l50. Suppose a fisherman with a dojien of half 
a dozen sons takes out a licence, and the old man stavs at home whue his 
glfcs go out fishing and fish in waters whcih are called public according 
to the definition in the Bill. What will be the fate of these men? The 
licence is not in their names; the father staying af home will not be affected 
and the sons will be visited with a fine of Us. 100 for the simple reason that 
the licence stands in the name of their father and it is the sons trim have 
caught the fishes. There is another provision also* which is etiually 
dangerous, namely, killing, or catchnig fish of a size or weight less than 
the standard weight prescribed under thU Bill. While fishing in the natural 
waters of the province, Sir, various kinds ot ti.sli come out in the net and 
the fishermen take them away without judging their size, etc. Some may 
be small, some bigger and some may conform to the size prescribed, one 
cannot fish in a heel or khal in such a way that there will he a uniform size 
of fish, there is bound to be of various sizes of fish, but the penalty of fishing 
such sizes is Us. 100: this is dangerous. 1 think these are matters on which 
opinion of the public should he taken. Fishermen as a class are very pdfir 
belonging to the scheduled castes and tlieir only source of living is fishing 
by net or by some other contrivance in certain months of the year. Now 
fishes w'ill grow no doubt in time but how will they live in the meantime.* 
This problem has not been tackled in the Bill. I do not find any provision 
in the Bill itself relating to the growth of fishes. Fishes in the heel, canal 
or other waterways pass away into the river even if tliey are not caught as 
there is no means of jirotecting them. These canals, heels and waters are 
connected with river and the fishes do not remain there even if they are not 
caught. What steps will be adopted by (iovernmeiit to prevent sueh drwii’ 
ing away of the fishes to river from sueh beels, khals. Before a penalty 
provi.sioil like this is introduced, tlicre (Uight to he a provision tor tho 
construction of a dam for the preservation of fishes to grow and then we 
will understand that some attempt has been made by the Government for 
preservation of such fishes. But th(*r<* i.s only the provision that you can* 
not catch fish of certain sizes in tin* b(‘els, canahs and other waterways 
connected with the river. This sho\\s that thert* is only ])rovision to prohibit 
fishermen to catch fish and thus put a bar to the supply oi fish in the market. 
It is said that in Bengal fish is one of the essential food of the people but 
no provision has been made for the supply of plenty of fish. There is '^9' 
provision within tlie Bill for tlu* protection of fish and for th(‘ conservation 
of fish in the canals and beels. The.se fishes will go out to the river and 
the fishermen will be starved if they fail to catch fish or cannot get 
proper size of fish. Then, Sir, this Bill will be a source of terror to the 
poor fishermen. A large number of officers will be appointed, they wUl 
he called fisiicis oflicei.N: tlicrc will also he officers of the rank of Sub- 
Inspector (d Police who ^^)ll la* inve-,tc<l witli all .sorts ot power to terrorise 
the poor fishermen. Tlie.se officers liave been given extraordinary power 
under this Act. So that there will be ample scope for bribe giving and 
bribe taking and bribe giving will be one of the ways for the fishermen to 
get out of the difficulty. The Bill will lie a .source ot corruption of all sorts. 
Under section 8 of this Bill power hus*been given to compound such offences. 
When they commit ap offence punistiaWe under this Act they may escape 
prosecution by making certain arrangements with the fishery officer. The 
fishery officer‘has been given power to compound that means a lot of money 
to be‘lost bv fishermen without the public beinff benefited. I say, Sir, the 
provisions of the Bill are so coercive instead of being a protection for the 
conservation of fishes, it will be merely, I should say, exploitation and will 
result in the ultimate extinction of fishermen in Bengal. Therefore I say 
opinion of the public should be taken and so I move that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpo^ of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1947. With 
these words, 1 move niy motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by^ the 30th J une, 1947 . 
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Hon'ble Mr, AHMED H088AIN: Sir,'l beg to oppose the motion. 
I must say the honourable member is labouring under a o^r^ib amount i>f 
misapprehension with regard to the Bill. The purpose of <Be Bill is 
to inconvenience the fishermen but to promote the growth of fish in Bengal. 
Some inconvenience may be done to the fisliermen but they are bound to be 
.ofected in some way or other. Now, even as there is nothing to catch in 
some season of the year and they remain idle. As I have said in mv 
introductory speech (jovernment will see that their inconvenience is 
minimised as far as possible. WitJi the growth of fish their condition is 
bound to be prosperous. 

Now, as regards meshes and nets, these are matters of rules. When 
the rules are framed they will be widely published for a period of at least 
6 weeks and people will be allowed to criticise the rules and on the light 
of those criticisms Government will correct or rectify the rules. 

About the definition of private w'aters, as 1 have already said Govern* 
mni of India passed one Fishery legislation in 1897 but that was of no 
avail to us because the definition of the private water was so wide that 
Government could not touch any water. 1 can -inform the honourable 
;nnembers that at the mouth of Padma there is one such bandh but Govern* 
ment lias no power to remove that. Therefore unless the Government get 
power they cannot promote the growth ot fi.sh and the migration of fii,h 
upward that region. Our intention is not to cause any inconvenience to 
any body. 1 think the private owners of tanks will also be benefited hv 
it and they will not stand in the way ot this Bill. This matter has been 
discussed thoroughly and it is a piece of legislation which is urgently 
required. The inuin source of supply ot fish is from estuarian areas and 
the other Miurce is inland water. We are making arrangements to get fish 
from estuarian ureas and also from inland waters. 1 Mould therefore request 
tlie honourable member to \yithdraM- the motion of circulation and j)ave the 
way of the Bill so that it might he juisseil as soon as possible. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS Order, order. 1 he (jiie^tion before the House i.> 
that the Bill be circulated for the iniriMise of eliciting opinion thereon bv 
the doth June, 1947. 

•^rlie question was put and lost. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DASS Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Mr. Ahmed Ilossain, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(d) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Burua, 

(5) Mrs. Labunyaprobha Dutt, 

(0) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(7) Mr. Patiram Hoy, 

(8) Mr. Bijoy Singh Naliur, 

(9) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(10) Mr. AVahiduzzanian, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1947, anil that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute u 
quorum shall be four. ^ 

Sir, I think the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill will at least accede 
to this proposition that the provisions of the Bill should ^ examined by 
a Select Committee. Now I do not see any reason whatsoever why the Bill 
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e-xamination o^tie 

provision of .flre Bill by a Select ( omiiiittee and for a report to l>e nuhniittAj^ 

‘ Chnimittee by the 30th June and that cannot be said to be a 

ve:^- ]oj4s time. The provisions of the Bill are. in mv opinion, harsh and 
may pro^« tyrannical on he fishermen. If the memhei's of the Sefect 
tommittee sit round a table and go through the pn, visions of tlie BiU I 
think some use 111 changes can he ina.le ti.erein which mav make the Bill 
acceptable to all o us. It has been seen, Sir.-at least it has been X 
experience. ,Sii that in the .Select t'oniniittec the members prove very 
reasonable unlike my nends opposite who do not go through and under^ 
.stand the pnivisions ot a Bill but as soon as the division bell rings and 
VO ing IS taken they stand up and vote without knowing what they aTe 

In the sJlVc t ‘"tf'nnents bill on deaf' ears. 

In the belect tommittee it is my exi.enence. Sir, that those members on 

the opposite side who are taken on the Select Committee imive very reason- 
able and there if we iiiake any suggestions which appear to the ftoveriiment 
s lie to be reasonable they are accepted and the changes are made easily "n^ 
he Select ( omniittee and thev are retained. AVith the.se objects in view 
1 have moved my motion tor refmence of this Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendiiient moved that the Bill be reterred to a 

^e]cct ( oiiiiiiittcc consistiiijr of — 

fl) The Ilon'ble Mr Ahmed Hossain, Minister in charge of the 
Deiiartnieiit of Agriculture, Finest and Fisheries, 

(‘J) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

( 3) Mr. Hamidul Iliiq ( howdluiry, 

(.4) Mr. Dhirciidra Lai Barua, 

(•*>) Mr>. Labanyaproblia DuU, 

Mr. ('. E. Claike, 


( I 

iS) 


I Mr. IVtir a m Hov, 


Mr. Bijoy Sin^di Xaliar, 

Mr. Hurida.s Muzumdar, 

(llh Mr. AVahiduzz aman, and 
( 11 ) the mover, 

•ith instruction.s to submit their report l»v the 3()th June, 11)47 and fhat 
le number of member.s vvho.se pre.sence .shall be necesHary to constitute a 
iiorum snail be four. 

u* M''- I’rpxi'lfnt, Sir, I rise to support the motion 

t^iore the Hou.se. In our view there are one or two points in this imsisur© 

ml require clarification. I refer in particular. Sir, to the power to make 

ules anti it seems to us that it is })o.ssiblc that the Rule.s mav be more 

nportant than the Act it.self. There is also the question, Sir, of private 
aters. Under section 2(4) U?) the deftnition is hy no means dear am! for 
ns reason and for several others. Sir, if is in our view the proper procedure 
> refer this measure to a Select Committee, 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I oppose the motion for 
ference of the Bill to a Select Committee and I do not like to make any 
>^ech in this connection hecau.se the reasons which 1 put forward on the 
evious motion will hold good in this case too. 

As regards the complaint regarding rushing this Bill through the House 
loay point out to the honourable members that I would like this control* 
come m the cbming spawning season, namely, in June, and that consti- 
tes the urgency. The situation liu.s degenerated to such an extent that 
e cannot afford to delay for one year; that is why we would like the control 
come m this season. Anyhow, I would not have any objection to a 
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Select Committee if the Bill could be passed ""this session. (Mr. Laut 
Chandea Das: Why not get out a report from the Sel^t Committee 
within ten days?;. Besides, there is no substantive provision in the 
Bill itself; all the power comes to us through the rule making-powers 
provided in the Bill. 

ilfi PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — ^ 

(1) The Hoii’hle Mr. Ahmed Hossain, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. Haniidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(4; Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(5) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, 

(6) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(7) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(8) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 

(9) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(10) Mr. Wahiduzzaman, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and a division taken with tlie following result; — 


Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Oat 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maltra 

Mr. Bejoy Singh Nahar 


Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr. 8yed Badrudduja 
Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hoaaain 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. 0. J. Cohen 
The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Qofran 
Khan Bahadur A. R. Bhahoodul Haque 


AYES— 11. 

Ral Bahadur Jegendra Nath Roy 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Bitwanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 

NOES— 18. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hoealn 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ail Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latif 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea 
Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddin Pathan 
Khan Bahadur Mukhletur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 
Dr. Kaiiruddin Talukdar 


Ayes being 11 and Noes 18 the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYEE-1S. 


Mr, Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Syed Badhiddula 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hoetaln 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syad Fazle RabM Ohewdhunr 

Mr. 0. J. Cohen 

The Non'Me Mr. Abdul Qofran 

Khan ithidur A. R. Bhahoodul Haque 


The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hoealn 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latin 

The Hen’Me Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea 

Khan Sahib Qhyaahuddin Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mukhletur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Raahid 

Dr. Kaairuddin Talukdar 

Khan Bahih Mauivi WahMuzzaman 
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NOE»-t. 


Mr. Ltitt ChaiMlra Das 

Mr. Satlih Chandra dana 

Rai Bahadur Brafandra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Bojoy Singh Nahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Roy 


Mr. Biron Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


Ayes being 18 and Noes 9 the motion was agreed to. 


Riot situation in Calcutta. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. May I draw your attention to one fact 
in this connection? It was promised in the earlier part of our business 
that the Home Minister oi the Finance Minister will turn up and w’ill make 
a statement on the riot situation. We are very anxious to hear how the 
hituation is in Calcutta now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ahmed Ilossain, 1 think wc better stop here 
iiirthei debate on your Bill. Ina.smuch as the Finance Minister is just now 
here let bear his statement on the riot situation. Jt there is time after 
that we shall proceed with the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: In res])()nse to the request Irom 
tiu* Opposition I take this opportunity of informing the House that in 
('alciitta about 11 incidents mostly confined to north, (‘ast and ctuitral parts 
ot the city have la'en leported during the night and up (o ninl-<la,\ . The 
police and the iiiilitar\ tiriMl about ’0 rounds m connection willi cases of 
arson, riot aiitl attack. Some arrests wen* also made on the sjxit duriliff 
the ]H*riod umiei review. Six }icrsons an* lejiorted to have been injured 
and I killed In Howiah. la^t night (h<‘re was sonic tension as a result of 
about 20 incidentN which occuried in tour thanus. These included 12 cases 
ot arson. Over lOt) rounds were bred by the military and the police. The 
military ar(* doimnating in one area and the police torce has herui reinforcml. 
Intensive searches an* being niadr* and dl pt‘rsr>ns have been arrested in 
iddition to tliose arrested \<*sterda\. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May we enquire wdiether it is the inten- ^ 
turn oi ( ioveinnieiit to extend the zone ot inibluiv occupation and whether 
the militai> will he put in all the areas when* disturhanees are taking place 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Thut is a matter which will he 
'xxumined. That is a matter which is being examined as a whole and I am 
sure that if there is any necessity for extending the area of operation of the 
military that will be done. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: W ill the HoiCble Minister please state 
the important areas where the military an* now operating, namely, the 
thanas in which they are operating? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: They are operating in the iollow- 
ing thanas, namely, Manicktollu. Beliaghata, including Circular Road, and 
c^Ttain area.s in Entally. I do not know wdietlicr the urea of operation has 
been further extended in addition to Howrah which, as has been announced. 

16 an area where the military are dominating, and extra police officers liav<* 
been deputed to Howrah. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Will the HoiCble Minister please take 
note of the fact that public opinion favours the <*xfension of the operations 
ot the military to othei areas, and if this note is taken and consirlered dul>, 

I think confidence among the i»opuiace may be restored. 

In the meantime, Sii, ma\ 1 refer to another matter? We are going 
to have the Easter Holidays verj' .soon, within the next three or four days, 
and if Government agree to stop the business of the House for three or four 
days prior to that, that is, from tomorrow, and if these days are tacked on 
59 
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to the Easter holidays, then we may get clear ten days within which we hope 
the combined operations of the military and the police may succeed in 
restoring order in the city. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, it is not for me to intervene in this matter; 
it is a matter which rests entirely with the House and the Government, but 
I may point out that when there is an emergency it is the duty of a 
Legislature to remain in session and not to avoid its responsibility. During 
the emergency in England the Rritish Parliament remained in session 
continuously and you should rather emulate that example of the Parliament 
not seek holidays now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, J deeply regret that the Chair has 
taken quite another view in this matter. There are several members in 
this House who are quite willing to go to the scene of the riots and blood- 
shed and appeal to the hooligans to give up this business. If we get a 
permit from Government we are quite reaclv and willing to visit the places 
of occurrence and appeal to tlie hooligans 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But why stop your duties here^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is not a question of stopping our 
duties here. We are passing through extraordinary times. In the course 
of the last eight months there have been three recrudescences of tliis 
abnormal thing, namely, the killing of human beings as it they are so many 
beasts. If the services of the legislature are really re(|uired by Government, 
the members are quite willing to go to the places of occurrence and stop this 
great killing 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W hat IS your pro])osal then*' 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My proposal is that li Government 
really want our services in this matter and give us time and peniiits then 
we are quite willing to go to tlie places ol the occurrences and appeal to the 
hooligans to stop this murder and bloodshed — tliat is what m> projiosal is. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We Ijave made a note of the 
request of the Opposition and it w'ill he placed heloie tlie Hon'hle (’hief 
Minister, 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: From today bus services h.ave stopjied 
and we desire that police protection he given to us before and after arrival 
here. Will the Hoirhie Finance Minister kindly see to this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Ever\ effort will be made to see 
that transport facilitie.s for the citizens of Calcutta are maintained because 
if there is any dislocatifui of tlie transport services there will he more panic 
uml tension. Therefore it is Government’s intention to help the transjmit 
.service going. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May we exjiect that buses will run as 
usual from tomorrow? 

Th® Hon'bls Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: But buses are mnning, I have 
seen them running my. self. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: But it is only in .some particular areas. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That may be. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 thipk a suggestion was made by some members 
that transport facilities should be provided by Government for their arrival 
and departure. Will that arrangement he made from tomorrow? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OAS: Why not from today? 
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Mr* ABDUL RA8HID! Ye«, arrangements will be made from this very 

lay. 

Mr. PRESIDENf: It is agreed that transport will be provided for 
nembers for coming to the House by Goveriiiiieut in view of the present 
situation. Will that arrangement be made from tomorrow-^ 

Tho Hon*bl6 Mra MOHAMMED ALIS It may lie made from today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. the arrangement has been made from 
oday. I think Mr. Ahmed Hossain we will take up the Bill tomorrow and 
top here today. Now, as regards tomorrow’s programme, in view of the 
)Ostal difficulty due to the present situation 1 propose to announce here the 
irogramme of business. The agenda will be circulated tomorrow btdore the 
neeting. Tomorrow's programme of business will lx* business remaining 
rom today and then the Public Demands Keeovery Hill ffir consideriition and 
aissing. 

The House stands adjourned till l-4o p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Tuesday the Ist April, 11)47. 



MEHBEB8 ABSENT. [SIst Maxch, 1947. 


«S6 


The following members were absent from the meeMng held on the 31s 
March, 1947;— 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Eashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mrs. Labanya Probha Datta, 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(5) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(7) Mr. Amulyadhont* Roy, 

(8) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(9) Mr. Kamini Kumar Datta, 

(10) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne, 

(11) Khan Baliadnr Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(12) Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur, 

(13) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(14) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(15) Mr, Lata fat Hossain, 

(10) Mr. Humuyun Z. A. Kahir, 

(17) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(18) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanohish, 

(19) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.E., 

(20) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(21) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(22) Mr. Sushil Chandra Sen. and 

(23) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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First Session, 1947— No. 28. 


j i r^ii ^ — 

The €orNciL met in tke I.e^?i^ative Chamber of the Lemslative 
Biiildinff, Calcutta, on the let April, 1947, at 1-45 p.m., bein^ the |8|iki 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section ()2(2) (a) of the. Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

^ Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singji Roy. k.o.i.e.)" waf ' 
in thn^.Chair. 


Conveyance for members. 

Mr.' LALIT CHANDRA DA8s On a matter of information, Sir. Yei-* 
terday -#4 were given to understand that cars would be sent to bring us to 
the Council. I waited upto 1-25 p.m. but as there was no ear T had Ho 
take a taxi and come here. Several members of my party have not yet 
(M)ino. If this is tlie sort of arrangement then I fear it will be diftioult* 
for Us to attend the Council at any time, even after the holidays. Sir, 
many ‘honourable members of my party have not come. What is to be 
(lone? 


Mrt PRESIDENT: Will the Leader of the House kindly inform thf^ 
House of the arrangements made? ’ ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINJ^ 

1 am informed that the cars were sent in time. But jirolmbly they could 
not reach in time to bring the members here. Evidently, tlie cars have 
heon held up somehow or other. 

Mf. BlilAY SINGH NAHAR: Is there any disturbance in the city? 

Kr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May be. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, oarB have heen sent witli two escorts. 

' Mr. PRESIDENT: How many have been sent? 

« Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yesterday one wms sent to Bhowanipur. 

PRESIDENT: What is your suggestion, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my suggestion is that the Hou«c 
be adjourned for half an hour so that the members of my party may 
jn the meantime. ^ 


irF 

\\ 

m. 


IIA PRESIDENT: You want the House to be adjourned for half an 
nourp That means, upto quarter past two. 

1 ' '• I*- 

LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 
lon*ble KhSn Bahadur 8AI YE D MUAZZAMUIIDIN H088AINI 

^ have no objection. 

accordingly stands. adjoumeB till ouaf- 


The uo 
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' f % ’ "Ik 

QUmiONa ANr;ilNmER8., 

^ * 

^llTi FflESiDENT. Questions, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No. 81. 

Mrii ABDUL RASHID (on ifthalf of tlw Hon’blo Mr. Monamnoa aii;: 

^ir, in the absence of the Hon^ble Minister I shall not be in a 
**P«Bttion to reply to supplementary questions, if there be any. So I i;eques1 
that this question be held over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. SI is held over. 


Draft amendment of Act l(B.C.) of 1876 and Act XII of 1880. 

82. Khan Bahadur CHYA8UDDIN PATHAN (on behalf of Ktiaf 

J ihadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque): Will the Hon’ble Minister in ehalge 
■the Judicial Department be pleased to state — • 

f‘ ^(a) whether it is a fact that some draft amendment of Act I (B.€.)^f 
^ 1876 (The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorced Regis- 

tration Act, 1876), and Act XII of 1880 (The Kazi’s Act, 1880), 
were submitted to the Government prepared by a sub-committee 
appointed under Government Order No. 136T.Regn., dated the 
20th September, 1939, and forwarded to the Government 
I.G.R. No. 96M., dated the 25th January, 1941; 

(b) if so, what action the Government propose to take and why no action 
was taken so long; 

(c) if the Government propose to introduce amending Bills for those 
Acts; 

(d) if so, when ; and 

(e) if not, why notP 

/ Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA, Parliamentary Secretanr (on 
behalf of the Minister-in-charge of the Judicial Department): {a) iTea m 
respect of Act I (B.C.) of 1876 (The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages a»d 
©ivoi'ces Registration Act, 1876). 

{()) The mutter is under consideration of Government and no final decision 
^ has yet been reached. Due to the last war emergency the matter was he|id 
in abeyance for the time being. 

, (c) No decision has yet been reached. 

(d) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das. < 

^ Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No. 83. 

The Hon-ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I request that this ques^ 
stands over as the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed is not here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is very unfortunate that the Ministers ha#e noi 
tumod up when they are expected to reply to the questions that opiporii 
th^ departments and that are on to-day’s agenda. They should have sen1 
intimation to the Chair beforehand that they would be unable to aften^i 
the House. ^ ^ 

Th. Hon'M Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; We are ven aoi^ Jor thi« 
am 1 shill Hiring the matter to the notice of tbe ^spectivq Minisiw; 

KlM#.h«iiir CHYA8UQDIN PATHAN: l| ifey attend the House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It is Ci l>ract^^ to thV Chafi^ llefoi«han<f 

in case of inability on the jpiirt of Minis^r Ifii attend Ihe sitfj^^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAt: I hope this queition will come up. again 
for reply next time, , 4 * f 

llr. PRESIDENT: It is held over to-day. 

Tho Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947«p 

Mfb PRESIDENT; Next comes the Bengal Protection and ConsetlS^ 
tion of Fishes Bill, 1947. 

Clause 1 stands part of the Bill. 

^ MK LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I at this stage say one thing, 
Sir? It is this: We can go on with this Bill todav under one cvindjtion 
nrilj', namely, that the House should be adjourned til) ihc 21st April aftar 
finishing the Bill today; otherwise we cannot get on with the l'‘gislati\*; 
work-in the way we have been put to live in Calcutta under the pre#edt 
rircuinstances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are prepared to go on with the J^ill today on3ly 
if the House is adjourned till the 2l8t April P 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS* Of course after the Bill is finishedl| 
today : that has already been agreed to. ^ 

HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Between whom? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. You will just hear. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: We do not know with whom 
tins arrangement or agreement has been reached, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 cannot agree to such a thin^^. 
No agreem<nt has been arrived at on the subject of adjournment after the 
Hill is finished. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS* Our point of view should be understood 
111 this way : We will not proceed with the business of the House todav or 
till the time when the condition of Calcutta returns to normalcy. 

our })ositi()ii. And today a sort of a compromise was suggested to us 
hv a member of the opposite side to the effect that wc l an have an adjourn- 
ineiit till the 2l8t April provided we finish this Bill toilay, and it is with ^ 
that end in view we were told in this House by the Minister in charge of 
the Bill to consider as to whi< h amendments he could accept without any 
contest, etc., etc. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Das, it is for you to settle the 
matter wdth the Government but my jwggestion is this that the business 
nf the House should not be conditional. If you think that the business 
before the House is important, then you should proceed with that business, 
and if Government also think similarly then they also should proceed with 
the business: if however they think that in the public interest the House 
should be adjourned and the opposition also agree with that now then the 
House should be adjourned, independently, of any condition as regards the 
transaction of the business of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: It is independent, Sir, in the sense that 
"e refuse to work under present conditions; and certain suggestions were 
thrown from the Government side with regard to this Bill tcnlay and for 
fhis purpose we were taken to your Chamber; what was suggested there 
’a as prdWWy beard by you, Sir, from the statement of the Hon’ble Mittw- 
t^r, to iwich I gave a^r^ply. When we met today the same suggestion 
Was made to us. We are nnwilling to go on with jpiie work under present 
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circumstaaces and we ware Haken^to tie Jton^ble Minister’a room whew 
certain a^fendmeits were |ero5e into and^ understood that certain 

anjendmentH of the opposition would be acceptecTand certain others would not 
be ac^iepted. But after coming to the House the Hon’ble Minister seems to 
have gone back u])on what was done in his own chamber, but w'e may ^d^ti- 
nitely repeat that under present circumstances we are not prepared to go 
on with the vvork till things return to 'the normal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I am sorry, Sir, but I have 
^ot gone back upon any assurance that I ever gave regarding the adjourn- 
ment of Ihe House. In fact that matter was never mentioned to me when 
we were discussing the amendments; therefore I cannot commit Govern- 
jnent to anything like this. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the position of Govern^ 
ment is this: Government are very anxious ihat the business of the House 
should be finislied. If the opposition can put forward any yensonable 
ground for getting the House adjourned when the Government have made 
arrangementH for their transaction and even when Government have made 
arrangements for their safe conduct to the legislative chamber in a truck 
under an armed escort to and from their places of residence, I do not think 
the opposition can have any reasonable objection to proceed with the 
business and ask for an adjournment of the House. We are however pre- 
pared to consider the views of the party leaders and if we think those 
views arc rcasoiiahh* we may agree, hut in our opinion those objections 
will not be reasonable as Goveniment have made every arrangement for 
bringing the honourable members here from their rcsjiective houses 'ijatlid 
also for seeing to their return thereto. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I think, Sir, that we should 
take our legislative business more seriously. If legislative chamber is 
reduced to the position of a school and holiday is asked for a rainy day 
it is a great pity. How can we ask for adjournment when all other 
Government omeers and Government offices are functioning and attending 
to their business H It is very unfortunate if legislativt* work is treated as 
less important tlian nUier work of Government. As a matter of fai't, we know 
that when tlic situation has become serious w'e should not adjourn the House 
and run away in a holiday mood. Secondly, Sir, when Government have 
undertaken to provide the members of the Legislature w'itli conveyance, 
there ought to ne uo disinclination on the jiart of the members to attend 
to the Legislative business. Then, Sir, it has been suggested that the 
House should be adjourned up to 21st April. It is quite probable that 
on the 21 st a fresh (lermiud for adjournment may he made by the members 
on the ground that the Constituent Assembly would be sitting and that the 
Hindu meinl)ers on the Opposition side would not be able to take part in the 
legislative business. V ntortunately, Sir, the other House yesterday decid- 
ed to adjourn the ilouse without considering this implication. So 
if the spirit is that w^e should not* work when all other Government work 
is done, I for myself would not agree to that suggestion. I think, Sir, 
that the business of jibe House is more serious than any other work and 
should not be taken so lightly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, yesterday I spoke very plainly with 
regard to this matter. I do not know whether Mr. Hamidul Hug Chow- 
dhtxry wnis present here yesterday. I told the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
very plainly yesterday that the siUiation in Calcutta is such that we can- 
not attend to the ordiuar>' business of the legislature when we have more 
urgent work outside. We are representatives of the people and we owe a 
duty to the people and in the present circumstances it is our duty as re- 
presentatives of the people to go to the places of disturbances, fUd as a 
matter of iact we have asked for permits for this from the Government 
wito a view to go wbyere the disturbances are taking place in order to try 
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id restore pjeace and order an3 w« received some sort of coiwent from the 
[nance Minister yesterday. But it seems fhat that is plainly forgotten 
day. We say that the sifuation in Calcutta is abnormal and us a matter 
fact heads are broken. ])e()i)le are murdered in broad day light, arson 
going on everywhere and we want that these things are not only to be 
opped here in Calcutta but that steps should he taken so that it innv not 
iread to any other ]>arts of the IVovince. We representjitives of the 
^ople want peace and order and we want the situation to be brought to 
)rmalcy. Tt is abnormal now and this view was taken by the members 
the Assembly yesterday and they have got a<*tually tlie adjournment 
the House for this till I8th A])ril. So no new argument is rei[uired for 
; and we want it to be distinctly understood that we lia\e our duty to 
ir constituency and we are running a gneat risk of danger and ou% 
nstituency re([uires our j^resenet' there to alla> any communal tension 
that we may bring about peace among the two communities. That is 
e task jiow before and it is mucli mon* important than attiuiding to 
e business of tlie liegislature like tlii> Tin* legi.slat i v<‘ business to wliich 
B are attending now is not so importaiU and it can very W(dl wait for 

or d weeks and the lieaven will not fall if this Bill is not passed today 

tomorrow. So if the Government is amenabli' to reason the\ will agree 
our projvosal : if not, the\ can by brute majorit\ <b» us th(‘y like and 
B also know what to do. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; May 1 know what has the Finance Minister got 

say with regaid to this matter? 

jhe H(m*bte Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Max ! Migge>t. Sir, that in- 
ead of discussing this mattei on the ticxu' of this Uousj*, it may be dis- 
issecl in your Chamber? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Then shall I adjemrn the House for another 10 

inutes so that you •c(»me over to my Chamber and discuss the matter in a 
Imer atmosphent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir, tliat is better. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Tlie House stand s adjourned loi H) miiintivs. 

(After adjouruviitit.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Ma\ 1 now hear the Hon’ble the f'inanee Minirt- 
r regarding adjournment of the House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sii. as .t demand has (-(une from 
e Leader of the Opposition that the\ fed that they cannot do any ordi- 
irv legislation in view of the abmuinal sit nation, ( lovernnient, though 
ey would have liked to (ontinm* the leLns.iim* work as they have a heavy 
’Ogramme, do not want that they should go on with the programme wdien 
ere is no member of the Opjiosition in tlie HcfUsc. Memb<‘rs of the Opim- 
tion have sjiid that they would even* w ithdraw from the Housi- if their 
‘mand of adjourning the Hou^e was not i-oneeded. Ooveriiment do not 
ant to create this unhappy situation Tlo'refore ineinhers of this side 
the House most reluctantK agre«* to the adionrnmeiit so that members 
’ this House may go to their respective aieas and constituencies for the 
irpose of promoting eommiinal harmonv. aunty and concord. \Vi* may 
lerefore adjourn the House till 21st April, 1947. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’blo Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Before the next hiisiness on 
le agenda is taken up to-day may I have your fH^rmiHsion to premuit 
I the House, under Buie 01(1 1 of the Bengal Legislative Council Proce- 
ire Buies, the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Laud Bill, in'! 7, as reported 
f the Select Committ^P 



M2 


FISH PROTECTION BILii. 


^IST Apeil, 


Mr. PRESIDENT! Did you give notice? 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: On a Point of Order, Sir. We have just 
now taken clause 1 of the Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes 
Bill, 1947. In the meantime the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman is bringing 
in another thing. We have already taken clause 1 of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the House Objects, he cannot do so. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN:^ I request that the House allow 
me to make the motion. I have got other work to do and if I am to wait 
to make my motion till the Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes 
Bill is taken u]» and finished it will be a long time and it will serve no 
good purpose it I waste time for nothing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In view of the request made by the Ilon’ble Minis-, 
ter and in view of the necessity for releasing Ilon'ble Ministers as quickly 
as possible to do their other important work I projiose to allow him to make 
his motion provided the House does not object to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, may 1 have your permis- 
sion to present to the House* under Rule (>1(1) of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules, the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, 
as reported by the Select Committee? 

Sir, with your permission 1 hep to give notice that I shall move on the 
21st of this month that the said Bill be taken into consideration and passed 
as settled in the Council. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So far as amendments are concerned 
we want the maximum period allowable under the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I w'ould suggest that the memhers put in their 
amendments hy d p.m. on the Hith. That will give lull 7 days’ time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we have not yet gol eojiies of the 
Bill as rejiorted on by the Select Committee. When will the copies he 
made available to us? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I believe they will be available by Monday provi- 
ded they are received from the ])ress at the s]»ecified time. 

Mr; BUOY SINGH NAHAR: In this riot situation. Sir, postal deli- 
very is in>t at all regular, (kir papers may he sent hy a peon, Sir, so that 
we can get them in time. If we rely on ])ostal delivery now-a-dayvS, the 
printed Bill may not at all reach us in time and even we may not get it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (hinn«»t a cycle ])eon he sent round to 
deliver our jiapers at our (hiloutta addresses? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th ere are ditticulties of sending the peons to the 
different luhlresses. The peons are afraid to go to all the areas risking 
their lives. When the situation improves we may send cycle jieons hut till 
that time we shall have to depend on the postal service. 

Th« Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947. 

Claitsc 1, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill, 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the ’Bill. 
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* Mrt LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in the proviso to 
sub-clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “below the ranlc of sub- 
inspector’* be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the proviso to sub- 
clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “below the rank of sub-inspector** 
Im* omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept the ainendmeiit, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the pro- 
viso to sub-clause {2} of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “below the rank of 
sub-inspector” be omitted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agi-eed to. 

hi use 3. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Clause 3 stand part of the Hill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, 1 beg to move that in paragraph {a) (u) of 
sub-clause (3) of clause d of the Bill, for (he words “and bunds” in line 2, 
the words and comma “bunds, embankments and otlier structures” be sub- 
stituted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in paragrajdi (a) (ii) of 
sub-clause (J) of clause 3 of the Bill, for the words “and bunds” in line 2, 
the words and comma “bunds, embankments and other structures” be sub- 
stituted. 

The Hon’blo Mr. AHMED H088AIN. I accept the umendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that paragraoh (a) 
( 1 /) of sub-clause (.j ) ot clause 3 of the Bill, for the words “and bunds’* in 
hue 2, the ^^ords and comma “bunds, embankments and other structures” 
be substituted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that in paragraph {a) (m) of sub- 
clause b'i) of the clause 3 of the Bill, after the word “size” in line 1, the 
words “and form” be inserted and after the word “nets” in line 1, the 
words “or other contrivances” be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment myved that in paragraph (a) (m) of 
sub-clause (.5, of clause ‘J[ of the Bill, after the word “size” in line 1, the 
words “and form” be inserted and after the word “nets” in line 1, the 
words “or other contrivances” be inserted. 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que.stion before the House is that in para- 
graph (a) {in) of sub-clause (J) of Clause 3 of the Bill, after the word “size” 
in fine 1, the words the words “and for” be inserted and after the word 
“nets” ill line 1, ‘^or other contrivances” be inserted. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With your permission, Sir, I would like to make 
a technical amendment, tiamely, that^for the words “any other apparatus”, 
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afi in my amendment, the words “any other conti\Tance“ be substituted, 
so that it will read thus : — ^ 

that in paragraphs (a) and (h) of sub-clause (6) of ^cliiuse 3 of the Bill, 
after the word “engine" wherever it occurs, the words “or any 
other contrivance" be added. 

This is done simply to keep uni|orinity with the phraseology of the 
amendment just previously accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in paragraph (a] and (b) 
of sub-clause (^) of clause 3 of the Bill, after the word “engine" wherever 
it occurs the words “or any other contrivance" be added. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, 1 accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in paragraphs 

(a) and (i») of sub-clause (5) of clause 3 of the Bill, after the word 
“engine" wherever it occurs the words “or any other contrivance" be added. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

(Clause 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part oi the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause o stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in sub-clause (2) 
of clause 5 of the Bill, for the word “two” occurring in line 3 and in line 
4, the word “one" be substituted and belore the word “imprisonment" in 
line 3 the word “simple" be inserted 

Sir, may I make a verbal alteration in the amendment to make it more 
clear? I will keep everything intact. Jt is this: 

That in sub-clause {]) of clause 5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment" be substituted; 

(b) in lines 3 and 4 for the wordvs “two months" the words ‘“one month" 
be substituted ; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “two" the word “one" be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: II ow does the clause read then? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It will read like this: ^ 

“The breach of any rule made under section 3 or of any prohibition noti- 
fied under section 4 shall be punishable with simple imprisonment foi^ a 
term which may extend to one month or with fine which may extend to 
one hundred rupees or with both.". 

Mr. PRESIDENT:. All riglti you move it. ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in sub-clause (I) of 
clause 5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment" the words “simple imjHrison- 
ment" be substituted; * 
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(5) in lines 3 and 4. for the words ‘*two months” the words “one 

month” be substituted ; 4 aid ' ^ ^ 

(6) in line%^for the word “two” the word “one” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
5 — 

(n) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; 

(b) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months” the words “one month” 

be substituted; and 

(o) in line 4 for the word “two” the word “one” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
•jiause (/) of clause 5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the word “imi)risonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; 

(h) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months” the words “one month” 
be substituted ; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “two” the word “one” be substituted. 

The motion was put and apfreed to. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I be^? to move that in sub-edause 
cf clause 5 of the Hill, (i) for the w'ord “five” appearing in line 5, the 
word “two” be substituted; (ii) for the word “three” appearing in ilne 5, 
the word “two” be substituted; and (lii) before tin* word “imprison- 
ment” in line o, the word “simple” be inserted. 

Mr. PRE8iDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of clause 
D ol the Bili, ({) tor the word “five” appearing in line 4, the w’onl “two” 
be siiletituted ; (ii) for the word “three” appearing iu line 5, the woid 
■‘tw<j’ be substituted; and (iii) before the word “imprisonment’ ’ in line 
the word “simple” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN. I accept the amendmtmi. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 5 of the Bill, (i) for the word “five” apjiearing in line 4, the 
word “two” be substituted; (ii) for the word “three” appearing in line, the 
word “two” be Hu])stituted ; and (iu) before the word “imprisonment” in 
line 5, the word “simple” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question Jbefore the House that clause 5 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

"I’he motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 6 stand part of the Bill, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, in conformity with the amendment,, 
which has just been accepted by the Hon’ble Minister by dropping the 
proviso to clause 2, may I move at short notice that the n’orcf “police oflicer” 
may be dropped in clause 6 of the Bill. 

I|r. PRE8IDENT: Please let me have it in writing. 

Mr. Das, do you propose to do away with the words “police-officer, or 
other”? 

6 ] 
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Mr. LALIT CHAHDflA DAt: Ym, Sir, notlu&i^se. I beg to n^ve 
th^^t in Hulapcl«r»»«.(l) of cl^bse 6 of aftn(g|iij wor}I^“An^|ijMitte 

1, the words “police-officer, or other*' oe deleted. 

Mr. PRE8>IDENT: Amendment, moved that in sutMWuse OP* 

clause fi of the Bill, after the word “Any” in line 1, the wofds “police- 
officer, or other” be deleted. ^ 

The HOfl’ble Mr. AHMED HOESAIN. 1 accept the amendmeut. *4,^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that , in sub- 
clause (i; of clause 0 of the Bill, after the w^ord “Any” in line 1, the 
words “j)olice-officer, or other” be deleted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 6 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clau.se 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The (luestiou before the House In that c lause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The (juestion was put and agreed to. 

Clause <S. 

Mr PRESIDENT. Clause 8 stand i)art ot the Bill. 

* The question before the House is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

'Iht (tueotion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 9 stand jmrt of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

Tlie question w’as jmt and agreed to. 

' Clause 10. 

' Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

The (juestion before the Hou.se is that clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

CUui.'ie 11. 

* * Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clau.se 11 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Schedule. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the Schedule stand part uf 
the Bill. 

^ Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, with your permission I would like 
to make a slight correction in th« figure in my amendment, namely, that 
lor the amount of 25 rupees I want to make it M rupees. I bfeg tb move 
that in column 2 of the Schedule, for the words “one hundr^ rupees" 
wherever they occur, the words “fifty rupees” ^ substituted. 

^^Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope the House has no objection to this chaii^ 
in the amendn^nt.^ All right. 
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Amendment ^ved^mtin colximnj2 of the schedule, for the words “one 
hitPur^TOpees *^wher|i|H|i ^ ^ ‘ wor(fl rul>eii|’/ii|be substi- 

tuted.*^^ ^ ^ 

^Thd Ho^^Mr. AHMEd H0S8AIN: I accept the amendmeut, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in column 2 
of the the words “one hundred rupees” wherever they occur, 

the^ir6rd ‘'fifty rupees” be substituted. 

The <|uestion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg to move that item 7 in the Sche- 
dule to the Bill be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that item 7 in the Schedule to 
the Bill be omitted. 

The iHdn’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I acce{)t the amendment, Sir. 

f r; PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the House is that item 7 in 
chedule to the Bill be omitted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juesti(»n before the House is that the seliedule 
as ameuded stand part of the Bill. 

The (piestion was put and agreed to. 

Title (in<1 Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questioji before the House is that the Titllh' 
and the Preamble .stand part of the Bill. 

The ([uestion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I beg to niove that the Bengal 
Pretection ami ('onservation ot Fislies Bill, PM7, as settled in the (‘ouncil, 
be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot ion mov<‘d that the Bengal I’rotection and (hm- 
servation of Fishes Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question before the House i.s that the Bengal Protection and f-on-.^ 
servation of Fishes Bill, ir>47, as settled in the Council be passed. 

Th# que.stion wa.s put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-45 p.m. oi 
the 2l8t April, 1947. 


Adjournment. 

The House then adjourned till 1-45 p.ui. on Monday, the 2l8t April, 1947. 
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The following members were absent from the meietinff held on the 
1st April m7:-~ . ^ * 

(1) Mr. Sultan Ahmed. 

(2) ^ Eai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Sarna. 

(3) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(7; Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(8) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(10) Mr. Mungtqram Jaipuria. 

(11) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(12) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(13) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(14) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(15) Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

(1C) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(17) Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

(18) l)r. Kumud Sanker Ray. 

(19) Mr. Biswauath Roy. 

(20) Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

(21) Haji Md. Yusuf. 

(22) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES^ 


First Smion, 1947— No. 29. 


The Council met iii the Legislative Cliamber of the Lej^islative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, 21st April, 1947, at l-4‘) p.m. being the 29th day of 
the First Session of* 1947, pursuant to section (12 (2) (a) of the (lovernment 
of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hou’ble Sir Buuy Thasad Sinoii Roy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Clinir. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Muslim students in the Science classes. 

84. Mr. NUR AHMED: in) Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge o{ 
till' P^dueation Department be jileased to state whether it is a fact that thtfV 

an extreine paucity of Muslim students in the Scienc<‘ (daises in all tW 
(■<»llege.> and Universities in Ibuigal!^ 

(/>) Is it a fact that Sir Azizul Haque, ex-Vi(*e-rhnncellor of the Univer- 
( ily of Calcutta, in his convocation address of the University in J941 drew 

immediate attention of tlie (Tovernineiit to this facti^ 

(c) AV'liat was the total number of Mu•^lim and non-Musliin students in the 
Science clas.>^e> in (/) tlie University of Calcutta, (n) tlie Dacca University 
and iiih) othei ctdleges in Bengal, duiing the years 1949-41, 1941-42, 1942-44, ^ 
*ind 1943-44, respectively *' 

i^d) How many Muslim students and how many non-Muslim studeats 
passed I. Sc., B.Sc. and M.Sc. examinations from (/) the University of 
Calcutta, (li) the Dacca University and (hi) all other colleges of BenguC 
during the years 1940, 1941, 1942 and 1943, re.spectively 

(e) Have any measures beeu adopted by the Government of Bengal to 
increase the number of Muslim students in the Science classes? If so, what 
are they? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT ft 
(tba Hon’blo Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN): (n) The number 
of Muslim students in Science classes of dift'ererit colleges is rather small. 

ih) Yes, but not in 1941. Attention of Government was drawn to thii^ 
fact in the convocation address of 1940. 

, Jic) and (d) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(e) Yes. Restrictions of Divit»ioii.s aie relaxed in connection withii. tiUl 
adniissidti of Muslim students for the study of Science, To enfotrrage th^ 
Muslim students to take up Science courses Government have made i tjlacial 
provision for Rs.20,040 per annum for award of stipend#. There nfe alio 
€%cholarships of R 5.25, each ^r* month .In Mneliin students who take hp 
Honoum in Phfaiolngy Qmlogf with beaedt of free tuition, 

A# • 
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Statement referred to in reply to clauses (c) and (d) of question No. 84. 



1040.41, 

1941-42. 

1942.43. 

1943 44. 


Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim. , 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

(i) Univpr«ity of 
Calcutta. 

20 

407 

27 

450 

21 

440 

24 

512 

(ii) Dacca Univer* 
sity. 

125 

270 

120 

234 

138 

■ 216 

117 

208 

(in) Goverruncnt 
and Goveni- 

mcnt aided 

Colleges. 

031 

5,408 

949 

5,739 

932 

6,151 

1,012 

6,329 

Un*aided Colleges 

134 

2,295 

171 

2,322 

127 

1,758 

177 

2,093 



1940. 

1941. • 

1942. 

— 

I 194.3. 


Muslini. 

Koii- 

Musliin. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

MuhIihi. 

Non- 
M Uhlim. 

; Muslim. 

Non- 

Musliin. 

(i) VniveiHity of 
Calcutta — 









M.Sc. 

3 

108 

- 

115 

5 

128 

4 

114 

(h) Dacca Uiiivc'r* 
Hity-' 









H.Sc. 

13 

.57 

38 

66 

34 

68 

29 

51 

M.Sc. 

5 

26 

10 

31 

8 

21 

11 

12 

(i»V) Government 
ajid Govern- 

ment-aided col- 
leges — 









I.Sc. 

180 

1,284 

241 

1,380 

247 

1,341 

175 

j 1,097 

B.Sc. 

43 

390 

32 

424 

51 

515 

81 

701 

M.Sc. 

1 

17 


19 

1 

17 

1 Nil 

19 

Un-aided colleges — 









I.Sc. 

23 

626 

26 

550 

24 

492 

29 

409 

B.Sc. 

1 

86 

3 

i 

83 

3 

77 

2 

83 


Mr. LALiT CHANDRA pA8: Will the Hin'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whetJber this special provision M 20,(>40 for award of stipends to Muslim 
atudents is in excess of Rs. 10,00, ODO already allotted for the encouragement 
of Muslim students education? 

Tht Hoii*ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Rs. i0,00,0Qp 
was allotted very recently. But this grant is being paid from befor^. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Has the Hon’ble the Education Minister 
actually spent this amount by giving out awards or stipends to the Muslim 
students ? 

The Hofi’hie Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Most of the 
awards have been given but when suitable candidates are not available the 
amount cannot be spent. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: How much money is unspent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: T want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: To how many Muslim students scholar- 
ship of Rs. per mouth has been awarded upto now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I cannot say 
tliat without notice. Hut as I have .'iaid the amount i.s spent wlnm Miitahle 
uandidateH are availahle. In most years suitahle candidates had been avail- 
able, but I cannot give the exact number without notice. 

Abolition of the system of appointing members to Local Self-Governing 

Bodies. 

85. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE: (Vi^ Will the 
Iloirble Minister in charge of the Department of ll»*alth and Hoi’al Self- 
(Tovernmeut be pleased to state wlnttlier (iovernment are agreeable to the 
abolition of tlie system of a|)])ointing inember.s to tlie local self-g'oviu’ning 
iiiKlies. 

(h) If so, when do tlo' (iovernment propose* to aineml the relevant Acts 
lo give eft'e< t to this? 

(c) Do tlie (lovei nnient propose to deter the elections to the district 
boards, local boards and mnnicipalities in Itengal, till the relevant Acts 
ita\e been so aiiKUided? 

(d) If not. why not? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon*ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI): 

ifi) The system of a])[)ointing members to union boards has been di.scon- 
tiiiued by Government order coritaim‘d in notification No ‘J 1 1 . , dated 

ilie 11th September, IfDo. The que.stion of abolition of the s>sl('ni of appoint- 
ing members to other local selt-govcrnmeiit liodie.s under the administruti \c> 
control of this department is under consideration of Government. 

(//) to (d) Do not arise at this stage. 

Establishment of a Muslim University in Bengal. 

86. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; 7o) Will the flon'hle Minister in 
liurge of the Education Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact 

Uiat a number of Muslim eommunalists i.s urging upon the Mini.stry to ear- 
mark at least one-third of the lumj) grant reeeived from the Central Govern- 
ment for establishment of a Muslim T"niver‘*ity in Hengal and to acquire 
ior the proposed Fniversity httfluis of suitable landN near (aileutfa? 

{h\ If so, what is the Government*.*, intention with respect to the projiosed 
Muslim ruiver.«ity in Bengal? Who will Ix'ar the costs thereof? 

(c) Are the Government aware of the fact that the exi.stiug educational 
institutions are in great fiiiancial difficulties and are in need of adequate 
Government grant? 

{d) What about making primary education both free and compulsory in 
Bengal? 
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(e) Will Government ronsider the desirability of meeting these needs 
first before deciding on establishment of a communal University in this 
Province ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN^ H08AIN: (a) No. 

There have been some Press comments on the establishment of Universities 
in Bengal. There is a genuine demand from the Muslim nation for a Muslim 
TJniversity. 2,000 hifjkas of land is going to be acquired near Calcutta for 
the develojunent of Islamia College which may be further developed to a 
residential University. 

(b) and (r) T)o not arise. 

(c) Yes, and Government have under their consideration schemes for 
increased grants to colleges for Science teaching. 

{(}) Government are seriously considering the (luestioii of introducing free 
and conij)ulsory ])rimary education in Bengal from 1947-48. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there is a genuine opposition from non-Muslim population of Bengal for 
the establishment of a communal University t^uch as the one under consi- 
deration y 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Government 
have not yet decided the establishment of any university but it has decided 
to develop the Islamia College. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are the Government aware of the 
genuine opposition of the non-Muslim ])opulati()n to iXY 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Govern- 
lueut are not aware of it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: A\ith reference to uuswer under <//) as ‘‘Do not 
arise,” regarding the financial position in relation to answer under (</'. 
namely 2,000 hi()has of land is going to be acquired near Calcutta, will the 
llou’hle Minister i)lease state vhat is the appro.\imate i(li*a of the juice ot 
n hiifJui of land near Calcutta and the cost iuvolvetl? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Ks. 200 per 

bi//h(i ami thi‘ wlude thing would, it is estimated, cost Rs. 4 la'.:hs but it 
Ula^ cost Bs. r> lakhs. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Rs. 200 per bif^ha in Calcutta! 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, not in 

C^vlcutta, but very near Calcutta — within 30 miles from Calcutta. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister please explain the difference between the meaning of Muslim 
Nation and Bengali Nation as stated by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in 
his last statement 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is there any such thing as the Muslim 
Nation in Bengal P 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Certainly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS* As distinguished from? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED^ MUAZZAMUDIN HOSAIN: The Hindu 
Nation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Where? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In Bengal. 



1947.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


553 


DA8s In view of the reply of the Hon^ble 
Minister that “There is a genuine demaiul from the Muslim Notion for a 
Muslim University, etc. will tiie Hon ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether that nation approached the Government with a contrihution for the 
establishment of such a university.^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDIN H08AIN: They ventU 
la ted the facts in the papers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Did they approach the Government 
with any contribution for the purpose of the establishment of a Muslim 
University ? 

The Hon‘ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: They have 
not yet done so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Will the Hon ble Minister demand from 
the Muslim Nation sutficient contribution tor the estabbMiinent of a Muslim 
University before the question is con.si<lered at all!*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, it will 
certainly be considered when the ([ue'^tion ot the establi.shinent* of the 
university arises. 

Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry. 

87. Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDARs ill the Hon'bb* .Minister in 

charge of the Home Dejiartmeiit he jilea^ed to state if Iiih attention has been 
drawn to a notification published in the ( alcufta im‘\n spaper.^ on the Jltli 
instant in the name of Mr. J. Saddler, Sei retary . ( aleutta Disturbances 
Commission of Kiiquiry, AVr iters* Huildiiig.s, Calcutta, winch .states amongst 
other things that only the evidmice ot those whose statement refer to 
occurrences which took place within then personal knowledge is asked for 
and fiirtlier that with (|uestions of <‘oni)ten'>.it ion the t (oninission of Kmjuirv 
are not concerned and aUo that cei’tain jiarticulars are reijuired to be siipjilied 
to the said Mr. Saddler at the address of the W’nti'rs’ Ibiildings by noon 
Thursday, the Ihith Septeniher, llMbr' 

{In Do tlie Goveininent projiose to. eontinue the olllce of this Enquiry 
Commission in the Si'cnnariat Huildings or in a treei atmosphere in an 
independent house outsub^ the Secielarial with an iinbqM-ndent staffs 

(c) Do the Goveininent consider it advisable to c<dlect the narm*s of the 
Jiersons willing to appear bidore the Commission as earl\ as tin* 2f>th 
September. l!)4(i, in view of tin* la<t that the people are suspicious of the 
inanipiihition of those very persons m authority whose conduct is the subject 
matter ot the firescnt enquir\ and are tnrthei appieheiisive of intimidation 
and annoyance it the\ come out so carl\ Y 

(d) Do the (lovernmciit propo.se to uaiicel that pari of the notification of 
said Mr. Saddler which la>s down piocc‘dnle as to what evidence to be taken 
and what not in view of tin* pnldication of the terms of reference of the 
Commission of Knquii v subseijiientlx ? 

(c> Do (loverninent rciamsider their decision i»f>l to include the (piestion 
of compensation in the terms of reference of the Enquiry of t'omrnission fo 
avoid future complications 

(/» If not, wliy not?^ 

The Hoii*ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI (on beheif of MinitteMii-eherEe of 
the Homo Dopartmoiit): (a) Yes. 

{b) The office which was temporarily located in Writers’ Building* for 
want of suitable accommodation was shifted to Belvedere as soon as jwissible. 
The staff which includes men and o^icers of this Government as well a* of 
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the Federal Court of India and the High Courts of Calcutta, Patna and 
Madras and Chief Courts of Sind and Oudh are under the direct control of 
the Commission. 

(c) and (d) These were matters for the Commission and Government had 
nothing to do with them. 

(e) No. ^ 

(/) Government have no liability to pay compensation for losses resulting 
from civil disturbances but have decided to make e.r gratia payment in 
accordance with the scheme of rehabilitation that is being pursued 
separately. 

Mfi HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will the Government be pleased to 
state if they are liable to protect the life and property and honour of the 
people of the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, tluit is one of the functions of 
Government to enforce law and order in the areas committed to their charge 
and to protect the life and properties of the citizens inhabiting those areas. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDER: If the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment is to protect tfie life and property of citizens, l)ut if, by their negli- 
gence or by their default or by their incoin])etence, llte life and property ot 
citizens are not sjived from the hands of the gwnda.s 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Tliat is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: In Midi cases are the Government not 
liable to jMiy compeuRjition to the sufferers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: If cimI commotion and distur- 
bances <d' the magnitude that was witnessed in August 1!G() arises. Govern- 
ment are not liable for the damages inilicled b\ members of certain com- 
munities on member.s of other communities. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR; Is this not llie lesult ol the Direct 
Action Day declared by the Government? 

The Hon’bie Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: That is a mutter of ojiinion. 

Total strength of the members of the Bengal Judicial service. 

88. Khan 8ahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: (</) A\ ill tlic Hon ble Ministei 
in charge of tin* Judieial Department be i»leased to state — 

(/) the total strength of the members of the Bengal .ludiciul Service; 
and 

{it) the total strength of the Muslim nieiubers of the said service? 

{(t) Is tliere any rule fixing the pniportion of Muslim members in the 
said service ? 

(n't If so. has that rule been acted ujion ? 

(d) 11 not, have the Government under contemjilation any scheme for 
securing proportionate strength of Muslims in the said .service? 

Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA pVL BARUA, Parliamentary Beoretary (on 
behalf of Minister-in-charge of the Judicial D^tment): (a) (/) The 

present ni'tual strength of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) is 287 com- 
prising 39 Subordinate Judges, 229 Munsifs and 19 probationary Munsifs. 

(it) Ninet\-five {7 Subordinate JudgCvS, 8U Muj^isifs and 8 probationary 
Munsifs). 
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(6) The Bengal Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940, 
have been made applicable to the service by notification No. 2034J., dated the 
9tli June, 1941. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) Does not arise. 

Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: Supplementary question. "With 
regard to reply (a) (u) does this satisfy the communal ratio rules 

Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: The Communal Ratio 
Rules are observed ever since such rules were made appli(‘abh‘ to the 
service, i.e., by notification No. 2034J., dated the 9th June. 1941. 


Adiournment Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have got an adj<nirnine]»t motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, there are two adjournment motions in your 
name; which one do vou propose to movey 

Mr LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Of course, the first one. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me se<' 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move this Council 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You need not r(*ad the motion now. Just a niiiiute. 

This is the notice ot an adjournment motion lliul I lia\(‘ leccivial: I 
h.ive not \el givcui ni\ c’oiiscnt to tin* nnUion Init 1 piojiost' to decide tin* 
jMiiiit after healing the \i(*\\s of (.roveminent . The iioiiee is this; — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To move that this Council do adjourn its 
husines«. to discuss a definite niattm* of urgent public iiuptudanei', and of 
lecent oceiiriH'iK e, naniel> llie scu lous sii nation arising out ol the harharities 
cominiltc'd 1)\ the Cunjahi Arin(‘d Rolieo of the (lovermnent oi Ilengal 
who on the ni^^ht ol 14th April last ioieihI\ entering into the premises 
No. Km. Ilanison Hoad, in Central Cahulta caused h\ the hull end of tiieir 
iiffes and other means injuries to the persons ot se^eral unoffending men, 
women and cdiildren ol that premises and, what is ino^t stuM king and j‘e\olt- 
Jiig, rapeil on lady inmate ot the siime. 

May 1 hear Ciovernment’s xiews on this matter^ l>o the> object t-o 
this motion I-' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not rd)jeet, Sir, but 1 would 
just like to make one submission. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, a.s be has no objection, he cannot 
have suhmis.siou to niiike either, before it is admitted . 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: J will make my comments later, 
after it i.s admitted. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But it is for the (’hair K) decide whether the motion 
will at all be admitted on hearing lM>th siiles. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: But I can make comments after- 
w'ards, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But 1 have not yet deci<led whether the motion 
should be admitted or not. I have not yet given mv consent. I w'ill 
therefore hear what Governiueut have got to say regarding admissibility of 
the motion. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: But, Sir, the Government have already 
aaid that they have no objection. 

Mr, HARiDAS MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir, that is what Mr. Mohammed 
Ali said. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please listen to me. It does not always depend 
upon the Government. Even if the^Government does not object, the Chair 
nifiy refuse consent. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: You have got that opportunity now; so 
why need the diair wait for the Government's views? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but I must know certain facts from Govern- 
ment. So, don’t get impatient, please. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, what I was going to submit 
is that this matter is now being investigated into, and no report has yet 
been received by Government; therefore no fruitful purpose will ]>e served 
if this adjournment motion is discus.sed at this stage. If you think, Sir, that 
this motion can be admitted, w'hen I w’ould request that a day be fixed 
subsequent to the 22n<l, or any date afterwards becau.se Government think 
that before that time it will not be possible for us to know' the full details. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think this matter is of great public inqK)rtance 
and I give my con.sent to it, but in view of what is siiid by the Hon. 
Minister I w'ould fix 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As regards the date, I would suggest 
to-morrow, because it is on that day that thi.s matter will be discussed in 
tlie other House; for, otherwise it will become^ stale. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: We do not want the date to go beyond 
the date in the Asseinhly. 

Th€ Hon*bl6 Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I would sijoo-e.st the day after 
to-morrow. Eor Government even after receiving the report will have to 
go through it — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVell, if th is matter can be taken up in the other 
House to-morrow^ and delxtted there, 1 see no season why the .same thing 
cannot he done itere, too. 

The H0ll*ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I Itope you will kindly realise 
that tiie Assembly will sit at 4-dO, and by the time, after receiving tlie 
report. Government will he in a j>osition to know the full facts by 0 o'clock 
and you w’ill also agree, 1 hope, that after the report is received by (lovern- 
ment suhsecpient or (MUisecpiential empiiries may have to he made by (fovern- 
ment. so that they may not have the full information desirable at 2 o'clock. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please try to expedite t]»e matter. I tix to-morrow 
as the date, because I think that if Government are in a position to agree 
to the discussion of the matter in the otlier House to-morrow, they can as 
well do so in this House too. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: One word. Sir. 1 hope that 
you W'ill agree tlmt even if Government receive the report early to-morrow, 
they may reejuire additional information and it may not be forthcoming 
when this House meets. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am afraid 1 do not agree. Because in that case 
Government should not have agreed to hike up this matter in the other 
House to-morrow. I fix to-morniw' at J-4o p.m. for the discussion of this 
adjournment motion. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR. 

Massags from tho Cooornor. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, with your permission I would like to mention 
one thing most important 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, will you kindly woit for n few 
minutes as I have got to read a message. After the messiige read you 
may mention what you have got to say. 

Order, order. I have received the following message from His Excel- 
lency the Governor under .section 75 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935: — 

The Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Message from Ihs E.rcelJenrg the Gorernor inuJer section of the 
Government of India dated the St ft 19d7. 

The Bengal Einhanknient (Ainendeinent ) Bill, 194(i, has heen passed by 
lK»tli Clianiliers of the Bengal Jiegi.slature and has heen jiresented to the 
Governor in accordance witli section 75 of the Govcniment of India Act, 
1935. Having given my most careful attention U) the Bill, 1 am of opinion 
that it IS my <luty to return it to the Legislature in iiccordance with tho 
provi.so to the said section and to recpiest the t'hainhers to consider it in 
regard to llie following ixiints. 

2. After the Proedamation under .section 93 of the Government of India 
Act, 193), was issued on the 31st .March, 19-45, the Bengal Lrnhankment 
(Amendment) Act, 1945 (Bengal Act VI of 1945), conUiining lUMO’i.sions 
identiciil with tho.^e contained in the Bengal Knihankinenl (Atmoidment) 
Bill, 194t}, was enacted hy me hv virtue of the legislative jfowers assnuH'd to 
myself hy the said proclamation and (he said .-Vet is now in force and will, 
under .snh-section (4l of s(*ction 93 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
continue to have effect until two years have elapsed irom the date on which 
the said pKxdamation ceased to have effect, i.e., irom tlie 24lh April, 194(1, 
unless .sooner rejH*;il(sl or re-enacted h\ an .\( t of t he a]>]M’opriate Legislature. 

3. I am advisefl (liat the enactment ol this Hill would not he dt‘enied U> 

lie re-eiuHlmeiit of the Bengal Kmluuikment l.\mendmenl) Act, 1945, 
within the meaning of oih-'-ection (4) ot sei tioii 93 of the Government of 
India Act, l!135, and that, as the said Act Ims not heen exjnesNly rejiealed in 
the Bill, the said A( t would continue to operate evaoi after the enactment, of 
the Bill. The enactment of the Bill in its jiresioit form would tliiis c.ause' 
two sejiarate jneces ot legislation (smtaming identn^il jMovisions to co-exist, 
and this would resnlt in both h‘gal and administrative (smtusion It i» 
necessary theieiore. to include in the Bengal Kmlumknient ( Amemlriient ) 
Bill, 194(), a provision tor expressly re{»ealing the Bengal Kmhaiikment 
I Amendment) Act, 1945. ^ 

4. I consider that opj[>ortuiiit y .should also lie t^iken to change the year 
in the short title of the Bill fixun “I94(r’ to ‘1947” which has been 
necessitated owing to etffiix of time. 

5. Alter due con.sideratioii therefore, I have dm ifled ti> re(<)n)mentl to 
the Bengal Legi.sUvtive Chambers that the Bill he amc^nded in the mannor 
stated in tlie following recommendation to include therein provisions for 
repealing expressly the Bengal Kmhankinent (Amendment) Act, 1945, and 
for changing th^ year in the slxirt title ot the Bill and I appoint the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tarak Xatli Mukherjea, (M.e., m.ii.k.. Minister-in-charge of the Irri- 
gation and Waterways Department, to he the member in cliarge of the Bill. 

6. In pursuance of the provision.^ of the proviso to section 75 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, I, Frederick John Burrows, Governor of 
Bengal, do recommend to the Bengal Legislative Chambers that they do 
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-amend the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1946, by the adoption, 
•without further amendment, of the following amendments, that is to say, — 

(J) In clause 1 of the Bill, for the figures “1946*^ the figures “1947** 
shall be substituted. 

(2) After clause 2 of the Bill the following clause shall be added, 
namely, — ' ^ 

(o) '^Repeil of Bengal Aot VI of 1B45.” The Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Act, 1945, is hereby repealed,” 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. Has 
not Mr. Tamk Nath Mukherji renounced his title, he being a Leaguer y* 
May I know whether he lui.s renounced hi.s title? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know if he has renounced his title. At 
least I liave no information on the j>oint. 

Assent to the Bengal Ordinances (Temporary Enactment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have now to inform the honourable members tliat 
the Bengal Drdinames Teinj)omrv Enactment Bill, 1947, which was passed 
by l»oth (’ham hers of the Bengal Legislature has been assented to by His 
Excellency the (rovernordieneral under tin* provisions of .section 76(1) of 
the (fovernnnmt (d' Indui Act, ntdo. 


Special Motion 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. I gave notice of a motion under rnle 96 
regarding a Ner> importjint and urgent inatter that with reg-ard to the 
joint jXMce appc’al iMsvie*! h\ the two greate'^1 Indian leader^, Mr. .liuuab 
and Mr. (Tandiii and \ reipiont you t<» allow me to mo\e u. 1 find ii'om ilie 
proceeding'' of the (’ouncil ol St.,ite and al-^Hj ot the V. B, leg i'-lat ure that 
the normal husim‘s> uas .suspended lor a tim(‘ and such a motion was 
c<msnlered and 1 lu»pc \ou uill kindl\ permit me to allow to do that. 1 
would also apjieal to the llon’lde MinisKu* to suspend for a turn* tin* normal 
business 4nid .allow me to move this ver\ imjMU’t^int motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am prepared to gi\e m\ c*onseni to it hut it ha.s 
got to l)e referred to the llon’lde M inister-in-cliarge of the ('hiid Miuislerhs 
Department. Now, .supp>se the ('hief Munster agree.s what date do you 
tiUggiNt for the discu.ssi»)n y 

The Hon’blO Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: h should be taken up on a non- 
olficial da\ . 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: (’annot it be taken up to-day, as it is 
a very iiuputant matter.'' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (’bief Minist<’r Is not here. AVithout his (ou.sent 
thivS motion cannot he ailinitted and .so it mnnot he taken up to-day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We may take it up on wa noii- 
ofticial day. 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: As this is a \erv imjKirtant, this 
should he taken up on an official day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: When a thing i.s sp^mHored by a 
uon-ofifciiil iiuMuher it is a noiwifffcial husines.s and when it is sp)nsoi'ed hv 
an official member then the business is official. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: it cannot be consideretl as an official business 
but it might be taken on a day of Governnt^nt busines.s provided 
Oovernmeut agree to it. The order piper is settled by Government. 
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Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR OUTTA; Sir, the opinion of iny party is that 
as it is a very important matter not only of this province b\it also of the 
whole of India, it has got to be discussed not on a non-otficial day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the fixing of date for its discussion, let 
us wait till tomorrow for the Chief Minister’s consent. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bili, 1947. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, meanwhile, may 1 mention one 
other thing. The Bengal A(Hiuisition of Waste Land Hill with the report 
of the Select Committee was presented to the House on the Ist of A\pril when 
the House adjourned. Co])ies of the Bill with the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee were not made available to the members till a late stage. After that 
the House being adjourned the members were siuittered all over the i>rovince 
they having returned to their «‘onstituencies to juvuch peace and goodwill 
among the warring communities. So .''peaking for my Party "e could not 
meet together to (’onsider the Bill a.s it emerged from the Stdect Committee 
and the amimdmenl'' that w«*re to be put in before to-ilay. Tht‘ Bill is of 
such vital importance that it requires more time for amendments to be put 
in to the clause^ ot the Bill Feeling tliis lUM'e.ssity from m\ oan ]>lace of 
n‘sidimce in Fast Bengal 1 sent a wire nMjuesting dial the time for sul)< 
mitting amendment.'' may he e.vtendeil and the l^re.sidcnt wa.s plcastnl to send 
a ivpl\ to that that this matter might he placed heforc the Hous(‘ when it 
met on the *Jl>t. i <*., toda\ 'I'liis Bill, as 1 said, i>f \ital iinpni'lanee and 
we havi* to take the greatest possible eare to suggi'set Useful amcndimmls 
which means that more time will he nMjuired. St> 1 ask tor more time to 
put in auHMidments. 

The Hon’bte Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: \ do mu. think. Sir, that it is a 

HMsonahle ]'e(jUe''t to ask tor more time to ]Mit in aimMuhncnts hecaiist' the 
time limit to put in amendments was 1i\ed h\ you. Sir, ladore the House 
adjourned with the con‘'Ciit ot all paitn-s imdnilinf.» the ( tpjiosjt ion . And now 
to .isk toi mole time till the same jiiirpose do»*s not M-em to nic to l)e leason- 
aide in \ lew ol the tail that the\ h.ivc alicad\ t.ddcil a-* mati\ as idtl .niieml- 
menl" and the long interval since tin* House was adionincd should have 
given tluMii sutheieiit time to diaft and srintinisi* thmr amendments, I 
undei>'iand tuither that the ! )e]nirtim*n t could not cope wdth tin* huge 
number ot aintMidments alreadv tahi(*d ami could not oct them pnntcii. And 
now if more time allowed that will give scope to put in another AOt) 
amendments and to ha\e them ptinted by the d«*pajtmcnt will take still 
longer time. So I do not think that the reipiesi to? more time to put in 
amendments is reasrinahle and ilcsire that tin* Hill siKoiid la* taken ti]) for 
consideration to-day, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The position til is. There aie already OrM) amend- 
ments and with the tew t^plsts in the de])artinent it was not possible 
to cope with .so man\ ot the amendments in time and 1 am 
informed by the Secretar\ th.it at least a wi‘ek's time will lie 
nece.ssary to analyse the umendment.s, tabulate them ]iroperly 
and to get them printed. So the Bill cun not W taken up clause by clause 
before next Tuesday in any ease, fn the meantime you can certainK discuss 
amongst yourselves the amendments whudi voii have already tabled and in 
view of the fact that as many as f»(K) amendiiients have been tabled mostly, 

1 Iwlieve. from the Opposition. I do not feehlhat there is much justification 
for further time to put in amendments. 

Mr, BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Our difficulty was this. Copies of the 
Bill with the report of the Select Committee were not supplied to us well 
ahead of the time fixed for putting in amendment.1} to the clauses of the Bill. 
We got the report of the Select Committee on the Otb ; .some even got it on 
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the 10th. ICth was the last date fixed for putting in amendments. 15th 
was the Bengalee New Year Day. Within the short time at our disposal we 
no doubt put in amendments but they have been put in haphazardly. We 
want further time, longer time, mo that we can have a discussion among 
ourselves and submit better amendments and useful amendments in place of 
the haphazard ones submitted already. That is the reason why we want 
an extension of time. ^ 

Mfi PRESIDENT: I think there should be an agreement between the 
Government and the OpjMisition on this matter and I would suggest that the 
H(m'ble Minister and the Ilon’ble the Leader of the Opposition should 
dis(*uss this matter between themselves and come to me with their concrete 
proposals. 1 do not want either to stand in the wav of the Government 
or to exend the irne asked for by the Op])(>sition without an agreement on 
niy own initiative in view of the fact that there are already some 6tK) 
amendments. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr^ FAZLUR RAHMAN: The difficulty, if you extend 
the time, will he that another 500 amendments will crop up and the 
consiileration of this Bill will he postp(UH‘d hy another fortnight. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVell, that is a matter which you (’an discuss with 
the Leader of the Opposition. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I am j icpaied to dis(uss the 
matter with him, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case this Bill cannot he taken up f(»r con- 
hideration to-da> or before Tuesdav next. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA; Sir, would it he impossible for 
Gov(*nunent to accede to tin* re(|ueHt to extend the dat(‘ hv only two days 
in view of the fact that the matter (’unnot he taken u]> early 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, T have already suggested that it is for ‘ 
your leader to diseuss the matter with the Hon'ble Minister in charge and 
to eome t(» an agreement with him, it lu‘ ean. As n’gards the motion that 
the Bill be taken up lor eonsid(‘ration I believe that there are some 
amendments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS : 7 hut also will eome up (*u Tuesday, 
Sir. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Undesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 beg to move that tlie Bengal 
Fudesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947, be taken into (‘on^ideration. 

Sir. iniMiibers of the House aie aware that nndesirahle, ohjeetionahle 
and sometiim’s ol)se«‘ne advertisements freijuently appear which relate to 
alleged cures ot sexual disorders, veneral disorders and diseases jieculiar to 
women, that do considerabh* harm to the jmblic. They are not merely 
advertisements for hogus medicines which are prescribed by quac’ks but they 
lure away jiersons sufVeriug from those diseases fi'om taking medicines from 
qualified practitioners. Therefore they cause a good deal of hann to the 
patients because delay causes tlieiiK^to .suffer more and makes recoverv* more 
difficult. Therefore, it is necessary for Government to prohibit these sorts 
of advertisements of medicines which are made by quacks and which lure 
away patients from proper treatment. Memla^rs of this House are also 
aware of many kinds of obscene advertisements in hoardings, in bills, in 
pamphlets and newspapers, and it is necessary to control them. But it is 
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not the intention of Government to prohibit advertisements by qualified 
medical practitioners of good potent medicines and therefore there is a 
provision in the Bill that permission can l)e obtained from an officer to be 
apiminted by Government and those advertisements can appear. There is 
also a provision in the Bill that literature describing the prescribed medicines, 
and other kinds of brochures issued by medical practitioners or by 
manufacturing concerns issued privately to medi(‘al practitioners, should l>e 
allowed. So these provisions in this Bill are very salutary and very essential. 
There was an Ordinance in force which presented this kind of advertisement 
but that Ordinance has now expired. It is therefore necessary that we 
should put these i)rovisions in the statute book. With these words I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the Tlouse. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order. Minion nu»ved tlmt the Bengal 
Fndesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947. be taken into consideration. 

The question was ])ut and agreed to. 

C hi use 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clau>e 2 stand part of tlie Blil. The question before 
the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion wa^ juit and agreed to. 

Clause o. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause stand i)art ot the Bill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I 1 »cg io move that in sulMlaiise (1» of clause H of 
the bill, the ^\or<Is atjd coninij “treat, or” in line 2 be omitted 

Sir. vvliat I \\ant to do is ''eltM‘\ i<lent. You cannot treat diseases by 
adverti>emeut. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment movod that in sub-clause </) ( f cb use 9 
of the Bill, the vords and comma “treat, or” in liu<‘ 2 be oniitt(‘d. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 accejit the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the Jlouse is that in sub-clause 
(/) of clause d of the Bill, the words and comma “treat, or“ in line 2 be 
omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I Wg to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 3 
of the Bill. 

(a I after the woni “di.stribution” the words “or exhibition” be inserted, 
and 

(I/) after the words “to be circulated” the words “or exhibit or cause to 
be exhibited” be in.serted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (^) of clause 8 
of the Bill — 

(a) after the word “distribution” the words “or exhibition” be inserted, 
and 

(b) after the words “to be circulated” the words “or exhibit or cause to 

be exhibited” be insert e4. 



m GOVERNMENT BILLS. [21st April, 

The question before the House is that in sub-clause (£) of clause 3 of the 
Bill— 

(o) after the word “distribution’* the words “or exhibition” be inserted; 
and 

(//) after the words “to be circulated” the words “or exhibit or cause to 
be exhibited” be inserted. ^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. Cl MORGAN S I beg to move that at the end of clause 3 of the Bill, 
the fcdlowiiig new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(3) Any magistrate may by warrant authorise any police officer not below 
the rank of Sub-Inspector to enter upon and search any premises where- 
on or wherein any advertisement or any label or set of instructions 
referred to in sub-section (£) is or is reasonably suspected to be and 
may seize and detain any copies thereof”. 

1 think, Sir, that this addition is necessary if the Bill is to work properly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment movtHl that at the end of clause 3 of the 
Bill, the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(3) Any magistrate may by warrant authorise any police officer not l>elow 
th e rank ol Sub-Inspector to enter upon and search any premises where- 
on or whendn any advertisement or any label or set of instructions 
referred to in sul)-section (<?) is or is reasonably suspected to be and 
may sei/x* and detain any copies thereof”. 

Tho Hon’btO Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 ojipose this amendment. The 
Magistrate has po^^■er under section Jt(> of the C’.P.C’. to issue such warrant, 
therefor(‘ the polic<* offic<*r can always get a search warrant fiom the Magistrate 
if he shows reasonable ground for the issue of warrant. There is therefore 
no need f<>r this amendment. And 1 hope Mr. Morgan will withdraw his 
amcndimmt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion before the House is that at the end of 
clau8<‘. 3 of the Bill, the following new sub-clause W added, namely — 

“(3) Any magistrate may by warrant authorise any police ofiieer not Indow 
tile rank ol Sub-lnsp{*etor to enter upon and search anj’ premises where- 
on or wherein an\ advertisement or any laWl or std of in.siructions 
referred to in suh-seetion (£) is or is reasonably sus2>ccted to be and 
may s(‘iz<‘ and detain an} copies thereof”. 

The motion was jiut and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I’hc (question before the House is that clause 3 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 ^tand part of the Bill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I beg to move that in sub-clause {]) oi clause 4 of the 
Bill, after the word “thing” in line 11, the words “and all copies thereof” be 
inserted. 

It is necessary to define the thing in an Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (i) of clause 4 
of the Bill after the word “thing” in line 11, the words “and all copies 
thereof” be inserted. 

Hh# Mr. MOHAMMED ALIs I accept tl^e amendment. 



1947.] 


QOVEBNMENT BILLS. 


66$ 


Mr. PRiSiDENT: The que.stion before the House is that in sub-clause 

a of clause 4 of the Bill, after the word “thing*' in line 11, the wwds “and 
copies thereof’* be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. C. MORGAN; 1 beg to move: that at the end ot clause 4 of the 
Bill, the follow’ing sub-elause be added, namely : — 

Where in pursuance of sub-section (/) any newspaper, periodical, 
pamphlet, hand-bill, or other document or article or thing has been 
declared to be forfeited to His Majesty, any police officer may seize 
any copy thereof, wherever found, and any magistrate may by warrant 
autliorise any police officer not below the rank of Sub-Ins|>ector to enter 
upon and search any premises whereon or wherein such newspaper, 
pt*riodical, pamphlet hand-bill, or other document or article or thing or 
any cojiy thereof is or is reasonably suspected to bt*. ’’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that at tlie end of clause 4 of the 
Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

''(3) Where in pur.Muuice of sub-section (7) any newspaper, periodical,. 
Iiamphlet, hand-bill, or other do(*umenl or article or thing lias bei'U 
declared to be forfeited to His Majesty, any police officer may seize 
an\ copy thereof, wherever found, and any magistrate may liy warrant 
authorise any jiolice officer not below the rank ot .Sub-Inspector to enter 
upon and search an\ |)reiniscs whereon or wherein such newspaper, 
periodical, pamphlet, hand-bill, or otloT <b»<*umi*nt or article or thing 
or any copy thereof is or is rea.sonably suspecteil to he 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I welcome this anuMidment whii li 
itdlows tlie lorm of the Defence of India rule 4fb siih-riib* (;>). It will 
increase the efficiency and control 'riicrcfore I acce[)t this anicndmeiif w'ilh 
I»leasiire. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|iiestion ]M*f(rre the Hous(‘ is tliat at the end of 
( lause 4 of the Bill, th<‘ folboving sub-clause lie added, namely: — 

“(o) Where in piiisuami* of sub-srMdion \ I) any ncuspu|M'r. iwriodical, 
])aniphlct, hand-hill, or other document or ariiide or thing has been 
declared to be forfeited to His Majestv. any }»olice .officer may seize 
aii> cop\ thereof, wherever found, and any magistrate may hy w'urrant 
authorise any police officer not below the rank of Siib-1 nHp<‘ctor to enter 
upon and seareii any premises whereon or wTiercin such newspujicr, 
periodical, jiarnplilet hnnd-f)ill, or other document or article or thing or 
any copy thereif is or is reasonably susjK'Cted to be.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The nuestion before the House is tliat clause 4 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion w^as put and greed to. 

Clause J. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clnnse G. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause C stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. XI. MORGAN: I beg to move that in paragraph (h; tf clause 0 of 
the Bill for the word “advertisement” in line 1, the words “nfitice, circular 
or announcement” be substituted. 



564 


' GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[21st Apeil, 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that in paragraph (h) of clause 
6 of the Bill for the word ' ‘advertisement” in line 1, the woras “notice, 
circular or announcement” be substituted. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I oppose this amendment. This 
amendment would raise difficulties and is unnecessary. Advertisement as 
defined in clause 2(1) includes notice, «rircular or announcement. Many of the 
pamphlets, etc., which are sent to doctors are advertisements for drugs and 
instruments whetlier they are also notice.s, circulars or announcements or not. 
If clause G(h) is restricted to notices, circulars and announcements it would 
mean that a doctor receiving those documents in the form of advertisements 
would not be protected by clause (>(/>). The fact really is that such notices, 
et(‘., sent U) a doctor are advertisements and there appears to be no reason v hy 
a doctor should be prohibited from receiving them a» such. For tiiese reasjus 
1 oppose this amendment. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The question before the House is that 
in paragraph (h) of clause G of the Bill for the word “advertisement” in line 
1 the word “notice, (drculur or announcement” he "'substituted." 

The question was put and lo-it. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that after paragraph 
(r) of clause G of the Bill, the following new paragraph be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(</) any advert isement, label or set of instruction^ which is permitted 
under the Drug^ Act, 1940 or any rulcft made thereunder." 

This is to avoid any special janvers in the Bengal Act as against that of the 
powers lliat would he taken under the Drugs Act, 1940, or the Buies made 
thereumh'i’. Government owes an explanation, I helieve. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after paragra])h (c) of clause 
G of the Bill, the following new' ])aragrai)h be inserted, namely: — 

“(«/) any advertisement, label or >et of instructions wliicli is permitted 
under the Drugs Act, 1940 or any rules made thereunder.” 

ThO Hon’bis Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid 1 have to oppose this 
amendment aho. The Drug?> Act doe< not ]>rohil)it advert j^ement of drugs 
purporing or claiming to cure or mitigate any di.'^easc a.s ma\ be prescribed 
vid«* \H{u)(ir) though it prohibits manutacture, sale, stocking or e\liil)ition 
for sale (d any such drug. Advertisements are therefore permissible under 
the Drugs Act for remedies for disea.^e.^ contemplated in the Bill even though 
thev may he sp(‘cified by rule under the Drugs Act. But it is the object of the 
Bill to pndiihit such advertisements. The amendment proposed is therefore 
likely to defeat the purpo.se of the Bill. The present Bill does not conflict 
with the provisions iu the Drugs * Act. For these reasons I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The question before the House is that 
after papagraph (c) of clause G of the Bill, the following new paragraph be 
inserted, namely: — 

“({/) any advertisement, label or .set .of instructions which is permitted 
under the Drugs Act. 194G, or any rule*^ made thereunder." 

The question was put and losC 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The < question before the House is that clause 6 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr I Jmm. h. iImi il,. Beu^ral 

I iitlt'-'! 1 ,1 !'i( A ' I \ t ! I ' -f ‘ rut It t (I tiiiirtili {oil PMt. .1" ■'fUlotl in llio (’roiio'il, 

tif p,i''''(‘i! 

Mr. PRESIDENT: n.-.v-l ilu.i tin- It. n-al I ii.losn AtlveiiiHO- 

1,1, -III' A 'MitKili I'll! l')17 .1' 'fiiiftl III lilt ( oiiiK '1. Ilf ii.i-^^ftl Tlif (incshon 

l.ftn,, tl,, lloii'f I' Ai.ii A,,, pl.njj.il I riii,*'ii .ililt A d \ fi i I'f nif n I ' (t ‘otil nd) 

Poll I'MT ,1' 'fill,-'! Ill lilt ('itiiti'il 1.. p.,"cd 

'1 l,f iii.ii ion \y ,1' jiiM ,iti<l .iL'ii i‘(l 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: . I to ioom- ihat the 

Piiltio Drill. Hid- l^■lo\»■l^ ' \ iiM* II d no ii I ) Kill. MM < , Im- takoii into 
' oii'itlfiai It'll 

Sii. iliA 1 . ,1 \r\s 'iniplt int.i'nif Mo- t'.,,-, t -ij ui)jf!i is adni Hi I'l rat 1 ve 
-HiiNfiioiot •'tiii.tt, 't o^ iIm llfiiLMl E'litli' Dfiit.iiol- ltfio\«‘i\ Alt provides 
ilia; ulifii .iii\ pnltli' tlt-niantl p.iv.ildt lo.m^ pfi->on (tiloi limn ilie ('cdleotoi 

1 ' ,liif. sin !i pofsoii in i\ 'fri'l M ' ( tilifo.iln (Mln*'i uith a wnltnn 

I ('( j 11 1 ' 1 1 1 on in tlif p M I ' } It -d toiin .iiol ni.iiiio'f in wliodi tlo- i<‘qui''it loii h\ a 
iKjUidatoi loi' lo If foiintrisi^nfd lo t'lf Rt-pn-lrai of ( '(t-up,-rnt i vo Soci<*to‘s; 
loit undri ihf Kfiiual Mo-iqa-iai i\f ^..-ittir' A<t. MMH. a liipiidalor Inih lieeii 
• nipoNNored to hlr : "tj ui-il loO' loi n<Mitoatos direoi to the Certificate Officer 
It 1 '. thcicton , lift I '. 11 \. lit ii il.t -oi-f,|iinnl i.il .nncndinenf in section a fd 
ihc Hfnp''a] Muhlic Dfiuaioi' l{eto\fi\ A't. 

Aitiilc'toi d licdnic ! ol ilo- Am ;iio\idc' that any M)one\ pavahle to aii> 
ttfhcei ni ihf CiituP in I C- pet I lit uhitii the pcixjn liatdi- to p.pv file same 
iia> a^^reed hv unii(‘n in'-! niiof ni dul\ icj/i-ih-rcd nia \ he recustrerl as a public 
demand But in Urnes ,d eio**rt'»’m v Tonuirin;/ i-^sim of loain on a lurjre wale 
the proceduic of rc^t'isinT 'np'' h'*n<l' i- io>t tcanihle a^ it ineans cnnHiderii-hle 
deia\ in the di.strihnTinn ot the ]oa;i A<'fordingly to facilitate the and 
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realiHation of loans arlvanced by Government it is necessary to amend Schedule 
J of tlie Ihiblic JJcmaiids Recovery Act, so as to include all loans given hy 
Goveniin<*nt in res))e( f of which the jierson liable to pay the same has agreed 
hv a written document whether registered or unregistered that the loan shall 
]>e recovered as a public demand. 

With these words I move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Public Demands 
Rec(»ver> (Amendment) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

The (luestion w^as put and agreed to. 

Clause /. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (/lause 1 .stand ])art of the Bill. 

Th<‘ (luestion before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The (juestion was put and agreed to. 

Chi/use 2 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Plau.se 2 .stand part of the Bill. 

'r}i(‘ (jueHtion betoN* the Hous(‘ is that elau.se 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The ([uestion \\as put and agre(‘d to. 

(1/iuse S 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Tiuse d stand pait of the Bill. 

The (jueslion Ix'lrue tlie House is that eiaUM* d stand i>arl of the Bill. 

The (joestum was put and a;{Tee<j to. 

('hi use •/. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (*hnise 4 .si.nwl ]uirt of the Bill. 

Idle ((uesiiou lM'i(U'<‘ lh<' House is that < lause 4 stand jiart of the Bill. 

The (|uesiion was put and agreed to. 

Title and l*reu tnhie. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: ddtle and Pn'ambb* stand p:iit ol th«‘ Bill. 

ddie (|uestiou before the Hous(‘ is that the dhtle aiul tlo' Preandile stand 
jiart of the Bill 

The (pu'stion was ])ut and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Public Demands l{t>e«»\er\ (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, 
he pass<*d. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot ion mo\e«l that the Bengal Public Demands 
Beeovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in tlie Couueil be tms^ed. 

The (juiwtion la'fore tin' House is that the Bmigal Public DeinamK Beeovery 
(Amendment) Bill 1947 as stdtled in the Council be pass(‘d. 

The ([Ueslion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947 

The Hon’hlC Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Ae(tuisition of Waste Land Bill, 1/147, as r(‘ported liy the Select Committee, 
Ih' taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Ac<|uisition of Waste 
Land Bill, 1947, as reported by the Select Comniitte<\ l>e taken into 
eousiileration . 
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DAS: Sir, 1 rise io oppose the consulerat-ion of 
the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 194V. I oppose it on two 
^rrounds— ^n the ground of fact as well as tm thi‘ ground of law. I would lirst 
tr\ to point out to you how this measure otleiids against the (lovernment (U 
India Act, 19;j5. 1 desire to draw your attention to Sei tion ‘299 of the Govern- 

ment of India Act in this connection. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: AVhat i^ your point 

Wr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: jioint is that (his law cannot ho 

enju'ted and it would l>e illegal to jU(M‘e<al with (he con>ideral ion (d this Ifill. 
This Bill oltends ag'uinst section 299 of the tiovcnmu'ut of India Act 19^15. 
Sub-section (i?) oi section 299 la^s down “Neither the iMaleral nor a Provincial 
Legislature shall ha\e power to make any law authoicsing tin* compulsory 
acquisition tor ])ublic puijioses ot any land, or an\ eomniereial oi industrial 
undertaking, or any intere^t in, or in any comjmnx «>wing, any l onimercial or 
industrial undertaking, unless the law proviilo toi the payment id compen- 
sation for the property acquired and either tixtv^ the amount <d conijiensai ion 
for the property acquired and either fixes the amount of the compensation or 
sjiecifies the principles on wTiich, and the manner in which, it is to be 
(hdermined”, and then, Sir, sub-section (J) says “No Bill or aimmdnmnt 
making provision for the transference to public owuiersliip of any land or 
tor the extinguishment or modification of rights th<‘rein, including rights or 
jirivileges in respect ol land revenue, shall be introduced or inoven in either 
t’hamber oi the F«*deral Legislature without tin* previous samdion of the 
(iovernor (ienmal in liis discr<‘tion, or in a Fliambm- of a Pi*ovincial Legis- 
lature without the j»r(‘\ iou^ sanction ot tin* (iovernor in his disiTidion. Now, 
Sir, it would be said that it has r<'ceiv<'d the jircvious sanction ol (he (ioviTuor 
in his discretion. But I say that this jirovision olfends ag’ainst .sub-s<‘ction 
(;2) (d‘ section 299 It would appear from clause Id of the Ilill as it emerged 
liom the Select (.'omniitlee thai toi aia/uisindn ol a ci*rlain kind of land tlu? 
price would be Its U) jier acre, that is Its d-d-d pei hn/lni, w liicli on the face 
of it is a ridiculous fig-ure It apptuirs, Sir, (hat (io\ernment want to m‘quire 
lakhs and lakhs ot acres (d land in Bengal in this wa\ at Its d-Vd per hi/jlia 
which is me]-el\ ioi a song- so to say. How the (tovernment look(‘d upon 
the (juestion ot ac(juisition of laml foi public }»urpos<*s lias lasm laid down 
under the Land Ac<iuisit ion Act id LS94. ddicre the Government have not 
let! an\ thing in doubt It is cl(‘arl\ laid down in section 2d id' that Aid. 
what is meant b,\ the word “compensation". 1 ma\ read siMdion 2d wliich 
runs as follow'S : — 

2d(7t In didermining the amount ot i-onijicnsation to be awarded for land 
acquired under this Aid, tin* Court vliall take into consideration 

First, the market-value of the land at the date id the publication.'* I 
desire to draw \our j)oiii1<‘d attention to this that .mi far as this Act is ron- 
eerneiL in the l*reainhle it is slated .“wiikkkas if is exp(‘dient to amend 
the law tor the acquisition of land needed for juihlic purfioHcs an<l for 
Companies and for determining the amount of coin])ensalion to he made on 
account of such acquisition; It is hereby cnaeted us follows:” It has Wen 
(dearly laid down here defiiiitelv that the iiiurket value of the land should 
he jiaid. In opening his spwM-h tlie Iloii’hle Minister said that he want<‘d 
to amend this .section. I say he is bringing this Bill in violation f»f this 
swtion and he is juitting down the nriee whirli lie wants to give at only Us. 19 
jier acre, that is, Rs. 3/5/3 per liiglm. I say, Sir, the real intent and purpose* 
of section 299 is not to give arbitrary power to the Hon’ble Minister to play 
havoc w'itb the other people’s j>rop<*rt\ by sheer brute majority of votes Wbind 
Ills back. Tlie Hon’ble Minister wants to take away laklis and lakbs acres 
of land for a mere song, say. Rs. 19 per acre. The real intent and purpose 
of section 299 is to protect the owners of lands, so that the owmers can get 
the value of their lands. I say it Js a case of expropriation if this Bill is 
really allowed to go on. This is my first point. 
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Tliere \h auoiher point and it i.s thin that it is not a repealing Act or an 
exletuliiig Act hut il altogetlier a new Aft. There is already a law' existing 
tor the [mrpoNf (»f acquiring lan<l for public puipose. That Act covers every- 
thing — vvJietlier a land In uicoine yielding or waste land. That Act fixes as 
to liow’ tlie r‘(»jnj><*nsation should be paid. 

So long us it is not a repealing Act| so long as it is not an amending Act 
aniending the jirovisioiis oi the Lund Acmiisitioii Act the j)resent law cannot 
lie eoiisi(h‘red and this Bill must not Im* allowed to go on. These are the two 
points, Sir, which are placed helore you lor consideration. This Bill is illegal 
an<l slioiild iiot In* allowed to he prea-eeded with. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: H uve yon raised any lh»int ot Ordeiy 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sii, >ou should not allow this Bill 
to he ]iroe(*e(h‘d with both on ^noinds ol hiw and nn the gj-oiind of faet. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, m. tar as 1 < onhl iinderviand youi jjoint you 
ohjeel to the iiiteiprelat ion which tin* Jloiride Minister is hying to put on 
tlie ex]»ression “('oipjieiiHution” whndj is inconsisUoil , in your opinion, with 
the provisions oi the Land A<*<juisition Act. D liiat the point ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My ])oinls .Hf lw(r. Tin- tiisl is Diis that 
there is a law already in exisj^-nre and that is the Liin<i .\c(jiii,sition .\ct ot 
1894. It provides ioi act|uisition ot land oj all kinds, waste lands and other 
lands as well ttu jiuhiie pnrjio.se, s and in that law the juiiieiples have been 
laid down as to how a land is to he ae»(uired Thai law reiiiaininn in ioice, 
and this law, not being an aniendinj^ (u a lejiealnte Ail or exioi an extending 
Act, euiinot !)<• jU’iM'eeded with That is judnl .NO 1 LoinI No. II is this 
that il otfends against sei'lion 299(2) ol the ( ln\ ei iiimiil oj iiidi.i Art. therein 
it is stated. "Ni'ithei the J'l'ileial nor a l9o\ineial Leoislaliiie shall ha\e 
jiowiU' III make an.\ law aiil lioi i^iii;.* the com piilsoi \ acquisition tor 
public |)iirpi)se.s oi aii\ land, ot an\ eoinnnK'ial oi iiidustiml undertaking, 
Ol an\ interest in, or in any eoiii|»an\ owning, .iii\ eouimei eml oi iioliist i ial 
undertaking, unh's.s the law joovidt's tor the |ta\iiieiit ol eoinpeiisat ion lor the 
property aiHjuireil and either fixi's the anionnt ot the i oin jiens.ii ion , oi specifies 
the principles on whieh, and tlu‘ nmnnei in which, il is to hi^ deteniiined 
It may he stated on the .side ol the Ministei tlia) he has already fixtal the 
Hinoiiiit and also fixed the juineijiles how the cioi) peiisat ion is to ht* eah ulated 
un(h‘r the new Act, I mean this Bill I sa\, Sii, that all that was intended lo 
he lai<l down h_\ .section 299 is to give due pi*o(e(‘tiou to the owucr.s ot land. So 
eompeiisal ion is to he inter|u<*led not ailntrai il\ , not toi (he puiqio.se of giving 
powers to a Minister to fix an\ aimuint he pleasi's tor tin' jiuipose of acijuiring 
lands because lu* has got a brute inajorilv Is'liind his hack. Section 299 is to 
protect tin* tiwners fi'oin exju'opriat ion It the jui'sent Bill is allowed to he 

jiroeeeded with and pas-stnl, an aiii' of land enn ht‘ a<’quin*(l tor |{s {(I ,is le- 

commended by the Select ( ’onnnitlee. (hat i^ to sa) , the }>riee of a hufioi o! 

land vvonhl he Its .'{-0-9. 'rhi>. is nolhinir hut a slnn-r ease ot «*\)>TOj>riation 

of an owner. The leal intention ol stefioii 299 ot the Government of India 
Act is lo give jiroteelimi (o the owner of IujhIs so tliat a Minister or 
an^ (fovi'i’nmenf cannot for a mere smig take awa\ land.s from of hers. But 
look, here is the easi* where the (Joveriiment is trying fo aeijuire lakhs and 
lakhs ot acres of laml for a mere song. 1 therefore say. Sir, that Section 299 
stands in the wav of this Hill being considered. These are the two grounds. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I know from my learned 
friend his untliority for .saying that tliis Legislature lias got no pow'er to pa.ss 
a law which may directly or indiragtly have the effect of amending any exist- 
ing law. What is the authority y . Merely saying that this .should not he done 
wul not do. May 1 know* from him w hat is the authority by whieli tlie power 
of this House is taken away in regard to this Bill. Simply because it may 
indirectly have the elleet of ameiuling some pro\isiuu.s of the existing law 
namely the liUiul Acqui.silion Act it cannot be said that this House Las no 
power to prtM'eed with this Bill. 
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LAUIT CHANDRA DASs M,\ uuilKirily i-s tlie authority of the 
(joveru(»r of Btuig^al. \ou Jiave toward a liltlo while ago the luenaa^^e from Ilia 
t]x(vlleu('y the (lovfiiior i»t Jivii|ra] bark the Eiiiliuiikiuent Art of 1945 

III ^Nhirli he has aski'd that both the Legislatures uiusl sa\ that llie Embauk- 
tiieul a\(*t of 194-1 Is rejiealed. OtherwiNi* ihe present KinbanknoMit law is 
illegal. As 1 liave said two lav\s (‘aniiot gtixern the pmvinre. Thtuv is already 
die Ijaiid Ariiuisition At i iiud the (iuverniiieul is now roining forward with 
a Hill which conHirts w it h that Art in respect oi compensation to a laud-owner 

• or the land’s that v\ill be tak<‘ii irom him and theretoia^ it cannot la* passed 
oito law without that law Udiie repealed oi amemh'd or cxti'mleil. 

Sir, m,s irieiid ha's a.sk»‘d me loi an answer as to whetloM' this can or cannot 
ne done. Sii, tin* aiiswei has come lo-da\, and that answei* has hemi furnished 
l.\ the (lo\einni 1)\ letimiihg a »-eiiam Act jo this lious,’, sa\ing that >ou 
must see that the Ai t is reji»*alcd, nlheiwisc whateNei \ou do ))\ lfM<) l‘]mhank- 
iiieiit Act woiilil be ilh'^al Ihcti'luie. I sa\ that it \oii aic ) 4 oing to put 
fi'iward a law like this, \(tii cannot do that nnles-s \iiii .innoid f»r repeal tin* 

' M still J.I Act, iiainr!\, ihc Lain! A(i|nisltion Act, 1894 'Thai .\ct <‘\pressl> 
a\s that A<'ii can .ic(|ii)rc land idi joibiic piiiposcs and also la\s down 
|oin(i])les as to how (his should lie done 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Ihenloie. ii fomes to this ihn 
’ii\ iiif'iid has no oliici aulhoiit\ whatcxci exeept what the (ioxernor has said 

• 1 done Sii, an\ ojiinion c\|iiess<*d |,\ ihc <io\«inoi laniiol restrict or allto 
"11 coiiisc (it actit". Tlicicbtic c\(‘n it what ni\ tin'iol sa\s 1 n coiiei I, tin* 
(loM’iiioi Is not Jill antluiiitN h* « xlcnd oi icsim t out aMnui. ’I’licrc is one 

"o\ision whicl, (onlioU the aiithoiitx ot this llousi* and sa \ ,s that it wc can 
iini’iid an Ail (liiccll\. w c <an .iNo do -,o indiic(tl\ H u have the jfower 
'< icjfcal an A(i, wc can aiutuid it in any wa\, b\ passing* a paiallcl Act or in 
iiiN indiit'ct wa\ lliciclorc, so |,ii a'- that (di|c(tion (oncrincd, it has no 
!♦ trs to stand upon . 

S" lai as coiiipcii-.al t«m is (<mccined, the woid ‘pinpci" has been lelt to 
'iiC dlscictioii o| two a (It ln»l 1 1 les, iian»«’i\, ihc le^» ls|.i j n n- jlsclt, of in\ Ic.imed 
h lend si 1 1 1 n with ii s in ihs t di* b \ an <• x ci m se o( hi'' <its( j ct ion whether ( 4*11 
i'"i »a*nt Is .ide(|Uatc ( oiiipeiisa I HUi ot no| . and the sorond aiillmrity is \ested 
in thcitovcnioi b\ means oi h is pre\ ioO" saio I nm 4’he pri’scnl cfunpcrisat ion 
pH'vnled in the Hill s4-cnis to en on the sob* ot gencr(»sit\. At least 
'•lie aiitlio/iiN ba-' eixi’ii its (b‘cision, namels, that it is not inade(|uale, and 
it will be turtbci finaih decided b\ tins lloilso 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OUTTA: i tbn.k the point whn-l. ba.s been 

laised as to wiiethei the lloU'-e i' tompe(»nl to a n law as (*ontem- 

plated in (In.s Hill is a s’t*i \ impoilant one and -(mt* w*i \ impiji laiit juovishm 
laid ibfwn iindei section 299 ot ihc (ioveinimoit <>1 India Aft, I9do, siiys 
•lull the law as t4) the acijiiisit ion <d laTid is within the comj>e(«‘ncv of the 
n gi.slature (d the pro\ ima’, toi that is lu the list of -uhpM’ts which is within 
she 4*4}mpetenc\ ol tin* legislat are 4»f a praticulai piovince. Hut at the .name 
time the (lovernmeiit ol India Act, 1995, was \ei\ careful in making a 
tu'ovision in sub-< laiLse (4) oi seition 299 which would just prevent aliv 
law ot the kind coiitemplaled in this Hdl. No ibnibl the prosince is fpiite 
Mimpeteiit to jKiss aTi> law relatinjr to the ac<juisition oi laud, but there is 
some imrKu tant primars jiriiu iple obligal4>r\ to this jirovision laid dfiwn in 
the Act. The firs^t primiple laiil <l(»wn !> that “Neither (he Federal nor a 
Frovim iai Legislature shall have p<»wer to make an\ law authorising the 
'’<>mpuIsor\ afapiisition tiu publn pin poses ot aii\ laud, or any lau/l, or am 
coiumeivml 01 iiidustiial uiidei taking. f»i any inU-rest in, or in any <s»niptinv 
owing, an> louimeicial or industiial undertaking, unless the law provides 
for the payment of t^imipensation ior the pro|K*itv acijuired .... '* The first 
principle laid down is tlAi.s that the t5loveniment luis no authority to acquire 
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tfiiiy land without com pen «it ion. N(» doubt that the words * ‘proper compel 
Hiition” have not been kid down, lint 1 must »ay, very rif^^htly, there wn 
no jirnitation put to the amount in sub-clause (J) of section 299 and th«j 
the provision kid down is that without compensation no land wiiinot h 
acquitted. But the first principle laid down there is that there caniu; 
be any acquisition without compens»tion. It was careful to piovide agaim? 
any kw liy which this provision of ckuse {2} nmy \ye byjjassed. It doe 
not stop at thatr—just to give (xmipens^ition. Now it may be said that on 
pi(!e may by paid as (smipensiition under the provision of cr^ku.se (2). But i 
order that there cannot be any by|nissing the su])-rkus<* (*/) has been oddci 
which says “Nothing in this seidion sliall affect the provisions of an 
hiw in force on the date of tlie i^ii.ssing of this Act.” So indesul in c^is' 
of aiujuisition of property the (rovernment of India Act was very carefu 
to state that you win 4ic<juire the land or property, but reganling compen 
sation to lie juiid you have not been given any |M)Wer to evade the provisioi 
of the existing law .so in order to judge the legitimacy of the law it ha 
to be seen if it has transgres.sed all or an\ jirovision of any law on tin 
date of the passing of this Act. As to what compens^ition would be paic 
what would 1h* the standard of (sunpen.sation ami what would be the naturi 
of compensation, there is the existing law of the Land Acquisition Ac 
which should be bdlowed. Hy the piovision of section 299 of thi 
(iovernment of India Act the Legislature has not been given any ivow'cr U 
amend or alti*r or make any provision which wouhl evade the pnivision o 
tlie l>and Aciiuisition Act. So tar as the matter of juiisdictioii the mannei 
and the amount <d compen.sation to be awardiul is concerned thev are tlu 
main factors of the A<*t. Whether the whole Act itself is ultra rireii if 
open to decision. I think it is 4i verv imjmrtant mattei and when the (pies- 
tion of (smijMMisatHm comes in it is veiy diHicult to say whether it w'oiilr 
be within the competence ol this House oi an,\ other House ti> make an\ 
provision, evading or eui tailing tlu‘ provision ot tlie Land AccjUisilion Ac 
w’hich very clearly lays down what would lie the amount of com iHoisa tion 
and who would lie tlH‘ competent authority lor adjudication and it is very 
doubtful whether i\ provision ot this .sort could lie enacted which would iii 
in any way d<‘traet from the luoMsions made in the* I^ind Acciuisition Act. 

It should be clearly kid down what kind of land should be accjUired. AvS 
to the compensation, it is a vital matter iuul indeed it is the underlying 
principle of scu tion 299 of the (Iovernment of India Act that no jiroperlN 
sliould Ik‘ acquired without compens;ition 4Uid conqiemsjition dws not imsin 
any insignificant sum. To .Huleguard an\ such action clau.se (4) ol 
section 299 has been providcsl. TLider the clo^ik of observing this provision 
that the eompcmsation may not be* fixed low. this imjiortant siib-claiise (-/i 
was added and tlie jvow’er of the PiMrvincial Legislature and of the Fedeixd 
li<»gisluture was Jimited. So, 1 think at least this provision w'ould be ultra 
ntrs and would be abstdutely ineoinp»‘t(‘nt as it wouhl apjiarentlv aflVet 
the jUHivision of the Land Accpiisition Act which w’as m existence at the 
date of the |>assing of this Act, (Government of India Act, 19‘ir) and this 
(juestion W’as based on the elementary rights of the pcxiple and that right 
cannot be eueiymched u|khi and tvannoi be byjias.sed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As Mr. Kamini Kumar Dulta 
has raised a new' objection and un there is some* confusion about it, I mav 
say a few words, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You ctMnioi npi^ak again. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, he has raised a new 
objection and 1 wish to meet that objection. Now, there are two restric- 
tions pkced ujmn the lit*gisklure in enacting la\ks of this luiture. One 
is that acquisition of land must Iw by paying compensation and two when 
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thf* Bill is introduced it must be with the consent of the Governor or of 
the Governor-Geneml. Sub-section (4) says ^^Notliiiij? in this section shnll 
affect the provisions of any law in force at the <late of the p<issin|f of 
this Act. It further says if there is any law in which such a provision 
has been made wherein eitlier the Governor-General or the Governor did 
not exercise their own disci’ction when the matter was introdiu'ed they 
will not be invalid. This is a savinpr clause for the pi'otection of tin* 
existing law. According to my le«u-iied friend even if Government jmys 
It.s. 1,000 as compensation that will also he invalid and in that (vise for 
appropriate compcnsfition we shall have to wait till l)(K)msday. We <*an 
acquire lands without transgressing clauses (1^) and (.?) of section 299 
of the Government of India Act, 19.35. These two clause^! liave Ijeen 
j)rovided to create a bar against the Legi.slatiire passing laws (»f this 
nature. But if a prior sanction of the Governor, in the <’ase of a Provincial 
1^‘gislatiire and that of the Governor-General in the case of federal 
liCgislature, is obtained, we can certainli ena(‘t such laws — 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: As it is a very inijs)rtant (pH'stion, Sir. 
may T suggest that the opinion of tin* Ad\ocale-(ien(‘ral niii\ be oldained 
liefore we proceed with this Bill. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : W(* an* sufficiently wis(‘ (*noiigh 
to decide this point. 

Tho Hon’bl6 Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I do not think tin* argnmenis 
'it Mr. Das are (sni\iiicing .md s^nind lie could not ]M)inl out tin* .nithority 
\(lieri my friend Mr. Hamidul flini (Miowdhnry re[n*aledl\ cliallen^icd what 
.nithority he had in sUfijHirt ot Ins ob|(*ct ion t-o take* nj) this Bill. Tin* rtvison 
- simple and it is because the Opjmsiiion als<» feels that therf* is nothing 
n sul>-section (4) of section 29ff which bars a Pegislnt ni f* from pro(‘<*(*ding 
with a Bill like thi««. Not wit hstanding the fact that Mr Lahl Phandra Das 
' a \etcmn lawyer lie could not jnnnt otil wliat really was the bar U) tin’s 
legislature enacting this law AjKirt frotn that, Sir. mv friend, .Mr. 
t’howdhur\, has shown you the ahsurdity of the |M)sition .Now let us i^iki* 
tlie Liiid Acquisition A( t IV’^hat is th.it .\cl and what do(*s it say? In that 
Act it is provided that \ou will not only gi\e the market value of tin* thing 
hut also 1’) per cent. o\ei that value and tins ;imonnf yon will have to give if 
\ou are to accjuire an\ latid under that law from a landowmer. Now if in this 
House if a luembei' says that we are going to give the full market value 
iistead of Rs ]() is pro|Mised in the Hill e\en then the* s;inn* objection of 
ilie ripposition would have pic*vailed becviuse under the f*and Accpii.silion 
Act it is laid d<»wn that market value phis 15 peicent should be given as com- 
iM*nsiition. Ts it not absurd that tins fa*gislature js not even conipetfiint 
’<) amend tlial Act? Siili-sect ion t7>of section 2M9 lavs down that “Nothing 
01 this sec’tion shall affec't the jirovisious of any law in force at the* dale 
'f the j>a.s.sing to this Act.” This rVuuicil i.s competent to amend or alter 
iiy law in force at the date of the passing of the (lovernnient of India Act 
acluding the T/,aiid Accjuisifion Act itself AVe r-an amend this Ael in no 
line and in the near future I shall cotiie birward witli an amending Bill to 
fUiend the T^and Aicpiisit ion Act, and f do not think there will be any .serious 
dijection saying that this TIoiisp will not be rsinipefent to amend thaf Act. 
If that Act cvin be amended liy this Honst* J do not see how the saving 
' laiise, T mean sul>-sect ion (4) of section 299 of the Government of India 
A< t, {>aii deprive fliis House of its autluullv f<» proceed with a Bill like 
Hiis as it is before this House*. Sub-se»ctioTi (4) means only this this if 
Hierc is any law at the time of the (vimmeiicement of this Act (the Govern- 
‘aent of India Act) which law lias not followed the preuednre v^'hich has been 
kdd (biwn in Section 299 ^bat will not jiffect that law. Dtherw'ise, as I brive 
can you imagine a siluatiem like this that you will not be able to 
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aiiif*inl Ihf* LaiJfl Acquisition Ac< even it you are prepared to give th 
full rnark<‘< value of a piMjperty as wunpensalion ? If jiiy friend’s contentio 
is upheld, Ihen fhe position will he most awkward. Therefore I feel tha 
my motion is (piite in order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The fioint ^ this: personally I do not think tha 
tfie quest u)n is so simple, and as lionoiiralile nienihers on both the Govern 
rnent henehes as well 4is on the ttpjxisition sirle are aware, that section 29 
IS one ol the most coinplic^iHsl sections in the (Tovernment of India Act 
l9do Hill, and it y(*t remains to he seen what int(*rpietation on this sectio 
is given hy a court of hiw if (‘ver it is hi-oiigiit before an\ court. But th 
H-ouse is aware that it is not the pr<ictic(‘ of I lie (’hair to rule out an; 
Bill as ultra nrtw unless the point is al»solu1ej\ he\ond doubt It ha 
rather been llu' practice* in this Mouse to inlerpret the lules aiul jmwers o 
this House in such a vva> as to widi'ii its jurisdict uui . And following tha 
[iractiei* 1 v\y)uld S'ay that this House is (juite coiiiiM^tent to ininsider th 
Bill that IS before the llou'^e. But ,it the same tiuH* I express m> seriou 
doubts as r(‘gards the inteij)ret.al ion , ot course ibal int(‘rpret.at lon must b 
left to the coiiit of law u bere it ivan be pr(ipeil\ tcsti'd. 

Ml Das, do \ou pioposi' t-o continue your speci b oi ba\<‘ yon finished'" 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: No, Sir I do not piopic-e to foutiime. 
ha\<' nolbmg luither to oit tbi'' point 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ttidei. older Tbeie are >ome amendments to th 
motion t'Or consnb*ral mn Amemlinent No 1 standing in ihe name ol Nfi 
Lalit (diamlra Das is out (d oidei, being an .illogeibei iiegati\e and .No <1 
and the <|Uoiuni laid dou n tbei-e is alx) mil ol onb'r, and the whole House 
no smdi motion can be mo\e«l at this staii<' Uegaiding .No j that is n 
onler, but that has not be<*n mo\ (*d 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sn. lins amendment pjobabl; 
st^mds in the joint name.s ot .Mr. .Nagendiaiiat h .Mahalanidnsh and m_\self 
But as printed, it stamU m the name ot Mi .Malm ia iiobisb onl\ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lust a iiiinule 1 undeisiaiid that Mi. Saiiwil 

luiine has mit 1 m'1‘u pul m the list oi amendments tbiougb o\eisig]j|. So 
Mr. Sanyal ma\ move tin* ani(*ndment at this stage 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: 1 im)\e that the Hill be leisun 
mith'd. In support 1 beg to subniH hist ot all that the Bengal Stat 
Acqui.sition and Tenamx Bdl. I!t4<. is shortl\ ooniing' up befoie th 
Legislali\«* .VsstMubU toi coiixidejat ion .iml passing It eontains 4imom 
othei Hems item .No l(t, naim'l\ . agricultural land and cultixable waste 
in /i7o/v [Hissession (d r(*nt-recen ei s, oi culti\ating tai\ats or cullnatin: 
uiidei-niiyats. 

Section S des<‘nlH*s lands used tor agricultural oi lauds in kha 
possession (d n*ut-recei\ t*rs, cultivating rai,\uts and I’ultivating under 
raiyats, lands which csuisist (d f’orest jungle wateicourses or marshy tract 
with or witliout ]iri\ale rights <d fislu'rv therein and vindv chats or othe 
uncultivable lands. Then su 4 :tmn M deals with maximum quantity o 
agricult UT al lands and I'uitiv.dde wastt*s w hudi may be lield by a rent 
receiver or a cultivutiug raivat or cultnating umler-rat\at and so on am 
.so forth. Then cultivating bind forming on a co-operative ba.sis or <»tl»eT 
wise by (be use id jmvvtu driven mechanical ajiplitames so on and forth 
Then comes item 2*1 {-f) undef item (d comjHMisatiun if the land has bee 
recorded as v^asie laud under the deuoiniuatiun of purat(m or nutan pat> 
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in th» reooW of rigTita prepared or reviaed md ftflUly ptlbliahed under 
Chapter II ap on and ao forth and in the Statement of Objects and Beaaona 
it is kid down tha^ all surplus cultivable knda held by proprietors, tenure- 
holders an|t raiyats in excess of certain prescribed standard should be 
acquired With a view to their distribution, etc. So practically the same 
Bill is coming back in another form and it is no use considering the Bill 
at present and I think it should wait till the Bengal State Acquisition adfd 
Tenancy Bill, 1947, is disposed of, because it will be a mere repetition *»of 
the same Act after passing of the State Acduisition and Tenancy Bill of 
1947 the present Bengal Waste Land Bill will go into oblivion. I^may sajT 
that the Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill is rather a more com- 
prehensive Bill and I think that this Bill should wait for further publio 
opinion and be circulated again after the fate of the Bengal State Acquisi- 
tion and Tenancy Bill is proved. Then, again, the original Bengal Waste 
Land Acqusition Bill, before it was sent to the Select Committee, wanted 
to Require the waste land practically without reference to the Court but 
the amendments made by the Select Committee have nearly brought it in 
line with the existing Land Acquisition Act. The craft is almost the 
siime with very little difference. The Land Acqusition Act of 1894 hai 
not clearly defined the words “public purposes.” It has Wen left to the 
discretion of the certifying authority and the definition has been left to 
the commonsense. But in this Act it has been made cut and dried. In the 
L^d Acquisition Act the business of afforestation and acquisition of land 
afforestation purposes is provided but in all lands where Govermnent 
is the owner, that is khas mahal land existing forest act is enough to 
acmiire kind for afforestation and when State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill 
will be passed all land will be Government land and the Acquisition of 
Waste Land Act will not operate. Then the Forest Act would operate on 
all lands belonging to Government. So, on this score there is no necessity 
of this Bill. 


Then as regards (h) and (c), carrying out of irrigation and drainage 
schemes, provision of sites for the setting up of model villages. It is rather 
regarded as public purpose even under the present Land Acquisition Act. 
&>, this is also covered hy the same Act, without reference to this Bill. 
Then (d) (n;), settlement of land in order to enable such person or persons 

to carry on large-scale farming on a co-(»perative basis or otherwise , 

the pre.sent Lind Accpiisition Act piovides for the acquisition of kind to tho 
companies or societies to carry out farming of this nature. So, this item 
olso not necessary. Only two items which have been added which are 
not under the present land Acquisition Act is (d) (/) and (u) — for the 
acquisition of land for the purpose of re-settling with other persons. But 
this is also provided under the Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy 
Bill. It i.s a mere repetition. This seems to he the only purpose for which 
the BilHias been brought before the House and this Ims been said to be a 
public purpose. Actually speaking, h<vw this can come under public pur- 
poses for the purpose of settling the hind with a group of individuals for 
their personal benefits. This can not he said to be public purposes — at least 
commonsense does not say that, provided it is admitted that settlement 
of any land with other persons for their personal benefits is called a publio 
purpose, then there must he some terms of settlement and the terms of 
settlement are not defined in this Bill. Whether any sakmi sWuld he 
charged for the settlement. If so, how much and what would be the terms 
of such salami and what would be their right on the land. What sort of 
arrangements will* be made about khoi mahal lands. Whether it would 
be heritable and transferable with restrictions as in Jalpaiguri “A'' fonn 
l^ae of khas mahal lands. Whether the tillers will get a better terms of 
whether they will have a permanent right. These are not defined 
in this Bill. These should be clearly stated in the Bill before anv opinion 
be formed on this Bill. It may be said that acquisition of land through 
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Acquisillon Acffs cuftlS^rsome and «o a sliori-cut process is sought 
through Ws Bill. But who makes delay under this Land Acquisition Act? 
It Is rather our experience that a file takes about six^onths to one year 
to travel from one table to another in the same room in the Government 
*J)epartment and if the efficiency of the officers concerned is altered and 
^eome speed is allowed in the transmission, I think the process of acquisi> 
tton may be shortened and quickenedrand when all this can be done through 
the present Land Acquisition Act what is the need of hurrying through 
this Bill when it will go ifito oblivion after passing the Bengal’s State 
Acquisition and Tenancy Bill. Item Nos. (d) (i) and (n) as contemplated 
in the Bill raises a presumption that it is intended to suit lome other 
purpose; the main object is kept behind the screen and the powers vested 
on the Government are likely to be misused on this issue and if may be 
used for purposes other thfin public purposes which people generally under- 
atand it to mean. The implications and wordings had been subjected To 
■examination by various courts for many years and the Land Acqusi^on 
Ait was practically complete and made perfect after the amendment in 
^25. And when that tried Act is sufficient for the purpose stated iq this 
Pll what is the necessity for a separate Bill like this? If the purpose 
referre<l to in the Bill is really to be carried out the minimum area must be 
defined. While introducing the Bill the Hon ’hie Minister said that no plot 
below 100 acres should he taken for the purpose of affoi^station or for the 
erection of new model villages. If thot is so, why not put it in ik}s Act 
and if vou do so it will avoid a lot of misgivings in the minds of the puMic, 
If smaller plots are attached and acquired by Government and settled with 
undesirable persons it will give rise to vexatious litigation and the litiga- 
tion will be never ending. Of course increjise in litigation will increase 
the stamp duty and also serv'e to piiy a sort of dearness allowance to the 
lawyers to the incovenience of the people in general. The Hon ’hie Minister 
being a lawyer himself may have a soft corner for his colleiigues hut the 
people in general would suffer on account of litigation. Hastly there is 
the question why so much of the hind remained uncultivated for so many 
years. Government extracteil revenue from such lands but they did nothing 
for their improvement. So Imth the Government and the landowners are 
jointly responsible for keeping the lands fallow. Why then should the 
landowner alone he punished for keeping the land fallow.^ Government 
have some duty to j>erform. Let Government develop those lands and offer 
them to their owners to cultivate the lands properly within a reasonable 
period and if the owners fail to do ho, those lands may then he accniired by 
Government and then any right that the owners may have may oe taken 
away from them and Government may take away their lauds even without 
compensation, in which case noliody would grudge. It is with these points 
that I again move that the Bill he recommitted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bengal Acquisition of 
Waste Lend Bill, 1947, be reoomm'itted. 


Mr. BI8WANATH ROY: Sir, I rise to support the amendment moved 
by my friend. I also had a similar omendment on similar lines. My reasons 
are that in view of the fact that there have been already tabled a large 
number of amendments, it is all the more necessarj' that the different 
suggestiona by the different members should be taken into consideration ; it 
ii not possible for the House consider aU those amendments properly; 
therefore the members of our party should sit together and see what amend- 
menis are absolutely necessary and unnecessary ones may be omitted. 

Mr. PRlAIDlNTl I suggest that we continue the discussion the day 
lifter tomorrow. 
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It hM Wn suggested to me by th«»Il3iPble 15^ Mjfcister t}mtath*e 
House mwt at 1-15 p.m. instead of at l-45.^.ni. bwause in ywkot, 

the curfe# membdft of the other House fild it difficult to go homeLOTflli 
the cutfeiwegins. Tomorrow we wiU take up the adjournment 
the time fixed for that is 1-45 p.m. so that tomorrow w'e meet at 
hour. Byt the suggestion is that from the day after tomorrow we show 
meet at 1-16 p.m. Mav I have the views of the lenders of the difierent 
groups and parties on this question? 

Mfi KUMAR DUTTA: We have no ohjerlion, Sir. 

Mfy, ^PRESIDENTS But wliat about tomorrow? 

^ -i KUMAR DUTTA: Tomoriow we meet at 1-45 p.m, aa 

akeady fixed. 

♦I may assure jou that those of our party w'ho are not here now wju 
navie no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, for tomorrow we stick to 1-45 p.m. and 
from the day after tomorrow we begin at 1-15 p.m. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-45 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 


The Council then adiourned till 1-45 p.m. on 
1947. 


Tuesday, the 22nd Aprils 
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MElfflEfaiS^SENT. [2^4^ 1947.| 


follo«ring members were absent from the luting held on th» 
WstrAjril, 1947:— . - 

Eeejuddin Bhuiyn. 

(2) Khan i^liadur Syad Abdnr Rastfid Chowdhury. 

(^) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury . 

Mr. Mftngturam Jaipuria. 

(5) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahammad Jan. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. - 

(7) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

49^ Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Gyashuddin Pathan. 

^i) Khan Bahadur Mulkhlesur Rahman. 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(13) Mr. Sultamuddiu Ahmed. 

(14) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(16) Mr. Patiram Roy. 
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^ Tm CotTNciL met in the Lej^ialative Chamber of the Legislative. 

Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 22nd April, 1947, at 1-45 p.m. biing thi"* 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62^2) (a) c^the 
Goverfimept of India Act, 1936. . 

i4r^ President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phasad' Sixiin Roy, k.c.i.b.^ 
was inHhe Chair. 


Adjoummant Motion. 

lKian Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, the cooling plant is dht 
o(*^jjWea and the whole House is very hot. It is very difficult to discuss thft^ 
business of the House ^ 


.Mr. PRESIDENT: T tiiiuk it is an urgent businesH and it has been 
spei^lly fixed today. So we shall try to continue if possible. Mr. Lal^t 
^JJiandra Das. ^ 

lUr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8i Sir, 1 beg to move that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence f 

\ 

^ThO Hon’blo Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, before my friend procee<lit 
^^ortfrer I should like to make a statement which would i)erhap8 make thill., 
adjournment motion unnecessary. Tlie case is now suh judift . The mtiA. 
against whom charge has been levelled have been arrested and are beijV 
•ent up for trial. Therefore there can he no <|uesjion now of the adjourS^ 
luent motion being moved. The matter has been placed before us and the 
law will take its course. We are not going according to the ordinary 
established procedure. I want to make it clear that wo do not pass any 
judgment on the merits of the case and I would request the honourable 
members and the public in general also to reserve their judgment. , 

Me. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. Maw^ 
kno^^ at whose instance these per.s(uiH have been arrested? Has a pmiMI 
fctcie case been established or have the (lovernment taken the initiative tl* 
attest tliem? How can the Hon’ble Minister say “We do not like to go idtpH 
the merits of the case”. Whether the persons have been arrested at tha 
ii^iative of the party. I want to know the fact. ^ 

^Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now, Sir, I would aW 
depr^pate if any person or body draws^ adverse conclusion either against tho 
two persons who are beiBg sent up for trial or worse still against the ptlAiai^ 
as a*whole or any section of the police. If the men are found guilty, they 
alone %ill be held liable for their acts, any generalisation against the entlfe 
bbd^o! the men will be unjustified, improper and mischievous. We have 
detdde# to send up the case to Court and let the law take its own (’ourse. 

/ "Pr. LALIT DHANDRA DA8: May I know in which Court the case hitf 
instituted? 

lElie HlNi*bl# Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYJ In the Court under which the 
jurisdiction fails. Actually, I do not think that makes any difference 
whatsoever. The officers of the Crown have considered the matter. They are 
of opinion that there should be^a trial and steps hav% been taken and even ifgi 
the^^ h s^Mot iakemimy it o(m}d not bi dieonssed as an adjournment 
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‘ Hr. LALIT#HA|tfNA DAtt ^Tom BiAUmSmi 6t the 
[t sei||B that thi case not suh judice. Avoiding to his statemlbt it it 
Mfci^a|)parent that the case is ndt suh judice, ChUf Minister says that 
ro steps have been taken and that the officers of the Crown thinly that there 
^ (?ase against the persons. But the mere arresting of persons is 
let the same as placing the case in a court of law. I enquired qf him in 
vhich couit he has instituted the caSi but he could not answer. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Why should I? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; So long as a Court is not in seisin of a 
it cannoffbe called svh jndice. The Chief Minister thinks that the law 
ifficers of the Crown have only given consent to start such a case. I think. 
>ir, you will hold with us that the case is not really suh judice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Has the case been already sent up and has the Court* 
aken cognisance of the matter? 

Tta Hoil’bln Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDYC The men is under arrest'atid 
► understand they are to be placed before the Magistrate today. 

LALIT CHANDRA DA8s So, the case is not suh judice. '* « 

?• Mr. PRE8IDENTS Mr. Das, from what I just heard from the Chief 
dmister it is clear that the persons have been arrested and the case h^ 
Iready been instituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: No, Sir. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, more than that. I say 
hat the procedure is that even if the Government signifies that the Case will 
e send up for trial it will become suh judice. Kven in those cases 
djournment motion falls through. Because tlie merits of the case cannot 
0 discussed thereafter. It will be useless. It will be prejudicial and 
lisdiievoiiH it the merits ot the rase ar<‘ discussed wh(*u the Govornnient 
ropoHo. to SCII.I up 11,,. CIH,. fur iri;i). In this ])iirticular case it lias already 
een s<uit up. 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS Then it is all right. 

J^AMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Of course the rule as to resolutions is 
his: It s.mll not refer to any matter which is under adjudication by a 
DUrt of huv, ndc rule H9(c). Hut as to adjournment motT2|8* 
uic part V II, rule 99, the restrictions on the right to move the adjournmikt 
t" the Council are of a different character. In rule 99 there is nothiSk 
imilnr to the provisions as contained in rule 89(r). The restrictions ^ 
10 right to inove adjournment motions are of a different character from 
'strictions in case of otlier resolutions. Moreover my first contention would 
p that tin's rule 99 in part YTI is a 8elf-<‘ontained rule. 

^ Mr. PRE8IDENTS Wk at sub-rule (r) of rule 99. 

^ KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA. That is by implication but in *tbi« 
articular c ase, I mean the adjournment motion moved by Mr. Lalit Chahdja 
las it is not confined to the culpability of that particular individual w’ho is 
mcerned. He may be found guiltyj be may be foxmd innocent but th© 
atnmistrahon may l>e found guilty irrespective of the fact whether he ii 
mnd guilty or not. 

Mr. PRE8I DENTS Mr, Dutia, you will realise that aa adjournment 
lotion can only be mbved on a definite matter of urgent public importance. 

; So fhis adjournment motion would not have beea 

Imis^ble at all if it U’ere^not definite. And here 1 would draw youf atten* 
on to the language, namely, “the serions siiuatiup arising thn 
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bflilua^timSliiuiiitted by thto Pnajabi Armed Police offpie OoTemment of 
on the night #f I4th April last forcibly entering into tiie 
premises No.* 100, HaiIRson Read^ M 'Central Calcutta caused by the butt end 
^ of their rifles and other means injuries to the persons of several unoffending 
men, women and children of that premises and, what is most shocking ana 
revolting, «aped on lady inmates of the same/’ 

It is very specific. 

Mr. KAMINI ICUMAR DUTTA: The resolution is very specific but as 
5'et we do not know. Sir, against wliom the Government has really moved 
the Criminal Court, if at all they have done so. Is it against the Punjabi 
"’Armed Police or is it against anybody else or is it that they have really 
lodged a complaint against a fictitious person just to show that they are 
moving heaven and earth at the same time knowing full well that the 
case will fail. These tricks are well known to those connected with the 
law courts. To play the trick you just have a case started against \ 
fictitious man against whom the case will not stand. We wish to know 
from the Home Member against whom really, the Magistrate has been moved ^ 
and are they the Punjabi Armed Police implicated in this affair. Are they 
the persons who committed the offence at that house on that particular 
night? If really the Magistrate has been moved against an imaginary 
peraon the case would not stand and the real offenders may go scot free. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you mean by an imaginary person? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The Home Membei' said that some 
persons have been arrested but it may be that tlie Punjabi policemcui have 
not been arrested. It may be that some Bengali policemen have beep^ 
arrested oi' some fictitious peoj)le who may be found innocent. 

Tht Hon;ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The motion is directed 
against certain persons who are alleged to have invade<l the premises and 
who are alleged to have committed certain acts. An enquiry was conduob^ 
thereafter and the enquiry was made as soon as the complaint was made and 
on the basis of that enquir>' certain |)erHons have been sent up for trial. 
The whole case thereafter becomes suh judice. Now if you say you liave 
sent up those two persons against whom the lady and some other persons 
com^jl^ned and there is some sort of evidence Init we say no I am going to 
the conversation here or the speeclies here on the basis of two 
against wliom tliere is no complaint at all, vou are not entitled * 

to that. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: You say ‘Certain |H*r8oiis” but the 
motion is against the Punjabi Armed J^olice. Is the case started against 
them or against some Hindu officers? This may be your trick, as usual. 

Tilt HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, I may say that the two 
Punjabi Moslems of the armed force against whom the complain ts have been 
made have been placed under arrest and are being sent up for trial : I think 
that would be enough. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT8 In the circumstances I do not think the adjournment 
motion can be mwed. The matter is certainly iuh judice in view cf the 
statement .iqade by the Hon’ble (.’hief Minister. 

Mil Lalit 0HANDRA OA8: So long as the case is not in the seisin 
I do not think that, is sub judice. It m»y be that4t !« 
the Uitentioa of 'IBoveminent to change^- » 
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Mr. PRCSI9EllTs I asked the HonJJble Ohi^l Minister ovii^anj ^ 
^aiii to make the point clear and he has ^finitely assured me Anxlfiialso'th 
House that tliose persons^ have been arWllei and hUve ])een sent np fo 
trial. So the case is now before a court of law. Is that so^ 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, that is so. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: So, that pu^ an end to the matter. 

Tlie House stands adjourned till 1-16 p.m. tomorrow or rather why no 
go on with the Waste iiand Billi it if* on the agenda of today? 

The HOfl’blO Mr. H* 8. 8UHRAWARDY. My ideals that if ai 
adjourinneiit motion fails the House is not automatically adjourned; tin 
business of the House proceeds. Adjournment motion means that' tht 
business of the House is adjourned for some time to discuss a paitifulai 
matter but when it is finished or does n()t come otf or fails, business Droceeds, 

Mr. KAMINi KUMAR DUTTA. loday it was decided to take up this 
adjournment ijiotion only and some business has been placed on the agenda 
only to enable the adj(nirument motion being discussed. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir, that was the arrangement. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 think we need not pursue the point. In view of 
the fact that the cooling apparatus has failed and the adjournment motion 
has failed too, let ns not take up an\ other business toda> . As it w^as an 
urgent matter of public imjmrtume, that is wliy 1 suggested that we should 
proceed w'ith our l)usiiu}.ss in spite of the failure of the cooling plant. The 
House is therefore adjourned till 1-15 ]).m. tomorrow-. 

Adjoumment. 

The (hium il then adjourned till 1-16 p.m. on Wednesday the ‘J3rd*Ai)ril, 
1947. ‘ -T ' 

Members absent. 

The follov\ing lm*nlh(M^ were absent from the nu'eting hold on the 2‘^nd 
April, 1947: — 

(I) Mr. jj. IV S. Bourne. 

(VM Khan Bahadur Syed Ahdur Bashid C'howdhurv. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid rhowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Kric Deniiot Doyne. 

(5) Mr. Muiigturam .luipuriu. 

(0) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh 3iluhammud Tan. 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir.* 

(8) Alhadj Yur Ali Klian. 

(9) Mr. Nugendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(II) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(12) Dr. Eumud Sankar Ray. 

(13) Mr. Patiram Roy. 
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FiM SesskNi, 1947— N<k 31. 


The CoUNi'iL met in the Lepslative rimmber of I he lie^n^Iative Buitd- 
ln^,^ (’iileutia, on Wednesday, ‘^drd April. IM4T, at l-ld p.ni., hem^'- Ihe day 
oi the First Session of lt)47, pursuant to section (n) ot the lioverninent 

of India Act, 

Mr. Frt‘sitlent (tfu* Hon'ltle Sir IIijoy I’kasM) Sim.ii Uo\ , k.c.m .) was 
•n the Chair. 


Failure of the cooling plant. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS (trdcr, order, I do not find 8ufh<ient attendance 
today so I do not tliink ue sliould ])roceed with the business in the circuins- 
lances. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, whs the aii < ondition is 
not workiiif^ an emjuiry should be made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What happened yesterday ^ 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID. Yesterday it worked during tin* nn*(*tin^^ of 
the Assembly. The o}>erators attended during the Assembly nii'eliiifj: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T request the Secndary to sei* to it. It is imjios- 
sible to carry on the bu.Hiness of the House unless the air-condition 
tunctions. 1 understand that it is the business ot the Assi'inbly Dejiart- 
iiKMit, 1 would leijuest the Se<*retar\ to f.’i't into touch with the St*cretary 
ot the Assembly Di'jiartment about this matter. 1 think it is tin* p'lieral 
opinion (d all sections of the House that unic.ss the <*oolinf.r apparatus is 
working it is not desirable that the House should im‘ct. 1 .sliall tind it 
^er\ difiicult to come in and work. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-b’> on Friday next. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till L’-lo p.m. on Friday, the 

mr. 


L'oih April, 



582 MEMBEfiS ABSENT. [23ed Apbil, lUI.] 

Itanlwrt aiiMfil. 

The followiu/^ members were absent from the meeting held on the 25rd 
April, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khun Bahadur Syed Abdur Ritshid Chowdhury. 

(d) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Yusuf All (’howdhurv. 

(>'f) Mr. 1). ,1. Cohen, o.w.e. 

(by Mr. lleimuidra Kumar Das. 

(7) Mr. Baiikim Chandra Dalta. 

(8) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dull. 

(9) Mr. Kainini Kumar Duila. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Kazal Kllahi, 

(11) Mr. Mungturam .lai])una. 

(12) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mnhaimiiad dan. 

(Id) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(14) Alhadj Yur Ali Klian. 

(lb) Mr. ^ageudra Natli Mahaloindush 
(lb) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(17; Khan Bahad ur Mukhl(‘Mir Bahinan 
(liS) Dr. Kumud Saiikar Kay. 

(19) Mr. BiswunaUi Koy. 

(20) Miss Ktlud Kcdierthon, c.s i* 

(21) Mr. Satisli (diandra Son 

(22) Mr. La lit (’’hand i a Das 
(2d) Mr. Satish Chandra dana 

(24) Kai Hahailur Brojendia Moiian Maitia. 

(2b) Mr. IJaridas Majumdar. 

(20) Mr. Hijoy Sin^di Nahar. 

(27) Kai Bahadur dojjondra Nalh Koy. 

(28) Mr. Amulyadhono Koy. 

(29) Mr. Biron Koy. 

('dO) Mr. Patiram Koy. 

(31) Mr. Birendra Kishoro Koy C’howdhury. 

(32) Mr. Churu Chandra Sanyal. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[25th Apeh, 


(h) Is he aware that the Paltandar stated in defence 

that he refused to surrendei his atpK d^tcfe and paddy as he had no faiidi 
in the oflice-bearers of the said Co-ot)eittive Store? 

(c) It he aware that the Secretary of the said Co-opeiMtive Store was 
a clerk under the Faridpur Civil Court and dismissed for dishonesty? 

* (d) Is he aware that the treasurer of the said Store was also prosecuted 

on a charge of bribery at the time of distribution of seeds from the District 
Agricultural Farm? 

{e) Is he aware that such attempts at forcible procurement of the stocks 
^ peasants are causing panic and unrest among the villagers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) and {h) No. No such cnse 
wa»^ instituted against Durga Charan Paltandar. He agreed to join the 
Self-help Co-operative community voluntarily. At the time of pooling 
paddy to the commuon pool there were a few cases of small-pox in his house 
and lie took time for the pooling. Subsequently he was reported to have 
sold a portion of his paddy in the black-market. The fact was reported 
by the (’o-operative Department to the Subdi visional Officer. Since the 
seiieme was of a voluntary charac’ter and of an experimental nature the 
Subdivisional Officer did not start any case against Durga Charan Paltandar 
but asked him to show cause. Durga Charan Paltandar stated that he 
had no (onfidence in the Secretary of the <‘ommunity but had joined a 
4)i|jghbouri ng community. The matter ended at that. 


< (c) Yes. Hut the socieU^ is being run by an elected body who have 
flipsen him us Secretaiy. The officers of the* Co-operative Department and 
the Executive Authorities are exereising adequate control to see that the 
■affairs of the society are not mismanaged. No complaint has so far been 
'Received from the members against the Secretary. 

id) No. 

(c) No such attempts have lieen made. 

HARIDAS MAZUMDAR. Sir, I {*annot titllow the meaning of the 
-*^®ply Durga ( liaran Puilaiidar stated that he liail no contidtuice in the 
secretary of the community.” i think it .should be committee. 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No, it is all right. 


Approved dealers in feodgrams and kerosene in Faridpur. 

91. Mr, BIREN ROY (on l^alf of Mr. Humayun Kabir): {a) Will 
ilie Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased 
to state if he is aware that a large number of approved dealers in foodgrains 
and kerosene in the Sadar subdivision of Faridpur had their dealership 
cancelled in tlie month of October, 1944, by the Sadar Subdivisional Officer? 

(6) Is he aware that names of these dealers were struck off the list of 
approved dealers without any cause being assigned for the step? 

(c) Is he aware that over thirty such dealers moved the District Magis- 
tinte in October, 1944, by filing petitions with proper court-fees requesting 
him to enquire into the causes of the step taken by the Subdivisional Officer? 

(d) Is he aware that there have been petitions by villagers with proper 
court-fees and registered letters to the District Magistrate protesting against 

driers who have been selected by the said 
Subdiviaional Officer in place (^f the dealers struck off the list? 

(f) Is it a fact that definite allegations were made against these new 
dealetp in these petitions apd letters ? ^ 

S®* Wen |aken on these petitions Usm the dealers and 

from the vaiafersf ^ 
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Tht Mr< ABDUL appears from the offioa 

records tbat only 30 dealers were^Sa&li^ in the month of October, 
bj the then Subdiviaional Officer, Sadar. 

(h) There wei‘^B several cases of substitution for which no relson had 
been assigned. Besides these, 15 dealers tendered their resignation, whilf 
one died. 

(c) Nine dealers who were thus replaced filed petitions before the then 
District Magistrate with court-fee stamiis. 

(d) No. There is no petition of the villagers in the Collectorate or kslk 
the Subdivisional Office. 

(e) Not known, as no such petitions are available. 

(/) The petitions received from the dealers were filed by the order of tho^ 
District Magistrate. As those received from the villagers are not traceable, " 
it is not possible to say what action, if any, was taken on them. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Arising out of answer in (o), will the Hon’ble 
Mini.ster be pleased to state what is the total number of dealers in FaridpurP 
He has stated that only 30 dealers were changed during that one month. 
want to know what the total nuinher is? 

The Hon’bie Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: The answer to (his. T believe, is 
in the answer to Question No. 03, where wt have given lists of dealers. # 

Mr. BIREN ROY; I want to know the total nuinher in Faridpur district. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The Hon'hle Minister iust now said that the answer 
can he found in the answer to (Question No. 03, where a full list of dealers, 
including that lor Fnridpiir, has been given. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; It earinot lie eoiie< t, Sii, heeansp in (luit list there 
aie only 7 (h-alers UtiiiKMl tor Kaiidpu? hut 30 tlealer.s were changed in one 
month at Faridpui’. How can it he. Sir? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: This is the nnmhe r at present and 
if the hoiutuialde meniher wants furtlier information I am afraid I shall hav<!!^ 
to ask for notice. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: M y (pie.stion has not yet been answer(*d. I w'unted 
to know the total number rif dealejvS. If the total mimher is 7, how can 30 
dealers }»e changed.^ 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: That was in 1044. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What wn.s the total number of dealers then? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: 2 have already said that I ask 
for notice. 

Standanl oloth for Faridpur. 

92. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir): 

Will the Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies 
he pleased to state — 

(a) how many bales of standard cloth were sent to Faridpur Sadar by 
the Provincial Government; 

(5) bow many of them have already lieen sold to wholesalers and 
retailers ; 

(c) bow many are still held in stock hv the Faridpur Central Co-operative 

Bank, the handling agents or Government for standard cloths; 

(d) whether any audit of the accounts have been made; and 

(«) whether Gomiiment propose to order an euqui|v into*past transfln* 
tions aiill^xisting stocks in view of^rsial^ rumour that there 
is a big shortage due to mishandlini;? ^ ^ 
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[25th Afsil, 


Tlw Hm'M* Mr. ABOUL'tMFMJl^l 

1M6« 


Ifi) 3,010 bales up till 30th June, 


(h) 2,942 bales have been sold to retailers up to 30jll June, 1946. There 
is no wholesaler in the subdivision for standard cloth.' 

(c) On 30th June, 1946, the bafiince stock was 23 bales with the Central 
Co-operative Bank and 45 with another handling agent. 


(d) Yes. Accounts of the Central Co-operative Bank were audited by 
Calcutta firm appointed by the Registrar of Co-operative Societies in 1945. 

(e) Past transactions have already been audited. No shortage has yet 
been found. An Inspector of the Department, however, is engaged at 

H^peeent in checking up the acdounts of the standard cloth right from the 
beginning as the stanaard cloth business is going to be wound up soon. 


ttorage and carrying agents of foodstuffs. 

18. Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Ohowdhury)! Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies 
Department be pleased to state — 

(n) the names of all the individuals or firms wdth whom Government 
have entered into contracis for storage and for carrying of food- 
stuffs under the Civil Sup])lies Department ; and 

(6) how many of them are Muslims and how many non-Bengali Hindus? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUt COFRAN; (a) A statement is laid on the 
Table. 


(5)- 

Muslims _ , 99 

Non-Bengali Hindus ... 76 

Hindu-Muhlim joint concerns ... 9 

Non-Bengali Hindu and Bengali Hindu joint concerns ... 10 

Muslims amalgamated with Bengali Hindu and non-Bengali 

Hindu ... 1 


St4iteMent tef erred to in reply to question No. 93. 
Names of Agents. 

Calcutta. 


(1) Messrs. M. Hussain. 

(2) Messrs. Gopalgunj Boat Owners’ Association. 
(31 Messrs. W. L. T. Corporation. 

Darjeeling. 

(1) Messrs. S. £. Das Gaganath. 

(2) Messrs. Biseswar Nandalal. 

(3) Messrs. Khetsidas Jaichandlal. 

(4) Mr. Bimfl Olilose (Labour Contractor). 
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24*Parganai, 

(1) Mirxa All Akbar. ^ 

(2) Itassrs. Hai Sahib Panchauan Sadhukhan. 

(3.) H. €. 8idk4kha]i. 

(4) Subdul Al^mad. * 

(5) Sk. Osman Ali. 

(6) Messrs. F. C. Haider and Sons. 

(7) Messrs. H. P. Kouch and Co. 

(8) Khan Sahib A. M. Ahmed. 

(9) Messrs. Dalai and Kazi (Hindii-Muslim Joint Co.). 

Mgmenstngh, 

(1) Messrs. A. S. Joseb Brothers. 

(2) Messrs. B. B. Pal. 

(3) Aleasrs. Sukdeo Kusal Chand. 

(4) Messrs. B. C. Agarwala. 

, (5) G. K. M. C. Saha. 

(G) Messrs. National Miscellany. 

(7) Messrs. Cbandan Mai Mnichaml. 

(8) Me.ssrs. K. K. Diksit. 

(9) Messrs. D. C. Sen, 

(10) Messrs. K. C. Arharjee. 

(11) Messrs. G. C, K. C. Roy. 

(12) Messrs. Gopilal Chandnial. 

(13) Me.ssrs, Sheogolam Bhukat. 

(14) Messrs. R, M. Das and Sons. 

(15) Messrs. Puran Bhakat, 

(16) Messrs. Ajit Kumar Saha. 

(17) Me.ssrs. Hirulal Mangilal. 

(18) Messrs. Sailen Bose and Co. 

(19; Messrs. B. K, Bose and Co. 

(20) Messrs. Prithiraj I^asmipath. 

(21) Messrs. J. Ahmed and Co. 

(22) Messrs. Sabedali Bhuiya, 

(23) Messrs. B. D. Bagla. 

(24) Messrs. K. C. Dutta. 

(25) Messrs. Azahar Ali. 

(26) Messrs. Ramdas Samseo Prasad. 

(27) Messrs. Baikuntha Chandra Tariiii Mohan MonOal. 

(28) Messrs. Ramjatan I^al. 

(29) Messrs. Sk. I/ebn. 

(30) Messrs^* Bhagaban Chandra Roy. 

(31) Messrs. B. L, Sinha Roy. 

(32; Messrs. Keramat Ali Talukdar. 

(33) Messrs. J. L. Acharjee. 

(34) Messrs. Mymensingh Transport Co. 
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{55)^6ssri. S. S. HuMain. 

(36; Messrs. Mymensingh River Service^ 

(37J Messrs. Habibur Rahman. 

(38) Messrs. S. N. Bhattacharjee. 

(39) Messrs. A. B. Das. 

(40) Messrs. Associate Transgprt Co. 

(41) Messrs. Syed Safiuddin Ahmed. 

(42) B. N. Sen and Sons. 

(43) Afran Khan and Co., Ltd. 

(44) Messrs. Eastern Agency. 

(46) Messrs. S. R. Gupta Banik. 

(46) Kishoreganj Subdivisional Wholesalers Co-operative Multipuqx)se 

Society. 

(47) Messrs. Kishoreganj Wholesale Merchants’ Syndicat-e. 

Bogra, 

(1) Padmapara Central Co-oj^rative Bank, Ltd. 

MifJrmpore. 

(1) Ramlal Gokul Chand. 

(2) Messrs. A. C. Pal. 

(3) a ray an Ch. Ghose. 

(4) Bistu I’ada liana. 

(6) Hashem Ali Beg. 

(6) Pannalal Bhyan. 

(7) Monohar Tiull Golab Rai. 

(8) Bijoy Kisto Rana. 

Jessore. 

(1) Messrs. Suuiti K. Roy. 

(2) Zukaria Hazi Soleinan. 

(3) Messrs. Kedar Nath Roy and others. 

(4) pulipada Bag. 

(5) Messrs. Abdul Aziz. 

(6) Motilal Ghosilal. 

(7) Messrs. Abdul Kasem. 

(8) Messrs, MozafFor Hossain. 

(9) Dulal Chandra Sinba. 

(10) Messrs. Amulya Ratan Saha. 

(11) Messrs. Bhidarmal Khaitan. 

(12) Messrs. Saralat Hossain Dafadar. (No agreement entered as ytt.) 

(13) Messrs. Keshab Ch. Paul. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(14) Messrs. K. N. Dutta. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(16) Messrs. Tarini K» Dut^ (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(16) Messrs. Badaruddin Alimed. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(17) Sailkupa Multipurpose Society. 

(18) Messrs. Naresh Ch. Kundoo. (Agreement is undsf preparation.) 
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Munhidahad. 

(1) Haxi Sk. Abdul Quadir. 

(2) Maulvj^|>oIa Rahaman. 

(3) B. C. jSbatterjee. 

(4) M. N. Bbagwangola. 

(6) J. N. Saha. 

/6) Babu Sbyamapada Saha. 

(7) Muralidhar Gupta. 

(8) Messrs. Chunnilal Bhanwarial. 

(9) Rai Sahib M. L. Jain. 

(10) R. N. Singh. 

(11) M. A. Khaleque. 

(12) Sk. Omar Ali. 

(13) Reazuddiu Sarkar. 

(14) K. M. Parakh. 

(16) M. L. Jain. 

(IG) Suwalal Kanailal. 

(17) Goal Badan Trivedi. 

(18) T. N. Sen. 

(19) P. N. MukLenee. 

(20) Jahiirilal Kanhailal. 

(21) Messrs. Jaliarnial Dhanraj. 

^ Faridpur, 

(1) Messrs. Mohammad and Ihrahim Siddik Jamal. 

(2) Makhanlal Go\inda Ram. 

(3) Oiitral To-operafive Bank. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Yu.suff Ho'^.snin Chowdhurv. 

(5) K. M. Kundoo and R. Biswas. 

(6) Mainuddin (Jhowdhury and Bhuban Mohan Saha. 

(7) A. R. Chowdhury. 

Eajshahi, 

(1) Messrs. Agarwalla Seraogi A Co. 

(2) Messrs. Babulal Agarwalla. 

Dinajpur. 

Nil.* 

Dacca. 

(1) Messrs. Bankim Chandra Das. 

(2) Messrs. Haldai Transport, 

(3) Messrs. A. W. Makertich. 

(4) Messrs. North Bengal Transport. 

(6) Messrs. Swalal Sarogi and I^kshmikanta Chatterjee. 

(6) Messrs. H. €. Sarkar and Gobradhan Lai Sarogi. 

(7) Messrs. Bengal Engineering and Transport Corporation. 

(8) Messrs. T. Hossain Kassim A Co. 

(0) Mesars. Friends United \ Co. 

0 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[25tH Ami, 


Hoogkly, 

Messrs. S. M. Nabi Chowdhury & Bsos. 

(2) Messrs. Allied Trading & Co. 

(d) Late Hazi Mirza Zahadur Rahim. 

(4) Bhola Nath Paul and Pai^ner Roushan Ali. 

(5) Akinchan Goswami. 

(6) Ajit Ganguly. 

(7) Abani Bhusan Sarkar. 

(8) Kishori Mohan Ear. 

(9) Rezak Ali Khan. 

Burdwan. 

(1) Jiban Mall Dhanraj. 

(2) P. P. Garai. 

(3) Ram Nath Goenka. 

(4) Kulooram Onkarmall. 

(6) 8. K. Bhuiya. 

(6) Upjdetwala H. E. E. 

Howrah. 

(1) Messrs. M. M. Ishpabaui. 

(2) A, R. Pramanick. 

Chittagong. 

Nil. 

Maldu. 

Nil. 

Bank lira. 

Nil. 

Bakarganj, 

(1) Messrs. Arjuneswar Saha. 

(2) Bamergunj and Sundarbans Central Co-operative Sale aod Supply 

Society, Ltd. 

Nadia. 

(1) P. K. Bhattacherjee. 

(2) Messrs. Chokravartv A Bros. 

(3) Maulvi Khorsed Ahmed. 

(4) Messrs. Kuver Bank. 

(5) Messrs. B. K. Mukherjee A Sons. 

(6) Babu Sibchandra Roy Singh. 

(7) Babu Bhola Nath Garoi. 

(8) Messrs. Banawari I^al Be & Bros. 

(9) Babu Sanjit Kumar pramanick. 

(10) Babu S. C, Mukherjee. 

(11) BajU Karim Joardar. 

(12) Fakir Mohammed Mondal. 

(13) J. K. Banka. 
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(14) J. D* Kundoo. 

(15) B. N. Matadin. 

(16) Nagendra Nath Saha!^ 

(17) Sagar Hall Matadin. 

(18) Sanjib Kumar Biswas. 

(19) P. K. Ray. 

(20) H. C. Sarkar and Sons. 

(21) R. C. Sanyal. 

(22) Baijnath Srigopal. 

(23) Hardwari Lai Agarwala. 

(24) M6ulvi Mozamniel Haque. 

(25) Babu Hemanta Kumar Roy. 

(26) Sayedali Biswas. 

(27) Maulvi Fate Ali Biswas. 

(28) Kiistia Mercliauts’ Association. 

(29) Marwari Merchants’ Association. 

(30) Messrs. Abdur B a liman & Co. 

(31) Maulvi Rejiwan Alizehan Chowdhury. 

(32) Sagarmall Giridhari l.al. 

(33) Messrs. Kumaresli Chandra Mukherjee and Sons 

(34) Fakri Mohammed Biswas. 

(35) Mosarraf Hossaiu Chowdhury. 

(30) Modaii lial Agarwala. 

(37) L. K. Kundoo. 

N oak huh. 

(1) Dr. Md. Sekandar. 

(2) Babu Jogendra Kumar Majumder. 

(3) Maulvi Md. Ershad Hossain. 

(4) Messrs. Radha Ballav Saha and Hari Das Saha. 

(5) Messrs. Hazi A. Gani and Kniijalal Saha. 

(6) Babu Harendra Nath Ghose. 

(7) Mes.sr.s. Abdul Selam and Hazi Asraf Ali. 

(8) Md. Abdul Kader. 

(9) Maulvi Ali Azzam Bhuiya. 

(10) Messrs. Jalal Ahmed and Hazi A. Sobbahau. 

(11) , Messrs, Nazi Ahmed aild SuUan Miah. 

(12) Maulvi Idris Miah Dafadar. 

(13) Messrs. Narendra K. Pandit and K. K. Das. ' 

(14) Maulvi A. Mot abb and M. Haque. 

(15) Sarat Chandra Saha. 

(16) Phanindra Bhusan Bose. 

(17) Messrs. Narayan Ch. Saha and G. C. Saha. 

(18) Messrs. Krishna Madhab Bhowmik, Ensar Ali Manjhi and !)?♦ 

Sultan Ahmed. 

(19) Uj>endra Lai Nandi. 

(20) Munshi Abdur Rahaman. 
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Abdur Basliid Pandit. 

<22) Maulvi A. Baten Sadagar. 

<23f Md. Montas Miah. 

(24) Hazi Ealimuddin Sadagar. 

(26) Maulvi Aftabuddin Ahmed. 

(26) Babu Kshetramohan SaWi. 

Jalpaiguri, 

(1) Messrs. 0. Singh A Co. 

^2) Messrs. Sitaram Hanuman Prasad. 

(3) Messrs. Alipur Doar Court Rice and Oil Mills, Ltd. 

Rangpur, 

(1) Babu Anukul Chandra Bhadra. 

(2) Maulvi Md. Jesmat Ali Talukdar. 

(3) Babu Anil Kumar Ghosh. 

Khulna. 

(1) Messrs. 1). Ahmed. 

(2) Messrs. Jonabali Sardar. 

(3) Messrs, Khulna Trading Syndicate. 

(4) Messrs. Gopal Ch. Radhu. 

(6) Messrs. Pramatha Nath Das. 

(G) Messrs. Benoy Bhusau Bardhan. 

(7) Messrs. Saligram Arya. 

(8) Messrs, Ghasilal Tadi, 

(9) Messrs. Khulna .lute Co. 

(10) Messrs. 8, Kazi. 

(11) Messrs. K, P. Stores. 

(12) Messrs. Dr. .load Hossain. 

(13) Messrs. Md. Ismail Miah. 

<14) Messrs. Monoranjan Mirdha. 

(15) Messrs. B. K. Paul. 

(IG) Me.ssrs. K. C. Saha, 

(17) Messrs. Aieh and Praraanick. 

(18) Messrs. M. L. Mitra. 

(19) Messrs. R. K. Kabiraj, 

(20) Messrs. J, N. I’oddar. 

(21) Messrs. 8hy»mlal Saha. 

(22) Messrs. M. L. Bhanja. 

(23) Messrs. A, K. Bhanja. 

(24) Messrs. Abdul Gafur. 

Pahho, 

(1) Civil Supply SyndicatoT 

(2) Waaed Ali Alnlul Gofur A Co. 

(3) Haii Rahimuddin. 

(4) Haii Ajhar Ali. 
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ChampaUl Baid. 

<d) 3, B. Saha & Co. 

(7) J. N. Chowdhnry. 

^8) Central Co-operatiye Bank. 

(8) Atindra Lai Pakrashi. 

<10) E. D. Chowdhury and K. P. Takardar. 

Comilla. 

(1) Babu Adinath Dutt. 

(2) Khan Saheb Jonab Ali Munshi. 

(3) Birendra Krishna Roy Chowdhury. 

{4) Rabindra Ch. Bhattacherjee. 

(6) Maulvi Mafijur Rahman Sirkar. 

(G) Messrs. Eastern Salt Syndicate. 

(7) R. Goswaini. 

Birbhum. 

(1) Babu Dharinadas Dalai. 

(2) Omer Behari. 

(3) Harekchand Guneshmall. 

(4) Babu Puma Ch. Singha. 

(5) Sugar Chand Anchalia, 

(G) Messrs. Radhapada Gurupada Chandra 

(7) Messrs. Kauai I/al Gouri Sankar. 

(8) Narayau Prashad (’handra. 

(9) Bijoy Gopal Chandra. 

(10) Dhajadliari Dutta. 

(11) Rajchandra Sarkar. 

(12) Manaranjuu Nath. 

(13) B. K. Mukherjee. 

(14) T. P. Chatterjee. 

(15) Messrs. Economic Stores. 

(IG) Central Co-operative Bank. 

Deputy Directorate of Stores^ C. & IP. B, \includiny C, S, Dy^{lihnlnd)], 

Calcutta and E.R.A. 

• # ♦ 

(1) Akbar Mirza Ali. 

(2) Arratoon & Co. 

•(3) Bajoria Trading Co. 

•(4) Baldeoram Biharilal. 

(6) Barari Bros. 

•(6)' Bengal Dal MiU. 

(7) Dhutoria Bros. 

* (8) Bhur (Jr.) S. (Agency under tennination.) 

* Agents under the Old Agreement and their contracts will bo 

omooUed as soon as their stock are cleared from their godowns. 
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< ^(9) jthwalka Bros. 

*(1D) Bhothra Trading Corporation. 

*(11) Calcutta Rice Dealers’ Association. (Agency '‘under termination ) 
*(12) Chowdliury, S. C. 

*(13) Cohen A Co., Ltd. (Agency under termination.) 

*(14) Dada, H. K. 

(16) Dutt, A. E. 

*(16) East Asiatic Co. 

*(17) Food Supply Stores. (Agency under termination.) 

*(18) Gaggar & Co. 

*(19) Gulab Trading Co. (Agency under termination.) 

•(20) Gupta Bros. 

•(21) Harry, S. D. 

*(22) Jain, A. C. 

•(23) Kalla & Co. 

(24) Khaitan Trading Corporation. (Agency under termination.) 

(25) Khan Panchauan. 

(26) Madhkar & Co. 

•(27) National Transport Co. 

•(28) Pir Mohd., H, H. H. 

(29) Pir Mohd., H. 8. H. 

*(30) Ray, P. C. & Co., Ltd. (Agency under termination.) 

•(31) Rubby Transport. 

(32) Saha, R. P. 

(33) Shrooff, G. D. (Agency under termination.) 

(34) South End Storing Co. 

*(36) S, S. Lnxminnrayanjee A Co. 

*(36) Star Transport Agency. 

*(37) Jalan Trading Corporation. (Agency under termination.'. 

(38) Oudh Transport Agency. 

(39) Bengal Lalwur and Transport Syndicate. 

(40) Universal T/abour Syndicate. 

(41) V. K. Patel & Co. 

(42) R. q, R. Singh. 

(43) Chowdliury Bros. 

(44) Northern India Transport. 

(45) K. M. Ghosh, 

(46) Calcutta Transport and Labour Ageni v. 

(47) C. Mukherjee A Co. 


C.S.D., Khulna. 


(1) Asiatic Construction Co. 

(2) Gopalganj Boat Owner^ Association. 

(3) Country Boat Transport Syndicate. 


Agreement and their contracts wiU te ' 
oanoelied as soon as their stock are cleared from their godowns. 
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Deputy Directorate of T. and S., N.B. 

(1) Bai Saheb &ohanlal Jain. 

(2) Madanlal Jain. 

(3) Kulibour & Co. 

Deputy Directorate of T, and S,, E.B^ 

(1) Rai R. P. Saha Bahadur. 

(2) Messrs. A. C. Jain. 

(3) Messrs. Gupta Brothers. 

(4) Assam Bengral Carrying Company. 

(5) Ahmed & Co. 

(6) A. B. Das. 

(7) A. W. Mackertith. 

(8) Bero Water Transport. 

(9) D. C. Sen. 

<10) H. C. Sirkar & Co. 

(11) Mymensiugh Transport Co. 

(12) Mymensingh River Service. 

(13) North Bengal Transport Co. 

(14) Padma Transport Co. 

(15) Pande Ali Mia. 

(16) P. K. Banerjee. 

(17) S, S. Hossein. 

(18) S. C. Ghosh & Co. 

(19) R. Goswami. 

(20) United Transport Corporation. 

(21) Sualal Saraogi & Co. 

(22) Bird A Co., Chandpur. 

(23) S. K. Guha, 

(24) A. Nobi. 

Mr* SULTANUDDIN AHMED* Ls there any .special reason for having 
76 non-Bengali Hindu.s.^ 

The Hon’bie Mr* ABDUL GOFRANS No, there is no special reason. 

Mr* SULTANUDDIN AHMED: It seems that there is not a single 
Bengali Hindu. . « 

The Hofl’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Probably Bengali Hindus did not 

wiy- 

Mr, SULTANUDDIN AHMED; May I know if there are any single 
non-Bengali Muslims out of 99 Muslims? 

The Hen'ble Mr* ABDUL COFRAN* fbe (question was— -how piany 
of them are ^ussalmans and how many non-Bengali Hindus, and in answer 
to that question that reply was given. 

Mr* SULTANUDDIN AHMED* Out of these Muslims is there any non- 
Bengali Muslim ? 

The Hoii'ble Mr, ABDUL COFRAN: I have already given the House 
the full list and the mmes of ati of them. 
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Mr. SULTANUPOIN AHMED: Names do ^ot signify whether one is a 
Bengali Muslim or a non-Bengali Muslim in all caself 

Tha Hoil’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Well, with regard to that I would ^ 
like to have notice. 

^ * Travelling By “gahana’’ boats. 

94, Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if the Government are 
aware that considerable portions of Bengal’s interior are served by gakfkas 
and that travelling by yahcnas is not only inconvenient but fraught with 
grave danger to life and property? 

(h) Do the Government propose to consider the desirability of getting 
these gafmnm registered, numbered and licensed and the capacity of each 
boat mentioned and strictly observed and for this purpose appoint inspectors 
to supervise and inspect the condition of the boats ? 

a Do the Government also propose to consider in this connection the 
ility of getting the names of the boatmen or majhis registered to afford 
IJie passengers due protection against their rude behaviour or against their 
colluding with thieves and deceits? 

„ (d) Do the Government propose to consider these suggestions for 

acceptance? If so, will the Government carry them out without delay? If 
not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Pariiamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Home Dopartment): (o) The answer to the first part is 
*‘Yes” and to the second part “No”. 

(h) to (d) The suggestion made by the honourable member will be 
examined. 

Advisory Committee to the Director-General, Consumer Goods. 

95. Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Md. Taufiq): 

(« ) AVill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Uie Department ot Civil Supplies 
be pleased to state whether the Government intend to appoint a small 
Advisory Committee to advise the Director-General of Consumer Goods on 
matters, pertaining to consumer goods? 

{h) If not, why not? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) No. 

ij)) The necessity has not hitherto been felt. 

Appointments in the Civil Suppiies Department. 

96. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of Khan 
Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chourdhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of tlie Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Communal Hatio Buies were strictly followed in. making the 
appointments in the various branches of thus department; and 
(h) if not, what step the Government intend to take for adjusting 
according to tne Com^nal Batio Buies the appointments in this 
department ? ^ 

Ths Him’btl Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) During the period of the 
Department’s most rapid expansion in 1944^45 recruitment had often to be 
made at very short notice in comjietition with a large number of other 
(government and military offices in the Province. Throughout that period 
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properly qualified oxidates from the Muslim and Scheduled Cwte com- 
munities were not obUinabl# in adequate numbers. In donsequenoe recnuh- 
ment of men of th<we communities could not be maintained on the stahdarde- 
prescribed by the Communal Ratio Rules. 

(b) Orders have been issued that 80 per cent, of existing and future 
vacancies shotdd be filled by candidates from the Muslim and ScheddBl 
Caste communities till parity is attained. » 


AppCHiitment in the Public Health DeparUnenta 


V, Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY 

in charge of the Department of Health and 
pleased to state — 


• Will the Hon’ble Minister 
Local Self-Government be 


(а) how many posts of Director and Assistant Director of Public Health 

under the Bengal Public Health Department are— 

(0 permanent, and 
(it) temporary; 

(б) how many posts of other fe^azetted officers under Director of Pnblift 

Health are — 


(?) permanent, and 
(it) temporary; 

(c) how these posts are held by Ifuslims, Scheduled Castes and non- 

Muslims other than Scheiluled Castes, ^riving separate figures for— 
(i) permanent, and 
(?/) temporary posts; 

(d) how many vacancies— (?) permanent, (//) temporary— occurred sinofr 

the introduction of (’ominunal Ratio Rules; and 

(e) how these vacancies— (i) permanent, and {ii) temporary— wew 

hlled up by Muslims, Scheduled (tastes and non-MusIims other 

than kSche<luled Castes ? 


'•**•'88 of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (</)(») six. 


(h) Five. 

{b)(i) Sixteen. 

(ii) One hundred and two. 

(c)(t) Muslims— 10, non-Musliiiis -7, Scheduled (’aslen Nil, vacant 
(it) Muslims— 5, non-Muslims— 38, ^Scheduled Castes— 2, vacant— 62. 
{d)(i) Nineteen. 

(ti) One hundred and thirty-four. 


(e){i) Muslims— 7, -non-Muslims— 7? Scheduled Castes— Nil, vacant— 3. 
abolL^d*^^^* — non-Muslims — 53, tScheduled Castes — 2, vacant 62 and 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister please explain 
what he means by non-Mushms” ? Are the non-Muslimg Hinfus or do they 
belong to any other community? ^ 

The Hon'Uo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Non-Muslims mean 
belonging to a community otlier than the Muslim community. 

Mr. BldOY BINCH NAHAR: Who are they? 
inglo-Indians, or what? 


persona 


Tba HofPble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 

iiualiins. 


Are they Christians, or 
It includes everj'hody except 
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Rii Rahadur dOGENDRA NATH RAY: Will Ministe^be 

pleaspd to atate why this ratio is not maintained? where* are only 7 non- 
Muslims although 62 posts are vacant. 

Tlia Hori’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say why the ratio is 
UDA maintained. But if the honourable member scrutinises the list and if 
an overhaul picture is taken he^ill find that Muslims are less in number 
than non-Muslims. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: May I know why those 62 
posts are vacant? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Because they have not been filled 
yet. 

Pay, etc., of Sanitary Asiistants and Health Assistants. 

98. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state what are the respective pay, daily allowance, house 
allowance and travelling allowance of Sanitary Assistants, Government Health 
Ajfistants, District Board Health Assistants and Additional Health 
*;ASfli8tant8 in different districts of Bengal ? 

^ ‘ (h) Are they doing almost the same work? 

(c) If so, why is there any difference in their pay, dearness allowance, 
house allowance and travelling allowance? 

(d) Are the Government aware that the Additional Health Assistants are 
not getting a “living wage”? 

(e) Do the Government propose to take steps for bettering their lot? 

(/) Are the Government aware that the dearness allowance of the Addi- 
tional Health Assistants of the Tippera district is muc h less than that of 
other districts and is causing them a great hardship? ^ 

The Hoil’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; (a) The. following are the emolu- 
ments of the Public Health staff mentioned : — 

{%) Sanitary Assistants — Pay including dearness allowance Rs.80 plus 
Rs.lO as ad interim increase in the basic pay. Fixed travelling 
allow'ance R8,20. 

(it) Government Health Assistants — Pay Rs.45 phis Rs.lO as ad interim 
increase in the basic pay. Dearness allowance as per general 
Government rate, viz., R8.22. 

(Hi) DistMct Board Health Assistants — Pay Rs.20, Fixed travelling 
allowance Rs.'). House allowance 1(8.2. Provident Fund contri- 
bution and dearness allowance payable under District Board Rules 
and orders. 

<fV) Additional Health v Assistaiifs*-— Pay Rs. 20. Dearness allowance at 
the same rates as paid by District Boards to other employees. 
Fixed travelling allowance Rs.o. House allowance R8.2. 

(fc) They do similar work. But while the Government Sanitary Assist- 
ants and Health Assistants are employed to meet emergencies in areas where 
epidemics break out or the mortality rate is exceptionally heavy, the District 
Board staff and the Additional Health Assistants are expected to do the 
normal public health work. 

(c) The difference in pay i^ses out of the fact that the Government 
Sanitary Assistants and Health Assistants ai‘e purely temporary employees 
with no secxirity of tenure. Their position is, therefore, entirely different 
^m the permanent staff of tli© District Board. The rates of pay, etc., 
offered to these temporary employees were the lowest possible to attract men 
of the required calibre for purely temporary positions. 
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^ t . 

' Additioii^l Health Aflaieta&ta draw exactly the same remimera- 

tions ai iHe Distrust Board Health Assietants. 

a Soyernfflent eannot iacrewe the remnnerations of the Additional 

Assistants Unless the District Boards do the same with regard to their 

Health Assistants. In the absence of a corresponding increase by the latter, 
Groveminent by increasing the pay of the Additional Health Assistants, 
would be creating an anomalous position, whereby two sets of employees of 
equal status and doing the same work would be drawing different scales of 
pay. 

(/) Government liave no information that the dearness allowance of the 
Additional Health Assistants of Tippera is less than that of other districts. 
This is, however, possible as the Additional Health Assistants draw dearness 
allowance according to rates fixed by District Boards, and these rates vary 
from district to district. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAHOOOUL HAQUE: Arising out of (d) where it is 
stated in the question “are the Government aware that the Additional Health 
Assistants are not getting a ‘living wage’ and the answer is ‘the Addi- 
tional Health Assistants draw exactly tlie same remunerations ns the District 
Board Health Assistants”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to Hfle 
whether the Additional Health Assistants are getting living wage? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mn MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. 1 ai^, 
reply w'e said that they are getting the same pay as the District Board 
Health Assistants. The District Board being a self-governing body is 
jiresumed to be giving to their employees a living wage. 


Acquisition scheme No. 5M of CaicutU Improvement Trust. 

99. Khan Bahadur CHYASUODIN PATHAN: Will the Hon’ble 
il’nistcr in ciiarge ot the Department of Health and liOcal Self-Government 
be pleased to state — 

{a} the total population and the number of families that will be affected 
by a<’(iuisiti(ui se^heiue No. 5M of the (’ulrutta Improvement 
Trust ; 

(h) whether there is any rehousing scheme to be worked out and given 
effect to simultaneously; 

(c) if answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, what per cent, of this 

population may he l)enefited by such a rehousing scheme; 

(d) what Government propose to do for those who may not get accom- 

modation under the rehousing w^heme ; and 

(e) whether it is possible to expand the rehousing scheme with a view 

to accomnuHlate all who nray be rendered homeless by the 
acquisition scheme. 

The Hoil’bic Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS (a) A complete census has not 
been taken but the estimated population in the scheme is 3,500. 

(h) Yes, Scheme T — Manicktola Rehousing Scheme has been approved 
by Government and the area is at present under acquisition. 

(c) 33 per cent. 

(d) and (e) The whole of the iiersons affected by the scheme will not 
he aehous^. Most of the owners have applied for exemption from acquisi- 
tion and it is anticipated that about 2,000 persons will be affected and 
fWemment are considering extending or enlarging the rehousing scheme 
to accommodate more persons who will be affected by the scheme. 

68 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Supply of milk. 

too. Mr. NUR AHMEO: Will the Hon’ble Minieter in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state — 

(a) what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 
the establishment of milk-collecting and processing centres o] 
cremeries in milk-proaucing areas of Bengal; 

(h) what steps have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 
adequate supply of milk to the urban areas, for transfer of milk 
from non-essential areas, for cold storage, railway transport 
facilities and adequate supply of milk trade; 

(c) if so, what are they; and 

(d) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASH I Dp Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agricultural Fore^ and Fisheries) : 

(a) With a view to the formulation of definite schenjes for proper utilisation 
of milk produced in rural areas Government have undertaken a survey of the 
mincipul milk-producing areas within easy reach of Calcutta, Dacca and 
•^Chittagong. Data about the production of milk in these areas and tlie 
^^difficulties in the way of marketing, etc., are essential to the formulation oi 
any scheme. 

S and (c) It is hoped that the schemes referred to under (a) will help 
ving to some extent the problem of milk-supply in the urban areas 
concerned. In the meanw’hile Government wdll work a scheme on the 
economics of milk-processing and manufacture of milk products at the 
Dairy Station at Haringhata w^here ultimately 14 lakh pounds of milk 
and ^ilnuit 1*1, (KK) pounds of butter will be j)roduced every year. Govern- 
ment will also a.ssist private parties in securing cold-storage plants and 
railway transport facilities. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Shortage of mustard oil. 

101. Mr. NUR AHMED: (o) Will the Hon’lde Minister in charge of 
the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state if it is a fact that there 
is an awful shortage of mustard oil in Calcutta, Chittagong and some other 
districts of Bengal leading to extensive suffering to the poor people of the 
Province? 

(h) Is it a fact that mustard oil is being sold at Rs.2-8 to Rs.8 per seer 
in black-markets in Chittagong and other districts of Bengal? 

(c) If so, w'hat special steps ha^e been taken by the Governtment of 
Bengal for adequate supply of mustard oil in Bengal districts? 

The Hon^bie Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) and (h) Yes. 

^ The Government of Bengal has cousivStently pressed for (a) the alloca- 
tion of adequate quotas to the Province under the Basic Plan and (6) for 
the actual supply of quotas after these have been allotted. The Govern- 
ment of India was unable either to allot adequate quotas or even to ensure 
the supply of the amounts ultimately allotted under the quota system. The 
Government of Bengal, therefore, pressed for some considerable time for the 
abolition of the Basic Plan and the decontrol of edible oils. This policy 
of decontrol has just been accepted by the Government of India and it is 
hoped that as a result more adequate supplies will be available. It is, how- 
ever, too early yet to assess the result of this new policy. 
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High priot of rice ki Chittagong, 

102* NUR AHiMED: (a) Will the Hcm'hle Minister in charge of the 
Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state if it is a fact that rice is 
still being sold at JJ seer to U seer per rupee in Chittagong mofiissil areaaF 

(b) Ih it a fact that the majority of the people of Chittagong with limited 
income are suffering great hardship owing to high price of rice and other 
necessaries of life? 

(c) If so, have any measures been taken by the Government of Bengal to 
bring down the price of rice and other food articles to controlled rates and 
to reasonable level to give relief to the peoj»Ie of Chittagong with limited 
income ? 

{(//If so, what are they? if not. why not? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN; (a) It is not a fact that rice is at 
present sold at 1} seer to U seer per rupee. The average price in .lanuary, 
1947, has been 25 seers per rupee. 

(b) Compared with pre-war days the nresent price level ivs liigher, but tiiis 

nothing peculiar to Chittagong. Sine^hy side with the rising of pnVe 
level the price of labour and agricultural produce have also gone high. 

(r) and (d) Do not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Sir, I may further modify the 
answers. 

(b) Cost of rice and other necessaries of life has undoubtedly affected 
people with limited income. It is however to be remembered that the cost 
of labour has also risen and has increased the income of labourers. 

(r) and (</) Government a.s in the pa.st arc supplying stocks of rice to 
(’hittagong to be issued to the people there and this will he ccmtiuued as 
much as Government stocks pennit, necessary to meet the situation and to 
maintain supplies at a reasonable market value. 

Bthtri rtfttgMS. 

103. Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR (on behtlf of Mr. Nagondra Nath 
Mahalanobish) : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 

ment of Co-operation, Credit and Jlelief be pleased to state how many people 
Irom Bihar have come to Bengal after the recent Bihar disturbances? 

(/>) Are the Government giving the Bihar refugees food and shelter 
free? If so, did they ask for contribution from Bihar Government? 

(r) What is the total cost incurred by Government in giving relief to 
these refugees from Bihar? 

(d) Did the Government try to persuade them to return to their respective 
villages? If so, with what result? If not, w^hy not? 

MINISTER in charga of the DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION. 
CREDIT and RELIEF'(th 0 Hon’hle Mf. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): (a) 

93,342 persons have come to Bengal. Of them 63,644 live in Government 
Camps and the rest elsewhere. 

(b) Food and shelter arc given free to those refugees who are in camps, 
<«nd those who are outside get food free. Government propose to recover 
Irom the Government of Bihar the cost incurred by this Government. 

(b) Complete information is not available. Its collection will take 
time. Government have however sanctioned up to SOth February, 1947, 
Hs. 23, 20, 000 for cost of maintenance, water-supply, repairs to camps, etc., 
aad in addition, clothing and accessory foodstuff (excluding milk) valued 

2.43,000 approximately have been supplied. 

(d) Government will consider the desirability of repatriating those who 
are now willing to go back to their homes. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[25th ApEtt, 


«02 

Sugar liKliiitry. 

10l> Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Commerce, labour and Industries be pleased to state — 

(a) what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 

the post-war development of sugar industry in Bengal; 

(h) whether any jmt-war fjevelopment scheme for starting new sugar 
factories has been prepared by the Government of Bengal; 

(cj if so, how many and where and in what districts they have to be 
started: and 
(^) if not, why notP 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Department of Conmeroe, Labour and Industries): (a) 

a first step Government have sanctioned a scheme for the cultivation of 
nn proved varieties of sugarcane and it is hoped that within five years 75 per 
cent, of the total sugarcane acreage in the Province will be covered by 
improved canes. Steps have also been taken for the distribytion of fertilisers 
and treatment of cane diseases in some compact areas. 

(b) and (c) As the development of sugar industry on an all-India basis 
with due regard to provincia) requirements was being planned by the 
(government of India, this Government did not prepare any separate scheme 
to that end. The ('entral Government have since agreed to this Province 
setting up five new mills of daily crushing capacity of 60(1 tons and steps 
are being taken for selecti.m of suitable parties tvillmg to set up new sugar 
mills in this Province. It is not possible now to state the location of the 
new mills as this will depend not only on the availability of cane in suitable 
areas but also on the convenience of the promoters to he selected. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Training in the Industrial Research Laboratory. 

105. Khan B^adur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: (a) Will the 
HoiPble Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of (’oiunuuce, Labour and 
Industries be jileascd to state whether he is aware that the trainees do not 
get jiroper and perfect training in the Industrial Kesearch Laboratory at 
Pugladanga under the Directorate of Industries due to most of the machines 
being out of order for long ? 

(h) Is he a>vare that owing to such imperfect training most of the 
trainees after completing their course of training there do not venture to 
atari indejKjndent business? 

{(') If so, wdiat action do the Government projiose to take and when to 
put tnings right? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): (a) No. 

(6) No such case has hitherto come to my notice, 

(c) Does cot arise. 

10S. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries 
be pleased to state if he is aware that progress of training in the Industrial 
Research Tiaboratory at Pagladanga under the Directorate of Industries was 
much hampered due to the last communal disturbances in Calcutta? 

{h) If so, will the Government be pleased to allow the prewnt batch of 
trainees to get the benefiUof another session’s practical training with the 
benefit of their stipends ? ^ 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’bic Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) and (b) Tes. 

{c) Does not arise. 
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Hungar-ctrike in Krialinigar Jill. 

107. Mr. BNOY SINGH NAHAR: (a) Will the Hoi( ble Minister in 
charge bf the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state if he is aware that 
Sj. Haridas Dey of Shantipur and other undertrial prisoners in Krishnagar 
District Jail are on hunger-strike? 

(h) Is it a fact that the undertrial prisoners were subjected to maltreat^ 
ment in the said jail? 

(c) Is it a fact that they were tortured and humiliated? 

(d.) If the answers to parts {h) and (r) are in the affirmative, what steps 
do the Government propose to take against the Jail authorities for their 
illegal highhandedness and mivsdeeds? 

(f) Wliat steps the Government has taken to redress the grievances of 
the said undertrial prisoners? 

(/) AVhat is the condition of the hunger-striking prisoners at i)reseut? 

(g) For how many days did the said prisoners resort to hunger-strike? 

Mr. ABOUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary fon behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Home (Jails) Department]: {a) No. Four under- 
trial prisoners of the Krishnagar Jail including Mr. Haridas Dey went on 
hunger-strike with ettect from 1st February, 1047. Hy 8th February, 1947, 
all of them gave it up one after another. 

(h) and {c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

{€} Orders have issued classifying three of them as Division I undertrialj*^. 
The remaining orite was released on bail on 18th February. 1947. 

(/,) The general condition of health of three of these undertrials, who are 
at present confined in the Krishnagar Jail, is satisfactory. 

The honourable member is referred to the rej)ly to part (a). 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Arising out of (M and (r), is the 
Government satisfied that there was no maladministration there, torture or 
humiliation of the prisoners? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: If that is so, what was then the cause 
of the hunger-strike? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: They might have hud some cause but Govern* 
ment have got no report about it. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Still there was the hunger-strike by the 
undertrial prisoners for over a week without the cause therefor known to 
Government ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Not hy all. Out of the 4 who hunger-struck, 
even from the next day some of them gave up the hunger-strike. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: The question is that surely they had 
i»om6 grievances for which they undertook the hunger-strike. I ask what 
the grievances* of the undertrial prisoners w^as? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Might be on the grounds of classification; might 
be that they wanted to be placed under Division I. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Clpsificatioo, they could have got it 
from the court; but what was their grievance against the GovemnientP 

Mr. MDUL RAilllD: I think that was their grievance. 
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Mr. BUOY tlNGH NAHAIIS Have you any information about mab 
administration, torture, etc.? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: We have no information about any mal- 
administration, etc. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAt: On the issue of maladministration did 
the Government enquire what for they went on hunger-strike and if not why 
not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: There was no maladministration. What 
exactly their grievances were I do not know. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did not the Government enquire why 
these prisoners went on hunger-strike.^ 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Y es. that was regarding their classification and 
they w’anted to he placed under Division I. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In wiiieh class were they before this? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In Division II and III. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Their names are Haridas De and Kanai Pal, 
Division TI undeririuls; there w'ere four altogether and all of them have 
now been released except one. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What about the others? Tiiree in 
Division II and three Division I? 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: 1 cannot say anything about that. ‘ 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Is it not a fact that these prisoners put 
forward certain grievances and complaints in writing before they hunger- 
struck ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I have no information. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Did you receive any written complaint 
from them? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Cultivabte watto IiimL 

108. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state 
what is the extent of cultivable waste land in Bengal, and what in particidar 
is the extent of cultivable waste lands in the districts of Burdwan and 
Dinajpur ? 

(b) Is it a fact tliat the Government intend to acquire these lands with a 
view to settling them with laiulle.ss labourers particularly Moslem refugees 
from Bihar and the Moslems evicted from Assam ? 

(c) What is the policy behind such a move? Will Government give up 
such an effort and allow things to take their own course? 

Mr. ABOUR RASHID, PaHimMitary Seoretary (on btiialf of llie 
Miniitor in ehargo of tho Dopartmont of Land and Land Ravomia): (nb 

The total area of cultivable ^i'aste land in Bengal is 3,994,029 acres of which 
188,835 acres are in the district of Burdwan and 280,762 acres in the district 
of Dinajpur. 

a I and (c) The honourable member may refer to the statement made in 
unoil by the Hon’ble Minister on the motion fo^ reference of the Bengali 
Acquisition of Waate Land Bill to the Select Committee. 
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AdJounNMiit HMtiMI. 

Mr.CMOY SINGH NAHAR: I have aa adjournment motion, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair has received notice of an adjournment 
motion which runs as follows: — 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar to move that this Council do adjourn its business 
to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the situation created bv the decision of the Government of Bengal 
to impose pi-e-censorship on all news and comments criticising the 
activities of the police force in this Province, ns announced in a 
Government Press Note issued on the 21st April, ID47. 

I have given my consent to it. Does the Government object P 

Mfi HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I know who is in charge of the 
Horne portfolio in the ( hief Minister’s absence? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: The Hon’ble Minister for Finance. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. But he is not here just at present. He 
ba«. just left, I see, perhaps with your permission. 

(Hon ’hie Finance Minister now entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This adjournment motion is with regard to the 
pre-censorship of publications in the press, and the Chair has given its 
consent to it: Does Government object to it? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. My point is that this 
uljournment motion should have been moved the day before yesterday when 
lie House met. This is not the first day. Sir, that the House is meeting 
ince the publication of the Press note. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, hut the point is this: The House met on that 
lay no doubt, hut it had to be adjourned because very few members were 
iresent due to (he ditliculty of transport. 

The Hoil’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The House however met and this 
djourninent motion sliouhl have been at least raised on the floor of the House 
hat day : I do not know how it can come up today, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair holds that it has not lapsed because that 
las a day of unprecedented circumstances under which members had real 
ifficulty in getting transport. 

Tht HOfl’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: But Government were willing to 
rrange for transport for the opposition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But you subsequently went back on this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT:"^ In any case, members were not present in sufficient 
•umbers and the Chair realist the difficulty of the members in attending 
he meeting on that day. There were only a very few members both on the 
government side as well as on the op|K>sition. So the House had to be 
djourned. I do not think more than just a quorum was present. 

Tbt Hon’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: A quorum wa» present, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but not more than juft a Quorum. As there 
> objection the honourable members who are in favour of the motion being 
•dmitted will please rise in their seats. 

(After the members rose in their seats.) 

The requisite number has stood, so the House give consent to the motion-^ 
he motion is admitted. 1 propofb to take up the motion on Mondav, when 
(hali we begin? Shall Ve begin at l*lb p.m. or 1-90 p.m.f Mr. Morgau. 
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Mr. C. MORGAN: I suggest not earlier than 1-30 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact it has been brought to my notice that 1-15 
causes inconvenience to some members. Shall we agree to 1-30 f 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Yes. 0 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Then the motion will be taken up at 1-30 p.m. on 
Monday next. Secretary. 

Message from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D, Gupta): Sir, the following messages 
have been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly : — 

1. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19tli 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary 
Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker y Bengal Legislative Asscmhly." 

2. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the lOtli 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Local Self-(TOvernment Associations 
(Recognition) Amendment Bill. 1940, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council without any amendments. 

N. Amix, 

Speaker^ Bengal Legislative Assembly.'' 

3. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Cattle Trespass (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 194t>, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council without any amendments. 

N. Amix, 

Speaker, Bengal Legishtive Assembly." 

4. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19tli 
April, im7, agreed to the Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 1945 as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speetker, Bengal Legislative Assembly.' 


NorH>lfloi«l Rasolutlofis. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we shall take up Resolutions. Mr. Nut 
Ahmed’s Resolution regarding Muslim University was under discussion on 
the last day and Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal was in possession of the House. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, the other day I was speaking 
OR this Resolution moved Mr. Nur Ahmed about the foundation of a 
Muslim university in Bengal.* I rise to oppose the Resolution moved by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. When the tension between the two major communities 
in Bengal is showing signs of being raked up in spite of the appeal of the 
leaders of both the communities ana when the minorities were feeling that 
(heir cause was being neglected a Resolution of this nature should not have 
been Inrought before this House. It is true that* the major community 
ftl^ough greater in numerical sirehgth is comparatively weak in education 
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and may ask for greater faciUties. But what class forms the major portion 
of the entire community? It is the poor men living in the villages. In 
spite of the difference of religion these poor people in the villages form one 
class economically. It is they who are more in need of education, llie 
light of modern education should be extended to them as quickiv as possible 
to make them socially and politically conscious. Instead of tfiverting the 
entire attention for the education of tiie masses the question of education 
of the child^n of the moneyed and propertied people is being pu8he<l to the 
forefront with the object of sidetracking the great task ahentl. It may be 
that the educated and conscious common men refuse to agree to act as a 
tool in the hands of designing men. I am subject to correction if I say 
that a fear of this nature is at tiie back of such a resolution. The other 
day the Finance Minister sought to shelve the question of a grant to the 
Calcutta rniversity for scientific research to spare money for the education 
of the common people. The Education Mini.ster cherishes the idea of 
inaugurating free primary education in some ilistricts. It is strange that 
a member ot their party is running counter to the wishes of their stalwarts. 
The Chief Minister and some of liis following is crying hoarse for joint 
responsibilities of both the communities of Bengal dn terms honourable to 
each one of them. Tlie hand of co-operation was gruvsped with hotli hands. 

tliis the beginning of that mueh-circulated lionourahle settlement and 
co-operation by starting a university on communal lines based on religion 
only. If more universities are required in Bengal start us many as jmssible 
but none on communal lines. Let the universities accommodate all with 
greater facilities for the less advanced. 

Mr. Xur Alimed cited instances where some eminent Europeans pleaded 
for .starting Muslim universities. Jt is not possible to say exactly w4iat did 
they mean in tlie absence of the context. If Mr. Nur Ahmed's quotations 
art correct, which I think they are, the European gentlemen only followed 
the then time-lionoured policy of divide and rule of the (Government of 
England with respect to India. There has been a change in tlie outlook 
and policy and the old utterances of those gentlemen need not be taken 
seriously at present. 

Begarding the Saddler Comnii.ssion .sent to India about a quarter of a 
century ago, I like to point out that comniission.s are set up devise way» 
and means to meet the situation for the time being. The lecommendationa 
lapse with tlie change of circumstances. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed gave figures stating that larger number of Muhammadan 
students were in the lower classe.s hut the numher dropf>ed considerably in 
the higher clas.ses. This was the state <d affairs many years ago. Now 
the position is much V>etter. (The Hon’hle Saiykd Mr azzamtooin Hosain: 
No.) Mr, Kahir regretted the fall in the number of MuhammadHH students 
HI higher classes due to economic causes. I am sorry I am to comment in 
hi.s absence. But 1 look upon it from » different angle. Flxpense on English 
education has always l>een looked upon as a sort of investment. This 
education did not help in the progress of cultivation of land and lienee 
cultivators of all sections did not get any impetus. It gave money to the 
middle class. As Jong as this education gave profitable returns through 
jobs and professions more and more money was invested on it. At the 
beginning the Hindus somehow or other got the best returns and they 
^mped headlong into this bii.siness casting aside their ancestral callings. 
^ow^ the Muhammadans are being provided with jobs and they are getting 
G?ood return for their investment and so i.s the cry for moire university 
^uention. And, in fact, more Muhammadan students are now in schools 
and colleges, and better university results are now seen amongst Muham* 
madan boys and girls. The tendency tow'ards general education has b^en 
poat. Technical education is still not very popular because the ffeld ot 
fobe is the general Ime is stiir wider than the technical. I do not know 
if my views are shared by this House. But I think colleges and universitiee 
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6xclu«ively for technical training should be started now and without delay 
as we shall require a large number of technical men in the free India which 
is in sight. 

Mr. Badrudduja in his hurricane s^ech spoke* highly of Islam, Certainly 
great men of advanced thought called prophets or sages propounded the 
pliilosophy usually called religion which has universal application. It 
meant for the right thinking n^^n to mobilise and hght against anything' 
evil that surrounds human beings at any moment. Religion gives strength 
and courage. It fosters honesty in every sphere of life and hence ever\ 
religious philosophy stands on the pivot of non-violence. As soon as u 
religion fails to bring the common man to the status of a truly honourable 
man, as soon us a religion is perverted and misused in the hands of it-, 
votaries it is replaced by a more advanced philosophy to meet the changed 
circumstances. That is why newer philosophy in the name of relinion ha- 
rejdaced the old and the worn-out one from time to time. Mr. Badrudduja 
spoke feelingly about the generosity of Islam. I share his views. But 
experience in India with the followers of that great religion has been very 
sad. Religion has brought out peoples into one fold of comradeship and 
has given power to the powerless. But as soon as power is converted into a 
political power and a property in the name of kingdom is brought undei 
control this religion is sidetracked and made to play a different role. In 
the hands of powerful and power-loving persons, in the hands of monied and 
propertied men the same leligion serves as an instrument to divide tht' 
people and acts us a denul weight to crush heneatli it the flaming soul of a 
nation. Time has come to revise the old order and break through the hard 
crust to release the potential energy of the nation. Bui lock -carts were 
necessary when there were no roads worth the name. But with the develop- 
ment of roa<ls newer and more efficient vehicles took their place. Similarly 
the old bullook-cart.s in education and I'eligious methods require replacement. 
Modern colleges and universities should he designed to train up hoys and 
girls to fit in with the advancement of the time. It is futile to .suffocate the 
growing nation under the old and weather-beaten system. Lastly, if today 
the question of forming u Muslim university is raised on the ideal of the 
Aligarh Ilnivwsity tomorrow there is every possibility of the question of 
starting a university on the ideals of the Benares University being raised, 
and every small community living in Bengal might be prompted to deinan«l 
a separate university for itself. Thus a continuous demand and counter- 
demand would certainly push back the great task of the education of the 
masses of this province and automatically divide India into so many warring 
camps leading to chaos and nothing else. Bengal shall have to import 
technical men from outside the province and starvation would he the only 
reward which the hoys and girls of Bengal could expect out of this chaos. 
I hope therefore that this resolution will be rejected by the House. 

TN Hon’ble Mr. SYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H0S9AIN: Mr. President. 
Sir, the resolution so ably moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed certainly 
deserves the sympathetic consideration of Government. Government how- 
ever has not yet taken any decision on the point and it is of the opinion that 
a very respectable C.’ommittee of educationists of India should he set up in 
order to go into the question thoroughly and give advice as to how and 
where a Muslim university or universities should be established in Bengal, 
und whether it would be of real benefit to the Muslims of ^ngal. Govern- 
ment has practically decided on setting up such a committee and we are 
already in correspondence with the Aligarn and Osmania Universities and 
they will be represented on that committee. I think Government will be 
able within a month to set upUhe committee and the committee will be ask- 
ed to report on the terms of their reference within three months. After that 
Government will consider the university should establish and where it should 
be located. 

Sir, Hie opposition has raised the question that a Muslim university 
Bev^ would be antagoniatio to the interests of the people of Bengal m 
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general. This is a matter in which different people hold different views. 
There al*, however, several universities in other provinces of Indii itself. 
If the United Provinces could have 5 universities I do not see why Bengal 
cannot have universities of that number and if communal universities luce 
the Aligarh University and the Benares Uni^’ersity could have l>een establish- 
ed, why not a communal university in Bengal alsoP I do not see any reason 
to the contrary for the establishment of a separate university for different 
communities; for I am sure that friendship and feelings of amitv woidd not 
be extinguished by such a university. As a matter of fact if peo^e ai*e 
properly educated in their own culture and according to the ])eculiar ideals 
of their own civilisation and tradition they are more likely to grow up as 
good citizens and will be able to get on with their neighbours in as friendly 
s]»irit or probably in a betlej’ spirit ; as a matter fact they should cease 
to wrangle with each other and more and better ])r<)gress would he made if 
they were properly educated in their respective systems of ednculion. In 
f.jct, a great Hindu educationist of llengal wa.s suggesting to nu* the other 
day that instead of wrangling amongst ourselves it would he far ])etter to have 
separate universities or even separate school hoards. I think. Sir, that 
this is not the ojiinion, of a single Hindu educationist, hut there are 
many Hindu educationists who think that a ^se]nirate universitv for the 
^Muslims instead of being a curse will he a blessing to tlie piMiplc of the 
country. But I need not enter into that (juestioii. All I say on behalf of 
(Tovernment is that Government are seriously considering this question. 
They are going to .set up a committee of respectable educationists of all- 
India fame wlio will report on tlie (|uestion of tlie location of the university 
in Bengal in about 4 or •> months’ time, and then, the (rovernment will fake 
whatever decision is proper. The matter is fully appreeiate«] that it is the 
demand of Muslims of Bengal and they are very serious about it on account 
of the variou.s causes which need not he mentioned here. The Resolution 
will be very sympathetically considered. I may say that the principle of 
the Resolution is accepted hut w'ith regard to the details it will he worked 
oiit by the committee and then Government will determine what action they 
will take. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, at the very beginning when I moved this most 
important Resolution from Muslim educational point of view' I thought that 
all sections of this House would support and not consider it from a communui 
point of view and would consider it from a cultural point of view and as a 
real need of the Muslims of Bengal. But I am sorry to find that a communal 
colour has been given to this most non<communal Resolution by some 
members of the Opposition. With regard to the <|uestion of finance raised 
h some members, in my Resolution I have made it quite clear that early 
steps be taken hv Government to establish a Muslim university on the line 
of Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special universities. Those 
who know the inner working of the Aligarh University know that it is not 
a Government University and it was found by the subscription of the 
Muslim Nation of India and the Central Government only contribute an 
annual grant and also made a capital grant when this university was first 
built up. My idea is that Bengal Muslim University w’ill not be a Govern- 
ment institution. It will he an institution on the line of the Aligarh 
University and other such universities, so the apprehension in the mind 
of some members of this House that out of the 12 crores which would he 
contributed by the Central Government to Bengal, for education, a substan- 
tial portion wpuld be spent on that universitv, has no foundation. Tl»at 
{Apprehension was not justified. My idea is that this institution will be an 
autonomous university and that Government will help it with a capital as 
well as an annual grant. Now, Sir, the second point raised by another 
member of the Opposition was that a communal question has been raised 
by^ihis Resolution. Today, he is not present in the House otherwise I 
would have asked him io look to -km gufu Maulana Abul Kalam Azad who is 
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a product of a very ortliodox Muslim university, namely, Deoband Madrasah. 
There Wfe other great Muslims such as Hussain Ahmed Medini, Ahrars who 
are the products of a separate orthodox Muslim university, namely, Madrasah. 

I would ask him to read the history of Islam and to see why it spread so 
rapidly. Large portion of the globe, large portion of the world was 
converted into Islam within a short space oi 70 years’ time from the death of 
its founder and why ? Because the culture " of Islam is so noble, so 
magnificent, so tolerant. Within 70 years it spread to a large portion of 
the world. Unfortunately, India was not ruled in the true spirit of Islam. 
Arabs did not rule over India. Persons who are the products of the Muslim 
universities would be most tolerant, most patriotic, most enlightened. They 
will he the best citizens and best friendly neighbours. They will protect their 
lives and property at the cost of their life. 

I also ask my friends on the opposite what about their Gurukul Hindu 
University. Is it not established for their own culture and tradition and 
also Hindu Benares University? There are -‘U crores of Muslims in this 
province and they require a separate university. I am fortified by the 
quotations I cited when I first moved the resolution. The Calcutta University 
Commission as far back as 1M17-18 recommended the establishment of a 
separate Muslim University. *1 would appeal to my friends opposite not to 
oppose the re.solutioii but to accept the resolution in the spirit in which it 
has been moved. I would ask them what they would do if they were in the 
Government and the Muslims wanted a separate university of their own. 
For our own cultural freedom, we should have a sejiarate Muslim University. 
Our demand is very reasonable and just. In Switzerland there are separate 
universities for the German, French, Italian and other nations. I also 
quoted the opinion of an European educationist. Mr. Sharpe, who said that 
to meet the Muslim demand there should be separate universities for them, 
for example at Dacca and (’hittagong. Sir, 1 again appeal to the members 
of this House not to consider the question from a communal point of view. 
Sir, the Muslims today, both rich and poor, both literate ana illiterate arc 
at one in denmuding a special centre lor the development of their culture, 
for the revival of their tradition and their history where they may grow up 
to their full stature. Now their growth is cramped and obstructed and 
impeded by the cramping atmosphere of the modern university. Sir, in this 
respect 1 allude to the quotation from Mr. M. N. Roy's famous hook 
^‘Historic Role of Islani ’ wherein he lias written that though the Muslims 
and the Hindus have been livinir in this land for nearly a thousand years 
the Hindus have miserably failed to realise Muslim culture, appreciate their 
feelings and sentiments and tlieir historical revolutionary role in Bengal. 
I also allude to the famous book “India" by Al Beruni the famous inter- 
national traveller in the Kith century and he has written that very beautiful 
book on India in which he compares the culture of vedic civilization and 
Islam and has cited instances to show that teachings of both are the same. 
Al Beruni has studied Hindu culture thoroughly and I would commend his 
book for the study of my friends. I ask my learned Hindu friend over there 
to study Islamic history to know what it says about their culture and 
sentiments and the seeming hatred now noticeable between Hindus and 
Muslims will vanish into thin air and we will have mutual regard for each 
other. Such an atmosphere should prevail and therein lies the solution of 
Hindu-Muslim problem. I again appeal to the House to support this 
motion. 

Hr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, to the Resolution “That this Council 
ia of opinion that the Governriteiit of Bengal be strongly urged upon to take 
very early jiteps to found a Muslim university in Bengal on the lines of the 
Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special universities of the 
world and to enact suitable legislation for that purpose" an amendment has 
been moved. I shall nut the amendment to vote first and if tkat amendment 
is defeated then I shall put the original motion to v6te. 
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NoW Ibe questiito the House is that the following amendment he 

made to tile Resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed, namely : — 

“That ior air the words beginning with ‘'found a Muslim uni\a^«itv in 
Bengal** and ending with ‘'for that purpose’*, the following be substituted, 
via. : — 

"secure the advancement of Muslim education in Bengal specially with 
a view to enable the Muslim community to make up their lee-way in 
scientific and technical education by pi*oviding for free tuition, 
boarding and lodging in medicine,' agriculture, the sciences and 
technologies for all meritorious students who secure more than 60 
per cent, marks in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta 
University or the Board of Intermediate Studies, Dacca and the 
grant of suitable stipends and scholarships to other deserving 
students selected on the recommendations of a Board composed of 
two educationists nominated by each of the Universities of 
Calcutta and Dacca.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, 1 shall put the original motion to vote 
namely, that this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal 
be strongly urged upon to take very early steps to found a Muslim university 
in Bengal on the line of Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special 
universities of the world and to enact suitable legislation for that purpose. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move the resolution that stands in my 
name with a correction; for since I gave notice of my resolution, the salt 
duty has been abolished; therefore, with your permission I would like to 
omit the words “duty on salt” which occurs in it. My resolution would 
accordingly run thus: — 

I beg to move that this Council is of opinion that the Government of 
Bengal be strongly urged upon to make an immediate representa- 
tion to the Government of India to allot and j)ay, year by year, 
to the Province of Bengal at least three-fourths of the revenues 
accruing to the Ontral Exchequer year by year, from f’entral 
excise duties and full amount of duty on jute, levied and realised in 
Bengal by the Government of India by a suitable legislation or 
otherwise as contemplated in section 140 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935. 

Sir, it is an admitted tact that Bengal’s finances are in a most unsatis- 
factory condition and the j)rovince requires additional sources of revenue 
to make up the deficit. Bengal has long been treated in a step-motherly 
fashion by the Centre. Bengal has cried for justice but justice has always 
been denied to her by the ( entre and by other provinces. Bengal is 'a 
province with the largest population in India with its great industries and 
the Port of Calcutta, and therefore it requires enonuous sums of money to 
me^ the ever-growing needs of development for the benefit of the masses 
of Bengal. Sir, it ii a known fact that jute is practically a monopoly of 
Bengal, for Bihar and Assam grow but small quantities of jute. So jute 
duty should have been a provincial subject and sbouU have remained with 
the Province of Bengal, but it is, a great part of it at any rate, being taken 
away by the Centre, although iute is a monopoly of Bengal. Bengal has 
therefore been unjustly treated. At the time of tbi.H settlement Bengal 
wanted the full amount of the duty realised from jute, but as a result of 
the Heston Award it was only allo’tM half the proceeds, though later on, 
the Niemeyef Award increased the percentage of 50 to 62 J. When this 
allocation was being made by Sir Otto Niemever the Bengal Government 
fo^ht very strongly for full payment of the duty to Bengal. But now 
when Bengal want more money Bengal should have the full amount of the 
jnte duty. The demand made to the Centre to give us the whole duty is u 
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iuet demand, ^ir, I have given fignfts and made a#4a^ment to show how 
Bengal has beeh very unjustly treated in connection with the allocation of 
revewif. At the time of Heston Award Bengars wM(Jle revenue was 
calculated to be 25 crores. But Bengal was left with i^s.T cftres, that is 
only 25 per cent., while Madras out of R8.2(^ crores get 40 per cent, and 
other provinces 60 per cent. But at the time of the Neimyer Award some 
justice was done and a little increase in the percentage was given. Bengal 
at the time when Heston Comimttee met, used to realise about 28 crores 
as income tax. Now according lo some calculation the amount has been 
raised to 100 crores but Bengd gets only 20 per cent., as compared to 
Bombay which although contribute smaller sum get a equal percentage. 
One of the Bengal’s other difficulties is there being permanent settlement 
its revenue is inelastic. It is not expanding, as in tbe case of Punjab and 
other provinces. As regards excise duty it is also most inelastic. In 
Bengal unless tbe permanent settlement is abolished no income will come. 
So Bengal is handicapped in every matter. AVith regard to the nation 
building subjects" Bengal’s expenditure is 14 per cent, whereas in Punjab 
and Madras the expenditure on nation building subjects is about’ 86 per 
cent. — 86 per cent, against 14 per cent, of Bengal. In spite of fertile land 
of Bengal and density of population Bengal is handicapped in this respect. 
So my Resolution is a simple one. I want the Central Government to do 
justice to Bengal by agreeing to pay the full amount of duty on jute, levied 
and realised in Bengal by the Government of India by a suitable legislation 
or otherwise as contemplated in section 140 of the Government of India 
Act. Sir, the Calcutta port is the greatest port in India. So Bengal can 
rightly ask for a larger portion of the excise duty from the Centre. I do 
not think any opposition should be made. But unfortunately I find that 
recently tliere is a tendency on the part of the Opposition to oppose any 
suggestion from thi.s .side to ask for grant from the Centre. I appeal 
to the House to support this Resolution which ask for justice only. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Motion moved that this Council is of opinion that 
the Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to make an immediate 
representation to the Government of India to allot and pay, year by year, 
to the province of Bengal at least three-fourths of the revenues accruing 
to*the Central Exchequer, year by year, from Central excise duties and full 
amount of duty on jute, levied and realised in Bengal by the Government 
of India by a suitable legislation or otherwise as contemplated in section 
140 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would like to oppose this resolu- 
tion, My grounds are these: I am not at all in favour of increasing the 
financial strength of a communal Government. This is my view. The way 
they have dealt with the finances of Bengal for the last 10 years is simply 
amazing. It will be remembered that in 1937 the income was 12 crores or 
thereabout and we managed to balance our receipts as well as expenditure. 
At that time Bengal was indebted to the Centre to the tune of Rs.8 crores. 
The Government of India actually wrote off the amount and placed tbe 
finances of this province in such a way that Bengal could start with a clean 
slate. Four years went in this way. Government of Bengal used to manage 
with the income. Then the revenue rose from 16 crores to 22 crores and 
at that time the expenditure went up by 10 crores that is to about Rs.33 
crores. Then next year the income rose to 30 crores the expenditure went 
up to Rs.40 crores. ' Then we have come to the present year when we find 
our income is about 40 crores and our deficit amounts to Rs.25 crores. Last 
year 13 crores and this year 12 crores. That is tbe way our finances are 
Wng dealt with. Sir. a strong memorandum has been sent to tbe Govern- 
inefrt of India by the Bengal Legislative Assembly showinar bow the present 
communal Government is plating ducks and drakes with the finances of 
Bengal, showing how they do not deserve any help whatsoever from the 
C^tre in any way. Whenever they got money in their hands they knew 
how to squander them away for the support of their own followers, also m 
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wiuiju a/ 6 i%ally^ communal ail^ had nothing to do 'v^h the general 
good of masses, xnis being the situation I am not at sff in support of 
any scheme whic% vill give more money at the hands of the oomniunal 
GoVemnlent^ilnleis the whole structure of this Government is changed. 

It baa bean saii that representation should be made to the Government 
of India to get hold of the entire amount of jute duty. Now, Sir. they are 
getting a certain percentage — a good percentage on that account of jute. 
They are also getting a substantial amount from income-tax. But they are 
.squandering away the money for wliich in some instances no vouchers even 
were kept and for which the Auditor and the Accountant-General had to 
be critisiml. Therefore so long as they do not s|>end moneys for the better- 
ment of the condition of the general masses of the people an<l so long as 
they do not give evidence f)f having shed communal partiality, 1 cannot 
support any such resolution, which will seek to place m(»rp money at the 
disposal of this Government. They are squandering away Bengal's finances 
right and left. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the resolution, 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHARs Sir, I was surjirised that Mr. Nur 
Ahmed moved this resolution. We all know that the party to which 
Mr. Nur Ahmed belongs will never ask any subvention from the Central 
Government because their party says that they do not want to be with the 
I'nioii of the Central Government of India and that they want a separate 
Bengal absolutely out of the control of the Central Government. Such 
being the case why should a member of that party want their own Govern- 
ment to go to the Central Government wuth a beggar’s bowl. It is really 
iidiculous that a member of the Muslim League Party which really believes 
111 the separate existence of Bengal should at the same time desire that the 
Muslim League Government should approach the Ontral Government saying 
that they require this .sum and that .sum for this and that. 1 really cannot 
follow this logic and so 1 was surprised wdien Mr. Nur Ahmed moved this 
resolution. Sir, at least I do not feel I should oppose this resolution inas- 
much as every Government, every institution and every province would 
like to have more money flow into their coffers to improve the condition of 
the people. Sir, if the Government of Bengal gets more money, really 4o 
improve the condition of the masses certainly we should not gruJlge it, but, 
a-i our esteemed friend Mr. Ihis put it and explained it to the House, 'we 
lio not want more money to be put into the hands of the present Government 
here which has failed to do any real service to the country. For the last 
10 long years we do not find that the Government has in any way helped the 
people of Bengal, helped in the improvement of the Province as a whole. 
When they are getting comparatively more money they have not corres- 
pondingly provided more facilities to ameliorate the condition of the people 
of the province. They have not done anything of the kind. They have 
really played ducks and drakes with the money placed in their hands; they 
iiave squandered aw'ay the money of the Provincial Kxcheouer. Even with 
the increase in the revenue they have never been able to balance the budget. 
Always we have found that the Provincial Exchequer is a deficit Exchequer. 
Always we have found* that the Bengal Government is short of money 
during all these 10 long years when the Government has been in the hands 
^f the party to which the present ministry belongs. Sir, in these circum- 
stances we do not feel that we should even support this measure, that we 
should ask for more money from the Central Government because we know 
the money will be squandered away; the money will be spent in any manner 
they like, to help one communal party against another and in various other 
manners and probably in an undesirable manner. The money might be spent 
on departments* like the Civil Supplies Department where scandalous affatrs 
«re going on, which the Hon’ble Minister knows and even the members of 
the other side of the House have expressed their views that on the C^vil 
Supplies Department and snch other uneconomic departments money is being 
squandered away and spent in useless channels. 
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Witt these words, Sir, I oppose, the motba. 

Mr"Nw"JiJ 5 “*'i®;a to'’L"«tandTow^^^^ 

case. He says that this Muslim Learae Party shonW^T^ *j 
any subvention from the Government oUnL becaus^ft Zli • 
for Bengal from the Indian Union, but it is due to th» “ulependence 
other party which does not want freedom for Bengal that^tlHs^l’^ “j i***' 
got to be made. If we ask fon a subvention frZ* fLr * *“«. has 

the time being; as soon as Bengal becomes indeMndent*”we^ will*j““ 
income-tax and customs duties and -jute duties sml oil?*’ our 

.e ves and shall not be required to Jart Sh any part of 15 * *0%!;“ 

At present the Central Government takes away h%lf %f iL l ^ 

province and that is why this onestior% liL 7 - * reyenues of this 

with an independent Bengal there will be no necelsitv *fZ*an'' ’ 
from any party. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has sainbst ^ 

Government and a communal party Mr this is a communal 

that although apparently the Sfusfim r#»no-ii* 4-f not perhaps understand 
to the Muslims only! yet it is rSw ?he 

of this province am^ not for the benefit of the Miias!)! ° * general masse,'. 

a';.Ssr.t 

Mussalmans, scheduled castes and other cZmunit%s^*^”Thix^'’'^ 
of their own communalism, they X iZe rZbod Jo^ “?* 

the League wants independenoe^f BeSl fSifthe ^:lt?^ t" 

done so much for the people, they call that parly u%omZ.%iT;la;!;:"‘* " 

With these words I again support the resolution 

.i.oi Mr 

S: » ■‘"tt ivvr ■ 

Minister has already moved the Governmpnf nf TnrT i ^ ^ ^ f Chiet 

for getting the full amount of the ^ n " our demand 

m this House I made it clear that if The moneT'ccll"^^ ed hyTh^^'^f 

ptoer™.... d,v,lonm,„t b tl.i, prevbcT Ou^S™.,. i, I,?' 

..tbwTp "v zl.”?", i liSb'lf; 

Das^nmf”M*^% 1 ^’ understand why Mr. Lalit (Mandril 

?rovinc 1 S BentT m" this legitimate den.and on behalf ofihe 

Sor* i,'-'sz s' 

y "'■'“'■-PO'uinunai Government. ) I have already 
I"nd ft mrUrdbatd hZ^gt ilTTh^’ 

hu^'Tn*’the%tr *P pastes and of the Caste Hindus M^welL 

onl narfl namely. Madras and Bombay there is not'onh 

Me party, but one commuD\Jy Government. So, if any Government can be 
mllM communal it is the Governments of Madras and'Bombav because the 

£"'&%h™n r I can unieiSTv^h; 

T"** this very demand. I need not howler 

«nter into any controversy about this which may not be strictly relevant but 
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it is a pite that beinjr a Bengalee he does not want to see her free and does 
not want her financial resources being increased. It is indeed a great pity. 

I can understand ilr. Naliar opposing this demand but not Mr. Das 
(Mr. Buoy Singh Xauar : M hat is the (li:fference between a Xahar and 
a Dus.'') I cannot certainly understaiul Mr. Das ojiposin|;]f to a proposition 
wliieh will brin^? money for the benefit of the people of this province. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Bec.ui.se this iu‘w money will be squander- 
ed and frittered away, and it will not yo to the benefit of the i>e(»ple of the 
province 

The Hoifble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Well. Sir, T do not want to take 
up more time of the House. But I may say that it the llesidution is accepted 
by the House necessary stejis will he taken by the (lovernimuit of Benjfal 
to place the demand before the (iovernment (d India. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta): The (im stion before the 
House is that this Council is of opinion that the (iovernment of Bengal 
be strongly urged upf>n to make an immediate representation to the (Govern- 
ment of India to allot and pay. year by year, to the province of B(*ngal at 
least three-fourths of the revenues accruing to the (Vntnil KM*>hequer, year 
b\ year, from Central e.xci.se duties and full amount of duty on jute, levied 
and realised in Bengal hy the (iovernment of India hy a siutahle legislation 
<.r otherwise as contemplated in section 140 of the (ioviuiiment of India Act 
VXV). 

The motion was put ami agre^cd to. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: I h. g to move that this 
Council is of ojunion that the existing .system ol making promotions in 
various ranks of Calcutta Police on the recommendation of a Selection Board 
in which Hindus ])redoiiiiriate lias tailed to safeguaid the interests of the 
Muslim officers and urges upon (iovernment to appoint an impartial body, 
Midi as Public Service Commission to re-e.\amine with nderenee to service 
records the cases (d all officers, whether piomoted or not. which have been 
•oijNidtu'ed })y Selection Boards since Ibdib 

Sir. I consider this to he a modest lesfdution which I c\pccf the o]q) 0 (ii- 
lon will not ojiposf. l'rev]ousl\ the s\stcm ot making jiromofionH 

II the various ranks ot the Calcutta Police was h^ holding (*xamina- 

i"i‘ and as a lesult of the examination a list used (o la* drawn 
ip of the (dhceis who passed th,i1 test and })? oimO ions used to he 
n.i(h‘ s(riii(i/ti in order of meiit fioni that Hut in !!i;P) a Selection 

board was appointed wlinh is piedoiimiaterl hv Hindus and since then it 
ias been found that Muslim otiiceis’ le^iitimafe lights ha\e been tramph‘d 
lown. In tills ('oiinection I would refer to p.na^ia[»lis d.itud loth .lurie 

d44. ill IT. dated 17th duh CI4'». MV). dat«M| .‘list Oetobei OKi, of the J^ohrr, 
’ozittf from which it will ajqiear tliat in < alcutta Police from Ibdl to P)4f> 

man> as 124 Sub-Iiispecfoi s weie appointed or piomof^al hut out of thi.s 
s-l Sub-Inspectors only ‘dll Muslims the piomoiion and the lest wcic all 
findu8. From this state of affairs it I^ appaienl that the legitimate rights 
ml privileges of the Muslim (dficeis saving in the Caleiitta Police have 
'♦H'li trampled down. In moving this resolution I liave made a vei-y modest 
equest to have an impartial body sucli as the Public Service CommisHion 
hich will command the confidence of all the diflerenf sections in this Hou.se 
0 examine all the case.s and after examination if they find that the grievances 
re real to redress them. As I have .sahl in tlie Selection Board the HinduH 
redominate my friends gppo.site will at once say that I loive raised a 
^mmunal issue. When they speak of Muslims it is all national loit when 
■e speak of Hindus it is all communal. That is the ruh. There are many 
luslims working in subordinate capeities in the different branches of the 
ublic service and unfortunately their Hindu bo.H.seH have Helilom Ireen found 
> be generous enough to recommend for their Muslim subonlinates’ lift in 
le various Departments. Here in Calcutta Police, thev have to worlc 
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heavy pressure, what a strenuous effort the police have to make ih protecting 
the life and property of their ownselves as well as of the phople when tht?y 
go to bring a situation under control. However much we may speak against 
the police it is they who endangering their lives try to bring the situation 
under control. I appeal to my friends opposite that they should not oppo>e 
the resolution, because it does not mean anything wrong, only justice and 
fairness demand that there should be an enquiry into the injustice done to 
some persons in ignr)ring their claims to higher promotion. 

Sir, with these words, I coInmend my resolution for the acceptance of 
the Hou.se, 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta): Motion moved that tliN 
Omncil is ot opinion that the existing system ot making promotions m 
various ranks ot (’ulcutta Police on tlie recommendation ot a Selection Boani 
in whicii llimliis j)redominate has tailed to sategiiard the interests of the 
Muslim otticcjs ami urges upon Oovernment to appoint an impartial body, 
such as, Public Service Commission to re-examine with reference to servic*^ 
records tin* ca^es of all oHicers, wbetber promoted or not, which liave been 
(ionsiflered by S«‘lection Boards since 1940. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Shahoodul Ilaque. It breathes rank communalism ami 
it is mis(dnevous. H(‘ han not supplied us with any mateiial un to how tlii> 
4Selection Board in whicii according to him. Hindus pre<if)minate actual), \ 
failed to disidiarge their duties. Tiiis should havt* been proved b> tacts ami 
figurt's but I am sorry to say tliat that has not been done. My tnend should 
also rmnemlK*!' that ('alcutta ii>, a non-Muslim cit,\. It has only ])er cenl. 
Muslims and so it is a predominantly Hindu c]t\ and theretore it is not 
Hurprising that the Selection Boani .should crmsmt ot moi-e Hindus, Ibit 
its present composition ma,\ not have even Hindu majority. We tail to 
understand why its work sliould ])e re-examined by the Public Service' 
Commission. It .se(*ms to me, Sir, that there 1ms been condemnation betoiv- 
hand for nothing ami by thus condemning the Selection Board it is desired 
that its action should be scrutinised and examined b\ the Public Service 
(’omiiiission. No wrong has been shown to have been done by them lequn- 
irig the Ihiblic Service Commission to sit in judgment over them. The 
Public Service t'ommission lias its own duties ami tlie\ have been entrusted 
to nmk(* selection of ottieers of certain grades and to that extent onl>, if 
they so please, they may revise their own actions and see h(>w tai they are 
correct hut they have no Imsiness to poke their nose into the aftiiirs of the 
Selection Board under notice, Keceiitly, Sir, we know what has been dom* 
without the authority ot the Selection Board. The Hmi’ble Mr. Suhruward> . 
Sir, has actually imported into the t'alcuttu Armed Police about 900 Punjabi 
Muslims as constables. Did he get the consent of the Selection Board 
have not been yet t(dd by the mover (d the resolution wlietlier in tlie mattei 
of importing these 900 Punjabi Muslims and enlisting them in the armed 
H(‘ction of the Calcutta constaluilarv this Selection Board was at alt 
consulted. From the notice which is apjiearing dailv in the iiewspapei- 
1 find notice in the “Aiiirita Bazar Patrika” even today — it appears that .i 
further draft of Punjabi Muslims will he taken into the armed section of 
tilt* Calcutta constabulur\ . \Vht» is doing all these The question was put 
to the Hon 'hie Mr. Suiiraw'iirdy in the Assembly to explain why so many 
outsiders imve been a ml are being brought in and the reply given by liim 
was to the effect that it was necessary to bring about a balance in the rank‘= 
of the ])olice force to balance the non-Muslims there. Because there werr 
about Hindu constables armed as well as unarmed in the Calcutta 

constahuhirv tliey must he balanced by importing as many as 900 Punjabi 
Muwslims and appointing thei4». in the armed force. How outrageous! 1'hi> 
they have already done and they intend to import more. They have totally 
ignored the simple fact that Calcutta is really a non-Muslim city where 
79 per cent, of the population are Hindus. In these selections, I aek the 
mover — where is the Selection Board? 
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I no cMe ^ been made out why the Selection Board should 

he daiw^ beforehMd. No facts and figures have been placed before us. 
to sbffljr how they have f^led m their duty. We infer that there is this 
attack by a communahst, that they are discharging their dutie.s quite well and 
there is absolutely no reason wliy their acUon sliould be scrutinised bv a 
foreign body such as the Public Service Cnminission. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose this motion. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: I move that the question he now put. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir I have no miml to d.-liver a Imi^r 

this resohitmn. lliis resolution, in my opinion, is a lesolntion which .seeks 
.inslice lor those Muslim othcer.s ,n the Calcnlta Police who feel that their 
,nisl claims have been .iisregarded. S<ir. in this re, solution the re, .nest i.s 
that the cases of those Muslim officers shmihl he ie-e.\aniine<l hv the Puhlio 
Service I omniission, which is an impartial laalx . rnl,.itumilerv flm words 
llin. us predominate occur in the resolution. 1)1 course 1 ,h‘. not like to 
wound the feelings of my Hindu colleapues in an\ wa\ That is wliv I 
use,l the e.xpre.ssion ••tion-Muslinis" in place ot ‘•Himlus'- in mv tv. solution. 
Sir. I hud that although we have all been living un.bu tlm sat,m\kv breath- • 
111 - the Slime air, eomluetiii^r ourselves ^ootl iieiKhliours for im.iV than a 
thmissiml years, now evil time has come upon us ami iheie caniml la* unv 
(lenxin^- tlie tact that today there is an ulnio.sphere of distnist and hatred 
amongst these two ^-reat communities who so lon^r u.ov iiihuhitinu- this 
^reat land ot India in peace and harmony. Sir, it i.s most untortunate that 
Indians who have ever thouj^-ht oi the glorious pa.st ot Imliii ami ot the 
^rlonous future of India should not think in terms o| the imhmendence of 
India: this is indeed a .sorry stal(‘ ot aftairs. Sir, mv friend sav,s it is a 
cnimminal matter: Sir, whenever a communitv ask.s ior justic'e, it i.s called 
communal, and not only communal, hut also supfu-communal exce.s.sive 
communal and .something more. Except for the u.se ot the words “Hindus 
]Medominate ’ which may he taken as a reflectioii on tJie ^mit Hindu 
community there is nothin^r i,, this resf.lution to show that it is u communal 
resfflution. I he resolution merely seeks justiee tor a section ot officers who 
are Muslims. M hat is wron;.^ here I do not know. Mv friend lias also said 
tiiat this city of ( aleutta is not a Muslim city. J admit tliaf the Hindus 
]uedominate in the city of (aleutta hut there are Muslims here also and 
accor.lin^*- to their own theory of the Hindus and Muslims fonninir one 
nation, where is the harm it one section of that nation seeks justice and 
asks for review of their ca.se hy a special impartial trihunal.v I.s tl,ere 
any conimunali.sm in it^ According* to my friemPs theorv Muslims and 
Hindus form one nation; so why should one )<rudKe jii.sti’ce heinir done 
to the Mus.almans? Sir, time was when in Henpl ho'th the communitieH 
'Were workings: Jieacefully together in spite of differences between tliese 
two ^reat communities, Init today anytliin^” which is done hy the Muslim- 
predominant Ministry is looked upon with suspicion anri is’ ^iven a had 
name, and anything done or moved (ui this side ot the House is 
called communal without looking info the merits and demerit, s the ttrox 
and conx of the matter invole<I in it. Sir, I verv much regret to sav that 
It IS this .sort of mentality that is resprinsililc for the springinir un of tl.A 
^juestion of partition of India ami Heiigal. Had onr triemls actuallv done 
justice to the minority communities as they have declared in meetings 
and res(diitions there would have been no (juestion of Pakistan. Sir even 
a great lover of India, hotli of Himlus and Mu.ssalmaris. ( ases had to 
admit that the great Hindu officers even did not alwavs «io justim* to the 
Muslims. That is a great indictment against officers ‘of tin* Hindu com- 
jnumty. I am sorrj' to say so hut that is the opinion expresse<l hv a great 
foreigner who was administratively and intinuitelv connected with Hengal 
and who rery recently left this province. I ask"^ mv friend to consider 
this resolution from the position of the mover of t)iis motion and tliink 
tvhat he would have done under similar circumstances. Sir, the Muslima 
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liave suffered much during these 180 years of British rule: they have not 
got justice and their just claims have been ‘overlooked and neglected and 
they Ijjive b^en reduced to the position of hewers of wood and drawers of 
water from a ruling nation. Now there has be^n an aw'akening and they 
are demanding justice. But some of the members say that it is a coni- 
inunnl Kesolution. It is very unfortunate that communal colour is given 
in everything as if they have got a communal phobia, specially my learned 
friend Mr. L)as always see son^tliing communal in every subject that is 
put before the House from this side. It is not a (juestion of communalism. 
It is a (juestion of justice, we are seeking justice for a certain portion of 
the Muslim officers of the Calcutta Police. With these words I support 
the Resolution. 

Th6 Hon’bl6 Mf« MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I suggest that tlu* House be 
adjourned now as sufficient time is reijuired to reply to the Resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. ihe House stands adjcjuriied till 1-30 p.ni. 
on Monday next. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.n). on Monday, the 28th April, 
1947. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 2oth 
April 1947:- 

( 1 ) Mr. L. r. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Buliadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

<4) Mr. Kric Dermot Doyne. 

(o) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Cazul Kllahi. 

(0) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(«S) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(!)) Mr. Nageiidra Nath Muhalanobi'^h. 

(10) The Hon'iile Mr. Taiak Nath Mukerj(»u. 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(12) I)i'. Kiiniud Saiikar Itay. 

(13> Mr. Hls\^anath Hoy. 

tlJ* Mr. S\t‘d Fazle Habhi Chowdiiury. 
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Tii^ Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 28th April, 1947, at 1-80 p.m., being the 
thirty-third day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section ()2(2)(a} 
of tlfe (joverniiient of India Act, 1035. 

Mf^ President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.( .i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Oath of Members. 

. * 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, before the proceedings of Ihe House 
commence 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Members desiring to make and 
subscribe oath may do so now. 

The following member took the oath: — 

Mr. Alexander McLaren. 


Transport facilities and curfew permits for Members. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS* On a point of i)rivilege, Sir 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR ! Sir, I h.av’e an alarming news to put 
before the House, Yesterday I had it on the authority of a recognised 
uews service that lawlessness is prevailing in Bhola. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Mr. Has rose on a point of j)iivileg© 
arid a point of privilege gets precedence over everything else. Yes, Mr. 

Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, today, Jfr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 
oiu' of the iiieml>ers ot our party who was to mov© tlie adjournment motion 
today, has been [)reveated from coming to the Ifou.s**. jt is the privilege 
ot the member of the Legislature or should be the privilege of the member 
ot the Legislature to be free to attend and go out of the Council or the 
Assembly. In this particular case by an order promulgated by the Govern- 
nifut lie has been prevented from coming to this (’ouncil and move the 
adjournment motion standing in his name. Under the ciicumstances we 
^'ant that the Government should give pi^otection to the memberfl of the Legis- 
4uure so that they may^ freely come to the Legislature and go back. Now, 

want that the business he adjourned till he is allowed freely to come 
here and begin the work. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR! Sir, my submission in this counedliou 
jKould l>e that our membership cards may be treated as permits as suggested 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali, on the last occasion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the Hon’ble Minister please slate what he 
proposes to do with regard to the curfew permits. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAf: Sir, I may again state Jl^hut I have 
already stated for the information of the Honlile Minister as he wt»g not 
present then. * 
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I was saying, Sir, that it is th« privilege of ^e' l&eiiWr ^ t^ptegisla. 
ture to come to the Legislature and go hack to hiOliij' hjrasi"^ 
obstruction Jrom any quarter whatsoever. Thi< prmlege "is not being 
observi^at all. In this particular case one member of our party, Mrt Bijoy 
Singh Sahar, has-been prevented from coming to the Legislature by an 
order of Government — by the curfew order. I say, Sir, that Grovernment 
should see to it that so far as the Members are concerned they owd come 
Jreely to the Council and go back to their respective homes :?vi<m>ut any 
Ipbstruction from any quarter^ so long as the House sits or so long as it 
pleases the Government to continue the sittings of the House,^ And, 
secondly, Sir, I would urge that, as Mr. Nahur could not come to-day to 
move his adjournment motion on account of the curfew order suddenly 
imposed in his area the business of the House to-day should be jKtstponed 
till the day he is enabled to come freely and go back. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr^ MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am really sorry for the'^ncdu. 
venience ciuused to the members of the Legislature. Government Lave 
decided to order for the issue of curfew passes to members of the J..Lgislatuie 
to enable them to come to the Legislatures and to go back to their h^dnsf, 
but it will necessarily take a day or two to arrange for the priming, etc , 
of these permits but the decision has been made. I was at lial Bazar thin 
morning and 1 had a discussion with the Commissioner of Ihdice and it has 
been decided to grant curfew passes to members of the Legislature so a*, 
to enable them to come to the Legislature for legislative work and to go 
back to their respective homes. 


As regards the business of the House on the Order Paper of to-day «e 
shall have no objection if it is taken up to-morrow. The information nas 
conveyed to me regarding Mr. JJahar’s inability to come to the House hut 
it was very late. I think Mr. Kashid, acting Chief Whip of the Upper 
House, was requested to arrange for his transport hut 1 do not know what 
he has done because I have just come to the House and I was under the 
impression that he was trying to contact the Transport Department for a 
transport to be sent to ^r. Nahar. Evidently there was not much time 
within which to arrange this and to enable Mr. Nahar to be present when 
the House met to-day. Necessarily it may take some time to arrange tliH 
and if it will inconvenience the members of the House and waste their time 
unnecessarily till Mr. Nahar came w'e on this side of the House shall have 
no oljjection if this subject is taken up to-morrow. 


Mr. HARIDAE MAJUMDAR: In this connection may I make a sug- 
gestion, Sir, that the Membership Cards may be treated as curfew passes m 
the meantime. 


Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: What I would suggest to the Government, 
w'hen there is this trouble going on in the cih^ and there is all this difficulty 
in attending the Council — without doing anything at all — is to have thf 
Council adjourned just now to have a short monsoon session instead of ihi^* 
etupid sort of sessions we are having now'. We do not know whether we aie 
^ing to work to-morrow. Something may happen — there may be moTP 
killings and stabbings and consequently more curfews. Life is not worth 
living and we cannot apply our mind to anything. In these circumstances 
I suggest that the Council he adjourned now till say July and if the 
<iovernment will fix a 4-week session then we can get all the legislative 
business done in no time. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: It is very hot too now, 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR JIUTTA: I would like to support the ohsei^m- 
tions made by the I^eader^iOf the European Groun. Indeed, Sir, looking 
at the abnomial conditions in Calcutta now not onlv do I support the sug- 
gestion of hfr, Morgan hut I w(»uld go further ana say that the House 
prorogued, adjourned sine die. Of coui^ thete are many Bills to be taken 
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Darjeeling is not very pleasant at present. There 


I have just ('(line from 


®]P ^anse atf^ from the question of the diAcuk* 

ties y^F^^he members attehding the Council life in Calcutta has 

almoii fcecoine ^iroearable. Just when one goes to sleep he does not kuom 
whal inll happen at night and in the morning he may find that*e cannot 
move out of his house, curfew having been enforced in that area for aoAe- 
happened in the night. This is certainly not a mod# 
of Uf^ which any member can apply bis mind to any work at all, and ♦ 
I thini4he other side will also agree with me and are unanimouHly oIJHmI 
Tiew that the House ought to be prorogued fill better times (‘ame. 

®^^SDRA DAS: May 1 make an alternative 
suggestion? The alternative suggestion is this. It the Government 
„ M. rei-y- anxiou.s that the legislative work should be continu- 
ed and should go on uninterruptedly we mav be taken to Dar- 
jeeling in the same manner as the V. V. (iovernn.ent has token 
all file members of the U. P. Legislature fo Naini Tal. Take us to Darieel- 
:iig; we are ready; otherwise we support what has been stated bv 
Mr. Morgan. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 

are troubles. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: 

Darjeeling; it is not so hot as you suppose. Sir. 

Th. Hon>bl« Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 must record niv most 
cmi.hutic jjrote,st against the unkind expression used bv Mr. Morgan He 
used the expres.sion “stupid session ’. Goveriiiiient caiihot permit hooligaiiB 
and miscreants to p.iralyse the legislative activities ot (ioverniiieut. Tliere- 
tore, we cannot agiee either fo adjouriiiiieiit or prorogation of the House 
when we have such emergency legi.slutions on the uiivii. So far as the 
question raised by the Leader of the Opposition is concerned, I would like 
to endorse the views expressed by you. Sir, sonietinie back that in an emer- 
gencj the House should rather he always in session and we cannot avoid 
our responsibilities ami go away without di.schargiiig thciii. simply because 
some s ray incidents ...cur in the city. Therefore, 1 re()uest yoh. Sir, to 

tio'n'of the Hou'se prorugii- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 

iiansport for honourable iiieiiihi 

lilt for some time. Xot all honourable iiieiiihers are in possession of cars 
01(1 even if curfew i>erniits are made available to them tliev might find it ' 
itficulf even then to attend meetings ot this House. They should therefore 
>e provided with sufhcient transport facilities. 

-ImuIrT t*^*"'****l **®*f^****^P I'* •* tli'-n suggested that transport 

mCihers? J'*'™’*'' »<“ toimuralde 

• 

ih rf* f***^®*DENTl I think iKidtrs <»1 the different groups might sunidv 

re 

henli^ **-1: The list should be a compre- 

w?uld aC't’ kr'e •1'”'“^ r who want transport I 

of til; * 1 ° the "“Dies of members who have cars 

need nit m *}"!!] permits, the idea being that they 

w^h < flrfew permits will cover only the vehicles in 

ntadabll fo.*'?r t®”*^ ’’' I -"! ^ to them. Curfew [lennits will lie 

ailable for the transport Vehicle only and it will cover all the persons in 


There is (»ne noint more and that is about providing 
ihers. I think this niatt<‘r has been hanging 
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4lie vehicle. There will be no necessity for curfew ^ermi# for ea^ |iiem- 
ber travelling? in that vehicle. Those curfew permits^ inenfio^ the 
number of the vehicle also. I do not think a separate pCmit can be issued 
tOjj^each nleniber. ^ 


^ Mr. BIREN ROY: But suppose. Sir, there is a breakdown in th- 
^ service i then what happens? And if he finds himself in a curfew area? 

^ fir. LALIT CHANDRA D^: Will the Hon’ble Finance Mimste. 
kindly listen to me? Suppose, a member is travelling by tram and he hit- 
no permit with him, and that tram car service breaks down. What will 
happen to the member in this case? * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: May I reply to that point? It is really a personal 
privilege and 1 hope Oovernment will issue permits by name and makt 
them available to lionourable members personally : that would simjilil\ 
matters. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I hope 3 ^ou will realise, Sii. 
that Government are going to arrange transport and that is really 5atisfyin<» 
one of their privileges. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But thei e is one difficulty. As pointed out l\v 
Mr. Bireu Roy, there may be a breakdown of the conveyance, or on a parti- 
cular day his car is not available. Will he in that case attend the meeting 
or not? It is a member’s privilege to attend meetings of the Legisiatuio. 
it is the most important privilege attached to the menioership of this Houst* 
and I ho))e Government will see that members are not in any way incon- 
venienced in attending meetings or returning to their houses. 

The Hofi’hle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Government cannot take 
steps on hypothetical suggestions made by Mr. Biren Roy. Anything may 
happen, but we will go on the piesumption that there is no breakdown; mn 
is it to be supposed that the car in the posj^e.ssion (d Mr. Roy will .sustain 
a breakdown. 


Mr. 8YED BApRUDDUZA: It is not a hypothetical suggestion. It 
quite possible that in some cases there may be a breakdown ot the car or it 
may be the cur has been sent to the workshop tor reiniirs and in su- h cfse' 
we have to come by hackney carriage. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The driver may not be available because he is living 
in an area where curfew has been declared 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: It may happen, Sir, that a particulai 
member may have one car for his owm use and another for his son and it 
may be that his own car is engaged in that ca.se he wdll not be able to us*- 
the car unless he has the curfew permit in his own name. So it yon issue 
one permit for one car he cannot use the other car 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The permit may be used tor thr 
alternate cur. Hut we cannot come to a final decision now*. We can 
examine it but cannot give effect to this now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is there to examine I cannot understand. I 
hope Government can manage it without much examination and much los^ 
of time. It is a privilege of members of the liegislature to come to the 
House and to return home freely. So the i)ermit should not be attached to 
particular vehicles hut the permits should Ihj issued to members personally. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May "(re know wh«t i< the answer? 

TIm HMlri. Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give you an an-swei 
offhand. But I may »ay that it is 4 )nlv because Government respect the 
privilege of the member of the House that is why they have arranged for 



ADJOURNMENT. 


1947.] 


the isstie of permit. We are already arranging for facilities for members 
to attend the Legislature in view oi the difficutt 3 j' and when we wanteil to 
issue vehicle permit I think members should realise that it covers all cars, 
jiow that the members want to have individual permit we shall have tO 
examine it from that point of view. 1 do not sec any reason why it should 
not be possible to have such permits but we shall have to examine it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In that case, Sir, till the matter is 
decided better adjourn the House. We eaiinot take risk at every step. 
Government ought to liuve sulheient iesj)eel for the members of the House. 
It is the privilege of the member to attend (he House lively aud Govern- 
ment are to see that that tacilit^ i?. avaiialde. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All right, Sir 
Disturbances at Bhola. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir. 1 draw \oiir attention to the 
.ilarming slate «d things going on at Hhoia and lawlessiuss is joevailing in 
J{ln)la now. Sonn' persons are seeii‘ll\ tiaining (he use ol lathi play and 
other things and standing- erojis beltmging to ciotaui eommunity are being 
looted aud there are cattle lilting 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is that you arc leading from)-' 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 am leading horn a United Uress 
message. It was puldislusi in the various j>a|K‘rs \t‘stiMda\, J think, Sir, 
(lie attention ol the (loveriiiiient has lieeii diawn to the inlonnalion jiuh- 
lished vesteid.iv. May 1 know what sIcjk ( iov (‘iniuent are going to take 
to cheek this lawlessues'' llu'ie Irum spiiMding it (♦> other parts of the 
district. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sit. 1 have not received any 
olhrial j’eporl rt'gaiding wliat li.i'. breu .slated b\ Mi. Mazuiiidar. 1 shall 
make an tojipiirv inte (iu iii.ittei aio! I hu|M‘ I hhai) l)t> in a position either 
I'Uaeiiow (»r the day altei- possiblv ttuiioijow- -to make a statement. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 [uepost* to giva* notice ol a shori- 
uotuf (picstion regardi*ig this im-i(h*nl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: You cannot have both. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mi M azumdar, as (he Hon’ble .Minister has already 
''•lid that he would make a >(atement tomonow, 1 do not tliiiik you iiivd put 
la a short-notiee question. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Without prejudice to the other adjourn- 
ment motions. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Other adjournment motions arc not before the 
House. You cannot take u]> other adjounimcnl motions until the one 
admitted has been disposed of. 

The House stands adjourned till l-Kl p.iii. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 1-dO p.m. on Tuesday, the 29tlli 
April, 1947. 
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Mambtrs abtant. 

The following membera were absent from the meeting, held on the 28th 
April, 1947: — 

(J) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

('*1) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid ('howdhury, 

(6) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Eric Dermoi Doyue, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Kllahi, 

(8) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(9) Allhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(10) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(11) The lloirble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukhcrjea, 

(12) Mr. J. B. Nimmo, 

(18) l>r. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(14) Mr. Md. Taufiq, and 

(15) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 





WEST LEGISLATIVE COUNOL 


First Sssston, 34 


The CotryciL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Buildingii 
Calcvitta, on the 29th April, 194T, at 1-30 p.m. being the thirty-fourth day 
of tlie First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62 {2} (t/) of the Government 
of India Act, 1935. 

Mr, President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phos.^d Singh Rot, K.c.i.E.) waa 
in the Chaij. 


Disturbances at Chetia and Bhola. 

Mrt LALIT CH/VNDRA DA8: Sir, will not the Home Minister be 
present to-day ^ 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I gave notice of a abort- 

notice (piotion and you, I understand, passed it on hut up till now I have 
not got any ii.tt)riuati(ju when that question is going to be replied to, 
whether the question will be at all replied to. It is as regards the 
happenings at C'hetla, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I un<lei stand that it hits been sent to tl»e Secre- 
tariat. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I euouiie tliivough you, 
Sir. whether the (Toverninent can throw any light in this matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know what is the position, 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to the Bhola affair 
i\iised by me the other day the Hon’ble the Finance Minister as 
the acting Home Minister said he would make a statement to-day. May 
^^e hear him now, Sir'f 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: So far as the Bhola affair iii 
concerned Government have no information regarding any disturbance or 
any prevalence of lawlessness in that area but because the question was 
raised on the floor of this House yesterday we have sent a telegram to 
the District Magistrate to .send us an immediate report regarding the 
position at Bhola and to let us know w'hether there is any truth in the 
statement tliat there was disturbance or disorder in tluit area. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHUHY: Sir, I would again request 
Government through you to let us Ifnow whether they 'will bo able to 
make a statement before this House either today or tomorrow, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I believe that the Hou’ble Minister has not yet seen 
the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It is so, Sir. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: My question was a short- 
notice question and I aul surprised that it has not yet been placed befoM 
the Hon'ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that the question was sent to thtr 
Secretary yesterday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Wbat about the Home Minister, Sirf 
He has not yet arriveA 
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Tm HonWt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: representing him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: WhyP Home Minister is in Cal- 
cuita and he has come hack from Delhi. 

Mr. BiaOY SINGH NAHAR: Apparently he is taking rest, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA ifAS: He should be here. Sir, when this 
jaotion is being discussed and his department is concerned with it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One Hon’ble Minister can represent another. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As it concerns his department he 
should be here, Sir, and he should not make himself conspicuous by hi^ 
absence although he is in Calcutta. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: The acting Home Minister is here taking note*. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That acting period is over; tlie per- 
manent incuml>eiit has come kick. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; The acting Home Minister iiho knows some- 
thing a lout the aftair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that thi^ Council il» 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent ]niblic impoii- 
ance, namely, the situation created hy the decision ot the (iovernnieni 
of Bengtil to impose pre-censorship on all news and comments criticising 
the activities of the jKilice force in this province, as announced in a (fox- 
ernment press note issued on the tilst April, 1947. 

Mr Presidejit, Sir, the react umary and (*ommnnal (rovernment ol 
B(‘ngal has adde<l one more fe<ither of misdeed to their black cap by issuiii:: 
a gagging order which takes away the liberty of the press. The ordei 
prevents the press from jmhlishing anything criticising the acti- 
vities of the jxdice, their actions or inactions, their services or dis- 
services, their civilitv or atrocity. If thus the police is allowed to go <*n 
doing any sort <d thing w’ithout any c-omment or criticism hy the press "!' 
the public, 1 am afraid a virtual reign of terror will ,be created in tlc' 
city of Calcutta where the law abiding citizens will be made to live iu 
a state of perpetual terror and panic, and shall have to surrender to the 
whims and dictates of the police and shall have to swallow what the police 
do or act hy siiying “do hukuiir*. The misdeeds ot tlie p<dice forces hn^e 
beeome sacrosanct in the eye of the eommunal Ministry. The order ruc^ 
thus ; — 

“The Government of Bengal have noted w’ith deep concern the bitter 
attacks that have recently been launched in the press against 
members of the jKilice force. Such action is Iwuud to prejudit*’ 
the recruitment, training, discipline and administration of the 
force and to undermine its morale. Now more than ever, an 
efficient and reliable police force is an absolute necessity for the 
well-being of the province. Government are determined that they 
w'ill not permit the discipline of the force to be undermined by 
attacks in the pms. The matter is so serious that immediate 
action is called for. Government has accordingly felt that they 
have no other alternative than to control the news relating to 
police activities appearing in the press. They have accordinglv 
decided to impose pre-censorship on all news and comments cn- 
tiaiaing the activities of the police forced in Bengal, etc.’* 
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SuA order lias no par-dlel in th^ history of administration of anv 
civilis^ Government. Ministry has surm^l^d its own records of black 
de^s hf issninjf this order of ga^rffing the press. Sir, we all know what 
servicee the press gives to the people. Newspapers are real nation-builders. 
They monld and shape the public ojiinion. They do not hesitate to bring 
out the truth before the public. They have by their honoest lalmur averted 
many a crisis which might have overwhelmed the world. During the last 
decade the press has done immense service to our country and has contri- 
buted largely to the peace, progress and freedom of the country. During 
these hard days of communal frenzy, too, their contribution has been 
none the less. They have sought to create a healtliy atomsphere by 
appealing to the people to remain calm ond to maintain law and order. 
Various methods have been suggested by them to the Ciovernment for 
quelling the disturbances. Their criticisms have been always helpful. 
They have always raised their voice of protest against this senseless killing 
and fmtricidal activities which never help us in gaining our political 
objectives. Arson, looting and murder are merely acts of frenzy; they 
are no solution of political games that our leaders play. It is really 
Through sincere efforts of the Bengal press that the riots have not spread 
as it was meant to be done by the interested p<irties. And you are going 
to gag this pres.s and thus to deprive the public of the benefits of their ser- 
M(es. You want to whitewash the misdeeds of the police after letting 
ihcm loose in the streets of Calcutta. You want the public to suffer without 
T» protest even. The pres.s wants to help and .serve the public and you 
forcibly want to stop them from doing so. We krtow, Sir, the newspapers 
publish news which are true to their knowledge ami ba.sed on reliable 
infonnation.s. Their editorials and omuments are alway.s constructive and 
tair. Constructive criticisms are always webome. Tlien why is the (k)v- 
eTiinient .so much afrabl of criticism ^ We knoV that your tiovernment 
will never rise from it.s long slumber without the trumpet of j)ubli(‘ity 
and propaganda. Without publicity and pres.s re|K>rt your Govern- 
ment would not know what is liappeuiug un<ler your regime. The 
I-olice officers will never report their own misdeeds. Jb'titKins of the 
public will never reach your bands or will never be heard by you if you 
are not whipjied by publicity. If you gair the press who will give the 
publicity'' During tlie days of riot and (Hunmunal frenzy the admiinstra- 
tion of law and order had failed to dischargee its elementary duties to the 
people. The guardian of law and <irder have not been aide to ('ontrol the 
Mtuation in this great city of Calcutta. What is the causey Arc the 
jHdice really inefficient y Do they know their own busines.sy Have they 
heeii maintained and paid for out of the taxes sucked out of the j>iK)r 
people’s blood only to commit atrocitie.s on themy II they are inefficient 
and if they do not know their business then what is the \fse of maintain- 
ing them at such a huge cost. If the press reveals these facts and point 
our the defect.s, the pres.s is considered guilty by the guilty-minded (Gov- 
ernment. Sir, if the police roally medn their business, they can stop such 
goondaism or stabbing within 24 hours. They know the persons doing the.se 
acts, they have lists of such g(K)iida.s and lmdmashe.s, but they do not 
take anv action against them because it seems that their instruction.s are 
such. \Vhenever they act, it is against the innocent public and not against 
the culprits. They arrest innocent people and the passersby and they will 
never find out the culprit.s even if they are jKjinted out. I would cite one 
instance to the House. On the 2oth in.stant Friday, one Ram Samp Singh was 
stabbed to death in a bye-lane in Siireiidra Nath Banerjee Road. His son 
saw the assailant and recognised him and reported the same to the police. 
The culprit was not arrested. How then do you think that stabbing would 
stop? And when such incidents are published the press is accusef! 
bringing the police to the hatred of the public, or of demoralising the 
police. I cite another case — in Surendra Nath Banerji Road near 
Blockman Street corner there hare been stabbing cases and the number 
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would be not less than ten by t^s time, some of which have since been 
proved fatal. Crackers have also been ihrolwi and brickbats hurled 
from the same place. No action has been taken, not even any armed 
guard or watch has been posted there. In Hughes Road, Sir, the armed 
police entered the low built huts in a Dosat Bustee, tortured, wounded the 
inmates and killed four persons and made a free use of their rifles and 
bayonets on these unfortunate ^rictims. Streams of blood flowed out of 
the place. The most inhuman action that was committed there was that 
the poor women of the place were forced to drag out the wounded and dead 
bodies of their near and dear ones and to place them on police vans for no 
fault of theirs. It so happened that one prominent citizen of the locality 
was passing in his car. He saw the crime of the police and protested. 
He was ordered to clear out elr»e he would be shot dead. He drove his car 
a few yards ahead and waited to see what happened next. Accidentally 
the police chief of the city of Calcutta was passing through the same place 
at that very time. Tlie Commissioner of Police saw the brutality of the 
armed guards. The gentleman also drew the attention of the Commissioner 
and recpiested him to stop the inhuman acts. But to his utter surprise 
the police chief, the preserver of law and order in the city, paid no need 
and went away. And if these incidents are published in the press the high 
morale of the Calcutta police will >urely \)e undermined. 100, Hamsou 
Road incident is rather Uk) familiar. The Hon’ble Minister of Law 
and Order has accused the public and the press alike for believing in the 
hearsay. According to him the whole matter is a myth and still he has 
prosecuted two of his most able newly imported iwlicemen. Had there 
Wn no publicity this action would not have been taken. The fact that 
the accused were arrested long after this incident goes to pro\e the 
case 

• 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir, the 
hou’ble member is going into a case which is suJhjudice and if he is given 
the latitude (he otlier side may claim the s;ime latitude 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am listening to him. I think Mr. Nahar you 
better repeat what you said last, 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, I will read what I have said 
“According to him the whole matter is a myth and still he has prose- 
cuted two of his most able newly imported policemen. Had there been 
no publicity this action would not have been taken 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you better leave out that portion. I 
think the best course i^ to avoid any refereiu'e to the case. The matter i^ 
suh'judicc so better not make any refeience. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May I make a submission. He wanted 
to show how this publicity of 100, Harrison Road, incident was responsible 
for instituting the case. If the ptress did not publish the incident the 
case would not have been instituted at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, it could be done without expressing 
any opinion as to whether the obser\’atiou3 of the Chief Minister have 
been right or wrong. So, Mr. Nahar, you better avoid any expression ot 
opinion. I hope you will follow my advice. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I may explain to my honourable 
friends opposite that I was going to show tlial this sort of order does not 
really help things to come properly. 

% I may cite another instance how the innocent has to suffer. Only day- 
l>efore-vesterday, curfew was imposed suddenly from 4 p.m. in certain 
areas of Taltala police-station. The information was received at about 
3 p.m. Propaganda vans toured round at aboi^t 3-30 to 4 p.m. My 
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»en'attt was already out for marketing and naturally he did not know 
of the curfew order. While returning at about 4-15 p.m. he was stopped 
bv the police «nd was not allowed to enter the curfew area. On getting 
information I rang up the Taltola police-station to pilot him to my houee, 
as by 7 p.m. the other areas will also come under curfew. Instead of 
giving help the police threatened that if he was found loitering he woiJd 
be arrested. This is how curfew works, and this is the spirit of service 
of your trusted and able police officers. 

Sir, the Government by this gagging order seeks to perpetuate a rule 
not by moral acquiescience of the people conducive to the growth of demo- 
cracy, peace and freedom, but by the brute force muzzling press and 
public opinion, by invoking special powers ordinances, while it is nothing 
but a negation of fundamental rights of the people. The world has already 
.seen the fate of such fascist dictator.s who used to ride loiighshod over 
the public opinion. The powers like Hitlers and Mnssolinis and Tojos 
have vanished. Terrori.sm and g<uig‘«terism cannot and will not succeed. 
India is no doubt passing through the critical phase of her national life 
but we are on the verge of freedom. I would therefore like to warn the 
authorities that by alienating public sympathies by way of gap:ging and 
muzzling the press and stiffling the public opinion, they are bringing the 
days of their doom neiirer and nearer. Public opinion must assert itself 
and sweep away the forces of reaction and anti-nationalism. We w^ant 
freedom of thouglit and freedom of expres.sion. Put you want to gag such 
freedom which is an inalienable right of the people. AVe know tliat the 
Ministiy is composed of a set of incompetent “Apkeswaste walas” who can 
never rise equal to the occa‘'ioii and see beyond their nanrov grove. They 
aie just like the proverbial “Gobcm C'handra” Ministers under the “HuIkk) 
('haiidra'’ regime. The people are getting fed up with their present des- 
potic administration which has failed to inspire public confidence and has 
miserably tailed to discharge its elementary duties and ohligalion to the 
pHipIe at large. 

In conclusion, Sir, I sulmiit that if tin’s gagging order is persisted it 
will lead to unaulliorised publications which the Government will never 
be able to .stoj). People will get all the more panicky. Public morale 
will be completely undermined and the police zoohtm and atrocities will 
go on with relentless turv. The gagging order will defeat the purpose 
tor which it has been invoked. Exaggerated reports of police atrocities, 
biKe rumour and incredible stories will go round fisun mouth to mouth 
and an intolerable situation will thu.s be created. Hem-e 1 would urge 
upon the Government to refrain tiom this di.sastrous <*onrse and .to with- 
draw this senseless gagging order in the interests of the press as well as 
of the GoYernment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Motion moved that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a detiikite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, namely, the siUiation created by the decision of the Government 
of Bengal to impose precensorship on all new^.s and comments criticising 
the activities of the police force in this province, as announced in a Gov- 
ernment Press Note issued on the 21st April, 1947. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, it appears that adjourn- 
ment motions are coming up frequently thus interfering with the normal 
business of the House. Either there i« a defect in the rule.s or there boa 
been too liberal an interpretation of the niles governing adjournments and 
thus the normal business of the Hoii.ne is siispende<E If any minor 
incident round the comer of the citv or the province either real or imagi- # 
gives occasion for adjourning tbe business of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, it is a reflection 
on the Chair and I hope you will withdraw the expreafion. % 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHUfiY: Yes, Sir, I withdraw. The 
rule .«»liould be made more stringent in the matter of adjournments of the 
House without of course abrogating those rights and privileges which are 
ordinarily available to every legislature. This is a right of the Legisla- 
ture; no doubt it is a right of the members to have very important matters 
discus-sed in preference to the pormal business of the House if that right 
is not abused or is not ext^sively used for anything and everything. 
Therefore I submit that the Rules should be so drafted 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAdUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir, I do not 
understand what the honourable member is driving at^ Is he speaking 
on the rules governing adjournment motions or has he got anything to 
support the gagging order, I do not follow? 

Mf. PRESIDENTS Mr. Ilamidul Huq Chowdhury is making a general 
observation on the rules of adjournment for criticising Government action 
I think he is entitled to do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But that is not the subject before the 
House, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, you know in a matter like tliis certainly 
every member can express his opinion generally on the question of the 
principle of adjournment motions. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Illustrating my observation 
I say that the subject-matter of to-day should not have been brought in 
the form of an adjournment motion. 

Now adverting to the philosophy of my friend, the mover, namely that 
the liberty of the press is the foundation of the individual's liberty it i^ 
to a certain extent true. But it you look round to the press activities, to 
the piipers propaganda starting before August 10, 1940 and if anybody is 
responsible for keeping the communal flame burning it is the press; it i-i 
the newspapers. It is not peculiar with this province that restrictions hav<‘ 
been sought to lie imposed upon the papers but they are to be found in 
every province. Ihmibav has tried it; Punjab has tried it under Section 
9*1 Government ; Bihar has tried it and Bihar has not only gagged un- 
authorised writing in the newspapers but they have also stopped the entry 
of new’s|vapers fismi Bengal and other neighbouring provinces. I do not 
object to the resimnsibility of the Ministry or the Government and in dis- 
charging that respon-^ibility to, their exercising this extraordinary power ot 
gagging the jntpers when the citizen’s safety requires that it should be so done 
when our sentiments run high, when emotionalism is the only argument which 
«wa\s our judgment or our action it is very ditficult for' us to argue and 
any that in this riot that is going on in the city it is not the Hindus alone 
who are suffering nor are the Muslims alone wbo are suffering; both side'J 
are suffering; inhuman atrocities are being committed on the most inno- 
cent and most unsuspecting passersby both among the Muslims and among 
the Hindus and both are the victims to the assassin’s knife. I even say 
that it is more often the innocent w’ho are the vdctims of the assassins. 
So also is the ca.se that sometimes it is the innocent who fall victims to 
the police l>eoause the culprits who are always on their guard and are bent 
on stabbing somebody commit the crime and run away scot free and the 
innocent who may run away out of fear may be caught by the police 
though they are the culprits. And when he strikes fhe make.s previou- 
preparations to do so) he ^so escapes and thereafter the police come upon 
the scene, make arrests right and left not excluding the most uususpectinjr 
of people who may l)e about. There are hundreds of cases coming up 
every nay complaining against atrocities of the police in which innocent 

a le have been murdered or violently deolt with, of houses having been 
en inh^ by the police and arson and loot havieig been committed, and 
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also of people and children expecting to be released on bail which, how- 
ever, i* being refused everyday. This* is what is happening almost daily 
in Calcutta, but, Sir, what is the other course left to Government? If the 
situation is as above, when the most innocent and the most unsuspect* 
ing are attacked and wounded or even killed, then I think some sort of 
force is essential on tlie part of the police for the proper protection of 
people against those who work in cover. Therefore, it is no good exciting 
passions of the people; for, exciting passions of the populace 
does not help. If on the contrary the |)olice is not given free scope to use 
a certain amount of harshness at that stage, then we must go hack to what* 
was happening on the Kith August till the end of that month, when the 
police was most conspicuous for their imn-interference and what was the 
result? The result was thousands of lives were lost and millions of rupees 
worth property were destroyed, and the suffering of innumerable families 
aie still continuing. And if we contend today that the imlice shall not 
use any violent methods or even a slight degree of Imrshuess, then we 
must lie ready for what happened in the month of August last. If the 
mover of the adjournment motion can cite four examples in which the 
police molested innocent and unsuspecting persons, I t^in also with equal 
degree of correctness cite another half a dozen cases which have come to 
iiiN personal notice and in w'hich I also held investigiitions hut over which 
I have kept silent, because until the city has got Imck to normalcy the 
question of finding fault with the activities of the police end curbing their 
activities also is rather premature. Fpon the non-com imiual attitude and 
freedom of the police depends the safety of the city. The more we can 
drive this necessity home into the minds of the police force the greater 
will he our chance of escaping the tragedy of August 1946. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise to sujqiort the motion moved 
hy my friend Mr. Nahar, Sir, with the dawn of independence within our 
^iew, it will sound paradoxical that in Bengal we are going to lo.se our 
jiersonal lihertie'» and freedom of the press, thanks to the whim of the 
communal administration working in Bengal, as one-way traffic; their 
goiil l)eiug the achievement of Pakistan. So like a skilful juggler Mr. 
Sulirawardy cries halt at every turn of the ptditical turnoike gate, to 
make free passages tor the heroes of Pakistan. It is only tue other day, 
at this (’oiincil hall, that he glorified the Punjabi iH)lice as the Hiiviour 
of Calcutta. If so, how awkward it appears to him that these Muslim 
Armed pfilice should horribly be featured as the oerpetrators of crime in 
the Hindu press, who presumably may he apt to lie being “kafirs”, or “non* 
helivers”? If they commit crimes why should they he publicly brought 
to light; are they not trying their level best to help to establish Pakistan 
in Bengal? So arises the need for the curtailment of press freedom which 
is already suffering under considerable rest ri< t ions perhaps iimler u lame 
plea of “mutual retaliation theory” though dame rumours are playing havoc 
and public confidence utterly shatterec^. 

There must be som^ limit to patience even to Miihatmaji’s non-violence. 
The excesses committed by the Punjabi Muslim police outstrip all conceiv- 
u hie form of human leniency ami if they be not published and properly 
'eutilated an assumption will naturally be nuule by them that they are 
idwve law.s and all actions however brutal will deserve praise an<l support 
from the authority. The further gagging measure as under reference 
^ill, ultimately lead to it with dreadful consequences. 

Full and complete black-out of this section of news in the newspaper* 
^ill no doubt act as a smoke screen to hide mi.sdee<ls, commission and 
omission of the Punjabi Muslim Police wlio know their own business. ^ 
A.s a result of blackout of the important news unwarv travellers or passere* 
by might be entrapped in the danger spots and would lose their lives with* 
out any chance of being rescued jis the rescuers are being sometimes shot 
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dead. Eijgrlits to life, liberty and property are the elementary rigrhts of 
every national and any Government failing to provide these essential con- 
ditions ceases to claim its existence. I am confident that the excesses which 
were being published in the papers would have shocked a most unimpres- 
sionable Governor like Sir Frederick Burrows, even if we do not take the 
outside public into account. 

As everybody who knows <tMr. Suhrawardy, knows it well that as a 
propagandist he has an excellent record. To establish full and sovereign 
Paxistan is his aim and to camoufiage the main object he is indulging in 
big phrases like ‘‘United and Sovereign Bengal” in a divided India. He 
is therefore naturally crying down the Partition movement and to crush 
it completely,, in his usual way of a master propagandist, wants to cru^h 
the Bengali Hindu press. His sermon on the mount at New Delhi reminds 
me of the story of the Tiger lecturing of the beauty of the iKingles to the 
unwary passerby. 

These Punjabi Muslim police are totally ignorant of the language, 
manners and customs of the people of the province and so they are totally 
unfit to serve Bengal and if they l>e retained and tlieir excesses to be pro- 
tected under tlie shelter of law, does not the su^pic ion naturally arise that 
it is being done to achieve Pakistan by any means however foul hence 
the necessity of this blackout to protect bis f)wn police force. 

Sir, the double faced game (d the Leaguers is now a public property — 
think of the Punjab and North AVesteru Province, where the League stands 
as the perpetrators of the worst crimes even judged by most impartial 
people, there the voice of the Leaguers jise topmost for the freedom of 
the Press and Association and the\ have laum-hed a civil disobediemc 
campaign there; their behaviour in Bengal differs, though here the\ 
should have been very cheerful, because they control the administrative 
machinery and the Hindus being most half the population of the province 
have no hand in the shaping of their own destinies. Tax-pa\ers are not 
represented in the ('abiiiet whch is bringing not only taxation bills but 
land exproprietory bills also. The gagging of the Press under further res- 
trictive measures therefore must be viewed in this light namely the pro- 
tection of the criminals and the crushing of the Partition movement and 
it cannot be explained otherwise. So, I stroiigl\ condemn the measure, 
its object being diabolical and lacking all the priucij)les of political 
ficience and practical sense of administration. 

Sir, I have shown how gagging ordinances have become necessary for 
this communal administration to keep down the Hindus who even accord- 
ing to Mr. Suhrawardy have .superior education, financial resources. He 
further stated that they will get better deal at his hands after 1948 June, 
under a sovereign Bengal state in a divided India. Mr. Suhrawardy admits 
of course under the pressure of the much maligned agitation for a partition 
or repartition of Bengal, that Mu^slims have got a slender majority. I 
would request you, Sir, to make the word “slender” 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Mr. Mazumdar, we are not discussing general 
politics now. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAXUMDAR : Now Sir, I was showing how this 
gagging order was aimed at to stop this movement and other things. This 
1ft, 1 think, quite pertinent, Sir, 

Now, Sir, may I enquire from our Chief why then they are wielding 
an overwhelming “power”j and unreasonable attitude of mind particularly 
in bringing the laud bills when the Hindus are vituaDy affected. Our 
Chief betravs his real self when he thinks that he is all in all in delivering 
goods in Bengal and threatening with “unending misery to a divided 
Bengal.” In this connection, may I enquire if h^ is agreeable to accept 
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nil hvmble suggestion namely press gagging ordinance should he imme* 
diately withdrawn and in their place a standing press advisory oom* 
mittee consisting of the editors of Bengal dailies with 10 members from 
the Legislature to be nominated by the President and the Speaker to be 
formed with powers to deal with all press matters oonnecteii with note 
and other communal disturbances. 

■With these words, I commend the motion of my friend Mr. Nahar to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr, MD. TAUFiQ: Sir, I rise to oppose this motion. Actually, in my 
opinion there is no necessity of giving a reply to the arguments put for- 
ward by Mr. Nahar and Mr. Mazumdar. To me it appears like a gramo- 
phone record which I have been hearing from time to time since August 
16th. 1946. Not only the press but these frequent adjournment motions 
are mostly responsible for the riots. Your communal speeches (Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das : Your communal action in the Colootola Street) are creating 
this trouble since August 10th, There are certain complaints against the 
police among the Hindus and the Mii.'^lim citizens of Calcutta. There are 
(‘omplainfs against the Gurkha police. They have sh<it many Muslims in 
Cliitpcre Rfwul — small boys were standing in the verandah or balcony of 

their houses and the Gurkhas shot at them (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: 

Was that published — did you rejmrt that to the press?) We did report. 
(Mr. Lalit C’handra Das: Was that published?) AVe do not like the 
publication of these things. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Air. Tauhip will you jdwise resume your speech 
Without trying to reply to tlie interruptions. 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ : So, there are allegations against the Gurkha 
polne and there are allegations against the Ibinjahi police. Since the 
I'unjabi police were brought in (alcutta a sort ol compaign is going on 
a^ai!i>t them and my triends opjmsite want to prove that the Punjabi 
a* a class is unfit for this job. iMr. Buoy Sincjii N \har : Air. Taufiq is 

a I’unjabi) No, I am not a Punjabi. Now, Sir, it wotild have been 

better for the (Government if they had promulgated tliis onler on the 
press long before. If they had done that much of the trouble would have 
been averted. So far as the Oppo'«itir»n is concerned they must find some 
excuse to bhnne tlie Government. Thev were blaming the G<ivernment 
alsjut the August 16 affair that the imlice did not take an active part; 
now they blame the Government that the Punjabi jadice is harsh. They 
never raised their voice against the (lurkha jadice. (iurkhas are not 
Bengalees but they never raised that point, because they are very 
clever lellow>. They put their communal demands and communal griev- 
ances in such a way that they w<»ul<l not look unrwisonable. Sometimea 
they speak on the giounds of nationalism; fK^unetiines on the ground of 
provincialism and they play their game of comm unali sin while at the aame 
time they blame the* other side of •communal ism. This gagging of the 
press order is not fdr the Hindu press alone. It is for the whole press of 

Bengal. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: But it k ]>redominantlv Hindu.) 

May be predominantly Hindu. I sliould think that we should not any 

more indulge in making speeches of a communal character and it is better 

that the motion is put to the vole and fini.shed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Permit me, Sir, to record my eraphatie 
protest against the imposition hv the Government of precensorship upoa 
the news and views relating to the activities of the police in Bengal. Sir, 
the gag order on the press is entirely unjustified. 

We desire most earnestly that the fratricidal strife in which tb^ 
Hindus and Muslims are now engaged should end as early as possible. 
We desire that measures however stringent should be adopted to briog 
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about its end. But excesses must be avoided. For this. Sir, a watohful 
press is necessary to call attention of the public and the Government to 
the excesses committed by the police. 

Mr. Suhrawardy says that his imported Punjabi Muslim Armed Police 
together with the rest of the ^lice force stand for the protection of our 
life, property and honour. What then, if they do not? Should theii 
misdeeds go unreported P 

In parts of Calcutta, Maniktalla for instance, Mr. Suhrawardy’s police 
beat men, women and children indiscriminately and even struck down a 
pregnant woman to unconsciousness and committed other acts of moles- 
tation on women. What code of honour prompts our Home Minister to 
gag the public*ation of such news? In another place, say Mechua Bazai 
Street, on the plea of a cracker thrown from a running bus, passenger^ 
W’ere dragged down, halted at a corner and robbed of their money. What 
code of morality but that of a goonda can urge a Ministry to hush u]) 
such news or put impediments in the way of publication of such newsr 
Some persons are arrested and on the plea of taking them to the tliana, 
they are sought to be led through a Muslim area, which means certain 
death to them. On their refusal to go to the 'locality, they are fired at 
and taken to hospital in a precarious condition where some of them die. 
Will Government gag the press and hush up such incidents? Some occu- 
pants of a house, say in the Burrabazar area, open the windows of their 
house to see wherefrom the sound of explosion comes. Immediately a 
bullet from the police rifle whizzes through the air and kills a man out- 
right, and another bullet hurts another in the skull who is carried un- 
conscious to the hospital. Is it the intention of Government that such 
news should he gagged? Sir, the 100, Harrison Road, case would not 
have seen the light of the day but for the press. 

Sir, democracy thrives on criticism. It rules by reason and persuasion. 
Public opinion is its strength and public opinion is expressed through the 
press and hence is the press called the Fourth Estate. Sir, when you 
gag the press, you really gag public opinion and thus you forfeit your 
claim to democracy. Indeed, Sir, we are under a Fascist regime. Mr. 
Suhrawardy has out-Hitlered Hitler himself. Since August lOth last, the 
day he inaugarated the Direct Action policy of the Muslim League by 
piesiding over a Muslim mass meeting under the Oehterloney Monument, 
there has been no end of troii})le in Bengal and elsewhere. We can forget 
only at our peril tlie great Calcutta carnage of August List. We can for- 
get only at our peril the sad happenings in Noakhali and South Tippera 
with their mass toiiversion, murder, arson, rape and loot. Sir, how can 
we forget the repeated happenings in Diicca and Calcutta outbursts of 
communal fanaticism? This time it is from the 25th March last that this 
city has been plunged into anarchy. In fact, terror and anarchy are 
sweeping through the land with endless loss of life and property 
in spite of Mr. Suhrawardy’s pojice. Over all these now comes 
the astounding order for the suppression of news regarding the 
activities of this corrupt, tyrannical and highly inefficient police. 
Sir, the press laws are already verj’ stringent. The pressmen 
work with a halter round their neck. For any error or supposed 
error, for disseminating news not palatable to the Government, they are 
made to de}>osit huge amounts of money which is subsequently forfeited 
to the Government. Sir, why gag the press then? Sir, it won’t do to 
aay that the imported Punjabi police are a set of fine disciplined soldiers. 
Hitler’s troops were similarly described even by Mr. Cburchill. That did 
not prevent his soldiers committing the worst of crimes in Russia and the 
ooeupied countries of the West. Mr. Suhrawardy’s soldiers may be fine 
os well as disciplined but they are not impervious to sex-impulses nor are 
they unconcerned in loot, nor irresponsive to bribe-taking, nor averee to acta 
of cruelty. 
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Sir, in Ireland when deValera and his comrades fought the British, 
black and tan methods were adopted by the British Constabulary, ^th 
in England and Ireland, the actions of the police were subjected to severest 
criticism but the (Government of the day never thought of muzaling the 
press. Here, however, our Home Minister in right Fascist style gags the 
press and protects the misdeeds of the police from seeing the light of the 
day. Sir, the situation which has arisen is simply unbearable. The pre- 
sent (Government must go; otherwise there will be no end to the miseries 
of the people. What is most needed as an immediate solvent of the situa- 
ti(m is the establishment of Itegioual MinistrievS — one for Western Bengal 
\\here Hindus overwhelmingly preimnderate and another for l*iastern 
Bengal where the Muslims similarly outnumber witli a view t 4 > ultimate 
partition of Bengal. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, is the member at all 
relevant ? 


Mr, PRESIDENT: I think he is. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you, Sir. Sir, rommunalism 
has infected the mass minds of the Muslims to such an extent that 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I wouhl request you to confine yourself 
to the subject matter of the adjournment motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I am speaking of the situation 
arising out of the policy of (iovernment. The |)osition has became 
unbearable 


Mr, PRESIDENT: But you should not go beyond the scope of the 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It U the subject matter of the adjourn- 
ment motion and I think I am entitled to speak on the situation that has 
aiisen out of the gagging order of (Tovernment, The situation has become 
unbearable 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can spt^ak about the situation that has arisen 
out of the precensorship order. But you cannot go into the general jmli- 
tics and discuss anything and everything else 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that is your ruling, Sir, I think I 
^ill sit down 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will confine yourself to the adjourn- 
ment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OAS: Weil. Sir, I will try my best to do 
•o. But 1 think I am entitled to say something about the situation 
created by this sort of order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: • As an old parliamentarian and with your experi- 
ence as a lawyer you should realise that an adjournment motion can only 
be al^wed on a definite matter of urgent public importance. Therefore 
the discussion must be on a definite mot ter. It cannot be on every con- 
ceivable subject, and that will l>e out of order, I am afraid. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, I bow down to your ruling-— 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! Mr. Das, your time is up, (Here the honourable 
member resumed his seat.) 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to oppose the motion 
before the House, but in doing so I wish to make some comments. 

I yield to no one in the desire for freedom of the press, but freedom 
does not mean licence. Now^Sir, it is undeniable that some of the pre.s8 
have been injudicious in many of the statements regarding the police and 
the Calcutta rioting — remarks which helped to stir up communal feelings. 
This is to be deplored, and any action taken by Government which would 
have the effect of preventing such statements, is to be commended. We 
cannot expect the police to do their best to maintain law and order if 
statements regarding their actions generally are continually critical. 
Isolated case-s there may be and in one case Government has taken action. 
But general abuse does more harm than good. At the same time the 
powers taken by Government must not be used to suppress information 
which the public are entitled to have. Government have in many ins- 
tances delayed to pkce fact.s before the public and that has had the effect 
of making the public su.'ipicioiH of Government. All publicity regarding 
the true imsition is to be welcomed, but the public are suspicious of cen- 
sorship in any form and will continue to be suspicious in this instance 
in that they fear (iovernment may suppres.s information, which action 
might be construed as having political party aims. 

If the censorship is clean and unhia.sed, it can do good. If not, then 
the public will have every right to enthuse Government. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, Sir, imme- 
diately, tollowing the Harrison Hoad incident and its true picture pub- 
lished by the nationalist press and criticised, the Suhrawardy Government 
imposed precensorship order uixm the press, tlierehy gagging the pre^.s 
about all real reports about jiolice atrocities. Tlie reason.s given for such 
orders are stated to he that such criticism would prejudice the recruitment, 
training, discipline and administration of the police force and undermine 
their morale. Pray if sound criticism of the activities of the members of 
law and order, affect the development of their morale, will their gross and 
brutal acts of immorality establish their morale ujum riding roughshod 
over the feelings of the minority community. I tail to understand how 
this gagging of the press will help the recruitment of the police force. 
Mr. Suhrawardy defended tlie importation of these new recruits to the 
])olice from tlie Punjab on the ground that the members of the majority 
community to the jKilice force in tlie city were in a minority. The events 
during the last few weeks have, however, shown that whatever other 
objects these newly imiwrted i>olice men might be helping him to achieve, 
they have unquestionably succeeded in creating a sense of panic and in- 
security all over the city. The warning given by my humbleself in course 
of ray speech on the supplementary Police Budget debate dated 25tb 
March, 1947, that “the excess money re(|iured for bringing in the Punjabi 
Muslims was to terrorise tlie children of the soil” lias, as rightly pointed 
out by the “Amrita Bazar Patrika” in its issue of 19th April, 1947, proved 
to he prophetic. We warn the authority that things cannot be allowed 
to go on in this way any longer. 

Does Mr. Suhrawardy believe in the theory of maintenance of disci- 
pline of police force by Wnning all the news of nolice cruelties? I admit 
with Mr, Suhrawardy that “efficient and reliable police force'* is most 
neoeasary at the present moi»ent. But it is not certainly the prwf of their 
reliability because they are^serving the political aims of a particular party 
or are useful instruments in spreading terror and havoc to the mute 
millions of the minority community. The reliability of the police of Mr. 
Suhrawardy’s Government is the replica of the same Government. In sup- 
pressing the press, the Suhrawardy Government is ruppressing the spread 
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of its ii0£arious activities which are shameful for even a barbaric regime. 
This order is a convenient excuse to a thorough-going communalising of 
the p^oe force behind the scene and at the back of the knowledge of tho 
public and the press. 

The adjournment motion on Harrison Road incident was disallowed on 
the simple excuse that the matter was already sub-judice and should not 
l>e prejudiced, Mr. Suhmwardy took his shelter under this very timely 
garb and practically he gagged the cherished right and liberty of criticism 
of the Opposition benches. But all comments coming from the lips of 
Mr. Suhrawardy are almve all criticism and above the implications of a 
case sub-jndice. It is nothing but gagging the legislature when Mr. 
Suhrawardy says that the speeches made bv the Opposition members on 
the adjournment motion would come within the mi'^chief of the orders if 
they w'ere published in the press. This trampling of the traditional and 
conventional privilege of the members to speak about the adjournment 
motion without reservation and the publication of them verbatim in the 
press is a sure sign of the dictatorial mentality observed only in totali- 
tarian states of Hitler and Mussolini. Is Mr. Sulirawardy going to convert 
himself in any understudy of Hitler, knowing the conseiiuence (d such 
regime? Does he not think that this double gagging of the press and the 
Opposition, he is simply encouraging tlie lawless activities of the so-called 
keepers of law and order? Ik^es he not think that by his orders on the 
press, he is simply helping the rumour-mongers in taking their place and 
nuiking things worse? Mr. Suhrawaixlv knows the evil con.sequeuce of 
siu'h idle rumours and he has tdten asked the people to he careful of them. 
But he is now inviting the same by his highhanded i)recensorshii> order 
on the press whose tfnly tault was that it calle<l a sjuule a sjuide. W« 
demand that in the interest of peace and security and in the interest of 
communal harmony this imported Punjabi Force should he dislxuided ami 
removed forthwith froju the city an«] from this province. We talk, protest 
aiH* vve table adjournment motion which would he of no effect as they 
Would only get a characteristic reply from our Hon’ble the Chief Minister. 
We do also demand that the order of his (iovernment imposing precensor- 
ship on all news and oomments criticising the activities of the police 
•hould at once be withdmwn for the ends of justice and fairpky. lilven if 
this humble appeal of ours goes without resnonse memlwrs should think 
twice if they can co-operate with a communal administration for the best 
interests of the country. I would like to tell the League Ministry that the 
public have lost all confidence in their Government. They may take note 
that oommiinalisation of services, gagging of the press and reducing to 
subservience the minority community would not end the present trouble 
unless the mentality of the League Ministry is changed. History dies 
hard; history also repeats itself. Has Mr. Suhrawardy forgotten the 
events closely following the internal dissension between Shiraj and 
Mirzafar? The same dissension is there now'. Let us hope that history 
repeats itself and any reasonable maff with some foresight could observe 
the writing on the wall. 

Mr, 8YED BADRUDOUJA; Mr. President, it in after a good deal of 
hesitation that I take part in the delwite this afternoon. As a matter of 
fact, Sir, for nine long months I have observed a discreet and dignified silence 
on matters involving communal issues per chance any undesirable obser- 
vation or remark in an unguarded moment might instead of soothing 
troubled waters aggravate the situation oil the more. It is, Sir, a misfor- 
tune, a cruel* tragedy of public life in India that whenever any attempt 
at conatittttion making ha.s been made the communal bubble has always 
burst revealing to the world the most combustible substance of racial 
hatred and antagonism that lies beneath the apparently calm politi^l 
surface of India. And now when India is on the threshold of attaining 
freedom thk trouble has again*' beguli and day in and day out cases ox 
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er«on, of loot, of plunder, of maBaacre of innocent are brought to our 
notice which conclusively prove that the communal virus has poisoned the 
entire atmosphere. Sir, the Government of Bengal has to-day been faced 
with the most difficult situation. Violent diseases, Sir, require violent 
remedies. I personally bear testimony to the fact that when the curfew 
was imposed in my area, in the Taltola area, most of the inhabitants had 
to go without food and most of them had practically to starve because 
the curfew was promulgated at 11 p.m. in the night and it continued the 
whole day following. Yet we do not grudge it; we have got to put up Jwith 
some amount of inconvenience; some amount of restraint on our movements, 
all for the sake of restoration of peace and amity among the citizens of 
Calcutta. The Government of any civilized country in the world would 
he forced to impose certain restrictions on the ordinary civil liberties in 
abnormal times. In normal times we know arson, murder, etc., do occur, 
but then the ordinary machinery of the land is sufficient to cope with the 
situation but in abnormal times abnormal and stringent methods have got 
to be adopted. Now, Sir it appears that gagging of the press is not 
resented so much as certain incidents that occuned in a certain area com- 
mitted by certain members of a certain section ot the police. For a single 
moment I will not support or condone the excesses of anv man, either of 
a member of the |X)lic€ service or of a member of any other service or of 
any official or non-official to whatever denomination, to whatever creed, 
to whatever organisation, to whatever community he may belong. Tar and 
feather such miscreant qunrte and sbiughter him, torture him with every 
refinement of cruelty. But for (iod’s sake do not make the administration 
responsible f«>r the misdeeds of a miscreant or mi'^creants. 1 shall not 
go into tlie particular case of jxdice excesses referred to because tliat ques- 
tion does not arise at the i»resent moment and also because that case 
is suh-judu'C and wc cannot g(» into the merits ot the case at this 
stage. But simjdy because a particular member of a particular police 
force (xmimitted something it does not necessarily follow that the liberty 
of the press, tlie freedom ot the press should be taken advantage of to 
condemn the entire branch of that partiiular jxilice force. It they have 
committed certain offences certainly they are guilty; they should be put 
on trial and if the cliarge is substantiated against them, they should be 
minislied. Such charges have been made agyiust the (hirkha police as well. 
If some members of the armed ]»olice force from tlie Funjab are condemned 
as devils there are some members of the Gurkha armed police who are not 
certainly ungels (»t peace and perfection, there have been excesses ])erpe- 
traled by Imtli sections of the police during the riots where the police 
has been alleged to have done violence to miscreants and innocent people 
alike. Pursue the miscreants by all means, pursue those who are engaged 
in the tusk ot murdering, torturing, assassinating innocent people, looting 
properties and in committing rape on innocent women, ^pot them out 
ami punish them. But by all means strengthen the hands of the Govern- 
ment in this connection and do not» embarrass them. 

Sir, in this particular connection I have heiird much to my amazement 
and surprise, that every time that this question is raised attempts are 
made to link up the conduct of a particular man wuth the administration, 
as if the administration is responsible for inciting violence in any manner. 
Sir, my relations with the Hou’ble the Home Minister of this province 
kttve never been tx)rdial since the dramatic exit of Mr. Fazlul Huq in 1943. 
I have had no personal social or political contact with him three years, but 
1 must state without any fei^ of contradiction that all the statements that 
Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy has issue<] since after the riots of August, 1946, 
have been m^ked by a sweet reasonableness, a sobriety of judgment, and 
a sincere desire to ^store peace and confidence in the public mind, and 
his last statement has surpassed aU others in this resp^t. 1 have read 
that statement not once or twice, but over ^i^over agaiiT but have found 
in it no attempt to confuse the i)U^t|P\ighout a sincere desire to 
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re9lKit*e confidence in the public mind. It breatbefi tbrougbout a deaire to 
adjvit tbe confiicting interecits and harmonise the irreconcilable and 
direwnt claims of the two major communities in Bengal. If we did find 
Mr. »uhrawardy lacking in efficiency or slackening in bis efforts we would 
certainly not spare him as we had never spared him in the past. If we 
suspect^ that his Government was deliberately bungling or mismanaging 
the affairs of the province we would certainly not spare him at all what* 
ever the position and whatever the eminence that he might have attained. 
But at this critical juncture in the life hi.story of India when the whole 
atmosphere is surcharged with germs of suspicion and distrust, for God*» 
sake don’t bring in extraneous c-onsiderations, and confuse the reid issue, 
so much that even the appeal of Mahatma Gandhi and Quaide Alsam 
Jinmjh has not borne any fruit. AVhen g<H)ndas wnimit the most perfi- 
dious and treacherous crimes ami stab unsuspecting men and women behind 
their backs, no Government, no administration can check these 
violences, these michievous tendencies without the co-operation of 
the people as a whole. Therefore, we, Hindus and Mussalniaiis, have got 
to bury our hatchets. The philosopher in his closet, (he merchant in Iiis 
ledger, the legislator in the (^)umil or in the Assemblv, the judge on the 
Bemh, all (‘lapses and conditions of people, educated or uneducated all 
alike must come forward to compose the difl’erences, and pave the way for 
interconiiniinal harmony which i.s the crying need of the moment in (his 
much distracted, niucli disrupted, much agitate<l land of Hindusthan. But 
I must confess to a feeling of disgust that simply beciuise there have been 
riots and recrudescence ot riots it cannot be urged as a real ground for 
supersession or dissolution of a particular Ministry or establishment of 
regional Ministries or promulgation of section If that is so, then I am 
afraid the administrations of many (ither provinces, including the (Vntre, 
liave to be superseded. No {wrticubir province is free from troubles now. 
Sir, it has been emphasised that communialism has infected (he whole pro- 
vincial administration with its virus. If so, imn I ask my tricnds on the 
oj)posite benches if the administration in the T nited Provinces, in Bihar 
and Assiim is not also communal'' and also in Madras and Bombay ^ If 
tbe “domination” by a particular party or community which happens to be 
in a majority in a piirticular pr(»vince every piviviuce til the present moment 
Is condemned as communal, then I am afraid we must pletnl guilty to 
the charge. Sir, riots have occurred in the past Init nowliere has it been, 
suggested that suppression <»f a jiarticular Government would offer the 
right solution 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Badrudduja you Innl better come to the sub- 
ject matter of the motion before (he IIoii.se. 

Mr. SAIYED BAORUODUtIA: Y es, Sir^ I am only answering cejtaiii 
points raiseil by my friend.s on the other side. 1 have got a personal weak- 
ness for the press and 1 would not for a moment ask (iovernnient to ahu,He 
their power and impose unnecessary restrictitms on the press. But restric- 
tion imposed in (he interest of peace and haiimmv, alike on the Muslim 
and Hindu press, is justified in certain cinuunstance. During the riots in 
August, Pd4(>, I useii to read certain newspapers and it pained me to find 
how Hindu and Muslim papers used to paint the members of the other 
community in the darkest ]>ossible colours representing members of their 
own community as angels while tlio.se of the other community as devils and 
Mifan^ with the reault.that even some of the greatest leaders among us 
who command great respect and confidence lost their heads — 

(Here the honourable meml^r reached time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OUTTA: Ur. President, first of all I 
may say tb|jt in moving this resolution the mover did not refer 
to any communal aspe|^ the^ gutter and indeed in our discussion 
so far there hare been^iiipll|gji m the^ shape of eulogy of Punjabi 
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Police and aleo eulogy of the Chief Miniater and aleo some refer* 
ence to communal aepect. But I would appeal to aU to look to the resolu- 
tion most dispassionately without any reference to any communal com- 
plexion of Jhe matter. It has been said that the press spoke evil things 
about the Punjabi Police. But our memory is short — the press also did 
not spare the Gurkha Police in this respect, so press did not confine their 
criticisms only to the Punjabi Police. 

Now let me refer to the subject matter of the resolution itself. This 
gagging order of the Government is of a character which it is impossible 
to supwrt from whatever Ministry and from whatever administration it 

might liaA'e emanated. The order runs thus: “ they have therefore 

decided to impose pr^censorship on all news and comments criticising the 
cictivities of the police force in Bengal.” Then a sub-clause is added re- 
garding the nature of the scrutiny. The scope of the scrutiny has been 
narrowed doWii. It has been said that fair criticism of the acnduct of the 
police force without exciting or attempting to excite hatred, contempt or 
disaffection against the force would be permitted by tlie censor. Now, 
suppose if there has been an iustance of brutal atrocity committed by any 
member of the police force irrespective of the question whether he is a 
Hindu, European or a Muslim, and if tliat fact is to be reported, the censor 
would say that an act of brutal atrocity of the Police officer would not be 
an act of brutal atrocity and it would not excite the hatred or eou- 
lempt or disaffection of the police? So practically it means suppres- 
sion of all heinous act on the part of the p4)lice. It means that tlie press 
will not be allowed to publish anything against police and only publish 
things which would eulogise the poli(*e. So it pmctically means suppres- 
sion of facts. 1 can only say as u warning to the administration that if 
they adopt such a fascist method, w'ild reports and wild rumours will get 
abroad aud tliey will be more dangerous than authentic report*^, 1 would 
appeal to the administration not to create an explosive situation in the 
country. The miud of the people is extremely explosive and can burst at 
the slightest provocation. I again say that do not play with explosive 
situation. Do not forget the lessons of history. Do not think that by 
muzzling the press you can muzzle reports which will get abroad with a 
good deal of colouring in it. The natural result of that is explosion and ex- 
plosion can wipe out a Ministry like this. 

Now, this gagging order is confined to the conduct of the police force. 
I agree with my honourable friend Mr. Badrudduja that abnormal situation 
requires abnormal order, but at the same time it is to be remembered 
what would be the effect of the order, what would be the object, what is 
the objective aimed at by this order. Would it really allay the situation? 
I say it won’t. It will aggravate and accelerate the situation. The police 
is the guardian of law aud oixler, police is an important factor of the exe- 
cutive. They are to protect the jieople. They are for the protection of 
the rights and liberties of the people. If any act of them or if any mem- 
ber or members of that force instead of protecting the rights of the people 
violates the elementary rights of the people they must be suppressed. It 
would be the duty of the State to see that there is ventilation of the news. 
It may be said that we can lodge a complaint. I would say it would be 
an absolute mockery. The public cau get no redress in this way. It is 
the duty of the State to get full infonuatiou of wlmt is happening in the 
country. Police is the eye of the State. We want to screen that eye. 
Do' not think tjiat by shutting the eye you can avoid the facts. Do not 
think that by shutting the eye you cau avoid facing the^ reality. As to 
the police conduct, it is o\ery unfortunate order. Even in any abnormal 
eituntion fuU liberty ought to be given to the press. As to the tradition 
of the police in this country, unfortunatelv k is not a very happy one 
and stiU the police ought to be th^e as^ ^ l^rotector of the rights and 
iiWrties of the people. So^ as the pe<^Ia^|aTe not got any ponffdenoe in 
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the action of the police , is the duty of the State t« give freedom to the 
press t«. report their cmidu. t Kyen exaggerated reports in some cases 
will not he so harmful as the ahsidute suppression of news. Of rourse ns I 
luno already .soul there is a pretence <d s. rutiny. Hut what is the worth 
ol the scrutiny. •oer>lK,dy kuous ,t. So we must l.mk .squarely «t the 
matter. Is , lor he gm„l o| the Stale; Is .t lor the g.a.d of the people ,.f 
the isuiutiy lha here must he a complete miiz/.liug of all repoHs alK.ut 
the ac ivilies ol the juduer 1 should miher llniik that some latitude 

ought to he given so hat re mai he the full reports aU.ut the conduct 

,d the ,«dlce Am I there is an> malicious reimrt llieii the new.s,>aper 
can he caiigh lu.ld ol and punished lor it, l•:^aggerallons ought to he 
condoned in this ahnornial silu.ilion in the couiilii The Stale should not 
he l<Ki .sensitive alauil the exaggerations. There is a veil line reniirk in 
the reason given for I Ins order that will uudetmine the niomle of the 
It is Y*Ty fliitu lilt tti iiiifliMst.iml tiu* hkhmIo. wIuj! |jui St;it(’ iiieaiKs 
t,y tins n.nn.lp of ” Ami t^i krep up tlu^ n.oinl. tloo.s tlu> SUito 

mean In iinliri.lle.l I.cmicu tn tliu fM.h.o h, ;ut as ^lm^ |,ke If that 

IS really lho 4i)>jeet aimed at tlum ^^e tan .mix sax ^nmd-ity |<, all ethies 
id (lyili/ed (mxenniiei.t in IVn^al. It is .Hft a nuttm- xx liirh' reallx re,,uireM 
any Inrther elnenlat mn. I he matter is a xmx simple 4 me xxhetlier nr nnf 
the press happens td. he tlie<ml.x metlnini in the nuMlern aj^e l 4 .r the xentilalnm 
n the -riexanees <,t the pta.pie, the press xxhnh the mn.lern ane ,s 
almost a limh n the administraiion. \4, State ean exist mnv in the 
modern xxorld xxitlnml the lnd[) 4>l tlu‘ piess. The press is praet ieall x speak- 
iii;' a jMit (d the iidministiatitm, ami muz/dino ol that importiHit, “ limh* of 
the afinmnstiation ami mnz/lino to do xxhat. nMi//hn- it to suppress the 
xxi-on^tnl act. ami the miseondiiet of an impoitant hraneh el tln> eveeiitive 
namely the ]»oli(e-is not HNisonuhle. S4» I xxouhl say that tins ressdii^ 
lion should he aeceptful. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Mr Sir I 

■•npiMiil the motion Unit h.is I In m.\ le.irncd liunid .Mr.’ Nnh'tir. 

Ihdore 1 deal xxjlh the .suhje< t -mat IfM 4)1 the motion I xxonid with \ 4 )iir 

permission sax a xxoid m replx I 4 , the ohseixatmn ol my hononVahh‘ friend 
Mi IlaniHlul llmi ( 'lioxx tllnn x re^i.inlin^' the flnties oi the (Opposition 
xxilh lespetl to mljoiniimenis. It t he ( m)x ei nment hx I heir acts 4)1 4 )mis,sion 
Meale situations in xxhnh the OpjM)s,ti4»n aie t4)rce.| to hrin^»- in a.liourn- 

ments xxilii a x lexx I 4 ) .haxx the attention 4 )f the House, ( think, Inixyexer 

Irefineni it^ max Im*, no jnmoniahle niemhei has anx ii^ht to fdiallen^'-e the 
(hMK)siti4)n\ nn(|nestion;.hle piixileoo to nmve ad |i)n in imm I s I therefore 
Mihmit, Sn, that the hon4)inahh* imm.her M, II.,m,did ilm| (’iMixvdhnry 
xxas 114)1, justilied in ofleiin- the cntimsms that he dnl with respect, to 
tiiese adjonrnnnmt s. | C4)n;: lal ulat4‘ mx liononrahle Iriend Mr. MorLMii 

tor hi.s verkal ^fpjmsition U> the nmlion xxh4*r4Ms, it j nmlersIdK),] him 
aii^rht, he actuallx snpiHirteil the adj4)ninment hecans 4 * he ^axe all the 
reasons wliifdi shouhl he ;'ixen in a (. 1*10 like this ami said that if this pre- 
'imsorshtp was nohtl> m.nie or earihsl out in the [»rop 4 ‘r .sjiirit there mav 
n4)t he any 4)hjeetum. Hut as exeixlMsIy knows, in a case 4 )f this nature 
\xheu the idea of the (i4»xernment i.s to muzzh^ the jness and when the 
officer who Is ^-oin^- U) act as the cens4)r in this matter is likely U> imhihe 
the ideas 4>t the jiarticular (ioxeinment in jxiwer miw there is hardly any 
mom f4.r expectin^r that he wonhl he so im|Mitial as Mr. M 4 )r^ran expects 

him U> he. Now, Sir, it is the tnndamental n>ht of every riiiyj^n to ven- 

tilate his jrnevam'es to -the jmhiic thioutrh the press. We are certainly 
jui.s.sin;,^ throu^Hi ahnormal times and there have heen (a.se.s where innocent 
I>eople haxe heen moleslefl hy the jMilice. There haxo heen cases in 
eutta which have already heen hT'4)n^rht to the notice of the anIhoritieH 
hut the result, the onler shiehls not only the (’alciitta Ihilice hut 

it covers the entire jmliee in Ifenj^^al. We have la-en noticing fuilurei 
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of police a<lmiiii«lmfion in Bengal in pkicea like Noiikhali and Tipper. t 
where the coitnuuruil n)in<le<l jxilice w^ere not, it w'as alleged, attendin', 
to the w>iJii)laintH jrnule by the oppressed (oinniuuity. There imiy be triitii 
in that allegation or those allegations may be exaggerated but it cunno 
be .suggest,e(i tljat all these are abstdiittdy untrue and untounded. Their 
rua} Im* (Mi.ses where aetually iniioeent people do not find any redress ai 
the hamis ot (Ik* jsdice and tliey hiive to res<»rt t<o th«‘ publication of theii 
{grievances Ihr-ough the pre,*(fs and tluit with a view to rlrawing the atten,- 
lion 4t\ (foverninent to them. 1 do not understand how’ any (lovernmeni 
<an possibly think that publication ot any news K'gai'ding the doings <d 
the jxilice <'4Ui undermine the morale ot tlie jHilice, or if their doings aie 
brought t4» the notice ol-lhe public lor redress. Mverv employer should be 
always alert to know' how their mnjdoyees are working, whether his eiii- 
ployi'es are w'orking in the interest ot the employer or are doing some- 
thing which will alienatf* the minds ot tlm [leople from tludr employer. 
I should therefore consider that tin* t iovernnnmt in the ordinary course ot 
lhin{.{s should ask tor and call for complaints against the police who are 
now jiractically the only jnsijile who 4an protect the innocent from the 
dejiredutions of tin* fjfxnulftH on tlie oin* side and individual members ol 
the police foi'ce on tin* other. And I <lo not know' how any (Government 
can jiossibly think ol muzzling tlie piess the onl\ agencv through which 
they can e\pi*ct to have' iiitormat ion on lh«*se matters. I submit that e\(*r\ 
honourable member ol this Ibnise should consider this order of tlie (lov- 
ernmeiit as the most oppressive and unlair, esjieeiaily oppi’cssive against one 
seel ion ol tin* po|Milation because it is only those who are ojipressed who do 
not ^el any re<lr(‘ss by nnsiiis of vent i hit inj.! their giievances tliroiigh the 
press ami liy muzzling the press \ou miizzh* them. Th(‘\ are going t<i be 
oppress(‘d hut they will not ha\e the right (‘\en to tidl tlie jxmple at large 
and the (loMMiiment also how the\ an* being oppressed. I submit that 
no (lovernment W'oitli tli<‘ name should be aiiaid of criticism against tin* 
pdice and tin* way in wliich this (Jovio-nmmit are trying' to suiipress all 
news whi< h the jiress wants to publish in the intiuest of the pixiple id‘ the 
jirovince would go to .sh<iw that there is .some motne behind it. 1 sulimit 
that the renieily that i.s pnuided by (iovernnient in their order is no remedy 
lat all; it is not I'ven jialliativi* ; it is delimtel\ irritating. You just go 

further iKick 4iml then consider what is the c;ius(‘ of (his unrest in (’alcutta 

and in Bengal. Who has brought <m this misihiet in this province?' It 
is certainly you who i'(*present the party that rules Beiig-al to-day, you, 
who by .your direct action started (his and let loose the tjtxnulaa whom in 

th<‘ eml >ou arc not in a jmsition to control, and lailing to conti’ol the 

.sou arc now' tiying to muzzh* tin* piess and muzzle the unfortu- 
nat(‘ citizens who lia\a‘ got none to l<M>k after them. 1 would submit that 
(lie chMiienlsny right (d the [uiblic to protest or conijiLiin against oppres- 
sions by any section of the (io\erument officers shouhl not be taken away 
in tlie way in which it has been tluMight necessary l-o Uike it away. 
The onl\ thing that 1 would <ul\ise to the ilon’hle t’liief Minister is 
tiial lu' should lake aw4i.\ the jmwer ol precen.sorship ami just allow’ tlm 
ordimiry press law to lumdion. You caMmil expect that you can really 
su[)prcs.s m*ws and views im*rcly h\ muzzling the press. It is always fair 
and just to rely uixiu the goodness ami iairness of the press ami the law 
is there enough hard <ind enough penal to piinisli those who really viohiie 
the i>ress hnv of the <Miuntrv. The press law is enough to punish any 
partieular individual jues.s which is in offeme or to om* who calumniotes 
the entire jxdice iorce; or if any thing wrong is done by an}' journalist 
who would uuueie.s.sitrily or iiiijuslitiably abuse the police, the present 
law's of the country is sTtllicieiit to punish him. It is therefore not at 
all net'e.ssciry to muxzle Uie press by «i gagging order of preceuaorship 
which means mit only gagging the pre.ss but through it the W’hole country. 
So we Btrougly protest against the policy that has been inaugurated by 
the Hon^bie Chief Minister in luusaling the press. 
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Tlw Hon'bl* Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: Mr. l*rt\si(leiit, Sir, 1 re^^ret 
\ery mucii that owiiij^ to hiisiiie.ss elstnvliert* 1 w^is iimihh* to he present 
here at the time when the deUite .sUirte<l: hut 1 Imve had the tK*uefit of 
the note.s that have heeu imide hv my esttnuned colleague the I'iiuiiiee 
Minister and I have also heard the .speeehes eertainly ot the last tw'o 
f^entlemeii which could liardl> improve upon the report. Sir, 1 heard 
the hoijourahle leader oi the Oppositjon ^'•ettin^r Iwiral <i\er the lilK’Hies 
el the press and o\er the iiujKutance of the pre.s^ and in tlie midst of his 
enthusiasm he was addnvssinir the pres.s in-sttNid of the House and at the 
same time demonstrating^ his enthusiasm h\ shakinj^* his list tow^irds them. 
This is typical. As a matter ot fact. indwHlx desirt's to muzzle tin* press. 
Hut we have t4) shake <jur fi^ts on them on oei^isions wIomi the\ exci'ed the 
hounds of jirojuii't \ . Sir, 1 ha\e just leturned from Delhi and there 1 
compared notes with some ot the h*;ideis ot India ri'^ardiiif^' tin* manner 
in which the lil^erties or the lieiuice id tin* pri*ss is i urtailetl in the pur- 
veyin^»- ot (sunmunal news ami it was a ^iuieial ionsiMtsus oi opinion that 
now liere in India lias the press .so much lieem t‘ as in Hi'ii^jial. Tln'ii' was 
a ^'■eneral consiuisus id' opinion that hen- we ha\i‘ allowed ti*o mmh lici-nco 
ti» piess and ha\ (‘ enahled tlimn to tariw on \ it iiperat i\ i* c<impai;.;n w hich 
has hrou;j:ht ulumt the deterioration in tin* ciunliiions here. 1'dsewhi‘ri^ 
(hi' press has (si-operated with the (ioxt'inmenl i)f ilo* pro\ine<'. 'I’hi*y 
iiavf* iKOind themselves h\ ((‘itHiin eodi* <d lomluit in aeeordanet' with 
which thi'v iudy print (io\eninient C'ommunnim's i»i press ni'Ws in a torni 
not calculated to e.xcite hatred a^»xiin.st the polii-e or tan i-ommiiiial li'iision. 
Hut over hert* ever\ ImdIn is carr\inj.» on a \ i(upi't^:iti\e eanijiai}.rn ami ,so 
wi‘ ha\(’ to li'Mirl to fUi't i*n.s<irship ordi'r. Tin' ha\<* Im'imi comh'mned 

not one hut the eiitin' iiM'inliers i»t tlu* li»iei*. Thi>> have* hi'i'ii allacki'd 
h\ the press with the li'siilt that a t<*elin;r id halrml has Ixmoi aioiisi'd 

a; 4 ainst the [hiIici* willi tln‘ most ilis;is(rous i'lfei I tii thi* pi*ace id tin' 
pHoince. It has hi'cn stall'd that (he oi«linai_\ pri's.s laws an* snllicii'iit, 

Thi* tiovernnii'iil can pi'osecuti* and t,iki* sh*ps a;.*-ainst (he pel sons \iidat' 
in«’ the laws <,o)\ernin^ tiu* press. Hut, Sii, lliis is too lati*. 
Misi hii'f has alri'udy ln'cn done -- poison has already hi‘i*n spri-ad 

ami it has pel mealed into tlo* iliiteii'id si'clions id thi* socH'tv 
that find (hat the\ imisl lake steps in onh*! to feiiieil\ a lancii‘<l 

accusation a^’’ains( the judme. It has Im'I’Ii sai<} wliat docs it mallei' 

if soim* li'fMirts an* exat^yreiatcil. It ihu's mater a ^'li'al deal hi'iausi* 

Ihesi* exaj.'j^iTateil rep«uts do iisi* tii \i‘i\ sriions iMmsi*ijm*m’i*s 

and tlie last speaki'i n*li'rri*d to .\i»akhali im ident ami stall'd that mi^^ht 
he soiiii* id' the n*jmrts Wen* imoin'it; mii-'hl hi* that some of thi* reports 
weii* i*.\a;«*‘} 4 'e! 4 i li’d . Dal t'he hoiiourahh* mi*mhi*r ri*ini’mhi*i that tin* li‘idint.^ 
that was arousi*il aj.^'ainst the .Ninakhali im nlent w.is ilin* to thi* ri'pmt 
issuimI hy thi* I'residi'nl id the Hi*n;ial Hio\imial (oiii^m'ss (iimmittei^ 
that o.tMM) Hindus wi'ic hull lii'ii'il in .Noakhali ami t hi*reat ti'i’ Muslims 
viere hutidiered in iither pro\inii*s as a ilii'i*il n'siilt of thi* h*|mhI ami thi* 
joihlii'ity whii’h was ^iii'ii to it in tlu- pii'ss'^ Can an\hoil^ ihuiy how 
mi.si liievous i*xaj,^o-i'i\ited ri'imrls an* w hi'ii thi'v an* not founih*il iin Im tsy 
Sir, I think. prt*i'ensors)iip iinh'r is thi* h‘ast that this ( tovei nment. I'jin 
f>ut out. It is in)t ^'•a^ri^in^^ tlm pn‘ss. 'I'hi* pii*ss is permitted to put i»ul 

new.s am] to ismiuii*nl (airl\ on (ado •* malt<*is hut not t<i put out in siii h 

a rnairner as nuiy exidti* the puhlm a^raiust <mi* or tin* othi*r s<m t ion of the 
[Nolice or tlie |>«diiH* as a wlioh*. If >ou hsik <it the ordi*i* \ou will timi 
tliat i-onsrili‘rahle 4 »pjw»rt unity has heeii ;.n\i*n Hi thi* press to put torwiinl 
new.H ill the priiper maiirter, Imt that Imeme has hi*en iUilaih'd. I m\self 
f<‘it Hml tlje iniiilents Hud Hnik plaii* were very much exa^''^.n*rali*il ami 
theHe Imve ismrplet<*ly H;iti,sfieil thi* (fo\ernment that a delihi'iati* atli*m[>i 
was l»ein^ maile to exi iti* hatreil ajrainst the jxdiie ami (he result of those 
atleiuptn and (he re.sult i»f the false pul»lieity whii h was ^riven to i'xa^fjre- 
rated reportn has Wen that the pidiie not merely one m i (ion hut all 
fiectiuuH have been suh reeled not meiviv to uttac'ks ili the preSft but 
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1^) <illa<kH iiinl wIhmi wp stiy that these false aceiisiitMiiis ha\t- 

H|)<>ihsl the imaxile of the jKiliee that is what we mean. The morale of ti.r 
|N)li<e is not iiiifKiired if you atUuk it fairly hut that is not the eas( 
(Jwing to unfair attaeks made upon tliem in the [Kij)ers phvsie^il attack^ 
upon them follow and ineinhers of the j>oli(*e have been ait^irked wi(!i 
knives, with homhs, with acid and even shot at. How can you expei ; 

the fM»lice htand up'' Why this ha.s been It has l>een so on a(‘c<uiii! 

of the miHcl»iev(ms propa^inia that has been carried on in the papei 
ami this thinj.^ has not stopjmd and the riot is on. The jM)lice ha\( 

n(»i com mi ted atjy atrocities. To say so is absolutely wroIl^^ it is tin 
extraordinarily irrf*s|>onsibh‘ sbitenomts wlnrh ha\e been responsible fo' 
all this and which are re()eated by presnmabl\ iiresjwmsible members <it 
this IIous(*. It you like tsi say that the press has been muzzled piolKibb 
it, is a batter analo^»-y thjin savinj; that the press has lieen } 4 :a^oed. I’le 
press IS permitted t,o o|()\\l underneath the muzzle luit it is not peiinitted 
to bite and it is tlie bite of the jness that \v<* liave stojrped. We ar’e no: 
afraid, Sir, of criticisms a;^’alnst tin* jMilice; we are not afraid of r'(*(M)rt^ 
a^'airist them and 1 .siiy definitely that e\eiy single case which has beeii 
pi(‘sented before us, ever\ single ehar; 4 -e against tin* police has been 
in vest i;;aled in spite of the rliflicult les <d fiiuliri^^ ofliirus t<» do shi. \\r 
have ar tually done so bec;ruse we felt how iniiMU'tant it wa^ that llu' morale 
of lh(‘ (Miliee should be maintained and that slf‘ps sliouhl be taken ae^airi'*: 
the (dT(Midin^»‘ policemen as soon as p(»ssi]de and that an en(|uiry should bt 
set af<M»t 4IS s<Km as |M>ssible for the puriN)se of oixino- c<iiitiilence to the 
people l')\t‘r\ sin^-le casr* bi’ouMht a^’aiiist the |s>lic(‘ lias been invest i|jrai- 
ed at th<‘ earliest {Hissible op(Mutunil\ and m most cases tin* chartres have 
been loiimt not imuelv to be ( \4i;j;}ierat<Ml but to lx* false, Wb* ai'(‘ not 
airraid of ci'it icisms ii^miiisl the police Hnn^^ the compkniits to our notice 
and 1 am prr’par’etl t-o sa\ this tm* rhat if an\ honourable iiiembrM’ brings 
tlo'se complaints to our noticr* I shall be [oepared to show to tlu* honourable 
member the results of the fudici* insestieation s<i that he t<H» ma> ha\c 
a chariM* of (smiUMUit !n;j: on tin* in\esti^alion and (*ven of placing before 
me sucli otluu e\ i(b*nce on th(‘ matter it he is not s;itisfi(Ml with th<* in\es- 
ti^ati<m mad.‘ b\ the pidice. Tliat is an offer wliicli I make but I will not 
allow false ami (‘xao^’'erat<‘d statement to conu* up in the pajuus which will 
be ar'cepted as true by the public It is an ext raordinar \ mentality <d 
the public that any stateimmt rmnb* b\ aiixlsidx a;,rainst the jwilice is ac- 
cepted as ^•■ospel truth. In the |>a|>ers \ou will find that someone has bemi 
assaulted by the i>olice or that some mone\ has been taken awa\ from his 
pers-tm and ♦‘ver\lM)dy r<*adini' the jrapers wdl presume that if must be 
ss) ad then retali^ition is the result. It is lh«*se false stories that have 
^ot to b(‘ stoppe<l b\ this pi-ecenw»rshi j» of n(‘Ws becausi* the mischief of 
.s<i doinj; canimt ]Kissihl\ be countenMl in time bv any otluT means. One 
honourable /^’entbunan well Kriown for his unbridlefl attacks on the (Jov- 
ernment and liis tot^il want <d bi^oc has stated that tin* I’un.jabi .Muslims 
cannot be usrdul because the\ do fiot understand the local lan^’ua^lfe. I 
am sure th it these I’linjabi Muslims umbustand the bxxil lan^uafre far 
more than tin* (lurka iwilice rlo, but that is not the r riticisrn that is direc t- 
ed a^^ainst those policemen. ! may trdl him dt*finitel\ that there is no 
ditfereiKH' between th(*se two kinds <d |><dicemen. Sir, attem]»ts have been 
ib’finitelv ru;ide bv certain |Mditierans or [Mditical organisations to set one 
set of judiiHUnen aj^^iinst amrther and the result has been, as 1 have statecl, 
that it has pernu*ated even to the p<H»ple who now (smsider that one set 
of police is inimical to the other, and ncr rrr.vf. Hut thanks Heaven, 
owrntk'' to the action that xve have taken ajrainst the (uess I Indievr* that 
the two sections of the (Wxlice are cMuninj; much (loser tojrether and hove 
established a de^»^rei' of friendliness which will 1 am sure be extremel\ 
benetic'ial to the jHMrple of the (ountry; it is what we are workinjj: for- 
Members, thou^rh not Imppily luemlKTs on this side, have, as I have 
stated, tried to autagouise one section of the police against another. But 
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Me wbsill be able to I'oiiiiter tins iiiiscbiev-nus nune and I uuiy assure my 
friends lluit (lie lime is mmui (smiin^ when we shall have all sections of the 
(Hiliee fraternise with <»n(‘ another, so that they will not be able to dis- 
ijiiffuish one from the other in liieir comluet towards the public. 1 W'ouhl 
here like to rejieat a stateimMit whnh I made in another place. It is a 
.statement of jxdity. W’t* ha\«‘ had to brin«r some .Muslim pidicf’ int-o this 
province Irom elsewhere in ordei (<» milijiale the disparitv that e.xisted in 
tlie armrnl |M)lice force. I rejieat tliis beeanse ! was surprisiMl to find that 
e\en the pressmen am] the \ei\ wise and alert pressmen of Ihdlri were 
not aware that in tin* (’alcutt.i |H>liee there W(*re as manv as I , vbO or so 
riKMi in the armed police ai^airisl (it .Muslim armed |N»liee onl\, and there 
was a ;/^ener‘al d(‘sir<' aiiinn;^ all s,.* tioiis m this House that in all sections 
ot the administ I'.it ion lhei<‘ should he :in attempt maih' to arhiexe parity 
h4*tw«*en the llindu.s and .Muss;dm.ms, and we ha\<‘ had l4) do so. We have 
had to hriii^ them Irom outsid»‘ heeaus»' we have not been aide (4) find 
ti\iin(‘d Hen<4ahu‘s lor the purpose Whv Hei arise w (‘ ha\4‘ not InuMi 

ahh' to tind tr,iin«*d IhoiLialis v,)im‘ i;(‘nlb‘inen asked wh\ Hunjalri Ihrlicr* 
I’orce ha\<‘ Iummi hroULilii 'I he\ liave l»een hr<»u;4hl heeaiisi* tlu‘> liave 
been ioiind w tdl-t ra i ned and well dis»ip|ined t intmi'Upl ion from the ()p|M>- 
"ition HeiiclM's ) ,ind more tlian that (hev ha\(“ raised tlo' piestij^r' of the 
p(dic4‘ in the eves of the world Tlo'v know how to ludiave: the\ hav<* 

sluivv n what should be the standard ol the [wdici' ( interrripl ion) until of 
ciiurse p(M»[)i(‘ attacked thmii I am not lour' tor the |)ur|>ost‘ of lellin|.r von 
sl-ories and installer's <d how the Ibiiij.ibi judicr* have acted ail this tinu* 
in spite ol the phvsical attar ks m.idr- u|Mm tlo'in b\ the prsiph". Hut if 

aliv rr-sporisibh' m^'inber who wrruhl likr' to Immi about them I shall be 

Lllarl to K'count them on the 11 iider sia nd 1 rio' ni roiiise that he will not. 
repeat llmiii toariv one Hmause I knr»vv how thev Indiavr’il I do |Kiy tribute 
to tlir'ir strain ami tier \ rliarar tm vv lo) h.ivr* been broii"hl heir* for the pur- 
pose of pear e in (hilriitla, and 1 m.iv s.iv th.it on arroiint <d I hr' presence 

rd thr'sr- I’unjald Holne in ('abritt.i ihr' siluatnm h.is not rb'lr'riorafr'il 
( infer r upt ion 1 rttherwisc ihr* sitii.ilnm miohf havr* dr'lm nuaterl anil we 

niiLlht havr' r r'r i uriesr-em*e td riots As | have s.inl, the situation lias not 

dr-tr'l iroatr'd on arroiint rd tin* pir'seme of 1 hr' Ihiiijabi Holice ami oil 

ar’count ol tin* r onfitb*nra' whirdi tlmv Lir’in'iMlIv inspired. These are the 

reasons whv Hurijabi Polna* I* r»i a r r* hr*H' Now. Sir, t Im slafi'inent whirdi 
1 wish to make is a rpmstirui 4 »f prdir v \\ v havr* had to briii;.: thr'se piMiple 
from outside. Hut it is reilainlv verv humilialinc fr> limi that we rannot 
lrM»k atter nuiselvr's .md iherr* ale md erM»u::h armed Hen;:ab'r‘s to hnik aftr*r 
our- interest. Wr* have lakroi steps to letiuit IbmoalrM's ricfht from th(! 

iHittom ami I wouhl rer(m‘st homnir.ibh* immibeis <d all sides, not merely 
the mernlu'is of t hr* opposition, to "le five oulstamlin^’ Hen;.fali.s, 

llimlus ami Muslims, whom wr* ar«* ijmnur i<» ir'cruit into the armed force 
in t'alrutbi. 1 am sure tlu'N' arr- fim* pr'ojdr- phvsicallv lit wlm will Im* 

able to remler si^rnjj] ser v icr* ami I Wfoihl likr* to h.ive as man\ of them as 

jstssible. Within a short lim*' vou wHI scf* r<*<niilment of Iboio^ibu's in the 
arimsl iriires has j,tart<'rl. As mhui as we havr* snificient Heny'ali anned 

forrr*. we shall la* onK lor» ^-kol lo rlispense with tin* srTvices rd ihrrHP 
non-Hen;rales's w lai havr* bc<*n birMr;.jhl from outsidr* ami who havr* remboed 
fim* servira* here. So 1 hopr* that tin* lionroirabh* members insfearl of erm- 
rlemniiijr thr* action of ( lov <*r nnir'nt will r oiioiat ulatr* them on the , steps 
liiat the_\ liave taken. As a maltr*i rd l.ol, I havr* harl to bear the brunt, 

rd crit.risin beraiise 1 In'sitated to im|M»se tin* precen.sorsliij) onh*r for a 
lony;- I ’me ami I rlirl so br’iause I do no) rlesin* |<» muzzle tin* jo’ess, berause 
I «lo iird dpsire to stop (In' press, b<*«MUse I rlo not desire t-o hirnler the 
pre.ss in its le^ritimale activities. Iful tin* lime rlirl <-ome when it W'a.s 
nece.ssary to jmt a rheek to the artivitres ol the press, d’he press altaeked 
the police force. Sir, as soon as tin* situation wines, as soori <is all Ihew? 
riots and lawlessness, whicii are ^'oinj^’ on come to an einl, us wkiii as we 
see the tem])er of the,i>eople have txxjled down and they are able to look 
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at from tlio pt^oper perspectives, as s(Hiii as we find persons are pr* - 

jMjred U) co-operiite with the (loverninent in keeping down lawlessness an 1 
eradioiite that spirit of hostility this (joverninent (Mr. laalit Chandra Da^ 
We want re^nonal (jovernnient ) will remove the order. We want to suj- 
press tlie lawlessness and disorders and hostilities iliat are |?oin[^ on 
amonpst the peojde. We want to eradicate them. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUHDAR: You have not ^‘■iven effect h) the peace 
committee supp-estions. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, the Chief Minister lias alresid\ 
MjMikeii for more than 2o mniutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is m\ dut\ to see that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: N<.w, Sir, unless the pres^ 
heliav(‘ [iroperly and not 'only tl«e pres^ hnl also (he puldic, we are not 
^^oinp- to wilhdraw this order. We are not at all anxious t-o continue tin 
order ;» minute more than it is necessary. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Nahar, do sou projMise (o exeri ise your ri;rhl 
of repl.v ? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: No, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <jue stion helore l)ie llous(* is (hat this Council 
do adjourn its husiness to discuss a deiinile mailer oi ui^'enl (uihlic im|M>!’(- 
ance, namelv, the situation cnmteil l)\ the ilecision ot the (iosernnient ol 
ll<*n^»'al to iiii(H»se jireceiisorsliip on all news cuul (‘oiiimenls (nticisinj.r (1^^. 
activities of tin* jmlice force in this proMiice. as announced in a tjo\ern- 
ment Press Noti* issued on tin* 21 s| April, 1!)17. 


Dll' (juestion was put to a dnision 

AYES- 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamlnl Kumar Dutta 

Mr. Satlih Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Mattra 

Mr. Hartdat Majumdar 

Mr. Nagandra Nath Mohalanabish 

NOES- 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. 8yad Badrudduja 

Rat Bahadur Dhtrandra Lai Barua 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moairam Hossain Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamldul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syad Fazia Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarka 

Mr. D. J. Cohan, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haqua 

Mr. 0. 1. K. Hook 

Tha Non’bla Mr. Saiyad Muazzamuddin 
Noaaln 

Tln‘ Ayes heinjjf 15 ;nid the No(*s 

Mr. PRESIDENT : The House 
U»-!norix>w . ^ 


;» with the lollowin^' result: — 

15. 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 
Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishoro Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 


29. 

Alhai Yar All Khan 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ah Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latin 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

Mr. George Morgan 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddm Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlasur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Miss Ethel Robertson* 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 
Mr Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mouivt Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


*}> the motion was lost. 
sUuuls adjourned till l-ili p.m. 


Adjournment. 

The C/ouneil then adjourned till l-JO ji.m. on WedncMlay, the 30th 

April, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

The followiii^j ineinluM's \ver<* ;il>soi»l from ihe meefiii^^ hel«l on the 
‘J9th April, : — 

1. Dr. Kumud Siuikar I{a\ , 

2. Mr. SiihanutMin A)ino*«|, 
d. Mr. L I*. S. Houriie, 

4. Khan llahaduf S\«‘d Alidur IJasliid ( 'liow dhnry, 
h. Mr. Ahdnl llarnid (’ho\\dlim\, 

(i. Mr. Kiic DejMiol 

7. Khan Itahadui SlioiKh Kllahi, 

S Mr. unj^ I iira?n »laipuria, 

I). Aliniil.j Khan Ualiadnr Shaikh .Mahammed tiaii, 

Ki. Mr. Unmauin /. A Kal.ir, 

11. d'hr Hon’hh' Ml I’ar.ik Nath .Mtiki'ijra and 

12. A. McLaren. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUmm DEBATES 


First aession, 3$. 


The CorxciL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legis]att1% 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 30th April, 1947, at 1-30 p.m., 
being the 35th day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section G2(-^?)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hoii’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Ban on ‘^Desher Katha”. 

109. Mr. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilou’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

{/i) if the ban on the book “Desher Katha.” by late Pandit Sakharam 
Goneslj Deiiskar is proposed to be removed without delay; and 
(h) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Home Department): (o) The ban was lifted by 
Government Notification No. dihS-Pr., dated the ITth March, 1947. 

(/>) Does not arise. 


Improvement of agriculture. 

111. Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state whether the Government are consic^ring any scheme for 
improvement of agriculture and pecuniary conditions of agriculurists 
including bargadars? 

(6) If so, what is that and how many years will be necessary to carry out 
the scheme in its entirety? 

(c) Are the Government going to introduce scientific method of cultiva- 
tion in this country? 

(d) If so, when? 

(c) If not, why not? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE of tho*DEPARTMENT Of AGRICULTURE, 
FORESTS and Fisheries (the Hon’bie Mr. Ahmed Hossain): (a) Yes; 
a uumbw of scheme.s liave been formulated for the improvement of apicul- 
ture. These are bound to improve the condition of the agriculturists of 
Bengal. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to the schemes contained in the 
Bengal Plan for Post-War Reconstruction, a copy of which is placed on the 
Library Table. 

The plan aims at executing the schemes in the next five years but it is not 
possible to fix any time limit by which development in its entirety can be 
effected. 

4p>T«. 
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(d) Thf lonourAl? SJiber is rsliTed to iJie reply to part {b) of tL( 

question. ^ 

(e) Does not an|e. 

Quealipzis Dver. 

Adjoummefit Motions. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUNIdAR: 1 have an adjournment motion stand- 
ing in my name, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: An adjournment motion stands in your name — yo\] 
mean about the durwanP But what are the special circumstances about 
it? 

^ Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR; Sir, a respectable eye-witness ha< 
informed me about this case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry. I have considered the matter 
Will you please take your seat, Mr. Majumdar? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: These incidents however unfortunate have become 
common and if the business of the House has to be adjourned for consider- 
ing these mutters then everyday we shall have to adojourn the business oi 
the House and go on considering these incidents. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, it is very difficult to get a goCtd 
cose. It is a very important matter and a resj.ectable eye-witness . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry. Eye- witness or no eye-witness. 
I cannot consider this as a matter of urgent public importance in the sensi 
that the business of this House should be suspended, because unfortuna^y 
sych incidents are very common nowadays. Since August last there hlVe 
been innumerable such incidents and I think there is nothing special in 
your motion for which it should be admitted. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Everyday murders are being committed 
before our very eyes; then what is the legislature for, if we canmit draw 
ithe attention of Government to that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot go on discussing this point 
with you. But yon realise that nobodv regrets these incidents more than 
myself. I regret it as much as you do or as much as any other honest 
citizen in this country does, 

IMr. HARIDAS MAJUM'DAR: May I ask for a statement with regard 
to this case as to what steps the Government have taken or propose to 
take P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the opinion of the Hou’ble Minister P 

Th® Hoil*M® Mr, FAXLUR RAHMAN. If short a^notice question ia 
put Government will be prepared to answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He suggests that if you put a short notice question, 
Government will give a reply. What do 30U say, Mr. Majumdar? 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 have an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. What is the urgency of the mattef’llSrf why 
do you put this adjournment motion? You may state your case 





AIWOUEIiMENT l«)T|ONS.^; ^ «S1 

•ilr. LALIT OHANDM OAti ^«re are iwo adjournmeB^j^otioBS in 
my aame. I would like to take tke fiHt o#e regarding curfeyr order in 
Sonik Calcutta. Shall I make a statemeni^ ^ 

Mr* PRESIDENTS Yes, make a short statement. 

m. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. my motion runs thus: this Coun< 

io adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 

importance^ namely, the sudden imposition of the curfew order on eettnin 
ireas in the South Calcutta without proper justification whatsoever causing 
rreat inconvenience and injury to tne public, trade and commerce from 
) a.m. on the 24th April till 6 a.m. on the 26th instant when even children 
bad to go without milk and many had to fast. 

This curfew order has given South Calcutta a bad name. As a matter 
of fact since the present disturbance started about a month agC, 
there has been no incident in South Calcutta. As a matter of fact 
South Calcutta is the only portion of Calcutta which has retained 
the reputation of good conduct. There is no justification why suddenly 
there should be a curfew order entailing great inconvenience to the 
people living there. The trouble for the Government is that the 
hartal was a tremendous success and that hartal was over the activities of 
the police. The public resented the activities of the police and voluntarily 
public was observing the hartal. There was a large number of people passing 
nv the footpath and that always happens in a city like Calcutta. They 
trere very peaceful and were not doing anv injury to any one. That was 
rhat we saw in South Calcutta. But near my house a portion was curfewed 
from Jagu Babu Bazar and up to Elgin Road, it was bounded on the 
Rpstern side by Harish Mukherji Road, on the east by Gnnga Prosad 
Nfukherji Road, There was absolutely no justification for rurfewing this 
area as there was no incident and the people there were peaceful. Another 
|K)rtion which W’as curfewed was liounded hv Sadnnunda Road on the west 
SBd by Russa Road, the east by Rash Beliari Avenue on the south and 
by^Hazra Park on the north. The curfew order was passed very rareleaaly 
in that it did not give the proper houndarv. They rnentionecf about the 
fudges Court Road in place of Hazra Road, but the Judges Court Road 
.s in Alipore. Hazra Road should in the north. They also gave wrong 
boundary, namely, portion of the Ramesh Mitter Road as on the south. 

It leftihit the name of a portion of Kalighat Road. The result of mistakes 
^as that many people were arrested and taken to thana. As a result of 
his curfew, the puDlic suffered great inconvenience without any reason — 
;he children were without any food or milk and the whole business of tha 
5outh Calcutta was strangled. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will do, Mr. Das. Will Government give 
their views? ^ 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the effect of ibis curfew 
jrder is over. So it is for consideration whether this adjournment motion 
IS admissible. I am not saying that. I only say that there is no urgency 
now. I would see that — I am not quite sure of the facts — the curfew order 
is announced in su^h a way that there may not be any grievance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How is it announced? 

The Hon’llle Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: It is announced by publicity 
van, through papers and through radio. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sir, the Hon’ble Minister is referring 
to the thirdf adjournment motion and we a^ discussing the first one. He 
has no4 read the proper one under discussion. It is on the curfew order 
itself ^ " 




• '"IPREBIDENT: Now, what abeui this adjournment motion? 
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Thi HOI 1 W 0 Mf$ FAZLUR^ RAH^IANs regard to the curfei 

order itseil!^ subject B||.tter cannot come under discussion, I do nc 

think the'idjoummeut motion, can be discussed. Moreover, this is not th 
first occasion that the curfe^ btder has been passed. 

Mfi FREfilDENT: Mr. Das, when was the curfew order actually passe 

announced ? 

^ lll't LALIT CHANDRA DAEs At 10 p.m. at night on the 23rd. Th 
people did not know that there was curfew and the people could not kno^ 
what was coming. They could not do any shopping. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: In that case why did you not give notice on th 
26th ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I did it. (Mr. HARiD.is Majuhdae 
Y es, Sir, he did it.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Majumdar, Mr. Das is there to answer to m 
question whether he did it or not. At what time? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At about 1 pm. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Before three hours of the sitting? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Immediately before we sat. 

Mr, PRESIDENT : Was it according to rules? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If the adjournment motion was to b 
taken up on that day then three hours’ time is necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das. when you did actually give notice? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I gave notice after reaching here- 
about half-an-hour l)efore our sitting on that day. ; 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case you missed your chance. Accordin 
to our rules you should have given notice three hours before the meeting 0 
the 25th. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If it had to be taken up on that daj 
But it was for the next day or if the motion is taken up the next day w 
can (five notice any time before the meeting. That is our custom, 0 
practice or rule. I can give you several cases when even if the notice wa 
not given three hours before the sitting the motion was admitted an 
discussed. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am told by the Secretary that the usual practic 
is to give notice according to the rule (rule 100) three hours before th 
meeting of the House, and on that day, that is on Friday the 26th th 
House met at 2-15 p.m. — not at 1-3G p.m. as on other days but later tha 
usual — and you should have given three hours’ notice before the meetin 
hour but you did not. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Please give me a hearing, Sir. If 
had given it three hours before the meeting of the Council on that da 
my motion would have come up for consideration of its admi.ssibility b 
you that very day. Because I could not give three hours’ notice I mis»e 
the chance on Friday. But surely it could be taken up on the next sitiin 
day. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: .That will be interpreting the thing in a differei 
way from the practice "of the House because the present practice js — an 
lhat is strictly enforced— that there should be at least three 
before the sitting of the House. 
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I bavd’^Aot yet finislied, Sir* ♦! s»y 
thw, Sir, that It will ^ ginng a very bad f^c^eni if a rvim is wven 
today to the effect that if three hours’ notj^ not ^iven an a^ourament 
motion cannot at all be taken up,^^ I cannot quote instances offhand bull 
think, Sir, that there is record to show several instances wWre adjourn- 
ment motions presented on a day were taken up the next day. There i# 
another thing, a very important thing which should be considered in tMal 
connection \\e are passing through very troublous times. Did the 
Government send us the truck that day in time so that I could have 
presented this adjournment motion 3 hours before the sitting of the Council 
on hriday? The not is going on and there is the conveyance trouble. 
(Laughter from the Government Benches.) Your Government is conduct- 
ing the administration in such a way that the riot has not yet subsided 
and YOU should all hang down your heads in shame instead of laughing, 
On the ^oth also there was the riot going on; people were being killea; 
stabbings were going on and all atrocities were continuing with all the 
attendant inconveniences to the public. That we could manage to attend 
the sitting in spite of the turmoil in the city should go in favour of 
waiving ihe 3-hour notice for adjournment motions, I mean in respect of 
luy adjournment motion put in on Friday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Das. you must finish. You are 
eipeeted to make a brief statement only in supi>ort of your motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: That statement I have mndo. Yon 
ja\e raised a point affecting the pnvilepe.s of members of this House and 
Ins will apply every time in future, namely, that there should he d hours’ 
lotiee for an adjournment inotion. What I want to sav in reiilv to 
■rriier* circumstances prevented us from cominj? 3 hours 

trictly aeeorL^tyhe nili’’ Apartlrmil thaT'wha'r'is the ^nlljecOmatte? 

»ent'l!"'*'“i “ Oatute and in exercise of that statutorv right Govern- 

iient have taken the steps. So I do not think I can alloW thfs motion. 

ou*sWr*‘f>,VT ^ another jioiut to place before 

ou Sir, and I would like (o have your enlightenment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; What is your point? 

hoII'/'%n‘**’'7i *'*' motion? The motion ii 

out the sudden imposition of the curfew. I am surelv not going to 
uestion the nght of the Government to impose a curfew' hut even when 

irilowlr oMhe T- frolest against the abuse of 

enr^o^io imposing the curfew. All that my adjourn- 

ieiit motion seeks to do is to censure the sudden imposition- 

^ imposed very 

laaenly in the present circum.stanoes. * ^ 


IV : 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you kindly allow me to have my 

Mr. PRESIDENT:.! am very patiently listening to you, Mr. Das. 

®^*NDRA DAS: What I say is this; I do not question 
e ngnt of the Government to impose any curfew; that is altogether wrong 

Ii. T ‘“''f *>.v Government in different 

w « t^alcutta and that has never been questioned bv us and from that 
nnmsUnce you can certainly understand our conduct that we are not 

lAfttmninr* fkr. 41... ri ^ • -r. . . . . 
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proteili abase *|f this power of th/ Government to impose a 

curfew; ii^tlwt I do saj'^'j^hat this sudden imposition of the curfew in 
South Calcutta was absoltite^r^n justified. It was suddenly done and for 

we want to discuss this matter in the House. Therefore I want to 
make the question absolutely clear. Hhve you heard of any adjournment 
motion being moved, Sir, simply becftues a curfew order was being imposed? 

^ For the'j)eace and tranquillity of the city the Government have a right to 
impose a curfew ; we have n^ver challenged or questioned that right. But 
equally we have also the right to protest against the abuse of that power. 
It was the abuse of that power by the Government in suddenly imposing 
the curfew in South Calcutta which was absolutely quiet from the 24th 
March till then. This has given a bad name to South Calcutta for nothing. 
Therefore, when the Government is abusing its power we are entitled to 
protest against such abuse. 

Mr. PREaiDENT: Have you finished? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes 

Mr. Haridas Majumdar rose 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot rise at this stage, Mr. Majumdar. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir,’ may I say something on 
,.uiS matter ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I am not going to listen to you. But are you 
risii^g on a jioint of order because if you raise a point of order I am prepared 
AlfiettT you. 

' Mr, HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: No. Sir. but on the present 

point regarding the admissibility of the adjournmeul motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. I am going to hear the views of Government 
only. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But I am equally interested in 
the business of the House as a private member. 

" Mr. PRESIDENT: Only the mover of the adjournmeut motion is 
exi^ected to make a short statement and the Government too can make a 
short statement in support of or in op|>osition to the motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Couhl 1 not say or submit 
^ything a?* to tlie motion being not in order according to the rules? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Chair allows, then certainly you can. 

Mr. HAMJDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Then may 1 have your 
perrais.sion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V er>' well, go on. In that case Mr. Majumdar, 
you can speak also. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The chair should not give 
Mr. Majumdar the right to speak simply because that right has been con- 
ceded to me also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you can address the House, then others also 
can. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But. Sir, vou have always 
allowed members to spea^on the admissibility or irregularity of motions. 
What I am goiug to say is that mv friend Mr. Das has in the of an 
explanation raised the merits of the question. So far as an adjoammrat 
motion is concerned, it is a well-recognised principle that recurring 
iicidents are never considered to be urgent. The word “urgency”, is always 
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intwpreted as Laving always occurred for t^iirst time and tfeat cun be 
discussed when the House meets. Therefore. ^j^feiJinposition 4 )^ik curfew 
order which has been recurring in Bhowatu^re can never be the subject 
of au adjournment motion because it lacks %e first qualification, nama]^ 
that it is not an urgent matter or public importance. Secondly, as my 
learned friend has pointed out he has ^ no grouse or grievance so long as 
people who belong to the other camp are punished but it matters ve|^^ much 
il‘ others are punished. Therefore, the motion is out of order from ail 
points of view. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Majumdar, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: My [wint is that it is an ingent matter 
in this way : that .,0 hours or 3o hours ourfew are heiii^r initioseti without 
any interval, so that milk for children may l>e obtained or doctors* advice 
may be obtained. In other provinces where curfews are imposed of suoli 
long- duration some hours are also allowed by the authorities to enable tie 
people affected to obtain their food in the locality. Here you see the policy 
of the Goveriiment is very had and as repards'the area.s given it is very, 
idiifusing and ignorant people going into those areas were taken into police 
sans and were lined cn masse. That is the reason why thi.s matter should 
be drscussed in an adjournment molion — liecause, Sir, it is very urgent. It 
is the result of tlie guidance of an unreasonable Government. So this must 
be thrashed out. I do not say that there should be no curfew order; but 
I do .sav that reasonable time should he allowed to the people of the locality 
where 24 hours or 3-5 liours or 59 hours of curfew is imposed. So it sliouli 
not he treated lightlv. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBiSH: Sir. there are two 
questions involved which should he considered when voii are going to give 
us your con.sent to the adjournment moUon. My frieiid Mr. Hnmidul Hun 
Uiowdhiirv has said that if it is a recurring incident it cannot 1^ argued. 
My suhmisMon is that recurring events or not, anv particular event which 
might have taken place under certain circumstances, may be urgent in the 
sen.se that that eyeni liapjiened at the instance of ffovernment and under 
nrcumstances wliidi had no justification for the issue of a curfew order in 
that particular area. The hniiouralile memlier has tried to bring up this 
motion before tin’s House on two main grounds. The hist is that there was 
awuluteiy no iiif’ident in that area an<l nothing happened in that part of 
the Joealitv to justify the issue of anv curfew. The secoml |H»int is that 
It was passed .suddenlv at certain hours of the night when llie ordinary 
people or most of the people could have absoultely no information abouk 
the curfew order and they cannot uprise themselve.H of the order 


The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. I 
II ud that Mr. Mahalanoliish in making a statement is really going into the 
case which I .submit he cannot do. The point that is before 
^1 k whether thi.s adjournment motion is in order or not, 

" *■ should allow it or not, whether it is urgent, whether it is of 

public importance, The.se are tlie oulv points on which the discussion 
should be based — — 

Mr, BlilOY 8INCH NAHAR: It i» not a point of order. 

. Tim Hon’bU Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: You are not to say whether it 
IS point of order or not. . The Chair is there. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Muhalunobish, I do not think vou can go into 
the merits of the case. 

•ir, NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Not at all. Sir, I only 
that there are two points for consideration. First of all as the mover 
Las said there was no justification for the curfew order and the second—- 
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lUt PRESIDENT: It .Really going into the merits of the case. So 
I think yoir should avoid it.^ 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, regarding the 
question of the urgency of the matter and of public importance the mover 
of the motion has already said that there was abuse of the power and there 
was no justification of the order. Under the circumstances you may in 
your discretion allow the adjournment motion. These are the points which 
I am placing before the House and I am not discussing anything else, I 
am only placing these two points. The urgency of the matter should be 
seen and also whether there is proper justification for the imposition of this 
order. So, it would be for the Hon ’hie President after hearing the Gov- 
ernment spokesman on this subject — whether these three points have been 
satisfied, namely, whether it is of public importance, whether there was 
proper justification and whether it was urgent or not. I submit, Sir, that 
the mover has satisfied the House that this motion conforms to the rules 
and therefore it is admissible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Sen. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, the points to be discussed and 
decided upon are (1) whether the motion satisfies the condition of paragraph 
97 — ^whether this matter to he discussed is of urgent pnldic importance. 
About this point it has been amply shown tliat it is of urgent pnldic 
importance. Now, about the time for giving notice, T find under section 
10 it is stated that the notice should he handed over to the Secietaiy at 
least three hours liefore the sitting of the (’nuiui], so that the mover may 
take the Phair’s permission to move the motion. If the required space of 
time is not there, the motion cannot he moved on tliat day, and it might he 
said that the provision has not been complied with. The provision of time 
is there only to enable the President to consider the matter. So, if the 
motion is not taken up tlie same day, I think full three hours’ time may 
not he necessary. It transpires also that on the 2r>lh it could not he taken 
up. So, liow can it transgress the time-provision ? If n re4rictive order 
is put on like this, a very valuable privilege of the House will be curtailed. 
I think, Sir, you should treat this matter more liberally. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think the matter has been 
sufficiently discussed. It invtdves two points. First of all, whether the 
matter is urgent and whether the notice was given in time. Now, as 
regards tlie notice, I am imlined to think that the notice was not given 
ilk time. The notice should have been given three hours before the meeting 
on the 2oth. As the honourable mover considered the matter to be urgent, 
he should have taken the earliest opportunity to ask for permission by 
putting in the notice. Tliat he did not. MV had a meeting on the 25th 
and so far I remeniher there was no adjournment motion pending before 
the House on that date; we discussed non-official resolutions on the 26th. 
Bo if the honourable member had given notice in time the question of 
admissibility of this motion co\ild have been taken up on the 25th 
immediately after the Question Hour. But he did not comply with the 
provisions of Pule 100. 

(Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar got up to say something.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS Order, order, the Chair is now addressing the House 
and the discussion has been fini.shed. 

Then arises the questioiw. “the sudden imposition of the curfew order on 
certain areas in South Calcutta without any proper justification.’* Now 
the expression “without any proper justification” cannot be taken into 
account in considering the admissibility of the motion because that will be 
really going into the merits of the case. It is not open to the members to 
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po into that point and it is not the Junction of Jhe Chair either to|Jb‘into 
that point. Now here Government discharged certain statutory duties — 
and it is the practice and we have pricedents in this House that adjourn- 
ments are not usually allowed whetf a question arises out of the Govern- 
ment’s discharging their statutory functions in coqrse of the ordinary 
administration. That is exactly what they have done here. Therefore, I 
consider this motion out of order. So I do not give my consent and that 
is my decision. 

Mr. BldOY 8INCH NAHAR; I have got up not to say anything about 
the decision given by you but only on a matter of fact. On the 25th 
instant I moved an adjournment motion and that is the reason why my 
friend could not move this motion of his. The point is that on the* 26th 
there was an adjournment motion already pending and it is I who moved 
that adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That made no difference whatsoever. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But there was an adjournment motioiifv' 
already that day. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That makes no difference as regards the admis- 
sibility of this motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have another adjournment motion on 
the comment of Mr. Suhruwardy, the (liief Minister of Bengal, regarding 
the 100, Harrison Road case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Where was that comment made, can you tell meP 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We came to kno\^ of it on the 25tli from 
the newspapers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Where was that comment made? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That was made in the Assembly on the 
Hartal Day, i.e., on the 2drd and the statement was “After my statement 
on Tuesday in the Coum il there could Ik* no justification for any public 
action on the alleged incidents of 100, ITanison Road”, etc. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Please hear me for a minute. The statement of 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister which you are referring to was made before tbfr 
other place and so it was the duty of tlie other House to take up the matter 
there if it is so desired. And it is not the practice to discuss matters 
mentioned in another place on the floor of this House. That is a dangerois 
practice. 1 can never encourage that practice. So I would request 
you 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: One minute more, Sir, I want to have my 
say. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What I do say is this I am not dis- 
cussing .the right of the Chief Minister to make a statement in tho 
Assembly; nothing of the .sort. You a.sked of me where he made that 
statement to which I .said that he made the statement in the Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you kindiv bear with me one minute P la 
your point* this that you take exception to a statement made in the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, not with respect to that. 1 take 
excention to bis statement regarding the 100. Harrison Road, caae* 
Nowh ere in my motio^ have I said that it was made in the Assembly. 
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ESI 0 ENTs I muBt know where the statement was made, so I 
put the^ue,stion. . ^ ** 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA OASS From wherever he made the statement 
the comment was published in the papers. He did the mischief by hiv 
comments and the statement was published in the papers and we read it 
and saw that it was calculated to prejudice the prosecution and help the 
defence. When my adjournment motion regarding* the 100, Harrison Roail 
incident came up before ySu in this House, as soon as I read out the 
adjournment motion, the Chief Minister got up and said that Ihe case was 
suh-ju(hce and requested that no member make any comment oji the case. 
Then, Sir, in his statement of the 2^1rd, he further said that this case wa> 
enquired into by liigh-ranking Government servants who made the enquiry 
with meticulous care and he said that even if officers of the Crown who 
have now decided to send up the 100, Harrison Road case to the courts 

Th« Hon’bid Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. I do 
jUat think that the submission that Mr. Das is making is relevant to the 
point to be decided by you now, namely, whetlier this adjournment is 
admissible or not. The statement which is being referred to by him was 
madtl in the other House ; and he has also referred to' its publication in the 
press and if be can refer to the Premier’s statement in the Assembly as 
published in the press, they may have occurred in the headlines. There- 
fore, as you liave righcly observed, Sir, statements made in the other House 
ebould not be the subject matter of discussion in this House ; otherwise very 
bad practice would creep in. 

Mr. PREEIPENT: That is not a new point of order, Mr. Rahman. 

Th« Hon'bit Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: What I am saying is that it is 
not relevant to the point of the motion whether the motion is sub-judice or 
not. 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS, Sir, I was referring to the conduct of 
Mr. Suhrawardy in this Council House. As soon as I read out my adjourn- 
ment motion he stood up and turning towards this side said, “well, you cannot 
go on with this im)tion“ and whv? Wcause Government have decided to send 
up the case to a court. It had gone to the Government’s higli ranking officers 
wno had eiujuired into the case with meti(‘ulous care; anywav, the.se officers of 
the Crown hud decided to send up this case and even if thev had decided the 
matter in any other way, Government themselves had decided that it should 
1)6 sent up and he requested every one of us tf> refrain from making any 
comment on the case so tliat no party mav be prejudiced. Under the 
circumstances tlie adjournment motion could not W discussed and bad to 
be dropped. Now, Sir, he himself violates his own contract. He himself 
laid down a certain contract but be himself again violates it. He makes 
a statement hereafter in the Assembly and violates his own contract and in 
4oing so makes a very serious statein’eut which is calculated to prejudice 
the case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Das. you cannot go on dis- 
cussing the matter at random, liecause you mu.st answer my direct question. 
The statement you are referring to was made in the other House : was it 
#r wag it not? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Yes, it was made in the other House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If it was made in the other House that matter 
cannot come up in this House and I would request honourable members 
not to indulge in the practice of discussing here statements made in the other 
House; it would be a very undesirable practice and this House should stick 
to its own tradition of not discussing a matter that happened in another 
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Mr. Lalit Chandra D4s rose: , 

# V r 

Mr. PREtiOENT: I %m very sorry." I do not think there i» anything 
more Jto say in thi»* matter. So I do not give my consent. 

Mr. HARiaAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, there is another motion standing 
in niy name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. Hr. Majumdar. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: My motion i.s a.s follows : failure of 
the Government to announce the order of curfew in the Bhowanipore area 
on the 24th instant in a pro|>er and efficient manner, resulting in iihe 
persecution of hundreds of innocent passers-by who were naturallv ignorant 
of the said order. 

The curfew was not imposed in a proper and efficient manner. This is a 
very urgent matter and explains itself. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You object to the method of the announcement? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Yes. Sir 

Mr, PRESIDENT: May I enquire of the Hon'ble Minister as to how 
the curfew was announced and whether Government are prepared to see that 
it is properly announced in future? 

The HOfl’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: I shall give it my proper 
consideration to see how better methods could be adopted for the purjicse 
in future. Then with regard to the question of announcement it is usually 
announced by publicity vans going round and also by notices in the press. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I think, Sir, it should be done by hooter 
in each thana. 

The Hofi’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: I shall ootisider it. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: lu view of the assurance I do not want 
to press my motion. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr, BJJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, with regard to the Bengal Acquisi- 
tion of Wa.ste l.aiid Bill we want your |)eniiissimi for the extension of time 
for submission of the new amendment.s. The Iforrhle Minister could not 
manage to print them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; What is the number of the amenflmentsP 

Mr. BUOY BiNCH NAHAR: AW 10 or so. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you com^ to an agreement with the Hon'ble 
Minister? 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes. 

Tlw Hon'M. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; What happened was that 
Mr. Nahar approached me and I said that I should have no objection 
provided the -number is small 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, those amendments are admitted. 

Thb Bongil Matamity Bonolit (Tea Eititoi) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’blo Mr. SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOiAIN: I beg to 

introduce the Bengal Maternity Benefit (Tea Estates) Bill, 1947. 

In doing so I may s^te for^the information of the House— 
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Mr# BlilOY 8INCH NAHAR: we have not got comes of t 

Bill. ^ 

The Htm’ble Mr. |AIYED MUA22AMUDDIN H08AIN: The Bill w 
published in the Gazette. In this connection I may say one or two wpr 
regaling this Bill. This Bill had passed through this Council year befo 
last mt it (lapsed before it could be passed by the Assembly as it dissolve 
It ir a short Bill and I tl^nk there is no objection to the passage of tl 
Bill. Therefore a date may be fixed for the consideration of the Bill, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What date do you suggest? 

The HOfl’hle Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; One wee 

Ttere is special circumstances regarding this Bill. It had passed throuj 
tne Select Committee of this House and it was also passed clause by clau 
by this House and after that it was introduced in the House exactly in t! 
same form with this dicerence 

Mrt PRESIDENT: May I just enquire whether you want bo’th cO 
sideration and passing of the Bill, because in that case sufficient time w 
have to be given to the Opposition for amendments. What time vou sugges 
One week will not he sufficient, because tlie amendments will ha\e to 
•**tabulated, printed and circulated. It will take time. 

BUOY SINGH NAHAR: The time should be at least a fortnigl 

The Hon'bte Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We m 

agree t(j lo days, junvided amendments to the clauses of the Bill are al 
given. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT; So, amendments are to be sent in bv 3 n.m. > 
the loth May. On which date \ou ])ropose to take up the Bill tor co 
sideration ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN; We want 
take that up on tlie loth. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want that the Bill he taken into considei 
tion on the 15th, then the office will require time for juintiug and circulatio 

'• Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, we want a fortnight’s time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Why do you require a fortnight's time? He 
many clauses there are in .the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 17 clause 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Only 17 clause.sl Then I think we can fix Sfirtu 
day, the 10th, that is, ten days’ time for putting in amendments and fo 
days for the office; then the motiouvfor consideration may be taken up < 
the 15th. 

^ Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Provided, Sir, we finish the Acquisitit 
of Waste Land Bill. 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: So long as we do not finish one Bill we cann 
# take up another. So, the Bill will lie taken up on the 15th provided tl 
cither business before the House is finished and by Saturday, tne 10th, ti 
|bnendments to the clauses of the Bill may be put in. 

Now, the next item the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill. 

Th« Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DISWANATH ROY: Sir, some amendments were moved the otb 

day 
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Hr. PIlMIOEHT: I und«r^d that Mr. Bi^lnmaih ira< in 

msMuion aLthe House on Mr. .4%aru Chandra Sauyal’s motiofi that the 
|^.bo recM^itted. Mr. Bis«|tiiatt Roy. 

Ilr. BISWANAtN ROY: Sir, my argument^^for supporting the 
amendment are* vetv simple. Quite a large numbw of amendmenta^M 
ma^,as 600, aeeording to the Secretary, have been tabled. From ^s it 
willbe clear that the original draft of the Bill even when revised lif the 
Select Committee is not at all happy. There are suggestions for many 
changes in the Bill and instead of considering them one by one in the open 
Housei the matter may be referred back to the Select Committee again ^d ' 
thus ^ggestions contained in the ameiulnients may have a chance of b^ing 
considered carefully in that place. 

Moreover, as the number of amendments is ver>- large, it will takei 
very long time for their consideration in the o|ien House. The honourabw 
members will speak for and against each of them. But if it is presented 
before the House after consideration of the suggestions in tlie amendments 
m*# put forth it will not take much time to discuss the Bill in this Heuse. 


It may be recalled that at the time of introducing this very Bill in 1^0 
Lower House a fairly large number of amendments were tabled there ant 
those amendments were of a similar nature. It only shows tliat substantial 
changes are essentially necessary in the Bill. The.se changes cannot be maJ#^ 
in the open House. The party mandate to the honourable membeis of tlxd 
Government side here stands in the way — scarcely any member finds a scopa 
to exert his free judgment. It is our sad experience that wliatever amend-, 
meut the Opposition will move will be negatived by the Ministerial par^ 
hv sheer force of a brute majority. The merit, genuineness, honesty of 
purpose or anvihiug whatsoever in such amendments would be mercilessly 
thrown out. 1, therefore, think the reconsideration of the amendments -by 
the same Select Committee once again will ensure justice and fuir-play. . 

, ’'I 

Besides these, when the Bill w'as considered in the Select Committee firit 
time it was rushed through so very hastily when the members of our par^ 
could not attend due to short notice and could not take part in the proceea- , 
ings of the Committee on the first dav. Many clauses were taken up and 
finished on that day and when in the next day’s proceedings the n)emb$n 
of our part}' in the Select Committee wanted to reopen the consideration'* 
of tbose clauses they were not allowed to do so. Ijet the very same perso^ 
have an opportunity to consider them afresh. So if the matter is referrw 
to the same Select Committee it will help everyone to discuss the Bill in a 
fair and square manner. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: It is e.ssential that thif 
Bill should be recommitted for further consideration. It is perfectly clejjf 
fro^ a simple perusal of the provisions of this Bill that under this Bill It 
is intended to take over lands from a certain number of people with a view 
to make them over to certain other people. Now one of the objects that is 
raintioned in this Bill is that the vs^ste lands, I mean certain classes Or 
waste lands would.be taken over for certain public purposes. And public 
purpose has been defined amongst other things as afforestation of lan^. 
With regard to that I submit that the Selei-t Committee did not pay proper 
attention Wause there is already an Act which is called the Forest Act 
and another Act called the I^and Acquisition Act both of which 
applied for the purpose of acquiring land for afforestation. Then ndW^ 
Clause is the carrying out of irrigation or drainage schemes. That ailp, 
I subtnit, clearly comeff within the purview of the I.#and Acquisition iftt 
aiidjor that a special Act is not nece-ssary. That aspect of the case, Lam 
afrsrtd, has not been taken into account by the Select Committee. Then 
comes the provision of sites for the setting up of model villages. That I 
think is clearlv mentioned in the I>and Acquisition Act as one of the 
purposes for which land may be acquired provided the Local Gfovernment 
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notification ?or the puyse. these three clauses (a), (h) 

and (c) seem to me to be merelwto 4|rai|ish and unnecessarihmiiclTided in 
the definition of ‘‘public purpose^fjp^ it sedl||^to pye it^e colour of 
acquisition for publi|j purpose. Th^f^lSir, clat||| (jUie^s to be the^real 
object for which this Bill has been mtfpduced^ I am sure mv 

honourable friends opposite and the Hon^^ble Minister in charfiro woulA* not 
contWd that this Bill is necessary for the purpose mentioi^ in clauses (a), 
(b) and (c) of danse 4. Now clause (rf) deals with a very complicated matter 
and ^in clause {d)(i) it is laid “in order to provide them with a means of 
livelihood if they are without such a means of livelihood as a resul t o f dis- 
ollijlifge from military service, the operation of natural causes orUErcum- 
stafiqes, such as disturbances of the public tranquillity over which they have 

f ^contror\ Now we. know, Sir, and it is perhaps known unfortunately to 
“of us who live in this country that disturbances of publi(r4ranqui llity 
ye become the order of the day and that whether those peopW#ith whom 
these lauds are ffoinfiT to be settled had or had not any control over those 
distl^rbance8 : it is extremely difficult for anybody to say anything^Utt Ais 
iKrith any deffree of certainty but Government reserve to themsekw wie 

e of sayinpf whether a particular man had or had not any control over 
disturbances. But, Sir, whatever that may be, the object seems to 
me to rob Peter to pay Paul. Therefore the name of the Bill should I 
%hink be changed to Kob Peter and Pay Paul Bill. It is not really a 
Ihonest Bill for acquisition of land by Government really for a puolic 
purpose. Therefore the Select Committee should be very careful in con- 
siderinjf all these clauses, some of which have been redundantly, unneces- 
sarily and I should say, foolishly, broiig-lit into the definition of public 
puqiose with a view to throw dust in the eyes of the Le^»-islature, as it they 
would i>e carried away with these objects whicli Government now applaud 
as hein^f public purposes. We do know that these are absolutely nothpnip. 
'They are not necessary because we have already pot sufficient legal machinery 
lor enacting the purposes mentioned in clauses (a), (b) and (c) oi clause 

*Theq Sir, there is another matter which also requires further considera- 
^ipa by the Select Committee and that is the clause where there is an 
jq|dication that they might intend to provide the people with holdings of 
an economic size if they are petty cultivators, bargadars or landless labdtirers 
jjfhose means of liveliliood are in the opinion of the Provincial Government 
usufficient to maintain a reasonable standard of life. Then, it goes Cm to 
iliy in clause 2(4)(d)(m) in order to enable such person or peraolft to 
carry on large scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise by the use 
of power-driven mechanical appliances: 

Now, Sir, take these two clauses together. I do not see why ih^#'«oin- 
^Bory acquisition should be resorted to with a view to give some pfople 
economic holdings and if the object of provision of power-driven mecjjiiniqal 
appliances is the improvement of agriculture, then I submit that thaf can 
be. easily done by inducing the peoplq to cultivate fallow lands, fallow JWjwte 
lands wherever available, to go there and settle there as bargadars, ^r 
bhagdars or on other terms with persons to whom these landa aaflally 
k^limig. I submit that there is no fool of a landlord or zamindar whd 
PBuld not allow his land to be cultivated if really be could obtain cultivators 
1^4 cultivate those lands. And if Government is so keen tp 
ilbchiikeries, power-driven machineries for the purpose of co-opeStive 
on a co-operative basis there is no landlord or landholders 
iMjelieve who would obiect to that. On the other hand,,^ every 
itan Kiaing some waste land would be very glad to alloar that 
im to bf Mjultivate^.- So all those are matters which *^ 1 i|i 0 uld 
leiiainly require the attention of the Select Committee and I am afraid 
that this aspect of tBte matter has not been taken into a^ous consideration 
»y the Select Committee.^ Ifte next point that would pi necessary for the 
Select Committee to consider would be mainly the question of compensation. 
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In tikis Bill tiil^ proposal is^^pn^^liully tp Japme^tlke ^ople of their lai^ 
nr narliftp&iAure slioea of their lawiTithiit^aiiy oompenaation at all. Wita 
,ud the liir-to cl) 


or forhftp^^ 
a to. j pu nra 

— they* mentioned nominal compehsa* 

ti3a to be paid to^^ijj^hers of pie lands. There is a positive bar under 
section 299 of^e^ Government of India Act to acquire land without com- 
pensaJtion and^wy want to satisfy that law by saying that they would 
aUow. ooippensaftiou. I would like to ask whether that is a real compliance 
inS) the provision of Section 299 of Government of India Act or it is 
xaerdy an admission to circumvent the law by putting forward a proposal » 
of tM^nature to the Legislature. 1 would ask the honourable membertAo 
seriously consider whether this law is ostensibly provided to pay JV ^pni 
as compensation to the landholders who are going to be deprived oi tl&jn 
lands pract^ally for nothing. I submit that not literally but essentip®** 
it is a latP:v^hicb is being sought to be enacted against the provisici^ Jjp 
section 299 of the Government of India Act and the Select Committee 
6li(Mhi»be well advised to consider whether or not this is really an aitimpt 


ay compensation 
I mean sectioi 


mean section 299 of :thd 


to^froumveut that law. I submit that in that view the provision 
regard to compensation ought to be recast in a proper and equitable manner. 
Then there is the provision in this Bill by which the acquisition is sougjli 
to be made practically on the whims of a Collector who is not really f% 
collector but who should be called Collector because anyboddy — Tom, Dick dP 
Harry — may be notified by the Government as Collector but need not be an 
LC.S., or a member of the B.C.S., he need not be a member of the Judicial 
Service — any man. any friend or anybody whom the’* Hon'ble Minister 
might choose to patronise or to nominate may be notified as Collector. 1 
think, Sir, this is a very dangerous proposal for the Government to appoint 
any man whether he has got any qualification or not, whether he has any 
judicial experience or not, to act as Collector, because you will find from 
the provisions of the Bill that very responsible duties have been given to th^ 
Collect^jjir, for example, to consider whether any land should be or should libtj 
be acquired or whether a particular laud is really fit for acquisition undpp 
this Act or whether it is a reasonable ground to claim exemption under 
the provision of this Act. Therefore the man who is to be entrusted 
tlm work this Act should be a man of sufficient legal knowledge. ThiA, 

will also have to be considered by the Select Committee when the 
is recommitted. I will not take the time of the House in discussing othl^^. 
provisions of the Bill which would require much more attention than haC;^ 
nkhartg been given by the Select Committee and havinjr regard to 
number of amendmenta it would appear that here are really many seriobi 
points fgjr consideration by the Select Committee again. With these words 
I suppikrt the amendment of Mr. Sanval for recommittal. ^ 

, iti'a C. MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, I am not in favour of this motiol^ 


Al#’^iliember of the Select Committee, I can say that no useful purpose 
wonUl ^ served by sending the Bill back to the Select Committee unless 
it. k went Wk with all these amendments embodied in the Bill. Witlionfl 
doiE^lliat no useful purpose would be served by simply recommitting the 
Bill^ the Select Committee. Amendments that liave been tabled ihow 
diverse opinion on this subject and the Bill will remain the same if 
sent to tie Select Committee again without embodying the amendmentrff 

ffej* if^OY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to support the motion inovi|^ 
hy Mr. Charn Chandra Sanval. Mr. Morgan has said that no usefkkpiuf^' 
pose wnpld be served by recommitting the Bill to the Select Committail^ 
witbour^e amendments ‘embodied in the Bill. He has also poi|^d ouT^ 
that |iiiEi)ly sending the Bill back to the Select Committee would not serte 
any ^ful purpose. Now, if the Hon'ble Minister accepts the point that 
the Bill should be^nt back to the Select Committee ^gether with these 
amendments, I tbinb this Bill can be improteid npon.^ Variqiis ideas 
have been given ir' iimnilTYi<>nf.A. ViiTfbov f.ltta *Ri 1T • wA-ntr 
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4jlJiKerous Bill and #e know how new^u^la p^ple. be oppo$. 

i% the general principles of bodies 

hare expressed their opposition iH tlie , (if>YOTi^nt ;realb 

mdan business they can send the^BSI w the Sifect.|joniiiiittfe 0 ‘wtet^vtlii 
Bill may again be discussed thoroughly on the tl^ese 700 amiud. 

ments. In that case the Bill would be j^assed in this Hou^e^in short time 
Otherwise if all th^ 700 amendments are to be considered in the opeu 
House, it would be sheer waste of time. ^ t 


Mr. SATItH CHANOflA SEN: Sir, I rise to- support the motion aider 
consideration. The real position has been amply pointed out by my pre- 
dec^soFB that if for no other reason the Bill should be sent back %nly tu 
consider these large number of amendments which is not possible to dis- 
^n^B here. This is enough reason for recommitting the Bill to the Select 
ijpmmittee. Mr. Morgan has said that diverse opinion has been expressed 
om these amendments. I am really sorry that the Committee dtd not per- 
form their duty. From a perusal of the Bill it will be found that there 
are a number of loopholes which require clarification and redrafting, ^he 
’Ooremment s^that it is urgent matter but, Sir, where is the urgency is 
this matter. We have another Bill which is practically the same as thi^ 
I, mean the State Acquisition of Zemindaries Bill. Many provisions o; 
these two Bills are the same. I cannot find any reason unless there i«» 
something behind it which we cannot probe into. That is the reason, Sir. 
why the Opposition is very very apprehensive as to the real motive and that 
may be the reason why they have brought in all these amendments. So, 
Sir, considering all these aspects of the thing, if the Government desirr^ 
that there should be no delay then also for tliat reason it should go bad 
to the Committee. If the Government thinks that there is a public urgeii'\\ 
in this matter even then this Bll need not be hurried as there is the 
Bill that is coming; they may wait for that thing, I mean the Bengal State 
Acquisition and Tenancy Bill that is under discussion in the Assemhl} 
and that will be coming up here. So I should think that it is a mode^-t 
proposition that it should go back to the Committee and reconsidered 
and after that, if possible, the Bill may be placed before this House in 
this very session to have it passed as an Act. 4 


Mr# BIREN ROY* As a member of the Select Committee which» went 
through the provisions of this Bill I rise to support this amendment. It 

may be considered that it is rather a contradiction but in the changed 

circumstances of to-day it should not be so construed because within the 
last fortnight things have come to such a pass that Beugal may be parti- 
tioned and the Hon’ble Minister might be on the other side and therefore 
this Waste Lands Bill may prove a complete waste of time. The |act i' 
*"|lhat it is completely a new BiH. That wants to acquire the t^aste lamb 
in the Burdwan Division as well is highly suspicious. And under what- 
ever regime we may live Burdwan Division will be attached to the* Ifidian 
Union and therefore. Sir, it is not necessari' to waste our time^and tli^ 
time of this Council by proceediag with this Bill. There are, vaijoti' 
other matters. Sir, which are hanging fire for a long timefsiifn 
the^ new tcuiancy legislation which is now in the Assembly fiiin 

can take over such things but a new Bill like this need not bt* 

brought forward at all. And not only that. Sir. My friend has already 
pointed out that there is the Stale Asquisition and Tenancy Bill that ir®niu* 
*'in and therefore in that connection we can consider the aspect whether 
^these lands should be considered as waste lands or not or whe^er they 
fhould be acquired at the cost of the Government according to lie 
^ the land for which we fought, although that value suggested hf .us ha' 
not been accepted. 'Sft, Morgan will agree with me that we wanted to fix 
it at about Rs. 50 p^r bigha and not „ at Rs. 5 as o|^inally proposed V 
the Government or at«Es. 10 as decided in the Selkt Committee. Hr 
MorgaiUnnd we decided that it should be Rs. 50 per bigha and not Rs. 1'^ 
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I>€r biglia. Anyway, Sir, the wimlo Hill will 1 h' a waslo of time. Not 
uiily liiat, Sir, the (Vnlial ( has irluscd to i»-ive this (iovem- 
iiieut any snhvontion willi wlm h to jkmmiik' al] Ihut^s. I therefore 

.iilvisc the Ilon'Me M iiiislei-m-( liaise to .i^iet' to this .um'iidinent so that 
U)- the iiieni(u‘rs (d the Sole* t ('omniitlce i ,tii sit toj^elher and find 

out il the titli o| tin- Hill i .m he < h: ni:od into the Hen; 4 'a.l A<‘((nisitioli 
(d East HtMiKul \V L.hoU Hiil so tli.it tiiei'e \\iil he ikii tiitiihle; we will 
nil aftiiM* to it. 


Tlw Hon’blo Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Su, the OjtpiisitKm and (»ther 

lAUioui .iiile Jiieiiiheis lia\e not h<‘en :ihh‘ to ad\.kin<‘ aii\ reas(»n wiiatwevev 
lor the j'eecijjiinittal of tin* Hill to the St-lot t ( 'tunniil to(‘ iii \iew of the 
aiiiiM'd iiatiiie ol the n“j»otl ol the Srh'iM ( i on in i ( toe. 1 am rather sur- 
jii is»*d at. the nnnihm <») ano'iidinenl'. that ha\i‘ been init loiward hy the 
t.)(i)>o>il ion. Fioni a peiiisal oi tlie a inomlnients 1 laii eono' to only one 
riiiK iu^ion nnd that is thl'^ liiat at a siilt'-oiiuent staj^e the Opposition 
(handed thi'U nmid and tlii\ w.inlotl to del.i\ tin* pa^^aiie of the Hill. 
That ean he tlie onI\ olipst with whii li llo‘\ liavr put in all these amend* 
nionls. Sir, if \on takt' the miniili' id ilisMuit ol .Mr H. K. Hoy Choudhury 
1 hrlieM' that dis-^riil is aUo siiiiset i I mmI to h\ olloM i‘ol l»*a^»'nes of his of 
tlo- (’on;^res> paM\ llo sjnd thal in lino ‘J, -^uh-tdaiiso (///) id' elause Id 

111 jihoi' of It), r> ^Innild ho Mih^i it iilod. Now, this is jho only no1i« id’ 

dtssoiil to llio lojinit ;^i\on h\ llo* ('on^ioss paitv- t)t itturso, thi‘re is 
aiiollioi lotto (d dis'.onf hiii iIiin l•^ h\ .Mi. .Moi^.tii. so (hat is a dilforont 
inaltor Thondojo, in \ low ol llo* aniooil naliiio o| tin* report of the Seloet 
( ’oin III 1 1 too lliosi> a iiioii d nioii t s hy the t'oii^ioss j*ail\ an* iiotliinf^’ hut dolay- 
in;.; taolus. Thou, witii louaid to llo- ohsor\ations oi .Mi- Son. that there 
Is no nieoio v tot tlio Hill in \ n-w ol a siniilai pro\iso>n in llio Slate Aeijiii- 

•'iliou Hill ill lilt' olho? II'iiiho I am iiliaid Mi Son has faihal to appriM-iiile 

the pioxisioiis ot that Hilt. \\ .isto lands cannoi ho iioijiiin'd ;is sopaiule 
lioiii the osjatos and aii\ nM-mh» i who is ali\o to iho ininionsily of the task 
ot state m (jiiisit KOI o\on atlri the loll is passed will ap'i’oo with me that 
sfjfaiato lopislalion lot aiipiisiiioii ol waste hinds will lie noiossary in view 
rd tile \oi\ ni; 4 oiil jiiojocls id < i o \ ol n imoi 1 , Willi repaid to lorlain (diser- 
\ii1ioiis ot .Ml M aha laiiohisii | Imd tliat ho has taihol to understand the 
iio(<-ssil\ joi sii( h a Hill w lo'ii the Hand At ipjisii ion Aol is in o.\istenee. 
Ill m\ opoiiiii*.,^ spool II I poMiltd oil! hi ihc lloiiso that llio Halid Ai’ijuisi- 
Ijoii Aet Is not llio propel law to l»o .ijipliod hoo.niso (lo’io the ^^uulint.,^ 
laitor [of ooiii jioiis.i I loll Js the niaikol \;iliio and f<o aoipiisilion ol waste 
land no maikol \aliio o.iii ho pioxidtil, ho m.iiki*! \aliio ran ho no ^.^iiide to 
the laml aiipiisilioii oltioors in this ease and tlioiohoo (heio is likely to 
il |.(r»'at, amount ol ooiihision in tin niatlii ol ^Mndam-o. W'ltli ref^Mrd to 
the oh.sei \ at ions ol .Mi Hnon h''>\, I ;ini i.illioi soi i v to see that ho thilikHof 
Hea^iil in those irnns 1 am \ isii.d isino an i ndopon<h'ri t, Ho\erei|.fn 
Slate oi Henpal ;ind I holnor ihal tin- maionl\ ol jioopio in lh*n|(al 
Would like to ha\t' an imlojMydonl so\oioii.;n Slat<> oi Hon^ml 

and they will iml ^ivo any om oiii a^iomont to an\ move for lleii|^'al to 
h'M'ome ;i piirt, ol llio Indian I nnoi. As a maltoi of tact they know very 
Well that Hoii^mI with its patMotisin, and hnlliiinl past eiuinof }>o Hiihjeet 
to an\ Stale roHsido it. whothoi it is Hritis}) OI Indian. HonJ^^■ll wall he 
iiii iiulopomloiil soNoioion Sl.ato, I i an joophosv that, and (ho so-ealled 
h'udols, the pseudo loaders, wh'» aio sitini^' <oi the hoio lies opposite will see 
winit liappiuis. (Mr. IjMii ('ii\mhm I)\s; What ahouf umr twai-nat ion 
theoiy'^l The (piost ion .dooH not .'n-r that West Hon^^al waste lands should 
not he dealt with in loj/isl.itnm at this stat;o K#o the.se Viuions reasons 1 
oppose tin* 'motion foi the i4--omoinilt.il ol tin* Hill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The ipiestion ]»ef<ire the House is Ihal tlie Henj^al 
Aeipiisition of Waste liami Hill, IJMT, as re]>o!fed hy the S(de(T Cuniliiittee, 
))e re-connnitted. 

7 ^ 
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Tho question was ])ut and a division taken wiili the followinf,'* result: — 


AYES— 12. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Oatta. 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar. 

Ral Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 


Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 


NOES— 27. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendraial Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

Mr. Moazzem Hoasain Chaudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mrt. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodui Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hoiain. 


AlhaJ Yar Ali Khan. 

Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. K. MacLaren. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethel Robertson. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
Haji Md. Yusuf. 


A^yes hein^^ TJ aiwl I he No(*s ( lie iiiolmn \v;is losl. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin n< ‘\( aiiMMidineiil is that of Mr. liisuanath Ho> 
But I do not, tlmik it is in oidei, heeaiise he has ^ll^ 4 ■^e^ted a ditVereiil 
quorum from tlial, (d the on^inal S(d<‘el (’onniiiltee. So, this is out oi 
order. Jn th(‘ next om* he >ii;,';^ests a dilteieiil Sideet ( 'onnii i t tee 'riie 
principle is that the Hill linisl he lecomimtted ti> the same Select Colii- 
luittee. No new Select ( 'oiiiiiiit tee can he pr^)|M)^ed at thl^ >la^o‘. 'riien*- 
fore uinendint'uts Nos. h, h and 7 aie out ot older and now the ori^^iiial 
motion that the! Bill he iakmi into nnisjdcration has to ht* cojisideied 

1die (ju«*s( ion hefore- 

Mr. LALIT €HANDRA DAS: Sii. I \v:inl III ^|ll':lK nii llll^ iiiiitiiiii. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wry urll. il<i il. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to ojijMise the (••oiisidiuut ion 
of thi.s Bill. My first j^iouml is that Sir, uill the lloiThle Mlnisiei 
sjieak now ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, he will rejily. He lias alre<id\ nio\ed hi*' 
motion . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I rise to tippose the consideration ol 
the Bengal Aequisition oi Waste liaiuL Bill, ]!)47. My first point befoie 
the House is this, Sir, that the Bill is not urgent and there is not parii- 
(Milarl) any verj> great reason \\h\ the Bill should he enacted into law as 
presented tudore this Houm*. I asked a (jueslion in this House what quan- 
tity of waste lauds was lying fallow in Bengal to wliieh the Hon’hle Mini-N- 
ter replied that the quantit\ would In* o\er JK) lakhs of acres. I partieular- 
ly aaked whal was the quujjtity of such lauds lying iii the Burdwan Divi- 
ttion to which his answer has heeii that the quantity of lands lying waste 
in the Burdwan Division would he over 4 lakhs acres. Nhnv, 1 ask, whal 
(or is he going to acquire these over lakhs of aiTes of laudl^ Wdiat is the 
puiquise? The purpose given in the Bill is “puhlie purpose” and “public pur- 
pose** has been defined in HuWlau.se { 4 ) of elause 2 of the Bill. Will be under- 
take all these works shown under the definition of “public purpose” at oncei*^ 
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W hy should the (ioverniuoni he ^iven m» much powc'r lo acquire so iniudi 
^uw llie ( loveruiueiit had lauds, (hey were (he owners of khiis 
mahals. Did (hey (ry any o( (he ohjeets as tlu*\ now iliselose in suh-clfttise 
(-/) of elau.se '2 of (his Hill. The\ have iinw here, in no par( of llen^^al, Sir* 
hied to acquire some laniU, ua^te lands or khas mahal for the jiurpose of 
staftinjT model ^illa^*■e^. Jl.ue (he\ i‘\er tried i( at any time anywhere? 
Ot even now are they to stait at once a net work* of model * viliajfes 

thiou^'‘hout Ih'U^al Are \oii hom‘>()\ ‘^‘oinn- jo (h> that? In vii'W oi (lieir 
inaelnm I sn>pe< l (heA<oo/ fiJi s nt then intenlmn that the\ will require 
(t\er d() lakhs oi acres oi land ioi (he (iiirpox* ot eairxiiii’ out the purpiLses 
which have heen dcsciihial as “j'*d‘lic pnijiose". They have md shown 
an\ eainestncss in (he mallei at all \\ h\ should lhe\ he ;4;iv(*n so much 
power to acquiie so much landy Thr\ say, Sii, that thi'y require land 
Ioi ihr puijiose id seitliii'j;' them with ,in\ p(‘rs(tn oi persons in order to 
pioMih* (hem with a means ot lixelihood i| they aie without such a means 
oj livtdihood as a lesiilt fd di-^ehaiyte iioni the military scmki*, II a\(‘ the 
( io\ el n mini ( tidil Us at aii\ time in this House llitit tliere an* so nian>' 
peisoiis waitinji to lx* piovided with waste lamls (hat (h(*\ niiylit ^e( a 
liMit^*' or ha\e they produced any plan hetoie (his House that (hey would 
iiMpnie so man\ thousands id aeies id laml'^ The\ ha\e done mdhin^^' of 
ilie soli and we eanmd (lUst them Now, Sir, amdlier thin^*' which aioirscH 
oiii susjiieion and ahout which we ha\e not heanl what Ihe Hon'hle Minis|(»r 
li.i’' in Ills mind is this I a>i\ with whom these lands are ^oin;^’ to he 
"ell led. Are the\ yoin ;4 to lx* settled with lien; 4 alees or with p(*rsons I rom 
oiilside Heno;ijv Now, Sii, il lands have (o he acipiiriMl lor (he pnrjxise 
ot selilin^ them with Heno;ih-es to helji the latter I can undersland iho 
ineanino- id it hut (hat does not s*-eiii to he the casi' and (here is .somet h in;j:‘ 
I'chind then hai k. that the\ intend to impoit soniehod\' idse iiniii oul.side 
Heimal and |nit (heiu in Hciili.iI to |i\e in (he \illaees (hat are jiioposed to 
he undeitakeii on thc"!* wa^le land" It this he the intention eerlainly we 
"hall liaM* (d)jeelion to it We eannoi allow (he mquisition o| |h*n^'ar»s 
lands Ioi piMiple coiiiiiio lioni oulsuie Iten;».il As a matter (d fail, Sir, I 
put a (pi(‘stion to that idtecl in this House and in answer to thal question 
the lion hie Mniislei leieiied me to a "peei h which he (hdivered at lh(* 
tune oi int loducin;^' this |iil|. Now, Sn, that statement, I rememher, 
’•'Iciied to the pndiahihu oi settling a lai;re ipiantits (d land with (he 
Hil lai leiuo'ees. He told the House (hat encunistames may •so fashion 
iheiiiseKes, may so come ahout that we ma\ he i-ompelled to Kettle (he 
lands with Hihai rel u^ees if the mMes,s||\ aiosc Now, Sir, tin* <’a( is 
>eall\ out of the hao- \Ve (aiimd (leoiee lhat <pur land should he intended 
toi jMMsoiis other lhan (hose w lio ale poimaiienll\ d<»miiiled in HenojH (»r 
who are residmit's o( the piovime of Hen;ral TIom, Sir, it is furlfier stall’d 
tlial i( is also intended to s(d(!e the lands with peisons who find (hat (hey 
'"uld md earn (heir li\<dihood het.nis** <i| the opeialion oi nalural causes 
"I for leasoiis such as disiiiihames uf ilie puhlie tranquillity. Hul lie has 
C'd told Us how nian\ people would leppnre, heinjj: hoimdesps, (o )>e provid- 
'd with land (»r w iio lh('\ are. St», dn a iremoal stalcment, hke (his and 
under circum.slam es wlieii we fear thal the land mav {.jo away elsew lien* 

We do n<d find that (lo’se powers should he ;^»i\en to this (iovernineiit fo 
‘(quire the wasti^ lands oi lieir^'-al. There is amdher tiling whirli has heen 
-hited and it is this, dial in order to juo\ide them with holdinjir^ <,[ ., 1 , 
''Uiomie Nize if the\ are petty cultivators, har-;,Mdars or landless lahourers 
whose means ot liveliloxul are in the tqiinion of the Provincial (iov«*rri- 
uerit insufficient to maintain a ri-asonalile standard of life. Sir, here ilo'V 
uve juit the wart hefore'llo' hois<’. 1'hev are to aripiiie wash* lands 

d Hen^al and tlieii they will rm fishin^^ for petU cultivators, har;radars 
u' landless labourers and then find out (he quaniity of land that the\ will 
♦•(juire — on all these I must sa\ the Ilonouralde .Minister musf furni-sh 
the House with definite details as to the iiuudiei ol lahour’ers, petty culti- 
vators and landless labourers that will require such lands. They have laid 
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no fiucli plan before ilie Noiim*, and yet they come forward and say 
118 the power to accpure waste lands”, fiot tliem j^ive a jiroof of tln'ir (*Hi- 
ciwK-y and in(;oiTuj»ti]»ili(\ [nd'ore they can make such a demand. We aic 
Hiispicious of the administtatimi, for tlieir administration is shnmded ut 
mystery. VVhi cannot allow tln'in to have this juover. Tlien, alMiul tic 
lar^e scale farmiji^^^ on a co-opei;tji\e basis witli the ai<l of power-driven 
applianires. That is a very j;ooii idea, no doid)t. Hut, hen*, a^miii, nothing 
lias been stated as to how mmh «juaiilit\ of land will lu* ie(|uired lu ordto 
to jirove that a larj^’i* scale laimin” on ,i co-oj)iTati\e basis can be (ai’rn'il 
on; a mere statement will not do; simply citiii;.^ that the_\ will do this ami 
that will not do. Facts and fio'ures must be stated. d’lierefore, in tic 
absence ol these tacts and ti^nin’s wr cannot pnse the ( io\ i*iiinient tliiN 
power to acijuire all tin* waste hinds <»! Hen^al. Although co-operati\c 
societies ha\e been in i‘.\islcnce in Henp-al t‘\ci' since tlie inauguration oj 
the Ciiustitiit ion ol l!td7 tlo'y have not )>?o\eil as \(>1 b\ any di'linite action 
that they would Ih^ aide to ae| on a polic\ (d laroc scale tanning on a co- 
operative basis; I am sure they will utterly tail. I sa\ that they ha\. 
acdually j)rov(‘d tliemseUcs ijuitc unlit for llie purpose ot takino' so inan\ 
lauds on tin* mere alleo'ation that laro(* scale fai'iniii';’ on a eo-oj»erat i n »■ 
basis w’ould be cariied on, nothino- oj tin* sort, Sir. Althouoh the ((»- 

operative societies hav(* been in (*\!slence loi ijuile a nnmbei of years am! 
there i-s also a Ministi\ (d Co-ojM‘iali\e Dejiarlmeiit \e1 it has dom* iiothim: 
ol the sort. It is only a whitewash, a siiioke-si'i ceti in older to hide then 
real purpose. I submit, Sii, that they iiaM* not been aide to juoni* Im'Ioic 
this House the nece.ssils o| a<(|nirini' all the waste lands in Henpal. Ii 
has been said that tin* purpose is also toi llie caiivin^ out ot irri;.;alion 
and draina>.’‘e schemes. 3'he diaina^^e and itiipalion sclienics they havt 
in pb'iity all the time \\ lien we |nil an\ (jiii'slion re;.iai din;^’ irii^^alioti 

and drainao’i* schemes the aiiswei alwa\s i-. “llie\ aie bein;^ |>n‘paied m 
they are under |ue|»aiation " lla\e the\ up lo iln^ lime piosed bv mui- 
cr<‘te action that they have iMiried sm h and sin h iin;jalion seheim's m sm 'i 
ami such drainaoe scheimvsy What tin's have done dniiin.! tin' lasi It) \<‘ai' 
to rous(‘ the confidema* in Us that the\ would laiiy oiil tin* jinrpose ol (lie 
Hill? Hy their past action so bum iIh*v liave not shown thi' aliilitv aboii* 
irrigation iind draiiiap* sehenies So 1 sulonil we cannot Irust ilieni with 
the power tii ue<|uire all the waste lamls ot Hmit^al It the juovision id tic 
(lovernun'iit would have been that tor sneli and smh juiipo'.e “wi* retpiiic 
so nimdi land" that would have been umh*rslandalde. II they had souoh! 
acipiisition of land in Hurdwan Division toi the piiipoNt* (d thi' Damodai 
Seluum* and said that thev Knjimed so much land lliat would have beca 

undersiandabh* or it thev had said that on the HankiiTa or Dinajpur side 

they re(|uired so much land loi the purpose oj (‘stahlish i im^ model vilbmcs 
or tor the purjiose ot ailoieslatnui or tor the supplv ot land to a lare^’e iiuiii' 
l>er of unemploy»‘d nn'ii of Helical to !u‘lp them as a means id livelihood, 
tlu'ii we woidd have surelv e»>ns|(h‘red a^ lee iti mate orounds lor askim. 
for powi'rs to ac(|uii'e that (piantitv ot lami Hut as tln*y have not ^n'veii 
any det4lil of what lht‘y inti'iid to diiSve canm»t aerec, we cannot p'ive riirh 
hlanclw to the (lovernmeiit to ma|uire all the wasti* lands ol Ih'Uiral. I sub- 
mit, Sir, that on these ^'■rounds the consideration of this Hill should bt 
refused Ivy this House. Sir. in respect to tin* attempt (d tin* (ioM'rnmen: 
to burry thnvu^h this provision I Nubmit that there is no ui^rency in the 
matter, since new constitution i*' iMunino- ami it is not known who rtunaiii" 
and wlio ^oes mit : there are i hanci's <d two (iovernmeuts in the jirovince • 
the chances are that this (lovernment will be H‘])lac<'d bv a m*vv (lovein- 
meut — the chances ari* tkat there will In* lejudonal Ministries ami tin 
chances are that there will be paitition of Henual (i ries from Treasurv 
Benches: There will be independent .sovereijrn State). Xo one will be 
deluded by your siwerei^n State. You want soveieiijn State of Pakisthan 
and we want a separate State for Bengalee Hindus and we pe<»]de of Ben^^a! 
will aioutly oppose your eove reign Pakisthau in Bengal. We want to Ih^ 
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part and parrel of the T'nion of India. With your hvo-iuUion theory you 
want to separate from Hindu'^ am! we also want lo se[>arate and we will 
separate: we wan! a lomieland tor lteni*ahH* llindirs. Yon speak of !he !wa>- 
! lu'ory now —yon w lio Indori^’ lo (In* ■slork ol low-idass Hindus, and 
I say that 9!) ])er een!. of !lu* Mu*'iim'' <d Bengal wao'e II nidus. Now you 
wan! to sejiarait* a!id say \(m liaxi* nolliin* 4 ‘ in (*ommon with the llindxis. 
So let ns separate and liavi* two piovinres one willi .Muslim majoritv <ind 
the other with Hindu |»redominat inp, a jiart »d* the Indian I'nion! 

Mfa PRESIDENT! Mr. I);i.s, It*! ns not ti\ to .selih* that (piestion liere. 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS! Sn it is not a mattei of |ok{‘ that lakhs and 
lakhs acres id' waste land sfionhl he taken h\ the pentlmnen of thi' East 
Ihmoal and handeil o\er to tIo*ii own pi'ople to oiitnumhm- tlie llindn-s, in 
oidm- to ])akist hanise tin- Wc^t Iteiipa). We stontiv piotest ap-ainsf this 
iioMsun*. Tln‘ !ltms(‘ should expiess tlr-iro whothe? the Hiiris urpomt. 

1 suhiiiit ihiit it IS «i (Itinpf'ious Bill and nioi(‘o\t‘r as there rs nii ni'o'em'y 
the consideration «d' this Bill should ht‘ ndusei| hy the House. 

W’iili tlH*s(‘ words, Sii', 1 ojtpose the Bill. 


Mfi BUOY SINGH NAHAR! Sn. 1 iim' to oppose tin* motion dhis 

is a \e!\ danp-oi.uis IBM am! it has ho.m hioii-hl hohue tin- lloiiso hy the 
'oniiuunallv minded (ioMunmcnt and it is an ciitiirU roiuninnal Bill. Mv 
I.ic\iou> speakers havo told in a \m\ - Iran iit wa\ tint wo iiom this ^de 
"• House to not want su. h a Bill l<» !>»• <>naeted into law. This Bill 

Iea!l\ means |o take awaN the inlicieiil iipht of oiie mm I mil of the people 
h\ the other soetHui Sir, the (hoeinmeiit pi(»p(»M-s jo l,,ke awav the lands 
mostly of Wost Beiipal, as tlie llou'hle .Mirimlei h.is poinliMl oii'l. Iron, the 
persons win. own tiouii and he wants t(» settle the kinds with other pm-, sons 
Hie IBui'hle Miiilsh.i desiiiluMl .i> jHlIdu pilipos,- Sir. tile puMu* 
nienliom,l here e, a danpeioiis purpos,. (|),. 'k vm innnnN 
' the daiiper ••'I Tlo- daiiper is that the (ioveinnient 

w, lilts to settle the lands (Mr \\ \ 1 1 1 m // \ m \ % ; d'la \ want onl\ wa.sto 
Lhe\ will want liie hesi kind^ and riot the w.isfe lands. Because 
H'*' definition .•} the waste him! oi\en in this Boll realK does not mean only 
"■'H'’ k'lids (iovernmeiit wants lo tale awav kimls iMdoripiipr to one 
|•ers,,|l ami re-settle them with .ulor persons who are in their pmod hooks, 
^elollglllp jo theii own eommiiiiKv or p.irt\ m then supporters. (Mr. 

1 Mi'in: d hey are human heinus t I ndouhtiMllv, hut the jM‘is(uis from whom 
these lands an* hemp taken aw.iv ar<' alsti iiuman liemp's and so there is 
''"Iiie niter ioi motive iMdiiml this imeve. 1 sijhimt. Sn. then* is some re.il 
’iK'tive htdiind this Bill tuheiwise we would not liave opjmsed tin* Bill 
ni tins fashion we are doinp to-da\ Oin Dep.nv Leader has pointed out 
tt>.d (mveriirnerit wants to ie-se(tle tlm lamis x.,ih (he Miislnns Irom Bihar 
>'i the West Beiipal l.» show that in West Ihrieal also lhe\ want to create 
•> niajontv (d the Muslims. d’o-d.iv m West Beupal there js tin* ahsoluh* 
’"•‘Joritv of the other eommuintv and so we want that these lands should 
he taken awav from the owners*. no| have tiom re-setlled with other 
Thev sliouhl not he i.uied to leave their l.nids. (Mr. Ml). T\riq</' 
imi are opjio.sinp on eonnnuiial pimimls). Sinelv, my friend savs we are 
'•l'f*osirip on emnmnrial pnoimds. But. Sn, vve h.ive heen f.ueed* t.» ,|o it. 
f'or the last ten years the.v aie e\i it inp^ oomimnial pa.ssion amoriL- the 
»'’*’Mde of Bmipal m a vva.v llo‘ Hindus .,nd the Muslims eanimt live tomdh. r 
the same lomilitv and pla.e. Alllmiipdi it is onr intmitioii and it ‘is tim 
|»'<‘‘iition of the pe.rple m penmal lhal we Hindus .nid Muslims should eonm 
"p-ether and. unite, tlie piisent tioveiinnent will nev»*r allow it ami they 
jjant to sep'rep-afe us hy this Act; ralh-r thev are mieourapnnpr t<mlay M.e 
J'hht l»etvveen the Hindus and the Miislniis (hat is pminp^ on hv their own 
or inaetmns as the <as,. may he. So whether we like it or not this 

government do not like that the Hindus anti the Muslims should live 

together. They want that every land should be either nakisfafiiMerl nr 
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hinduslaniKed; they Lave already divided us with their i)olicy, with i. 
hitler policy, u hitter i>ill wliieh tlie\ are f^oiiijr to swallow to-day in return 
for that {)oIiey. Tfiey have divided us in niaiiy ways and they now w^ant t » 
divide Heri^Ml ai^o into a Hindu lleii^nil and a Muslim llen^^al. To-da. 
under the ^’■arh of this Hill they want to take away those lands that an 
now hein^j;' possessed l»y the Hindus hy sheer force of law wliieh they an 
^oin^^ to eiiael lo-da,\ . So I say lhal this is a very ilan^erons Act. AiiotloM 
thin^^. Even it this Act were passeil into law 1 warn you and your (loverii- 
rneiil that tile f»eo|»le will no! hderale it. People will rails round an I 
disohey \oui‘ laws; tliey will have to letoil; tlH*\ vnll refuse* to he ruled h\ 
the* curious land laws that sou are* <‘re‘at to-ila,\. The* law’ that \<"> 
want to e‘nael te)-da\ is a e*oiiimunal law, laws hy whieh >e>u w'ant 
stn*ri^the*n \(Mn‘ J>ail\ with ulte*rieu nie)li\e*s. And the* law that \ou iia\*‘ 
take'll in hand now is a nicest d.m^o'ious law and I warn \ou that you sheuihl 
not proee*ed in such a lashion. II \ on on. re*allN \em will invite inoic 
trouhle*s, nieue* dali^^eis which nohod\ woiihl like* to have*. 1 hi*Iieve. Tin* 
Minister and his party want a sove*rei;»n He*noal, Ke*allv does he* me'an 
husinc*sH hy introclueiny this c-onintunal Hill in this House* tec-day while in 
the same hreaih he* sa.vs that he* de*sires a sovc'reio-n Hen^fal, 

tliis the sample of sove*re‘ion He*n^aly If this he the* sample cif 
sovere'i^’n He'nj.ral they ne*e*ci nc*ve‘i imaciim* that they will c'ver o-e( jinx 

support from this side* ecf the* House* or irom the* jceople* in cicneral 
Sure'ly the* peo]de in ^enc*ial are* nect c'ccmmunal-minded. (Mr. Mo. Tm riei 
Tlo'y are* not; only the* ze*niinclars and the* opposition are*) Ye*s, snre*l\ 

theme eaipilalists and c-ccinmuna lisU wlio h.ixe* come* from outside Hc*nj^al with 
larj;e* sums of money ami want to ha\e' lands and huste*(*s purc liasc*d in Cal- 
euitta and want to have pccwc*i and position in Hc*n<^al. The honoui-ahle 
me‘mhe*r who inlerru|ited me* aspneel to ha\c* a position in the ( 'oi porat ion 
and it v\as r(*fus(*d onlv \e'steicla\ 1 was pointing out that the* ]ce*op1e* will 
not t(de*rat(' the* pe'rsons who want tec mh* h\ this sort ot laws to-day. 

Pe*o]de have* learnt man\ thin;is h\ e\ pc-ric'iiee* and the\ kmcw how to 
r(*volt a^’’ainsl the* pre*sc*nt t i(cve*rnni<*nt. The*\ ha\e* n*voltc*d and the*\ ha\c‘ 
almost sueee*c*dc*d in driving out the* mi^‘ht\ Hritish i mpc’i i.ilism from India 
They will not tail tei dc» so in Ih'iif^-al also and (o diive awa\ the* re‘ae(ionai\ 
anel anti-nationalist e*le*me*nls treem this land in no time*. 'I'his Hill, as 1 
have pedufe'd out, r(*ally dec(*s not me‘an any husinc*ss e*.\ec*]d to e?c*ate' dis- 

ruption amon^’ the* people* of Hc'iijral. In the* *’|mhlie jcuipose” in suh- 
ehiuse (•/) of e’lause '2 ed the* Hill it has he'e*!! me*ntione*d that the* lands m.i\ 
he se*tlle*d with an\ pe*rson. The*rc* an* thre*e‘ c*lasse*s of ])e*rs(cns irn'iitioiied 
(1) those* pe'rsons wloc have* suflere'd from riots; {' 2 ) Har^’-adais and (3) (thi-* 
is the* most danye*rous as has hec'ii pccintc'd out hv np\ frie'iid Mr. 'raufiip 
that the* ( io\e*rnmc*nt want tec settle the* lands with the capitalists to c'liahh 
tdiem io e*arn more* m‘mc*\ hy takinir away otheTs lands ay^ainst thc*ii will and 
^ivin^' ihe*m tec the* capitalists to e*nahle* tlie'm to ('arr\ on lari;e‘-s< ale* farm- 
ing: hv tile* use of pcc\\ei-clri\e*n nie*ehanieal appliance's. Sir, if you yo ch'cp 
intcc the provisions of this Hill Mcn will timl that not waste* lands alone hut 
various lands ma\ he alle*e*le*d h\ the* ide*tinit ion of “waste* land” ^iven i i 
this Hill. 

Mfe PRESIDENT: Order, Order, Mr. Nahar, how’ lon^ will \ou take to 
finish 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Ahout 10 minutes mecre, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that ease let us stop here fecr the da> ; the time* 
in up. 

The llecuse stands adjecjurne*d till l-»‘i0 p.ni. io-morrow’. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, Ist May, 1047. 



1947 .] 


MEMBERS ABSENT. 

Members absent. 


671 


The followiiif? iiienihers wore uhsoni fnun the luootinir 
hold on the 'lOtli April, J947 : — 

(I) Mr. Sultanuddiii Ahinod, 

(L») Khan Bnhadur S\od Ahdur Rashid (Miuwdhur\, 
(d) Mr. Ahdul ITaniid ( 'how dhiirx , 

(•1) Mr. \ UMil Ali (di(»\vdhur\ , 

(d) Mr. Kaniini Kumar l)u(la, 

(h) Khan Bahadur Shoikh h'aznl Kllahi, 

(7) The ll<nri)lo Mr. Ahdiil (udian, 

(S) Mr. Mnn^'lnram .Iaii)nria, 

/9) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Maliannnod Jan, 

(10) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kahir. 

(11) Mr. Tarak Nath Mukluu'joa, 

(Ik*) I)r. Kumud Sankar Ba\. and 
(Id) Mi a hdulla-al-Mahinud. 


of (he rounoil 


WBGP.4af9-1059A.750 
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(3) Seedi or «o}d #t 

- MdB. 

Distributed free 

2,328 

Distributed as agricultural loan 

3,2h 

Sold at cheap rate 

7.619 

(4) Rice and aUa sold at cheap i||te— 

Mda. srs. 

Rice at cheap rate 

37.696 32 

Rice at controlled rate 

. . 36,009 28 

AUa at controlled rate 

22 0 

45) TubO'Welts sunk 

302 

Tube-wells repaired 

215 

(0) Medicines distributed— 

Mepacrine 

. . 2.224,000 tablets. 

Quinine 

99 lb. 

Halozen 

. . 400,000 tablets. 

Cholera vaccine 

412,032 ampoules. 

(7) Other accessory medicine and food distributee! — 

Bleaching powder . . ^ 

8,668 lb. 

Burley 

. . 181 tins 

(4,525 lb.) 

Milk powtler 

. . 15 tonb 

(1,784 lb.) 

(8) Pursons inoculated 

495,129 

(9) Tanks disinfected 

2,486 

( 10) Cattle inoculated 

21,225 

(11) Cloth, etc., distributed — 

Pieces. 

Lungi* 

10,828 

Thami* 

10,000 

Saria 

12,678 

Dhutis 

7.814 

Qatncha* 

1.119 

Kwrta» 

3,015 

Panjabi* 

4,476 

Frocks 

6,000 

Blankets 

14.743 

Shorts 

10.468 

MaU 

1.953 

(12) House<building materials distributed— 

Tons. 

0. 1, sheets (at controlled rate) 

447 

Jute twine (free) 

89i 

(13) Grants and k>an« given— 

Rs. 

House-building grants . . 

78,000 

Agrieultuiml loan 

2,82,000 

Cattle purohaae loan 

1,66,000 

Houee-bujlding loan 

..4 1,88^ 



, QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. ' mi" 

liri lALIT CBAIIORA DAS: IWTill the S<JilliIe Uini«% plekse 
explain *why this answer has beeu pven teu months after? 

Mr* ABDUL RASHID: That 1 can't say. 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Does the Purliaiiientary Secretary not 
realise that the interest ot the question goes away if answers are delayed 
long in this way? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Government require sufficient time to oollecf^t 
all the details and hence delays are apt to otTur. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When was this question admitted y 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Speaking offhand mid though 1 am not^ 
quite sure, perhaps in September, 194G. 

Mr. BISWANATH ROY: Sir, may I make a submission in this con- 
nection? When a question is admitted and printed there is a certain uum- 
lier given to it and if the uumher ot that question is quoted in the actual 
uiiswei.it will be easy for the members to bdlow it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that tlie practi(*e in the other House? 

Mr. BISWANTH ROY: •! am not sure, Sir. lu the list of admitted ^ 
(jU(‘Stieiis there is a certain number given, e.g., No. 4() ot 1IM7, and if 
ilu'se ver.\ numbers are (pioted at the time ot answering them ‘then we \uiul(l ^ 
know which questions are being answered, as we preserve copies of oul^ 
(pie^tions fur our own guidanee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, the matter will be examined. 

Establishment of field laboratories in the district of Bengal. 

113. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister in 
( harge ot the Department of Agrii ulture, Foiests and Fishei ich be ])jea.sed to 
-late— 

(fii if the Government have a scheme to establi.sh field laboratories in the 
di.stricts of Bengal for analysis ot soil and to suggest the nature 
ami quantity ot mamiie requireil for a ])articulur soil to grow a 
particular cnqi for the benefit of the cultivators ami to popularise 
improved agriculture; 

{h \ if so, what .steps the Government have taken to implement the above 
scheme ; and 
(c) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisherias): 

((ti A comprehensive scheme for the Sidl Survey of Bengal has been drawn 
up and will shortly be im piemen ted. Ihily when the survey is completed it 
"ill be possible to decide whether establishment of field laboratories will 
he necessary. Field experiments wdll then be designeil to give correct 
advice to tlie cultivators in different parts of the Province. 

(6) Doea not arise. 

(c) The member is referred to the answer to question (a) above. 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I ask the Htm'ble Minister to tell 
us when the ct>mprehensive scheme of tne soil survey of Bengal was drawn 

up ? . 

Mr. AIOUL RASHID (f*r th* Hrni'bl* Mr. AkmMl HOMin): I do not ^ 

know the actual date. 
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. Mk, LALIT CHMORA DAS:.!* the intention' of the Oovemment to ] 
into oj^rartion the s<%enie? ^ 


Mr. AiOUL RA8HI0S Yes, it would be put into operation — it will 
shortly implemented. 

^ ,Mr, LALIT CHANDRi^ DAS: Can the Hon’ble Minister give us 
^ipproximhte time? 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I cannot give you any target date. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want an approximate date — whethei 
would be two months or one month? We want to have a definite time. 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID: tSir, I cannot give any definite time. 

Mr. RIREN ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that soil sur 
experiment is already being carried on in the South Suburban Munici 
area through the agency of Government? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: May be. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: How is it that although the soil survey experiin 
is going on in the South Suburban Municipality the Hou’ble Minister 
not aware of it and a lot of money has already been spent on it. May 1 
if the Government is aware of this or not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: It is not necessary. 


Tha Kumar Basanta Kumar Agricultural Institute at Rajshahi. 

114. Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: {a) Will the Hon 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fishe] 
be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that there is an Aj 
cultural ('ollege at Hajshahi known as “The Kumar Basanta Kumar A\ 
cultural Institute” which is being maintained with the sole donation 
R8.4i lakhs made by the late Kumar Basanta Kumar Ray of Dighaiiatia 

(h) If so, are the Government willing to provincialise it and place it 
a sound footing after making alterations or additions in the syllabus 
necessary P 

(c) If not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Pariiamentiry SccrcUry (on behalf of Minis 
in ohirgo of tho Dopartmont of Agriculture, Foroot and Fithorios): 

Yes. 

(b) Government propose to fonuulate a scheme for converting the in 
tute into a school under direct Government management for the train 
of Agricultural demonstrators. 

(c) Does not arise. ‘ 

Mr. PRESIDENT:. Questions over. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, there are postponed questions and 
Honl)le Minister, Civil Supplies, is willing to answer them. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, there is another question, No. 
postponed on which the Hon*ble Minister promised to make a statement 

Mr. PRESIDENT:^ The Council Department is not aware that 
Hoa'ble Minister would be hm today. When was that question postpom 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Question No. 32 was postpoi 
on the 7th February last. It was partly answered ana 
held over and it was mentioned that the Hon*ble Minister in 
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would a statemaiit by the end of dfe session. We do not knoir %lrea 
he sesdoB wonld be ending out may we know whether he will’iniwe thH 
tatement today P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes I remember the fact but I do not remember the 
[uestion number. The Honlble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies Depart- 
nent promised to . make a statement before the end of the session. ^ 

The Hoil*ble Mr. MUHAMMEO ALl. The session is not at an end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. But it is expected that the reply should be given 
nithin a reasonable time. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRANs I will make a statement very 
icon. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Sir, I have got au adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One minute Mr. Mazumdar. I l^ve received notice 
of an adjournment in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar which runs thus : 
“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government of Bengal 
to take eftective measures for the stoppage of desecration of temples reported 
to be systematically carried out in Kurigram subdivision. Xow, the report 
or the cutting from the Arnrita B(uar PatriJca which you have submitted is 
dated the 26th April but when was it published in the /imrita Bazar 
PatriW ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It was published most likely yesterday 
or day before yesterday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must be dettuite. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My attention was drawn to it yesterday 
afternoon — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, it is immaterial when your atten- 
tion was drawn to it.' The question is that the notice must be put at the 
earliest opportunity. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is a technical term and under the 
shelter of that technicality — specially when I was not really’ aware, as soon 
i's I was aware of the fact, I have brought it to your notice, — you, as the 
cusWian of our privileges and rights, should not rule this out. It is ^ 
privilege of the Upposition to bring it to the notice of the House any 
important and urgent piece of information — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is an urgent matter no doubt but 
f could only be proved if yoti did bring the matter to the notice 

^f the President at the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes. Kir, I have done that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, my attention was-- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When your attention was drawn is immaterial. 
Ihere are de€nite precedents on this point that the attention of the ques- 
^oner is immaterial. I want to know when was it published in the Patrika^ 
»'ill you give me the date? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On the 29th and this is quite recent* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me »ee it. 
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' (Mr. ,Haridas 
Preside^ * 

Are (Government in a position to make a statement? Have they got an 
inf^wmation on this matter? 

Tha Han’bta Mr. M0HA1I|MED ALI: Xo, Sir I would also object t 
the admission — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No question of admission now. I am going to con 
sider that question. I am just asking you whether you are in a position i 
make a statement on this question. Are you prepared to make a state 
ment? 

c The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we do not want to tak 
slielter under the technical defect of this question. We shall certainly 
'♦nquire info the matter and make a statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that view of the matter, Mr. Mazumdar, do yoi 
propose to press your motion? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, that finishes the matter here. About the nex 
-item, namely, the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, I understand 
that Mr. Nahar was in possession of the House yesterday. Yes, Mr. Nahar 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1S47. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, us I was pointing out yesterday 
this Bill is an extremely communal Bill which has been brought here. ] 
gave certain examples yesterday and I am giving some moie examples froii 
the Bill today to show that the Bill has been haj)hazurdly drafted. In tin 
definition of '‘public ]mrpose” it has been mentioned that “in order i< 
enable such person or persons to carry on large scale farming on a co-oper.i 
live basis or otherwise by the use of power-driven mecdianical applicances.’ 
Sir, here the (Government seems to take away lands, supjHvsed to be wastt 
lands from one party and wants to give it • to some other party who havt 
enough money to utilise for their own purpose, to cultivate the lands witl 
ower-driven ojqdiances, so that there may be more cultivation. (Jf coui"' 
y this the lands will be improved but the previous owners will not be [irc 
p'erly compensated and the new purchasers will be earning heavy gums o\ii 
rrf the lands. Sir, many new companies are now being floated and main 
flrm,s w’ith modern appliances, etc., are trying to have their own cultivation 
their own farming, etc., and they are paying good sums of money, or propc: 
compensation as has been prescribed in the Ijand Acquisition Act to tin 
owners of the laud from whom they are acquiring. But the (foverninen 
here intends not to give proper compensation to the owners of such lainl 
whereon they propose to allow lurg^-scale farming on a co-operative ba>i 
and at the same time they want to provide the would-be owners of tho^ 
farms, of those co-operatives or something like that with a large area of Ian* 
that is proposed to he acquired for nothing practically, without payin- 
reuHonahle compen.Hation. Sir, this is another way of snatching away' lantL 
snatchi|yg away properties of one ])arty and handing them over to certaii 
other parties whom the Government wants to favour at any cost. Thev 
W'ill not hear (»ther people’s point of view unless they can dance attendaiu t 
on the Ministers and their henchmen; unless they are in the good books "I 
this ministry they will Itirn a deaf ear to any of their pray'ers, howevti 
reasonable they might fie. Next we find, 8ir, that the ministry wants f*’ 
provide the l>etty cultivators, hufgndori, landless labourers, etc., witl^ 
holdings of economic size. But the Bill has not been drafted as such au-l 
ti has never been mentioned that they want to give homestead land to tl*^^ 
poor peopli^of the very some place. Perhaps it might ^ the 


Muzumdar then liinded over 'the paper to the Hon’bl 

♦ 
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the Go^frnment to transfer one set of poi?flons who may be landless labonrert, 
hargaMf^i or petty cnltivatous and to provide these people wjiiogi they hays 
marked out, they would take away lands belonging to otter persons and will 
give them to such a set of persons whom they have in view and who may 
he outsiders, newcomers in those places where they will be settled. It ought 
to have been clearly stated in the Bill, if at all Government were series 
about it or if Government meant business, that they intend providing lands 
for persons of the same locality, for those ptu'sons who have no hom6*Btea4|i 
of their own in the locality where tliey are working at present, where tl^ey 
are i)etty labourers, or hargadan or something like that. But it has 
been j)rovided as such. Therefore, Sir, we thiuk that there is some motivn 
l>etiind the minds of the (Tovernment and they have not expressed clearly 
what their intention is. They merely say that they may give it to sucL 
and such persons as they think best. Therefore, Sir, we are suspicious o» 
the Government and we do not like that such a Bill should he passed into 
an Act. Xext, Sir, they want to hand over such lands, as mentioned in thf 
portion following the definition of '"public purpose’', to such other persons 
who have been demobilised or rather discharged from military service or 
supposed to have been doomed by natural causes or circumstances such as 
disturbances of the public transquillity and so on and so forth. Sir, here too 
it is a very dangerous thing. Sir, we had been systematically opposing 
importation of people from othei places but the Government is bent upon 
bringing one set of persons from one place or from some districts and 
putting them in a different place, in different districts w'here they would be 
absolutely newcomers. Sir, a man who has been discharged froin military 
.service seems to me to be quite fit to w’ork in some other place or he might 
he absorbed, if the Government so pleases, if the Government wants to 
favour them, in some other posts and jobs. They will be quite fit to do 
their new duties as they were in the military service but that is not to be 
and Government wants to provide them with lands. To aggravate our doubts 
they have not mentioned how much they will be given whether one acre, 
two acres or hundred acres. It in also funny that the Government has not 
mentioned if Ihey are going to (barge them anything f(»r providing them 
With lands. Whether Government i.s willing to provide these* lands free, 
or whether they want to charge them any money for the lands;— -that has 
n«'t Ihhmi mentioned in any section of the Bill*. Government merely say 
tint they want to resettle those lands with certain persons. So 1 say that 
tin* Bill has been drafted ver>' haphazardly; the mind of the Government has 
nowhere been disclosed; it has nowhere been mentioned that at the time of 
settling these lands they w*ill charge them the same amount or will make 
a bluek market of the lands they are going to acquire and distribute to those 
men, or whether they will charge ftouhle, treble or 1()0 times the value 
of the land on those men or on eqmpanies which will carry on farming on 
those lands on a eo-operative basis or on those who have returnee! from 
military service, and so forth. What amount** they will be (charged and 
how they will be charged—is nowhere mentioned. It has been only men- 
tioned that the Government will acqiflre certain lands, I mean wasteland*. 

The next thing is the definition of waste land; this also has been hapha- 
zardly drafted. It is not clearly uuderstcKwl what lands ''ome under the 
category of waste land. Tlie Collector has been given full pow'er to make 
of his own explanation of the definitions and other things, and at the 
same time the definition is not clear. In the definition we find that waste 
land means any land which has been lying fallow, uncultivated since the 
^Ist January, 1947. This I consider to be a hoodwink. Why has this date 
»een put in!^ The 'list* January, 1947? That means (hat they want to 
take the people by surprise. Sir, this Bill was iutrodu<*ed long after the 
^l^st January, 194*, and the public or poor people who have lands or the 
owners of the lands did not know whafHhe fate of their lands was going to 
This date, namely, Jlst January is really dangerous. It should have 
*>«en^ as we think, some date ^af ter the passing of this Bill, so that the 
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W«at»iir owasiw m lAe lands might h4Te got an'opportimitv of having them 
%»fltijated. Betides^ ttere might have been other difficulties that had stood 
in w way of cultivation, "namely, irrigation and other difficulties. The 
G^emment howevOT do not propose to meet those difficulties, to help* the 
^ mean the owners of the lands in quelling (removing) those diffi- 
culties, so that those lands migjj^t be made fertile, but at the same time they 
w "take those lands away and put in newcomers and that also without 
iremtivinff those difficulties. In this Bill nowhere has it been provided that 
taking those lands Government will take steps to do awav with those 
^mculties. If they are really waste, uncultivable lands, whv did they not 
m anything to render them cultivable? If they really did make any 
attempts then I am sure the present owners of those lands would have put 
W cultivation on those lands, and Government would have earned their 
gratitude for helping them to be able to cultivate their fallow lands. 

' With these words I oppose the consideration of the Bill. 

Mfi NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to support the motion for the considera- 
tion of this very in^ortant Bill. Sir, of all the measures that have been 
brought before this House I think this small piece of legislation is the most 
important and useful. I am very sorry to say that a communal colouring 
has been given to such a beneficent Bill which is calculated to do immense 
good to the masses of Bengal. 

Wft PRESIDENT: Honble members should not move about in this 
way. 


Mr, NUR AHMED: It is very unfortunate but we think that there is 
nothing in this Bill which is communal. From a perusal of the Bill I do 
not find any word which can be interpreted as leading to communalism. 
gir, It 18 a known fact that Bengal is deficit in its food production. The 

Royal Commission on Agriculture and all 
other bodies, even the Agricultuial Adviser to the Government of India, 
emphasised year after year that Bengal must be warned and must be pre- 
pared to face famine unless it increases its food production to its maximum. 
Xhe late lamented Sir Aeixul Haque in his book “Man behind the plough’^ 
explained the position. He produced statistics from Government reports 
on crops to show that Bengal is not self-sufficient in food production and 
1 R L * Bengal is deficit in its food production to the extent of 

16 to 20 lakhs tons of rice. It is admitted that before the war Bengal used 
to export rice from 10 to 15 lakhs maunds. All these Commissions, especially 
the Famine Enquiry Commission, have emphasised that production should 
be increased in Bengal. The Government of India also have drawn up a 
Rve-year scheme regarding grow more food and asked all the Provincial 
Governments to give effect to this plan. Owing to that if the Government 
Of ^engal want land for more production, is there anything communality 
connection it has been said that the Government’s intention 
IS ^at they want this land for settling the Behari refugees. These unfor- 
® been dnven away by the Hindu goondas of Behar 

their hearth anrf home by inhuman oppression, 

^ question of humanity. These people who were inhabit- 
H They were driven by the 

children, women mercilessly murdered and 
aMuctef That 18 why they rushed to the neighbouring province of Bengal 
i^t dt nf .^yemment to see thli thes^ LX do 

^ is communal? Suppose tie ^ple 

Hindua— what would you have said So I do 

t^mmunal in it. The BiU says that those lands which 

^ acquir- 
ed under the provisions of the Act. There is other exemption such aslanda 
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for cul^fiitioii of tea. Oi^e <]uestion I would ask ibjr "^frienda %>oftita and 
it is this4 Is not Government justified to take away ihe lan^ i|| wkiok 
ovmers not cultivated any crop for 5 years It is a known fact 
Bengal is densely populated and its population is increasing at thit^ M 
10 lakhs a year. Sir Asisui Haque when he calculated the pop^^jioau 
BengaPs population then was 5 crores but according to the last census k w 
6 crores on more. So it is a very serious problem for any Oov^nment 
whether this Government or any Congress Government to feed this hqge 
population properly, or how to increase the food production. In order to 
save the people from starvation great efforts are necessarj’. We all remefh- 
ber the famine of 1943 when thousands and thousands died of starvati^n,^ 
It is a great problem and no Government having a grain of responsibility 
will underestimate the task. So, actuated by the best intention this Gov- 
ernment has come forward to ask for necessarj* power to acquire these lands?^ 
There are constant erosion and so afforestation is necessary in specially 
deforested parts. Government wants to settle these lands with the landless 
labourers. It has been calculated that 29th per cent, of the agriculturists 
are landless labourers. After the great famine of 1943, their number has 
increased considerably and their distress is all the more acute owing to the 
high prices of the (lifferent food articles. They are struggling hard for 
their living. I ask my Congress Iriends and nationalist friends who belong 
to the great organisatiem, w'ho take pride to stand for the |)(M>r masses, whose 
aim is to help the poor people of India, why they are opposing this Bill. I 
am sorry to say, I am compelled to say that my nationalist friends follow 
two policies. In their own Congress-administered provinces they follow a 
policy which is diametrically Opposite to the policy they follow m the pro- 
vinces where they are not in power. By this policy they have driven the 
Muslims from the Congress and they are about to drive the Scheduled Castes 
also. Sir, similar Bills have been passed in Madras and United Provinces 
where the Congress is in power. But here it is dubbed as communal. Sir, 

I do not find anything communal in this. I think the only question that 
can be raised in the House should be as regards compensation. Sir, I am 
one of those who are of the opinion that the comj>ensation should be reason- 
able and just. I ask my nationalist friends and nationalist parties to 
consider what will be the fate of millions of Bengalees if Government siU 
idle and does not do anything when the price of rice even now is abnormally 
high, beyond the purchasing power of the poor people who are suffering 
for such reasons. Reports show that a good lot of lands are lying fallow, 
are not cultivated, are full of jungles and are lying vacant and that if they 
are properly improved more food crops can be grown to the relief of millions 
of jpeople. I ask my nationalist friends to consider very deeply the impli- 
cations of this measure and the circumstances under which Government are 
proposing to take such power and then to oppose the measure if they are not 
convinced of the Government’s bona fides, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs On a point of information, Sir. Mv 
friend is addressing the ‘^nationalist friend8’\ Nationalist friends of whicn 
nation, Muslim Nation or Hindu Nation, I cannot follow. 

Mr. NUR AHMED 8 Sir, in sub-clause (4) of clause 2 of the Bill 
“public purpose” has been defined. The first is afforestation and the second 
is irrigation or drainage schemes. This is a very important and vital 
question fewr Bengal. Sir, vast areas of land which were onc^ fertile used 
to produce, paddy but they are now lying vacant. It has been recorded by 
experts like *Wifliam Cock that Bengal during the Hindu rule and Moghul 
rule had a variety of sources of irrigation, irrigation by overflow rain and 
river water. Canals were cut thioughout Bengal and water passing through 
those canals used to be taken to the fields to feed the crops but due to 
great confusion and disturbance when the Mahrattas attacked Ben^ and 
the fall of the Moghul Emidre this system of irrigation stopped. Now 



[isT May. 


m WAST? UND acquisition biul. 

they erred to as dymjf rivers; it is a pity. They were once a veiy 

important irrigation system. Now if the Government takes the barren land, 
lying fallow and vacant with a view to bring them under cultivation or to 
make the best use of thenf for other public pulses Government cannot he 
said to be committing any wrong in the eye of iSlyone. The third provision 
is* the establishment of model villages. I am afraid many members of the 
Opposition have not quite appreciated the effect of this item in the Bi)!. 
Sir, one of the important items of agricultural planning is the estffblishmeut 
of model villages. Model villages are necessary not only for cultivation or 
for food proflucts but for many other respects. The insanita^^ condition in 
Bengal villages is well known and model villages are required to demonstrate 
to the people how a village should be improved both from the sanitary and 
health jioints of view and also for production and how it should be made 
•elf-sufficient. So, if after a century of neglect of this very important 
question Government have now come forward to establish model villages 
aud want to a(‘quire waste lands for the purpose, I again put the question, 
Sir, is it a crime on the part of Government to take lands for that purpose!^ 
Model villages are necessary. It has been recommended by many experts 
who are aware of the present insanitary condition in our villages. Govern- 
ment will settle lands only w'ith persons who have been displaced by natural 
causes or have retired from military service, etc. During the Great War 
No, II, large numbers of people were recruited as members of the military 
personnel or as labourers or as other workers and after the termination of 
the war they have lost their jobs, and are in a pitiable condition, seeking 
employment from door to door. Under the directions of the Government 
of India every Government, the Punjab, the Central Provinces and the 
United Provinces and even the'Madras Government have prepared plans for 
rehabilitation colonisation of ex-.sen’icemen on a co-operative basis, or 
otherwise. If this Government also wants to settle lands on a co-operative 
basis I again ask — what is the crime on the part of this Government? There 
is another item — namely, in order to enable such persons to carry on large 
scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise by the^ use of power driven 
mechanical appliances — this raises a very important question. Sir, Kussia 
has made very great agri(‘ultural improvements in this agricultural methods. 
There is the system of collective co-operative farming there and Governmeut 
also help the proces.s. Nowadays tlie price of tractors are high and moreover 
ordinary ciiltivutorH do not know how to u.se them and it is ahso beyond their 
power and means to purchase them. Moreover, technical knowledge i'' 
necessary to use them. So in Kussia we find that Government supply 
tractors to all these farms, which are quite a feasible process. They supply 
tractors to a collection of farms for a certain number of days aud a certain 
portion of the produce is made over to Government in lieu of the hire of the 
tractm-s. Sir, if Government want to make an experiment on these lines, 
that is agricultural farming on co-operative basis, can there he any objec- 
tion? With the.se few words I support the motion for. consideration of this 

Bill. 

Mr. NACENORA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Sir. I beg to oppose the 
consideration of the Bill. It is a reactionary and mischievous Bill — a .Bill 
conceived out of grudge against a community for the benefit of another 
community (or political piirpo.ses and not for economic purposes. This 
Bill if considered from the beginning to end will appear that it was intended 
for the special p’tirjio.se of expropriating lands of one community — the 
minority community — for the benefit of another community in this province. 
Lands may be acquired foi;^public purposes. Thei'e is laws for the acquisi- 
tion of land for public purposes, and for public purposes land is liable to 
be acquired. In every civilised country comi>ensation is paid for such 
acquisition and compensation is paid not on the principle adopted in this 
BiU but on market value of the land. In this Bill a nominal compemntion 
i$ proposed or, in other words, practically they are going to take the lands 
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of onf coniiiauiirfy for almost nothing. Hs.o or JKs.lO, or ev^ 

acre is absurd. It is absurd to offer that price for any land if 
that can be used, as suggested for collective farming or for the purpose of 
settling people who are out^of emplojinent. If that has any value it that 
land can produce anythiu^yortli money; I submit that Rs.lo per acre is 
certainly no value foiMt. As I said and as mv frieml who has just .sat down 
indicattKl it was intended to distribute this land amongst certain refugees 
from a neighbouring province who have come to this province owing to 
certain disturbances there. We know who are those refugees, we know 
that those refugees are all requested by the neighbouring province to go 
hack and settle in their own villages in Behar and attempts are being nmde 
})V the neighbouring Provincial (government for rehabilitation and that 
(lovernment are sparing no money and effort to have them back and it is 
not known then why the benevolent Muslim lanigue (rovernment of Bengal 
want them here aiuf do not want them to go hark. They cannot find lands 
from their own community and tliey know that they can snatoh*away lands 
of the minority community because they have the power to wrest away the 
lands from the minority community and play drake and duck with them. 
That is a policy, Sir, which can never be adopted by any civilised (lovern- 
inent in the world. This is a piece of legislation which on the face of it is 
meant for the exploitation of one community for the benefit of another. 1 
do not think. Sir, that any honourable member wlio has got the pul>lic good 
in his heart, who has got the slightest idea of responsibility for democracy 
can vote for a measure like this. There ought not to be any leirislation 
wiiicli w*ill take away the lands from the people which the.\ have kept for 
their own use. They have invented a new' meaning of “public purpose” 
for the first time in tliis piece of legislation. If my honourable friends will 
look into the Land Acquisition Act, they wdll fin^l that publit' pnrnose has 
not been defined in that Act save and except that miblie punH)se has been 
mentioned to mean starting of model villages if any local (lovcrnment would 
think it necessary to do so by issuing' a notification in tin* (Jazette. Because 
]nil)lic purpose is wellknown and it does not require any definition but 
certainly sub-clause {cf) and its sub-clauses cannot p()ssi}»|y by any stretch 
of imagination be brought within the definition of public purpose. I'bere- 
lore a new meaning of public purpose is being given for the purpose of this 
sjiecia] leg'islation. 1 submit. Sir, that one w<mld have lieen able to appre- 
ciate the conduct of tliis (invernment if they wo\ild have come forward in 
a straight forw'ard manner and say they wante<l to take steps to take lands 
for the purpose ot settling their own eo-religionists who have come from 
Bihar. We could have .svinpatliy for a measure like that but certainly the 
(Government cannot possibly be allowed to go aw'a\ with the idem that in 
this (Council there are so many fools as they cannot umlerstund or that they 
cannot realise or that they cannot appreciate the (ioyernment’s motive, the 
pretect of certain public acts mentioned in the beginning — the purpose of 
afforestation of land, carrying out of irrigation or drainage scbeines or the 
provision of sites for the setting up of model villages. All this camouflage 
i-* introduced with a view to conceal, the real intention ot this piece of legis- 
lation and I submit this is a fraud, a huge fraud, an attempted fraud on the 
legislators. There was absolutely no necessity for including these pretexts 
in the Bill if their real intention was to lake away these lands from one 
community and parcel them out for the purpose of rehabilitating certain 
refugees from Bihar. 

Then, Kir, another object (hat is also sought to he put forward as excuse 
i;^ that the acquisition of waste lands is for the provision of livelihood of 
those who have been discharged from military service. Now, we have had 
another great war, large number of people were discharged from military 
service and Oovemment had accommodated them and had found employment 
for them and they found lands for them for their cultivation, but never 
before was it ever contemplated tliat the lands of tl^ people should be 
confiscated for the purpose of affording convenient means of livelihood for 
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^military men. This Government have absolutely no idea, f^can dtiire say, 
for providing any means of livelihood for the discharged military men. 
Under cover of these clauses they are going to acquire land with a view to 
give them to their co-religionists and tneir brothers in faith and not for any 
real economic purpose, economic object, but obviously for a political purpose 
for securing or rather for increasing their percentage of population. 
Unfortunately in this country^ now -a^ays the question of percentage of 
population has become very material ana therefore, having got the power, 
’»^thi8 party government, this communal government, this League Govern- 
ment, are now usurping that power, abusing that power for achieving their 
nefarious political ends. The real and tlie substantial point for bringing 
up this Bill is, as everybody knows, though it is not frankly and clearly 
stated, is the provision of a means of livelihood for those who due to disturb- 
ances of the public tranquillity have become homeless or landless. Now, 
Sir, natural calamity has also been added as another cause for which this 
Bill proposes to acquire lands for provision for those who have been rendered 
homeless or penniless or landless owdng to natural causes. Sir, from the 
creation of the human species people have been 'affected, seriously affected 
sometimes; they have become homeless and penniless and landless owing 
to natural causes. It is the case almost every year that in one part of India 
or another hundreds and thousands of people find themselves in that difficult 
position. It is not unfortunately the case in India alone but in every other 
country, Europe or America, natural visitations cause immense distress to 
the people but never before any civilized government in any part of the 
world ever thought of confiscating the land of one community for the means 
of livelihood for another community. I therefore submit that all these 
causes, the provision of sites or making the provision of livelihood for 
military c.r-servicemen or for those who find themselves in a difficult situa- 
tion owing to natural causes, all these causes are merely an eyewash, a 
hypocrisVi false objects deliberately put forward to mislead the legislatures. 
Then, Sir, the next item that is provided in the Bill as an object is defined 
under “public purpose”, namely provision or intended provision for the 
harffod/ir.i and the landless labourers. My friend. Mr. Nur Ahmed, has 

i ust shed crocodile tears for these bargodars and landless labourers. They 
Lave been there and have been living by cultivation and they are actually 
having a share of crops from their landlords under whom they hold the 
land. They are there from before the Government thought of providing 
lands for tlie bargadars. They can by a stroke of their pen at once make 
these borgadan raiyats, make them tenants by a simple piece of legislation 
by saying that the borgadurs should be regarded as tenants. They can 
make a provision in the law* by saying that instead of paying a share of 
crops they w^ould have to pav money rents. Thus they can solve the problem 
of oargadats. Till these disturbances which originated in Calcutta in 
August last and which latterly spread to the different parts of this province 
ana other provinces and never ^fore the time when the Government of 
Bengal thought of bringing in refugees from another province did .this 
question of provision for the bargamr$* or the landless labourers became 
necessary. This is really curious. If you want to do a tiling, do that 
thing straightforwardly, frankly and openly, so that one can understand if 
your motives are genuine, homi fide and are really helpful for a public 
purpose. But in order to cover your real intention by verbiage, by a false 
ground, by questionable methods, is more than one can tolerate. I would 
submit that the very object of this legislation it carefully scrutinised itould 
be evident to anybody and perhaps it is known to every one that the idea 
underlying this Sill is not raallv the idea of promoting the public good but 
the idea is to promote comnrtina! interests, to promote the particular political 
interests of a particular party which happens to be in power at the present 
day. I submit, Sir, that no right-minded legislature, no honourable 
member of this House should give any support to this motive which 'is I 
should say most disgraceful. 
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5 1®^, my iono^rable friend , Mr. Amnlyadhone Roy is perhaps not very 
fnuch‘ Wtisned, Sir, with regard to the third purpose, namely, enabling a 
large ecale farming on a co-operative basis, to be carried on, I submit that 
this al»o is another eyewash and a camouflage. So far as I know, in Russia, 
where the first attempts at co-operative farming were made, they had not 
the necessity to acquire land and acquiring land practically without any 
compensation. What they did was to ask the neighbouring landlords to 
agree to have their land, I mean, cultivable lands, cultivatea bv machines 
and then the crop gathered together and divided according to the areas of 
each holder. That is an easy method of trying collective co-operative 
farming and it is not certainly necessary that* their lands should be taken 
away and taken away practically for nothing. Tlierefore, this is also another 
misleading object which the Bill provides for. 

If you examine the other provisions of the Bill you will find throughout 
that there is a persistent and quite clear object, that this shpuld be done 
not by any machinery of the law, not by the method of legal justice but by 
executive fiats. It is to be done practically under the rules to be framed 
under this Bill by the executive (lovernment and therefore we find that any 
officer whom Government may choose for the purpose would have the 
discretion, unfettered discretion to do away with the rights 
of the people. There are provisions which w(mld require consideration by 
experienced judges but the judges are never to he allowed t») meddle witli, 
these things. Persons having even experience of executive work perhaps 
Tftill not be allowed to meddle with these things. They will bring in people 
of their own nominee : they will bring in people whom they consider safe, 
who will do their job without consideration of law and jirstice or fuirplay. 
I submit, Sir, that this is uot the way in which i)eoples land is to be taken 
away and in which peoples lands are to be distributed pell mell among any 
of those whom the particular Government will choose. This is all negation 
of justice, all negation of law and all negation of fuirj)lay. Now these arc 
the main points which I would urge against the consideration of this Bill. 
I would, if you permit me, go into details about the other provisions of the 
Bill but I think it would uot be necessary for me to do so. The alisurdity 
of the provisions of this Bill is apparent to anybody who will care to read 
between the lines. I have had occasion to say that this is absolutely 
unnecessary that if it is for a public purpose the law- is already there — the 
Land Acquisition Act is there — under which you could acquire any land for 
really legitimate public purpose. You cannot he allowed to make out a new 
public purpose in this way. Specially in these difficult times when there 
18 such a bitter communal feeling between the two communities in the pro- 
vince it would be height of folly to take away or intend to take away lands 
of one community for benefiting the other community. That will Irritate 
and not soothe their feeling. That will not serve the purpose, that will not 
bring peace which is so essential at the present times; but that will serve 
the purpose of continuing this unrest in the country. I would ask the 
Hon ble Minister in. charge, I would ask the Government to consider, to 
think over these provisions in cooler moments and not be carried away by 
party feeling and party behest and make a display of bravado and be a 
champion of the Islamic Faith. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, the question may now be put. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, that cannot be, I object to it very 
strongly. .The Bill ia very dangerous : it covers 30 lakhs of acres of land. 
So I trust you will not allow the question to be put at this stage. There are 
many memoers on this side who are anxious to speak... 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But practically all the member of the Opposition 
have spoken. 
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Rai Baliadlir 40CENDRA NATH ROY: No^ Sir, there lire members oi 
this side who want to speak. Nobody from this side has spoken. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This is not an important measure aiu 
heaven will not fall if this Bill is not passed immediately. On the othe: 
huiul, Sir, '10 lakhs of acre of land of a particular community are involves 
in this Bill and we cannot aAow this Bill to go unchallenged. The views 
of the Opposition should be fully heard. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, I would allow one or two more members 
of the Opposition to speak, llai Bahadur. 

Mr. JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, the partisan and reactiouun 
League Majority ot Bengal lia.s had its way. With the help of “brute ' 
majority behind it, it has rushed Bengal Aciiuisition of Waste Land Bill, 
1947, thioiv?h the Bengal Council in spite of vehement opposition of m()^t 
of the non-Jieague members of the House. The Ministry brushed aside the 
reijuest made by us for circulation of the Bill for eliciting ])ubli(r opinion 
therecm. It liad not the patience even to w'ait for a closer examination ot 
the provisions ot the Bill hy the recommitting it to the Select Committee. A 
suggestion was made to ])ostpoiie the consideration of the Bill till Bengal 
was partitioned. In reply to this our ttevenue Alinister said yesterday that 
he visualised one independent state in Bengal. Bengal with its brilliant 
past eould not be subject to be controlled by another outside state, whethei 
British <n‘ Indian, lie believed in the future of Bengal would rest in the 
hands of the people, If I remeiiiher well his Chief Mr. Suhrawardy, oik e 
said “Bengal oelonged to Bengalis and Bengal was indivisihle and all were 
entitled to jiartieijiate in its administration and he h(»pe<l that all section'' 
of the people were determiued to live and work ior making Bengal a glorioii- 
land”. Ijoes it lie in the mouth of those who aie comimmilising the 
services, languages and the cult me ol the province, those who are a])point- 
ing Muslims from the Punjab to the Aimed Ptdiee of Calcutta and supp(»rt- 
ing their aiipointments on the ground of communal ratio, those who want 
Pakistan Army in Bengal, those who are making the Muslim refugees from 
Bihur to suck u(» the moisture which ought to g*o to sustain the cliildren o) 
the province to say that Bengal belongs to Bengalis. In reply to an eu(|uir\ 
made hv meinher (»f this side if it w’us UovernmenCs intention t(> settle non- 
Bengali Muslims, iueludiiig the Bihur Muslim refugees on waste lands in 
Bengal to he acuuired by the (iovernmeiit, our Hou'ble Heveniie Ministei 
said that be could not give an assurance for the simple reason that the popu- 
lation of Bengal did not consist of Bengalis alone. There are other persons 
who formed a part of the population.” For humanitariu reason Govern- 
ment has given them shelter. But if at some time or other Bihar refugees 
become the responsibility of the Government of Bengal, no discretion would 
be made between them and Bengalis in settling land.” Thus the Revenue 
Minister’s definition of Bengal is one who is in Bengal — fortune-hunters 
from Persia and Sind to Muslims recruited from Bihar by Mr. X. M. Khan. 
The definition is not only elastic but also convenient for Pakistan purjJoses. 
We have seen how an organ of Pakistan had said almost immediately after 
the arrival of the Bihar refugees that because they were Muslims in distress 
and because Bengal was under a Muslim League Ministry, they had a claim. 
The most convenient course would thus be to settle them in West Bengal 
on w^aste lands which should be acquired by the Muslim League Goverumeid 
of Bengal for tlie interest of the Bihar refugees at the cost of the miiiorit> 
eoiatnunity. This scheme has lieen prepared with an ulterior motive behind 
the minds of the Government m s^Hinsoring the Bill. Government want 
to settle Muslims to create a majority of Muslims in West Bengal so as to 
frustrate the move for partition taken by the people of Bengal. Their 
object is not to provide for the acquisition for public puri^oses of waste, lands 
in Bengal, but their ultimate object is to provide the Bihar refugee# with 
holdings and also to provide inem with a means of livelihood. If the 
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Reven^il Minister and his party would let their heart on establishing their 
own h^ifeniony over the province, a regime in the chariot-wheels of the 
majority community th<| sinister move is sure to he foiled by the oppressed 
coniinttliity. If their elementary rights are sought to be taken away the 
Hindus cannot be expected to take the challenge lying down. 

We know- that the Bill would be passed and they will brush aside our 
all objection. If it hears some of the criticisms it will hear with disgust. 
The Bill will not at all he modified in the light i>f the amendments or criti- 
cisms of the Opposition and it will emerge from the Council in the form in 
\Ahich it is now being ])reseuted. 

The Revenue Minister may be surprised at the large number of amend- 
ments that have been put forward at the Oppositimi hut he should not charac- 
terise it us u tactic adopted by the Opposition to delay the jmssuge of the Bill. 
They do not seek to impede the progress of the luajority but e^iually they 
cannot permit themselves to be crushed under their weiglit. 

In conclusion, I would suggest the following points for taking into 
( ou*^ideration and with a hope against hope I think that my reiiuest imiy be 
taken into the serious consi<leration. 

(a) The benefit given under this Bill should he confineil to the po(»ple of 
Bengal irrespective of community. 

(It) The grazing grounds and tlic land surrounding tlie homestead of 
the proprietor and owner should be excluded from the operation ot the Act. 

(r) The Civil Courts should not he deprived ol their jurisdiction and they 
should he the tiltiniate judges to decide disputed (picstions. 

nl) III determining the aniguni of eonipensation it should lie done under 
the Indian lanid Aciiuisition Act and not uinler .section of the Bill. 

(c) No special power should he exerciseri by the Colle»*tor fiinltU’ section 
Ih ot the Bill, 

i/» The final apjiellate authority should he vested in Hu* Calcutta High 
Couit, 

{(/) The (iovernment should not deprive the owners ol lainis which are not 
actually waste lands and allow the right of pre«em|)tioy to the original 
owners to make settlement ot such lund.s. 

(A) The waste lands should he settled with the peojile of the same com- 
munity amidst which the land is situated. 

ii) The reasons, such as want of irrigation, drainage and embankment, 
etc., which causes large areas of cultivable waste lands in the, province 
lying fallow, should have been removed by the Government and the Govern- 
ment should have given the chance to the proprietors and the immediate 
owners for /the resumption of the waste land before their expropriation. 
Thus it would serve Ane purpose of object (i) in the Bill. 

(;) Another object of the Government is the setting up of the co-operative 
system of farming and the introduction of mechanised cultivation. The 
Government has a large area of Khus Mahal land. Has ti»e Government 
introduced so far any of these schemes to set an example for the private 
ownera of the land to follow it. 

{I 4 Such a measure can be undertaken in a free country, under a 
National Government, .but the present Government formed by a separate 
electorate, mider the Communal Award, can never be called 

(1) All the ex-eerviceraen and the people who have been displaced from 
t^heir holdings are not cultivators. L^ha of educated middle class peoplo^ 
have been deprived of their livelihood as ex-servicemen. What does the 
Government intend to provide them? 
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(m) The Bill proposes to resume cultivable waste land! or au expropria. 
torr l^is^ which will make the middle-class population. landless labourer! 
ana consequent discontent all over the country. ^ 

(n) The Bill in question, if passed into law, will deal a death blow to 
the entire middle section of the rural population who invested capital in land 
in the hope of getting profits thereof from generation to generation irrespec. 
tive of communities. ^ 

With these words I vehemently oppose the consideration of the Bill. 

Mr, BAN KIM CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. President, Sir, the {k>licy u 
all new legislation has always been and in my opinion, should always W 
primarily, to remove and redress any existing social or economic grievauct 
of the people of a country and when such grievances could not be remedied 
by the existing laws of the land. If 1 am right in this enunciation of t)u 
policy of law may I request honourable members to coolly consider as tt 
whether this particular bill conforms to this proposition or stand this test. 
If I may just for a minute, take the Preamble. The Preamble is “Whereua 
it is expedient to provide for the acquisition for public purposes of wastt 
land in JBengal”. We shall have to examine as to what are these waste land? 
and what on these public purposes for which these waste lands are pro[)ose(j 
to be acquired and whether the existing law of the land is not sufticieuth 
well for the purpose of acquisition of these lands. Sir, the next quest ioi 
before us is whether the Bill is meant to redress or relieve any existiuj 
aocial and economic grievance of the people and whether these soidal oi 
economic grievances are such that the present law of the land is not able oi 
is unable to effectively deal with them? As 1 have pointed out, the i)re 
amble does not help us. If we now go over to the Statement of Objett; 
and Reasons, we find it stated that — “large areas of cultivable waste lands ii 
the province have been lying fallow for a variety of reasons, such as want ai 
irrigation, drainage, einbunKinent facilities, neglect of the owners (I doiih 
this) or their incapacity to incur the necessary capital expenditure, depopula 
tion due to malaria, etc^ It is proposed to acquire and develop these land 
with a view to utilise them for the following purposes among others, and tli 
purposes have been very well defined. They are relieving the preseii 
excessive pressure of population on cultivable land and increasing the pr(> 
-duction of food-grains in the province, (2) settlement with ex-servicemen 
people who have been displaced from their holdings, petty cultivators, 
dargadars, and landless labourers, (8) provision of model village sites witJi 
better agricultural facilities and sanitary arrangements so as to bring about 
an improvement in the standard of living of the cultivators (laudahh 
object), (4) the setting up of the co-operative system of farming and the 
introduction of mechanised cultivation wherever possible, (5) afforestation 
and (6) irrigation and drainage. 

Then it goes on : The only legal machinery now available for acquir- 
ing lands belonging to private persons is the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, 
, which apart from the lengthy procedure involved is not suitable for large 
aoale acquisition of this nature with the utmost expedition and on payment 
of a reasonable compensation. It is therefore considered necessary te 
have a specid legislation or legislative measure enacted for this purpose. 
Nowhere in mis Statement of Objects and Reasons there is any mention ol 
settlement of land with any person or persons, etc., as an object of this Bill. 
Then I would request honourable members to bear in mind, that the onlv 
xeasons for introducing this Bill as suggested in the Statement of Objects anil 
Reasons are that althougb^the Land Acquisition Act is good enough and cover’ 
all the purposes of the present Bill it involves a lengthy procedure and thai 
4lie oompensation indicated in that Act is not reasonable. For these pur- 
looses, 1 dare eay a short Bill could have been introduced and not this long 
and mischievous Bill. I say mischievous in view of the definition of **waste 
land** and ‘^nublic nurposes", in this Bill “waste land’* has been defined to 
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includil lancf which has been lying uncultivated from before dlst 
Janua^, 1^1* words “uncultivated” or *‘f allow” are more or lesft 
relati^ terms in the seiise that what is fallow or uncultivated to>day can 
be cultivated or can be made cultivable and fertile to-morrow. If Govern- 
ment is really keen on its campaign of grow more food, surely this is a Bill 
which will militate against that idea. You are asking the people to grow 
niore food, that is to say, to put under cultivation a larger acreage of land 
ill his possession but where would they find these hinds, if you by this 
Bill take away these lands from his possession and that for u song. One 
fails to understand as to why Government should suddenly change their 
opinion and practically rob these owners of these lands — lands which were 
and are in their possession for generutions—lands which they hold so dear? 
Is it because the Government want to attain its political objective, namely 
to settle the lands with the Muslims (the Bihar refugees) in 'Western Bengal 

in other words to pakisthanise Western Bengal, where the Muslims are 

in a minority. To serve one community at the expense of another community 
should never be the objective of any popular Government which it claims 
to be. Then Sir, think of the great Dumodar Valley Scheme. Only the 
other day our Chief Minister hud been to Delhi to negotiate with the Central 
Government in this connection and what was the idea and what was the 
^pbject? To irrigate a good portion of our un<‘iiltival)lc land, make it 
possible for the people of the country to bring under cultivation lauds which 
were not and could not be made cultivable. Why should urn by this piece 
of legislation take away the benefits which the owners of these lands would 
have otherwise been entitled to? "Surely, to my mind it is an act of 
.sii(‘rilege, an act which no Government worth the name should conceive ot 
unless it is a communal Government bent on aehieving its political objective. 
Sir, it is clear the basic idea or ohjeidive wdiich has been suggested in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons ha.*> not in fa<‘t been attempted to be 
carried out in this Bill. There is no present pressing economic or social 
giievaiice from which the jieople of this province is suffering and wdiich 
could not be cured by the Land Acquisition Act. Why, therefore, should 
this Bill he taken into consideration? Sir, I shall not discuss about the 
question of the Bill for the aboliti<*u of zemiudaries in East Bengal and in 
West Ikuigal as well, as it has for its objective the general geod of tile 
peo]»le ,in general. I can understand the idea underlying that. But wdiat 
the idea underlying this piece of legislation, \^'hy should Government, 
by this Bill take away the lands of the middle classes (d West Bengal and 
to serve w’hmn? What purpose are you going to serve unless, if 1 mav say 
HO, a political pur^iose of their own party? This is a double-edged Bill. It 
attempts to weaken the middle classes of the West Bengal by taking these 
lands away from them and settle them with the Muslims from Bihar and 
thereby give the Muslim community a majority in that part of the province. 
It is from this stand point that one should test the honn fides of this Bill. 
1 h it a legislation which is wanted by the people of this country? Was it 
necessary for the benefit of the people in general? The only answer is “No”. 

Now', just for a moment I shall draw' your attention to the definition of 
‘public purpose”. My friends have dealt with it but I would only touch 
nne asjiect aud that is this. Sir, I have never heard that settlement of lands 
^ith a particular person can by any stretc;h of imagination be called a 
public purpose. One man however big cannot be glorified into being called 
fhe public. I fail to understand bow could settlement ot lands with any 
person can be deemed to be a public purpose. You know, Sir, that no legis- 
lation has so. far attempted to define the word *^public purpose” and that 
^ertainly for good reasons. Public purpo.se is a public purpose. The 
dictionary meaning of “public purpose” cannot W a piece of legislation like 
fhis be twisted and made to give an entirely different and narrow meaning. 

th^ little things betray the want of bona fideM of the sponsor of thu 
Bill. I do not mean him pemnally but I mean his Gorernn^^, And 
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then, Sir, while dealing with snb-clause (4){d) of clause 2 of the Bill under 
the definition of ‘‘public purpose*^ I would just read (d) “the settlement of 
land with any person or persons (t) in order to prdVide them with a means 
of livelihood if they are without such a means of livelihood as a result of 
discharge from military service, the operation of natural causes or cir. 
cumstances, such as disturbances of the public tranquillity, over which they 
have no control”. You would find, Sir, that these public purposes had not 
been included in the Statement of Objects and Reasons given in the Bill. 
Tile surreptitious introduction of this clause in the body of the Bill and 
at the tail end of the section, to evade detection, betrays the real object of 
the Bill and its mischievous object. Nowhere have they stated in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, nowhere have they contemplated thot 
they wanted to settle these lands with particular persons for these purposes. 
AVhy, this significant silence about this object in the statement and why this 
surreptitioiw addition of this object towards the tail end of this clause — for 
attaining a political objective, to pahisihanue Western Bengal by import- 
ing Muslims from the neiglihouring Hindu majority province of Bihai ? 
That betrays tlieir sinister motive — and a deep laid plan is being carried 
out. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Sir, may 1 draw your 
attention to the cooling system which I think has failed and we on this side, 
are feeling very hot. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; The temperatiiie is not going down. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: It is going up, I icel 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: You would thus find, Sir, that it 
is the introduction of this clause which has opened the eyes of all saia* 
people and betrayed the mischievous motive behind the Bill. As regank^ 
sub-clauses {(l){ii) and (d){ih) I think these are matters which could well 
have been provided for under the Laud Acouisition Act. And, as you know, 
Sir, in connection with the post-w’ur development plans in other provim t*' 
the Government there are carrying out these sell-same objects but in a 
different way. They are trying to see that the cultivator gets his duo 
share and benefit in the development sclieme. The cultivators there .no 
provided with implements, they are provided with cash, they are providtd 
with every necessary thing to enable them to carry on cultivation, to grow 
more food and thus to improve their standard of living. Sir, a legislation 
with this ulterior motive is unique and 1 feel that Gov- 

eminent should he well advised not to proceed further with 
this Bill. This sinister motive has been further evidenced by 

the provi.sion as to compensation and that is the amount of the compens.i- 
tion. Wiiat are you going to give to the poor owners of the land in return 
for the acres which you are receiving from them merely for a song, so to 
aayP Is that any consideration — only Rs. 5, Rs. 10 per acre, is that any 
consideration at all? These people have been holding these lands perhaps 
for generations and in some cases, paying some rent in respect of these hold- 
ings. Can any Government feel that it is just and reasonable to pay 
only Rs, 10 per acre compensation? I was fortunately not a member of the 
Select Committee, but I am told that one member, I think Mr. Morgan, 
suggested that the rate should be Rs. 150 per acre, but what has 
been the result of that? The Select Committee turned it down. But the 
very idea of trying to get laijtl for such a nominal consideration shows 
dovernment’s inclination to take the lands for nothing and utilise them 
as best as they can to satisfy their political ends; nothing more than that 
To my mind it appears that this is a sort of legalised 
plunder, legalised loot of private property, of the poor landowners, 
who have been occupying these lands possibly for one huu' 
dred o|||||ro hundred years. What justification is there for doing 
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go? Whstl is the idea of Government in taking away the»e lands and on 
this scale ol compensation? It is indeed in the nature of an exuropriatory 
legislation and really it is to avoid being hit by section 299 of me Govern- 
ment of India Act that Government have mentioned a nominal amount. 
Sir, if this point is ever taken to the High Court, a Judge will have no 
he.sitation in declaring it as fraud on law. Helpless legislators 
as we are, being in a minority, it is not possible to make our- 
selves heard effectively and felt effectively. But at (lie same time I 
humbly and lespectfully warn the Hon’ble Minister in charge to ponder 
over this matter coolly and dispassionately and not proceed with it. 
It may lead to trouble, who knows. There are the communal troubles and 
there are troubles ahead. I would request him illon'bie Aiinister) not to 
(icate unnecessary troubles. The League Ministry have succeeded in 
infusing that feeling of hatred among the masses with tlieir two-nation 
theory. They have told the Muslim masses that Hindus iwe not their 
li lends and they have uothiug in <*ommou with the Hindus. The top 
! uikiug men say why should there be this (piaiicl and vhy should there be 
tanicidal wars. But havi' tlu\\ (‘onviiiccd tin* masses in \\hom they have 
jiilu^ed the views of two-nation theory, that Hindus an their brothers and 
ti«at tlu*y must have tc^ live with them together as brothms*" On 1 lie con- 
uaiy have not they n'allv preached in the countryside that Muslims are 
lo lie regarded a different nation from ihe Hindus, and sneli ^logans as 
'I.itrke fent/a Pfiktsflutn'. So it is no good sinqdy talking here and outside 
that they, Hindus aud Muslims are all brothers and so on and so forth. 
They have got to go there over again eat their own words and ])reaeli them 
ctleetivelj amongst the masses in the countryside and substantiate it by 
tlieir own conduct and action. Go to the countryside and tell them that 
\our two-nation theory is wrong — that there is no object in this fatrieidal 
by which nothing can be done — nothing can be achieved. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutt I hope you will come back to the motion 
liefore the House. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Weil, Sir, 1 do not know whether 
I am following the pei’oralion of Mr. Xur Ahmed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. N ur Ahmed is difficult to follow; but we can 
tollow you. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, ] am not enerouching upon 
the time of the Legislature. But I am trying to convince the Hoirble 
Minister that he should not go ou with a Legislation of this i-hararffer at ’ 
It would embitter the feeling that is already vei> bitter. At the same tima 
what is the good wbieh you can get out of thi.s legislation ? So far as the 
Bihar refugees are concerned they are going back to Bihar. The Bihar 
Government is doin^ everything jiossible to get them hack. Therefore for 
whom are you acquiring these lamfs? For whom? And why should you 
distribute these lands to persons of your liking and (if your party and 
deprive others of their due rights. Sir, with these words I would request the 
Hon’ble Minister to withdraw this Bill. 

Mr. 8 ATI 8 H CHANDRA 8 EN: Sir, I want to speak. 

Mr. ABDUR RA 8 HID: Sir, the question be now put. 

Mr. LALIT CMAMDRA DA 8 . Sir, Mr. Sen was billeted for o minutei. 

Mr. PRE 8 IDENT. 1 think the matter has been sufficiently discussed. 
Mr. Sen, out of three members of your party two have already spoken. 
So, would accept the motion that the question be now put. 

Mr. BMOY 8 INCN NAHARs "Sir, it 18 a serious inntier.,^ 
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Mr. l!Ri8IDENT: Yes, it is a serious matter, but I hafe to come t 
a decisioxi. 

The questifm beforeahe House is that the motion be now put. 

The question was j)ut and Division taken with the followin' 
result:— * 


Mr. Abflulla«l-MahmiKi 

Mr. Nur Ahmtd 

Mr. 8yad ffidruiMuia 

flal Bahadur Dhirtndra Lai Barua 

Mr. Rtajuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzem Hotsaln Chaudhury 

Mr. Hamldul Haq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latir Chowdhury 

Mr, Syod Fazio Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 

Mr. E. 0. Doyne 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta 

Mr. A. M. Bhahoodul Haquo 


AYES— 25. 

The Hon’bli Mr. Baiyod Muazzamuddii 
Hosain 

Mr. Mobarafc All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latiff 
Mr. Abdul Majid 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mufcerjea 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlosur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Or. Kasiruddin Talukdar 
Mr. Md. Tauflq 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


N0E8<~13. 


Mr. Lallt Chqndra Oas 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Oatta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabish 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 

Ral Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 


Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishoro Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 

was carried. 

Under the Rules the Chair ran allow 
wants to exercise his right of reply 


The Ayes being 25 and the Noes 15 the question 
Now the time is praotioallv up. 
be Minister in charge to reply if he 
propose to give him the right to-morrow. 


Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8s How can jt be to-morrow, Sir? It 
nust be on Monday. To-morrow is a non-ofticial day. 

• I shall allow the Hon'ble Minister to exercise his 

ignt ot reply on Monday, if he wants to reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: To-morrow being a non-official 
lay and also because the Bill is very urgent I do not like to exercise mv 
ight of reply. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. I will then ])ut the main question. 
The question before the House is that the Bengal Acquisition of Waste 
iand Bill, 1947, he taken into consideration. 

The question was ptit and a Division taken with the following result; — 


AYES— U. 


Ir. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Ir. Nur AhnMd 

Ir. Bytd BadrydduJa 

111 Btbtdur Dblrtndra Lai Barua 

Ir. Raajuddifi Bhuiya 

Ir. Moaiiam Hosaain Chowdhury ^ 

Ir. Nwhidtti Huq Chowdhury ^ 

han Bahadur Abdul Latif .Chawdhury 

Ir. Bytd Fazta RNMU Chowdhury 

lr« Yutur All ChowdHury 

Ira* LdhanyapriMia Outtg 

ir. A. M, B h a h aad ut Haqua 


Tlw Hon’ble Mr. Baiyod Muazzamuddln 
Hosain 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latiff 

Mr. Byad Abdul Majid 

Thi Hr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlanir Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhoni Roy 

Dr. KatlruiMin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Tauflq 

Khan Sahib Moulel WahldiiTramjli 
Hall Md, YiM 
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Mr. L««t eiwiiM Dm Rii Baiiadiir Jogtmfni Natli Ray 

Mr. Banliiiii Dhamlra Datta Mr. Blrtn Roy 

Mr. SotiBh CBamlra Jana Mr. Blswanath Roy 

Rai Batiadur Brojondra Mohan Maitra Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Magondra Nath Mohalanablah Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai 

Mr. Bijoy Bfngh Nahar Mr. Batlsh Chandra Bon 

Ayes being 24 and Noes 12, the motion was carried. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The House is adjourned till 2-16 p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 2nd May, 
1947. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Coimcil 
held on the Ist May, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

1 6 ) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(7^ Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(O') Mr. Mungturaiu Jaipuria. 

(10^ Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Muhammad Jan. 

(11) Mr. Ilumayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(12) Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

(13j Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

(14) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 


WBGP-tt/9-1060A-750 





The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislaliye BuiUiiigy 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 2nd May, 1947 at 2-15 p.m. beit^g the 37th day 
of the First Session- of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) («) Qovemment 
of India Act, 1935. % 

Mr. President (the Hou’hle Sir Buoy Phasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.b.) 
wjis in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Ration shops in Calcutta. 

110. Khan Bahadur, A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAGUE (on behalf of 
Khan Bah^ur 8YED ABDUR RA8HID CHGWDHURY): Will the 
Hoii’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased 
to state^K^ 

{a) the number of ration shops other than Government ration shops in 
Greater Calcutta; 

(b) how many of them belong to- 
ft) Caste Hindus, 

(U) Scheduled Castes, and 
(iti) Muslims; 

(( ) if the communal ratio has been adhered to in making these allot- 
ments; and 

{<!) if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr« ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) and ih) A statement is plat'ed 
oil the Table. 

(c) and {(I) ITp till now there has been no decision that the Communal 
Patio Rules should be applied in the selection of ration shops. The 
principle which has l)eeu consistently followed up to date has been -that bf 
laaintjdning the existing trade channels. In selecting ration shops our 
choice was therefore confined to persons who had already been in the trade 
for at least a period of 12 months prior to the introduction of rationing. 

1 he financial standing of the applicant and his past record had also to be 
taken into consideration. Subject to these considerations Muslim shops were 
selected as far as possible in areas predominantly Muslim and Hindu shops 
m areas predominantly Hindus. 

^^Uitement referred to in reply to question No. 110 of ration shops in Oreaier 

Calcutta. 


Serial 

No. 

Variety of shop. 

Number of ahofMi 
owned by — . 

Total 

Carte 

Hindu. 

Sebedided* 

CMe. 

HnUim. 

CHbm. 

i 

1 

2 

• 

4 

BSi 

814 

414 

221 

4S0 

108 

28 

27 

12 

107 

178 

20 

99 

m 

U24 

899 

-TS 

1,879 

m 

470 
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, ^ ^ ^ ^ ,> jj. ^ 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAI: Is H Batio 

Rule applies to appointment only? 

Tbs HOfi*Mt Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Yes, tlie CoWmunal Ratio Rule 
is framed for otserrance in cases of appointments to services ; but as far as 
poiaible justice might be done w all communities in the case of distribu- 
tion, of ration shoM and for this reason it is necessary that Communal' Ratio 
Jdso oe Applied in such cases. 

Mr. LALIT eHARDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaded 
to state whether it is not a fact that in Calcutta non-Muslims form 78 per 
cent of the population? 

The Hon'bla Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: It may be — possibly it is. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Communal Ratio Rule should not be observed, according to 
what has been said by him just now, and ration shops should be distributed 
according to the population basis of Calcutta? 

Thl Hoh’Me Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: It is not possible to observe 
the Communal Ratio Rule strictly in Calcutta because it has been feund that 
in areas where Muslims predominate Hindus do not like to havQ.'ilops aiul 
' 4^ Areas where Hindus predominate Muslims do not like to ha^^ sho])^ 
. titooe the August disturbances. 

Rai Bahadur ilOGENDRA NATH ROY. How many Muslim ration 
shops there are in Calcutta? 

Tha Hoil'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 have answered that in tlie 
statement. 


Adjoummant motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 have gut an adjournment motion. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir. may I mention as to what lia? 
happened to the distribution of curfew permits to us? 

Mr. FRE8IDENT: Ut this matter he finished first. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This adjournment motion is in regard 
to the strike of the primary st'hool teachers of Bengal and failure of the 
Government of Bengal to tackle the situation. 

- Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the urgency about this matter? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, these poor teachers met in » 
conference recently and pointed out that the Government were not at ail 
sympathetic towards them and so th^ have been compelled to sfuspend the 
strike temporarily. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, there is no strike now?^ 

Th« Hoffble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: No. Sir, there is no 
strike now. They have suspended the strike indefinitely. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the point is this: the strike hai 
kmsk suspended temporarily.^ Sir, the conference of the primary school 
teohers of Bengal after giving the careful consideration to the letter 
written by the Government to. the president, etc., expressed the opinion that 
^ey received an unsympathetic attitude from ^vernmeni in not meeting 
«i#Wie of their demands when Hiey put fmrth and' ^ they have been forced 
, iaspend the strike temporarily. They have appointed a negotiating com- 
"'inittte: So, 1 want to know htma Government what steps mey 
to take in regard to this midto, ' , 
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Mr. iimtiim# Sa. Mr. Macun^ar, on jowt own admisaioil there 
is no Btrlfc# adjournment motion in tlearly out of order. « 

Mr. MARfllKI HAIUMOAR: Today, there is no "stride but at the 
time when I gave notice the strike was there. So, I would isk fte Govern- 
ment to state what steps they are going to take in this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That is a different matter. If the Governmeitt»ia to 
iiu lined they can supply you with the information.*: That haSh^olSbn to 
<lo with this motion. 1 refuse my consent to it. * - 

Non-ofRoial Businosa. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is the usual practice, Sir. to take 
up Bills on one Friday and motions on another Friday. On last Friday 
we had resolutions and this Friday we should have non-^flicial bills. 

1 (annot understand how motions under rule 112 came in to-d^y. It 
appears from the notice that has been served -upon us that you consulted the 
Ijtader of the House in this matter and decided that motions under rule 
]J2 should be taken up to-day. We were not even invited to such a con- 
sultation so that we could have put our point of view that non-offiHnl bills 
sluuild.^ taken up to-day instead of motions. 

MivPR ESI DENT: There is no such hard ami fust rule that 
resolutions and bills must be taken up on alternate days. There weraSao 
many motions under rule 112, so in consultation with the Leader of'the 
House I decided that, those motions should be taken up to-day and also 
hcruiise of the fa<*t that we had non-of!i<’ial resolutions on the last Friday. 

The Hon’hle Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; If there had 
Hecn any such convention or practice as referred to by Mr. Das T would 
nf>t have been taken into consultation in this matter and the very fact that 
1 was consulted in the matter shows that there is room for alteration and to 
cliange this convention, if at all there was any such convention. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I still say that that is the <on vent ion, 

far as I remember. I have been here 10 years and so far as I remem- 
Ih*i it was always observed very generally. In any view of the matter a» 
>ou consulted the Leader of the House, Sir, we expected, iSir, that this side, 

1 mean the I./eaier of the Opposition would have been called in so that J)e 
e<iuld give his opinion whether motions under rule 112 should be takeir^'p 
on this Fviday, 

The Hon’Me Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: These 

rcMolutioDs under rule 112 were fixed on several days, on several Fridayi 
but the House was adjourned on those days on one ground or another, for 
obituaries some other reasons. Thus they were held up for a very 
hmg Ijtne and we thougl^t it proper that they should come up just after 
Hie non-dfficial resolutions fixed for kst Friday. 

Cuifm permits for Memliors, 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: On a paint of privilege, Sir. The 
other day the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Law and Order promised to 
members of this legislature with ctpfew permits but uptill now 

have not got them. Wnat is the position, Sir? Shall we get them 
or the promise was a hoaxP 

The HMi*bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am surprii^d that Mr. 
^ahar terms it as a hoax. The point is this. In consultation wit h 
' ommissioiier of Police arrangements have been made for the issue of ctilkP 
passes 'to members of the I^egislatura# A lift of members was handed 
to us by tbe Chief Whip of tbe Opposition and the lift has at ohce bieff 
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1 do not know 
Atter expedited 
“^tnloiTow or the 


forwirt^ded to the Potice Comtoiissidner for necessarj* 
what is the reason foivthe delay, but I shall have 
and I hope. curfew permits will be given to the mem^ 
day after.^/ m . 

Mr. BUOT ifNCM NAHA^ Yesterday we enquired into the matter 
^nd we came to learn that curfew permits will be issued only to those 
memb^a^who possess their own cars, i.e,, to say only car permits will he 
given. We discussed this matter the other day in this House and we 
requested that curfew permits should be given to all the members irrespec- 
tive of whether they owned cars or not. May I know what is the position? 


The Hcm’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; I also believe it was the 

desire of the Ift^use that curfew permits should be issued to individual 
members of the legislature and accordingly instructions have been issued. 


Address Motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules. Yes, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. LALIT DHANDRA DAS: Will he be speaking again, Sir? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I shall reply to the debate. 

^»Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But the discussion has not yet Weu 

Snished. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand Mr. Nur Ahmed has already spoken 
on this motion i»f his. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I rise to oppose the motion. 
This is not the time to place such a motion before this Hou.se or before the 
Legislature, becau.se formerly there was some agreement between the 
Saadullah Mini.stry and Mr. Bardoloi, probably in 1945, that those person^ 
who w'ere enjoying the lands from before 19^18 should not W evicted and 
others would l)e evicted according to their formula. Sir, this agreement 
was afterwards rejected by the Mu.slini League C'ouindl and the re.sult 
the direct action tliat we are vi.sualising or w’itne.ssing today. Instead of 
negotiation the talk of occupation by forc-e, by might, is taking 
shape. There have been killas, Pukistuu killas, where there are innumer- 
able volunteers on the*border of Assam to give effect to their own idea 
.that is of occupying those lands by force. This has given rise to a new 
situation. Probably this motion was tabled at a time when this situation 
did not arise. Irately Sir B. N. Rao tried Uv bring about a compromise; 
that also has failed and again the (luestion of negotiation has cropped up 
and we may say that although it is not inside the courts, yet it may he 
called sub-judice^ and it is not proper at the present moment to pass any 
opinion or to appeal to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal to Make a 
representation to the Government of Ipdia to stop these evictions and so on 
and so forth. 1 think that if this is done at this moment the agreement 
may be prejudiced. The talks that are going on again between Mr. 
Baidyanath Mukherjee and Mr. Saadullah may ^ar some good fruit. It is 
therefore better that we should remain silent on this issue and let the 
matter take its own course. If it takes a worse tum^ then of course an 
appeal may be made to stop evictions or to do anything that seems more 
congenial to the community concerned. Probably there was a statement 
todl^ made by Mr. Baidyanath Mukherjee calling upon Mr. Saadullah to 
convince his followers so that the agreement reached in 1945 may not be 
thrown back and I think such an opportunity may be given and we must 
net at the present moment raise any question that may defeat such an 
ItfliQimient. T^t is why I request the mover not to press this motion but 

f WBit in patience and see what happens afterwards. With these* words 
opposd the motion. 
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Tht HM'M Mr..tAiYED MUAZZAMUOOIN NOMINi 

dent, Sir,. motions of this nature the Tfcaauf^ Benches retnAin^ 

neutral but, Sfl|p fte particular motion before is of such ^r^ reaching 
effect that I should like to say something, not as a member ji Cabinet, 
but in mv personal capacity regarding the eviction policy of the Govern- 
went of Assam ' ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, kf?. ^,Can 
a Minister of Government say that he will speak in his personal enpaaty 
and not as a member of the febinet in the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite agree with you Mr. Das. I do not think 
the Hon’ble Minister can speak in his personal capacity sinee he is holding 
office in the Government- — 

The Hon’Me Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN:*Kven then, 

Sir, I shall speak as a Minister on the impropriety in which ihinga are 
drifting in Assam. The remarks and comments of most of the meml^rs of 
the Opposition are so divorced from actual facts and so very inconsistent 
with those avowed profession or even actions in similar cases in far off 
distant lands, that it is necessary that their attention should be drawn to 
them. Sir, the honourable leader of the opposition has in opposing the 
motion made a forceful but, an apparently illogical speech the sum 
substance of which is that we should not meddle in the affairs of another 
autonomous province and mu.st take lying d(»wn any oppression, ty|ran^y 
or indignity that may lie hurled on our Bengali immigrants there. Sir, 
it is very amusing to find the advocates of Akhand Bharat laying so much 
stress on provincial autonomy. According to the sermons infiified on us 
on the subject of autonomy of provinces not onl}' by the leader but also his 
lieutenants, one province should have nothing to Jo with what happens in 
another adjoining province and there should not be even an appeal to 
All-India for redressing any grievanc'e w’hich one prt)viiice may have 
against another 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Why do you want to go to Centre? 
You w^ant Sovereign Pakisthan for Bengal? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Gn a }K)int of information, Sir. May 
We know what grievanxe w'e have against Assam? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I will ^ 
saying just now, w'ait. If this be the j»osition of auton(»inoUH provinces in 
India, it will lie not merely u contradiction in terms of Akhand Bharat 
hut an absolute negation t){ it. Sir, according to our friends opposite, it 
is a sin and a crime to take note of unjust and unfair treatment or inhuman 
treatment perpetrated in an adjoining province but it is highly patriotic 
to uiTijSp Ind ia Gijveinmeiit to defend the rights of Indians in a far off 
country in another continent • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA vDAS: On a point of order, Sir. Is it not a 
Ministerial impropriety of a Minister of one Government to comment upon 
the policy of another Government relating to their land settlement policy? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the practice of this House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is be to be permitted to violate the 
practice- • 

Tht Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINl A case like 

this waa never before the House before. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Muaaaamuddin Hosain, may I just tell * 
that ft is the invariable practice of» this House and so far as 1 know of the 
J^«gisl«ture in Bengal not to criticise the policy of another Gkyveminent, 
^ 1 . it ia better to avpid any observation on those lines. 
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Ttw* H^IH« Mr. JAIYEO* MUAZXAMUDDIN HOtAIN i Sir, some 
"^nticliims will^fcavl R otherwise ^ 

- fffrLAMT Ojli^fiDR^ MS: he cannot speak In that Tain so 

long as h«%ifi a 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. He can only speak as a Minister 
hut the flatter must be left to his discretion. 

rTh«^Hor^ble Mr. SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I take the 
full responsibility. Now, Sir, I am personally aware how in the eaily part 
of the current century the Bengali cultivators were encouraged to go 
Assam and to clear its jungle by offering various privileges. I have myselt 
seen the advertisements sent officially by Assam (Government inviting Ben- 
gali immigrants to Assam. During the last 40 years nearly 10 lakhs Bengali 
immigrants have settled in Assam. They risked their lives in clearing the 
jungles and they died in hundreds and thousands of malaria and kaWazur 
in doijag, |o. Now that very large tracts of jungles have been reclaimed 
and converted into valuable crop-bearing lands the Assamese have become 
jealous of them and would not be content by merely preventing further 
immigrants, but must turn out even those who are in actual possession after 
^ guiding households, tanks, mosques and schools in the area, in spite oi 
This fact that millions of acres of unreclaimed jungle lands are still available 
in Assam not only for their cattle but also for the future generations oi 
A|Mlinieae. Sir, in 1943, while attending the Gregory Food Grain Corn- 
mill^ at Delhi I had raised the question why in spit-e of the serious food 
shortage confronting us Assam was not allowing the huge jungle area 
which M'us ready for the plough to be reclaimed. I was then infonned b\ 
the likfopeau representative of Assam that a liberal policy was adoptt*d 
tor giving lands to the Bengali immigrants and Assam was congratulated 
by the Committee, but ultimately it turned out to be a hoax and it was 
found that far from allowing new jungles to be reclaimed Assam was 
following the relentless policy of evicting even those who had settled down 
after building houses. (Mr, 1x\lit Chandra Das : Question. The Assam 
Government have already given 28,900 acres of land to Bengali immigrants.) 
No. Now, Sir, in these days of acute food shortage not to allow even 
<‘ultivated lands to grow food crops is a crime and a sin not onlj^ again.^t 
the immigrants, but against humanity and yet our kind-hearted patriotic 
friends over there would like us not to have anything to do with that. 

Then, Sir, how is the inhuman compaign against the immigrants being 
carried on? The so-called eucroa<’her8 with their families — women and 
children — are being physic'ally turned out with the help of armed police 
and militaiy’ after levelling down their households through elephants. 
No judi(’ial finding is necessary nor any decrees for turning out the 
tresjmRlers. Here in Bengal as in all other parts of the cmlised world a 
decree of a Court is necessarv even to •evict a trespasser even if he be a 
criminal trespasser in possession, but the jungle law of Assam which may 
as well 1 h‘ called the lawless law 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; On a point of order, Sir. The other 
day when the Bihar (jnestiou came up even the Chief Hinister did not 
refer to Bihar in spite of the riots taking place there and you also ruled that 
we should not touch Bihar. That was your ruling. This is the established 
practice of this House and this Minister is \'iolating that principle wbi<‘h 
the Chief Minister did not' do, 

Mr. RREEIDENT: Mr, MuRjutamuddin Hosain, you are creating » 
Vi^healthy and undesirable precedent, 1 can tell yon. You are tread- 
ing on a very dangerous ground. It may suit your purpose on ‘ this 
occasion fUlt 1 am sure Government will be in difi^culty in luifiire. So, my 
advice to you would be not to speak on these lines. 



liHi.J javxAVfX^o. TVl 

Mr. LjjjlilT CHANDRA DASi He has irii* Aifb#. 

Mr. C^SH CHANDRA SEN: Sij, IgJ '*.■ ■ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: «({ 

au,] speak aa an ordinary member of House. r 

The Hon^IMt Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Not at 

bidding. 


youi|^ 


^5*. I hope you will modify your speech. If you want 

to criticise the Assam Government you ma^* do so in other way. " Blit ndl 
tn this way. 


The Hon’Me Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I was 
Vioiiig to say that Assam Government is following an unsympathetic policy.^ 
Here in Bengal we have* often to deal with encroachers and what is our 
piocedure. I would in this connection refer the honourable Wmliers to 
niy reply as Kevenue Minister to a question put in this House regarding 
the so-called eviction of some encroachers from some khasmahal lands of 
X(Kipara in the Nadia district last year, and, the obligation was tllUtTfindu 
ten ants here being evicted and replaced by Muslims. That was the 
allegation. I at once called for a report from the Collector of the district 
and being not satisfied with that alone. I sent the IJivisionul Commissioner 
liiniself to go to the locality and to report on the whole matter and to see^ 
that the law was strictly followed. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; On a point of order, Sir. Can an Hoal^ 
Minister speak something which is not the correct thing and also liecaiise 
<it the fact that the Assam .Ministry is not criticising this ministry. 


Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The Ihvisional ^om- 
iiiiNsioner made a full report and laid down definite lines of dealing with 
thiKse encroachers who refused to take settlement of those Khas Mahal lands 
in spite of Government oft’er. Even such refractory encroachers were not 
ordered to In* summarily evicted, but to Iw? proceeded against through the 
ci\il court. Previously a few criminal cases were instituted against 
^oine of the encroachers for trespass only and as some of the ])eople againat 
"horn trespasvs cases were instituted left the land they were settled with 
the diluviated tenants of the neighbouring Khas Mahal area. The Commif- 
simier's defiinite order was not to proceed with the criminal cases, instituted 
against trespassers but to seek redress in the civil court for ejeftiii|f the 
trespassers. Though they were trespassers we had to move the civil and 
only on getting a decree of ejectment we could evict them and introduce 
other tenants — not in an arbitrary manner in which Assam has l)een doing. 
Tl As.sam had been evicting the immigrant tenants through the civil court* 
I would have no objection to that. There are still stiine millions of acrea 
ready for the plough hut even in these days of food shortage in the .whole 
"*>rld these lauds are not only not,l>eing‘ reclaimed but even those lands^ 
"hich w'ere reclaimed w'ere not allowed to be cultivated. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: The Hon’ble Minister is making an 
incorrect statement; the lands are being reclaimed in Assam. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, don’t internipt the Hon’ble Minister very 
'•Ben please. He has got the right to speak and to present facts according 
to his knowledges 

The Hon’Me Mr. iAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: far 

friends opposite place their hands on their breasts and look at the picture 
here and that in Assam and say if they are satisfied with what is taking 
place in Assam. If they think as human beings and not even as mem|«ra* 
?f this legislature that they should sit tight and do nothing, to stop the 
uitoIeraUe sufferings to the Bengalee immigrants, and if tneifrda so 1 
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#ge will take it that their hostile attitude k 
dtfl j)f the evictees a»e Ben^lee Muslims. I 

I can say on behalf of Govern- 
qunU jR use on this motion, as is usual in the 

case of motions fiihoer rule 4i2,* wiR he submitted to the Governor in due 

"''iy- * 

4 Mr. LRLIT OMANDRA DAS; Sir, may I point out that the proceed- 
ings of this Hous^ on this motion should not be sent to the Governor and 
then from there to the Central Government, if not for any other reason at 
least ^r. this reason, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT” It cannot be decided by the Chair. It is for the 
Housq to decide by voting whether this resolution should be sent to the 
Governor or not. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. This is an 
address motion. The address is to whoni^ It is to be given to the 
Governor. And for what? It will be forwarded by him to the Governor- 
General. When it is a matter of address to the Governor there must be 
Ultlnimity. But here there is no unanimity in the House and there is 
some difference of opinion. Such an address should not lie sent to the 
Governor. It will just confuse Sir, Frederick Burrows and he should not 
*%€ made the medium of sending these things to New Delhi. There is no 
unanimity in this and there is difference of opinion and this address motion 
should not be sent. 

''iir. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: It will be decided by the House to 
send it or not. No individual opinion can count. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, I would like to say a few 
words very briefly. The leader of the House has already replied to some 
of the points and I would only reply to two. This motion, has been 
objectea to on two main grounds, namely, that affairs of another province in 
these days of autonomy should not be discussed by the legislature of another 
province, and that the centre should not be asked to interfere in the 
aflfairs of an autonomous province. Sir, if these two principles are followed, 
then I think we are not entitled to <‘all upon the centre to ask the South 
African Union not to discriminate by its legislation affecting the Indians 
there. On what principle then can the Government of India interfere 
with the affairs of an independent sovereign State like South Afraca? 
The grmmd is ver>’ simple, namely, because the immigrants who are 
affected by such laws hapi»en to l>e Indian. So I think the Government 
of Bengal have got some right to hwik into the interest of the immigrants 
from Ikngal who have gope to Assam for their livelihood and have settled 

i her0. *,j4)n that ground I think we wiH be justified in appealing to the 
>ntra] Government in a matter which concerns the welfare of Bengalee 
immigrants who have settled in Assam. That principle has been accepted. 
Then, if we ask the Government of India to look to the interests of Indians 
who are in Burma, who are domiciled in Burma, it is on that principle also. 
That this principle has been accepted and established cannot be disputed 
and secondly in this very House one year a similar motion was passed 
without any opjMisition from the opposition. I do not know what has 
h^pened during this short t^e that objecGon to a i^iUr motion is 
heilg nut forward so vehemently. As the present constitution exists, the 
Centnd Cbvemment have some power over the provincial governments if the 
Omtral Govignment find that any provincial government is exceeding or 
l^hii^g its nAhis and powers. I think the Central Government can send 
^reolivet to ^ provincial governments. I do not understand how a party 
wMd hM already aaked several ^es the Central Government to interfere 
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in the afii^n of Bengal, ahould pyt up any '|iii‘iT«iir r Lei^ , 

cite a recM instance. The Secretary.^ A lt 

in the other House has sent p a wir^^kiifg lolbi^rogfl^ 

Hengal liegislative Assemhl;^.^ In face this niy* frienflsia 
the Oppo^tiou now oppose this motion? Besides, 1 have moved molhtt 
on a very humane ground. It is desirable that the matter alumfooe 8ettle(|i 
anyliow^for the immigrants who have made their homea^here for a long 
time in Assam are now going to be evicted and in fact their suffering la 
\erv intense. These people who had no land in Bengal migrated to A^sam 
anrf cleared the jungles and faced all sorts of dangers, without fearing 
fcTocioiis animals and several other discomforts and made the lands 
riiJtivable. and thus added to the value of the assets of the Assam Govern- 
ment. And now at this stage when they made their home there and are 
cultivating the lands the Assam Government without making any other 
uccommodation or arrangement for their settlement ask them ’to go back 
with their bug and baggage. And when they have refused, they are set 
upon hy elephants and their houses are set on fire and they are even shQ|^ 
(lead. These are the facts, Sir, and on these facts I am re(iuesting 
these evictions be stopped. My friends have pointed out that there ia a 
talk going on between the two parties, but now that the compromiae haa 
failed it is the duty of the Centre to inteiveue specially so liecuuse the 
Central Goveniment is now so to say presided over by Pandit Nehru and 
Sardar Patel. It is a question of adjustment with the Premier of Assam, 
Mr, ‘Bordoli, and the problem is to find out land acMunnmodation for the 
men evicted. The Muslim League have already taken steps to see 'thit 
these evictees are settled on their former laud. It is only the question of 
tliose peojile who uere in Assam for a long time in accordance with an 
arrangement made between Sir Sumlulla and this Goveniment. In the 
urcumstances I appeal to the Opposition to consider this fact as these 
cMctees are Bengalis and to consider this motion sympathetically. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that an Address 
he presented to His Excellency the (Governor ol Bengal through the 
Hen hie the President (tf the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest 
upfical to His Excellency to make a strong representation immediately to- 
<h'‘ Government <»f India to stop evictions of Bengali immigrants from 
A'isuin by the present Assam Government. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result;-— 

AYES— 20. 


Mr. AbduUa-ai-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmod 

Mr. Sadtrtiddin Ahmod 

Rot Bahadur Ohirandra Lai Barua 

Mr. Rtaluddin Bhutya 

Mr. Chowdhury Moaziom Hemiii 

Khan Bahadur Ahdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. tyod Paiti flabhi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf Alt Chowdhury 

Mr. 0. 0. Doyiii 


Tho Hon’Mo Mr. Abdul Oofran 
Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoodul Haqua 
Tho Hon’blo Mr. Batyod Muaxiamuddlii 
Honin 

Mr. Latafat Hosoain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latin 

Mr. Byod Abdul MaiM 

Tha Hon'blo Mr. Tarah Nath Muhorloa 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Md. Tauftq 


NOEB— 10. 


**''■ LMII Chudra Om 

Mr- ■ankhn Otandn DatU 

R«i BMMdMr •rtlMdn IMhm Maltn 

S'- N^ar 

Wrw Ray 


Mr. Biiwonath Roy 
Mr. Fitiram Roy 

Mr. Bfryndra Klthoiw Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Banyai 
Mr. iatWi Oiandni Ban 


-^.ves being 20 Noes being 10 the motion was agreed to. 

mni AHMED: Sir, I beg to move — that an addresf |e preoenteff 
lus Sxeellency the Governor of* Bengal through the"' Bbn't|}o 

of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal w 
BxceBency to move the Uovenunent of India to arribge iiiiii^diath 
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in^rt England, Australia and other foreign 

"* ““ “'' 

Sir, this is a Terf^all lookj^ motion buHH deals with a vital aspect 
ol^Ae life the people of jB^gal. Sir, milk is a very iinportant 
ingredient in the human £[)od. Sir, is absolutely necessary tor the 
healthy growth of children, for the old melf * and also for invalidei Sir, 
according to the food experts ^e should take at least 2 ounces of milk per 
day. It is absolutely necessary especially in the case of rice-eaters and 

j>er cent, of the Bengalees are rice-eaters. This consumption of mifk 
according to the prescribed .standard will balance the diet of a Bengalee. 
As a result of the deficiency in the consumption of milk Bengalees has ^en 
deteriorating in health. Bengal w^hich could once , produce intellectual 
giants much to the a.stonishment of the whole ^f India has now fallen on 
evil days. Even the other day some eminent persofi^' 'remarked that in 
Bengal there is now no outstanding personality to hold Bengalis leadershi]). 
Ia ii not to our shame that BengaPs students are failing to compote with 
Indents of other jjrovinces in the I.C.S. Examination. Very few 
^ngalees have passed such examinations. BengaPs 'Consumption m milk 
ijJi very small. Sir, according to the latest figure, in 1946 India’s total 
production of milk was only million tons and the Government of India 
arranged a plan to increase it to 80 million tons. That will be sufficient 
for the whole of India. As a result of this deficit in the consumptiofi^i 
milk, Sir, Bengal, as I said, is deteriorating in health year by year. "Jet 
me now (‘ompare Bengal’s production of milk and consumption of milk per 
•capita. I am (juoting the figures for 1940. In New Zealand the production 
per capita is 244 lbs, and consumption per head is 56 ounces. Finland’s 
production per capita is 148 ounces and the consumption per head is 63 
tiunces. In Australia, production per capita is 69 oz., and consumption 
per capita 46 oz. ; in Canada production per capita is 66 oz. while tin* 
CQi^mption is 85 oz. per capita; in Great Britain the production per 
capita IS 8 oz., while the consumption per capita is 7 oz., in Assam the 
pro^ction per capita is 1*4 oz., while the consumption is 2*2; in Bombay 
the i^oduction is 4*7 oz., vvhile the consumption is 4 oz., in the Fnited 
Provinces the pr<|duction is 4*1, while the consumption is 5 oz; in the 
i*unjab the production is 18*8 oz., while the consumption is 9*9 oz. But. 
Bir, w'hat is the position in Bengali In Bengal production is 2*1 oz. 
and consumption, is 1 *9 oz. As compared with all these provinces in 
India Bengal’s consumption is the lowest. Sir, this is one aspect of the 
case. As a result of all this Bengal’s percentage of malnutrition is the 
highest as comnared with all the other provinces in India. In Assam 53 
perilous are well-nourished, 38 persons poorly nourished and only 9 persons 
fiuffer from malnutrition; in the United l^rovices 40 persons are well 
nourished, 39 persons poorly nourished and only 21 persons suffer from 
malnutrition. In Madras 46 persons are well nourished, 36 persons poorly 
nourished and only 18 suflfer from malnutrition. In the Punfab 46 person^ 
are well nourished, poorly nourished and only 20 suffer from 

malnutrition. Even in Bihar and Grissa 1 am giving figures for 1933— 
tor Bihar 42 are w'ell nourished, 40 jniorly nourished and only 1'' 
i^uffered from malnutrition. What is the state of things in Bengal? li‘ 
Bengal in that year only 22 persons were well nourished, 47 persons weir 
jwjorly nourished and as many as 31, the highest percentage in India, ^ 
j^ufferw from malnutrition, ^ir, milk is a very important Anient in our 
As a r^lt of this wunt of milk maternal mortality in Bengal i' 
nighift' than ioat in any other province of India. In Assam the pelrt'entag*^ 
of maternaij^^rtalUv was 26*4; in the United Provinces it was 18 
cewft; In Provinces it was 8*18 per cent,, in MaditM 13*2 

«ceut. ^dJttJBtibar and Orissa it was 26*13 per cent. Puii|a% 18 6. 

What is in Bengal? In Bengal, it wa^ 49 •l&^^ighest* 
xma is jthe resist of less consumption of milk in Bengal. It is a® 
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idM that even iiL CalciiM^aiMiiipply of mvi-v irfiau uaik w whiclf' 

required lor the citiien^ of Calcutta. ThftWpe of ^ilk Xaa aliaa«%fc&r 
fjoiie up and in wme townl j^ h great difficiiRy milk is atailaMe at sT vdljr 
high price# . This has addeJto the other ifittculties. "^iP^r ail these reasons 
] have mov^ this motion to move :^he ^ Government of Indil for flhs 
jmriibse of importing a large qjijantitj^ of milk *nnd milk products for 
Hengal.^Vh|^ of all provinces o7 India Bengal should be** made to suffer. 

I have made it clear bv facts and feagures and tried to show that Bengal 
lit lids very badly outside help. Of course it may be said why should not 
tJi.^ produ«4ion of milk be increased here instead of seeking help from 
(.utside. I may say that a Milk Expert was appointed by the (tovernmapt 
ol India and he, Mr. Peperall, submitted a report. In the report he 
(it'scribed very lucidlywtlie pitiable condition of milk production and sale of 
hillk in Bengal and dome other big cities of India. He sugg^.sted some - 
it'iiiedy ^d I tried to draw the attention of Government to this question. 
Tending this, supply of ndlk is absolutely necessary as also milk production. 
So I gmggested in my resolution that it should be imi»orttMl fmni^ 
(>ui>ide* from Australia,' from Canada, from England and other coimtrie||(| 
wliieh taey spare for others. With these words 1 commend my motion for 
the aeceptanee of the House. ^ 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I must sav at the outset 
fliutias a short term measure I have no ohjection to the Resolution moved 
hy .ffiy friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. But I must say that as a long term 
niejtjure Government have serious objection to it, because it cuts across the 
pnlicy of Government to make milk and milk production .sedf-sufticient in 
ibuigal. I also like to inform the honourable members that tho Resolution 
"ill he more useful as a sort of temporur\^ measure. I may inform him 
that the Government of Bengal have already purchased 1,1()0 tons of these 
milk products for distribution as relief and besides they have sanctioned 
IK 20 lakhs for a further p undiuse of these milk products. Therefore^^J 
^v(Hild reciuest the honourable member not to pre.ns ibis motion. Govern- 
ment are already alive to this problem and are doing whatever is necessMy 
m the Relief Department. « 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR; On a point of information, Sir, May 
1 know from the Hon’ble Minister whether they are bringing milch cow to 
tills province? 

The Hon’hia Mr. AHMED H0S8AIN: Yes. Sir, milch cows are being 
brought here in Calcutta from the Punjab and C.P. Then there is another 
'hrticult nrohlem to tackle, namely, that of salvaging the dry cattle, 
llu'se valuable animals are being sold to the butchers when they cannot 
civt* any more milk. Now, Government liave adopted the policy of getting 
them salvaged in their own experimenting station at Chakdah near 
Kam hrapara. They will *rear them np and when the cuttle will again 
lactation they would be useful for supply’ng milk to the town. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Horrble Minister pleitse 
"tate what did it cost them to buy 1,100 tons of milk products? 

The Him’hle Mr. AHMED H088AIN: We have alraady bought 1,100 
I' of-milk products and besides R.s. 20 lakhs has been sanctioned for 
tlir year 1040-47 fqr a further purrha.se, * 

Wr, LAi.lt CHANDRA DA8: Did the Government bu/Uiis direct 
through the«i Government of India? 

Tht Mr. AHMED HOSAINs Some were „'lio.g^*direc|. Mul ^ 

fr<|prnther countries direct- ^ 

LAAiT CilANlillA DASS If they have bought mreec^ wnui 
I-oint in tn>ttb!i]|g Ike j^venunent^ of Inoia now? 
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TW# NOA’IHf iif* AHIIED HOSSMlt* .200 tons were botigit 
tons local pur(;|ia8e, 200 tons en«§)#te Australia (Krect) 
5Q0 tons Thus a total of 1,100 tons. Gtovernment of 

In^ia^s hel|i is necessary because we have to arrange fpr. the imjferts, 

Mfi NUR AHMED: Sir, I am very sorry to say that such an innocent 
motion has been opposed by the Government. Sir, it is^ a there 

is a woeful dearth of milk and. these milk products can meet to some extent 
the deficiency. 1 asked for some milk products for the primary achoo] 
children but I was informed that the Government stock was very limited 
There is no harm if the Government accepts the motion* I am ' sorry, f 
citpanot withdraw such an important motion. ^ * tf* • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you do not propose to withdraw your mol^pad^ 

Mr. NUh AHMED: No, Sir. 

/ Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that «n Aiddress 

presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’hh 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to 
His Excelleucy to move the Government of India to arrange immediate 
Tmfmrt of surplus milk products from England, Australia and other foreign 
countries for Bengal in view of large deficiency in supply of milk and 
consumption per head of ^mpulation in Bengal. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that an Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the 
President of the llengal Legislative ('ouncil with an earnest 
appeal to His Excellency to make an immediate representation to the 
(government of India to increase the quota of cotton yarn allotted to 
Bengal on the basis of its population, or at least to make a larger allotment 
* of cotton yarn equal to that of Madras. 

Sir, this is another important motion which vitally affects the people of 
Bengal and deals with the question of sufficient clothing for the people of 
Bengal. Though Bengal is densely populated and is having tlie largest 
, population out of all the proviuces of India, its quota of yarn allotted bv 
the Central Government is less than that of Madras or Bombay #itli 
lesser populations. (At this stage Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt tcwS the 
Chair). Bengal was once famous for her hand>loom woven cloth. .Bengal 
once used to send cloth to other countries in Asia and even to England. 
Bight down to the time of the Ea.st ludia Company cloth made in India 
supplied tile markets of Asia and Europe. In 170i the use of calico wa.^ 
" prohibited in England. As late as 1815 

V Th« Hofl’llle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of information. 
May I have your ruling whether weoshould address you as Mr. President 
or^Madam President. 


ChtiniiiA (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): I think the pfactioe. 
w*hen tha kwly is in the Chair, is to address the Chair as Madam President. 

^ l|r^4tUR AHMED: As late as 1815 India exported EnglattI 
lakhs pounds a year. In 1942 Bengars handiooms 'i^viduced 
of her requirementtf*t)f cloth. There aw ^more tiiaflr«^t#o fakhfi of 
in Bengal, as far as 1 remember the same number as in but 

t^eae weaveii are suffering for want of cotton yarn as th«r oiAy mean# of 
Mi^ducing bAndloom,’ cloth. That prospeimiu aiM^try i# now 
nn a oying conaiiion. Ben^Ps import of cloth is worth a^nt jLf of 

rnoM Ir^ Bmm^y, frona Ahmedabad and othnr bouniri^ « ! 
inrand handldSb produced cloth if suSdent to wteet tib m 

Bengfdf|i up tl 40 per oent. only an^ ** Beaciil hfs'to iBip^ lor tht 
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remainini P®** requirements ftvm outside. Bengal which was once 
m the matt^ of requirements of cloth^nd not onl^ thit 
jihl waa exportingfl^h— ^8 now fallen on evil days. In 194^ thei^ 

were^ 36 i^ulls in In^ia.^ which 202 were in the Bombay. B^esideucyr 61 
in the Mjjras Presidency and only 87 in Bengal, and why is tha nu»il>er of 
mills so ThI Supreme dithculty in the way of starting more'^cofton 

niitfs "is tMt they cannot have ample supplies of yarn. There is anothen^ 
aspect Biflhermeu on whose catching of fish and supply- 

ing of fisn the livelihood of many Bengalees depends have been vers* hard 
hit hf $he last famine. liurge numl)er8 of them have died. Now there is 
the cpiestioii of rehabilitating them in their own profession not for their 
1r)W»i^ot>d but for the good of the j)eople of Bengal and they rtMjuire la^e 
numV**S\nl nets, but even for this purpose of making nets tiiere is want^f 
cdfion yarn. Madam, this is the state of things that exists in Bengal, %nd 
;Hiif is what has moved me to move this address nn>tion. Beygal has nd%; 
heen properly treated by the Centre in res])ect of allotment of cotton yarn 
and why has this discrimination l)een made between Bengal and other 
provinces The most flourishing industry in Bengal, the haudlooni 
industry, is about to die for want of cotton yarn. So 1 appeal, Madam, tn 
the Government of India to allot large quantities of yarn required for 
Bengal’s requirements. With these few words I recommend my motion 
the acceptance of the House. 


Cteirmtfi (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): Motion moved that on 
Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through 
the Honourable the President of the Bengal I^egislative Council with an 
earnest appeal of His Excellency to make an immediate rei)resentation to 
the Government of India to increase the quota of cotton yarn allotted to 
Bengal on the basis of its fmpuhition, or at least to make a larger allotment 
ot cotton yarn equal to that of Madras. ^ 

Kfun tahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HUQ: Madam President, I risU 
to support the imition moved hv my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. It is well 
kuown that the people of Bengal are experiencing great tlifliculty^ 
lor want of suttieient cloth, and there is, I believe, a consensus of opinion 
in this House that if the (juota of cotton yarn eould be increased by moving 
the^Oftntral Government then many of the ills from w hich Bengal * il* 
snaring at the present moment can be put an end to. Madam, mv learned 
triend has given an illuminating speech giving statistics to this lloiise and 
I do not feel I am justified in taking mm*h time of tlm House and dilate 
<»n the subject. This is a Resolution which I think will be a<*cepted by niy 
friends opposite who have unfortunately in the past opposed everything thai 
Was moved from this side. I hope this time they will also support th# 
Resolution. With these few words I support the motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDllA DAS: Madam, 1 rise to support the I^solt|« 
lion moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. But I am rather sorry to aaf 
that tbe Government of India should have to be moved by a Resolution ’like 
this. Ij^ is the bounden duty of the Government of Bengal to move jth#’ 
OovernMut of India to allot the quota of cotton yam on the! b#iis w its 
population. They have not done it and you are now urging 

to move the Government of India. This ve^t j^Hoa 
ie a slur on the Government of Bengal who was 
tje du(y being to move the (^vernment of India 

of cotton yam on the basis of population — at leelt^ir 
™J*ftiar3iisie^l>f- Madras. It is known to everybody that our ^weaf%i 
of more yarn and if cottem yaft oan be sup{$iedbi% 
Muslims anAiihejpreavors Yho are moetlil 

ffmiSy '• it J. » 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Madam, I'lise to support -this very good move on 
^he part of my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed fag end of the* lio^-o%ial 

^'‘ session 

TlM Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Why elSd of the non-o£S(ial 

sessidtof j ^ . 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Well, you will see. Today is the non-official day 
and perhaps there will not be another non-official session^^ Now, Madam, it 
ha.s fallen on your shoulders when this Kesoliition is passed, to forward it 
to the Oovernor-General. I must say that the quota T^hich has bee® illotted 
to Bengal is very inade(iuate as compared with the quota of Madras and 
other provinces. But the Government should have moved in this matter 
before this Besolution was moved. Mr. Nur Ahmed would have been Well- 
advised to put the exact amount of yarn that we should ask Ihe Central 
/Government to allocate. We want yarn aceording to the population ba^i^. 
I do not know on what basis the Government are making the allocation and 
1 do not know what the actual amount of yarn ]>er head ot population ^ he 
asked from the Central Government. Mr. Nur Ahmed also has noi jnii 
the amount of allocation of the amount that we should ask the Governmeni 
of India to supply. I would therefore advise Government move iIk 
C entre to allocate at least ‘lb yards of yarn per head of population ot 
Bengal. In order to meet the deheit they can allocate yarn 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Will Mr. Biren Boy allow i. 

a ininut(‘ to make an announcement in connection with the curfew permit-’' 
I want to say that the curfew permits about winch a refeieiiee was rnadi 
ejrlu'r in the lIous(‘ ttalay are available now foi‘ distribution. 

■ Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: We lune permits tor the ears. 

The Hon-*ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The\ are now also available Iot 
S iadividuals. , 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Tbanks for Inith the jiermits. 

Now, Madam, the ])oint T Avas drawing \our attention to is that the 
d(dieit in tlie allocation of cloth for the people of this proxinee twin be mot 
liy allocating more yarn for tb«‘ weavers in Bengal. T]) rill now Ben^.i' 
.fi dependant on the Bombay mills, Madras mills and on tlie mills 'of tlio 
other provinei's. 1 do not know the policy of Government in this mSltVi 
wliother they are willing to allou more mills to be started in Beugal 
wlietb(*r iliev are Avilling to suppl\ us with more spindles. In this m^^ttor. 
we should like to be informed of the position. The position, should )'»■ 
clarified whether if Bengal wants to be industrialised the Governiuent will 
fjielp to start more mills, more spindles instead of only supplying* cotton 
yarn. This, I think, would solve the {>roblem than asking the Cenrtre le 
wllo(‘ate more cotton yarn to Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN; Madam, I welcome the propo^nl 
%bicl^ has been moved bv my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed ara I 
also glad to ftnd that tlie Opposition has also joined bands . with the 
^Qhonrable mover of the resolution. I may tell ray friends fw 
inlbtmaiion that we have l>een pressing u])on the Government of Jndia foi 

iiKTcase of yarn quota of Bengal and we are also not only ^ 

gftyarn fnmi outside Bengal but also from outside India jrftta ntftide 
tries. I believe my friends will be glad to learn ihat^we jtnibg to 
10,000 bales of very giTod yarn from Japan very 
no nwlttation in accepting this proposal and I ^pc the . ,E[dti|eArilJ pa?^^ 
tWS reisblution unaniftiously. 

• Vhli 0hainn« tMrs. CABAN YAPROVA >iDtnVA|ri 1 ia^^rr>n 

fbefore the House thnt iMa A<fdreM W nresenWd hJSlk Ej^Qwnew tlu* 
0‘6feT^lpr ot '‘.ibrouirh. 
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.^sktiv^ouncil with an earnest appeal to His Exiellenc 


l^swuy^'i.uuneii wiin an earnest appeal to His Exeellencv to an 

i^^iate representation to the rroveramenf of India to increase the quJto 
ol enttoit yam allotW to UenKal on the basi* of its population or at leH 
to make^a larger allotment of cotton yarn ecjual to tliat of Madra*. 

.jfhe motion wls'^nt aad aglVed to. - * 


!" the Governor of UenKal throuKh the Hon 'hie the Tresi- 

dentfrfl.^ the Dengal Legislative Council with an earnest rciiucst to His 
>,.xceTleu(«r to, make a stroUK representation to the (ioveriimenf ol India to 
convey to the. British Goveninieut in KiikIuikI the opinion of the .Moslem 
Maje.sty in HeiiKal that the recoiiiniemlatitois of the \n»io 
Auiericaa Commission on ralestine in their report rcceiitiv piil.lishe.r bmiiir 
unjust. agKl-efive and e.vtreniely jiicjudicial to the .\rahs |-..las|„ie had 
(oiitrary to the, principles and iiiirpo.ses ol hotli the .\tl.inlic *1101 C N I f 
CViters, should be rejected in l„t„ and should not he inndcmented under 
a 1131 ciU'umstaDces. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a piuiu oi on\v\. Madam Mv point 
<d mdoT Lystliis that (Ins motion doaK \vitli a '^nhjtat outside ol Tmliu the 
question oT I'ale.stine, and therefon* this Iiou.se has m» lurisdici it„i o\er it 
and iiotJiinji' .should )h' said or done here with respest to I’ah'stnie 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: W have 

dom* it many times; we did it in respiat oi South Atiiea. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We haxe not ,huie .o 


His Excelleii^ 


Chairman (Mrs. LABAN YAPROVA DUTTA): I am umil l. to suy 

aiiything^as this motion has lieeii admitted hy (he llou’ble Ihosidmit aitfif 
txanii nation surely. " ^ 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Madam, this motion deals with a \*oy romplieat4i4,r 
problem -^diich i.s taxing’ tlu‘ best brains (d the Hritish ' tiovernmetit. 
My motion deals with one aspect ol lhat quesljou Madam, b*t me unsure 
M].-(V)ben here that I ha^e nothin^’ to s;i\ against that ^»T(‘at riation; 
Israelites, as wdiose representative he is m tins House. Madam, tE» 
.Moslems and the Jews have been livLli^^ in nian\ conn dies, in many 
I royinces, in many districts very i)eaeetull> and histor\ does not i ite 
instanoes of any aggression on the Jew.s pruelised by tlif‘ Muslims. When 
tlfe 4 rW’s were persecuted in Russia it was Turk(*y whieli gave iliem 
So 1 afisjire Mr. (Aihen that there i.s nothing in this motion against tl)|^ 
Jew^ as a nation. I shall only deal wuth one aspect ot the problem, 
vex^l problem and that is the question fd the .s<‘ttb‘ment of Jews ' 
JPalestine to the satisfaction of both as on this will depend ih# 
.futurd of Palestine. That is a vef-y small country, re.sembling 

fii tl^e Tj . K. The reixjrt of the Anglo-Ameri can (Virnmissioji whien 
ha| on Palestine has suggested the division of that small oouptrv 

ifitp f^p'pejrts, one part for the Jews, one part for the Arabs, one “ 

fjiatnely'^wtisalem, will be under the Mandate and the desert of ^Ttii^erob 
^viji loW another part. Both the Jews and the Arabs protested agaJii^^ 
recommended by the Anglo-American tVmimisMirm 
waaf^t Sccepthbltf the Tews nor to the Arabs. Madam, this was the 
state flro JTow, I think the circumstances have changed. 'Tj?fojr, 

the spite of their be.si attenjpts failed to folv^, th# 

firoBIetli'ift respect of th^ir homeland., M^hen in lf>2.1 ^e 
small province of,Pal^*stiiie they did not 
th|til^that lhl?y iPJbeli^ JDlred ^t . A.h>ter s u perh u ma n di fff b u 1 ti|» 

' • tJ*' <m> 
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Oi-gratoization and it is, i think, an^^pportune momeht. thalk.^il^e opi^ioy 
of the MuslimH should be brought fb the notice of ,-Hi8' M%jes1^ ’s 
Government ^ • , . , 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of informaHonji^ltfadaui. 
The Finance Minister told us a (fw minutes ago that ^curfeW will 

))e issued to the members and that they* would he for persens as w^etl as 
for cars for those members who had cars of their own. But I have just 
now learnt tliat two members of my party have got their edrds for their 
cars, hut iiersoiiH, or individual per persons curds 80*6 not ypt rea4y. He 
announced that they would he distributed here on the Hour of the House. 
May I Jiiiow what the position is iu this respect!^ 

^ Mr. ABDUL RASHID: We have already arranged for personal cards 
to be issued. 


Mr. BIJDY SINGH NAHAR: Does he know the number of the cards!' 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So tar as the names are concerned our 
names were supydied. 

TIm Hon’bid Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Personal permits wei^e ready anil 
those for the curs als(» are ready hut personal cards will be distributed on 
Monday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; I say, Madam, that this is the most ppportune 
moment to move this motion. So 1 uj)peul to tlie Hou>.e to a46pt iii> 
motion. 


Chairman (Mrs. LABANYA PROBHA DUTT): M(dion movect that 
an address he presented to His Excellency the (h)vernor ot Bengal throu<.th 
the IIon’l)](‘ the President of the Bengal Legislative Council with an edrncNt 
request to His Excellency to make a strong re])re.sentation to tho (-rovern- 
lucnt of India to convey to the British (lovcrnmeiit in England tK> opinion 
of the ^loslein subjects of Ills Majesf^- in Bengal that the reconimeudaHoiih 
of the Anglo-American Commissi«>n on Palestine in their rejxirt recently 
jiublished being unjust, aggressivt* and exfreiuely jirejudicial to the 
in Palest iue umL contrarv to the jirincipies and purposes ot lioth the Atlantic 
and TT. (t. (diarters, should he rejected in toto and shouid not Iw 
implemented under any circumstances. ^ 


^^r. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Madam, I cannot see eye to eye with 
<4lll motion moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. That is why it is that mt^^he 
beginning I stood up on a point of order but you w^ere pleaded Hg ,rnle 
that the President had admitted the motion and perhaps there w^i’^iioHiing 
more to say about it. But oftentimes motions are admitted byj ^hair 
aaH are brought in on the Order paper; and then comes the 
tg rtdse any point of order whether it* is in order or not, HowQjre^ I do 
Ibiot want U) embarrass the chair about it on the present ocCasioSy Wt f 
ftimply want to speak on the motion as it stands. Madam, Siaittfer 
to Palestine. The matter has gone up to the F.N.O. JbeeMy 

and the questiem is in the seizin of the Steering Committed of tha H. 
who 'wants that this matter of Palestine should b? taken Ho" the 
A^^epbly and discussed there. Mr. Asaf Ali for India, a memhb} represen- 
ted in the Steering Committee observed that so far as this mAtl^ 
concerned Jews should also be given a^ hearing. Thn r«fisnd[# bflpwst 
the Arabs "hate nut been swc^'eSsful: in- th^ Stemn|r CaiBmlt|bf^o tnka up 
th^ ljtestion to the General Assembly in a foruv^tisMtoiy tiftWm; The 
British, ^tand i)oi»t has beSh qpite' » Ihty. ^ant: m . mtaih »their , 

il^ndatm^ power in Pale|itiiie„aiid y«i tlU# de&e 

hive n direction from % HJtA^n^t^^ Ih^^oSld 

carry ogt the dir^oi 18** *^^ 
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aIi'Ws of thife Ambas>ador of India wiH> i< thore are ooncerned. he seems 
TO Think tliat this question should he det'ided after heariui^- the jews in the 
r X.Ch The opinion of the Jews should not be piven the jro-hv. and ipso 
hicto Palestine cannot be declared as an Arab <iiuutr\ as a whole. The 
ckiifn unrestricted imniijjfratitui into Palesimo and there is iilreudy 
oieat trouble there between the Arabs and dews. In such a contentious 
matter, sitting in the Bengal Legi«'lati\e (\iuncil, toi a nieinber to move 
a (juestion like this and also to tumble the (boernor to nio\e the Viiauoy 
ami then to ask him to send to the British (’abiinM the views ot this llnuse 
jor consideration seems to me altogether an out-iit-thi*-v\ a\ |u (►<•»■>«, |>\ whiidi 
sueh a matter should be decided. 

Ahnlani, the question is already beloie the C. N. ( ). and 1 do mn think 
tin- intricate question of ])olicv regarding l‘alesiin(‘ slnmld be a subject 
matter of representation from the nnunbers of this Hmme. I tlierc'iure 
<.jt]K)S(‘ the motion. The Arabs liowtuei have oui svntpaih^ in *ihe dillieiilt 
] 0 - 1 1 ion they are in. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: M.d am, as semitie raei's, thi' lel.ilion IxUvveen 
.b'w^ ind Muhammmlans Inue always been tiiendly and li.innonioiis, since 
iia\ sliuTod a great many things in eommon in leligioiis ilioui.di1 and 
jam ime as w'cll as m various other malteis. If is a mattei ot dei'p u'gud 
but ( iicunislances have arisen to cumte the presmit unhappy situation 
nunc especially at a time wlnui the unfortunate plig-hl oj (lu- dews who 
!,tvc suffeicd a maityj'dnm the niagniliide of wlindi has no paialhd in (he 
wnibl's history should have st i entrlliened th(‘ rm ial tn‘s bet w eeii the t wo 
Uit'-iisoly. SoDic .sinisiei intluiMict* seems to havi* cieated this uimaiunil 
sitiiatioii, this division between dews and M uhammad.nis jo have transfornn'd 
biat liieiidsliiji to t!ie inimical ieidings now pi ev.iil]n< 4 . It is no serriM 
li.al ilie BaHouj Jteeiaration was mad(* after eonsullatioii with and approval 
o’ King Faisul mid with the Idessing' oj the League of \alioiis. No 
o-'.f rietion was imposed in the m.ittei (d hringing into Lalestmi' as many 
L'W V ;i^ tlie couniiv can absotd* the aim heing to i('''eue them honi tin* 
o'lihie conseijuenei^s nf a nti-sennt uni which later iindei Hiller's riih' 
assumed iiiiprecedml piopoi tioiis. An (‘\peit survey oi the count rv dis- 
closed that Ihilcstine is taipahle of absorbing 4 to o millions dews li (ln‘ 
iernarkablc dc\ clojmicnts hitherto carried out would he continuml on at 
ic. st an (‘qiial scale: and those dt'vclopments aheady earned out, can they 
b(‘ said not to have contributed juiidnmcniall y to Arab intciests and 
Welfare as well I-" Perhaps because immigration bas liecn on a bigger and 
nuie lapid scab’ is tlu case of tlie piesent tens(> feiding, but could it havi 
I'oeu avoided under the circumstances « r(*a ted by Hillers evtm rimiatiou 
pi'hieyP Tliougb Hitler’s rule lias ended and yet a(<ording to authorita- 
t’ve lepurtsj the ])light of the Jews in iMiiojn* u no beftiM fo-dav, in vvlial 
!" known as “the occupied areas of JKoiqic” I lie\ are still hoiued in 
roncennatinn camps, and in Poland and parts of (ierinany tbey continue to 
he victims of aiiti-semitisni. Sboubl not the Arabs be the foremost 
]" ople of the world to come to the rescue of their brothers, to let the dews 
f 'wl a sanctuary iii the countiy to whn h they belong, and with the jieopb- 
^'ith whom they are racially bound. It has been questioned why America, 
Australia and other place.s do not open their doom to these displaced 
p' ople, Will that solve the Jewish problem? ill it protect thf*m from 
insidious cult of anti-semitisni ? Is it not understandable that only 

a senntie land tbey can feel that such a tiling as th<' curse of anti- 
''emitism cannot germinate? Jews and Arabs in the clos(*st bond of unity 
‘‘‘n be expected to see to that with regard to the recommendation of the 
Aug-b>.j^jjjpj.jp^jj Pommissioii made some months hack to permit the entry 
'J 100,000 Jews as quickly as possible, I legrct it w^as not looked at from 
humanitarian point of view. 

Hitler exterminated millions. Should not the Arabs, our brothers, 
"tn^tch forth a helping hand to such number of these people as the country 
JO 
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(*nn nlmorb to find a sanctuary there instead of joining those who were not 
allowed to have anywhere to lay their heads but the cold grave? I am not 
cn iny feet now to discuss politics but solely to plead humanity, to plead 
that we continue to slay that horrid monster anti-semi tism, to defeat it by 
vigorously associating ourselves lyth the divine policy of preservation 
against the devilish policy of destruction. 

When T refer to the policy of destruction, I cannot refrain from con. 
(lemning in ilie strongest terms the series of terrorist outrages in Palestine 
The dewisli community in Calcutta have condemned in one voice tliesp 
dastardly, shameful, senseless acts whi<*h has entailed the loss oi >o mam 
precious human Jives including Jews. The spirit of violence doe.> no good 
to any cause and worse still if it Ls exercised by those who have themse!Te>! 
]>eeu the victims of violence and who have experienced the ^ll^t'elings wliidi 
follow in it^ trail. The fundamental issues of the Jewish rights and statu, 
in Palestine, and of international responsibility for the solution of the twu, 
problems of Ihilestine and the Jewish people have now been raised afresli 
befoi'e the C.N.O. The eyes of dews iluoughoiit the world are turned t*. 
iluun. Ihih'stine and the Jewisli problem is a world responsibility and only 
tlie r.N.O. can show the way. 

Mfi 8YED BADRUDDUJA : Madam, I had no mind to take part iu 
th(‘ debate this afternoon but after tlie observations of Mr. Das and certain 
remarks tliat have been made by my esteemed friend Mr, Colien, 1 feel i 
tihould join issue on a question rit such momentous significance not onl;. 
to the ^losliniB ol tlie East but also to the Muslims of the wln)le world. You 
know. Madam, lhalestine is sacred to the Muslims, to the Jews as also ’.u 
the (liristiaiis. Palestine has been associated with the memories ot tlif 
Greatest Ib'opliets and is a place from which Muslims derive their inspira- 
tion. We do mtt for a single moment hold the proposition that the Jev> 

should have no (quarter, no shelter, n(» homeland in the world or that they 

should in any way be maltreated. Put from this it does not necessarily 
follow that the Arabs should be unjustly overpowered by Jewish iinmi- 
grunts. This unfortunate state of things ean be traced back to the IbiHoiu 
Declaration. The dubious and perfidious policy of tlie British Governmeni 
is responsible for tlie disastrous effect upon the Arabs in Palestine and foi 
the ill-treatmeni of the Muslims in the East. The Britisli Government 
held out assuraiH’es to Miislems regarding the integrity of the 
homelands (if Islam. The Balfour Declaration on the other ham! 

held out the assurance that a homeland would provided in Pale>litie 
for the Jews but tlie Arabs could never agree to this proposal 
Now, these assurances are evidently inconsistent and etmti‘adictor> 
Just as in India the Britisli (loveniiupnt are Inddiiig out certain 
assurances to the Congress and .some other to the Muslim League 
with the result that the situation has become so complicated that 

in spite of the appeal of the two great leaders of public opinion it cannot 
be controlled. The people are now asking for partition of this country 
between the two great communities. Similar is the position in Palestine- 
1'here also the same policy obtains. That is unfortunately the policy of 
British imperialism all over the world. In this connection we are 
reminded of the memorable words of late Maulaua Mohammed Ali, Leadc 
of the Khilafat Delegation in England. He was confronted with an 
observation by late Lloyd George the then Prime Minister of England 
Mr. Lloyd George told Mr. Mohammed Ali “You are talking glibly 
of integrity of the liomelands -* 0 ! Islam but what have you done with 
regard to the atrocities that have been perpetuated upon the Armenian^ 
by the Turks. Mr. Mohammad Ali retorted by saying “No international 
investigation has yet been instituted to enquire into the matter. But if 
be proved to the satisfaction of the wliole civilized world that the' Turks 
have been actually a^ilty of the charges levelled against them we win 
wash our hands off t£« Twka. It is much more important for us Uiat net 
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with ^e satae lofty ideal m our genuine sympathies for the Arabs of iCles* 
^e. We i^t a square deal for them and certainly no injustice for oth^T 
^aturaUy apprehensions of my friend Mr. Moor Ahmed and other 
Modem Utbren in the east are fully justified. Not for a single mon ent 
Shull I however cast anv reflect.on upon the .lews. The ndat “s 
between the Jews and the Arabs have been most cordial and happv and 
three prophets of the world emanated practically from the .same region of 
the globe. According to our religion, according to Islam, we have got to 
show equal respect, equal venerafon. equal rcgar.l, equal ad.nirati.m to 
all, to Moses, to .Jesus and to Hazrat Muhammed alike. Thev are all 
brothers be onging to the same fraternity, to the same Semiti,. nme. Fr..in 
the soil of the desert caine all the great prophet^ of tlie world. There has 
been a continuity of religious dow from the eternal o(‘ean of light co- 
ordination of the efforts of the great prophets of the Semitic -Race for the 
common good of mankind and the stream of their cultures ha.s flf»wed on 
throughout the whole Awudd purging and cleansing all impurities and 
dross that had gathered round the i»ristinc gl.»rv ot {UhVh message We 
have absolute s>mipathy for the Jews and wt^ nmdcmii in no uncertain 
terms the Jiorrors perpetrated hy the atrocious tierman Na^tis hfuoled hv 
Hitler upon the Jew.s, during tlie Great AVar hut that is no reason why the 
poor Arabs should suffer distress and humilation to-day. Not merelv the 
Aral) Mu.slims hut the Arab Ghristiaiis as well have joined to fight' this 
domination sought to lie impo.sed upon tlie Arab (’hristians and Muslims and 
they are standing against this perfidious, this mischievous, this sinister, this 
dangerous policy pursued hy the British Government timlay. F(»r sometime 
past, owing to the international situation, this (jin'stion ha*- assumed very 
serious proportions and the British Government is now .sitting on the fence, 
wateliing tlu' situation hcHoinsf^ Palestine is sought to lu* kept hy them us a 
for future warfare. The British (iovernment is, there tore, i»i«lin^ 
time, watching the developments and repiTfUssions in iniei national jxdities 
due to the agitation of tin* Jews and the Arabs about Palestine. The time 
has come for also the Muslims of India to realise the implications of the 
sl.nid taken hy the Bidtish Governnnmt foi flei iding tin* isMie hv an Anglo- 
American Coniinission jiossihly in favour of the Jews to the detriment of 
the Arabs. We are showing no enmity, no jealons\, no hatre<l. lu) aversion 
towards the Jews, hut we have got U) see that the p»isiiion fd the Arabs i.s 
uot disturbed nor is their indeteasilile right <hdeat<*<l in an> >\av. These 
Arabs eonsfitute the largest majority of jieojih* who huiit up Palestine as 
we find it to-day, who eoutrihuted to its gh»r\ and ‘<trengtli. Palestine 
rightly belongs to them and no foreignei- has any right to cur rriach upon 
the integrity of their homeland. 1 would appeal to my friends onposite to 
filled their complex in regard to this very important matter, when the Indian 
Aationa] Congress headed by Pandit Jawaharlal Neliru is showing 
^vmpathie8 to the Arabs in Pale.stine in their humiliation, it is a misfortune 
fhat the Deputy I^eader of tlie Conpfress Party in this House Mhould he ho 
^^uspicious over a question like this affecting so vitally the Arabs of 
Palestine avoid a discu.ssion of this matter and should raise the question of 
.jurisdiction of this House for di.scussion thereof. In this, though the 
Muslims in India are not directly affected, it will affect their cultural 
hegemony, the position and integrity of the Muslims all over tlie world. In 
all this I do not mean any reflection on any other culture, any other 
t'ivilhmtion, any other school of thought, any other ideology, or any other 
class of, people in the World. I am of the opinion that we should show our 
fullest sympathy with the Arabs who are in great difficulties and are pat#- 
iug through the mo.st critical phase of their national existence. 

With these words I .support the motion before the House. 

. Tfie Mr. SAIYED MUAUAMUODiN H08AIN? As is usual 

lu cases like this we will forward the proceedings of the House to tbe i 
appropriate authorities for necessary action. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTY): The question before 
the House is that an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
of Ben^jal through the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council with an earnest request to His Excellency to make a strong re- 
presentation to the Government of India to convey to the British Govern- 
ment in England the opinion of rae Moslem subjects of His Majesty in 
Bengal that the recommendations of the Anglo-American Commission on 
Palestine in their report recently published being unjust, aggressive and 
extremely prejudicial to the Arabs in Palestine and contrary to the prin- 
ciples and purposes of both the Atlantic and IJ.N.O. Charters, should be 
rejected in toU) and should not be implemented under any circumstances. 

The question was put and agreed 1o. 

Mr. NU RAMMED: 1 beg to move that an Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Ilon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to His Excellency 
to strongly urge uport the Government of India to take immediate and 
effective 8te]js to ensure the free movement (d‘ the peojjle of liengal to and 
from Burma so that no discrimination can be made against the people of 
Bengal in any field of any activity in Buriiia as c(»mpared with the 
Britishers ana nationals of other countries in view of the great parts 
which the people of Bengal have played in the develo[)nient of Burma’s 
national life and economy for decades ])ast and in view of the just rights 
of the people of Bengal to take proper i)la(*e in the rehabilitation and 

reconstruction of Burma and to re-esfabii^h themselves in the various 
activities of this country. 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): The question 
before the House is that an Address he presented to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal through the Hon'ble the President of 
the Bengal J/egislative Council with an earnest a])peal to His Excellency 
to strongly urge upon the (roverninent (jf India to take immediate and 
effective steps to ensure the fnn* movement ot the j)eo])le of Bengal to and 
from Burma so that no discrimination can be mane against the people of 
Bengal in anv field of any activity in Burma as compared with tlie 
Britishers and nationals of other countries in view of the great part> 
which the people of Bengal have rdayed in the development of Burma's 
national life and economy for decades past and in view of the just right*' 
of the people of Bengal to take proper nlace in the rehabilitation and 

reconstruction of Burma and to re-cstahli‘>h tliemselves in the various 
activities of this country. 

Khtn BahMiur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HOQUE: Madam, I rise to 
support the motion and expect that as the matter concerns the whole of 
Bengal without the distinction of caste or creed, my friends of the Congress 
Party will not oppose it but will join with us in accepting it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT); The question 
before tbe House is that an Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal through the Hon'ble the President of 
the Bengal I^egislative Council with an earnest appeal to His Excellency 

to strongly urge upon the Government of India to take immediate and 

effective steps to ensure the free movement of the i»eople of Bengal to and 
from Burma so that no discrimination can be ma(fe against the people of 
Bengal in any field of any acBvity in Burma as compared with the 
Britishers and nationals of oth§r countries in view of the great parts 
which the people of Bengal have played in tbe development of Burma’s 
national life and economy for decades past and in view of the just rights 
of the people of Bengal to take pro|)er place in the rehabilitation and 

reconstruction of Burma and to re-establish themselves in the various 
activities of this country, ^ 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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te^mcy Wi it™ily urm n5m“r o”*rm!iil”5"“dirT^Miifl 

ipeoial naui^osl .school at Chittagong for the benefit of the people of Bengal. 
*.^*‘*y ®i****'?|?* ***** - Madam, I rise on a point of order. 


Mr. Amulyadhone Roy in absent and is not 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID i Mr. Amuivadhone Roy 
?oing to move his motion. The motion that Mr. Kur Ahmed has moved 
just now 18 his own motion and not that of Mr. Roy. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Oh, I am sorry. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr^ LABANYAPROBHA DUTY): Motion moved that 

an Address be presented to His h.xcclleiiey the Governor of Bengal thrornrh 
the Hon ble the President of the Jhmgal Legislative Coimeil with an ear^st 
appeal ^ His Lxeelleney to stroiifrly urgre upon the Government of India 
to establish a special nautical sehool at Chittagong for the bonetit of the 
people of Bengal. 


Th. Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UBDIN AHMED: (hi behalf of Government 

1 can say that this is one of the objects which the Bengal Government 
18 always urging upon the Centre. I myself think that this motion should 
be passed on to the Government of India. 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Gn a point of information, Madam. 
Ihe point is this: will the Hon’ble Minister please explain as to why 
the present Ministry and its party while it does not want Bengal to be 
under the Centre should be pleased to urge upon the (‘entre to do certain 
things for them from time to time? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: But we have not yet 
separated. We are still governed under the Government of India Act, 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Since you want to separate from the 
Gover^eni of In<lia, why go to them for help. Why don’t you yourself 
establish a nautical school with your own resourcies? 1 oj)pose the motion. 

• . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Have I got the right of making a 
speech? Will you allow us to continue the debate till another day? 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): The House standi 
adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 5th May. 


Adjoumiiitiit 


Tlfe B^se then adjourned till 1:30 p.m. on Monday, ihe 6Ui May, 



7K 


KEMBEBS ABSMf « 

Minlitfi alitiiii 




The following membenB were abeent from the meeting held on the !^d 

Hay, 1947:- 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed# 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3^ Khan Bahadur Byed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(6) Mr. Kamini Kumar Datta. 

(7) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

( 9 ) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahammed dan 

(11) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(12) Mr. Nagendra Nath MoholanobiBh. 

(13) Mr. (leorgd Morgan, c.i.k. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Paihaii. 

(15) Dr. Kumud vSankar Roy. 

(16) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 
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First SsssiOfi, 1947->No. 38. 


Titb Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- ' 
iug, Calcutta, on Mondaj;, the oth May, 1947, at 1--^ being the 

;iSth day of the Fipt Session of 1947, pursuant to section (a) of the 

(Toverument of India Act, 19»15. 

Mr. l^resident (the Hou’ble Sir Buoy Prvsad Singh Roy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. ABDULh RASHID: The question standing in the name of the 
lloii’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies may be postponed as he will 
nut be able to come. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I understand the Hon’ble Mr. (jofrun will not be 
able to come. So his questions are postponed. His questions are 115, 
lie and 117. 

House shortage in the urban and industrial areas of Bengal. 

118. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Dejiartment of Health and liocal Self-Government l>e pleased to state 
)t any plan has l>eeu pre])ared and put into operation by the Government 
ut Bengal to make up bousing shortage in urnan and industrial areas of 
Bengali^ 

(b) Uo the Government of Bengal propose to ask managements of all 
industrial establishments in the city and urban areas of Bengal h) provide 
residential accommodation to their employees so as to relieve the acute 
liuu.sing shortage and high rent? 

<c) Do the Government of Bengal propose to provide residential accom- 
modation to their own employees? 

(d) Do the Government of Bengal propose to establish a House Board 
for the above purpose? 

(e) Do the Governmenl propose to launch a scheme to encourage and 
subsidise all private house-building enterprises? 

Mr. ADDUL RASHID, Parliamantary Saorutary (on behalf of tbo 
Miniator in ohargo of the Dopartmont of Health and Looal Mf-Govam- 
"wot); (a) and W Yes, 

{(>} No. 

(c) and (e) These are under consideration. 

Number of 'heapitgla oponod for Bihar rafugam in Bengal. 

^ 119. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL (on behalf of Mr. Nagonc^a 
"•th MahalailOhis: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge oi the 
Hepartment of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state how 
hospitals have been opened Tor Bihar refugees in Bengal during 
J^cent diaturhances there? 

82 
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Mr. ABDUL RA8HIII, Partiameiitary SijpriUnf (on botiolf of MiHister 
ki elii^ of tho OifNUti^ of Hoiltfi tntf LOOM SoiMkivoriiiiMiiO: The 

following temporary hoapilals have been opened for wj medical relief of the 
sick amongst the refugees from the Province of Bihar: — 

One 100-bedded hospital at Asansol (district Burdwan). 

One 50-bedded hospital at GP'ushkara (district Burdwan), 

One 20-bedded hospital at Salboni (district Midnapore). 

One 20-bedded hospital at Basudebpiir (district Bankura). 

One 50-bedded hospital at Parbatipur (district Dinajpur). 

One 20-bedded hospital at Digri (district Midnapore). 

Mr. LALIT CHANDARA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state w’hether all these beds are filled uj) with patients? 

Mr. ABI8UL RASHID (for the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Cofran): That I 
cannot say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (\ui you give us an idea what is the 
reason for having so many hospitals in so many dift'erent places? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: These hospitals have been opened because of 
the treatment of IJehari refugees which was nec'essarv then. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many patients were admitted and how many treated and ho\\ 
many discharged? 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: That I cannot say ofi’hand how many were 
admitted and how many discharged. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, let him take time to let us have 
the infonnution, because if there is no patients or a few of them, what 
the use of this unnecessary expenditure. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: If you give us notiee of a fresh question that 
will be answered. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Why can it not be done in this ques- 
tion? We want to know why so much money has been s])ent when there i> 
no sufficient patients in the hos]>ital8. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID Sir, unless this question is renewed how can it be 
answered ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so. If you want the infonnation, Mr. Das. 
you better put a question on these lines. 

Number of rural diepensaries under distriot boards, local boards and union 
boards in Bengal. 

120. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will tbe Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

fa) the number of rural dispensaries under district boards, local boards 
and union boards in Bengal; 

(b) the number of such dispensaries having beds for indoor patients; 

(c) if he will place before t^ House a statement of these figures, district 

by district; and 

(d) if tbe Government propose to arrange for indoor hospitals with small 

number of beds in each of district board and union Wrd dispen* 
series to form a nucleus of primary health centre as envisaged 
by the JBhore Committee? 
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[c) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(d) No. Government are, however, considerin^r a P.W.D. Scheme 
\oi increasing the number of rural dispensaries by the establishment of model 
(ijspensaries each with four indoor beds and at a cost of about Ks. 60,000. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a jioint of information, Sir. (bir 
|M*ssion began on the *ird February, 1947, and ue have put in many (questions 
I so far. May I know the total number of questions that were jlut by t he 
members and the number of questions answered!" 1 believe that from tlie 
tew number of questions that are being answered dai]> there must bo a 
large number of unanswered questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The information can be siqiplied by day after to- 
morrow. 


The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Now, we take up the Bengal Acquisition of Waste 
Land Bill. 


Clause 1. 

Clause 1 stand part of (be Bill, 

Amendments Nos. 1 and 2 by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and Kai Bahadur 
liojendra Mohan Moitra are out of order. No. 2 .stand.s in the name Mr. 
Cihar. Yes, Mr, Nahar. 

Mr, BlilOY SINGH NAHAR; Sir, I beg to move that in suh-clauHt 
1) of clause 1 of the Bill, before the w'ord “Bengal” in line 1, the words 
^orth and Ea.st” be inserted. 

!^ir, Government wants thi.s Bill to he introduced throughout the whole 
1 Hengal. We want that this should come into operation in North and 
Bengal only and not in West Bengiil. We know that a great change 
going to happen in Bengal and there is every chance of Bengal being 
I'ided into two sections very soon and so we from this side do not want 
ly such Bill to come into operation now. It has lieen mentioned by the 
"verument and the other day by Mr. Nur Ahmed that these lands were 
he acquired for the Bihar refugees *vho have come to Bengal. Sir, w'e 
> not want that these refugees should live in Bengal or at least in this 
rt of Benjral. W> want that they should go back to their own places 
d to be rehabilitated tWe. But if the Government of Bengal is deter- 
ned or is very anxious to have them in Bengal, Sir, I would urge them 
do that in East Bengal where there will not he any trouble to keep them. 

here in West Bengal if the Government wants to keep them by ac<iuiring 
*ds from different persons they will create trouble. We are already in 
^ midst of troubles and we do not want that there should be more troubles. 

Provisions of this Bill should not apply to West Bengal or Central 
*igal. That is the main reason why I have moved this amendment. 

The other reasons are these that* we are fighting for dividing Bengal 
two iparta— one will be Pakistan and the other will be Hindustan, 
d this IS going to be done very soon. The new Goverament that is going 
o^’iginate woiud, if necessary, may pass any such Bill. 
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Sir, we do not want that this sort of Bills, which are most commui 
in effect, should have any force of law in such parts of the country wh 
^hey are the least needed. The next point is this that the Governim 
whether it is Hindustan or Pakistan Government, is going to acquire, tl 
are sure to ac^quire the zemand^ rights of each place and under the ( 
cumstances, Sir, all lands wdll Belong to the State and if the Govemiiu 
thinks, as was explained the other dav by the Leader of the House, tl 
they should have these lands even betore the operation of the other ] 
a(‘quiring zemindari rights, that in the meantime they want the operat 
of this Bill to take effect, in that case, we do not like this. Sir, if i 
Government decides that, even before acquiring the zemindjaries, they sij 
acf^uire these waste lands practically for nothing, without proper coin]) 
sation to the landlords or the owners or anybody interested in them, 
Government can, if they so please, do so in the districts and places nli 
they think they won’t nave any difficulty or opposition from the people 
the place. ^ The peojjle may even be willing parties to the action of 
Government. There are many landlords here from the eastern part 
Bengal. They may be willing to hand over their lands to you for nothi 
as you represent them and not all but we, Sir, who belong to the west) 
part and central part of Bengal would never like that our lands, the lai 
of the people in general, the lands of the poor especially, the lands of i 
rich people or the lands of anyone else should be acquired by the pres 
Government for the purjmses they have mentioned. These are the mi 
reasons for my ])utting in the amendment that the word, “Bengal” shoi 
be changed into North and East Bengal and I hope that if the Governmi 
is serious, if they really want that tliis Bill should be passed into an ; 
and should come into o])eration they should accept my amendment. 0th 
wise it will be im])ossible, 1 would say it again most strongly it would 
impossible for them to acquire even one single piece of land in West) 
Bengal. Sir, the people will not take this expropriation lying down; 
people are determined not to accept these laws and not to work them ; tl 
will refuse to abide by your these bad laws, these communal laws, th 
one-sided laws wliich may interest your party, and in which your pa 
may be interested — none else. The i)eople will refuse to allow' their lai 
to i)e acquired as a result of which trouble will arise and you can lie 
imagine, you can never dream of the troubles that are ahead of you. 
you foi‘ciblv w’aut to do these things. I w'ould w’arn the Government tl 
they should be careful enough not to invite any further trouble and wl 
we are on the verge of Freedom, when we are going to have the th 
party go out of India; we should not invite new troubles for nothing; 
no purpo.se. If you really want to cultivate these waste lands there 
various ways and means of doing it and the people will be willing to g 
you the lands but if you forcibly want to acquire them to serve your o 
purpose; to serv'e your own party and to serve certain sections of your o 
community at the cost of the people, the people will not take it lying do^ 
They will revolt and will never give you an inch of land. These are 
reasons why the words “North and ’East” should be inserted in line 1 
Bill clause 1 before the word “Bengal”. 

Ml*! PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in s 
clause (I) of clause 1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” in line 1, 
words “North and East” be inserted. 

Mr* SATiSH CHANDRA SEN: I support this amendment although 
is not to my liking. My reason for supporting this amendment is 
previous statement when thj^ (question of recommittal of the entire Bill ^ 
Wng considered. I then pointed out in view of our opposition and 
view of the large number of amendments given by the oppsition that 
would he discreet on theh part of the Government to have the Bill tecot 
dered in the light of the amendments, but unfortunately, Sir, rei^son or 
reason, by sheer vote and hr sheer abuse of pwer the Qovemment 
defeated those amendments and got passed their own motion. Sir, ^ 
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U a very unfortuiiate situation which I have found here in my experience. 
It is only for that reason that I am goinjr to support this amendment. 
AVhile the previous amendment was beinjjr discussed I told the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of this Bill tliat the j)rovisions that were going to be 
enacted in tlus Bill were also incorporated in the State Acquisition Bill 
which was being introduced in the other Rouse, whh'h contained practically 
‘similar provisions. So I asked what was the necessity to hurry Uiis Bill 
through with almost identical provisions in this manner in this House, in 
the teeth of all opposition and in the teeth of this feeling of the opposition 
if there were no ulterior motive behind it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Sen you should <M>ine back to the 
anienduient itself. Ihis is n()t the stage when you can s|,)eak in general 
terms, on the provisions of this Bill, but >ou imiNt >peak to the specitio 
amendment. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN. T bow 1(» yjmr decision, Sir.* It is only 
rui that account that 1 am expres.siiig my iK)>ition as to why I am su])porting 
[the present amendment; it is only for that reason that I am explaining the 
! matter in this w'ay : it is relevant in that way. Sir. I may sav that if 
I tliey want it, let it be i)asse(l as the amendment wi.slies to convev tfie desire, 
let it be passed with regard to Ea.st Bengal and North Bengal. It seems 
necessary that I should give my reason for that. I am still going to j)lace 
l»ef(*re the Hon'ble Minister and the House my views as the Hon*ble Minis- 
ter on the last occasion [xunted out that waste lands wen* not covered hy 
the State Actpiisition Bill. 1 am really sorry that that is what the Hon’ble 
Minister had stated that waste lands were not covered by that Hill (as he 
denies now), but Sir, tlii^t is not .so, tor 1 have taken paitii ular note of the 
proceedings in this connection and let the pnM*eedings ol that day be en- 
(juired into and it will be found that waste lands are ac1ual!\ covered by 
that Bill. AVhat is the motive for passing the juestmt Hill*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. I di<l not H.,y any sm li 
thing: what 1 did say is this: waste lands shoubl la* ai’ijuired first, and 
at mice. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: And ^^h^y That is the reason that I 
enquired. Why the.*se wa.ste lands .should be acquired tirsl!^ A true picture 
"t the position should have be(*n gi\en on that occasion. The second point 
as it has been pointed out by nl\ frit'iids of the ministei ialist party wa8 
that waste lands w'cre to be acquiied )>er;nis«* landb'S'. peojde, etc., had to 
he supjilied w’ith lands, and it was also stat«*d that the Congress party and 
tile opposition were objecting to that cour.se. Are \ou simerel’' That w'lo* 
the I'harge levelled against us My submission is this ; are members of 
the ministerialist party sincere in their .statements;" So far as I remember, 
^tr, I have gone into the State Ac<|uisition Hill and, llu*re also the same 
fuovisions are put in. There the Hon’ble Minister-in-rhaige .stales tliut. it 
is also considered neces.sarv that all >ur])lq^s cultivable lands held by pro- 
prietors, tenure-holders and raiyats in excess of certain pre.scribed standurd 
'hould be acquired with a view to their distribution amongst petty cultiva- 
landless labourers aud hnraadars so as to provide them with economic 
'hidings. Exactly a similar motive is the underlying jirinciple of this HilL 

Exactly the same motive which has been said to be the underlying 
f'^ineiple of this Art. If that be the jio^itioii why are you postponing the 
''fate Acquisition Bill ; when jam are incorporating that Bill why are you 
ashing through this BilIP S(^ we suspect there has been some ulterior 
motive. As I have said 1 do n<»t agree with the wording of the amendment, 
as it seems there is a motive behind this Bill other than what has 
aguely been stated in the Statement oi Objects and Reasons, for that 
eason I support the amendment and alth<mgh I do not like the amendment 
support it for the reason stated. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, the reaeons for which 1 a 
flupporting this ameudment are these: In the first place it wonld be burde 
ing the Statue with, if I may say so, a black Act — ^black, because 
supports communalism. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Dutta, kindly come back to the spe<ii 
amendment. You are talking oj^ the general principle. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Yes, Sir, I am coming back to ] 
If they are really in a huriy to act upon the Bill the safer course for the 
is to accept this* amendment, naraelv the words “North and East” inserts 
i)efore the word “Bengal”. Then they will have no trouble, and we v,] 
also be saved from the trouble, and they can have it as best as you like, 
they do not accept it they are courting trouble, as my friends have alrea( 
stated, and they should not at this particular moment precipitate it I 
bringing in this sort of legislation. The events that are happening ai 
so irresistible that it would not be wise to shut their eyes to these realitie 
Things have come to such a pass that it would be impossible to resist 
partition of this province. I can tell Government frankly that if anyor 
iH responsible for this move of partition it is their Bills and Acts and the 
acts outside this House and they are primarily responsible for this partitioi 
T would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister to accept this amendmci 
and carry on merrily with his acquisition so far as northern and easier 
parts of Bengal are concerned. Sir, if the idea is as is stated in ti 
Statement of Objects and Heasons, it is incorporated in the provisions < 
the previous Bill. You have, so far as the zemindars are concerned, l)C(' 
able to successfully tackle that question. 

Now, you are on the middle class. Very well, if you w’ant to drive yoi 
wedge* against the middle class, by all means do it, concentrate your attci 
tiou to that part of Bengal where you can drive it easily and jierhai 
peacefully. 

With these wcu’ds. Sir, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, T am sorry to say tli: 

the Opposition and also my friend Mr. Sen who claims that he does lu 
belong to the Congress are deliberately speaking things which they thou 
selves know to he untrue. (Mr. Latjt Cii.\ni>ka Das: Question.) I lK^^ 
explained already in reply to Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s question that tli 
miestion of settlement of laud with Beharis does not arise at present. Tli 
Bihar refugees are here. We have accommodated them. If their o\v 
Oovernmeiit (^o not create a condition whereby the refugees may feel 
Heuse of .security and if the Government do not win them over and take thoi 
back, then only thi.s question of settling lands with them will arise. I 
they ha])pen at any point of time to form a part of the population of Bengi; 
then in that ease 1 will not make any discrimination between the Bihi^ 
refugees and the population of Bengal, because they by that time will fori 
a part of the ])()pulation of Bengal. 

Now, with regard to the settlement of land, it may be said also tha 
we are acquiring these lands for various other reasons. I have told tli 
House why we were acquiring these Idnds. Now, the Congress with ^ 
much fuss and solicitude is putting a different interpretation. Withou 
doing that, if they would have frankly opposed the Bill, we would ba^ 
understood tbein. But they are determined to put a meaning which sent’ 
their own purpose. I cannot accept the position of Mr. Nahar when h 
says that Bengal is goini? to J5e divided and there should be no such legi-* 
lation now. Though T nave already said previously that I have brougli 
this Bill on the basis that Bengal is one. Therefore if Bengal is dividetl 
w*hich I do not think it will ever l)e, that will be an altogether differeir 
inattOT, This is a controversj\ w’hich you are bringing here only as ^ 
delaying tactics. (Mr. Bankim Ch.\ndha Dctta : Question.) 
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Aft to Uik Sen, he does not find any urgency in this Bill. He sajTj that 
the provisions of this Bill might have oeen incorporated in the State Acc^ui- 
^ition Bill and as we have not done that, we must have ftomething behind 
our mind. I am sorrj^ to say that a man of hift experience after having 
read the Statement of Objects and Reasons should not have said that there 
no urgency about the matter. Have I not told that lauds iu Bankuru and 
Jlirbhum are being turned into deserts by the ero.sious, and so it is neces- 
sary to acquire them for afforestation schemes? Did I not say that these 
vast tracts of lands — waste lands — are required to he acquired for the affore- 
station purpose, if not for any other purpose. They sav there is no urgency 
but do they not feel the urgency of the irrigation schemes that are to be 
iiuroduced in the West Bengal? Did I not mention that these waste land* 
urc required to be acquired for these irrigation scliemes? 

I brought in a Bill separately from the Bengal State Acquisition and 
Tenancy Bill so that I might accpiire waste lands as apart froih the acqui- 
sition of the zamiiidary estates to which the waste lands belong. That ift 
the reason why I have brouglit this separate Bill and the reason is that 
even after the State Actjuisition Bill conies into e.xistence, t.r., even when 
it is ])laced on the Statute Book it will require con.siderahle length of 
lime after that to aetjuire all the states of Bengal. That is the rea.son why 
it is difficult to acquire waste lands immediately under that Act. Now 
jiere the waste lands will he acquired only for those development project® 
uliich will be ushered iu by the (joverninent immediately and for that 
luirfiose this Bill is urgently uecessarv and the Dp}»(>siti(ui, if they want to 
«'|»p()se the Bill, let them do so frankly and not by distorting the position 
lit the Government or (^storting the statements made liy me. I oppose the 
amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is (hat in sub-clause 
(/' of clause 1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengar* in hnc 1, the words 
“Xorth and East” be inserted. 


The (pie.stion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lain Chandra Das 
Mr, Bankim Chandra Dutta 
Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan 
Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 


Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Roy 
Mr. Biron Roy 
Mr. BIswanath Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanya! 

Mr. Satith Chandra San 


NOES— 21. 


Mr. Abdutla-ai-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmad 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Moazitffl Hotsain Chowdhury 

Ml*- Ham^ Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syad Faila RabM Chowdhury 

Mr. E. 0. Doyna 

Mrs. Labanyanrobha Dutta 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoodul Haqua 


Mr. G. 4 . K. Hook 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. Saiyad Muazzamuddin 
Hoaaaln 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Syad Abdul Majid 

Th« Hon'bla Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy 

Mr. Md. TauAq 

Khan Sahib Mouivi WahMuzziman 


Ayes being 10 and Noes 21 the motion was lost. 

Mr, BiswftnAth Roy: I beg to move that iu sub-clause (D of clause 1 
the Bill, before the word “^Bengal” in line 1, the wwd * East” be inserted. 

^ir, I have not included the word *‘North” as it was previou-sly moved 
' others and I have done so because the entire North Benj;^! is not incbid- 
iu the proposed partition scheme of Bengal. Certain ilistricts of North 
J^ngal are contemplated to be included in the new province of AVestem 
^‘^ngal.* I also agree with the arguments put forward by my friend# here 
u connection with the division of Bengal and I feel that when the new 
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proTince is going to fee formed in Western Bengal it should be allowed to 
decide its own destiny and it would not be proper for the outgoing Ministry 
to leave a legacy^ for the Ministry of the new province. They should come 
forward to decide as to how to effect an all-round improvement of the new 
province. I therefore feel that my friends opposite should allow us to have 
a partition and allow us to formulate our own schemes for the development 
of our own new province. We feel that the problems of the Western 
Bengal to make improvements about agricultural products and other things 
should be left to the representatives of the new province because their policy 
may not be on the same lines as the present Bill contemplates. I feel my 
friends opposite will accept the amenament. 

Mf« PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 
1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” the word “East” be inserted. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I want to have a 
ruJing from' you whether I will be i)ermitted to move amendments 9-1(1 
after the fate of the amendment No. 4 of Mr. Biswa Nath Roy is decided. 
My amendment says that in sub-clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the 
following be added at the end, namely: — 

“and except the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Division and the 
Rajshahi Division”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do that because in the East and West 
Bengal besides these divisions there are some excluded areas and partially 
excluded ureas. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you. Then, Sir, I rise lo 
support the amendment of Mr. Biswa Nath Roy. • If this is accepted then 
it will mean acceptance of the whole of Eastern Bengal which does 
not, of course, include Presidency Division. One thing the Hon’ble Minister 
must explain. Why this Bill should be rushed through in this indecent 
haste? When repljung to the amendment of my friend Mr. Bijoy Singh 
Naliar the Hou’ble Minister dilated upon the urgency of this Bill and 
as illustration he cited the case of Birbhum and Bankura districts and said 
that as these districts are being washed away afforestation is necessary 
there. 

Now, Sir, if that is so, he has not been able to explain why all the^e 
waste lands (tf the whole of Bengal should be acquired- It would h^i^e 
been just and fair and ]>rop(T for the Oovcriuneut to have placed hefcre 
us certain sclieiues wliicli would have enabled tlie members to ascertain that 
Government was really in urgent need to uccpiire all the waste lands ot 
Bengal. The Hon’ble Minister said in reply that besides stopping erosion 
there were also other schemes and plans orawn up by Government and to 

S ut into execution those schemes these wa>te lands sliould be ac<iuirc»l. 

ow, the whole point hinges round the explanation of the Hon’hle Minister a*- 
to what is the quantity of land they want to acquire to put into execution 
the different ])lans of Govermnhnt, tor the purpose of irrigation ami 
drainage and also for the purpose of afforestation. He has not put 
any scheme before the House in detail. If he did so then vc 
would have been able to know what is the quantity of land they are 
need o<f. But, Sir, that is really not the intention of Government. If 
was the real intention to acquire lands for the purpose of helping irrigati«'T 
or for carrying out particular plans of Government they would not have 
come round for acquisition of^ill the waste lands of Bengal. The Govern 
ment proposes to acquire over .30 lakhs acres of land and in Burdwan distriol 
and Bankura district only there are over 4 lakhs acres of lands lying waste 
It is no nationalisation of the lands but it is communalisation of the lands, 
for, aftcF all, it is a communal Government. Had it been otherwise 
could say here it was a national Government and they were asking thes< 
lands for the good of the whole nation. But it is not a case like that 





So my friead, and the mover of the amendment, wants to confine th» 
powers of the Government to the acquisition of the lands in East Bengal 
Then there would 'be some reason behind this measure of Government. 
We ask why instead of wasting their efforts — the efforts of the present 
Muslim League Governments — in vain channels and disturbing the neigh- 
bouring Gtovernment of Assam by asking the Bengali Immigrants to stay 
ill the waste lands of Assam, why do they not settle them in East 
Bengal. They should withdraw those immigrants and settle them in East 
Bengal. They should state wh^at quantities of lands they would require for^ 
this purpose. Instead of doing this the Government of Bengal are putting 
in all sorts of wrong arguments, in order to bolster up their own Bakisthan 
idea. It would be just and fair and proper for the (tovcnnneiit to do this, 
namely, withdraw the Bengal immigrants from Assam. If they really 
mean business they should state the quantities of lands they woul(i require 
in settling these immigrants. Here is the urgency, if there is any urgency 
at all. Let them acquire all the waste lands in East Bengal and not acquire 
lands in West Bengal. 

As for erosion in Western Bengal districts which he has assigned ae 
a reason, I say tliis that the erosion has not been sudden; this erosion 
has been going on continuously for years past and it (’annot be said that 
the Hon’ble Ik^iinister can stop it at once and bring a second heaven on this 
side of the earth, if this Bill is jiassed, in the eourse of a month. Will 
you be able to stop the erosion even in another six months)" There is the 
erosion upon your Government and that ero^ion \sill he settled by events 
in the near future, I mean the event of the partitioning of Bengal. That 
is the greatest ero.sion you must protect yourself against. Instead of doing 
that you are putting iA measures which, are not at all urgent and necessary 

a view to taking up other lands over whieh very likely this (Government 
will have no jurisdiction whatsoever with the partitioning of Bengal shortly. 
Another 15 days and it will be seen where this present (Bivernment standi 
with respt?ct to Western Bengal. 1 support the motion of m\ friend Mr.* 
Biswanath Eoy. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: 1 rise to >up))<ut tl>e amendment 
tabled by Mr. Biswanath Hoy. The inrlusion (d the word “Ea.st” before 
Bengal has its significance at tht‘ jireseiit numieut because it is almost 
definite that Bengal is going to he partitioned. (Mr. Amvi ymuionk Roy. 
How do you })rophesy it)") That will he known within a tew days. So far 
as onr opinion goes it is almost detinite that Bengal is going to be parti- 
tioned. (IiiteiTUfition from Mr. Amulyadhone H<»\.) IMeasc Ke(‘p quiet. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVill you continue your speech)" 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: As there such a f/olnuil and 
interruption to my observations I preferreil to ket*j» quiet for a second to 
make others quiet. On ac(*ount of the above reason the acquisition of 
waste lands or anything that is done under thi> Bill should he done only 
in East Bengal at this moment. •]! pwchunce Bengal is not partitioned 
then the atmosphere would be different and the Bill may then be utnended 
or a new Bill might be brought in to extend ther»e operations. There are 
about 40 lakhs acres of cultivable wa.ste lands in Bengal ami as far as I 
understood from the reply of the Hou^ble Fazlur Rahman given on the 
2lst of April, in Burdwun district there are only 2 lakhs jind in Dinajpur 
‘^*»lv -1 lakhs. Still ^15 lakhs of waste lands are in surplus in other districts 

I think enough “public purposes’' as defined in this Bill could be 
undertaken with the -35 lakhs of acres of lands lying in places other than 
^n Burdwau and Dinajpur districts. I think 2 or ‘1 lakhs of acres of land 
^puld he quite enough for at least 10 years’ work for the “public purposes’" 
jinaed in this Bill and why there is so much eagerness to get the lauds of 
^^est Bengal at present. I suspect that it is a business proiwisition of the 
Government. They want to have* these lands acquired now for nothing 
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but if the Damodar and the More projects that are in sight actually matt- 
Tialise the orice of the lands will go up and the Bengal Goremment rill 
make a profit out of it. Should I mean this? And I think our Ministei- 
in-charge will kindly enlighten us on this point whether they are acquiriii^^ 
the land for afforestation purposes or to make any profitable transactiiMi 
out of it? The land that can be^had for nothing at present will have 
its value much increased when the Damodar and More projects are given 
effecd to and I suspect that such a sort of move is behind the Wk of the 
Oovernment in this Bill. ^ 

I support that the Bill must be confined with regard to the waste land'i 
of East Bengal and not of any other portion of 'Bengal. As regards the 
acquisition of waste lands in eastern Bengal there will not be any trouble 
In East Bengal and in other parts of Bengal there are plots of waste land 
which are uncultivable, and there are plots which are cultivable. Does the 
Hon'ble Minister mean to acquire the cultivable lands only or the uncultiv- 
able land alsb? In this respect he has not been definite and we have the 
right to know from the Hon’ble Minister (who is now talking w’ith one oi 
his colleagues) whether he intends to take up the cultivable wastes or will 
take up uncultivable wastes as well? This he has not made clear. Mr. 
President, Sir, when members are s})eaking and the Minister-in-charge 
talking with other persons, how^ can he presumably reply to the questions 
in this House, and I ho])e he will kindly listen to what members say sc 
that he may be in a position to give an effective, a crushing^?) reply when 
necessary. 

With these words T support the motion moved by my friend, Mr. Biswa- 
nath Boy. 

Th6 Hon^blo Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, tlie argxunents put for- 
ward by the opposition in connec’tion with this amendment are in my 
'Opinion not relevant to the amendment and as such they do not require any 
answer trom me, and with regard to one or two other arguments, they 
nave been auj^Nered in coimectioii with my speech in reply to previous 
amendments. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question that in sub-clause (7) of clause 1 
-of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” in line 1, the word “East” be inserted. 


The (jucstitm was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Dai 

Mr. Banklm Chandra Dutta 

.Mr. Kamlnl Kumar Dutta 

Ral Bahadur Brojtndra Mohan Maltra 

Mr. BI|oy BIngh Nahar 


Mr. Biron Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Bknyal 
Mr. Satlih Chandra Bon 


NOEB— 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-ai-Mahmud 

'Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. Badaruddin Ahmad 

Mr. Bytd Badrudduja 

Rai Bahadur Dhirondra Lai Barua 

Mr. Roatuddin Bhulya 

Mr. Moatitm Hostam Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

'KhMi Bihadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Byod Faxlo Rabbi Chowdhury ^ 

«r. E. D. Ooyti. 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhafioodul Haquo 
Mr. 6. 4 . K. Hook 

Thf Hon'blo Mr. Balyod Muauamuddtn 
Hotain 

Mr. LaUfat Hosaafn 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Byod.Abdul Maild 

Mr. Abdul Raihld 

Mr. Amulyadhono Roy 

Mr. Md. TaitBq 

Khan Sahib Moulvl Wahlduzaman 


The Ayes l>eing 10 and the Noes 21 the motion was lost. 


Mr* BISWANATH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (i) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, for the word ‘‘Waste*’ in line 2, the word “Fallow” 
he inserted. 
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Sir, definition of *Vaste|* and “fallow*’ has to be properly consi- 
dered. There are lots of confusion as to what particular type of land the 
Bill proposes to acquire. According to the Statement of Objects and 
Iteasons the word should be “fallow ’ and not “waste ”. Because the lands 
which are cultivable and are not bein^ utilised now are fjoiiifr. to be acquired. 
It there are some lands adjoining some dw'ellintj: houses of some people 
certainly they are not goinpf to be acquired. Or, there may be some lauds 
left for cattle^ grazing and other similar purposes. 8o, in order to obviate 
these difficulties it would be wise on the part of Government to definitely 
make it clear that they do not want these lands. 

-^*i*^*idment moved that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 
I of the Bill, for the word “Waste” in line 2, the word “Fallow” be inserted. 

MTi 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN* Sir, I rise to sujiport tliis amendment. 
Sir, the mover of the amendment has rightly pointed out why this Bill 
.should not be hurried through. Many loopholes ^\ill come out if the Govern- 
ment wants to hurry this Bill through and in future there will he more 
troubles. Sir, the “waste laud” has been defined to mean any land which 
has been lying uncultivated since before the dl.st day of January, 1947. 

1 he Ht)n ble Minister has also said that for the pur])ose of aflbrestatiou 
this Bill was going to be introduced. This is a very laudable object no 
<loubt. ^ow, Sir, if there are some forest lauds belonging (•) some persons 
will those lands he acquired. Those lands may he considered to be fallow 
ami therefore the Government might ask those* lands. So, the Government 
must let us know wdiat is at the^hack of their mind. Bower will be given 
to any body — to an officer or to* a collector — wdio will be in u position to 
bind or that land is fallow* and his word will he final and there 
will be no reinedy against that order. A man may he growing vegetables 
in his lands, i here are a numher of plantations in almost all j)arts of Bengal. 

I lieie are lauds on which hamhoo trees are grown. To a certain extent these 
are fallow lands and they may he interjireted as waste lands b(*(*auHe nothing 
oi food-crops is grow'n thereon. In that view of the matter dt may he eon- 
sideriM] as vvaste land hut it is certainly not fallow because there are certain 
tlnngs which are grown there for w'hich profits are taken by the owuier and 
it cannot he etjiially considered as waste. So, Sir, T think that if the 
word “fallow’ is introduced in place of (he word “Waste” it will clarify 
the jiurpose to a cei'tain extent ami so I support tliis amendment. 

m. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR; 1 rise to support the amendment. It 
lias been rightly jiointed out tliat the word “Waste” shoud he snlistituted 
h\ the word “Fallow”. If you go into (he definition ot waste land, an has 
been given in the Bill vou will find that the word “fallow” is the right 
word and it should he there in place of “wmste lands”. See the definition 
of “Waste land”. “W’aste land” means any land wlu<h has been lying 
uncultivated since before the dlst day of January, 1947, and inel tides bene- 
fits to arise out of .such land and things attached to the earth, but doe# 

^.licbide lands satisfying anyone of the five excejitions given under the 
definition of “waste land”, lands Itept for industrial or building pur- 
I»oses, lands connected with the cultivation or manufacture of tea, etc., tie., 
although they may not be actually kept for such purposes, aud lands other 
fhan those exempted under the five categories will be acquired, whether 
fhey are waste or fallow or whereon are grown trees, etc. Government 
loeuus to improve the condition of land by cultivation for the purpose of 
K^ow more food, etc., etc., and want to acquire certain lands, as has been 
l‘oiated out. I ask why lands on which are yowm some plantation or other 
Jiroduce is grown .should come under the definition of waste lands and be 
acquired by Government? Tliese are not really waste lands because there 
«re forests on some land.s, bamboo trees on others — may not be exactly food- 
crops — fruits on some others. From the definitions in the Bill if the Oollec- 

intends or if a party in whom the Collector mav l»e interested wishes 
® useful land may he branded as a" waste land tbougli in reality they may 
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not be waste lands. If you really meant it you would have included lands 
which yield certain other things which are grown on them, e.g., bamboos, 
fruits, forests, etc., under the exemptions provided but we do not find away 
such thing in the Bill. Therefore the word “Waste** should be changed 
into “Fallow”. There is another probability and it is a fact. A land has 
been kept for purposes of cultivation but for some reason, say for the reason 
that the brothers are fighting with 4Be another and are not united in the 
matter of putting it under cultivation till a settlement is arrived at amon<>s' 
themselves regarding certain issues and this uncultivated period is the 
period fixed in the Bill or more than that will that land be considered as 
waste land and acquired, although as a matter of fact they are not waste 
lands. They are fallow lands, cultivable lands and the Government if it 
thinks that it suits their purposes they can acquire these lands and can 
bring them under the definition of “Waste land*’. Beally they may not 
be waste lands in the proper sense of the term. 

With these words I support the amendment that has been moved by 
my friend Biswanath Roy. 

Mr, BAN KIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, 1 support the amendment 
moved bv my friend Mr. Biswanath Roy. Sir, the definition of waste land 
is “any land lying uncultivated since before the 'list day of January is a 
mischievous one us theh land remaining uncultivated may be so, for want of 
means, and not because the land is uncultivable, what Government should 
do is not t(» uc(piire lands which are lying uncultivated but should acquire 
lands which cannot be cultivated or are beyond cultivation. That should 
be a proper mutter tor legislation. Instead' of that, we should have to find 
out what is the meaning of the word “waste” .and have got to go and seek 
the opinion of the Collector or any officer who has been specially authorised 
bv the l^roviucial (iovernmeiit, or the person acting as the Collector; and we 
all know, Sir, what type of men they will be to whom we shall have to 
go in order to learn the meaning of the word “waste”. Probably it would 
depend upon the whini of a particular officer to call a land waste land or 
not ns he chooses. Instead of that in every legislation Government should 
see that there is no room for dispute about the meaning ot a particular 
word. No room slio\ild be left for doubt about any matter and I would 
suggest that in place of tlie word “waste” a better word would be substituted. 
I think the Iloirblc Minister certainly meant to a»*(juire those lands only 
which the owners of the lands could not propmly bring undei* cultivation. 
Oil the other hand, I think it is up to this Government, as Governments are 
doing in (»ther ])rovinces, to help owners of lands to bring int(> cultivation 
lands wliich could not be cultivated by them; we know' that the other day 
one Provincial Government, I may name it, namely, the United Provinces 
Government, luive succeeded in bringing into cultivation 14,000 acres of 
cultivable laud not by accjuisition, but by helping the owners of the lands 
both with men and material. That is what every (lovernment should do. 
Instead of doing that, they are eoming forward to pass legislation which 
surely is capable of being <‘()ustrut‘d in w;iy that it is only to helji a 
paidieular eommunity that they are* doing it, and not lor the real purpose 
of helping tlie general public of Beugai. I would therefore request the 
Hon’ble Minister to accept this amendment l>e<“au.se otherwise it would lead 
to a number of conflicting interpretations and even if the Bill purports to be 
of any benefit to any people it would iu effect take away all the benefits from 
the hands oi the people of the country. 

With these words I support th^ amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS:" Sir, may I add a few words in support 
of this amendment. Certainly it is not tne intention of Government to 
acquire cultivable land but lying uncultivated. But the word “w’aste** 
implies that Government may acquire even stony land — land which cannot 
he cultivated or cannot have any crop whatever. Is it the intention of 
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(}overiini6iit tkat they want to acquire land lying waste however uucultiv- 
able it may be? I do not think that is the intention of Government. If 
it is so, the word “waste” is not the appropriate word, and the word “fallow” 
is to be adopted as suggested by my friend Mr. Biswa Nath Roy in his 
amendment. For this reason I support it. 

Tha H05*bl6 Mfi FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the words “waste land” 
have been defined in the Act and it is very comprehensive and it bars out all 
the objections that have been raised by the Opposition. I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in .sub-i'lause 
(/) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the word “Waste” in line ‘J, the word “Fallow” 
be substituted. 


The motion was jmt and a Division biken with the following result: — 


AYES— e. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Outta 

Mr. Kamtni Kumar Dutta 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 


Mr. Biran Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud * 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmad • 

Ral Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 
Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya 
Mr. Moazzam Hostain Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Mr. Syad Fazla Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. D. J. Cohan 
Mr. E. D. Doyna 
Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haoua 
Mr. G. a. K. Hook 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. Saiyad Muaziamuddln 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ail Khan 

Mr. Syad Abdid Majid 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy 

Mr. Md. Tauftai 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 


Mr, BI8WANATH ROY: I move that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 1 of 
the Bill, for the words “the whole of Bengal” in line 1, the words “all the 
districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and to the district of Rajshahi, 
Pabna, Bogra and Rangpur” be substituted and all the words from 
“Calcutta” in line 1 to “and” in line d be deleted. 

Sir, I again insist that this amendment at least he accepted and I really 
feel that the Ministry should not by their brute majority insist that all the 
clauses should be taken up and accepted as they are, setting aside our very 
reasonable amendments. In all fairness they ought to give us a chance, at 
least to this side of the province to have our own areas to be developed in 
our own wav. We do not like, Sir, that Western Bengal should be inter- 
fered with by the Ministry in this way. This sort of land acquisition is 
csertainly not accepted by the majority of the people living in Western 
Bengal because we feel, Sir, that they are not justified in redistributing 
the lands by robbing Peter and giving them to Paul. In any case I feel, 
Sir, that this amendment should be accepted and the people of this side of 
the province should not forcibly be dispossessed of their lands, especially 
when a new province is going to be constituted and the new Government 
will have their ,own schemes taken up. I therefore move that this be 
acoepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause ( 2 ) of clause 1 of the ‘Bill, for the words “the whole of Bengal” in 
line 1, the words “all the districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and 
to the districts of Rajshahi, Fabna, Bogra a nd Rangpur” be substituted 
and all the words from Calcutta in line 1 to “and” in line 3 be deleted. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8! Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
of my friend, Mr. Biswanath Boy. Sir, if this amendment be accepted, 
then," Sir, sub-clause (£) of clause 1 will read as follows: **li extends to all 
the districts of Chittagong* and Dacca Divisions and to the districts of 
Kajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and Eangpur except any area constituted a muui- 
cipality under the provisions of the^Bengal Municipal Act, It is 

the attitude of the Opposition and it is the intention of the mover of this 
amendment to make the Government coniine its power to acquire waste 
lands within certain Divisions ami within certain districts. I believe that 
this may he acceptable to the Government in view of the fact that Govern- 
ment will not require all the lands at the same time. If thev can prove 
themselves successful by doing good work on the lands acquired from those 
aieas only mentioned in their amendment it may very well be that they will 
not hnd themselves in any difficulty in extending the provisions oi this 
Bill to other narts of Bengal at a future date provided at least they will 
continue to have jurisdiction over other parts at that future date which is 
doubtful at the moment as Bengal will be divided into two provinces. 
Knowing the facts as they are, when something is in the offing and when 
great changes are ahead there is aVisolutely no reason wffiy Government 
should prove ol)durate or should prove so unreasonable as to persist in 
their attitude to acquire all the waste lands of Bengal. The month of May 
is a very important month and! startling events may in all probability 
happen and I think in the course of a fortnight the Minister will know' 
where they stand and where w'e stand and it may very well be anticipated 
that the Hon’ble Minister will find all his .love’s labour lost. So it would 
be rather advisable on the part of the Ilon’ble Minister-in-charge of the 
Bill to accept this amendment. With these words L supjxjrt the amend- 
ment moved by my friend Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to sup])ort the amendment 
moved by Mr. Biswanath Roy. This amendment wants to change the 
words “the whole of Bengal” into “all the districts of Chittagong and 
Dacca Divisions and to the districts of Raishahi, l^abna. Bogra and Rang- 
pur”, etc. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge in a previous speech told 
us that he wanted to acquire land for certain purpose only as has been 
mentioned by him but he has not exjdained all the purposes that have been 
included in the definition of “public pu^pose’^ Probably he felt shy to 
give them utterance although he has put them in writing. Ifut he knows 
in his heart of hearts that he cannot face the argument in support of the 
line put forw'ard in the definition and hence T would like to tell him if 
he w’auts that afforestation of lands should begin, to begin with the districts 
and the places, he hu.s definitely mentioned, namely, Bankuru and Burdwan 
districts in Western Bengal only, as it seems that he is absolutely blind 
to the conditions in Eastern Bengal. He does not know what the Govern- 
ment should di) or should not do in those parts of Bengal. He is jealous 
only of one part of Bengal that he has mentioned and he wants to guard 
jealously the rights and privileges of the .persons of those places where he 
wants to put this peculiar law into operation. If Government want that 
the operation of this clause should begin at onqe, let him try and begin 
these things in these districts as in his opinion thev have got a large number 
of waste or fallow land and other problems ani begin to improve those 
places and heln and be blessed by the people who would require all these 
benefits, though I ani quite sure that the Minister or the Government, 
neither of them is willing to bring the Bill into operation in those place# 
because they know in their heart ^ hearts that the people of those place# 
are opposed to their Bill, this unwelcome Bill. If Government really want 
to improve agricultural condition or other conditions if they want that, 
it could have easily started various things to help the owners of the land# 
to cultivate their lands, by propaganda for afforestation of lands which, is 
always a paying business to any landlord in any place. Afforestation is 
more paying than t«nt«paying places. The owners of lands would be very 
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TOC TO sir I TO amendments TO TOCf — “ all the districts of Chittagong 

and Dacca Divisions and to the ^tricts of Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and 
JRangpur'’— CHSTTIi ^ aPTO •C'H ®RCf, CHTTO OT^ 2R5^ 

«TOi Hfro artcy 9W froro cro ^<r sw to® ^ fro ec!>c to? 

TOT^ TO TO ® TO !cr TO, OTTO C5^*i;j3C S[f^ nfOTS 

«fn TO CTO *TOl C^TTO TOT «W«fC*CC‘^? f*tfTOT? TO, OTCR5 TOTTORC TO, 
TO icT TO? ??i;;«t c^ 5CTO ^ ’(fOTj c^ scfro *cf^ TOtt aj 

fro, c? s’CTO TOT Jctrt ®TO, aftij toc? h^c c^ccr ?tto to frocc, croc^e cro 
-nfro Hf? •nc?', otto c^ etk\t«c <1^ entc?? bctto sc? spc? to ctoi ?f? ot to 

M OTTO nOT*fC?C^« TO yqpT?; TOf TO TO TO «(TTO TO ?? I C?5i?r S^: fTO 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 oppose. 

(Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta rose to speak) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have already called th^ Hon'ble Minister to 
reply. 

Mf. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: But, Sir, I succeeded in catching 
your eye. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
( 2 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the words “the whole of Bengal” in line 1, 
the words “all the districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and to the 
districts of Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and Rangpur” be substituted and all 
the words from “Calcutta” in line 1 to “and” in line 3 be deleted. 


The motion was [)ut and a Division taken with the following result:- 

AYES— 12. 


Mr. Lain CtiMdra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Hal Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maltra 

Rai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Ray 

Mr. Bljoy Singh Nahar 


Mr. BIrtn Roy 
Mr. Bitwanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kithoro Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satiih Chandra Son 


NOES— 24. 


Mr. Abdulla‘«hMahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmod 

Mr, Sultanuddtn Ahmad 

Mr. Syod Babruddula 

Ral Bahadur Dhirondra Lai Barua 

Mr. Moaitam Hostain Chaudhury 

Mr. Manildul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Miadur Abdul Utlf ChewdSIlry 

Mr. Byad Patia Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yaatil All Chowdhury 

Mr. D. 4 , Caban 

Mr, E. 0, Dayna 

KImmi Bahadur A. M. aiiabaodul Haqua 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Tho Hon'blo Khan Bahadur Saiyad 
Muaiiamuddin Hosain 
Mr. LaUfat Hussain 
Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Byad Abdul Majid 
Tbi Haa*Ua Mr. Tarak Nath Mukharjat 
Khan Bahadur MuMilaaur Rahman 
Mr. Abdur BasMd 
Mr. Amulyadtiona Ray 
Khan Bajiib Mautvl Wahiduaiaiiian 
Hall Md. YumiT 


Ayes being 12 and the Noes 24 the motion was lost. 



ADJOUHNMBNT. 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: I bejj to move that in sub-clause (£) 
bJ iiserti, Imelyf-’ 

“Burdwan and Presidency Divisions and” 

It 'j“p to the whole of Beniral except 

Burduan and 1 residency Divisions and Pabufla as defined in Jsuse (11) 
of section J of the Calcutta Alunicipal Act, etc. Sir I have nut 

this amendment to exclude the Burdwan and Presi.lem v Division from ^e 
operation ot the Bill, hecause in Hurdwaii and I'residencv Divisions the 
1^'- •‘''’’‘‘V;"* '•oiniiiuiiitics, Muslims, noir-Muslima, show 
that in the.se two divisions there are a laiyrc iierceiitajre of non-Muslims and 
non-Muslims are more than the number of Muslims. At the present moment 



- 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am onl.\ reminding you to be on vour guard. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: All riirl.t. Sir. thank vou. I am using 
some old arguments as well as new arguments as amendments differ. 

I'fojde of those divisions,’ of whieh non-Muslims are in a majoritv, 
have opened their mi.j.Is and what we fiml from different jiress reports and 
nui tings of different associations, and of Bar Idbraries, is that they do not 
want a coininunal government in this country, for they know that it will 

nrnc* boll' VJ •' the lands of owners 

praotiiallv for iiotliing Ihe eoniiiensalion that tins been suggested is oiilv 

fu rui)et*8 JKM’ acre, (hat incini.s rupees three aiul .some odd annaH for a 
nr 1 nna^ine e%eii tor a moment that in the Burdwan 

r in the ] residencx Jhvi.sion.s any land anywhere whether Vante land 
r tallow^ land or river land or any sort of land for the matter of that, can 
e er be purchased at three rujiees and some odd annas i)er Ifiohoi — nobodv 
f'an imagine that and yet Government want— ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order irder. You may continue your speech to- 
morrow, (Mr. Nahar. 

The House now stands adjourned till 1-30 p.in. tomorrow. 


AdJoumm«nt. 

1947^^ adjourned till l-:i0 p.m. on Tuesday the 6th May, 
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MwnlMfv abtont 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 5th 
May, 1047: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

iff . 

( 2 ) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Itashid Chowdhury. 

(d) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. 0. E. Clarke. 

((i) Mr. Heiiieiidru Kumar Das. 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal liJlahi. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Uofran. 

(10) Mr Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(11) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(12) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(13) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(14) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(15) Mr. Nagoridra Nath Moholanabish. 

(l(i) Mr. (reorge Morgan, c.r.E. i 

(17) Mr. A. Mcl/aren. 

(18) Khan Bahadur (Ihyashuddin Pathan. 

(19) Dr. Kiniiud Sankar Bay. 

(20) Dr. Kasiruddin Tuluhdar. 





First Session, 1947-~No. 39. 


Tiie Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the (Jth May, 1^7. at l-*K) p.ni., being the 39th 
(lay of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section {a) of the 

(T()verninent of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. president (the Ilon’ble Sir Piiasu) Hoy, k.c.t.e.) was iu 

the Chair. 

Scarcity of rice in certain Districts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 understand the Chief Minister will not be al)le 
to be present here. So his question is held over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (hi a point of information. Sir. May 
I, through you, draw the attention of the Government to tme very important 
lact. It is this that Bengal is on the verge of famine. The jiriee of rice 
in Barisal has run up to Bs. 25 per mauud and same is the case with Dacca 
Karidpu: ^nd Xoakhali. Groat ^^ arcity is prevailing there and there is a 
;:reat danger of famine. We hear that stocks in the Government godowns are 
\erv short and they ar^ practically ciuiity, "We should like to know whether 
it is a fact. This, Sir, is a very serious thing and we cannot gloss over 
I he matter. These four districts, Barisal. Dacca, Faridpur and Noakhali 
have been very much affected . We w’atit Government to make a statement 
to reassure the position whether they are short of ri(‘p, whether Govcrtanieiit 
are iu ci position to rush rice to the distresst^d areas. These are facts on 
abich the public will be glad to be informed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ilon’ble J.eader of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYEO MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, we are 

ill the position in wdiieb we were this time last year and from last year's 
lij^ures we could see that tliere is a definite tendency of price going down 
and the position is improving. Government have as much stock as they 
h.id last year and w’e ho{>e procurement will lie .still better from now, 
Thi.s muen I can say. It is not correct to .say that (lovcrumoui godown 
me all empty. Procurement i.s quite satisfactory <luriijg the Jast month 
oi two and it is hoped that the situation will be j»ro|»erly tacklwl. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What steps are being taken by Govern- 
irtent? In order to give relief to these di.strirts what steps Government are 
taking and whether the price ib Jits. 2^ per maund in these places and 
whether poorer sections of the people can purchase rice at that high price 
These are things which Government should take into con.sideratiou xmme- 
<1 lately and immediate steps should be taken to tackle the situation. 

Tha Hofi’ble Mr. SAIYED MUZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The tendency 

lust week shows the price to go down. Though in certain areas the price 

Rs. 25 and 26 per maund they now show signs of going down ann the 
]>osition is now better. 

Well, people are purchasing rice even now. Of course, I fully realised 
that high price is very detrimental to the interest of the common people. ^ 
Government is doing everA thing j>ossible. They are rushing stocks which 
Ihey have procured to the deficit areas. * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: JDo you admit that there is scarcity iii 
these areas? 

H 
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TIM HonlM* Mr. SAIYED iffUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, but 

when the price ts so high there must be some hardship, "but the pinch of scat- 
city i» not so much as to receive any special consideration. 

TIM BMgtl Aequitition of Wwto LaiHi Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, Mr. Nahar will speak on the Acquisition u{ 
Waste Land Bill. Yes, Mr. Nahajj. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, as I was pointing out yesterday, 
this Burdwan Division is composed of people who comprises the majority 
in these districts and they do not like that such an Act should be thrust 
upon them. 

The next point is that Government wants to take out their lands prac- 
tically without anything, as has been mentioned, the Government wants to 
give about Bs. 10 an acre. That is also a dangerous point that you want 
to take out lands at such a cheap price. It is rather robbing Peter to pay 
Paul. 

Mr. Fazlur Rahman has pointed out that they want these lands in 
Bankura and Birbhum to be afforested. May I know what they were doin^^ 
all these 10 years. Were they sleeping for the last 10 years This 
Ministry was in power for all this time and they did not do anything. 
They did not act. They did not even tAry to improve the condition of thej>c 
places for which they are so passionately .feeling now. I would say at the 
fag end of their career they are going to do this misc'hief, really they do 
not want to improve the lands but they want to bring more mischief to the 
lands, to bring more distress to the people. They feel that this should 
be done or that should be done. They have no scheme. If they had the 
good intention in their heart of hearts they would bring in .‘^ome .s(‘heiaies — 
some definite schemes on which we could give our suggestions. They have 
brought this Bill only to teach us a lesson. Tlie Minister in charge did 
not point out clearly what he was going to do wdth these waste lands. He 

merely said that he was going to take these lands lor aflorestation. He 

accuses the Opposition for standing in the way of his acquiring these lands. 
But unless we know definitely for what purpose they want it how can we 

allow him to acciuire these lands. His is a cry in the wilderness, for he 

does not feel unv inclination to improve these lauds. Only they want to 
do some mischiei' and nothing else. I do not understand wdiy they tuiunot 
ac(]uire lands in the East Bengal. Let them show that they want to do real 
giK>d to the people. Let them acquire the waste landsi of East Bengal 
and improve them. No one would grudge their taking lands in the East 
Bengal. But wdiy do you come to West Bengal to acq^uire these lands!' 
I'p till now we have not seen any goml, any good thing tnat has been done 
by the Ministry or the party to which the Ministry belongs for the last ten 
years. You have only thought and thought, or rather you have only ‘tried 
to mince matters. (The HoiPbie Saiyijd Muzzamuddin Hcsain: What 
about the Money-Lenders Bill?) You have not done anything definite. 
(The Hon'ble Saiyed MuAzzAMtiDmN Hosain: What about the Tenancy 
Bill?) So I would say that if you want to work the Bill, vou should accept 
our proposal and try your schemes in certain parts anj show that you 
really want to improve the lands. In that case there will be no difficulty. 
I w'ould say that this is not the time to bring such bills; the time is rather 
t>ad. We on this side of the House do not feel confidence in you; neither 
do you feel any confidence in this side of the House. The w^hole of Bengal 

feeling contradictory things in their heart of hearts. Two communities 
^re already fighting with each other and we do not feel that we should 
work or you should work or anybody should work in the proper line. ^ 
Sir> I wtnild say that this is not the time when you should bring forward 
or introduce such bills which will create more misunderstanding and then 
more ill-feeling and more fighting. Sit, 1 am sure nobody in this House, 
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t iilier the jliiiisteriai bench or the Opposition would like to have more dis* 
turl»ance8 o*©ated in ihe State. So it would be better if my amendment 
accepted,. This would really help the matter and would also prove your 
sincerity, ttot you are not bent u^n doing mischief in Western Bengal 
or in tie divisions of Burdwau or Presidency but that you really want to 
improve the whole of Bengal. Sir, I would appeal to the Minister in 
/ liiirge not to play with fire, not to show by mere words that he feels for 
Jh ngal, that he is equally interested in all lands and this thing and that 
j,ut they should come forward with real propositions. Further P would 
like to say this that you know that this Bill cannot come into operation ferj 
(piickly. As it stands at present and the amendments stand as they are, it 
will take some time to pass this Bill in this House. Further you have to 
carry it to the Lower House where you also know and we also know that it 
v\(u/t have an easy pemsage and m to get this bill passed i^ will take a 
long time (The Hon’ble Saiyfj) MvAZZAMriunN H(>sain: if you obstruct it 
of ( ourse). We wdll obstruct it and we mean to obstruct it. So this won't 
come into operation very soon and even if it be passed yrm should take some 
time to make out your schemes and other things bettue acquiring the lands 
ami this will not take less than a year and within a year surely there will 
l>c great changes and no such laws will be necessary especially for this 
part of Bengal. And so when you know that >ou cannot bring into (q)e- 
ration this law* before one year at least in any manner .v(Oi jdease, even 
il you want to burr}* it through you can't bring this hill into operutiou 
within one year. It is absolutely certain and when you know this w'hy 
are you hurrying it through. One argument put forward b> the Hon’ble 
Minister was that the#Bill for the acipiisition of the zeniindari would not 
r(»me into operation very soon. Sir, 1 do not know whethei the zemindari 
ac(juisition bill will come into being or not (The Hon’hle Sviykd Moazzui- 
i DDill Hosaiv: It will take !•*) years to i-omplete aeiiui^ition of the zemin* 

• Kiii). The Hon’ble licader of the House .says that il will lake 1o years 
ter that bill to come int(» o])(‘ration. Wliy should it lake lo years? 

II you w^ant to take the zemindaris you take llnun now and don’l take 
lami laws part by part and create more mischicl and more 1 rouble in the ✓ 
Miuntry. Now, Air, I would plead that the Burdwan .and the Ibesidency 
Divisions should not be made a party to thi.s thing. Let them try this Bill 

III other Divisions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved tliat sub-clause ol clause I 
ot the Bill, after the word “except” in line 1, the foll<r,viiig be inserted, 
namely : — 

‘"Burdwau and I’residencv Division.- aiid“ 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: T ris<' to op[>ose the 
amendment. It has been said by the hommrahle mover of the ameridinent 
that the Muslim League Ministry did not care to do anything for acquiring 
waste Hands during these ten years ♦of their existence. But. Sir, he should 
lernember that the Muslim League Ministry has never be<‘n as secure as it 
i> now, as it had always to depend upon many (►flier factors, spefially the 
Kuropean group. (Mr. Imlit CuAMmA Dvs : The Ministry is most insecure 
now'). Sir, the Miuistry in now iu a position to get on with real amelio- 
rative measures which are likely to help the masses and the down-trodden. 

Sir, the honourable members opposite bare been putting forward such 
absurd arguments in supfxirt of their aiiieiidiiieiits to this Bill that they cali|r 
for no reply. Only a few of them that required anv reply have lieen replied ^ 
t(* by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill. But our friends still 
persist that a crushing reply should lie gnven to their arguments and I 
have come prepared today to give such a reply. Sir, it is stated by the 
‘ B^poeition members that" the Muslim League Ministry w ants to ^uire 
the waste lands of Bengal at a nominal price for settling them with the 
Behari Muslim refugees and as west Bengal is as a matter of fact gomg 
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to be carved ^f>ut into a separate province should excluded from IL 
purview of inis Bill. They alp argue that thep,lfre similar provision 
tor acquisition of waste lands in the State AcquisKon Bill and yet liil 
Bill is being rushed through for forestalling the impending partition. 


At the very outset, Sir, I may say what has been repeatedly said by tin 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Bill, that only one of the several object 
of the Bill is to secure lands for ^ttlement with uneconomic holders witl 
landless cultivators residing in Bengal. Our friends however will not bi 
satisfied with the reply as long as they continue to suffer from the disea^ 
of Bihar-phobia. The honourable members argue that the Bill is beiu; 
rushed through for settling lands with the Biharis and at the same tiiiu 
they make no secret of the fact that they expect orders of pai-tition withii 
a few weeks. If the partition of Bengal actually materialises the nc\^ 
province of West Bengal will be under a Hindu Ministry and it will U 
fully comnetent to deal with the waste lands just a^ it likes. The Aci 
will merely give tliem jmwers to act^uire such lands and it will be foi 
them to exercise the pow'ers or not. It is not therefore understood Inm 
the passage of the Bill will in any way affect the Hindu interest of we^ 
Bengal.’ The real object of our friends opposite in obstructing the passagt 
of the Bill is due to the fact that it encroaches on the vested interests of tiu 
landed aristocracy. Although they profess to be tlie friends of the massrs, 
yet the very fact that they do not want this IBll to be enforced in wo^t 
Bengal is a clear indication of the side for which their sympathies Iii‘. 
The iiouourable members do not like that bven w'aste lands which have been 
^ lying w'usie for years in sjiite of jiressure of |H)pulatioii on land and the 
%ioo(\ shortage, should not be acquired with a view to reclaiming them aiu! 
utilizing tluuu for^ the benefit of the countr\ and its down-trodden ma''S, 
only because it will affect tlie prestige of the landed aristrocracy . Tlie\ 
do not w-ant any improvement in the economic condition of the" (‘ountiy 
or its poorer classes at the cost of the vested interests. Altliough tliey an 
ostensibly the sympathisers of the j>oor, really they aie the true friend^ of 
the vestiMl interests and that is why they are [(dlowing an obstructive ])olic.\ 
in connection wdtli tlii> Bill. Tf the Bill i> i)asM‘d, the\ ai)i)reheiid it will 
be difficult for them to establish a caste Hindu oligarchs in Wot Bengal, 
as there will be demand from the jioorer classes f(»r >tate a('(juisition ol 
waste lands for settlement with uneommiic holders and landle.ss agrirul- 
turists after ret'lanndion. The demand will be irresistible and the dream 
of a caste irindu oligarchy in AVc'^t Bengal will not he realised. Sir, the 
cat is out of the hag and however mueh my triends opposite may tr\ to 
conceal the real motive, the amendments tabled by themselves reveal it'^ 

One of the opposition memher.s has stated that he susj>eet.s that the waste 
lands are lieing u( quired in a hurry to jirevent landlords getting the benefit 
of improvement from develo])ment schemes like those of Damodar and Moor 
schemes in West Bengal. This also, Sir, reveals undue solicitation for 
landlords’ interests. T do not ste why the unearned income from such 
improvements should go to the landlords. Tt should certainly go to the 
State and so it will be only meet and proper to prevent unearned income 
going to the owners of lands. 


The Muslim League Ministry stands for helping the mass and the douii- 
trodde^n irrespective of caste and creed, and it is eager that not a day should 
be lost 111 enacting measures which will benefit the mass and help "the eco- 
nomic development of the country. It will be criminal at this critical time 
to allow reclaimable waste lands to lie waste. It would not be unfair 
even to expropriate such land and to acquire them without compensation for 
toe benefit of the country and Its people, but because of section 299 of the 
(tovernment of India Act, we have to give the landlords some compensation 
toough they dewrve nothin. They have no right to possess lan^ vrhich 
they cannot utilise specially when there is possibility of their being use- 
fully employed. ® 
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I hope, I have ^ven my friends opposite a crushinff reply to their 
arffumentsfto they will not kill th^^ime of the Honsd by putting^j^ 
ward the same absurd arguments ad name^m. With thesf^Words I oppm 
the ipimend^ttent. ^ 

Mr. LAUT CHA«DRA DAS: Sir, I support the amendment which 
lias been moved by my friend Mr. Nahar. The Lwder of the House rising 
ill Opposition to this amendment has said before this House that the Muslim 
League never felt themselves more secure than now. I cannot congratu- 
late my friend on his intelligence with regard to tliis jiarticular point. It 
known to everybody that if at any time the Muslim League Government 
was insecure it is now, for there is the rebel Muslim League group of 80 mem- 
bers working for its downfall. Indeed everything liodes for its downfall. 
This is in reply to his point number one. In resnect of his point uumW 
two, namely settling the waste lands with the landless jieople and not^ with 
the Behari refugees, 1 may say that while replying to my motion for the 
circulation of the Bill for eliciting puhlic opinion the Hon’hlc Minister 
in charge Mr. Fizlur Rahman stated that under ceHain •circumstances 
things may so turn out that they would have to settle the lands with the 
Bihar refugees. He had the honesty to say that circumstances may so turn 
out that Behar refugees may have to be settled in those lauds. So after 
what has been said by the Hon’ble Minister in charge himself we cannot 
accept the statement of the Leader of the ILnise. Realh it is a matter 
nf great suspicion that the lands are going to he hurriedly acquired at a 
nominal co.st, ])ractically for a song, with a view to settling ihem with 
Behar refugees. The Leader of the Hinise staled that if tin* nartition of 
Bengal actually takes jdace th^ new province of West Bengal w’ould be 
under the Hjndn Ministry and they would he in a p(>sition to utilise the 
waste lands just as tJiey like, hut before power i" taken by the Minist^ 
of the new' province if tlie laud is actually settled what would the HindfT 
Ministry say to the settlers and why "hould there he a loophole for creat- 
ing trouble with them? So, I say tliat the argument that wln*n the Hindu 
.^Iini8try comes they will he benefited by this Bill is also very illusory, 
indeed totally wrong. 

Sir, there is another stand point why this amendment should lie accejit- 
ed. This amendment urges tliaf so fur as the application of this Bill is 
concerned, the Burdwan and F^residency Divisions shouhl he left out. We 
are standing in a peculiar position. We come from Last Bengal and after 
the sad events in Xoakliali and Tippera, we can ask for partition at our 
peril. This is a communal Ministry and if the Hindu resid(*utH of the 
Last Bengal have to come out of the Last Bengal there must he some lande 
to fall back uiion and this West Bengal is our s])ring hoard. Their idea 
is to acquire tiiese waste lands at Rs. 10 an acre. Now , Sir, in the Presi- 
dency and Burdw’an Divisions tliere are some irrigation sidiemes ahead. 
The lauds in these places will be certainly very very valuable after those 
schemes have been put into ofieration. Therefore their intention is to grab 
these lands .so that they may make a gc»od profit out cif this. Sir, it is 
the duty of the legislators to scrutinise the actions of Government. They 
should not be free to do anything*and ^ervthing. The legislators are here 
to see that no power is given to the Government inure than is actuality 
recjuired. Have the Government satisfied us by their past conduct? Their 
past conduct is not so good. Do they want to ai'ijuire all these •% lakhi 
acres of lands? Let them (dearly sav bow much land they want to acquire. 
They should not claim to acquire ttie whole waste lands of Bengal unless 
they have an ulterior motive, a sinister motive behind their mind. It is 
after all a communal Government. It is not a national (tovernineut. Had 
it lieen a national Government we could have uuderstmid the gesture. Tb# 
Leader of the House has already given out his mind that they wanted to 
take the whole lands practically witliout any price but they have given some 
price only to evade tne provision of section *-5)9 of the Government of India 
Act. It is communalising the whole waste lands of Bengal. They should 



mi tfpply their Brute majority of ^tes iu the House to take away the«e 
lauds. They should l^ve out th^e two Divisions, With these 
wiffdl, Sir, I support the«inotion of Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr, MTIRAM ROY: swrnf® totoi. Ih-f fwi 

JUm W amendmentJI move wfK C^l&r ^ f^Ccr? 

uTreOT c*CT' HM f4fci*tc^ weitr? ^ sphsh cnyro ^r#H^D i 

ur? ^ f^nsT'T ^ srrtTO nfw ^ ctr 

wm 5(iti eft m n*?rc*«c «nxf swr ®r ctw crmtiri 

Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land B01a?[ Select Committees 

uitu w<5?T?t ffm\ CJWTiRe wwff— afSr to OTi^uq;?!— OT^rorti? aJrr^ nm 
m ^ w«n tottr to NW w to *(to15 jrj^ «wr*tTO snr^r 

wj(W5 UTr*ri ®T?ar^ c^ft to TOtti 

^T*( S*nr ^ur? ®r5 8ru c«iu^<i T'^e <i i c^i •tp't 

«rr$TO rrKT toto ^ttto ^nro <*t?(to9Tr? to 

uftar nfT? TO CTO 5’i5 C^ a^fll? TO fTO 5TOR TOTO UTO fTO, TO 

CHW •CTT ®rr? a^THSt jwtr a^ *tT*r tot[ 

c«icucii al m»?T5;Tfrcirt toito 5 ^ 1 — ^ totto 3TOc*r 

aaSi K^^Tu^T**r ®[TCf i a^iiCH ?rpv sicr? ttRp^ 1 

*(CTO? a^ HA% TO! TO ‘*T<^(<1*1 ??[fjPi55f^” '5!Ti^ 

TOTO ®nt*( a(5T f^ CTOR sR^irTOr^Rr Rf?® ^R^fTTOiTO ^irsirr 

•(TO TOW” ^’TO TOT 5(<( 3(^ ?F>m a?" fTOR SINTCTO 

«jP»ST fro «nTO TO ?? — TO 5(T «iP5! ^TO c^^kcHcS^i TOT^A?r *(c«rT f^cro: a^ fro? 
“t5q?r^” spal jtoto tot? tot a^ snw m frocri “?««t 

toro W’ :?I)T ?TOT«(to cro to to w toi *r*a1 ^ro? to sjt 
TO? 5rc^ ?ri f^ w toTO a^ c? spw to 3TO tot? s(c?t afiy c«r:^ 
TOnn TOT ?r^TO 5(1? en?TTO to m crocf, ^r>(TW ^ ror:^ 

•(f?5T5(?T ^F?!? SRT TO5(T? 5(1? ?C^ caC?C^ ^IHICH? 2n?5WlT? “?3^ 5(1? 

»?m? TOCf?; mn5 a w TOft to «(? to a^ cro a?TR?( srto^ m a^ to? 

eT?aT?!( *pa[1 m^tto? ?rTO kj (5t??TCM a^ c«f1?a cr? ?*cto:i ?1to ?t'5(t 

W ?f^ ?t(yT to ?T 2KTO ?f??^ ?’C? at ?•? t?^? TO— 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May I Sir, draw your atten- 
tion to the irrelevancy of Mr. Patirain Roy's speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ; I think the Hon'ble the Leader of the House set 
a bad example by speaking on general politics a litfle while ago and under 
the circumstances 1 have to allow the Opposition also to spe^ veiy^ gene- 
rally. I even thought as much that the Hoirhle the Leader of the House 
was going astray at one stage. • *' 

Tht Hoil*bl« SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I did not 

go astray. The Opposition spoke why Western Bengal should be excluded 
from the operation of this Bill and my observations were in reply to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am afraid you 8|)oke on general iwlitics. 

. TN Hon’bld SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 did not 

think I did so. 

Mn PRESIDENT: You did%> so, Mr. Muaszamuddiu Hosaiu, Y<m 
spoke on general politics and siv it is very difhcult for me to restrain the 
Opimsition from speaking on general politics. I regret it. 
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I woold'^yist sag^st both to the (JoTernment and to the OppoeitioS; to 
avoid this ^erai discussion because we have alreqdy passed ihat stage mira 
the Oppositjoa should confine themselves to spbcinc motion before the 
Hou^ becatiee the amendments have been tamed by the Opposition. So 
they should try to support their party amendments if they can by advanc- 
ing only reieyant arguments and Government if they want to oppose these 
:iraendments should also be equally relevant in their observations. So, Mr. 
[ioy. I would ask you not to emulate the Hon'ble the Leader of the House 
lu this matter:. 

Mf« BAHKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: We have got to follow the Leader 
J the House, Sir. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : 9Tr5 

cwIr to stticrti 

e cafroH fi[fr*T — <stfTR 5T^<rrr i « c5ifTOf*'»t 

TO ptejT TO TO i caffef^ s TOTO 5(T»Pt;f5f 

acquire TO fro? CTO TOT. TOT f^UTflfTT « TO Wf^TT. 

tot ctoto c'ie?[r to totto c?*t 1 5^ ^ifrr JtfTT w Twr to 

3TO TOT TOTO C^T SITOT ^ TO, <3^ ^TO il«rrc^« ^TTOT TO I 
5*t'c <3^ ^^froirnr ?t c^r hi,ir hh"!^ is^c? f^^iu " hiTw 

Jf'CTOI <35: TTi^TTTti^ TO[ Wl^ ^5RT TOT <3^ •TP^ ’PW? 'ST TTTO^'" 

*TOi <3 rryr Tn^uj^iyRi to( (<pr <PT?®t srnpcr ^ i TO ®nT*^ w hi*( 

e catrof*^ twTO fro? tott cto to p\«?rr 

TOT? t^T^ W Tow S CSrfyrCTt^ f?TTC't TOT Sto ^ m ft?*f?TT^ 

CSfTT scheme 'Q project pending «ncf l oltl^l scheme e 

^?T? TO, TO^ TO^ TOie TOif «3sr a ^n?e to^ 

W,^ 5TT P\e?r TOC¥1 5T7ijT*T «ITf? ?5n:T TO? TOUr? csnro Bhairab Schiune 
TO^ CTO TOT TOT 3t: scheme TO ^ TO l ?f?? ^ ^?TT ^TT TOT? ^ 
??TTO ^ fcR CTO TOTT nc^ TOt I TOT? f?»?m '3?r C? tTOTTO f?T <3? sehemeCW 
TOlf TO?«TT ?F?r TO scheme TOTV?1 ?'CT TO ??T fTTO? •TTOTS^ nfTT 

5^ ?T bT?lTO ^ TO ?TC? — ?5; 5Tt? 5T? 0 ?TTO CTOT ?*:? 1 

TT?^ <(7!Rr C^iTO H * Ige r y n' scheme-— >3? ?^TO TO TOT TOCfl C^Tf? 

*3^ JTOT 20? 00 TOT? f??r tSif? ??; TO CTO ♦ifTT «nif I *3?!? TOTT? TO C^ ^ 
?T?^ ?’CWI ?t? TO ^PT$T ??, TOCr ?TO PT?T ?TC? Cn^lW CWf oo TOT? fW 
Srfu'cO TO TOC? I • <3? t?®T WC? '3?T CSTMc^T^ f?TTTO’ TO .IViC? TOTO 3RT 

TO (3? fro? wreTT? <3c? n?^ nf?5TTOT ??r ^feri art? c? wr schemed? 

w 5WT? *(f?«tT ??r? nc? c? n? fff? to TOt nfrr totc? c’t n? eft? waste 

Aiidd? definition d? TOT nc? ?TC? a?t C5W;td acquire TOO 

TOtf TOT? ?n ?f? c??1 ??r ?? TT’t’Cd «rt^ to ?? t^iw? cto ’dfr ?*c? ?t a?^ 

Cabinetd? TO u(W?? CTO TOJ* ??T rc? ?T. ??t f?fTcn? 5n?T? 
??f ?T?l a^ aro? to a?f!> f??? t?c?? arol?! Housed? TOd «r?t tor 
e catTOf*^ f<e T CH ? f?c??T; a? ?;;? f?sjTTO ?f?? t^aj^Ta? a?R frorr 

?*r? TOUTl ?TC? ?*T? C?*C? ?T 5ff?CT TO TOT? TO" ?? C? aTPT 

'ffV? a?t BTC?? C?r?Tl TTC? ?tTT ^ CTO TOC*^ W C?CT aUT? ?Ti «nft? ?TOr 

nfrr to toi ?f*tt?cTO «itoto brt— H e*(W srft ac?? ?t tt? ntrr tor 
c? gff? ? j a? ?rc? ?T?r c^rc? c?e?T? to ??: f?? to totot?? aro 

«ITC??? f?c??? TO TOCH a? 5ff?? ?TO ?n? C?T? C?6?T? TO f?t? TO OT ?rTO 
C3f?ti"5 trt? ??? Revenue Minister tTOR T*R tTt?e ??J C&'‘‘5 t ^FC? 
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CW w®t ^ ^ ^ C5WIR fuJl atop fOt Hiri 

wff •n’fl flffipRT nfw ^ ®nifi crow toc ^ 

JWI5 ♦(M =nri cww ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^R[nc TO *pzr1 *0JTO ^iiTO "fl^repc CJoUector f=w;;f fcf^ cwn* tojw r ,i 

jm Hf*l waste land, TO! OTTO if fTO TOR TO TOT 

Jlt^ 5W*fF *lIR R l5*r?T RHR fTOR COTFOT^ THC^H OT*^CT8l ^o IR |)T^ 

TO acre fTO TOR TOHTO ?fTO C*1|i^ TO ^ ooo UtTO TOITTO ^ CTO OTR 
TO TOt nf^ ©tro waste land TO 55 OT’^’OT TOf5 TO5 C^l OT 

«nf5 5f*[ OT^yTOTf^ TO TO®T <a^ 'RfH\f«l waste land tTOR TOOT? 5T «aR 
;R5 R«5r 5$^ 'il5^ TOI 55PR fTO 3F5;5 JTTTOrt 5TO OT^T 55 W 5 «tfH\f«ilC 
5TCTy TO 551 TO frocf TO 5 to ht 55 5R5 1 «qajl*! 

9[f55 TOtoI 5C5t ypR5 OTR^ nf5«ro ^5^1 5TO TO TOICH 

RTMT OTTO OT5 C5^ OT5OT5 CSlfOT^OT « 5R^ fTOTO al fTO5 TOOT 

aR pOTra KfH^fsi acquire TOTTO TOt^ OTTO OTl a^ TOCR a^F^ 

5OT6 WTOfTO 5T5 OT R 5R^ a5^ CafTOfOT f5OTR TOl5 TO f5^ TO TOl ai 
Housea TOf5 aW5 f5OT;s OTCl OT R Bengal Land Acquisition Bill OT^ 
5(^4 I 555 a5R9R f5OT;jC 5TC*I OT OTR <Kai5 C5 <5^5 — 

^ Wr. AMULYADHAN ROY : OT a^T 5OT 551 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Mr. Roy ^ njRT f5OT; 551 OTRit 

5r^TO C5 «r^Rr f5^5 to R to to fro 5RT f5Rn TOOT5 5RT aC5 f5 
■KfR^OT #51 5J?# I OT5OT5 ®RT f5C5R 5C5T 'oil'll *li5# 1 a^ ®1T5R SHOT'S a5?> SPOT5 
a^ #OT 5fiRr «rrf5 fN;;^ 5T51TO amendment TO;;*f 555^5 \<i^ TOT 

TOR 855 #'5f5l 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, it is unfortuiiute that on th 

last occasion when I stood up, although I tried to catch your eyes, I wa 

not given an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right you may speak now. 

Mf. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Thank you, Sir. L would m 
have at all risen, because so far as this amendment is concerned, the pos 
tion has been very ably explained by Mr. Hoy. But in view of the fat 
that the Iveader of the House took upon himself the responsibility of mal 
ing statement here as regards the old policy of the League GovemmeE 
and the present position of the League Government, it has prompted m 
to say a few woras in reply. Probably the Hon’ble Minister can recognis 
some of us here who have Wen here since the very inception of the presei 
system under 1936 Act and if my friend says now that the old Ministr 
W'as insecure I am sorry to say that he is not doing himself justice. Th 
vejry fact that in the ola ministry they depended on others would show ths 
they were more representative and popdlar at that time. They were moi 
secure then. (The Hon’ble Mr. 8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hosaiu : No, w 
w^ere not secure then. We had to depend on others and so w’e could m 
carry out any aineliomtive measures for the good of the people). Th 
Mimsti^ did not at that time incur the odium which you are incurring now 
Though you are feeling that you are very much secure, it is practically a 
open secret now that even amongst yourselves there ivS going to be a chang 

i The Hon’ble Mr. Saived Muausamuddin Hosain; That is quite natural 
f that is quite natural, then for Heaven’s sake do not «i(|y that your posi 
tion is more secure now than before. Mv honourable friend has made ai 
alle^tion that Ave ore opposing this Bill to establish a Caste Hindu oli 

f ftrvhy. I refute that statement. The Hon'ble Minister could not shu 
is eyes to the fundamental rights which have been enunciated by th 
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Central GoINpwnent Bill. The Hon'bk ^Minister, is pertur^bed over the 
idea of a Uilibn Ministry in West Bengal but let ine tell him he need Hot 
\)e anxious. ^ This West Bengal ministry is going%ot to be a caste Hindu 
er Muslim Raj but a Raj of the people, by He people and for the benefit 
of the people. So, I wish that you should not loosely characterise a Minis- 
try which i« not in being but which is certainly coming, irresistible, and 
I think as a responsible Minister he should not bare made that observation 
at all. ^ • . 

Coming to the particular amendment, I will just say only a few words. 
AVe have all seen, Sir, that this particular Bill is without any definite plan 
or a scheme. If there had been any plan or scheme we could have ana- 
lysed that carefully or if any facts were set out to show the total cjuantities 
oi lands which w^ould be required for various purposes. We could have 
tinrti understood the necessity for this Bill, or their sincerity of purpose and 
there would not have been any trouble to pass this Bill. But they are 
absolutely absent and that alone shows what the Ministry is for. They 
want only to grab the. whole of wastelands in Bengal and aS swn as the 
waste lands are under their clutches they w’ill distribute them to whjjever 
they pleaae. One point raised by the Leader of tlie House was that one of 
the objects of the Bill was that the Bihar refugee.s will he given a portion 
oi these lands. ,(The Hon’ble Mr. Saiykd MuAZZXMrnniN Hosain : To un- 
economic holders of land). Now, so far as other purposes are concerned^ 
there is the existing law of the land which the Ministry can avail them- 
selves of. Only the existing law will not hel[» them in re-settling the lai^ 
with people of their own liking. That is where the existing laws will Mt 
help them and that is why thev«ure really taking advantage of this parti- 
f'ular bill, this pernicious and black bill as I have called it. That really 
IS the reason and theee could be no other reason because tin* Tiand Acqui* 
siljon Act is there; it can certainly help them. It may takt* a little time 
but there again they could liave made ju^t a little alteration iu the way 
ot procedure to suit these purp(»se8 ami they could have got it in no time. 
There could have been jiossibly no objection or cxc<*j)tiou to an amendment 
ot that description. Sir, having regard to the fact that, as I have said, 
tluue is no scheme before us 1 would re(im‘st the iloiTldc Minister to give 
\\\) the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions from this bill. Tliere is a saying 
which, I hope, is well-known to everybody and which is ‘’The men 

gi^«‘ up orte half instead of losing the whole”. So this is le^s than half. 
Whv not give up this halt iu AVest Bengal and proceed with \our bill so 
iai as the (dlier half is concerned. A'ou may find ])laiu sailing; there 
will be no trouble whatsoever and all this waste of time, nioiiev and energy 
would have been avoided. You are all men from tlie Last and as wise 
men of the East 1 would request you to follow that saying “give U}> thia 
half and carry’ on with the oilier half*'. 


AYith these words, Sir, I support the amendment before the House. 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sii. the OptMisitiou has put 
forward arguments which are urgumenls usuallv put forward by Hie vested 
interests and the Congress is idehtifieiK the (ongress Opposition as cona- 
tituted iu this House is identified, with those interests. (Mr. LaLIT 
( handha Das — Question?). There is Mr. Nahar who said that they would 
obstruct the bill and if they are determined to obstnict ihev should expect 
lio answer from the (rovemment. But even then J would waU’h them 
and if I find that they do not revise their attitude then they may go on 
spealtittg here but from the Government side they will get no answ'er. And 
1 like to give them another chance that if they are really serious about 
this, and serionpii about their duties and about their business and if the 
Opposition is hei^ to perform their duties or in other words to help the 
Legislature to enact legislation, if they do their job. well, in that case 
they will get answers from the (Jovernment to their observations. (Mr. 
Lakjt CH-\JfDRA D.as. Do you know the fate of the Secondary^ Education 
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Bill, that your Ministry foundered on it and there was i>er8istent oppositioi] ?) 
Coming to the point I % say^that this is a peoples Ministry (Ciies of No 
No from the Opposition Bipches) and they will legislate for the whfih 
people; they are not goinglb legislate for any part or party of Beiigul 
they are going to do good to the people as a whole in the whole oi Bengai 
so long as they have been placed in power by the people of Bengal and thir 
ministry consists of representatives of all section of the population. (Crit^ 
of No, No, •from the Opposition Benches.) 

0 

Mr# PRESIDENT: I would request you again not to go into tlii« 
<|uestion . 

•'The HOfl’bla Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: The Opposition characterise! 
this Ministry as a communal Ministry, Muslim in character and that is tin 
reason why I had to reply to that charge. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The less you try to reply to these points the bettei 
•» for you and the more you help yourself. 

Mf, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. May 1 
ask the Hon’ble Mininter whetlier it is a fact that the Chief Minister o 
Bengal declared on more than one occasion that it is a one-party Ministry 
and that he would like to change it into an all-party Ministry P Has tht 
lioftourable Minister the right to contradict his Chief? 

AMULYADHONE ROY; What about Mr. Tarak Xatb Mukherjor: 
Wlie hot a caste Hindu? Or is he a Muslim League member? 

The Hofl’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN*. If the liononrable members o 
the ojjpoHition ])leuse to confine themselves to the points at issue and if tin 
Hon'nle President confines the debate to the points ‘at issue, then no oin 
will be more hajipy than m\Helf. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Is this a refleetion on the chair? 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: No. (ertainly not. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: (Nearly it looks like that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, in my ojjening speech 1 
had stated what annuint of land was immediately reipiired and what wa 
the scheme, and with whom it was intended to settle the lauds— all the8< 
are in detail in that speech. 1 believe the opposition has not eared to give 
any attention to these things and that is the reason why it is putting up al 
its arguments on this line. Their position is not sincere and that is tin 
reason why they are putting forward all these arguments at random. 1 
oppose the amendment, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in silb-clansc 
( 2 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, after the word “except" in line 1, the following 
l)e inserted, namely: — 

“Burdwan and Presidency Divisions, and". 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— e. 


Mr. Lailt Chandra Dai 

Mr. Bankhfi Chandra Datta 

Hal Bahadur Brolandra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Bljoy Bhigh Nahar 

Hal Bahadur 4ogandra Nath Ray 


Mr. BIron Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patlraih Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Banyal 


. NOES— 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-al^Mahmud 

Mr. Niir Ahmad 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmod 

Mai Bahadur Dhirondra Lai Barua 


Mr. Rtajuddin Bhulya 
Mr. Moamm Nomaln Choordliury 
Mr. Syod Rabbi Chowtfhury 
Mr. D. «l. Cohan 
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Outta 


Mr 6.’ 

The Hofi'bl* Saiyed Muazzemiiddin 
Hoealn 

Mr. Latafat Haatain 



Mr. Mobaralt AH Ktoan 

Mr. 8yid AMtri Majid 

Ttia Haa'bt^Taralc Nath Mukarlaa 

Mr. Ab&f Mhid 

Mr. Anmadhofif Ray 

Khan 9mih Moidvi WahMuiiaman 

Hail Md. Yutuf 


The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 21 the motion was lost. 

Mr. BUOY SINCH NAHAR: 1 beg to move that in sub-elause 
(it clause 1 of the Bill the following be added at the end, namely: — 

"and also residential area of the villages”. 

■ Sir, with the addition of this sentence the suWlause will read nil 
fellows :—*‘It extends to the whole of Bengal except Calcutta as defined in 
clunse (II) of section 3 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 11)32, and any area 
(injstituted a municipality under the jirovisiuns of the Bengal Municipal 
A( t, 1932, and also residential area of the villages”. Sir, the object of the 
Uiil is to take away these lands for afforestation or the carA’ing out of 
inigation or drainage schemes, or the provision of sites for the setting i\p of 
iiKuiel villages, or the settlement of land with any person or persons in order 
to ]H(»vide them with a means of livelihood it they are without such a means 
nl livelihood as a result of discharge from military service, the operation 
of natural causes or circumstances, such as disturbances ol the jmbUc 
iran(|uillity, over which they have no control, etc., etc. In sub-sect 
"i ( lause 1 it says that the Bill extends to the whole of Bengal 
( al(‘utta as defined in clause {11) of section 3 of the (ailcutta MuniciparAiY; 
MCM, and any area constituted a municipality under tlH‘ provisions of the 
llciigal Municipal Act, 1932. Sir, 1 would like to add that this Bill should 
not apply to those areaw of the villages where tlieie are residential hon.^es 
o! ^e^idential areas. In villages theie are )»oor peo[)le wlio kee)) ojien some 
’* liieir homestead lands for certain purpo'ies or for huilding houses atter- 
\'.inls. Tf those vacant lands aie taken that iiill create great hardships to 
' 0 * people of the villages. The Ifon’hle Minister sa\>* that he is chainpion- 
Mig the causes of the poor and accuses u> of representing* tlie I’ase of the 
) indlord> and ve.sted interests. Jlut this amendment of mine really helps 
I lie poor people. Sometimes thme are some vacant lands in a village where 
Ho* children of the poor peojile play or thme an* some grazing laud 
' >r the cattle. If by ciiance it enters the head of the collecUu or any 
i erson who is appointed by Government that these lands should not lie ki ]»t 
' l»cn but should be turned into fore.sts or get them settled v\ith the ex- 
inilitary men that will create great hardships to the people of the villages. 
\t the same time it might be said that the prices of the residential lands 
'•le much more higher than the price fixed as price ot these waste lands. 

There is another point. Tf the (government settle some such lands with 
I }>oor mifn who is alnio.st a beggar and has no means of livelihmid then 
lie would certainly require money to build houses, in that event Govern- 
ment wdll have to prepare a scheme and provide enough money to jieople 
^'liorn such lands are given to enable them to build houses to live in. Even 
d they get lands to cultivate the poor people wmuld require money to buy 
^niplements without which they cannot cultivate the lands. So an altoge- 
flmr different scheme will have to be worked out by Government. To start 
•> model village, the Hon’ble Miiii.ster will also require lands for residential 
I'Urjmses. Therefore I would urge upon the Hoii’ble Minister not to give 
e ffect to this Bill in the residential areas of.the villages. He should seriously 
‘♦'Uhider this point. There are many villages which are growing up; there 
•‘^e many villages where there is no municipality as they have not yet 
i^rowu up into towns. The wmste lands of the.se areas and these places should 
'H ver be disturbed', and they should not be subjected to the operation of 
diese clauses, I do not mind if tho^e lands are in West Bengal or in East 
fh'Ugal or anywhere else in Bengal. Those lands .should never he touched, 
mmld never l>e disturbed ; it is for the benefit of the poor class. It is for 
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the benefit of tbe residential people, people residing in those places and 
will really help them. I can cite anotner instance how the operation 
this Bill can take place.^ If a Collector of a district does not see eve to e 
with certain persons of that district or a group of persons and beco; 
jealous of them or wants td trouble them, he can, out his own accoi 
take away the land or give notice of acquiring their valuable plot of la 
which has been kept as a grazing ground or a football ground or as a schi 
or some other purpose. He at his sweet will and pleasure can create trou 
and take away the land for praej^cally no purpose and practically with( 
any compensation worth the name and if you do not want to do these thii 
and if you do not feel that such things should happen I would urge 1 
acceptance of this amendment of mine by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of clai 
1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end, namely: — 

‘"and also residential area of the villages”. 

MFi LACIT CHANDRA .DA8: Mr. President, Sir, I support the amei 
ment that has been moved by my friend Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. In 1 
definition of waste land as given in this Bill certain lands have been 1 
out, I mean have been exemj»ted from the oj>€ration of the provisions 
this Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, Pd47. I mav here draw t 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to one of the exceptions given under t 
(D^ition of “waste land” given in sub-clause (2) (iv) of clause 2 of t 
„I^ili^. It has been mentioned there “any land used for homestead piirpo 
together with any garden api)ertaining to a homestead”. That has been e 
empted but I desire to jmint out that wdiat has been really wanted by t] 
ameudmeut is something different frimi that which has been exemjded. }> 
Nnlmr w’anted that the residential area of the villages should be exempts 
This is. Sir, something over and above any land used for homestead purpof 
together wdth any garden appertaining to a homestead. Supp<>se for ii 
taiute a certain lugh land within a village surrounded on all the tour sic 
by poor people is 'lying vcutant- — may be according to the Hon’ble Minis 
waste — and that is being used as a playground, what would hap])eu to tin 
ill this Bill be brought into operation for the ])urpose of accjuiring tl 
landP Now, Sir, (dearly enough unless this is exeluded hy an ex[>ress pro 
sion of the law tliis may fall within the mischicd of the law. So if t 
words “and also residential area of the villages” be added at the end 
sub-(dause (2), it may very well be elaimed by the villagers and though tJ 
may be lyiug vacant at the pre.sent time being used as a plavgrcuiml 
• may s(d)se(iuently be used by the villagers for the purpose of extension 
their homestead for the nurpose tif residence. It is nec‘es8arj’ therefore 
orotect the interests of tne villagers in this reganl and such lands shoe 
be exempted. I support the umeudnient of mv friend Mr. Biiov Sin 
Nuhar. ‘ ^ ‘ 

BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: I beg to support the amendmej 
1 think this is u very humble amendment and I do not think Governnn 
^ would lose anything if they simply exclude from the operation of the B 
only a very insignificant nortion ‘of waste lauds because these areas whi 
^^Te to be meant for residential areas in villages could not evidently 
Very big and therefore I think (Tovernment will he well adyised in acce] 
ing this very humbler amendment. These open spaces by the side of t 
houses of these poor villagers as T think is known to you, too. Sir, are us 
and utilised by the poor peasants for various j>uri>oses and I do not t 
why these lands, the area of whic'h would not be very big, should be tak 
away from these peasants. And these lands, as mv friend has pointed o\ 
are often for grazing lands for the oxen and sometimes also for playgroun 
and for other similar purpoies. These lands are really what one m 
describe as parks in the villa^^es. And one thing which strikes me is thi 
suppowng certain villagers in a particular place wants to have a 8ch< 
or a pattsala, or a market place nearabont their holdings, where they w 
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find a place ior this purpose? Because there is thili Bill which can entitle 
the Collects to take any such land if he pleases. Where then is the protec- 
tion so far as these poor peasants are concerned ? I would therefore request 
the Hon ble 'Minister in cha^e not to cast his eye on these 'eery humble 
plots of land, the area of which w’ould not be very much and exclude them 
from the operation of the Bill. With thcvse words I support the amendment. 

ThO Hoh’Wb iir. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 ih> not understand how 
tlic opposition could bring in an amendment like this, hecause the Lund 
Ac.juisition 4^t is there, and it i^ not as if all the lands in Bengal are going 
to he acijuired under this Bill. It is only an enabling Bill lor acciuiritiff 
Mastelauds for certain specified purposes. When the tioverninent have decid- 
ed to aqqnire such lands they will have to prepare jilaus and those plans 
will be made known to the public and they will know the details and 
(lovernnient will have to justify tlie case to the investor^ of inonev in those 
iaiols so as to make them suitable for the various purp(,i>es for whii'li (loveni- 
iiieut are really acquiring those lands. (Mr. (’handra Dv.s; Yes 

.It rupees ten per acre!) Yes, rupees ten per acre for a piece of land which 
jius been lying waste for -JO years. (Mr. Buoy Sini.ii Nahui; Why dO 
\ear^, is it not only since the dlst January IJMT'') That is. Sir, ahout flie 
flefiuition of waste land but this is about compensation, iiamdy, hi the case 
where the land was recorded as waste land in the record-of-rigliis preplired 
during the first District Survey and Settlement Operatiun.s, etc., and «hich 
does not yield any income; in that cum* only llie eompioisation will bo* ten 
rupees. If the opiiositiou membei^ will only care to read the Bill tliey will 
find this thing there. Only this will gi\e compensation of Ks. l(t per acie. 

Mr, BUOY SING A NAHAR* Sir, may 1 intervene lor a minute. 
This is not in the definition of the waste land— the definition of waste lands 

stated in the definition is— waste land means anv land which has been 
Iviiig uncultivated since before the dlst day ot January, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The honouiuble memlier should 
lefei to tile eoiujicii.^ation elausf*. I nder tin* definition thi*j‘e i?f no mention 
<d compensation. I nder the clau.->e wliere conipensutioii is mentioned, 
dieie it is mentioned. Sir, 1 am happ\ that Mr. .\ahar lias exjiosed tlie 
fTposition. Without understanding they are interlering with the passage 
<'i this Bill. With these words 1 oppo.se the ameiidm(*nt. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Do you know that any company will 
I'c willing to take these lands at a much higher pi ice — do j,ou know’ that ^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, • order. The (|uestion before the IIou.se is 
^nat in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following he added at the 
end. naiij^ly : — 

“and also resiilential area of the villuge.s'\ 

The motion was put ami a division taken with the ttdlowing result: 

AXES— 1^. 


Mr. Latit Chandra Oat 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 
Mr. E. D. Doynt 
Mr. Q. j, K. Hbok 
^ai Sahidur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 
Mr. Aloxandtr MeLaron 


Mr. Abdulbhal-Mihmud 
Be* Nitr Ahmad 
Mr. Badaniddin Ahmad ' 

Mr* Byad Badruddii^ 

Rti Bahadur DhirJdra Ul Bania 
Mr. Raaluddm Bhuiya 
Mr. Maaxxam Naaaain ChouMHiury 
Mr. ^ Ful. RtMl ChMNHMiry 
Mr- D. 4 . MMn 


Ayes being 12 Noes being 18 the- motion was lost 


Mr. Blioy Singh Nahsr 
Ral Bahadur Jogandra Nath Roy 
Mr. Biran Roy 
Mr. Blawanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Cham Chandra Banyal 
NOES— It. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoodul Hoqua 
Mr. Latafat Hotaain 
Mr. Moharafc Ah Khan 
Mr. Byad Abtfuf Majid 

K 

Mr. AimilyadhofM Ray 

ssTjfTJir" •— 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes, Mr. Das. Before you move this amenduit 
I may tell you that your arguments should*'^ confined to the Bajsh^j 
Division because the arguments regarding the Presidency Division and t 
Burdwan Division have been almost exhaustecl, ^ii^nnection with anotl 
amendment. ^5| 

Mr^ LALIT CHANDRA DA8^ Yes, Sir. I beg to move that in sii 
clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the ei 
namely:— ^ 

^ “and except the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Di|iiion and t 
Rajshahi Division”. 

Sir, if this amendment is accepted then the clause would rea<Wkhus 
It extends to the whole of Bengal except Calcutta as defined in clause (i 
of section -‘I of the Calcutta Municipal Act 192^1, and any area constitut 
a inunicipaHty under the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932, ai 
except the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Division and the Rajsha 
Division”. 

Now, Sir, what remains? The two other division remain, namely, t 
Chittagong Division and the Dacca Division over which this Act will ha 
operation. My arguments in respect of this are these. 

I find that the Hon’ble Minister is not listening. Until he listens 
pref^ to stop. The Hon’ble Minister is not listening and therefore I mo 
stop. 

MFt PRESIDENT* The Hon'ble Minister should be in his seat. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It this amendmelit of mine is accepte 
then, Sir, the Act would be applicable only to the two remaining Divisio 
of the Presidency of Bengal, the two being the Chittagong Division ai 
the Dacca Division. 1 think. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister should be satifi( 
with the acquisition <d‘ the sii-called waste lands in those two divisioi 
giving up his claim to the acquisition of such lands in the Presidency Div 
•»ion, the Burdwan Division and the Kajshahi Division. My reason is thi 
Sir, that he should first of all prove liis bona fides before w’e can j>erm 
him to take greater pow’er to acquire lakhs and lakhs of acres of laii 
throughout the province. Sir. the Horrble Minister said that he has g< 
schemes. He may i)ut his plans (the details of which are not known to u 
nid schemes into effect in those two divisions, namely the Chittagon 
Divi.sion and the Dac(*a Division. The Hon’ble Minister said that he mei 
h'oned them at the time of the opening of his case for this Bill. We don 
remember. We wull be very attentive and we will listen witli interest wlu 
plans he has got and wbat are the details of those plans and schemes wit 
respect to these twM> Divisions, not the other three. Let him pr^S^e tho^ 
[dans now and here and impress the House. Sir^ to a questiqft of mi|] 
:he answer has been given by (biverninent that the (juantity ofciW^te land 
is tiver rfO lakhs of acres of land. There are several acres o? land, Sir 
yiug waste in the Chittagong Divfftiou and the Dacca Division and if thoe 
jMuiB be taken up by the Uovernment to start with, the han^^of the Govern 
neat will be full. I say therefore Sir, let the Government *i|itead qf sweai 
ing that they will do this and that prove their boTui fides by eiecutinj 
•ertain jilans in these two divisions. As soon as the Government proves tha 
t is efficient, that it is active, that it is executing good plans, certainly the; 
vill establish their right to claim the confidence of the representatives n 
the people of the Rajshahi Division and of the other two Division^ W 
know of no such plans and the steps they are going to take to put thos 
plans into operation. Let the Hon’ole Minister in reply reveal what thos 
plans are, what are their detail^ with respect to the Dacca Division and th 
Chittagong Division only, and let them put those plans into effect by acquii 
ng the waste lands of these two Divisions anly. Then Sir, there is andthe 
lapect of the question. A great tussle is going on with a neighbburinj 
Government) but such a tussle should not he allowed to go on. Tne Benge 
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government iji saying tLat th#'!lBengal immigrants should be allowed to 
^;t*itle in Asilpi, a|id*tlie Assam^ €lovernment is stoutly resisting this claim 
,,t the Bengal Government. T say to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of thia 
Hill that instead of quarrelling with a nei^i^houring Government as regards 
the powers ^rtuch that neighbouring Government have gtit to deal with their 
l.iuds in any way they please, this Government should first of all see whether 
they can make room for the Bengal immigrants in Assam in their own 
divisions, and within the boundaries of its own jurisdiction. These immi- 
grants are immigrants mostly from Mymenaingh, Tippera and fn)m neigh* 
lK)unng diHiSg^ lying close to Assam. They will lie only lo<i happy if 
they are all^^ to settle in their own province instead of having to iftr 
over to a province (amidst bickerings) which is not their (wn, and where 
they <#not get what they really want. This will afford the Hon’hle Minis- 
ter an opportunity to solve at least one vexed ouestion, namely, the (juestion 
ol Bengal immigrants to Assam, to have tliein uithdrawn from Assam 
and to settle theni peacefully in their own districts hy matTiiring these 
wa^elands. Bui instead of doing that they have taken up the easiest way^ 
namely, of quarrelling with a neighbouring province, ostensibly with the 
..hject of settling them in the grazing grounds of Assam, hut really with 
a view to Pakistanising that province. I will not dilate ou this point 
luither, but only this I ^^ill say that if this Ministry wants to give a proof 
id their bona it can do so now by acquiring these \^astelauds for the 

Hfiigal immigrants in these two divisions, without sending them to Assam, 
Sir, there is another argument which 1 have got to place hetore the 
House in this connection. My tlfird point is that (T(»vcrnment should in 
'lull matters take the opinion of the people, I mean, in tiio matter, of 
.utpiisition of these waptelands. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it you say, Mr. Dus^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am sauiig that in this matter of 
.ui[iiiring lands, or indeed in any matter of legislation, <i(»verninent should 
lio guided by public opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that point does not arise now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 will just show how it arises, Sir. My 
Inond says that he represents the juaqile and legislating for the benefit 
"t the people, the masses. So tar as these two divisions are coucerned I 
■' i\ that this communal Government does l ertainly renresent the vast majo- 
Niy of the people there aud can acquire lands in tliose two divisions at 
uji\ price 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M ay T just advise you.. Mr. Das, not to bring for- 
^'u^d thqipgjrargumentH in support of the motion y Y(ni should rather try 
t > support <he motion on its own merits. DunH, indulge again in general 
pmltics. Tkli^ moment you do so you provoke (juestions on the other side 
^iid the bill will be delayed for nothing. 

• • ' 
Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, is there after all anything in l|^e ♦ 
s!*ut*ches of the ^^^ositiou except bitter communal feelings y 

Mr, iJIlLIT CHANDRA DAS: I am constrained to observe that the 
Hpiioaition has taken the view that it i.s a political Bill, that it is not a Bill 
meant for to nationalise waste lands but only to communalise all waste- 
iands. “If, as a matter of fact, we have taken that view, is it not natural 
ihnt^Gn'^placing our jioint before you, we will be liable to stray into the 
lorhidden land of politics? In this matter, as we have taken the view that 
Government do not actually reqmre so much land but that their inten- 
is otherwise, therefore I am pointing out " 

Mr« PREBIDENT: When we^are discuMing the general principles of 
^ Bill in that case you would be relevant in mentioning all these things 
when the House is discussing a specific amendment to the clauses of 



780 WASTE LAND ACQUISirfclf^^iL. [6 th Ma, 

4l- *'• 

a Bill, .you should try to confine yourself to xhe aiheiidment itself and if you 
have to advance any argument of a generll natiu^ that also must be strirtlv 
relevant to the amendment before the House. • 

Mf« LALIT CHANDRA DASS I am referring, Sir, to a specific matter 
in this case 

Mfi PRESIDENTS Please goiln with your amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, I have given two points and this 
is my last point. I am dealing with my last point and I am ||iowing ho\\ it 
is relevant. When we say that certain divisions may be nfted out of thin 
Bill we mean that in <*ertain other divisions where they can exercise that 
right of acquisition without trouble and interference, namely Chmagoui: 
and Dacca Divisions, where there will be nci chance of any disturbance for 
the future, ^because undoubtedly there is majority there in favour of the 
Oovernment they cun exercise their right without any sort of golmal an<l 
acquire lands as best as they can. But so far as the other divisions are 
concerned, namely the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, there the Hindi! 
are in overwhelming majority and there they Avill have to work against f\w 
wishes of 70 per cent, of the population it\ot more, of the West Bengal 
people, and it would be very difficult to effect the acquisition in this pun 
whereas in the Chittagong and Dacca Divisions where they have undoubted 
majority they can easily put into operation their wasteland acquisition 
scheme and do whatever they like. With these words 1 commend my mohnu 
for the acceptance of the House. « 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Amendment to moved tlisif in suit-clause (’2) ot 
clause (7) of the Bill, the following be added to the end, namely: — 

“and except the Ib-esidency Division, tlie Burdwan Division and tiu- 
Rajshahi Division". 

Rfti BflhBdur BROilENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, the amendment 
also stands in mv name. T am not going to repeat the arguments advani ed 
by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. But I will only confine myself ti' 
the Kajshalii Division because I come from tlie Bajshahi Division. Tln- 

S opulatioii of Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling districts are overwhelmingly noii- 
[uslim. Besides these two districts are know as tea growing districts and 
the value ot the land here i.s mu«‘h more than what has been proposed to be 
given in the Bill. Therefore if lands are acquired in these two districts 
it will affect the tea industry and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur T find it very difficult to follow vou, 
better come to tlie microphone. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA NATH MAITRA: All right, $tt. Govern 
ment wants to take away these lands at the rate of Rs. 10 per acre but the 
lands in Jalpaiguri district is much more valuable because tbe people grow^ 
tea in those lauds and it i> niqch more profitable. If then Government 
take away these lauds at this rate the people will suffer a heavy loss. There* 
frtre, T think, the Rajshahi Division should be kept out of the purview of 
this Bill. You know, Sir, Nator sub-Division of the Rajshahi District is 
full of Bills. Some yeaYs ago, the District Board of Rajshahi ^ve some 
money to Government for drainage in order to improve the area but Govern- 
ment returned the money. Thus the Government did not allow the people 
to develop the area. The Government should allow the people to deveolp 
these waste lands without taking away them. 

With these words, Sir, I yiipport the amendment. 

Mf. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, the question be now put. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot accept it. The Hon’ble Mini^ 
ter must be given some time to reply and tbere are some members who want 
to speak on this motion. Yes, Mr. Sanyal, 
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Mr. CH^U CHARDRA ^ARYAL: Sir, I come from the Eajshahi 
Division and I wish to speak on this motion. In supporting this motion 
some stray references may be made by me to the Burawan and Presidency 
Divisions just to connect the points and I hope you will excuse me for doing 
ij(». I may read from a report which has been published elsewhere it has 
been said iliat Burdwan Division contains nearly 8 lakhs acres of waste 
lands and Presideucy about ll‘ lakhs acres. It 1 am wrong I hojw the 
Iloirble Minister will correct me. In reply to a question in the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly on the 2^?nd March 1947 the Hon’ble Mr. Abciur 
Kahnian said 

Mr* PRESIDENT! Mr. Sunyal, what you an* reading trom!^ 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: I am reading troui the jiroceed- 
ings ot the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! lhat you cannot do. \ou cannot refer to the pro- 
ceedings of the other House. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANRAL: I am only the figures. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! You can Use tliose figures but Vi>u cauuot reter to 
it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir Aou, it has been 
fttated that iu the Burdwan Division there are about 2S,(IOO Bihar letugees 
and in the Presi(lency Division there are about 4L,I)0(I. Of course, there 
has been much discussion about the Biliari refugees o\er this tiuestion. 
There has been a lot ot discussion on this point and I do not like to go 
further into the matty. M\ point is oiil> (his. The Minister in charge 
^\hile introducing this Biirretcried to muii\ phhs of lands of tliousand 
acies in a ring form and I like' to know tnuii him liow many such plots 
tliere are in these thrt'c l)ivl^i<mv and lie ju^t now icfcricd to his plans ami 
estimates also wliiedi he said be placed ludorc tlie Select (\»mmittee. M e 
want to know the details. M’e want to know the details of the cost and 
the jdaiis he placed betore the Seb*( t (’ommittec so that we may be in a 
position to think over and to read (»\er his plans so that the passage of 
the Bill may be more simplitied and we want to know tiaun him how the 
Doyerumeut pr(»j)Ost to make them fit tor cultivation ami if thee are re- 
quired f{)r afforestation purjiose^ what aic the fuel or timber plants they 
a?e going to juit in. The'.e are the bioad detaiU we want to have from 
the Uon’ble Minister so that we wt)uhl he in a better position t(» think over 
and to talk o\er the various amendment*, (d tlie Bill .so that the ]>assage 
of the Bill may take much Ic'-s time. And *.e<(uidl\ about the acijiiisitiou 
ot lands in the Presidency and Bmdwau Divisions 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need n(»t lefei to that now because the dis- 
cussion should be confined to the amendment proposing excluhi<m of the 
Bajshahi Divi.sion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANyALr I 'liall not iej»eat the aigument'^i 
advanced in favour of the ex( liision of rhe J^iesideucv and liiirdwun Divi- 
siqiis from the jniiview (»f thus Bill but to illu.strate my point in connection 
^'ith this amendment I shall just take as an example the district of Nadm 
iu the Presidency Division. In the distri( t of ^adia nearly 1,000 acres 
cf lands, cultivable w’aste lands, were acquired by Government apparently 
for Government purposes at a cost of nearly Ks. 54,000. And what justi- 
fication is there to secure such lands at 10 to 15 ru]>ees per acre now ? That 
my point and for the information of the members of this Iloii-e I can 

that waste laqd in Mvmensingh is about ^ lakb^s of acres and it ia 
quite strange that a lot of people from Myroensingh had to go to As.Ham 
to find land for cultivation purposes and given three acres per head of 
population one lakh of person.s could be accommodated in the Mvmensingh 
urea alone where the waste laudVovers lakhs of acres. Eteti taking the 
85 
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caae of the Bihar refugees, as far as their. number goes, their number is 
less than one lakh and so the entire Bihar refugees 

Khan Sahib Md. WAHIDUZZAMAN: On a point of order, Sir. Do 
Bihar refugees form part either of the Bill or of the amendment before the 
House. 

Mfa PRESIDENT! Please leave out Bihar refugees and you will he 
in order, Mr. Sanyal. ^ 

Mfe CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: One lakh of persons can he 
accommodated in Mymensingh and they can he employed on cultivation 
of land. From whichever area the people come they can be placed in 
Mymensingh. Similarly in Faridpur there are about lakhs of acres 
of waste land and in Chittagong another U lakhs acres of land. Faridpur 
and Chittagong alone can accommodate one Jakh persons. So in Chitta- 
gong, Faridpur and Mymensingh alone two lakhs of cultivators can lie 
accommodated. Fnder the (drcumstances I hojie tlmt the (jovernmeiit 
W'ould agree to leave out Presidency Division, Burdwan Division and 
Rajshahi Division and confine their exjieriments to the districts of Mymen- 
singh, Farid])ur and Chittagong andh accept our amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I oppose the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in Sub- 
clause (^) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be iobled at the end. 
namely ; — 

“and exce])t the Fresidency Division! tlie Buidwan Division and the 
liajshulii Division,” ^ 

The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result: 

AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oat 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Hal Bahadur Brolandra Mohan Maltra 

Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar 

Bal Bahadur ilogtndra Nath Ray 


Mr. Abdulla-ai-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmad 

Ral Bahadur Dhlrandra Lai Barua 

Mr. Raajutfdin Bhulya 

Mr. Moazxam Hoatain Chaudhury 

Mr. Hamtdul Huq Chowdhury 

Mr. Syad Faila Rabbi Chaudhury 

Mr. Yusuf All ChovNlhury 

Mr. D. «l. Cohan 

Mr. E. 0. Doyna 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Hoqua 

Ayea being 10 and the Noes 22‘ th 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Houae 
tomorrow. 


Mr. BIran Roy 
Mr. Bitwanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birandra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon'bla Mr. Salyad Muazzamuddin 
Hoaain 

Mr. Latafat Hotuin 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Syad Abdul Majid 

Mr. Aiaxandar McLaran 

Mr. Abdul Raihid 

Mr. Amulyadbona Roy 

Mist Ethal Robartion 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 

motion was lost. 

stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. 


AdlourmntfiL 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 7tb Mar 
1947 
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MtmlMn atowit. 

members were absent from the meeting; held <» th* 

Cth May, ii«7 : — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(^) Khan Bahadur Syed Ahdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fuzal Ellahi. 

(7) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

^8) Mr. Muiiffturam Jaipuria. 

(9) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhannnad dan. 

GO) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(11) Mr Humayiin Z. A. Kabir. 

(12) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(Id) Mr. Napendra Nath Moholanabish. 

(14) Mr. Georpe Morpaii, c.i.e. 

(lo) Khan Bahadur (jhyasuddin Pathan. 

(10) Dr. Kuimid Saiikar Ray. 

(17) Dr. Kasiruddin Taluk dan 

(18) Mr. Md. Tau4iq. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
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lENGAL legislauve council debates 


First Session, 1947~No. 40. 


1 HK ( OUNCIL inf‘l in tlu* ( hainlH*r of tho Ijo^tsJ&tive 

HniMinj;, (’alcntta, on AVcdnostlay, 7<h May, 1947, at p.m., l>eiu^ 
the 4(lth (lay of tlie First Scission of 1947, jiursuant to section (i2(2)(rt) of 
the (lovcrnnicnt of India A(d, I9d5. 

Mr. l*rcsidcnt (the II on ’Ido Sir IUjoy IMiasad Singh ItoY, K.r.i.E.) was 
111 the (’lio-ir. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Activities of the Factory Inspectorate. 

123. Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: {a) Will tlu* TTon’ldc Mininter 
lit ohar^.re <d the Di'iiartiuont ol (’omincrcc, Laliour and liuluHtri(‘s be pleased 
In state th(‘ mmiber (d’ re^isteri'd factori(‘s in Hentjfal in 194(i-47? 

(h) In how many sneh faetorle.s have annual Indidnys as jirovided under 
section 49J{ ot the Fjo tories Aid (India Aid XXV of 19d4) been ^nantedJ' 

(r) Did tlie I ns]i(‘fdor.de of Faidories make any empiiry and k(*ep any 
leeord re; 4 ardin^^ tin* leav( rules lor the workers exirtin^^ in (*ae}i of such 
!.u tones ju(*vious to the iosiotion (d (diaptiT IVA, Factories Aid, by 
Faidories Aid, I94o (India Aid 111 of IJM'i)? 

id) In how many factories tlie previous leave lules were more favourable 
to the workers than those provided under section 49H of the Factories AidF 

(c) Arc the employers entitled to ofl'set the paid festival holidays which 
(hey used to «^nan1 to their workers a^^ainst tlic^e annual holidays^ Did 
(he Fentral (lovernment issue an instinetion to this (lovernnient on this 
matter r* If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please place the same on the 
1 a hie 

if) Did the Inspeitorate of h’aetoiies institute any enijuirv whether the 
eni|doyers art* eomplvin}^ v.ilh (he said provisions as indica(i*d by the (jeiiiral 
t »overn|yeni?' 

if/} Is it not a fact that eomjilaints were made to the tdiief Inspector of 
I'aetories that some ot the employers in Motor Industries have not earried 
out the said provisions P It so, what aefion was taken in the niatterP 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, 
LABOUR and INDUSTRIES (the Hon*Mo Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (^) 

The number of registered faidories on the dlst of December, J940, wa» 
kM79. 

(b) Fi^nires for the yeai 1940 are not as yet available. Such information 
will 1 m* obtainable from fin* aiiiimil returns for ihal ytfar when reeeivtHl. 

(r) An attempt was made by the Factories Directorate duriuj^ 1946 to 
'H'ertaiji which. of the noue important factories had holidays with pay 
‘^‘ hemes in existence. 

(d) The numlier of factories whose leave rules have Wn considered i« 
providinir l»enefits either Milwtantially similar to or more favourable than 
Ihose for which (liapter IVA makes provision and in respect of which 
exemption under section 49G has I^een granted is 12. 
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(e) Employers are entitled to offset any paid festival holidays agains 
the annual statutory holiday period provided such festival holidays hapj>ei 
to come within that period. Moreover there is nothing in the Act to preveu 
an employer from saying that he will not, in future, allow festival holiday] 
and if he breaks any contract in acting accordingly, he will simply U 
liable to the ordinary penalties for breach of contract and to such reprisal: 
ds the organisation of workers ^ay enable them to make. The (Vntra 
(iovemment has issued instructions to the Provincial (iovernraent in iltii 
matter. A copy of the relevant portion of the Government of Judia 
Department of Jiabour, letter containing the instructions is placed on tin 
Table. 

(/) No general enquiry has been instituted but enquiries have been madt 
in regard to Rj)ecific (;ases when complaints have been received. 

{y) Complaints have ijcen received by the Chief Inspector of Factorie 
regarding <;ertain employers in the Molor Industries respecting non 
adliereij(!e to tlie provisions and the complaints are still under Investigatioi] 
with the establishinent concerned. 


Statement referred to in reply to rlavse (e) of qncstwn No. 123. 

The question wdiether the worker is entitled to a holiday for the jmrpose^ 
of sub-section (2) of section 49A of the Factories Act has to be answered in 
the light of circumstam^es in each case. Although the workers have iic 
statutory right to holidays on festival occasions, it may he assumed that siicli 
holidays are normally enjoyed under a coutra(‘t of Rervi{‘e, express oi 
implied. Their enjoyment in fact represents “a usage so general and well 
understood in fact, with reference to the business, ])lace and (dass of persons, 
that the jmrties are presumed to have made their <'ontruct with tacit rcfei- 
cnce to it and to have intended to be governed by it in the same way and 
to the same extent us other like persons in like cases” (Pollock on Contracts, 
11th edition, page 2(Ki). It may, therefore, be assumed that festival lodi- 
days are holidays to which a w’orker is somehow entitled within the meun- 
iug of sub-section (2) of section 49A. Jt is cliuructeristic of a festival 
holiday that it fulls due at a certain time of the year (may be varied from 
year to year) and if the worker is entitled to enjoy it at all ho is entitled to 
enjoy it at or about that time. For example, his right to enjoy a holiday 
at Jhissehra is not simply a right to one day’s holiday hut a right to one 
day’s holiday on a certain date. If, therefore, a worker were entitled to om* 
festival holiday in one month, three in the second, two in the third, ami 
four in the fourth month, his enjoyment of 1(1 days con.secutive holidays as 
required hy the Act in any other month would not defirive him of t)ie right 
to his festival holidays when they full due; for, if it did, the pronsions of 
Chapter TVA woubl he operating to the prejudice of his other rights, which 
is forbidden by sub-section {2) of section 49A. If, on the other band, the 
period of his (‘onsecutive holidays f<»r 10 days included one or more festival 
holidays to which he would have been entitled in any case, there would be 
no prejudice to his rights if he got no other holidays instead of the festival 
holidays, for he would still enjoy a festival holiday, even though it formed 
part of and was absorbed in hi§ statutory holidays under Chapter IVA. 
So far as the numl>er and timing of the holidays is" concerned, the effect of 
anb-sH'tion (2) of section 49A is that a worker should not, by reason of 
getting consecutive holidays at one time of the year, be deprived of the 
holidays which he had a right to enjoy at any other time of the year. If 
the worker has right to so many holidays in a year but not at a particular 
lira© or if he had a right to a Injiday on a date falling within his consecutive 
holidays, his statutory consecutive holidays may he set off against and 
include these holidays. Thus the whole or jjart of the consecutive holidays 
may sometimes he an addition to other holidays to which the worker is 
entitled and may sometimes be in substitution for, or absorb, such other 
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hoIitJay^ ^ fftil due within the period of the consecutive holiday , or do aot 
fnll due on Any particular date. There is, however, nothing in the Act to 
prevent an .Oltiployer from saying that he will not, in future, allow festival 
hi'Iidays, and if he breaks any contract in acting atu'ordingly, he will simply 
Ik* liable to the ordinary penalties for breach of contract, and to such 
reprisals as the organisation of workers may enable them to make. 

Sub-section (2) of section 49A does not appear to preserve for all time 
h(»!iday8 to wbicli workers were entitled when Act III of 1945 came into 
fincc; it should be read as if the words “for the time being** were inserted 
after the word “may**. 

Mf« 8ATISH CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon*hle Minister please say 
why though one year has elapsed after the passing of this Act no enquiries 
have been made yet or any general investigation has been made on the 
question of non-gran ting of leave Have any enquiries l)cen madoP 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I am sorry, I ask for 

notice. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Was any proseeutioii made under this 
Al t by the Fa(;tory Inspei^tor against any reealeitranl factory P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Not within my cognisance. 

I would rather ask for notice. 

Institution of proceedings under section 49E of the Factories Aot 

124. Mr. 8ATI8K CHANDRA SEN: (n) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
• harge of the Department of (’ommeree, liulMuir and ImluHtries be pleased 
Id state whetlxT the (loveriiment have laid down any ruh»s for institution 
ol the pioceedings eont(‘mplaied iindiT section 49E of the Factories Act and 
the forum in which such proceedings should he instituted? If so, will he 
please state the same? 

(h) Did the De])artment of Inspector of Factories institute any proceed- 
ings against any employer under seetion 49K of (he Factories Act? If so, 
will he please state tlie names of such employers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) No rubs have been 
framed by Government us yet as regards the procedure for the institution of 
proceedings (rontemplated under ser tioii 49K of the Factories (Amendment) 
Act, 1945. llules will be framed shortly. The authority under the Pay- 
ineiit of Wages Act will be the forum for such proceedings. 

(5) N^. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hoirhle Miriist<*r say when 
he will be in a {>ositiou to lay down the pro(;eduro for institution of cases 
and prosecution? 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. SHAMSUDDIN A^fMED: In 2 to a months every- 
thing will be ready; rules would have been framed and in the printed 
answer I have already said that the autlicrrity under the Payment of Wages 
Act will be the forum for such proceedings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

POINT OF INFORMATION. 

* UWI 488 IIM at Bbola and Kurigram. 

Thu Han’Ma Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Bir, 1 promised 
to make some statements regarding the allegation that there was lawiesf^ 
ness in the Bbola subdivision of the district of Bakaimnj and regarding some 
alleged defilement of images or tempi^ ia the snbdiviaion of Kurigram ia 
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the d(i»trict of Bangpor. So far m the Bhola afair is oonc^ied Govern, 
ment havo no information ahont lawleasneos prevalent there. Everyt}iirj«> 
at)peara to be normal now. Ag reganls Kurigram 12 cages were reportetl t(, 
the Bigtrict Magistrate alleging defilement of temples that were situalc^t] 
within the jKiliee-stations of Knrigram and Ulipnr. The first six cases were 
referred tr) on the Kith April in a rep<»rt received from a gentleman of that 
locality and in bis list lie also gave facts about three other incidents and 
this was rcfKirted to the Subdi visional Officer, Knrigram, by a letter. (M 
these three incidents one related to the looting of a Hindu hawker'n 
sweetmeats in the h/it. This was emjuired into by the Officer-iii-cliarge (tf 
the police-station and it was found that the cbdh of his small shoj) caiiglit 
fire from the hiri of some unknown man wlum some /t/zt-going Hindu uml 
Muslim boys tmik away the sweets valued at one rupee or tw'o rupees. At 
that time no informataon was lodged with the police. It was only in a 
letter that this incident was reported. The other related to about 50 Hhatia 
Muslims wh(/ came to Jatrapur by boat on their way to Assam. These 
people were alleged to have forcibly plucked green cocoaniits from some 
trees lielonging to the Hindus in sjdte of protests. These j>eople came into 
the Bmuhir and demanded at cost price these cocoanuts. Being afraid (»l 
their attitude the Hindu owners agreed to give these cocoanuts at that price. 
The ihutter was emiuired 'into by the Circb^ Ollicer and the Sub-Depiily 
Magistrate and in their report they say that those 10 people of Bhatia paid 
only 4 annas or 8 annas for the cocoanuts they plucked and they also 
purchased rice worth 5 rujiecs and odd annus but paid only 5 rupees aiid 
did not pay the balance of odd annas. *And tlierefore the local Hindus 
there became panicky and they admitted that the members of the local 
majority coinmunity have always maintained and lire still maintainin;: 
cordial relaticmship wdth them and that they feared no harm from the local 
people. This was another incident. The third case r(dat<Ml to the forcible 
taking away of 15 bales of jute from a merchaiit in Nunkliawa. This was 
enquired into by the Officer-in-charge of Nageswuri police-slation and it 
transpired that this was u case of ducoity and there w'us nothing coiinnunal 
in the affair apart from simple panic. In two other incidents there was 
some definite allegation of temple defilement. The temples defiled mostly 
connisted of the usual sheds measuring 8-4 cubits in size in wliiidi the images 
of Gods after worship are laid and they remain eom]detely uncared for. 
There has of course been one case of removal of twm old Shiva linrjas of a 
respectable Hindu family. One of these has already been found in the 
family tank and it is hoped that the remaiii'ing one will also be found 
There are definite reasons to believe that it is u case of family dispute. In 
the other cases of alleged defilement the matter w^as reported to the Sub- 
divisional Ofiicer after three mouths of the incidents having alleged to have 
taken place. ^ 

In the areas, namely, III i pur and Kurigram, from where these reports 
have been received, it is said that there is a certain gentleman, a certain 
non-Muslim gentleman, who yields^ consklerable influence there, it is his 
|)raotice to create agitation. In the year 1945 he reported certain facU 
in the newspapers which were found to be absolutely false by the then 
District Magistrate after a personal inquiry and the then District Magistrate 
wanted to prosecute him, but the gentleman disapjieared from that area and 
therefore no prosw'ution could he launched. So far as the present situation 
is concenied the District Magistrate’s appreciation is that when he visited 
Kurigram he also went to the Iwul Bar Library and stayed there two hours, 
hut nobody made any complaint. The Suhdivisional Officer and other 
officers also uniformly hold the view that the communal relations there 
are satisfactory and conVial. The District Magistrate w'ent through the 
areas Kurigram and Ulipur and halted at the police-stations, Wt no 
indication of communal tension was visibly there and no complaint was 
ma^ to him. The relationship between the communities seems to be more 
Of (less normal and cordial. 
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S(i far a^^e otber •incidents are concerne<l which are still under invMti- 
jration. additottoal police forees have Iwen posted in the uffecIcHl areas so as to 

that thcBI is no panic and the mutter of iiivesti^tion is beiiiff pwrsued. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Whul ari‘ 4he affected areas? 

Th6 HoflHlI® lir« MOHAMMED ALI: Fl*i|»ur aud Kiirij^raiii. All 

Im'm’ roptiris of in<'i<U’n(,s Iiiivt* fomt* Ulipur atid Kiirij^raiu |M>lic’e- 

.falions. There are aho^jj^filier 1!2 iiieidents reporttMl ; (lu*ee nf theiu have 
„Mie froiu Kurijrram and froin lMipur. I have alrea.lv replied llial some 
>1 those incidents have heiai iiojuired iidt. ami some .dhers are umler inquiry 
iiitl investifration. Ihit it setoos to me very likely that most of them huvo. 
.fell en;.!:iueered by the desi^rniii^^ hnuim of eei taiii pers.ms who are ( reatiiij? 
liis u^'-iiation for their owm ends. This eoiielude.s my statement. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May 1 ask the llon'Ide Minister a few 
jiiestions with rejrard to his statement? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; No supplementary (juestitms shonhl ht‘ aski'd. Hut 
{ \ou want elarifi<*ation of any point, you ran ask tor it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you, Sir. Does tln^ llon’Ide 
ifinist.T reaDile that he has jirfiel imlly a.Iniitted the happen in^^ of the 
noidents reported? It is no o(»od throwing'’ the Idanu' on airitation or on 
Imitators; hut I want to know wheDier after thest‘ im idonts had taken plaee 
iiy arrests have so far h(*en made with re«^nd to thorn? 

Tho Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have reidud th at some of these 
iifidents are under invest io-at ion hut that in respeet .d the other ineidenta 
invernment havi* foufid that these are a result of family dispute. In one 
UM' two Shiva Jinuds were remov.'d from tin* temple and wen* fouml in 
lie family tank, there was ji lon^»‘“stinidin^'‘ dispute hetweeji the two futnilien 
ith rejrurd to that, aud so it is the <»pimou, att.'r <lue -invest i^»-!it ion, that 
liis is a result «»f a family, a domestie feu.l and m»t an oefuirrem'e arising 
ut of communal reason or tensioji. And so far as the other eases are eoii- 
eined, I have sa-id that after investij^uition it was tound that it was not a 
iiestion of temple defilement. It was a .piestion of takin^r away eertain 
at less than eost price ami a lliiidn hawker’s stall heino" hurnt wliicdi 
• ade him incur a loss of Us. 2. Hut that was l»rou;rht about hy Home 
dix and it wa.s nut a eommurial im nlent ami no .piestion of teiiqde 
efilement was there either. There were specifie alley^ations ami two of 
hetu liave been found to be due to a tumily trouble and otherH are litill 
iider iu\j^tijrution. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Who i.s tin Ma^,kstiate? 

The Hon'bfe Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: ^At present the Distniet MagistruU? 

' Mr. Ishaque. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, you will realise that even in ease of 
family feud it is impimsihle for a party to take away the Siva Iwjta and 
rop it in the tank. Will you kindly tlraw the ull. niioii of the District 
la^ristrate that even if there is family feud it is impossible to HUfirKoHt that 
lie party would take away the Siva Untja and drop it to the tank — that i» 
le last tWnfi^ they w^ould do. 

The Hmi’ble Mf. MOHAMMED ALI: I think what has been said by 
Ir. I^alit Chandra Das i« ^^enerally eorieet. Hut in ease <d a family feud 
hen there is family dispute evervtliin^r is ptwHible and people ean g« to 

oxireme Hmit, even murder ^tbeir near and dear ones aud it may bo 
atwible that one party removed tlm Siva linya — ^in family feud anything e«i 
appen. 
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Mr# HARiOAt MAZUMDAR: Sir^ in view of the etfttement made h 
the Minister I formally withdraw the adjournment motion rej^ard 

ing Bhola. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; There is no question of withdrawing your adjourn- 
ment motion. Your adjournment motion was never admitted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARj^ You said that you would consider it — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right go on. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With regard to Bhola affair has the 
Hon’ble Minister got any report from the Magistrate? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Yes, as soon as I promised to 
make a statement I sent a radiogram and got a report that there is nothiu^^ 
unusual , 

Mr# HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: There is no lawlessness.^ 

The Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, there is no lawlessness. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, on a jmint of another 'information 
We have heim informed that JffM) Pnnjiihi police have been brought lujt 
within a week. May we know whether it is correct 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is. Sir, another question 
altogether. r, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, the lion ’ble^ Minister is prepared to 
answer a short-notice (piestiom if you put it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. But he can rejdy to iM,y 
question now without wasting the time of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. There is no question of wasting the time of the 
House. I think it is better to put a short-noliee (luestion if you so desire. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. I put 
a question some time ago as to how many questions were put, how many 
answered and how many remained unanswered. I have been supjdied with 
a note about it. It appears from the list that the numher of (lueshioiin 
outstanding is 129 whieh remained unanswered. 1 should like to be in- 
formed wbetlier there is any elianee of the Miuisters taking speeial steps to 
answer as many questions as possible. 

Th6 HOffl’bU Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Government will try to unswci 
as many questions as possible. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: T may say in this eouneetion that, W'itli 
a large luiinber of rarliaineiitary Seeretaries appointed now, the Ministt'rf^ 
ought to be able to answer (mestions nJV>re expeditiously. As a matter ol 
fact when there were few Parliamentary Secretaries and when there was m 
Parliapientury Se(‘retary at all the questions used to be uuswertnl regnilarly 
Olid in a much 8[H>edier time than now. So when there are so many Parlia- 
mentary Seeretaries there is no reason why so many questions should g< 
over to another session to be answered. 

Thf Hon'bla Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: My friend Mr. Dus shoub 
reakise that the answering of questions does not depend , on the Parliamentan 
Secretaries i»r the Miuisters alo^e. The information sought is to be collecttM 
and gathered and autlnuitatiy^ information is to be given; and as soon u? 
this information is gathered information is given to the House. Not onl> 
that it is the general order that the liegiflative business particularly witli 
regard to answering of questions will have to be given preference over ali 
other businessi unless of course there is anything emergent. 
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***fi*^ 81MCH NAHAR: May I draw your attention, Sir, to the 
t^l are outstanding, ennoerning the ^vil Supplies DepnrtmentP 
qwstions outstaiuhng and some are outstanding siiiee 194il, 
|!M4, 1940-^ long ago. The Mini8ter-in.charge should try to answer at 
some at the (lueHlioiis. ^ 

The HonJW. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: It means that the n«e.,tion is 

Siirh a nature that it involves certiiin information to he eolleeted and that 
rtMjU'irea some time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \e8, Init there are questionR wliich have been out- 
?larHliiin: for a very long time, lor a mimher of years. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: All right, Sir. I shall draw 
llif attention ot the lion hie Minister tor Civil Supplies to this fact. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Sir, permit me to inention nifother thing. 

I here are some questions eoneerning the Chief Minister's Department and 

'.f Vw- "."‘'‘‘“"•'".'f l94-'i. Altogether there are M .piestions 

mil the < hief Minister eonhl have answered them. I understand the Chief 
.Minister has lour 1 arlianientary Seeretaries to help him. It eaiinot he 
ueued hat inlormation is heing gathered in all the eases. I suhmit that 
■elore Ihe.se 1 arlianientary Seeretaries, were appointed the questiona were 
le.ug answeied more speeifil.v. The Standing tlrders are heing disregarded 
i> the t.overnment. 'lliis is not at all ereditahle for the (lovernment, 

Th. Hon’We Mr. FAZLUR RAllMAN: As 1 have alrea.Iy said .instruc- 
inns will lu* jsHuctl io^tho Doimrtmciila conccriied lo cxpcilitV the answers 
n Hic (jucslioiis which are long oulslanding. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We now go haek to the Hill, Mr. Sanyal. 


Th. Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I heg to move that after siili- 
laasc (^) ot claiLsc 1 of the Jlill, tlie ftdJowing Nuh-ciause he addetl 
Iiniely: — 

10,0 Ix' notified after .Imie, 

the reason for my moving this amendment is that the Hritishers 
‘'•>vc given the (lead line in done, lfM<S, to ipiit India and the n(*w (loverii- 
J'lciit created will certainly take ai least one year to settle down, d'he opera- 
ol this Act is only possihle after June, l‘M9, at th(( (Mirliest. There 
h(‘ ('liAngt's ot a lar-ivueliing (dt(*et in tlie meantime. Uie whole plan 
J'l the Hill ijiay he upset and may have to he revised and tiius there is no 
liiirry. The Bill inen ‘if is jmssed liy the (Nuiiieil in this session will surely 
m the Assenddy for a long time. ^ Uie cherished hope of seeing a Htaging 
j't a walk^out either in (he Council or in the Assemldy and fiassing this Hill 
nuke will he a myth. Therefore the Hill will not emerge out of (he 
*‘»‘f.nslutiire before 1948 or hy the end of 1947. There are more imfKirtaiit 
"oiks inT(dv‘ing the life and death which would certainly keep the o|>eratioii 
the A(!t in the background. My amendment is very siin[»ie and very 
oasoiiahle and it should he ai^ejited hy the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that afW suli-elause (2) of 
f ause 1 of the Hill, the following snh-clause lie added, namely: 

1949 *^'*^** not^ified after June, 

'pi dOCENDRA NAXH RAY : I support this amendment, 

“‘a Hill seeks to introduce so momentous and far-reaching changes (in the 
^*^1 economy of Bengal that the Cloverument should not hurry the Bill 
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throii^jh tile Le^^ifllature and proceed wjth le|jrisiatfve measures liki the pr^ 
went one, as partition of Jkngul appeals now "to he an accompHshefl t 
This is a very modest denuind “lhat it shall come into force on such dat*> a, 
may he noiitied after June, 1949/* The jmssin^ of this Bill means thi 
thrusting? of leiJracies of a ])artiHan and communal ministry uj»on a )i(.^ 
a«lm'iniHtratiou that will crmie into exisiem^e in the w’estern part oi th 
province, (freat chan^<‘S are ^Sfffoing- to happen in Bengal. ^ Why thrr 
should he this eagerness on the part id the (jovernmejit to acipiire lands n 
West Bengali^ VVhy should they not wait at least till the day the Danioda 
Valley J*roject niatcrialisi*M and see how that scheme works. At least up ij| 
that tiay this Itill can wait. The Bill in (juestion, if passed into law, ^^ii 
deal a death blow li) the entire middh* class of the rural population wli 
invested cai)ital in lands in the hope of getting profits thereof, from gencm 
tion to generation 'irrespeclive of communities. 1 appeal to the lion’ hi 
Minister to-acccid Ihis amendment at h‘ast, apd sav<* the country and soeict 
from many unti)ward situations. Otherwise ]>olitieal and social repeicii; 
siotjH on the pn)vinee will he so trememlous that it will he very difficult t 
(piell the situation afterward.s. The immediate ehVet of the policy of tli 
communal ministry has already been disastrous for the province. Kver 
action has its inc'vitahh* n'aetion. Our esteenu'd friend, the t^eader of tli 
House, may have a Mid-summer Night’s Dream that he will crush “tli 
(taste Hindu oligarchy” of West Bengal by tliis Bill, hut his dfeam will I 
falsified. As I Jiav(t already said, if the elementary rights of the peopl 
are sought to he* taken away, “the (*aste, lliudii oligureliy” of West Ihug*: 
will take this and eonsid(T this a.s a challenge and tlu^y know how to tak 
that challenge* lying down 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Order, order, Uai Bahadur, J do not think it 
(piitt* r(‘l(*vant 1<» the* amendm(‘nt hefore the Iloiist*. 

Rai Bahadur ilOGENDRA NATH RAY: Ih* has jilready said somethin 
and I am replying to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 would advise you to )(‘ave that point out. Wli: 
the JiiNider ol the House said y<*sterdav uas replied to l)\ tlu‘ Opposition u Ik 
the Opposition got the* ehaiiec*. Now 1 do not think your ohst'i val'ion is (piil 
reh'vuat to the luolioti hi'l'on* the House. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: TIkmi 1 shall latter sit dowr 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: This is a V(‘ry nice amendment that h; 
been put hy our triend Mr. (’haru Chandra Saiiyal. We know that tli 
is not the rigid t'lnie to introdma* this Bill and (‘ven w'h(*n tlu* Bill is passe 
into law Ihis is iml the I’inie to put it into action. Now the \(ihole of l) 
jU’ovinee is in turmoil. Tli<‘S(* Bills and hesi* improvements uinu'd at tlu*rei 
are only possible when there is ahsoliilc peace wh(‘n om* ean apply his min 
to the iniprnvi'immts. And when the Oovernment really g(*ts li(*Ip from lli 
IcM'ul ]»eoph* then and then only «im{)r(JN’enu*nts of the country ean he tala 
in hand and done. Sir, we know that during the war p(‘riod, in the peiic 
of turmoil then* were t)rdiuane<‘s and there was one of the Ordinances, : 
wa* know , to grow more food. Hy this Ordinam e (he Oovernment could h\\\ 
taken various lands and (auild have (amsolidated them for the purpose < 
eull'iviition. There was the provision, hut the (ioveriimeiit did not do aiij 
lliiiig at that time. WhyJ^ Though there was the pow’er with the Gown 
merit why the (foveriiment could not improve the lands or did not go c 
with their sdieme of “Oi-ow More Food” in th(\se pa<!ts wdvii'h our Ministe 
irr-ehurge now claim to he wuste land and he has said that waste lands slioal 
not he allowed to lie wasH* any further. The n^ason is this that durin 
the war period, which was an ahuormal period, no inproveinent could real! 
lie effected, hut even 'if Oovernment wished to pass or actually pas^ 
measure like this at a time when the whtMe nation was on a different sid' 
that is, wa# ihiuking of other things, and they cannot therefore apply the 
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mindf fo*'#^mproTemeats unl^tWe was peace in ^ country, it could 
not be enfllced. We know^at’ii is absolutely iiupossiie for Government 
or for tfe J>tiople ta apply tb^ minds to anything for the improvements that 
haye l^n sugmsted m theTlill and therefore ^he period after June 19# 
has b^ rightly sugge^l m the amendment. We W tfeat the Btftiik 
OovertaOTt have decla^ that they are quitting India t)f*June, 1948 , ^ 
we do 4o1^ow what the fate of Bengal will be. It may be partitioned 
or be partitioiiedsy it may've pakistai^Red or may not he pakistanised, 

or it may remain with the ’Indian Union. We may claim one thinst but may 
^et another. We do no^now what is goinj^r to hapiien until a settlement 
hnally comes iriA n lyilF not be possible either for this Government or for 
the people to make ahy such improvement as has been suggested in the Bill 
Therefore, it is most appropriate. (Interruptions.) Y^ou know .it very well 
that this side ot the House does not agree to its provisions, though it agrees 
with the princiide^of the lUH that waste lands slioub] not be allowed to lie 
waste because it is really waste of the wealth of the mil ion, but in arder 
to in^e these waste lands cultivable such a communal Bill should not be 
allowed tOwCoiiie in in anj part ot the province or in Ind'ia or even in any 
other for that matter. . Thi.>« Hill has a motive behind it whieh we 

siispeVt and whieh will prevent the Itill from being worked. Y'ou will have 
to faee st|%g opposition from diftereiit parts of this country specially from 
(hose parts where you want to introduce tliis Hill at the very beginning. So 
wjf fill p^ort the amendment that the words should be added, so that no 
mischief eh# be done or even if k is tried to do mischief this will not create 
any turtlier trouble in the minds of the people. Hence this aildition should 
be niade in this claiist* If after June, 1949, it is at all thought fit toj^ing 
this Hill into operation, it may be done then, and not before. ^ 


♦ With these words I support the amendment. 

* i* 

the Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I am glad that Mr. Nahar 
admits that he accepts the priiiciide that no land shoulchhe allowed to lie 
waste, as it will mean a waste of national wealth. That, Sir, «ifl the justi- 
fication as to why this Bill should be passed into law immediately, and 
waste lands should not be allowed to lie waste even for a moment, if 
possible. 


Sir, with regard to the (juestion that Bengal may be jmrtitioned or may 
not bi^ partitioned, that is beside the point. The thing to be chiefly con* 
eidered is that it is a beneficial law, and that is why we are going to place 
it on the statute book. If Bengal i.s going to be divided then the new 
(foVernmeut will apply the law if it thinks fit. The new legislature may 
also am^d it or repeal it even. But this does not mean that I am to 
accept tflfe position at the instance of the opposition that because there is an 
impending constitutional change all sorts of beneficial legislation should be 
stopped,, for in that case the whole administration will come to a standstill. 
I cannot accept that position, and, therefore I oppose the amendment. 

Mr.* PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after sub- 
clause (2) of clause 1 (d the Bill, the following sub-clause be added, 
namely; — * 


“(5) It shall come into force on such date as may be notiied after June, 
1949’’. 

The motion was j)ut and a division taken with the fo?j|jring result : — 
* ^ AYf8->f1. 


Mr. Ullt CHailM IM# 

Mr. lamtiMi C«MMra D»tta 


Mr. 

Eli 

Mr. 

EM 

87 


maid 


Natll EMff 


Mr. Eirsfi Eey 
Mr. Eiewanatli Eey 
Mr. Eattnun Eey 
Mr. eiiaru Ghmdm lanyil 

Mr. Setlsii ClNMiEra Emi 

■<* 
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Mr. AMuii»«l‘MaiMiiMi 
Mit. Mur Ahimd 
Mr. SatfariNldin Ahmail 

Mil Moauem Hflip cHwndhury 
Mr. Hamitful Huq Chbwdhury 
Mr. Byed Fazlt Rabbi Cbowdhury 
Mr. D. •!. Coban 
Mn. Labanyaprobba Dutta 
Mr. E. D. Doyna 
Mr. A. M. Shaboodul Haque 
Mr. Q. J. K. Hoak 


I 


% 

It 

Hoiair 


Higbti Mr. Salyad MHazaamuddin 


^Mf. Latafat Hoapatn 
^ Mr. Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. 8yad Abihil Majid 
.The Hon'bltfHr. Tarak Nath Mlikerjea 
^Khan BabaUt Gbyaahuddin 
M{. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. AmutyMUm Roy 
Mr. Md. fam, 

Khan 8ahU(^MuiM|i Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf ^ 


Ayen being 11 and Noen 24, the motion lost. 

Mr. PRESlDEdf: "^The question before the House is thaf" clause 1 stand 
part of the Bill. 

Mr> LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would ask you n^whjither dt is 
possible now to oppose the motion. Can I speak now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can oppose it by voting. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want to speak. I had airifeSdment tp 
the effect "that this clause be deleted. But you ruled that out pf or^r,. ^ . 

Mr. PRiSIDENT: Yes, that was a negative amendment antf^so dt was 
out of order. 

MA LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Very well, Sir. I bow to your ruling. 
But now you are putting the clause finally and I want to speak against the 
motion that this clause do not form part of the Bill and I snail briefly ajAtp 
$ my reasons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, our practice in this House has not been 
very consistent. Sometimes 1 find that amendments that a clause be deleted 
have been allowed ; sometimes such amendments have not been allowed, but 
I think that on principle amendments that a clause itself t)e deleted sliould 
not be allowed. That ds really the practice. If it relates to the deletion 
of a sub-clause it is allowed but if. it relates to the deletion of the clause 
itaelf it is never allowed in the Parliament. As such your amendment 
No. 1 was out of order. But now as I have put the motion that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill you can speak on that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you, Sir. I think, Sir, clause 1 
should not form part of the Bill. There is a law already in existjgiice and 
that is the Laud Acquisition Act of 1894. Sir, that Act is applicable to the 
whole of India That Act stdll holds the field. Sir, so far as this Bill is 
concerned, it is neither an amending Bill nor a repealing Bill. This Bill 
is not amending that Act of 1894 nor does dt repeal that Act. So that Act 
remains in force. That Act remaining in force action could have been taken 
to acquire lands including waste lands and all other kinds of land under that 
Act and there is no bar to the authority of the Govlrnment taking away the 
waste lands at proper market value and not for a mere song as you want to do 
under this Bill as laid down in clause 13. This is one ground why I am 
pleading that clause 1 of this Bill should be deleted altogether. Then, Sir, 
there is anoth^yfeason why this clause should not form part of the Bill. It 
won^t do for Minister in charge of the Bill ostrich-hke to hide his head 
underneath the sand and refuse to se^hings around. IPhe would see things 
around, he would find that many changes are ahead an4very great changes 
will take place in the course of a month. Itt4he course of a‘ month, Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Revnue Minister will be in a po^on to know where.he staa^ and 
where we stand. In the course oi a month wahall sureljr know whether as a 
matter of fact he ha«i got jurisdiction at all t|^ftranie this law and then to 
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apply And I ®?y. Sh^jrthajjs is no very urgency in the 

aiatter aud .the Hou ble Minjter h#uot been able to eh^ any reason why 
,1k. Bill should be hurried tlFough.^ 4 |] tlmt I say is (bat chaiLea 

.uv ake^nd mthin-this very montlrwe shall JiiiL where we staml and 
,!„ Wmniter-in^harge will be able to see whithers^has ijot auv 
l,.pislat^ver all the wastelands of Bengal partieuhiJlv ofTSt*fieiJal ^e 1 ^ 
„ things are ahead ^ hen sweeping changes are aheaT it is but inert 
ami pr^er that the Hon ble Miiuster in oharne of the Bill should hava 
p.iiieftre to wait Md not^y to force his Bill and extend it to the whole of 
Bengal Sir, it is not a^urgeut matter; it is not a measure that should 
1 „. pushed throug}! aa^prte of the opposition of the vast majority of the 
people aftected in -Wijat Bengal 111 spite of the oppositiou of the non, 
.Muslims of Bengal and therefore I submit that it shoul.l not bo made 
.|,p hcable at all to Bengal -unless things elear u,, wlu. Wwe hope, will be 
nuide clear in the course of a month. In view of the pettifimi of Bengal 
and two ministries which are Likely to come soon they will have no jnrisdic- 
iH.n m formulate laws eovering the whole of Bengal. AVith these words. 
Sii, 1 move than the cdanse be deleted. 


Mre PACSf, 6 ENT: Mr. Das, yon cauot move that 

Mr, LAfXT CHANDRA DAS: All ri^rht, Sir. 
f‘l)p(i.se the** insertion of this elanse in the Bill. 


the (‘lunse be deleted. 
With these words I 


Mr; I^AWSl KUMAR DUTTA; Sir, if we look at tin- Bill .nie will bo 
JWdiued to thank that apparently fts real object is to stMMire benefits for the 
jtt'opie at lar^’-e'. On the jiriueijile of the Bill jierhaps one would not iind 
Jiiy i^^round to object to, but on a closer scrutiiu it mjII b<* found tliu^he 
ftHYtTnineiit has been ill-advised to laiineh a BHl ot this charaider which 
V potency at this time in the country. It cannot be 

,itjnT<^aiid we must be trank that the whole thin^ dejamds uj)on the method 
ni winch the Bill is worked, is operated. .\n<l there is ahsolutely no tioubt 
aliout the fact that there is mistrust in the eountry, people caniiot believe 
in each other, so that whatever may be the avowed' object of the Bill when 
It will be actually put in ojjeration it will not be for the benefit of the 
i'fople 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, is ii pennissihle on this 
tnotioii to speak on the principle of the BillP 


Mr. PRESIDENT; He is speaking,' on the claust* itself. 

Mr. 4(AMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Theic is mistiuMt at present and I 
ti"pe and^elieve that it may be removed, otherwise a tloleful h-istory is 
"aitin^ for the whtde province of Benjral. Ainl if iLeie is that mistruBt 
tt: workinjr out the Bill ^^reat iirischief will be done, that is seihrtisly appre- 
hended by one section of the people ot Bengal. The provi.sions of "the Bill 
such that if the machinery whith is 40 work them out were inclined to 
""rk mdschief on one part of the people it could be easily done. That is 
'^hy I say that this is not the time when this Bill should be enacted. If 
''•>016 speedy remedy was aimed at it could be very easily provided by a 
diort amending Bill, amending the Land Acquisition Act. .But insteacJ of 
‘hong so, a very elaborate Bill with elaborate provision-s is being tried to bo 
jiHu ted and that too at a time when every action of the present ministry ia 
being looked upon with susidcion which is unfortunate but which is never- 
theless a fact. So it js^ not the proper time when this Bill should at all be 

< inverted into an Act and with these observations 1 would say that the 
^‘♦Iministration, the ministry, would be well-advised not to press the passdnff 

< f the Bill at the present stage. ^Even if the Bill be passed in this House 

must go to the other House a uj^ then machinery has to be set up to work 
^ the Bill and even with the tfcfcost eji:pedition this Bill could not bo put 
into operation within two years and during this jieriod of (wo years the 
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whole history oMifdia may be chall&^ What is the good of^ilnacting a 
kw like that in tnese circumstances! A la#siof such magnitude ^d suck 
mportance should not be attempted^ Be put on the legislative of any 
country at a critical period in the nistory of that country. TKS is, Sir ^ 
time, te^suCffW law, the apparent object of which is tljj^ benefit 
OT the commoiP^eople — ^ 4 

Mfi PRESIDENT: May I just interrupt you for a minuted Those 
observations of yours should be reserved’ for the ‘thdrd reading. Hefe we 
are considering the motion that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. So your 
observations should be as far as possible relevant to that particular motion 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: If the clause is deleted lien 
whether the Bill ^ passed or not that is the question. 

Mr. KAmVnI KUMAR DUTTA; I am thankful to my friend for savin- 
that if this clause is deleted the rest of the Bill will not be concerned at 
all. I say that the object for opposing this clause is that^ the Government 
would not press for the. passing of. the law and that would shut out all tin* 
ther discussion about the Bill. 

Mr. a. C. SEN: May I, Sir, say a few words? From the discussion 
that we are having now it aj)pear8 that there is considerable amount of 
suspicion in the mind of the nieinbers of the Opposition and for that purpo*;e 
a number of amendments have been put. 5 would ask whether a compromise 
is not possible in the mutter, because I understand that on priuoijde 
prajilically almost all sides agree that there are sdme waste lands wliu li 
should be put into cultivation and there are landless cultivators who should 
be provideo with lands. So the pnirndple is accepted. The question is that 
thete is certain suspicion, may he fair or may be unfair, whatever it may 
be and it is for that reason the Opposition is preventing the passage of this 
Bill. So under the circumstances is it possible for the Hon’ble Minister to 
have a discussion at this stage with the Opposition and to see which of the 
amendments should be eradicated and winch of the amendments are to he 
accepted and thus the Bill may be enacted in a fair way? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The suggestion of Mr. Sen, so far as I can make 
out, is that there should be a discussion between the Government and the 
Opposition so that they may come to an agreement as regards the ameml- 
menis. But that as a thing which must be left to the Opposition and the 
Minister in cliarge of the Bill. If there is a request from both sides, tiu' 
Chair won’t stand in the way. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I can only say that the Opposition 
is quite rerfdy to meet the Hon ’hie Minister-in-charge and try to find out it 
an agreement is possible. 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I have no objection to sit 
with the Leader of the Opposition to find out if I can accept any of the 
amendments that may be put forward by them. With a view to this I 
feel that the House may be adjourned so that-we may sit immediately and 
find out if a compromise can be made. 

« Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: For how long the House will 
be adjourned ? 

Tlifi Hon^ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: For today so that we may hara 
.n hour’s discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I have the Naws of the European GroupP 

Mr. B. 0. DOYNE: Yes, Sir, that is also our vdew. 
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Mr. PREIIJIENT: In view of fcke sug^tiona made by the Leader of 
the Opposition and agreed to by the Hon’ble Minister, I think I should 
adjourn the House now. 

The House stands adjourned till 1*90 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 8th May, 
1947. 
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Tile followdng members were absent from tbe meetmfir keid on the 7t 
May, 1947:- 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Ohowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazl Ellahi. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Qtifran. 

(9) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Mahammad Jan. 

(11) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(12) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(13) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(14) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanabish. 

(15) Mr. George Morg^an, c.i.B. 

(|16) Khan Bahadur Mukhleswar Rahman. 

(17) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(18) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.p. 

(19) Dr. Kesiruddin Talukdar. 

(20) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chaudhury. 

(Bl) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 
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First Sassiofi, 1M7~No. 41. 


The Oohncil met in the Legrislative Chamber of tW liegwlatm 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, 8th May, 1947, at 1-30 being the 
iNt day of ^the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section &2{2)(a) of the 
[fovemment ofjjndia Act, 1936. 

Mr. Presdbni^Jhe^Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.b.) wm 
III the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Authority set up for the improvement of the Damoder river. 

125. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will ihc Hon hie Minister in 
(.M.irge of the Department of Irrigation and Waterwuxs he pleaned to state — 

(«) what authority has been set up for the improvement of the Dumodar 
river ; 

' 4 

{})} what Provinces are represented on that authority; 

(c) whether the Central Government is directly represented on the 

authority ; 

(d) on what basis the financial respoiisiliilities are to he allocated hetx#eu 

the different Government> represented on the authority; 

(e) whether any scheme lias been formulated by the authority for 

improvement of the river Damodar and tiie regulation of Uie 
Damodar floods ; and 

{f) if the Bengal Government have already .spent any amount on tfee 
working of any Damodar scheme under the auspices of^the 
Damodar authority? j* 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION fnd 
1VATERWAY8 (The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukher)ea): Sir, I have 
not yet received the -proceedings of the meeting held in this connection at 
^^*w Delhe from thd Centre and unless I get that it will be indiscreet on 

})art to answer this quesion. The printed reply is an ad interim reply 
lOid therefore I would request that this question may be held over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: •Sir, .what about the other pending: 
nocstions. There are too many questions which still remain w un- 
iuiNweredP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questions which are ready are printed. Unless 
llii' replies to questdons are ready they cannot be printed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I request OoTemment thrpugh you, 

expedite the replies. There are many questions remaining unanswered. 

Th. Hon'W. Mr. SAIYED MUAZIAMUDDIM HOSAIH: Sir the 

f'’'iue.st wa^ made only yesterday and one of our colleagues told the 

111 it he would inform' the different Departments concerned to repl^ to the 

[e nding questions. , 

Mr. PREIiOENT: Very well. Kindly try to expedite them. 



770^, WASTE LAND IfcfiUISITION BILL. .tSrH 

TTi# Bengal Ac^jsitf4'oHiraa|i Land Bill, .1847. 

,, The%eng4 Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, I 9 . 

<lookin|Br to the Hon ble Mr. Fazlur Hahman), could you come to anv airr. 
ment with the Opposition? ^ ® ^ 

RAHMAN: We could come to no 

ment. 1 he position is this that we,*met yesterday and then the Leader 
the Opposiijpn wanted to consult his party today. The Leader 
the Oppo^i^Salso said that unless the Leader of the Congress Party in t! 
^wer Hous# who as at present away from the city came back and unle 
he and his party members in this House could meet the Leader of tt 
Congress Party in the Lower House and his party memberd and discusse 
the matter with them wi^ a view to arrive at a mutual u^b^ndinir 1 

th. “ ““ 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OATTA: That is really the opinion of ti 
jiarty to which I have the honour to belong. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then shall we proceed with the Bill and the amend 
ments as they stand at present pending of course your discussing the matte 
with your party members and then contacting the Hon ’ble Minister at tin 
earliest possible opportunity.^ 

Mr. KAMINI pMAR DATTA: Yes. When the Leader of th, 
CJongms Party m the Lower House is back m the fcity a joint Urtatin"- 0 
the Congress Party members of both the Houses will be called Md aftei 
(liaising the whole matter between ourselves if we find ail^ useful puniosi 
wilbl* served we will certainly contact the Hon’hle Minister with a view t< 
arrive at an agreement. 

,,*•^''•.***^LXADHONE ROY; Sir, what will be the position of the 
ttppositiou within tlws period of the truce between the Opposition and tlif 
(rovernment? 

LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There is no question of any truce. 

I- Y AD HO N E ROY: In the meantime no amendments should 
j h^wiowea to be moved by the Opposition. 

\r CHANDRA DA8: Is the honourable membef (meaning 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy) then suggesting an adjounuj^ent of the House? 
>Ve want to ^ro on and finish the Bill. 

Mr. PRESltaENT: Order, order. Yesterday the main olause was 
under discussion and Mr. Datta the Leader of the Opposition spoke on it. I 
now propose to put the clause to vote, 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand^part of the Bill. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result:— 

AYES— 17. 


MMr. AMulla-al-Mahmim 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr. SMtanMMln Ahmad 
Ral Bshadur Ohirtndrtia) Bania 
Mr. I^iam Hatam Qhowdhury 
Mr. iyad*Paila Rabhi Chowdhury 
Mr. Yaauf All Chowdhury 
Mri. Labanyaprobha Dutta 
Mr. A. M. Shahoedul Haqua 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. Saiyad Muaiiamiiddiff 
Hotain 

Mr. Utafat Hoiaaiti 

Mr. Mobarali All Khan 

Mr. Syad Abdul Majid 

Tha Han’bla Mr. Taraknath Mukarjaa 

Khan Bahadur Ghyaauddln Pathan 

MY. Abdul Ruhid % 

Mr. Amuiyadhona Ray 
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Ir. UHt Ctiindfik Has 
ir. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
ti Bahadur Brajefuira Mohan Maitra 
ir. Bijoy Singh Nahar 
ai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Roy 




2 r, BlMiiMth Roy 
r. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sony 
Mr. Satish Chandra Son 


..... wnonura von 

The Ayes bemg 17 and the Xoes 9 the motion was agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRE8IOEMT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill 

Mr. CHARU^ CHANDRA 8ANYAL- Mi. ri ‘ 

uu.e (i) of ^usf 2 of the Bill the following be snbstitZl! ntmdy 
■ (1) ‘Collector’' means the Collector of ttm district.” 

Sir. why a very responsible officer of the ,tatiis of n tvlu . f 
strict 18 ueces.sary, because the work- iin-..lvo= • 1* of » 

ills acres of land and distribution of more th ni' liT* a'^er!’*’" 
n. The Collector has to work for the acqu ^ io, of 1| 7^/“'* 

re to undo the work done by the East India Company when one third of 
!■ popula ion died of starvation and so one third of the cultivated and 
-ame fallow and due to the neglect of the then existing waterways the 
ids (•(nitiTuied to remain fallow up to this date. Tlie.so^ColleetorH shall 
ve to deal with disputes regarding waste lands on an average I to ii lakhs 
.1. of lands per district and these disimtes involve intricate legal mutters. 

iiiis ' T'7 *•'*'“* "''1' “11 >•» itnplicu. 

1 'i 1 dislrihuie and pay money to the extent of 10 

!• lakhs to th. owners ot lands ]ier distriet of various descriptions iuul 
ai.portiomnent of eompensation is certainly a ditficnit task. ^ It ia^ 
n leuson that a man having perfeid knowledge in the departments of 

ml is *7" “7 i ”"' “I'l “1““ ill the laws of the 

n I IS necessary to carry on these functions. The most intriwite questio® 
i.it will coftie before these Collectors «ill be the fnneiion of disirilmlion 
a b'ln o ’ ‘1*““**^ ‘^‘‘l’*‘<'i“ll.^.tl'v lows* Innds whicli have 

litivTf 1 operation of this Bill and these lands were neveft 
im ated lake for instance tlie case of standing sal forest in JalpuiLniH! 
•'tiict^, Darjeelin;,^ district and rhitta-on^;- Division. One acre giRMn* 
mit ^011 so/ plant.s and the co.sl oi eacji is not h-ss than Hs. ot) unj .ua •iW* 
a value vill (.ynie to Bs. 10,000. C’ertainly it would be a hiif iiphlof 
olleeBi^to xalue one acre of such land \^ith tlie '^tandinj^ sal at 10 * 
r acre. Another stance of fuel plants, namely, Malatu. Jarul etc., 
a grow naturally Chittagong and Jalpuignri Division^. Of 

0 se thesp are forest divisions. Each acre of those plants we-igh nearly 
00 matinds The value is Ks. 4,000 at least. Is it not a big job to 
luce this value to Bs. lOf In the distriet of Darjeeling there are forests 
^ rt champ chiloni, Ppisaj, etc., gro^ abundantly. Thev are costlv 
ni8 no doubt. It certaiinly requires an experienced hand to fix the value 
SUCH lands with the standing trees at Rs. 10 per acre! In the casi^of 
ini« grown all over Bengal, especially in the sandy tracts, namely 
1 and Simula which are required for making matches, it would be a 
cult job to value such lands containdng those plants at Rg. 10 per acre * 
ere ^ch single plant sells at Rs. 30-60 according to szie. In the case 
dQ p ? forest areas and in respect of the mahogany jungles in 

^ ot the district of Nadia the question of compensation is likely to be an 
cate one. The Minister in charge is an East Bengal man. He 
inty as aware of the tracts of land in East Bengal where shama grass 
8 Wild and sometimes constitutes the only fodder for the cattle. These 
never cultivated. At present the price of cattle fodder is very 
• ouch lands fall under the term waste land. A very fertile brain u 
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certainly necewary to fix tiie of audl lands at Es. iff per acre. 
stancsea of like nature multiplied. The ^int 4s that a rery intelli. 

gent and experience officer is necemr^ to deal with such difficult problea^ 
Bence my amendment. I hope this will receive the support of the House. 

Mfa FR Ell DINT: Amendment moved that for sub-clausa^i(i) of claudi 
2 of the Bill the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(1) ‘Collector^ means the Colffector of the district’ \ 

Mr. CHANDRA DAI: Mr. President, Sir, ^1 rise to support 

the amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Sanval. It tii« 
amendment is accepted it would read, Sir, “Collector means the Collector 
of the district”. As dho sub-clause stands at present i^nyone can W 
aj)poiftted by the Government to do the duties imimsed by ^ Bill and im 
qualification has beeu^given as to the kind of person the Government may 
authorise in this behalf for the purpose" of acquisition of the waste lands. 
That ifc not^at all desirable. We want that a very specific statement should 
be made by the Government with regard to the qualifications of the pemus 
whom the Government may appoint for the purpose of dischargring tht 
djuties imposed upon the Collector under this Bill. When Mr. Sanya! 
suggests that the Collector should mean the Collector of the district he is 
on a very firm ground. Generally, the Collector are I.C.S. people c- 
senior members of the Bengal Civil Sevice gifted with high education and 
experience, and it is such persons who should be entrusted with the onerous 
duties which this law imposes. A glance at sections d, 4 and 5 of this liii! 
would convince any man that the Government should have been ve)\ 
particular in stating the qualilfication of those whturi they intend to appoiji! 

Colleotors to discharge the duties under the Bengal Wastelan<l.^quisition 
Act. ^r, acconlin^ to section 3 of the Bill there would be pulBcatioii of 
a preliminary notification and that section also states the powers ot tin* 
officers, etc., who issue such notification. Whenever it is decided by tiie 
Provincial Government that a certain piece of waste land should be aequiivd 
by the Government the first step that Government will take will be to ask 
the > Col lector to give public notice of the fact that Government intend to, 
acquire a certain quantity of land in such and such a district. The duty of 
the Cidlector would then be to cause public notice of the substance ef su(1j 
lyofi^aiiou to be given at convenient places or near the land. That I tak 
k is a 8ijui)le matter, and perhaps it will be replied by the Gove^iifment that 
^ pur})ose any person can act, and he need not be a man with higli 
q^^ftlificationS, but, S»ir, that is not so. It will appear that the Collector. 

' whjf will do this work has been subsequently given the p6wer to decidt* 
cemin'^other things, which I shall relate presently. As sooflk as it i' 
reported by liis officers that such and .hucIv laud will be required for publn' 
purpose, he will have the right and power to depute his servant# and work- 
men and other persons to enter and survey the land, even to go and dig aii‘! 
e\en l)ore into the land and do all other acts necessary for the ascertaininen' 
as to whether the land is ailapted for a public purpose, namely, for the pubb' 
purpose for which the Government intend to acquire the land. Then, Sk. 
the persons will also have the power to set out the boundaries of the lanti 
prdp^d to be taken and the intended line of the work proposed to be made 
tliereon, and so on and so forth. As soon as these preliminary works are 
all the reports reach him, the Collector will set them and sift ab 
sis reported by his workmen and servants who have gone onto the 
laud nn^ will decide whether the land is actually fit for the purpose oftc' 
hearing objections if any from the owner. As soon as that has Wen decided, 
he will draw up a report and seqd it up to the Provincial Government. ^ 
the House will realise, this paten? fact that this officer has been given at 
early stage the right of deciding whether the piece of land should W acquirfj 
or not. Section 5 will show that it dr upon his report that the Proviu^^^ 
Government will decide whether the « land should be acquired or 
Generally, Sir, in the absenc^of any oih^ evidence wjien a report g^\ 
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I, tbe Provindikl Government under the ha^'nnd seal of the 
ippointed by Goveniment that report is practically bound to be acted 
Md the wait will be that the Provincial Government will order the 
,(]iiisition oi Hie waste land in nuestion. So it ouirht to be aonarent t« 
1 „. House thj^ a person who should be appointed as Collects sh^ould be a 
. n responsible ^reon and not anybody and everjbody whom Government 
uiy I hose and notify as Collector to discharge the duties under this Bill 
W want Si^ that the person should W no o^her than the cSctor of he 
.strict who is generally an I C.S or a senior B.O.S. officer with sufficient 
Mjcrieii.'e. The responsible duties that are laid upon the Collector are heavy 
,„1 the task of settling the compensation at the iwliniinary stage also lie's 
pou him. He will decide what ought to be the^irice of a partiwdar piece 
t land. Three categories have. been given ior the purpose of ascertaining 
luice (.1 land. Ill one category wit , respect to lands fving waste for over 
I) Nears as the lion ble Munster told the House yesterday, t*e priee has 
eeu hxed and there is no diffaculty about it. Jlvery one ran fix price 
lui (loyerinuent has fixed it at Its. 10 per acre. But for other two cute- 
ones the Collector has been given the discretion regardiing tin* price to be 
A aided, rherefore I say that at the prelilninar^ stage the t'ollector will 
- ii very responsible person. It may very well be that in nmst of the cases 
ic lands are not waste lands for over dO years: it may very well be that it 
lallow but cultiirable. So if the man a])pi>inted as Collector is a man of 
igh education and experience he is very likelv to have a sound discretion 
1 giving the compensation. Biit,-in case a man who is actually a follower 
the Ministry is appointed who knows the policy behind the (Tovernment 
len his job will be to.please the Ministry and to expropriate tlui^land and 
»t to giAe proper compensation or a ])ro])er hearing to the owners" jj^owing 
inse why the land in question .should not be acfpiired. Therefore! urge 
at for the preliminary stage we >hould be caret ul to see that the (iovern- 
ent appoint a conqietent officer for tins purpose, and that snrh man should 
•t be below the rank of a Collector of a district who is generally an l.C.S. 
u ^eIlio^ B.C.S. officer. With these woiiK 1 support the amendment iff mv 
lend Mr. Sanyal. 


Mf, BtJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to sniiport the amendment 
oved by my friend Mr. Cliarn Chandra Sanyul. It is quite upprJifiiKaie 
1 the ^ul’pose of this Act that the Colleetor Jippointed for this pnrpiwe 
onbl be Ihe Collector of a district. If the person i^ Colleetor of a- <listTi<'t 
•u may take it that there would not be imieh trouble. The Work |htit oas 
eii eonf erred upon the Colleetor to perform b\ thi^ Bill is very onerous 

<1 requires to be done by a very efficient ami experienced oflieer. H#has 

great responsibility to perform. He must Iiave a good knowledge of the 
h 1 and ti the place. But the definition that has been given in this Bill 
the Collector wh'ich I am reading means practically nothing — ‘'Caillector 
dudes any person’’ — no qualification ha.s been given to the words — “any 
rsou authorised by the Provincial (jovernmenl’’. Thi-^ is the only qualificu- 
'U — person whoever he may be bSt if Me is authorised by the Provincial 
>verument, be is an able man and he has been pillowed to perfonn. all the 
ictions of the Collector under this Act. This is really a very badly dfffted 
‘UHe. Here it means that the Provincial Gr»verninent may appoint any 
rstm who is their favourite or whom they choose or whom the MinMsr 
>ose8 or who is selected by the Minister, may be appointed 'HI' 
a man who may not have any knowledge either of the land dr of tne 

If such a man is appointed as Collei tor we do not know what would 

the fate of the people who are sufferers. My next point is that the person 
1 st possess good knowledge of the law. 
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the Government sitting ihWcourt of law imposing lump sum fines withoit 
caring to go into the qn^tion as to wlj^ th^ Accused^ has been arrested. 
They do not practically ask as to what happened or why the charge hai 
been framed against an accused but fine person 6 or Rs. 10 and thes»t 
lines bning money to the coffers of Government and .jfhe Honorary 
Magistrates are given titles, etc. We have known many sqch persons, 
have seen many such Qourts and we^have found that these people have no 
knowledge ®1 law wliatsfever. They have j^Ot even copimonsense and wlita 
is ridiculous they are appointed as judicial officers oi; executive officers. 
Government thought them to be competent simply because* they can dancp 
attendance on the* wishes of the. Government but what ds the fate of the 
people* generally. They\^iqft‘er. Therefoif the Collector here must be .i 
4riei Magistrate and must’also be impartial. He must have full knowledp*^ 
of land systems. He must know the meaning of the different sections of 
the Act and how the sections will apply. If he is not competent he will 
flAfce.lriunders at every step and we have examples before us from the Higb 
Court to show how the cases tried in the lower courts when they are takoji 
appeal, severe strictures are passed on thn trying Magistrates by the 
'High Court. So, if the Collector is incompetent there w'ill arise many 
troubles. The Collector must also have knowledge of the land. H^ must, 
know^ the procedure of land aequis'ition as how' to acquire lauds, what kind of 
land is called waste land, wdiat is the general j)rodiice of the land, etc. The 
Collector'of avdistrict is conversant with the ttonditioii of the lands of thr 
district and therefore he is the proper man to be appointed for this purpose 
He is a man of the Government and h^ is the proper authority in the>e 
matters. If another man is appointed as Collector obviously there will be 
dasher in the sphere of their activities. Moreover, there will be double 
expenditure wliicli nobody w’ill like at the present moment considering the 
present financial position of the Government. The Government should no: 
fpend more on the new' staff for this purpose. After all, you are not goini: 
to acquire lands for all time. It is for a short period. The Collector in 
the midst of his duties cun find enough time to deal with all these mattei> 
and to uccjuire such lands or to do other things connected.^ with the 
acquisition only. The Collec.tor is empow'ered only to deal with matters of 
acquisition and not witli the dmprovemeiit of lands. No scheme h^e conif 
before this House for the improvement of the laud to do which renlb 
you need efficient stuff, experienced staff and a staff which has knowledf*' 
of improving the land, hut tlids is only a matter of procedure where yoii 
require an officer <if high rank and that officer should rightly be the Collector 
of |iie district. Next Sir, it has not been mentioned anywhere in the 
definition, as has been put before the House, that “Collector” means tbt* 
Collector of each district. It may so happen that the Government Benir-'! 
or the Government of the time when appointing the authority un>v 
appoint one of their favoured gentlemen ; only one gentleman may b** 
appointed as the Collector under this Bill for the whole of Bengal with 
headquarters at Calcutta to deal with th^e matters and he may be authorised 
to acquire lands in the different di.stricts. This officer may be in Calcutta 
and nobody in the mnffusil would be able to meet him anu to make repre* 
sentotions, e^)e(‘ially the poorer sections of the people in Bengal, the poef 
cultivators affected by the acquisition of their lands by Government. They 
caufiot go to Calcutta or any other place where the Collector may move 
i6r his convenience and it will not be possible for the people to dance 
attendance mi him day hi day because the cases may lie adjourned a number 
of times making it impossible for them to attend. There is also the power 
of the Collector to make the party present in his court when directed an" 
if for each such court different Cbllectors are not appointed there would be 
various troubles, trouble to those people for whom very strongly our Leader 
of the Houvse advocated the other day, Sir, he wanted the poor people 
not to suffer; he advix'ated the cause of ^he poor peasants, the poor culti' 
vators and so on and so forth, of Bengal. He felt so much for them b«b 

Sir, he should also at the sanre time feel for the bad definition el 

• **( 
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‘ t'ollector” and demand that the Collector shntid be the Collector of each 
district so that the 4 )eople of those places might'^iiot suffer, might not have 
to go to other ^tricts or^other places. It may also be that in these hot days 
the Collector may like to go to Darjeeling and the poor people may be forced 
to spend monfcy and to go to? Darjeeling, spending money after representations 
to the Collector .^regarding their lands. (Interruption.) We may do ^at; 
YOU may afford to do that bi^t not others. So the appointment should be 
iuade ddfferent|y for each district, not one man for 3, 4 or 16 districts or 
for the whole of-^Dengal. Therefore the Collector of the district who is 
already there fs the proper person to he appointed as Collector for purposes 
of this Dill as well. The lasi'point that, 1 would make Is that in the past 
we have found out that, at the time of making such responsible appoint- 
ments, the present Ministry has made bungling. They have been 
with nepotism and jobbery. We know of casevS' where appointmeOts hare 
been made in the most im])roj»er manner when* the person appointed is the 
most 'inefficient who dpes not know his job — it may be he got the 4p|to^- 
meiit because he was a relation of the favoured persons of the Ministry or 
wa^ a relation of the Mfniiter or Ministers or their henchmen and so |ie 
got the appointment. TluSt should never be the case. We do not like that 
any Such appointment should be given to any and every person. And here 
there ds wide scope for such ai>])ointments, the scope is much greater in this 
Bill. The definition says “Cfdlector” includes any person nutliorised by the 
Provincial Government, etc.” We know, Sir, to our coat how the Pro- 
vincial Government is being run^and we do not like that th'is House should 
give further power to the (rovernment to have this sort of nepotism conti- 
nued. We know ho\^ this ap])ointment will be made when this Bill ds 
[•assed into law. We know how’ the Government is going on merrily at 
die time of making the ap])ointments and in other cognate matters, lliere 
ire already charges against the ]>resent Government substantiatod by facts, 
riieie are persons who have h(‘en prosecuted for various things and thtv 
lave not only been jirosecuted but also fined, and yet the Government still 
(Hit i nut*, > to Mip])ort them in various wa\s. So. Sir, the Government should 
lot be girei) such general power but a restriction should be made on the 
jualfficfiltions of the Collector that such and such should he the mdnimum 

lualiflt^tions for a Collector and there w'ill be no divergence of opinion 

hat the Collector of a di.^trict who is ruling the district should be unpeintod 
or the juirpose 4 )f actjuiriiig any wuiste land and the ( olh*ctnr wuJl have the 
lower of finding out whether such and such a land is really for a public 

uirpose or the price going to be offered ds really the proper price or whut 

Iiould be the real compemsation for the land, and so on and so forth. But 
it the jsame time he will have to satisfy himself whether the persons to 
rhom ne^is going to pay compensation are really the wrsons affected and 
low apportionment is going to be made, and so on. Therefore I support 
be amendment that the Collector of a ddstrict should be the Collector under 
be Bill. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta rosb to s]»eak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Don’t you think, Mr. Datta, that the matter has 
cen sufficiently discussed now? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA; I am afraid I was not here before 
bis. Sir. I must apologise for my delay in coming but all the same I wwh 
> speak on this amendment. I shall however be very brief, in fact, shall 
of speak more than, two minutes, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I do not think any araend- 
Jent can be more modest than*the present amendment. All it means is 
aat the Collector should mean the Collector of the district. The duties 
Qd responsibilities under this Bill are vei^r heavy and the Government shoulff 
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not appoint any Tom, Dick, jnd Harry to carry on these responsible duties 
and functions. Sir, what hai^ is there if t]^ CoOector of the District is given 
this duty? After all, we all know that the Coltedtor has libt much to do at 
present. He (Collector) doesloNfo^Uch orcourtjrorlf which itt delegated to 
other subordinate officers who can dischar^ tJihi^, l)ut in the else of a duty ' 
or responsibility which is proposed to be given uuden^his surely he 
is the proper person. I do not thinyit requires any furtfi^, elucidation 
establish that the result be disastrous If any perSmS; other than the 
Collector is directed to ca#ty outihese variolis responsible ^rf^es. Consider 
the case of the owners of land, theipopr owners who may fiaSw been in occu- 
pation of a j)arttew|ar piece of land' tor .generations, whose landi-lsfe goiu^^ 
to be |aken away from them by Virtue of tbs provisions of thfb Statute; 
Mi h^tfeelf that his land is being ptaPticH If '^robbed from him and that 
there irno justification for inclusion of. his lands and that he has a stron^r 
case to feel forward and he understauda that his Judge is the Collector of 
the Distpiit^a man for whom he had the highest regard and from whom he 
could expect justice and fair play — he would feel har^>f^but if an ortlinaty 
individual who does not possess the necesSaif' straining, expedience and 
judgment cannot commend such sense of security and satisfaction jtl^ihould 
appoint such men on whom the people has confidence and these ijioi|ld 
be recruited from people of the rank of a Collector. * ^ 

The |K)or victim will not he happy if he has to go before a man who Las 

got the requisite training and experience to appreciate the view point 
of a tenant or a owmer of the land whose l^nd is proposed to he taken away 
I therefore say that it is a very modest amendment and I think Government 
w'ould be well advised to accept it. , 

The Hoii’hle Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I cannot answer to tlie 
imagination of the Opposition because all those things which they have 
put forward have been put forw^ard from their imagination and not from 
their experience. Therefore I refrain from replying to them. I would 
however refer to the expression of “Collector’^ as defined in the Bill. I 
may say that it has been exactly defined in the same terms as in the i^n'l 
Acquisition Act wliich is also intended for the acquisition of land 
is no less an important Act than tliis Act, and w'hen no difficulty hasten 
experienced in the working of that Act, no difficulty is expected to'*l'c 
exjwienceil in this Act also. 

Mr. BlilOY SINCH NAHAR: On a point of informatdon, Sir. The 
Hon’hle Minister has mentioned that here in this Bill the definitifij^ 

‘ 'Collector” is the same as in the definition of the Land Acq\|lpKtion A( t. 
I have got a copy of the Land Acmiisition Act and in the definition^hore it 
says “Collector” means Collector of a district and not as he was sajping jii-t 
now. S-ir, the Hon^ble Minister is misrepresenting^ the whole thing — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: Sir, he has accepted our amendment. 
The motion is carried. ^ ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let me havt the Act, Accoidiag 
the Land Acquiaition Act the definition of "Collector” means "Collector of 
a district and includes a Deputy Commissioner and any officer specially 
appointed by the local Government to perform the functions of a Collector 
under this Act”. 

Thf Hon’bto Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, I am glad that you have 
read the whole definition. I am really sorry, Sir, that an honourable 
member of this House by reading^ portion of the definition was trying to 
mislead the House. This is very regrettable. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. BMOY SINCH NAHAR: On a point of expiration, Sir. Jhe 
Hon’hle Minister has stated that the defin^lon provided in this Bill is jut^t 
the definition given in the Land Acquisition Act. But as you have seen, 
it is not. 
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Mr. PREMVENT: Order, order. In tlie language of Oeorge Elliott, 
the famous notdist, you art botlj right and boih wrong. 

The quesjki^ before fhe House is that lor mib-clause ( 1 ) of clause 2 of 
the Bill theSollowing be ettbstituted, namely: — 

*•^1) ‘CoH^to'i'’ laeans iJm Collector of the district^\ 

T^e motibll IB^put and a (Tivision taken with the following result: — 


Mr. uiItJSliafHl^ Om 

Mr. Oaril^ Chandra Datta 

Mr. E. D. Boyne 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra 


AYES-^tf. 


W. Bijoy Singh Hohar 
^Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy ^ 

Mr. Birendra Kithore Roy Chowdliury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 23. 




Mr. Afldulla-aHMahmii^ 

Mr. Nur AlMaid ^ 

Mr. Si ^ lKN u ddln Ahmed 

Rai Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 

Mt Realiiddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazaem Hoetain Ohowdhury 

Mr. Hamidui Hug Chomhiry 

Mr. Syed Fazie Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yuiuf Ali ChoiMdhury 

Mr. D. 4, Cohen 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 

The Hon’bie Mr. Abdul Qofran 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haq 
The Hon’bie Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddim 
Hoaain 

Mr. Latafat Hoisain 

Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 

Khan Bahadur Ghyatuddin Pathan . 

Mr. Abdul Rathid 
Mr. Amulydhone Roy 
Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yuiuf 


The Ayes bo'ing 12 and the Noes 2d the uinendment was lost. 


Mr, ERIC DERMOT OOYNE: Mr. President, Sir, 1 beg to move that 
111 sub-elau.se (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “any person” in 
line 1, the word.s “not below the rank of a Deputy Collector’ ’ he inserted. 

Sir, I .sincerely hope that the various anieiidinenfs to (he Bill standing 
m have the support of this House for if not it is doubtful 

uhet&T any jierson however great his experience and however senior his 
hope to interpret this Bill if and when it Woines law in an 
' luitalde manner and dn the interests of both of Governinent and the owner. 

Ill order to demonstrate the importance of this amendment 1 find it 
iK^cessary briefly to review certain of the funetious of the Collector and I 
' rar^ youi;, indulgence, Sir, if thereby 1 appear to deal with matters which 
u mighfMie argued are not stri<!tly eoniiected with this particular 
‘iiiendment. 

In tile first place, Sir^ I would refer to clause 17 and (dauses 17A to 17J, 
tliat« 4 iiighty numumeiit fo the labours of the Select Cmnmitiou. 

These 11 clau.ses consisting of no less than tfOO words were substituted 
IdBthe original clause 17 consisting of jUst ot) words. 

It Would be natural*to assume that as a result of these very large addi- 
tions to a Bill whdcli in some respe<*ts it might be argued is already too 
lengthy and which have been inserted presuiubly with the intention of 
' larffying the prot*edure conveying a reference to the courts all the chief 
points lixely to be at issue would have been covered. 

But, Sir, this is not at all the case. In ray opinion the most unsatia- 
taotory point in the*,whole Bill with possible excep^on of what I may caU 
the miserable rates ^rojiosed for compensation to which I shall refer later is 
’he grossly inadequate de^nition of “waste land”. 

Not only is the definition far too narrow but it is likely even if amended' 
h> be most controversial. It is surely therefore not unreasonable to assumB 
that the Select Committee when going to such trouble to redraft clause 17 
tttad those that follow and did it at such length would have provided for th» 



778 


WASTE liAND ACQUISITION BILL. 


[8th May, 

most probable bone of contention. Not a bit, Sir. It bas been tjompletely 
ignored and there is neither provision for reference to the courts nor eveu 
to arbitration. What, Sir, is the procedure? As I see it the first step 
for the Provincial Government, witho^it •mietlHing the ownet, to publiai 
^ notification to the efiect laaA M. needed or is likely to be 

needed for a public purposlT ^ere^ter.ihl jitS (sm be entered and des* 
poiled by digging of trenches, boriig^m|»^Si.itftlttlil^'down of feneeiw etc., 
and if ab a result of such survey it il ^^ij«ifi3ed ttsHb^lcquife the laiMv the 
owner has no right of damafijel^adai^^tili Gnvemmant^^O matter trhat 
harm they may ^aye done to ^ 4he the Land 

iii^uisition Act, however, damafewjttl^'#l claimed and f cannot see why 
ibis has been left oiit in this particular Bill. If it is decided to acquire the 
land the owner at last is granted the right to lod^e an appeal to the Collector 
who in his turn after hearing the appeal ref^rw the case to the Provincdal 
Oovernment b)r their decision which Sir, ihAtl be final. There is no right of 
appeal to arbitration or to the courts, and If make particularly sure that 
no owner gets any remedy from the courts, « special utai^e, clause No. 18, 
bus been introduced securely to bar the door. In fact, ^ Sir, ti# «^jptfvinciai 
‘**6()vernmeiit is both a party to the case and its judge. Sft;;^ jlirlwi^ts of 
law in any country are established so that each and every individual miay have 
the right, and we who support democracy claim thaf every individuw 
have the right, to submit his grievances to an indejJBudent authority for a 
'fair and unprejudiced verdict. Why, sir, then is the Provincial Government 
and their nominee the Collector to be the sole judges in this matter and why. 
Sir, is the right of appeal to the courts to be denied to the owner of the land? 
In the courts, Sir, a suppliant has the right of appeal to the highest court 
in the land but not so in this case — his only appeal can be to a prejudiced 
party and lie has no right of ajipeal from the decision of this party. If this 
were a ni/inor point or if an application to the courts was permissible it 
might not be of such importance, but as I have already said the question of 
whether or not a piece of land is “waste lamr’ is likely to be most contro- 
versial. Now, Sir, how does the Bill define “waste land”? Briefly, and 
subject to certain exceptions as ‘land which has been lying uncultivated 
since before dlst January 1947.’ In other words, Sir, it is nresumed by 
those who drafted the Bill that all land is agricultural land, ‘cultivated^ and 
‘uncultivated’ are agricultural terms and are applicable to agricultural laud 
and agricultural land alone. As I see it, laud forming part of the premises 
whether contained within or immediately surrounding factories, institutes, 
hospitals, colleges, schools, public buildings, etc., together w»ith all playing 
fields, football pitches, cricket grounds, tennis courts, grazing |)a8ture8, 
can all be described as waste land unless such land is actually'bultivatled 
or has buildings thereon. ^ 

Equally acquired or held on lease after ^Ist January, iy4J, 
liable to be ae^ired as waste land even if there is every intention to erect 
factories or other buildings thereon but sych work, as at present, is so often 
unfortunately the case, is held up oWng to difficulty in oWining materials 

Is it the serious intention of Government thrt)il^h their definition of 
waste land 4o make liable to acquisition if Government and thedr nominee 
th6 Collector see fit, all land contained within or surrounding and fonpi^^h^ 
part of the property of hospital factories, institutes, colleges, schools, 
public buildings, etc., not to mention recreation grounds, grazing pastures 
•and land acquired or leased after dlst January, 1947, for hofm fide purposes 
•and after such acquisition against jvhich there is no s^peal to compensate 
^he owners at the ridiculously low rates laid down in clause 13. 

I realise that this Bill does not apply to Calcutta and other muni- 
cipalities and also that under clause 2 land acquired or held prior to 31st 
January, 1^7 for industrial or building purposes is exempt but there are 
many hospitals, factories, institutes, colleges, schools, public buildings, 
recreation grounds and grazing pastures outside such limits whilst whether 
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or not a t>artieular piece of land is being held in its entirety for industrial 
or building purposes is likely to be very controversial and if the Provinoial 
(Jovernment ,« their capacity as judge require such land, the owner cannot 
expect a libeinl interpretara6i|7*<rtf tl|is clause. 

Sir, I sin^rely and this House 
ajfrree and • s , . .... « 

tiling fliat af present 
in 1#JSrard to w. 


and this H( 
fiairer definition of wi 
Sill and will also aj?ree to a 


_ Tp ^ Zfi3 .Ay '^‘n* *“**'-'* VSC^SSUSIAVU U1 waste land 

agree to a reference 

and' following*:---' ■ <^la«se 17 

Whatever tS iiltiniat«-de('i«l»>f 't^Jisaiouso o,, this vexed que8tio*,-£ 
the definition of waste land this' particular part of the duties of the Collector 
fails tor the services of an eiqietrierfced and high ranking man. 

I now turn to the othdr jn^n duty of the 0>llector which is to assess 
ct.mpensation and m such a8s«?;wment to be guided by clause 18. 

We are advised ^lat the ^11 lias been iiitrodueed because the inacbineit 
ol the *L/lL|^dL Act, 1894, is too slow’ and too (‘uinbersoine. This 

iiiii\ ori< 11]^ be so, but I am prepared to accept (ioverniuenrs view. 

J.and Atxjiiasitioii Act, has, however been in force for more iimn oO years 
and 4ts clauses have been tested time and a«>‘ain in the Courts. 


In such (‘ircuiiis^ances in framing this new* Act w’c should surely aifail 
ourselves whenever possible of the well fried clauses of the Land Aciiuisition 
Act except (in so far us they ifre likely seriously to retard the process of 
aujuisitiou. 

I note, how'evcT, that no attfuiipt lias been made to take advantage of 
the provisions of the Land Aciuiisition Act in regard to compensation. Is it 
(government a intentdon not only to get the land quii'kly hut also at a price 
t.ir helow its market value. It is the usual practice in commercial circles 
to pay a little more than the market price if you want somelhing quiihly but 
bffivernn^ent have apparently adopted tin* opposite course, whicli is no doubt 
'cry attractive to them but manitestly unfair to the owner. 

8ur|^y, ^iSir, (fovernnient should he sati.'tfied if they ^et tlio land quickly 
and should be prepared to accejit as the basis for compensation the relative 
< Iaii.>es, us far as applicable, in the Land Aequi.stition Act of 1894. 


It thivS proposal is unacceptable then let us refer to the Defence of India 
A( t and in^particular those clauses covering the af qiiisition of land. 

i The^'Defeuce of India Act was dll trod need to cover an emergency ftixd 
tu enable rapid action to be taken, and this I gather is also the reason for 
the inti^dtiction of the Bill. 

Later, I shall be moving an amendment to substitute § new clause 13 
and my clause is taken in toto from the Defence of India litiles. 

My party, Sir, accept Government’s assurance that a AVaste Lands Bill 
is necessary and have's# ffw supported Government in regard to this Bill. We 
can, however, only continue this support if it is amended so aa to ensure 
that a fair and comprehensive piece of legislation and one of which «4thia 
ILiuse can be proud, is placed on the Statute Book. 

lu order to achieve this we maintain in brief: — 

(1) That when a reference is made to I lie Courts it shall be to the 

Court of*do one less than a Suhorddnate Judge. 

(2) That the definition of Waste Lands shall be broadened to cover Only 

land unused for any [lurpose and also any dispute in regard to 

• whether land is or npt waste shall be referred to the Courts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order. Mr. Dojue, are your suggestions 
luite pertinent to the motion before the House? 
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Mr« if Of DOYNE: Sir, I am trying to point ont thp duties which 
the Collector might be confronted. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: All ri^ht, £nish it. 

Mr. Ef Df DOYNE: (3) f'&t the compensation clause shall be revised 
so that it is fixed either by agreement y by arbdtration and is bajiaed as far as 
practicable dn sub-section (1) of section* 28 of the liand Acquisition Act, 
1894. - ‘ . 


^(4) That DO person below the rank oi Deputy Collector shall be authorisei] 
Pj^ovincial Government to perform the functions of Collector under 
l/Uis Act. - 

In regard to thi^s final point the pro|)osed responsibilities and authority 
)f the Col4eH;drtre such that it is essentml that his status should be specified 
ind that he should be a person of senior rank.^ 

% With these words, Sir, I move my umenliment. 


* Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clttu.se 
2 the Bill, after the words “any person’’ in line .1, the words “not below 
the rank of a Deputy Collector” be inserted. ^ 


Mr. LALIT CHNDRA DAS: 8.ir, I rise to support thfe amendment 
Miet^ed by my friend Mr. Dovne which is to thaplect thal after the words 
person” in line 1, the words “not below the rank of a peputy 
Collector” be inserted. Now, Sir, if these* words are inserted it will read 
“Collector includes any person not below the rauk of a Deputy Collector 
authorised by the Provincial Government to perform all or any of the fun('- 
tious 4 al a Collector under this Act. Sir, Mr. Fazlur Rahman, the Minister- 
iu-chai^e pf this Bill, waxed ehuiuenttaM’hen we were moving our ameiidiueiit' 
negardiwg the lueaning of the word “Collector” and told us that he took tlie 
definition from the l>and Ac(|u*iRition Act of 1894 and he Kras bewildered 
when it was shown to him that it was not so put in the Bill tind after con- 
sultation with the officer he came back and out of indignation uttered some 
wonls the meunirig of which he perhaps himself did not ^ folio" 
Sir, in the there in the Lund A(*(iuisition Act, 1694, it "quite 

clear (hat no person below the rank of a Deputy Collector Isfioiild h(‘ 
appointed. We find that the authors of the Land Acquisition^ jket were 
thoroughly honest. They were very anxious that proper persons should be 
invested with the power for the purpose of discharging the very naierou.s 
(luties imposed on them by the Act but here what do we fipdf^'The same 
liliempt as we find the Miui.stry is doing all these ten yeari^. Th#re have 
free distribution of patronage us of permits for the cont^lled' a^icl^'^- 
.^jimtracts and .ojher things sinijily for tlie purpose of (jiving mort piatronage 
to the aa pp ortra. the suppor^rs of the Muslim League party and herir'*iu 
this loopholi^is kept open in the definition of “Collector’ 

t(» extend jobberies. ^ ^ ** 

Tha*H<fin»l» Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, ^ou aSow the 

honourable member to say this that because J)e doing 

thi^r dlfl^ihat they should not be Irysted^with power aSi^ toggle other 
M'l<*gations^t will be rather boring to th^ IIoii^i,an4 t| |» <^ the 

honourable the n^over of the^jp%eudment sali that befaipe^ucK. an4 such 
enorous duties will have to be'^performed bv the Collector a' reigjjjiwble officer 
.should b^ app^fiited as Collector, I could understand that was 

relevant. But this honourable meqjber every says that this Govern- 
ment cannot be trusted not on one^ occasion but m every occasion he speak j 
on the amend lUeiitsV If this sort of ^snrgumeut as aMqwed to bq*" repeated 
then—. ’ ^ C 

Mr. FRfiilDI^NT: I appreciate what the Bon’ble Mindater says that 
you should ratber coniine yourself to the merits oltyour case and these 
omnibus arguments, — ^that you have no confidence in the Government or the 
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you have already advanced in connection with th# 
4 liscuseioaj»«M^e general principles of the Bill. So it is better that you do 
not repeat tide al^uments every time; it does not improve your case very 
much. 

Mr. LALIT CHAMORA OA8: I would like to impress upon this Houle 
h(»w thdngs are kept open for the purpose of free distribution of patronage 
amongst the Oovernmwt s followers and if they Set in^ a manner that their 
< ouduct is liable to criticism they ahauld not up; they must be patiept ^ 
mid they should have the .skin of a rhinoceros in d^er to bear tlie cri^isms * 
ciiered h^re. The past ^nduct of the Ministry shows that, as a maitdtiif « 
fact, they have been guilty of unfair distribution of ^heir favbiii^ to tiair 
followers and to do the same here.^the definition of “Collector'* in this Bill ^ 
lias been kept wide open. There'is eVery room for the Ministry to (Hstsibiite 
tlieir patronage to whomsoever 4hey ‘ please, hbr, here fV that 
• ‘(Collector” includes, any person aidhorised V the Provincial Government 
to iierform all or any of tlie functions of a Cotlertor under this Act. TheMk 
are several persons of the ^iislim Leagtie Party Vho are supporting tips 
(iovernment and keeping this Government in power which party has got pa 
jMiMfer also to throw out, at any moment, this Ministry. It mav very '11(^1 
he: according to the definition given in the Bill of “Collector’\ that this 
Ministry for the'^purpose of keeping itself in power will so exercisd their 
power, will SO inteimrat the definition to accommodate tlieir own fdllo^ers 
in support of this GovOTpment by distributing favours t^» them. t\lll 
entitled to pass this (Titicism because the definition gives loopholes for^he 
purpose of extending their patifmage to their followers. Therefore if really 
niv friend would prove, would stand by Iii.s own deidaration made just no^ . 
umuely, that this definition followed the definition *of the “Collector" as 
given in the Land Acquisition Act of 1894 he ought to have the ^honesty 
1o accept this amendment which i.s before the House for if this mmendment 
IS accepted it will put a brake upon the Government and they will not 
able to appohat anyone and everyone to the post because the standard is 
hxed in this amendment and it is the duty of the House to fix the standard 
below which the Government cannot go in the matter of such appointipfota. 
riie fixing oLsuch a minimum standard is necessary a)i the, more because 
the pupt obhiiirct of the Ministry will .show that they are capanie of misusing 
tlieir poWer and distributing patronage to their favourites. Now, Sir, a 
Deputy^jQpllector js appointed conditional upon his posses.sing certain quali- 
fications and those qualifications have been determined by the Government. 

As tim definition of “Collector" stands at present anyone even without the 
re(!uisite'S(ni4Iifications and without any experience can be appointed to Qit* 
]«i>t ifHhe ^nistry so wishes it to be done and .so this House insists l£at 
“Collector" purposes of this Bill should not be any person lesser in fillip, 
than a^Mfputy Colh^tor. “The Minister, df he means business, if he meaSf 
honesty of purpose, if he means honestly tp carry out thi of the 

House and the provisions of the Bill may get and say tT(a|1fli:nccepts the 
^‘inendmeniiL HA he stood upland id, “I "accept the'" amendment"? 
After the he made previously (hat the definition made 

herein is the same aS^il^nade in the Laud Acquisition-Act and we pointed 
outitwite ]fot<ijM4#Wip^thoJuty of the Minister to accept^ iMCjOaent^ent 
because fids alfefendmeht aims at the definition of “Collector "^^ore (^Jils * 
^01 the tie definition given in the Land Acquisition Act of 

1894,* C* ** 

. Sir,4tr%^not like that any person should be authori«#% the Prfivin^ 
^lal Government to.pecfnpcm the functions of the Collector under tkid^Bill; 

T Hhve^ already pointed 4 #ut how the duties of tito- CJoIlebtw are very 
iinportantp how ve^ffe* onerous and hpw very responsible. Only refboasible 
officers should be appointed for this #ofk and therefore we must insist thit 
no person Mow the ranMof Deputy Colleetors should W 8lb!nrld a Collector 
nnder this Act. these words I support the ^mendniiht. 
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KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: &ir, I would Jiko to Ifow, Sir 

ifl supporting' this amendment I would like to bring to the npHee of the 
Mouse one important fact. The powers under this special Act/ the powei-s 
whiwii the Collector will exercise and the functions which 
lias been authorised to perform under the ^ovisions- of this Bill 
a^e Tery extensive. Apparently an officer with previous experienco' of ilie 
work (should be apfminted for the purpose. Certainly I would not say that 
in all Acts in which finy luty has been 'entrusted to the Collector to perform 
poiror of delegafioi Aas not been given him. Not only in the Land 
ACquMttion Act but in thf Survey Act and almost in all the Acts and 
relciting to Igtid, tWe is that saving clause thht deputy 
^wwthr^ Aiy also bo entrusted with the authority to perform the Coller- 
j tor’stftmctifcs, )|erap^,ihe Collector of the district ifis so many things to do 
kh^titf fcay^iiot iW^s be possiblo fot* him to look into the fiinctionii% ot 
a phrti(*Olwr Act. ' So I do not say thjwb^jnly the Collector oi the district shoiih! 
be the pei%(« entrusted with fuhctioii. Certainly jh all previous Acts 
,||id n*g«l|^ion« .also the Deputy Collectors or other persons particulaiiy 
competent for tjie^piii^se have been givin authority and functions of the 
C^lector tor tha£/;btj^rfi( ular regulation or })rovi8ion. If oife would scruli- 
ai^fe the duties whiedi a Collector has to do under this At^t, first of ail ln‘ 
would hji^vo k) look do clause 4, where it would appear that the Collectoi- 
have'tp^eh given the power where objection to the acquisition has been gi^en 
to i^boiit it to the Provincial Government. It is a very important 

^hnc^oii aii(l it would upjK'ar that this clause is a very wide one. He woiilfl 
liavel^ deride objeetioiis ot vari(»\n> clmriu ters and eertiiiuly it w’oiild ^eiiuiie 
otfieers of Mifficient experience to decide th^‘ o])jections arising^ mi of this 
proposed ae(iU'isition. And then he has the further imjrortant function of 
making an award regarding the compensation. Anti ’’in connection with 
pbjectiofs ke can refer tlie matter U) the eflrurt. 8 q it wmuld up^ar th%t in 
this si)eciaP Act where the Stat(‘ is taking special greater powers for thf* 
-acquisition of w'aste lands and specal ])owers not only ifi re?^pe<?t of a acqui>]- 
tion but also for assessing compensation awardable with regard to them, 
utmost precaution sliould be taken in a])pointing such an officer. It may 
be sftijd that Goyerument w'ould certainly look into this and I hope and 
belieW that Q^ernitoent will as a matter of fact look and have regard to 
this .namely, work is efheiently done, but at the same lime itds the 
duty of GoveriiTnetit to convinee th(‘ people that Go^erIlment iu taking* action 
Tinupr this Act lun't' considered the matter quite thoroughly, but they should 
also circumseribe the limits within which the appointiuent should be made. 

llottlly that would remove all possible suspicion in thA^mindof the public. 
It would be for the lieiiefit of the Government that just when the State 
la .going to take powder for the appointment of the Collector they ought to 
|Mj^'ihat,dncqmUf‘leut person is not appointed and looking to the duti^e to b(‘ 
peifoxnied by the (Collector I think persons who have got some experience nml 
(‘ducalion would be tLc best coiuMtent person. If a person from another 
department of Government whu has no previous expofioi^ of work like 
this is appointed^ i^lth|>U|rh he may botvery honest, he may ko otMhriie wry 
good, he ni^t not be lible to do the work eSciontly; He may be quite 
liCMii but tull he may fail to discharge tlm function -ably and effioientlv. 
But if thii L accejjted' tbat would Certaihly remote all possible 

suTS^Mcion from thb aiind of the ^:tom the State intends to server If 

they circumscribe the Ilmif and provide thaf ho will not bo below 

tlio joak of Deputy ColleotoiM-that the minimum qualificfilioii of tlm offiegr 
wwild be that Collector— that would nemove all suipitm from 

of the puKlic. I may say^that this amoniuient is very fair and 
witliOHiany.^Di(I|0i^iail as ttrthe complexion or dbloujt law it is the prime 

dbty of the^aftniLkistiafioiii to see that all their wori^^ Should be -done not 
only honestly but should be done fu a"’^ay which will convince the people 
that they are^oiipf^tiluwmrk'lumeitly. ^ l*tMnk this amendment should 
be accepted by Ootefnmeitt, baoause I cannot believe that any one below the 
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rank of P^u^.Col^W ^should be really entrusted with the onerous dutv » 
„f dec.dmg«h£%uesUon win,. h would come before hi.« when this Act wSuS 
be j>nt into opAjtjon. It is .impossible to conceire that anr officer below 
the raiik of Deputy ColleHor would be competent to discharKe tht-se dutie# 

An officer of higher grad^ay be appointed if the amendment is accent 
.Tins amedment « very wide. It only limits the minimum qualifiSn of ' 
,1,0 Collector. It simply saj^-not below the nnih of Deputy Colle^tir I 
have experience ^ofl^venn# Officers and who the^lSre deputiul to do ^oia^ 
work and as far as I ^ve seen that when the dwties of a (Vllector is daWated.'ti 


(• If I..P i™«Bi oi ii... 

people I llimk OoVtenment in wovking.out the bill alv. ouglii tu iiftk'rk* 
|.iovi!jioii.wlw«h woiii^ aatcgunrd against ann of the in.qriai«rs of fha' 

•’iw* , . . .r,,: , ^ ^ 

Mr. liANKMI CHANDRA DUTTS Sir, Tsuwort the ammidment s*"” 

movjHl by my iriend Mr. Doyne. T think In* huh lutid tlu‘ deadliiu* th« ^ 
iiivdiiroble minimum ciualific^tion for i\w aiiiudiitimuit of this ofHcox A 
person below the rank of a l^epiify Collector—, if such a person ia apimkted 
1 do not know^if any person cun be lelt out. Any ind-ividuol can be bromrlit 
within this category. A man in the service of tho (Jttvernmetit in . 
admiustrative ^eparUnent may be thought as the bc>t person according to 
irOTcjtnTnejpt^ to discharge th<‘ serous responsibiliticr, uinltT the BjlI. 1 
.Vo lini-it has been laid down, no quuliticat ion has been viv<*n or suggested 
In tuiable to ludd the (fflice — jierliups his (»nl\ ({iialiticai ion is--il h(‘ is dn the 
leagiH*. ^ .Now, fiir, after lhi^. it tht* t tpjiositioji aocusi^s 
^Lini^tr.v of had^ motive, evil designs behind lht‘ Itilh tii» fIou'ble‘ 


he . 


Minihler sliould' niit. get iiritaiefl or get annoyed ami take e.xeiqitiiin to our 
t( ciiNiitions wiiicli, il 1 may ^ay '<o. the foiir(‘> hiinsell or ins legislation 
uur^. Sir, my (riend Mr. Doyne has j.laeed a ealalogue of diii ies,^mer(ms 
iu1ie> and 1 unctions \shieli this ji.irtitulai jeoson wouhl lone to perlormMin 
he divf'harge pi his multitarious duties as laid dou n in this and 

\ill be, I tun sure, ofwa.sions when in the alisenee id the ti:^ii|t}!Vg^ the educu- 
lon and the necessary judgement which ordmarilv would reij aired 
inaliiig with ('Uses under the Hill then- will be failure of iusli(»‘, and brilwry. 
I lid corruption could be rampant — and (io\erniiicnt will hu\e to hang down 
Is head in shai^ie^ Tliey may have to rcquoit for tlndr selecHons. So, I 
hould advW <lorermTlent to accept the minimum qualifieation suggested by 
dr. Doyne and accept the amendment. 


The lyonW Mr. FAZLUR RAilMAN: Sir, by tlii.s amendmeat 
iieanuig of the Collector has been suggested to lie restricted add we cannot 
■^copt the amendment, for the simple reasw that it will lend to administra- 
iv« difficulties, will not be enough Deputy Magistrates and the 

iiliea and of the Govewmen^ of tbe ia'W increased 

" much that it is nqt possil?le to eonfiw these appoantments Depi^ty 
Magistrates onjy and thea there if no justification for doing lo. hfcausc 4 ^ 
ast experience »how 8 thgt these functions hpy^ tojgt HKpU 
.V the iSubJDeputy Collectore or Sub-D^ty Magistratod*^ JDai^g the war 
e hayo soalk inder the Dofetice of India Act* IpAds and buildings were 
eq^^itidAod and thoir Opmponsations assessed ana these works were dpne 
y the Se(l»4)^uty Colloetocs and no difficulty wao ernmeaeacU Biroilaiiyg 
ffider tho Land Acq.uiAit;ioii Act yrhere very, onerous dutiVs hare to bf 
ormed> these Sub-Depiri^ also work th^e* 7hoiii "Hinh-DepTrf^r 

ellectdrs are also very experienml officers and they Axidw' the landL^fystemw ' 
sry thoroughly as they have to work a* Aisistant Settlement Officers in thq 
^ginning and^alfse as Land Acgtiisiiien OoUectors experience 

lid always they have been functioning and discharging iiimr ^orlc of such 
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' nature imposed under the Land Acf^uisition Acfl. I do not eee therefore 
how it is necessary that the definition should ^ cppfined to Beputy 
Md^tra^. 

« Now, with regard to the question of suspici^ that has been raised by 
Mr. Datta, the Leader of the Opposition, the ^picion can be disarm^ 
-oi^y.by withdrawing the Bill but even if we withdraw the BiH they wilr 
«ay t^at thgre must be some motive liehind our withdrawing the Bill. Wr. 
Buoy Hingh Nahae: Nq, no, we won t sav *that if you withdraw th,* 
Bill)| " ^ 

!rherefore 4here canjrbe no reply to the suspicious arguments which are 
So oiten imt forward arid with so much labour by the Oppositioll. To that 
ther^ can ie no rephf if their arguments are based on mere suspicion. This 
niinistfy is Ministry.,^ (Cries of Question from the Opppsitiou 

Benches.) ItHsfiie verdict of the country that has brought ua into existence 
and we up the votes of the people. ^ Government cannot 

artcept the p(J^itiou of the Opposition that by Government putting forward 
’^thia measure they will not inspire the confidence of the people but will arouse 
their suspicion. I cannot a(?Cept such a position and I oppose the 
amendment. " 


Mr. PRESIO&ffT: I think we better stop h^re. I shall put the 
amitfdhieut to vote^on Monday. The House stands adjourned. till 2-15 p.m. 
td-morrsw. 


^ Adjournmant. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 9th May, 1947. 


Mambers Abaant. 

The MFowing members were absent from the meeting held on the 8th 
May, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

^3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Ohowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdbury. 

*‘(6) Mr. C. E. Ckrke. 

(6) Mr. llemeiidra Kumar Das. 

(1^) Khun Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(8J The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(9) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadf Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahammad Jan. 

(11) Mi. Satis)r(!liandra Jano. " 

(12) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir.^ 

(13) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(14) Mr. Nageiidra Nath Moholanabish. 

(lb) Mr. George Morgan, c.f.E. 

(16) Mr. A. McLaren. , 

(IT) Khan Bahadur Mukhleswar Rahman. 

(Is) Ih*. Ktimnd Sankar Ray. 
fl9f br. JKasiruddin Talukdar. 

(20) Mr. Md. Tauflq. * 

(21) Khan Bal^adur Abdul Lajif Chaudhury. 

(22) AlhaJ ITat Ali Khan, 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 42. 


The Council met in the Legislative (Juunher of the Jiegislative Build- 
iiiif. Calcutta, on Friday, the thh May, IIMT, at 2-13 p.m, heiutf the 42nd 
dav of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to seetit>n G2t2)(«) ot the Govern- 
iiit'iit of India Act, 19do. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Pki'^au Sinoh Boy, k.c.i.B.) 
was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Temporary Deputy Collectors and Std>-Deputy Collectors. 

126, Mr. A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: to) AVill the Hon hie Minister 

charge of the Chief Minister’s Department l)e j)leu>e<l to state how manj 
temtK)rarv Deputy Collector> and how many temjKuarv Sub-Depnty Collector! 
are there 

(h) Is it a fact that there are some Deputy Collectors and a partly large 
numU^r of vSub-Deputy Collectors* who are acting temporarily for over 
five years h ^ 

(<•) if so, when do the (Tovernment propo>ie U\ absorb them permanently? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamontary Sacrotary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of Chief Minister’s Department): (^/) There an 32 temporary 
De]>utv CollectcJi’s and 284 temporary Sub-Deputy Collector^. 

{Ij) A>s, there are some Deputy Collector- who are acting temporarily for 
aUiiit three years, and some Suh-Deputy ( ollei'tor** tor uhout hve \ears. 

{(') Their permanent absorption is dei>endent on the recommendation of 
the Public Service Coramissioti and on the occurrem e of permanent vacancies 
that are to be filled by promotion in the Bengal Civil Service and Bengal 
Junior Civil Service cadres, respectively. 

Khan Bahadur CYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Sir. it appears that one part 
of the name of Mr. A. M. Shahoodnl Haque in \^hose name the question 
Ftand^ is not there; the name printed being only Mr. A. M. Shadoodul. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: That is what 1 thought aKo. I uas going to pro- 
iiouiiee the name correctly, when J mUned the oiui-'^ioii. It should be 
Sbahoodul Haque. 1 am sorry. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAB: Will llip I’arli-iinentan Sporelury 
Undlv slate whether Goverument have taken as |.erinuiient Deputy Collec- 
tors or Sub-Deputy Collectors directly aud uot from these temporary bauds 
lu the meantime? 

Mr. ABDUL RABHID! Recruitment has been made tlirough the 
I’ublie Service Commission. 

Mr. BUOY 8IHCH HAHAR: Xo, Sir, my question is not that. My 
question is whether •Government have appointed Deputy ( ol lectors, etc., 
from outside from others than those who are now working m a temporary 
capacity. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: About that I want notice. 
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NufiHMr of iHopitbio dooton Mh i^otoroi ipd in Beng« 

127. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Will tlie Hon'ble Minister i 
charge of the Department of Health and Self-Government be pleaded t 
state — 

(a) how many registered allopathic doctors are practising in Bengal; 
(h) how many unregistered allppathic doctors are practising in Bengal 

(c) if the Government have any register showing the names and part] 

culars of unregistered allopathic doctors in Bengal; 

(d) if so, whether he will place the same before this House; and 

(e) if not, whether the Government propose to compile the same at ai 

early date and make it available to the members of the Ijegislaturei 

Tht Hofi’bln Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: {a) 12,124 up to 17th Mar l: 
1947. 

(h) Not known. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No useful purpose will be served by the comj)ilation of such a list. 


Maitig# from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. I. K. D. Cupti): Sir, the following message lia 
been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembl;, : — 

“The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 'Inti 
April, 1947, ugi'eed to the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, a 
passed by the Bengal Jiegislative Council, without any amendment. 

Sd. N. AMIN. 

Speaker." 


NONOFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVe will ii(»w take up the Bengal ('ourt ot ^^:0' 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944. as reported hy the Select Committee. Mr. ALli 
Rashid will move his amendment. 

Clause 4. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to liiove that in clause 4 of the Bill. ^ 
the proposed section 7 — 

(o) in sub-section {!) — 

(i) in line 4, for the word “assumes” the word “takes”, and 
(it) in line 13, for the word “assume” the word “take” 
be substituted : 

{b) in sub-section (i5) — 

(t) in line 8, for the word “assume” the word “take”, and 
(tt) in line 10, for the word “assumed” the word “taken” 
be substituted. 
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Hr. PRitI#i*iTs , Amendment moved that in dame 4 of th» ?iUi, in 
be proposed section H — 

(a) in sub-section (7)— 

(t) in line 4, for the word “assumes” the word “takes and 
{ii) in line 13, for the word “assume” the Mord “take” 

e substituted; 

{h) in sub-section (J) — 

(t) in line 8, for the word “assume” the word “take”, and 
{n\ in line 10, for the word “assume” the word “taken” 

^ ^ub'stituted ; 

The question before the House is that in clause 4 of the Bill, in the 
reposed section 7 — 

(d) in sub-section (1 ) — 

(i) in line 4, for the word “assumes” the word “takes”, and 

(ii) in line 10, for the word “assumed” the word “taken” 

substituted ; 

{b) in sub-section (»5) — 

(ii in line 8, for the word “assume” the word “take", and 
(ij) in line 10, for the word “assumed” the wor4l “taken” 

substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The Question before the House is that clause 4 as 
mended stand part of J;he Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause h stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to nio\e that ill cluuNe of the Bill, in 
he proposed section S, for the word.'s. figure and letter ' become su(*h that 
)•» order under sec’tioii OA could he niaile by the Vio\iu(‘iul Oovernment 
or assum jitioii of charge of his projierty by tlie ( ourt , the following 
'ords, figure and letter be substituted, iiainel} : — 

“whose property has been placed under the charge of the Court by 
order of the I’roviiicial (fovernment under section OA become such 
that no such order could be made iii respoct oi the juoperty . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in r lause 5 of the Bill, 
n the proposed Section 8, for the w(»rds, figure ami letter become such 
hat no orfler under section 6A could be made by the IVoviucial (government 
or assumption, of charge of his projrcrt) h\ the Court . the ftrllowing W’ords, 
iguie and letter he substituted, iiamel\ : — 

“whose jiroperty has heeii jdai“ed lyider the <’harge ot the Court by 
order of the Provincial (hrvernmeiit under section become such 
that no su(‘h unler could he made in respect of the property . 
rile CjUestioii before the HoU'*e is that in ( lause o of the Jiro- 

'osed section 8, for the wiiids. figure and letter iH'come such that no order 
iiider section (JA could he made by the Provincial tioverinnent for assump- 
loa of charge of his property by the (.,ourt , the following words, figure 
'Url letter be substituted. uame]\ : — 

“whose property “has been placed under the charge oi tbe Court by 
order of tlie Provincial Government under section GA become such 
that no such order could be made in respect of the property . 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mrs PRESIDENTS Clause 5 as amended stand part of tlie Bill. ^ 
motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: 1 beg to move that in clause 6 of the Bill, 
the proposed section 9 — 

(a) in clause (a), — 

(i) in lines 1-2, for the words “assumes the” the word “takes” 

fiiibstituted ; and 

(ii) for the words, figure and letter “under section 6B” the wordi, 

brackets, figure and letters “under clause (a) of section 6B“ bf 
substituted ; 

(b) in clause (h), in line 3, after the word “proprietor” the words 
“or of any niinor member of the family of a proprietor” be inserted; and 

(c) in the proviso, in line *3, for the words “assumed charge under”, tW 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge under clause {a) of” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause G of the Bill, ia 
the proposed section 9 — 

(a) in clause (a), — 

(i) in lines 1-2, for the words “assumes the” the word “takes” be 
substituted; and 

{ii) for the words, figure and letter “under section 6B” the word\ 
brackets, figure and letters “under clause [a) of section 6B” ht 
substituted ; 

(b) in clause (6), in line 3, after the word “proprietor” the word^ 
“or of any minor memJber of the family of a proprietor” be inserted ; and 

(c) in the orpviso, in line 3, for the words “assumed charge under”, the 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge under clause (a) of” be substituted 

The question before the House is that in clause 6 of the Bill, in the 
proposed section 9 — 

(a) in clause (a), — 

(i) in lines 1-2, for the words “assumes the” the word “takes” he 
substituted ; and 

{ii) for the words, figure and letter “under section 6B” the words, 
brackets, figure and letters “under clause (a) of section 6B” be 
substituted ; 

(b) in clause (6), in line 3, after the W'ord “proprietor” the woida 
“or of any minor member of the family of a proprietor” be inserted; and 

(c) in the proviso, in line 3, for the words “assumed charge under”, th»^ 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge ^under clause {a) of” be substituted 

The motion was put and agreecf to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ( question before the House is that clause 6 a? 
amended stand part of the Bill- 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses 7 to 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses L ^ 1^ stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses 7, 8, 9 and 10 stand 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clauie 11. 




Mr. pRESIOeMT: Clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I beg to move that for sub-clause (a) of 
luse'll of the Bill, the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

ia) for the words “of which it may take or retain charge under this Act, 
or which may be placed under its charge by order ot a competent 
Civil Court” the words “which may be placed under its charge 
in accordance with the provisions oi this Act or of which it may 
take or retain charge under this Act” shall be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clause (a) of clause 

of the Bill, the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

(a) for the words “of which it ma\ take or retain charge under this Act, 
or which may be placed under its charge by order of a competent 
Civil Court” the words “which may be placed under its charge 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act oj of which it may 
take or retain charge under this Act” shall be substituted. 

The question before the House is that for sub-clause (oi of clause 11 of 
V Bill the following sub-clause be substituted: — 

(a) for the words “of which it may take or retain charge under thif 
Act, or which may l»e‘ placed under its charge by 

order of a coinpetenf Civil Court the words which ma^ 
be placed under its charge in acordance with the jirovisions of this 
Act or of w’liioh it may take or retain ^'harge under this Act” 
shall be substituted. 

Tho motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 11 ai 
mended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses 12 to IS, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clauses CJ. 14, V>, Hi, H and ]S stand part of 
he Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses KC 13, 14, lo, IC, 17 an 
8 stand part of the Bill. 

The mo^on was put and agreed to. 


Clause 19. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 19 stand part of the Dill. 

Mr ABDUL RASHID: Sir I V>eg to move that in cliiuse 19 of the 
>ni ?n?“e 3. for ttrioH “tsuLs’'"the word "takes" be subst.tuted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amdndment moved that in clause 19 of the Bill, 
“ line 3, for the word “assumes" the word takes he substituted. 

The question before the House is that in clause 19 of the Bill, in line 3, 
or the word “assumes" the word "takes he substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 19 as 
^Diended stand part of the Bill. * 

The question was put and agreed to. . 
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Clauses 20 to 25. 

fWr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 stand part of tie 
Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses 20, 21, 22 , 23, 24 and Tn 
stand part of the Bill, ^ 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Preamble and Title. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: That the Treamble and the Title stand part of tb 
Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Preamble and the Title stau<l 
part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, before I formally move for the final ])as>in;: 
of this Bill, with your permission I want to move a formal amendment iii 
clause I of the Bill, i.e., that tor the figure “1944” oc urring in clause I 
the figure “1947” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 could not follow you, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move a formal amendment in clause I 
of the Bill. ( 

Mr. PRESIDENT; What is the amendment? 

{ 

Mr. NUR AHMED; That for the figure “1944” in clause 1 the figurt 
“1947” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not necessary for you; that will be done b] 
the oflice as a matter of routine. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Under rule 67 I can move such an amendment, 
believe. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not necessary for you to do so. You hav( 
got a sufficient number of Bills on the agenda. hy take addition** 
responsibility? 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Then in that case I beg to move that the Bengal 
Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, h 
passed. 

Sir, I iiave ex])lained the pur]>o‘Je oi this Bill more than once i 
thi.-^ House. At this stage I do not like to Take mmdi more tim^ in tiirtlo' 
ex])laining the provisiims of the Bill. Sir. the importance of the anieiK 
meats to this Bill moved to-day ha^ enhamed and is many-fold, as th 
Permanent Settlement is about ti^ be abolislual. Sir, attei the abolition ' 
the Permanent Settlement there will be very little necessit> for the Coni 
of Wards. Under the provisions of the existing jaw the Court of Wai< 
can take up, the management of estates onl,\'. Alter the almlition of tli 
zemindarv there \\ill be no estate. So the im]tortance ot tliis Bill has becuiii 
two-fold or four-fold at this stage. Sir, thP main amendment is tli 
substitution of the word “estate” by the word “tenure”. Sir, up to th 
time the jiosition is thi^ that if tl^^e “tenure” amounted to some lakhs : 
cannot he taken management of by the Court of aids nor can the imiiio' 
able property in towns. Though its income ina\ amount to crores, by tb 
amendment the Court of Wards will be in a posititui to t.ike over manag 
ment of these properties, 1 mean the immovable properties, immovabi 
properties in towns. This is the main cjiange and the main provision « 
this amending Bill and I hope, if the Bill is passed, it will confer benetij 
on those proprietors who hold property in towns and also on those who hoi 
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tenures and ather ptoperties and the Court of Wards will also be liable to 
jrive protection to the properties ol the invalid, the minors and also the 
extravagant persons. The state will be in a position to protect the 
iiiiuiovanle properties of its citizens from ruin and frittering away by a 
profligate imbecile heir. So with these few words I recommend iny 
motion for the acceptance of this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bill as settled in the Council 
be iiassed. 

Ihc question before the House is that the Bill as settled in the (^ouncil 
be {>as>e(l. 

The question was put and agreed to. 


The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Clauses 1, lA, 2 and o. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 1, lA, 2 and stand part of the Bill. 

The question is that clauses 1, lA, 2 and stand pait of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Title and* Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

The (juestion before the House is that the Title and Preamble stand 
part of the Bill. • 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 194'L as settled in the Council, he passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 194d, as settled in the Council, he passed. 

The question before the House is that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 194d, as settled in the Counc^i. he ))aH^ed. 

The question was juit and agreed to. 

The Bengal Muslim Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure 

Regulation, 1940. 

C lauses /, .2. fj, 4, d and 6. 

m 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Chu^e> 1. 2, 4, A and <i >taii(l p.ut of th.* Bill. 

The questi(ui before tht* llouoe h (hat riau^o 1, 2. 4, A and b stand 

'■Jit ot the Bill * 

The question was put ami .igreed n*. 

Title and Prcatnhle 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Title and Preamble ^tund j.art rd tiie Bill. 

The (lue.stion before the House is that the Title and iheamble stand 
‘art of the Bill. . “ 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that the Bengal Muslim Marriage 
i'^xtrav^ant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, as settled 
^ the Council, be passed. 
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Sir, it is a Tery imoortant Bill from the Muslim economic point of view. 
It is a Bill which deals with a very important econonmic aspect of Muslini 
society. It is a social legislation. Its contents are very simple provisions, 
namely, for the formation of a committee of Muslim members of the Bengal 
Legislature to prepare different scales of expenditures as a maximum sum 
up to which expenditure at a Muslim wading in Bengal may be incurred 
etc,, according to the economic condition of the party. It does not prohibit 
necessary expenditure but prohibits only extravagant and superfluous 
expenditure and will also try to check the evil which is growing; namely, 
the evil which has grown in the Hindu society of giving and taking 
excessive dowries on the occasion of marriage. This evil has also entered 
the Muslim society and should be checked at its very biginning. It does 
not intrude upon that forbidden ground, namely, the Islamic Shoriat. It 
only puts restricts on lavish entertainment and festivities. Sir, it will cheek 
this policy. It is very' useful Bill and I hope it will be supported by every 
section of the house. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Muslim Marriage 
Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, as 
settled in the Council be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Muslim Marriage 
Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, as settled 
in the Council be passed. 

The motion was })ut and agreed to. 


The Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (E)(tension to Agricultural 

Land) BilIp 1943. 

Cluitses 1 and 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 1 and 2 stand part oi the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that for clauses 1 and 
2 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

(11 This Act may be called the Hindu Momeu's Rights to Property 
(Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 1947. 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal’'. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for clauses 1 and 2 of 
the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“1. (1) This Act may be called the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property 

(Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 1947. 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for clause! 

1 and 2 of the Bill, the following ‘be substituted, namely: — 

”1. (1) This Act may be called the Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro* 

perty (Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 1947. 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questi^ before the House is that clause 1 and 

2 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause J. 

% 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 



1947.] 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


m 


lir. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to moTO that for clause 3 of the 
Bill, the following clauses be substituted, namely; — 

*‘2. The expression 'property' in the Hindu Women's Rights to Pro* 
pertv Act, 1947, in its application to Bengal shall include, and 
shall be deemed always to have included agricultural land, and 
the provisions of the said Act shall be deemed always to have 
applied and to apply to agricultural land in Bengal accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 where any person 
who, but for this Act, would have been entitled to any property 
has been in possession thereof or has made a transfer thereof, his 
possession up to the date of the commencement of this Act shall 
be deemed to be as lawful, and the transfer so made by him shall 
be deemed to be as valid as it tliis Act had not been passed." 

Hf, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for clause ^3 of the BilL 
the following clauses be substituted, namely: — 

“2. The expression 'property’ in the Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro- 
perty Act, 1937, in its application to Bengal shall include, and 
shall be deemed always to have included agricultural land, and 
the provisions of the said Act •■ihall he deemed alwaj's to have 
applied and to apply to agricultural land in Bengal accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 where any person 
who, but for this Act, would have been entitled to any property, 
has been in possession thereof or has made a transfer thereof, his 
possession up to the date (d' the commencement of this Act 
shall be deemed to be as lawful, and the transfer so made by him 
shall be deemed to be as valid, as if this Act had not been 
] Kissed.” 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for clause 
3 of the Bill, the following clauses be substituted, namely: — 

“2. The expression ‘property’ in the Hindu AVoinen’s Rights to 
Property Act, 1937. in its application to Bengal shall include,, 
and shall be deemed always to have included agricultural land, 
and the provisions of the said Act shall be deemed always to- 
have applied and to apply to agricultural land in Bengal 
accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 where any person 
who. but for this Act, would have been entitled to any property, 
has been in possession thereof or has made a transfer thereof, 
his possession ui» to the date of the commencement of this Act 
shall be deemed to be as lawful, and the transfer so made by 
him shall be deemed to be as valid, as if this Act had not been 
passed.” 

The motion was put and agreed toT 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 aa 
amended stands part of the Bill. 

The motion was put find agreed to. 

Long Tith and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Long Title and Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, shall I move both the amendments 
toge^er one for the Long Titje and another for the Preamble F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you better, move them separately. 
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HTf LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that for tbe Long 
itle the following be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘A 

BILL 

> extend the oi)eraiion of the Hindu Women's Rights to Property Act, 
1037 f to agricultural hmd in Bengal." 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that ^or the liOng Title, the 
dlowing be substituted, namely: — 

*‘A 


BILL 


? extend the operation of the Hindu Rights to Property Act, 

1037, to agricultural land in Bengal." 

Mfa PRESIDENT: The ([uestion before the House is that for the Long 
'itle the following he substituted, namely: — 

“A 

BILL 

0 extend the operation of the Hindu Women Rights to Property Act, 
1037, to agricultural land* in Bengal." 

The motion was i)ut and agreed to. ^ 

Mrs PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Title as 
mended stands part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Preamble stands part of the Bill, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that for the Preamble 
0 the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“Whereas the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Aot, UfdT, purported 
to give better rights to women in respeet of i)ro])ert> in general; 

And \\heroas it has now been establi>hed tliat the said Aet does not 
operate to give women better rights in respect of agiicultural land; 

And whereas many trausuctious have already taken j)lace lu Bengal on 
the basis that women had acquired better rights under the said Act 
in respect i)f agricultural land as well as other kinds of jroperty ; 

And whereas it is iheretore expedient to extern! the operation of the 
said Act to agricultural laud in Bimgal \\ith retrospective effect, 
hilt with certain savings, tor tlie juirpose oi giving women better 
rights under the said Act in'’re'<f>ect of agricultural land in Bengal 
as well as tor validating the transactions r^teued to ulu^ve and for 
otiier i>urposes;“ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that ipr the Preamhle to the 
dill, the following he substituted, namely: — 

“Whereas the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act, purported 

to give better rights to women in respect of property in general; 

And whereas it has now been established tliat the said Act does not 
operate to give women better rights in respect of agricultural land; 

And whereas many transactions have already taken place in Bengal on 
the basis that women had acquired better rights under the said Act 
in reai>eet of agricultural land as well as other kinds of propwty; 
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And whereas it is therefore expedient to extend the operatian of tho 
said Act to agricultural land in Bengal with retrospective effect, 
but with certain savings, tor the p.urpf)t>e of giving women better 
rights under the said Act in respect of agricultural laud in Bengal 
as well as for validating the tran>actions referred to above and for 
other purposes;” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that* for the 
Preamble to the Bill, the tollowing be .sub^tititted, namely: — 

“Whereas the Hindu Women’s Kights to Property A(’t. 19*17. purported 
to give better right*, to women in respect (d pro]>ert\ in general; 

And whereas it has now l)een established that the said Act does not 
operate to give wumeii bettei lights in icsj^tat ot agriimltuial laud; 

And whereas many transactions have already taken place in Bengal on 
the basis that women had aiaiuired hotter riglils under the said Act 
in respect ot agricultural land as well as otlier kiiuhs of property; 

And whereas it is therefore expedient to extend the operation of the 
said Act to agricultural land in Bengal ^^ith retrosjiective effect, 
but with certain savings, tor the purpose of giving women better 
rights under the said Act in respect of agricultural laud in Bengal 
as well as for validating the transactions referred to above and for 
other purposes;” 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestion bef(Ue the House is tliat the Preamble 
as amended stands }j*irt of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Third reading. Mr. Nagendra Nath Muhulanobish. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I move the final reading of th<^ 
BillP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid ymi camiot. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It h as lieiaiine more or less my Bill. 
Many changes have i^eeu made in the Bill bv my amendments. So I think 
the motion for the adoption of the Hill by the House may be allowed to be 
moved by me, 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am afraifl. I cannot allow it. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Max I *.ay .>omeTbing on the subjeetP 
As to like fir*'t motion, nainclx a" legaHU the mofion loi ^•o^^i<b•n^^ion of 
the Bill, there is an cxiire-.s jjiovi^ion in mb* m ult* * that the President 
in hi" discretion may allow another memliei to moxe >ucli motifui. That is 
of eoiitse with reguid to the i ousidei at ion ^lagi- and not the third reading. 
As regal'd.*, thii'd reading there V onlt oin* '«c«tion and that is (i7. At the 
initial “tage it would aj)j»ear that the mb* piimaiilx was that no motion 
that a Bill be taken into coiividei at n>ii oi be pa-^ed --hall be made by any 
member otbei’ than the memb**r-in-oii:iige oi the ihll, but then tlieri* is (be 
proviso that the Pre^ldey^ may allow aimthei membei to imive tliat the Bill 
be taken into coii'.ideration and pas>ed it, ot course, thtre were no amemi- 
ineiits. And then eonie> the iliird reading and here the rule, rule No. 67, is 
absolutely silent. Rule 64<’/i say^ ‘It any amendment be made, any member 
may object to the qiassiug ot the Bill at the same meeting, and such objec- 
tion shall prevail”, etc. That is ot course another matter. No\x the que.stion 
is if any one else other than the member-in-cbarge ot the Bill I'au move 
that the Bill be passed ami on this the rule is silent. 

Sir, I would urge that the* question as to bv whom a Bill is introduced 
before the House and set in motion, tb^t is lai^ down in .section 54 and the 
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protiao to that section would prevail throughout the course of a Bill till 
the final stage and therefore rule 67 is absolutely final. It does not lay 
down any limitation. Really it is the initial stage at which it is to be con- 
sidered as to by whom a Bill is to be brought into the House for considera- 
tion, But once the Bill has been set in motion it goes on rolling... Section 
67 is absolutely silent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Dutta, there is something in what you say, 
but you know very well that when there is an express provision in rule 54, 
namely, the rule which does not allow any person or member to move that 
a Bill be taken into consideration, other than the member-in-charge of the 
Bill, except with the President’s permission, and when section 67 is silent 
on the point, the construction should be against such a course. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I say one thing? First of all, 
there was one limitation imposed in rule 54, namely, to the eftect that the 
motion that a Bill be taken into consideration can be moved only by the 
member-in-charge, and then the proviso concerning the relaxation of that 
limitation, but that limitation has not been repeated in rule 67. Appa- 
rently, therefore, the wdiole principle of rule 54 extends in this case also, 
there being no limitation distinctly expressed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The proviso to rule 54 expressly empowers the 
President to allow another memlber to move such a motion or that motion 
may be postponed, but section 67 is absolutely silent. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: But af the same time, Sir, in rule 67 
there is no limitation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no limitation indeed, but there is an express 
proviso in respect of rule 54, but no such thing in respect of rule 67. In 
view of this, 1 think that the construction should be that the power is not 
given tc the President. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, the ordinary rule of construction 
is this that when there is one clause and when there is also a saving clause, 
both of them are to be read together, and being read together, attempts 
should be made to give the most consistent interpretation to those rules, 
und when there is no limitation in rule 67, the proviso to rule 54 will stand 
and apply to this case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would like to look up the j)oint very carefully; 
so it may stand over till the next Bill day. It may be that on that occa- 
sion Mr. Mahalanobish will turn up and thus will solve the problem. In the 
meantime I propose to look up the matter. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; I hope, Sir, you will also give a ruling 
on this point for future guidance. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not mov^item No. V. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Why not withdraw it with the permission of the 
House P 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Ido not withdraw it, but I do not move it today 

< 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You want to keep the Bill alive to be moved later onf 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes. 

j 

TN Sangal LandH'evMiue Satos (Amandmeiit) Bili« 1946. 

The Hofl'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, today I am not in a posi* 
tion to accept this Bill tmd I would like to disfuss it further with the mover 
So I would request the honourable member in charge of the Bill not to move 
it today. 



Lff-x* -J 


Mr. BIREN ROY: As the Hon'ble Member says that he irould consult 
me further regarding this Bill I will not press it today 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You want to keep it alireP 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, Sir. 

The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traflh: (Amendmont) Bill, 1S46. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Suppression of 
Immoral Traffic (Amendment,) Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this Bill was passed in this House and was sent to the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and when this Bill was pending in tlie Lower House 
93 regime came into being and the Assembly was suddenly dissolved. So 
the Bill lapsed. But this Bill with some moditication was enacted as 
(fovernor’a Act. But as the law stands. (Governor’s Act will not he in 
operation for more than two years. For this reason I have reintroduced this 
Bill in the self-same form us pa.ssed in this Hou.se. It L a very important 
Bill which dealt with a social evil which is a curse to the society. The 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act was ])a>sed in 1933, hut it has remained 
a dead letter owing to detect in the definition of word ‘'jirostitution’’. This 
Bill wants to remove these defects and some iHiiendments are essential to 
make that Act operative and ii^eiul. There was wide-spread support for 
this Bill and agitation was made tor this Bill; so ho])e it will he accepted 
by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Motion, moved that the Bengal Sunpression of 
Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946. he taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bill he taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1S46. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, about this Bill time will have to be given for 
putting in amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Any time you fix, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then anieudmeiits may be put in by 30th May, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, the Bill was pa.s.sed in this House and it was 
examined in the Select Committee. So, if so much time is again given for 
putting in amendments, then it will take another year to pass Ihi.s Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ahmed, our ideas have also changed from what 
they W'ere in 1946. Therefore it is better that some time should he given 
tor putting in amendments. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I do not think amendments will be nece.ssary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But tim^iias t« be given under the Rules. It is the 
privilege of the members to put in amendments to a Bill. Therefore a fort- 
night’s time should be given, i.e., up to 23rd May amendments may be put 
in. 


The Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Public (Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill< 1946, be taken into consideration. Sir, this Bill was 
passed in this House and then sent to the other House for concurrence and 
the Assembly made some amendments and sent back the Bill to the Council 
with those amendments. When those amendments were being taken into 
consideration, the Assembly was dissolved and section 93 was introduced, 
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and 80 this Bill lapsed. It has been introduced now in the aelf^same form 
There is one kind of f^aniblinj? in the cinema and circuses which is callec 
a skill of the hand. By this Bill it is souj^ht to be made illegal. This Bil 
wants to bring the definition ot “gambling” and “gambling house” up t( 
date. With these words, I commend my motion, for the acceptance of th( 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDEMTS Motion moved that the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment I Bill, 194(J, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 194b, be taken into consideration. 

The motion tvus put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 suggest 15 days’ time, i.e., up to the 23rd, foi 
putting in amendments. 

•Thf Urban Area Rant Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move for leave of the House to with- 
draw the Bengal Urban Area Kent Regulation Bill, 1943, as Government has 
already got passed by the Ijegislature a similar measure and a more compre- 
hensive measure. So I beg leave of the House to withdraw this non-official 
Bill of mine. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to grant leave tc 
Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw this Bill? 

(Tliere being no objection the Bill wa.s, by leave of the House, with- 
drawn.) 

The Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, l»efore T move the motion 1 beg to state thai 
Mr. T. B. Nimmo lias resigned since I gave notice of tins motion and I want 
to substitute the name of Mr. (’. E. Clarke in hi?> ]>lace. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you obtained his permission? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I have got his written consent to put his name or 
any Select ('ommittee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Alt right. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I put in a formal amendment? Onf 
of our members l)r, Kumud Sankar Roy nIiowu a.s No. (3i of the personnel 
of the Select Committee for the Bill under reference, is not attending the 
Council session.s and so in his ]dace we want to put in the name ol 
Mr. Bankim Chumlru Diittu. * 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 accept the amendment. Sir, and I have no objec- 
tion. So I shall now move the motion with the verbal amendments made 
just now. , » 

I beg to move that the Bengal Intoxicant liicjuor Sale Regulation Bill, 
1942, be referred to a Select ('ommittee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali, Minister in charge of the Finance 

Department and the Healtli and Local' Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

(2) Mr. ('. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutla, 

(4) Mr. Cbaru Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Lalit Cbandra Das, 

(6) Hr. Haridas Masumdar, 
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(7) Mr. Cha44iiury Moatzem Hossein aluis Lai Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Rashid, 

(9) Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Sabib Wahiduzzaman, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date 
ot reference and tliat the number ot membeiN whose presence shall be 
uecessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr* PRESIDENT! Amendment moved tliat the Bengal Intoxicants 
Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, VM'2, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting ot — 

(1) The HonTde Mr. Mohammed Ali. Minister in charge of the Finance 

Department and the Health and Local Seli-itovernment Depart- 
ment, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Bankim ( handra Dutta, 
t4) Mr. Charu ('handra Sanval, 

(5) Mr. Lalit ('handra Das, 

(0) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7^ Mr. ('haudliury Moazzem Hossein ahas Lai Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Rashid, 

(9) Rai Bahadiw Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Sahib 'Wahiduzzaman, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their leport within five months from the date of 
Tefereiice and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be foui . 

The (juestion before the House is that the Bmigal Intoxicant Liquor Sale 
Regulation Bill, 1042. be referred to a Sidect ('ommittee consisting of — 

(1 ) The HonTde Mr. M obanimed AH. Minister in eliaige id the Finance 
Department and the Health and I.ocai Seli-( iovenimeiit Depart- 
ment, 

(2) Mr. C. E. ( larke, 

(3) i^Mr. Bankim Chamlia Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Saiiyal, 

(b) Mr. Lalit ('handra Das, 

(0) Mr. Haridas Mazumda#, • 

(7) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Howein aliaK Lai Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Rashid, 

(0) Rai Bahadur Dliirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to .submit their report within five months from the date of 
reference and that the number of member.s whose presence shall be necesaary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and -agreed to. 
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Thf B«ngii FamifW InturaiHM Fund (Amundinwit) Bill, 1943. 

Mft HUB AHMED: Sir, before I move my motion, I would, wit] 
Tour permission, substitute the name of Mr. C. E. Clarke in place o 
Mr. Niramo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Heiigal Famine Ineuranc 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 194-i, be referred to a Select Committee cohsistinj 

of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, Minister-in-charge o 

the Department of Co-operatiou, Credit and Relief, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(»‘l) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Dr. Kuinud Sankar Roy, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Majumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhurv, 

(8) Mr. (ihyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(10) Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossein aluis Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, , 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the dat 
of reference and that the number of members who*se presence shall b 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I move a short-notice forma 
amendment, namely, that in place of Dr. K. S. Roy, the name of Mr. Chan 
Chandra Sauyal be substituted? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I have no objection to this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Famine Insqi^nc 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1948, be referred tt^ a Select Committee consist 
ing of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. A. F, M. Abdur Rahman, Minister in charge o 

Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(8) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Mr. Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chaudhury, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem H^jssein a/nw I^al Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date o 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be neceasar. 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 
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Tito ^igal Borstal Schools (Amendmaiit) Bill, 1942« 

li^ BBSSIOttiTs Motion moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Conmuttee consistijig of — 

(1) The Hon^ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the Home 

(Jails) Department, 

(2) Mr. C. A. Clarke, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitrn, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(0) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudliurj . 

(8) Mr, Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhiirv, 

(9) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

( 11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within seven months from the date 
ui reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question before the Hou^e is that (he Bill be iHerred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

The question beftire the Hou'^e is that Bengal I'amine Insurance 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be refened to a Select Committee consist- 
ing of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman. Munster in charge of 

the Department of Co-operation, ('redit ami Relief, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Maziimdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhuiy. 

(8) Khan Bahadur (ihyasuddin Pathau, 

(9) Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(10) M^. Chaudhury Moazzem Ilossein aha^ Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

^’ith instructions to submit their report j^ithin five months from the date of 
Teference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

t 

Tha Bengal Borstal Schools (Amendment) Bill, 1S42. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Before I move mv motion I would with your per- 
niission like to substitute the present Minister in charge of Prisons, 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman, in place of the Hon^ble^ Mr. Suhrawardy who was the 
Minister-in-charge when I gave notice of this motion. 

r would also like with yout permission to substitute the name of 
^r. Clarke in place of Mr. Nimoo, 
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I accordingly beg to move that the Bill be referred to a Select Committe 
conewting of— • 

(1) Tlie Hon 'hie Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the Jail 

Department, 

(2) Mr. C. E, Clarke, 

(3) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudhury, 

(8) Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Latufat Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within seven months from the dat 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall b 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. LALIT CHAMDRA DAS: May I move a short-notice amendment 
BirP It is this: that in place of Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, the name o 
Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Makra be sulwtituted. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I have no objectioa. 

(1) The Hon’blc Mr. Fazliir Rahman, Minister iq charge of the Horn 

(Jails) Department, 

(2) Mr. C. A. Clarke, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudhury, 

(8) Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to s\ibmit their rep()rt within seven months from the dab 
of reference and that the numl)er of members whose presence « shall b( 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Court^MS Bengal •(Amefidment) Bill, 1M1. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bill be referred to a Seleci 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: On a point of order, Sir. There is a mistake 
in the motion. The Minister-in-cha^ge should be Mr. Fazlur Rahman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The mover Inay amend it. 

Ht. NUR AHMED: Sir, with yi^ur permission the name of the Minister 
in-charge be changed. The Hon’ble Mr. Faslur Rahman’s name be substi 
tuted in place of Mr. Nagendra Narayan ]^oy, as the portfolio has sinct 
been changed. 
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Mr. MUR AHMtD: I beg to move that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee considering of — 

(1) The Hon 'Me Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister-in-charge of Isand 

Revenue, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazvimdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Ahdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq, • 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hosseiii abas lial Mia, aud 

(11) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report within six months tiom the date ot 
reference and that the number of ineinbers whose presence shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — ^ 

(1) The Hou’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister-in-clmrge of Jiand 

Revenue, • 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(-1) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazunidar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Ahdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(9) Mr. M3. Taufiq, 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein abas Lul Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to- submit their report within six mouths from the date of 
reference 4 nd that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — • • 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman. Minister-in-charge of Land 
Revenue, 

(2; Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(0) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

.(8) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud^ 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 



; (10) Mr* Cbaudhury Hoa^m Hossein aim Lai Mia; aiKt 
the mover, 

with metructions to submit their report within six months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not move items Nos. 15, 16 and 17 as a 
comprehensive Bill under the same caption has been introduced in this 
House. I beg leave of the House to withdraw. 

The Bills were then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, as a similar Bill has been brought in thii 
House by Government for the conservation and protection of fisheries, ] 
withdraw my Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked by Mr. Nur Ahmed to with- 
draw the Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943; is it the pleasure 
of the House to grant him the leave? 

(Voice of “y^9”> “yes”*) 

The Bill was then by leave of the Hous^ withdrawn. 

The Bengal Urban Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1947. 

x 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Urban Pool 
and Unemployed Belief Bill, 1947, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bill be circulated for th( 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be circulated for th( 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg leave to introduce the Bengal Municipa 
(Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that leave b< 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce tint Bill. 

(There being no objection.) 

The Bill is introduced. 

The SECRETARY: (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta) thevn read the short title o 
the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House s^tinds adjourned till 1-30 p.m. oi 
Monday, the 12th May, 1947. j 

Adjournment 

The Council tlien adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 12tb May 
1947, 
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Members absent 


The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 9th 
May, 1947:— 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr, L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(6) Mr. D. J. Cohen, o.b.e. 

(7) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(8) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal El I ah i. 

(10) The HonTde Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(11) Mr, Mungturam Jaiimria. 

(12) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Mahammad Jan. 

(13) Mr. Satisli Chandra Jana. 

(14) Mr. Huniayun Z. A. Kahir. 

(15) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(16) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid.^ 

(17) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moh()lunal)i>li. 

(18) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.E. 

(19) Mr. A. McLaren. 

(20) Khun Bahadur Mukhle>ur Rahman. 

(21) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(22) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

(23) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 43. 


Till-. CovxciL met in the Legislative Chamber of the l^egislative Building, 
Calrntta, on Monday, the 12th May, 1947, at 1-41) p.m., being the 44rd day 
of the First Session ot 1947, pursuant to Meetiou Ii2l2t(<n of the (iovern- 
iiimt ot India Act, 194'). • 

Mr. President uhe Iloii'ble Sir Buoy Pk\su) Sln(.h Bov. k.( .i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sii, I am going to mention a matter 
on ladiait <4 our paity and in this, 1 can sa\. Si?-, that I voice the ojiinion 
ot some ol the meml)er.s of the othei ]).nlies too. We are still having our 
sitting, s and \\e aie (Muitinuing with the Bengal Aeqiiisition ot Waste laind 
Bill, 1947. I have earetnlly gom‘ thiough all the amendments, and I think, 
taking a veiy o})timistie Aiew ot the whoh* matter, evmi it the hours ol the 

sitting of tlo’ lioiist* were inert'ased, that then* is tin* lt‘ast I’hanee of 

completing this Bill within even ^ ju'iiod ol two months 1 .sa_\ two montlis, 
Sir. granting that the sitting hour.s ot the House will be (hnibled. 11 the 

silting hours ot tin* lk)Use are doubled, uhelher it will he aeee})lal)le to tile 

]lous(* Ol not is a dill'eient mattt'i altogether. — hut assuming that tin* 
sittings (’oiitinue as at jnesent. at the late ot two houis a da> . I think on a 
most moderate estimate, it will taki* at least four mouths to finish tin* Bill 
111 this House. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; That would be taken at any 
time, 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTAs iMy friend sa\s that pt'riod wimid be 

taken a^ an\ time. The wliole thing depemis upon the sjurit in which we eon- 
dnct the deliberations on the Bill. We aie still on danse 2 of the Bill. The 
recent annoiiiieeiuiOit says that .something imjiortant would hapjieii by the 
2nd June. MV are living in a critical time in the history of this country. 
The whole thing depends on the rapprochement between the two parties. M^e 
hope that, hy the 2nd June, some settlement would he arrived at. The two 
parties are still* (littering from each other and there has been no mutual 
agreement in all the discussions and talks that took place lietwi’cu the fw^o 
!||^artips and as such one tienihles to think what would hapjien in the country 
il India would not acquiesce in tin* decision given by His Majesty’s (Jovern- 
menl. The question of pas.siiig Hill at this s^igc i.s not important when 
there is the greater question of a deetsion by His Majesty’.s (jovernuient 
on India's future constitution that is expected to he announced hy the 2nd 
June, and it is only a waste of time to further proceed with this Bill. 
After the announcement hy His Majesty's ( iovernint‘nt a better spirit is 
expected to come when 4he parlies will think of coalition • and in an 
accommodating .spirit the Bill could he passed in a much .shorter lime. Ls 
it the proper time for us. Sir, to go on w'ith legi.slation when there is no 
trust between each otjier and when indetnl many of the amendments wliich 
have been tabled, why. all the aineiidmenfs would he moved and the time 
the Hoii.se w*ill be taken in discussing each and every amendment. But 
^'hen an accommodating spirit would come in a matter w'hicb would take 
1^0 months to finish may he finished within a fortnight. So I W'ould appeal 
ff> the Hon Tile Minister, I wouhl appeal to the members on the otlier .side 
’'vith this suggestion that this is not five time when w‘e should continue a 
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Bill of a character like this over which there is some feeling. And when 
we find there is a gesture from the Chief Minister for a rapprochement with 
the Hindus for an amicable settlement in Bengal, is it the time to debate 
a Bill like this? Rather I would expect that an implementation of that 
assurance of that gesture would be indicated by actual action. 

This is not tlie time for continuing a Bill of this particular character 
over which every one knows there is a very strong feeling on this side ot 
the House, and when the other House has been prorogued we are feelinj? 
rather lonely. It may perhaps be thought that hereby we shall be given 
an opportunity for extending the hours of sitting of this House, but. Sir, 
if one is really intent upon taking time no amount of extension of hours 
will help in tbe least. I would therefore again repeat my appeal as well 
as my question as to whether the Ministry cannot now agree to the adjourn- 
ment of the House. 

The Hon*ble Mr^ MOHAMMED ALl! Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Bill is unfortunately not present in the House. So, I do not 
think I should assume to myself the responsibility of making any commit- 
ment in tliis matter, but I can say this much that if the Bill will take about 
two months if continued under present circumstances, but that if the House 
is prorogued now and meets after two months and takes up the Bill again, 
if in that case the J^eader of the Opposition is prepared to giye an under- 
taking that after re-assembly in the next session the Bill can be taken np 
and disposed of within a fortnight then certainly (jovernment will seriousl.\ 
consider the question of prorogation of this House so that when we meet 
next we shall meet with the prospect of getting the Bill passed in fourteen 
days’ time. If he is prepared to giye that definite assurance, then certainly 
we are prepared to agree or to accede to the request of the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Secondly, so far as the (juestion of constitutional changes being likely 
to take place is concerned, we do not know what the future holds for us 
The Leader of the Opposition has made certain references to what might 
happen if the declaration of His Majesty’s Government does not satisfy all 
the parties or elements in the country. But, Sir, we cannot go on the basi" 
of hypothesis and simply because there are impending constitutional changes 
we cannot allow matters to stagnate in this province. We have got to go 
forward, take up progressive schemes. So in that view of the matter ami 
on the basis ot the hypothesis that there may be constitutional changes in 
the country we cannot allow legislation to come to a standstill. That is ot 
course a matter on which we may dift'er, but so far as this particular question 
of the prorogation or adjournment of the House is concerned. Government 
will seriously consider this question, provided the Leader of the ^Opposition 
is sure that when we meet at the next session shall be able to dispose of 
this particular Bill within a fortnight, as he has hinted. 

Mft KAMINI KUMAR DUTTAs The Hon’ble Minister has asked an 
assurance from the Leader of the Opposition. Sir, I have already indicated 
my idea of the thing. The whole thing will really depend upon the state 
of things in the country after two months. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister wants 
an assurance from me whether if the House is adjourned now for two months, 
the Bill can be brought forward and finished within a fortnight. Sir, to 
that my reply is that the Bill can be finished within half the time if both 
communities in this country’ couli come to an amicable understanding ; if 
there is a rapprochement one can well say, why I ? but the Government or 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge would be able to say that he would expect 
the Bill to be expedited as soon as possible, and if good feelings prevail I 
do not think it will be at all impossible to dispose or the Bill in course of a 
fortnight. If, however, the situation becomes unhappy, it will take 1 > 
months instead of 15 days. Sir, the whole thing will depend on the state 
of things which will prevail after the next two months. 
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It has been said that law-making should go on irrespective of the situa- 
tion in the country. Sir, I cannot accept that statement. Sir, the consti- 
tutional change which is going to take place is not of an ordinary character. 
It is a change of a vital character and a good deal will depend as to our 
mutual relationships upon the shape that the change takes. 

If that change comes in a happy mood and if it is accepted in a happy 
mood the whole Bengal would be in a happier mood, and then why this Bill 
only, any Bills will be passed with the mutual collaboration of both tlio 
]nirties in the shortest possible time. So I think my statement would be 
taken in a true spirit. The Hon’ble Minister wants an assurance from me, 
hut I may say that neither my party nor myself can give him any assnram'e. 
But I can indicate the trend of my party that if the solution of the prc'sent 
})roblem is happier it will be accepted in a haj>pier mood. On the basis of 
the present circumstances a status iiuo cannot la* made. It would either be 
happier or worse. If it is happier then hv mutual co-operation it would he 
very easy to pass the Bill ; hut it it would he worse it would be inipossible 

give any forecast. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS Sir, so far as the change about 
which the honourable Leader ol the (b>position has spoken, it it is worse 
we also dread to think what would be the eomseipience and we sincerely hope 
that we would be spared facing that situation. So far as the situation 
improving conctuiual, no assurance from the I.eader of tfie 0])position is 
nece^^arx . we know that the woik would go on in harmony and by mutual 
good will and in that case ])rohahly not om‘ Bill but lOO Bill eouhl be 
jiassed in one (la.\ . So a'«‘'iiran*ee about sueb situation is not lU'cessary. 
But assuming this of adairs eontinues. is the Leader of the Oppositiem 

juepaied to give a guarantee tliat he would see to the disposal of this Bill 
within 14 days, it the House is adjourned nowP 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; I think that the Hon’hle Minister is 
expecting too much from me. How can we give liim any assurance!' Only 
let ns hope that things would come to a hap])ier turn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: There are three possibilities. 
First, the situation improving and prevailing good relalionshij) f(M‘ which 
we ail pray. Secondly, situation worsening and. thirdly, the present state 
of atfairs continuing. So far as the first two are concerned we do not want 
any assurance. It is in the third contingency — that is if the present state 
of affairs continues, then in that case will he be prepared tf) get tlirougli 
the Bill within 14 days? I do not want any assurance so tar as one and 
two are concerned, 

Mr. KAMINI -KUMAR DUTTA: 1 can assure ti.e Hon'hie Minister of 
one thini?' and that is that before 1 made iny statement whatever I stated 
I have said in consultation witli my party and I have said that witli utmost 
frankness. Of course about one thing, namely, about the status ryj/o, we 
are of opinion that we do believe that the solution would either be hapiuer 
or it would be worse. So wiiaf I wotit to say is thi.s that when a change 
is coming very soon, not at a very distant date, what is the good of hastening 
the Bill like this — and a Bill of .such an important consequence. The 
continuance of the discussion of this Bill would only accentuate the bitter 
teeling of the Opposition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: You said that the Bill can be 
passed within 14 days if the House is adjourned now? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: If the solution of the problem i# 
happier and happy things come, a Bill like tiiis would be expected to be 
passed in less than a fortnight. But it all depends on the shape which the 
events of the country are going to mould. But T can say without hesitation 
that it would either be happy hr it would be unhappy, the status quo cannot 
continue. 
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Th0 Thika Tenancy Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 to present tlie repin 
of the Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that was tiie first item on the agenda hut 
you were al)sent in the beginning we passed over that item. However, now 
what about tlie (|uestion of continuing tliis BillP 

The Hon*ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: A\ ith regard to the question o 
this llill, what 1 find is that the ses.sion lias sat long and tlie Ojiposition i 
not in a mood to allow the liusiness of the House to be conducted will 
expedition. Mr. Nahar tlie other da\ said tJiat tliey would lie obstnictiin 
the ])assage of the Bill and he also said tliat they would see that the Bill da 
not make any ])rogress. 11 that be tin* spirit of the Ojipo^ition then w« 
would have to meet that contingency and in that case we would have !• 
amend the pnvsent ])rocedure so that we may proceed w'ith the (lovernmen 
business uninteiTup1e<lly. In view ot the attitude of the Ojqiosition w> 
wanild have to and we w'ouhl be justified in introducing the guillotiiu 
]»roc(Hliire. We would have to introduce those lules in the torm ot a Bill 
This is one asjiect ot the question. 

On the olh(*r hand, I understand the la'adcr ot the Ojiposition exjiress 
ing a hope that perhaps in certain circunistaiict^s, it may bi‘ po^silile 1( 
finish tbe Bill within a iortuiglit's time it the lIous(‘ adjourns now. ]j 
view of these things, the Government dots not ])ropose to jiroceed with tin 
Bill furthtu' this stvs^ion and we w'oiihl re({Ut‘>i you to adjourn the Htiust 
aim (Hi . 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir. betore >ou a IJ uin th. 

House 1 w’ould like to say a lew words on this tjuestion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: II >w can you 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But there is no motion liefore the TTou^e 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. 1 would exjues. the view 
oi this side as regards the prorogation ot the House without dispoMiig ol 
the present Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 understand. Mr. Hamidul Huq ('howdhur\, thai 
the HonTile Minisler rc])rcscnts tl:c views of your jiarty. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: This is my own view. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your jiersonal views ^ All right. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir. I cannot understand thr 
present attitude of the Opposition oi of the Government. It was iinder- 
stoml for a long lime that the Bill was of a very controversial nature but 
it was considered to be of a very controversial nature because it attacked 

tbe vested interests -(Mr. Lamt Ciiandua Das: Address the Chair and 

not U8.') 1 am addressing Mr. Presii^ent bitt speaking to the House, ami it 

is u well-established convention to do so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it, I cannot follow you. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, on the question of the 
present attitude of the Oppo.sition, when the} gave notice of so many amend- 
ments it was quite well understood that the Bill was controversial not 
because there was any communal clet^vage in the Bill but because it attacked 
certain vested interests and this question will ahvays be there. Owners oi 
the jiroperties wdll oppose the Bill tooth and nail whether the Bill i.s taken 
up today or tomorrow’. The Leader of the Opposition has very rightly put 
it squarely 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, I aiu 
yevy sorry to interrupt you but you are going into tbe merits of the case. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs That is what has been said. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Because we have wasted a good 
deal of public money and a good deal of our time in proceeding with the 
Bill in the hope that it would be finished but stopping it like this after reach- 
ing a certain stage in the progress of the Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I believe, Mr. Chowdhury, it is not a waste because 
we have made some progress with the Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But, Sir, everything will lapse 
if the House is prorogued. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not the Bill; only notice of the amemlinents will 
lapse; the Bill will remain. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: No clause has been passed and 
after the prorogation of the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin* Hill will not lapse. The Bill has been introduceii 
and the consideration motion has been accepted by the House. The Bill 
will stand where it is e.xcept tliat the amendments to the clauses of the Bill 
will have to he repeated giving fresh notice as the notices of amendments 
already given will lapse with tlie jirorogation of the House. If the honour- 
able members v\ant to ri-peat the amendments they will have to give fresh 
notice. That is the position. • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 think we siiall not have to recast our 
amendments or give them afresh bei'ause the House will be only adjourned 
and not prorogued and therefore tlie.se amendments will continue to have 
force because it will be an adjournment sine die. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But if it is prorogation tlie notices of amendments 
will lapse. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is a different Uung. Now the 
sugge.stion of the flon’hh' Mnn.^tcr in charge of the Bill before the House 
and to the Chair is ()ul> to adjourn the House sine die. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Let me take the House into my 
eonfidence and say that 1 have not gut the prorogation order of the Governor 
with me today. Thereiore 1 am reque.sting the ('hair to adjourn the House 
sine die and as soon as the prorogation order is received the House will stand 
prorogued by a notification of tlie order in the Gazette. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I appreciate the Hon'hle Minister’s point. Other- 
wise if the House is adjourned sine die ami if the Governor’s order of proroga- 
tion is not obtained and notified in the Gazette it will lead to some 
complications. ^ 

So in view of the statement made by the Hon’hle Minister and by the 
Hon’ble the lieader ui the Opposition I think the best course would be to 
adjourn the House sine die. 

The House now staiwis adjourned sine die. 

AdJoummenL 

The House theft adjourned sine die. 
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Mamkm alHMl. 

The following members were absent from the meeting' held on the 12th 
May, 1947:- 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L, P. S. Bourne. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Syed Eazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

(G) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(8) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(9) Mr. Eric Dennot Doyne. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(11) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(12) Mr, Gerald Joseph Kuman Hook. 

(Id) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(14) Alhadj Khair Bahadxir Shaikh Muhammad Jam 

(15) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(IG) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(17) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(18) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(19) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish. 

(20) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.k. 

(21) Khan Bahadtir Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(22) Dr. Kumiid Sankar Ray. 

( 28 ) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.p. 

(24) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

(25) Haji Md, Yusuf- 
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